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Lords of the Rings
Members of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2020 received their class rings during the Ring Ceremony at Trophy Point Friday. The following evening, cadets 
celebrated this momentous occasion with their families during a banquet at Washington Hall. See Page 3 for story and photos on Ring Weekend.    
                                      Photo by Brandon O’Connor/PV
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news & Features

Force protection, 
parking control for 
football home opener
By Luke Pagan
U.S.  Army Garr ison-West  Point 
Antiterrorism Officer

In order to enhance our force protection 
posture for West Point residents, the Corps of 
Cadets and guests traveling to the installation 
for the evening home football game against 
Rice at 6 p.m. Friday, special parking 
restrictions and force protection measures are 
necessary. Below are measures/restrictions 
expected Friday that are not normal for a 
regular duty day:

1. Due to the fact that this game 
takes place during a weekday, the 
below parking restrictions apply:

• Portions of Clinton and Doubleday 
parking lots will be blocked from parking for 
the entire day of Friday.

• Parking will also be restricted after 2 
p.m. Friday.  

This includes:
1. The remaining open areas of Clinton 

Field Parking lot;
2. Double Day parking lot;
3. The Trophy Point parking lot and the 

lots in the vicinity of Kosciuszko’s Monument;
4. Thayer Roof parking will be closed 

Friday to the workforce due to the football 
game, so plan accordingly for parking for 
work.

2. In order to accommodate these 
measures, Supervisors:

• Will be consistent with a liberal leave 
policy and mission requirements, grant 
requested leave to employees after noon. 

• Grant non-mission essential employees 
administrative leave beginning at 2 p.m. Those 
employees who are not at work at that time 
will not be charged leave for the remainder 
of their normal duty day. Employees who 
were already on leave status at 2 p.m. will be 
charged leave.

• Should allow alternate tours of duty at 
supervisor or employee’s request for the week 
of Aug. 26-30 only (e.g.—let employees work 
4-to-10 hour days and then take Friday off 
without leave).

• Will canvas their workforce for any 
special problems (to ensure employee is able 

to get to their car or bus).  
3. Supervisors will also provide the 

following information to employees:
• Employees who cannot move their 

vehicle parked in the Central Area, are 
strongly encouraged to park in Buffalo Soldier 
Field hardstand and take the CPA express 
shuttle bus upon arrival to work on Friday.

• Employees who choose to park in the 
above Central Area parking lots must move 
their vehicles no later than 2 p.m. Friday to 
Buffalo Soldier Field. The western portion 
of Buffalo Soldier’s Field parking lot will be 
blocked for Football game attendees. 

The CPA shuttle will follow normal hours 
of operation, allowing employees to take 
the shuttle bus back to their place of duty.  
Employees who elect to work normal duty 
hours are granted time to move their vehicles 
but must report back for duty. 

After 2 p.m., workforce personnel are 
strongly advised to use Washington Gate to 
exit the installation.   

• Employees and visitors who need to go 
to Buildings 622 and 626 should park in the 
marked parking spots along Swift Road.

• There will be no changes to handicap 
parking privileges. However, organizational 
or individual reserved parking spaces, which 
are not handicap or special accommodations, 
will not be in effect after 2 p.m. Friday.

4. Military staff and faculty, particularly 
those residing on post, are strongly encouraged 
to carpool, walk, shuttle or bicycle to work 
to help reduce potential parking and traffic 
congestion on post during game day. 

5. Beginning at approximately 3 p.m. 
Friday, Stony Lonesome Road will be blocked 
at the monument just west of the Lusk Housing 
entrance to the Delafield Road intersection.  

Personnel may still access the Lusk 
Housing area by traveling up Stony Lonesome 
Road, but will not be able to continue further. 

Delafield Road will remain open. After 3 
p.m., workforce personnel are advised to use 
Washington Gate to exit the installation. 

6.  Point of contact for this memorandum 
is Luke Pagan, USAG antiterrorism officer, 
Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization 
and Security, at 845-938-8859.
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Class of 2020 Cadets honor family members with class rings

Class of 2020 Cadet Will Ockerman and his dad Steve Ockerman, a 1983 graduate 
of the U.S. Naval Academy, show off their matching rings. Will Ockerman chose 
to model his U.S. Military Academy class ring after dad's Navy class ring. West 
Point Class of 2020 cadets received their class rings during the ring ceremony 
at Trophy Point Friday.

Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor

Tradition, like service, binds together the 
members of the Long Gray Line who have 
graduated from the U.S. Military Academy. 

The rituals and uniforms have changed 
little over the years, but since 1835 one of the 
most tangible threads tying each class to the 
ones that came before has been the class ring, 
which all but two classes since have received. 

Friday evening, the members of the Class 
of 2020 became the latest cadets to receive 
their class rings during a ceremony at Trophy 
Point. The rings came in various colors and 
designs from simple to elaborate and varied in 
price from a low of $300 to a high of $11,000. 

While some cadets chose to go with 
glitz and glamour with their ring, for others 
the design of their ring was all about the 
sentimental value of the choice they made. 

On the face, Class of 2020 Cadet Will 
Ockerman’s ring looks simple. A green 
Peridot stone serves as the centerpiece 
of the dark gold ring. There are no other 
embellishments other than “West Point 2020” 
engraved around the stone and the West Point 
and class crests adorning the sides. But what 
in design may look simple, to Ockerman 
means so much more.

“It was kind of a difficult process for me. 
I wasn’t really sure what to pick,” Ockerman 
said of designing his ring. “The more I 
thought about it, the more I wanted it to be 
significant in terms of my family, because 
that’s the reason I’m here and the reason I’ve 
gotten to this point so far.”

That process led him to a ring he had 
seen for much of his life, his dad’s Class of 
1983 ring from the U.S. Naval Academy. 
The ring wasn’t something his dad wore 
often but growing up Ockerman had seen it 
many times with its green stone for his dad’s 
birthday and the dark gold finish with no other 
embellishments, the same design 37 years 
later Ockerman would choose for his own 
class ring to honor the man he calls his hero.

“It means everything,” Ockerman said of 
designing his ring as a copy of his dad’s. “It 
means family. It means it’s not just about me. 
The whole reason I’m here, the whole reason 
I want to serve is because of my dad. As I 
grew up he was my hero. To have this ring I’ll 
have for the rest of my life that’ll remind me 
of him and the reason I do what I do, that’s 
what’s special to me about it. I wouldn’t want 
any other ring.”

In the lead up to the Ring Ceremony, 
Ockerman kept the final design of his ring and 
the matching pendant he’d purchased for his 
mom a secret from both his parents. 

He then gave his dad strict orders to 
make sure he wore his own class ring to the 
ceremony, reminding him, “at least 18 times,” 
Steve Ockerman said. 

“Shock, surprise, I thought I was going 
to bust out in tears,” Steve Ockerman said 
of his reaction when he saw the design of 
Will’s ring. “I just couldn’t believe it. I could 
not believe it and then somehow, it seemed 
like, well, yeah, it really does seem like him. 
We’ve always had a great bond, and this has 
brought us even closer. I’m just overwhelmed 
with pride.”

While Will Ockerman chose to honor 
his dad with his ring, Class of 2020 Cadet 
Liam Furey’s ring will serve as a permanent 
reminder of his grandmother. 

Set in the center of the black stone atop his 
ring, a diamond serves as the focal point of 
Furey’s ring. While his ring is brand-new, the 
diamond has already lived a lifetime with his 
family as for roughly 50 years it hung around 
the neck of his grandmother on a necklace 
given to her by her husband before they were 
married. From the day she was given the 
necklace to the day she died, his grandmother 
wore the necklace ever day, Furey said. 

“Growing up, my grandmother lived with 
me for the last four years of her life,” Furey 
said. “I helped take care of her. She kind of 
helped raise me.”

When his grandmother first moved in, 
Furey said his mother worried it would be a 
burden for him. What other middle schooler 
has to help his grandmother to the bathroom 
or cook her meals? For Furey it proved to be 
anything but. 

She became his support system, his 
biggest cheerleader and the galvanizing force 
that would lead him to West Point. Before 
she passed, his daily routine after school 
consisted of going and sitting with her and 
helping to take care of her. Out of shape and 
lacking in confidence, a career in the military 
and an appointment to West Point seemed 
unattainable at one point, Furey said. 

Now as he begins his final year at the 
academy, Furey has found a way to honor the 
woman who believed in him before anyone 

else, even though she was never able to see 
him accepted to or attending West Point. 

“If I ever start to doubt myself or there 
is any moment where I’m like, ‘Am I really 
in the right place or really doing the right 
thing,’ I can look down and I can have those 
memories of my grandmother supporting me 
and believing in me,” Furey said of including 
his grandmother’s diamond in his ring. “At 
the same time, I can be re-instilled with that 
confidence and knowing even though she 
may not be here on Earth, there’s somebody 
supporting me, looking over me and with me.”

When cadets are given their ring and they 
don it for the first time they place the class 
crest facing their heart. Upon graduation, the 
ring is flipped around with the West Point 
crest facing inward. 

For some graduates the ring will never 
leave their finger, while for others it will be 
worn on special occasions or be placed in a 
box and locked away.

Furey had thought he’d be a member 
of the latter groups, only wearing his ring 
on occasion, but that plan changed once he 
finalized the design to include the diamond 
that means so much to him.

“The fact that I’m going to have my 
grandmother’s diamond in there, from her 
necklace, and the fact that I can look down 
and have a piece of her with me, I’m going to 
wear my ring a lot,” Furey said. “Regardless 
of what the ring looks like, in 10, 20, 30 
years, when I look down I know there’s a 
sentimental connection and that emotional 
attachment to it.” 

Class of 2020 Cadet Liam Furey shows off his class ring, which includes a 
diamond from his grandmother's necklace she wore for roughly 50 years until 
her death. The U.S. Military Academy Class of 2020 received their class rings 
during the ring ceremony at Trophy Point Friday. 
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Historic Hudson flight over West Point
 POINTIN FOCUS: HISTORIC HUDSON FLYOVER

As a preview to the New York International Air Show, the Royal Air Force Red Arrows from the United Kingdom joined the Air Force Thunderbirds and F-35 
Lightning II Demo Team in a historic three-team flight down the Hudson River passing over the U.S. Military Academy parade field Aug. 22. The Hudson Flight 
flew south to New York Harbor where formations made a sweeping right turn and then proceeded back up the river for a second pass. The Royal Air Force Red 
Arrows and F-35 Lightning II Demo Team performed at the New York International Air Show Saturday and Sunday.
                Photos by Brandon O’Connor/PV and Spc. Robert Luna/USMA PAO
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W e s t  P o i n t 
c e l e b r a t e s 
Women’s Equality

West Point celebrated Women's Equality Day and the 99th anniversary of the adoption of the 19th 
amendment guaranteeing the right to vote for women in America with a luncheon Monday at the West 
Point Club. The guest speaker was West Point Volleyball Coach Alma Kovaci Lee. She spoke about her 
childhood in Albania and her path to playing volleyball at Temple University. “We as women, we have the 
moral responsibility to lead by example and show our next generation that women too can run the world. 
We need to raise our hand and speak up. Celebrate and lift each other up. Too often, I see us competing 
with each other. We really need to just lean on each other, celebrate each other and lift each other up. 
We really need to be an army of women supporting each other every single day," Lee said. (Left) Lee 
receives a gift from Class of 2020 Cadet Chloe Diestel for being the guest speaker at the event.    
                              Photos by Brandon O’Connor/PV
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Cadets delve into extracurricular activities
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor

Whether cadets are looking for a new hobby, extra military 
training, a competitive sport or spiritual development, the U.S. 
Military Academy has a club for them.

West Point hosted its annual Club Night Aug. 19-20 
where more than 120 clubs set up displays trying to recruit 
new members. The clubs cover the spectrum from religious 
organizations, competitive teams such as the marathon team, 
hobby clubs such as the parachute team to clubs for almost 
every academic interest at the academy. 

“I’m looking for the mascot team,” Class of 2022 Cadet  
Christopher Blaine said. “I think it’d be a great time, have some 
fun. Go have fun with the crowd with the people. I think it’s a 
great way to go to the community and really build esprit de corps 
here and really have fun. I’m looking around to see if anything 
pops out to me. I’m thinking about maybe regular warfare, 
maybe even the international club to widen my horizon.”

While some cadets come to Club Night with their initial 
focus on a specific club, many come having no idea what is 
going to jump out to them. 

For Class of 2023 Cadet Jessica Desena, that proved to be 
the string ensemble. A violin player in high school, coming 
across the club showed her there is a way to continue pursuing 
her interest in music even as she begins her time at West Point.

The clubs can also be a way for cadets to learn more about 
a major or branch they are considering.

“When I was in high school, there weren’t a lot of 
engineering clubs,” Class of 2023 Cadet Louis Alfred said. 
“Here, there’s like three or four of them. So that’s really 
exciting. Probably going to pick maybe one or two engineering 
clubs just to get me a better understanding of engineering and 

help me solidify a major. I plan to choose STEM, but I don’t 
know which engineering major I’ll choose.”

The first evening, which featured military, diversity, 

academic and support clubs, proved to be a cacophony of sound 
as the Cadet Spirit Band, rock band and string ensemble all 
brought instruments along to appeal to new members. 

While most of the clubs were content to man their tables 
and wait for interested cadets to stop by, others took a more 
active approach to recruiting new members. 

Despite having space for only a little more than 20 new 
cadets, the members of the ski patrol spread throughout the 
hall with skis and snowboards in hand corralling perspective 
members. 

“We’re looking for people who are dedicated to helping 
people on and off post,” Class of 2021 Cadet Alex Yunez, who 
has been a member of the ski patrol since his plebe year, said. 
“We do a lot of medical training with ski patrol. A lot of things 
come up where we’ll have to treat people during the summer, 
during the academic year, especially in the winter, when we’re 
patrolling the mountain. We will go and visit other mountains 
off posts. It is a lot of fun. We’re like a big family and we like 
doing our jobs.” 

Members of the Cadet media Group work to recruit new members during Club Night Aug. 19. 

C l a s s 
o f  2 0 2 0 
Cadet Dion 
P e r i n o n 
talks with 
C l a s s  o f 
2023 Cadet 
P h i l i p 
Symonette 
about the 
C a d e t 
S t r i n g 
Ensemble 
during Club 
Night Aug. 
1 9 .  M o r e 
t h a n  1 2 0 
clubs took 
part in the 
t w o  C l u b 
Nights. 
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Dierks Bentley to headline 
concert at Michie Stadium
By U.S. Army Garrison-West Point 
Public Affairs

Multi-Platinum entertainer Dierks Bentley 
is slated to headline the first-ever outdoor 
concert held at the U.S. Military Academy’s 
historical football stadium, Michie Stadium. 
Presented by West Point MWR and Army West 
Point Athletics, the fall concert is scheduled 
to take place Oct. 18, during peak foliage in 
the Hudson River Valley. 

After headlining arenas and amphitheaters 
across the country with his 2019 Burning Man 
Tour, Bentley will be supported by country 
music star Dustin Lynch while making 
a stop at the nation’s pre-eminent leader 
development institution at West Point. 

Joined by cadets, Soldiers and other 
Department of Defense leadership, the 
U.S. Military Academy will host the show 
to provide morale, welfare and recreation 
support to the West Point community and 
beyond. 

The whole team seeks to provide world 
class entertainment commensurate with the 
level of dedication and hard work that takes 
place at the academy. 

The concert is open to the general public 
with pre-sale access to West Point employees 
holding a .edu or .mil email domain that began 

9 a.m. Wednesday through 10 p.m. Sept. 5.
Said employees received an email with 

instructions and promo code access on 
Wednesday. The general public sale begins 
at 9 a.m. Sept. 6. All tickets are available for 
online purchase only at goarmywestpoint.
com/tickets.

Parking lots will open at 2:30 p.m., the 
stadium gates will open at 6 p.m., with the 
concert beginning at 7 p.m. 

Academy leadership has declared the 
concert day a “special event” exception to gate 
policy, all concert goers age 18 or older are 
required to show a valid government-issued 
ID card to enter post. 

Entry points include Stony Lonesome 
Gate (off Route 9W), Thayer Gate (through 
Highland Falls), or Washington Gate (off 
Route 293/Route 218.)  

No outside food or drink will be permitted 
inside the stadium, nor will any type of weapon 
be permitted on the installation. 

Stadium tailgating and parking policies 
will remain consistent with Army West Point 
Football game days. 

For a complete listing of rules and available 
lots, visit armygameday.com. For complete 
details regarding the Dierks Bentley concert 
at West Point, visit westpoint.armymwr.com 
or goarmywestpoint.com. 
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mine Torne Road closure

Mine Torne Road will be closed due to military training from 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sept. 28 and Nov. 2  

POC for this closure is Alec M. Lazore, DPTMS Range 
Operations range officer, at 938-3007.

Death Notice for Cadet Christopher J. Morgan 
Anyone with debts owed to or by the estate of Cadet 

Christopher J. Morgan should contact Maj. Owen Tolson, the 
Summary Court officer for the cadet. 

Morgan passed away due to a training accident June 6. 
Call Tolson at 845-938-5723 or email him at owen.tolson@
westpoint.edu.

The Bass Club at West Point
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club shares angling knowledge, conducts 

tournaments, promotes sustainable fishing and performs 
community service in support of West Point outdoor recreation.

Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For more details, contact toddmess@aol.com or go to http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

101 Spin Basics with Paul (MWR item) 
A 101 Spin Basics class with Paul is scheduled at 5:40 a.m. 

on Wednesdays at the MWR Fitness Center Spin Room. 
Paul will look at everything in and out of the saddle, from 

good fit to good position to good form. 
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

Round Pond Recreation Area open for the season 
(MWR item)

The Round Pond Recreation Area is now open through 
November and is located off Route 293, only three miles from 
Washington Gate. Round Pond offers cabin, campsite and paddle 
boat rentals. Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday and 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 

For more details, call 845-938-2503 or visit MWR on the 
web at westpoint.armymwr.com.

Pizza Delivery Hours (MWR item)
West Point Bowling Center now delivers seven days a week.
Delivery times are 3-8:30 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Education Center 

College courses are offered through the Army Education 
Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.

Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Kathy Yusaf at 845-569-

3633 or email kathy.yusuf@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Erazo at 845-398-4102 

or email gierazo@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Education Center—Testing Office
The Army Education Center at West Point offers the following  

Army Personnel Tests (APT)—AFCT, DLAB, DLPT and SIFT.  
We also offer the TABE and GT Predictor.

Testing is offered by appointment only. To make your 
appointment or for questions, call 845-938-3360 or email Janet 
Browne at janet.p.browne.ctr@mail.mil or Gwenn Wallace at  
gwenn.t.wallace.ctr@mail.mil. 

The AEC is also an Authorized PearsonVUE Testing Site, 
open on a space available basis, to Soldiers, civilian personnel, 
military contractors and family members who hold a military 
ID card.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.m.mierva.ctr@mail.mil or stop by the Army 
Education Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Community/mwr

Go Batty Bat Program at Bear Mountain State Park
Join educators from Trailside Museums and Zoo for an 

introduction to bats and bat detection at 7:30 p.m. today at Bear 
Mountain State Park. 

Meet at the picnic tables near the boat house behind Bear 
Mountain Inn. Bring a flashlight as the program will end after 

dark. Suitable for ages 8 and up. Cancellation due to weather 
will be posted on www.trailsidezoo.org. 

For more details, call Courtney Larson at 845-786-2701, ext. 
293 or email Courtney.Larson@parks.ny.gov. 

West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market
A new season of the West Point Town of Highlands Farmers 

Market runs 9 a.m.-2 p.m. every Sunday through Oct. 27. 
This Sunday is the Arts and Crafts Day. See ad on page 11. 

Gen. Montgomery Day Run/Walk
The 29th annual Gen. Montgomery Day 8K Run/walk will 

be held Sept. 7 as the kickoff event for the daylong festivities of 
Gen. Montgomery Day in the village of Montgomery. 

Proceeds will benefit the Cancer Resource Center of the 
Hudson Valley. Runners and walkers will race 4.97 miles through 
a moderately challenging course starting and ending at the 
Montgomery Senior Center. 

Registration begins at 6:45 a.m. and the race start, rain or 
shine, is 8 a.m. 

The event includes a Kids Fun Run, awards for the top three 
male and female runners and walkers, and swag bags. 

Register online at https://survivors8k.org/. Participants are 
encouraged to form teams to honor loved ones, friends, family, 
neighbors and co-workers affected by cancer. 

Details can be found at https://survivors8k.org/ or call the 
Cancer Resource Center of the Hudson Valley at 845-457-5000.

The Women of Sacred Heart 
fifth annual Pasta Dinner 

The Women of Sacred Heart 
will hold its annual Pasta Dinner 
from 6:15-8:45 p.m. Sept. 28.

The cost is $10 for adults, 
$5 for seniors and children. 
Children under 5 years old are free. 
Reservations are required.  

For more details, call 845-446-
2055 or see the Highland Falls, 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church 
Bulletin.

Highland Falls Library exhibit
The Highland Falls Library 

proudly presents an exhibit by photographer Stan Goldblatt, 
“The Appalachian Trail–Fort Montgomery Project: Portraits of 
Thru Hikers on the Appalachian Trail,” which is now open and 
runs through Oct. 4.

The Highland Falls Library is located at 298 Main Street in 
Highland Falls. 

The library and the exhibit are open at 10 a.m. Monday-
Saturday with various closing hours daily. 

For details, contact Leslie Rose at lrose@rcls.org or 845-
446-3113.

Second (Indianhead) Division Association reunion
The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 

for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time.  

For details about the association and its 98th annual reunion 
in Tucson, Arizona from Sept. 18-22; contact Bob Haynes at 
2idahq@comcast.net or call 224-225-1202.  

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

School Board Vacancy
The West Point School Board has announced that an 

election will be held on Sept. 12 to fill two vacancies on the 
Board. School Board members are actively involved military 
community members who demonstrate interest in one of the 
most vital aspects of our American way of life—the education 
of our young people. 

Any adult living on West Point can enter the election. To 
be a candidate, each person seeking office must pick up the 
official “School Board Candidate Petition” from either the 
elementary or middle school main office. 

The completed petition must be returned to the Community 
Superintendent’s office by Sept. 6 for names to be placed on 
the official ballot. 

School Board members are elected by parents of children 
attending school at West Point and serve for a three-year term 
of office, but a three-year commitment is not required. 

The School Board members play an important role by 
being the voice of the community and serving in an advisory 
role to the Community Superintendent. We encourage you to 
play a greater role in your community by running for election 
as a school board member. For details, call the Community 
Superintendent’s office at 703-630-7012.

and 3-9:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For delivery, call 938-2140.

Lee Area CYS Facility Part Day Preschool Registration 
(MWR item) 

The Part Day Preschool (PDPS) program offers two- and 
three-day participation options throughout the academic year. 

The PDPS is facilitated from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
September through June. Register for School Year 2019-20 at 
militarychildcare.com.

For more details, call 845-938-8530/0941.
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BREAKING: Dierks Bentley to Headline Fall Concert 
at Michie Stadium Oct. 18 

West Point MWR and Army West Point Athletics present: 
Dierks Bentley Burning Man Tour 2019. Joined by Dustin Lynch 
and special guest, the concert will be held at 7 p.m. Oct. 18 at 
Michie Stadium.

Reduced priced tickets available for the West Point 
community through Sept. 5 to all .edu and .mil email holders. 

Tickets go on sale to the general public beginning Sept. 6. 
All tickets are available online at goarmywestpoint.com/tickets.

See Page 7 for concert ad and press release.

CYS Home School Boat Ride Sept. 26
School Support Services invites all families who will be 

home schooling their children to cruise the Hudson River from 
10:30 a.m.-noon Sept. 26.  

Meet new families and/or reconnect after the summer months. 
Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins at 10 a.m. at South 
Dock. This event is free and there is no RSVP required. 

You are welcome to bring snacks and drinks for your family.  
Visit the below link for gate access information at https://home.
army.mil/westpoint/index.php/about/visitor-information. 

For details or to ask questions, call 845-938-2092 or email 
michi.l.carl.naf@mail.mil.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

Kid’s Bowl Free Program through Friday
Bowling is free for kids at the West Point Bowling Center 

when they sign-up online for the Kid’s Bowl Free Program. 
Sign-up is at kidsbowlfree.com/army.
For more details, call 845-938-2140.

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE FAMILIES

2019 Unit Intramural Flag Football League sign-ups
The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the 2019 West Point 

Unit Intramural Flag Football League.
Individuals and/or team sign-ups will be open to all USMA 

personnel 18 years of age and older. Games will be played on 
Monday and Wednesday evenings at the USMAPS Football Field. 

Deadline for entries will be today. League play will start 
on Wednesday. To sign up and/or for more information, email 
james.p.mcguinness.naf@mail.mil or call 845-938-3066.

Stand Up Paddle Yoga with Outdoor Recreation 
Equipment Checkout Center (updated)

Sign up today with ODR for Stand Up Paddle Yoga 
throughout the summer. The checkout center is located at 648 
Wilson Road behind the West Point Post Offi  ce. 

Try SUP Yoga from 10-11:30 a.m. Saturday. Take an 
Introduction to SUP Yoga from 10-11:30 a.m. Sept. 14. 

There is a nominal fee for these classes which includes a 
paddleboard. For more details and to register, call 845-938-0123.

Kayak Tours and lessons with Outdoor Recreation 

Equipment Checkout Center (updated)
Visit ODR today and sign-up for one of its many tours or 

lessons throughout the summer. The checkout center is located 
at 648 Wilson Road behind the West Point Post Offi  ce.

Take Intro to Kayaking from 10-11:30 a.m. Sept. 7. There is 
a nominal fee for these classes and tours which include kayak 
and tour. 

For more details and to register, call 845-938-0123.

West Point 10th annual Oktoberfest
West Point’s 10th annual Oktoberfest is scheduled for 4-9 

p.m. Sept. 13 (Adult Night) and 3-8 p.m. Sept. 14 (Family Day) 
at Victor Constant Ski Area. 

Enjoy authentic German entertainment provided by Alpine 
Squeeze and food from the West Point Club and West Point 
Golf Course. 

The event is open to the public. There is a nominal entrance 
fee. For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Bow Hunter Education Course Sept. 15 
The Bow Hunter Education Course will be held from 9 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. Sept. 15 at Bonneville Cabin at Round Pond Recreation 
Area. This course is free and good for life. Register online at dec.
ny.gov/outdoor/92278. 

Complete the NYS required homework and bring the 
homework to class. This class is required to purchase N.Y. State/
West Point Bow Hunting License/Permits. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or call 
845-938-2503.

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheons 
at the West Point Club (updated)

Tickets now on sale for Army Football Spirit Luncheons. 
Purchase your tickets from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the West Point Club’s Admin Offi  ce. 

Each luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game. The next 
luncheon of the season is Morgan State on Sept. 18. 

The following luncheon is Tulane on Oct. 3. Doors open at 
11 a.m. and the luncheon begins at noon. 

Buy your tickets early for reserved seats. For more details, 
visit thewestpointclub.com or call 845-938-5120.

West Point Golf Course Specials
Golf & Grub Special—Special includes 18 Holes, cart, 

anything off  the menu and draft beer or soft drink. 
All fees are included. Available weekdays after 10 a.m., 

weekends after 1 p.m., through Oct. 20. Weekdays $59, weekends 
$65.

Family Golf Special—through Oct. 20, 3 p.m. to 45 minutes 
before dusk on Fridays through Sundays. 

Season pass holders pay $10, while active duty, retired 
military/DOD pay $25. All others pay $35, and it includes green 
fees and cart. Special kids meal price is $5 for children 10 and 
under. To schedule a tee time, book a private outing, or for more 
details, call 845-938-2435 or visit golfatwestpoint.com. 

Indoor Firearm Shooting now available at West Point
Come on down to the Tronsrue Marksmanship Center today. 

The center is located at 665 Tower Road, adjacent to the Gillis 
Field House.

 Hours of operation are 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday-Friday. 
Recreational shooting is open to all DOD cardholders and their 
guests. They have gun rentals, ammunition and targets for sale. 

For more details and to register, call 845-938-1700 or visit 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Framing and engraving with West Point Arts and Crafts 
The custom framing experts at Arts and Crafts can turn any 

MWR Free Summer Movie Night with Outdoor 
Recreation

Join Outdoor Recreation for its outdoor movie “Incredibles 
2” at 8:15 p.m. Sept. 6 at the H-Lot Fields located at 1202 Stony 
Lonesome Road. Enjoy a free movie on a giant infl atable screen. 
Bring your own blankets and chairs. 

Movie concessions available for purchase. For details, call 
845-938-0123 or visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Recreational Swimming—Season concludes following 
Labor Day 

Only a short time remains until outdoor swim season 
concludes, following Labor Day weekend. Be sure to check out 
MWR’s Jungle Joe bouncy, cornhole boards, great picnic and 
grilling spots and a sandy swim beach. 

For more details on swim passes, visit westpoint.armymwr.
com/programs/swimming, or call 845-938-2985/3170/5139.

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point residents 
The West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go is available Monday 

through Friday. Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify 
delivery time between 5-7 p.m. or a pick up time between 
4:30–6:30 p.m. and pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s 
Benny Havens Lounge. 

Delivery service is available for West Point residents only. 
Fifteen-minute parking is authorized for dinner pick up in front 
of the club. 

Servings for four or six are available for a nominal fee. 
For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or 

call 845-446-5506/5504.

MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op
The MWR Fitness Center Co-Op is looking for new members. 
The Co-Op is comprised of CYS eligible patrons with 

children ages 6 weeks to 5 years who are looking to work out 
while having your child participate in volunteer facilitated 
childcare. 

In exchange for your child’s participation co-op members 
agree to support other members and assist with the supervision 
of children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested, call the CYS Outreach Services Offi  ce 
at 845-938-3969.

Women Rock the Forts Tour Saturday (updated)
Army Entertainment presents Country Music Stars Maddie 

& Tae at 7 p.m. Saturday at the West Point Club. 
Tickets can be purchased online at westpoint.armymwr.

com or by visiting Leisure Travel Services on West Point 
located at Building 683 Buckner Loop, next to Subway. 

The event is open to authorized MWR patrons (DOD 
cardholders) and their guests. Concessions are available onsite. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or call 
845-938-6497. See the ad on page 11.

achievement into a timeless work of art. 
Choose from more than 500 quality moldings, 450 acid-free 

mats and opt for UV-protective glass to prevent fading.  
They also off er engraving for any special occasion. Give them 

a call for any special engraving items you may have. 
Arts and Crafts’ easy and quick pricing allows you to design 

to your budget. For more details, call 845-938-4812.

Champagne Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club
Join the West Point Club for the Champagne Sunday Brunch. 
Sunday Brunch is from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Pierce Dining 

Room and runs through Nov. 17.
There is a nominal fee for these brunches. 
Reserve your spot in advance at thewestpointclub.com. For 

more details, call 845-938-5120.
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Keller Corner
West Point Blood Drive ends today

The New York Blood Center (NYBC), 
with support from Keller Army Community 
Hospital, will host the West Point Blood Drive 
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. today at Eisenhower Hall.

All donations will assist greatly in 
replenishing the ongoing blood inventory for 
all types of blood. 

Go to http://nybloodcenter.org/donate-
blood/become-donor/can-i-donate-blood/ 
to learn if you are eligible to donate.  

 
Patient Family Advisory Committee 
meeting scheduled for Sept. 27

The next Patient Family Advisory 
Committee meeting is scheduled from 
3-4 p.m. Sept. 27 at the Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic, Room G59 (ground fl oor). 

The PFAC is an opportunity for the 
“voice of the benefi ciary” to have interactive 
conversations with medical providers. 

The information shared will play an 
active role in how our practice prioritizes and 
designs changes that will aff ect the patient 
community.

Some of the topics the PFAC would like 
to focus on include:

• Patient experience
• Patient Safety
• Quality Improvement
• Patient Education
• Patient/Family Communication
• Marketing
• Professional Education
• Access to Care
• Current Events at KACH
The PFAC is  open to al l  Kel ler 

benefi ciaries, including active duty, reservist, 
veterans, retirees and the West Point 
community.

KACH webpage is active
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

webpage has been redesigned and is now 

active. The deactivation and redesign was 
in alignment with the transition from U.S. 
Army Medical Command to Defense Health 
Agency. The Internet page address is https://
kach.amedd.army.mil.  

Substance Use Disorder Clinic open
The KACH’s Substance Use Disorder 

Clinic Care (SUDCC) is open to cadets, active 
duty service members and benefi ciaries who 
are interested in seeking help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use disorder 
clinical care, including assessment, education, 
treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare, 
for cadets, service members and other 
benefi ciaries within an integrated medical and 
behavioral health model to enhance health 
and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own, in hopes 
to prevent them from possibly experiencing 
an alcohol or drug related incident. 

The SUDCC is located in Building 656 
and you can schedule an appointment by 
walking in from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday- 
Friday or calling 845-938-7691. 

EFMP In/Out Processing Hours
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

Exceptional Family Member Program 
(EFMP) has established limited hours for in/
out processing for active duty members  from 
9-11 a.m. Monday-Friday. 

Help KACH reduce, eliminate “No 
Shows”

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
asking for your assistance in reducing, and 
eventually, eliminating “no-shows” on missed 
appointments.

There is a saying in the medical 
community that “an appointment missed by 
you, is an appointment missed by two”—1.) 
the appointment missed by the patient, and 
2.) that missed appointment time that another 
patient could have had.

KACH asks that as soon as you realize you 
will not make your scheduled appointment, 
call the Appointment Center at 845-938-
7992 or 800-552-2907, or visit https://www.
tricareonline.com/, and cancel so we can 
re-book that slot for another benefi ciary.

Friday—Closed.
Saturday—“Spiderman: Far From Home,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

• First Day of School Photo: Take 
that special fi rst day of school picture and 
email to jgellman@bbcgrp.com. 

All entries will be put on Facebook. 
Please submit by Saturday.

For more details or if you have questions 
about the entries, email jgellman@bbcgrp.
com.

• National Grandparents Day: Join 
West Point Family Homes as it makes gifts 
from the heart, to show our grandparents 
how special they are in our life and how 
much we care. 

Stop B126 Washington Road from 
3:15-4:30 p.m. Wednesday for National 

Gradnparents Day. 
To personalize your craft, please bring 

a picture of you with your grandparents. 
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.

com by Sunday.

•  Yard  Sa le :  The  Wes t  Po in t 
Community Fall Yard Sale is scheduled 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 12. It will happen 
rain or shine.

All events are free and open to current 
West Point residents. To register for any or 
all of these events, email jgellman@bbcgrp.
com with the number of people that will be 
attending.
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West Point Band presents annual Labor Day celebration
Story and photo by West Point Band

The West Point Band will conclude the 
“Music Under the Stars” concert series with 
its annual Labor Day celebration at 7:30 p.m.  
Sunday at Trophy Point Amphitheater. In the 
event of inclement weather, the concert will 
take place Monday. 

This popular performance concludes with 
cannon blasts and a spectacular fireworks show 
over the Hudson River. 

This concert is free and open to all. Please 
RSVP by visiting westpointband.eventbrite.
com. Registering for this event allows us to send 
you up-to-date concert information, including 
cancellations.  

Summer may be coming to an end, so send 
it out with a bang at one of the Hudson Valley’s 
favorite annual traditions. Culminating in a 
performance of Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture 

with live cannon fire and a fantastic fireworks 
display, this concert will feature classics of the 
band repertoire; the martial airs of the band’s 
field music group, the Hellcats; and a lively set 
from the Benny Havens Band. Bring your picnic 
and spend an evening taking in the beautiful 
views at Trophy Point and the music of the 
West Point Band. 

Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization and 
continues to provide world-class music to 
educate, train and inspire the Corps of Cadets 
and to serve as ambassadors of the United 
States Military Academy and the Army to local, 
national and international communities. 

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. West Point Band news 
can also be found by following us on Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube and Twitter.

T h e  W e s t 
Point Band will 
conclude the 
“Music Under 
t h e  S t a r s ” 
concert series 
with its annual 
L a b o r  D a y 
c e l e b r a t i o n 
at 7:30 p.m.  
S u n d a y  a t 
Trophy Point 
Amphitheater.
In the event 
of inclement 
weather, the 
concert  wi l l 
t a k e  p l a c e 
Monday. 
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Hopkins Jr. selected to Manning Award Watch List 
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Senior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr. 
earned his sixth preseason accolade after being 
selected to the Manning Award Watch List on 
Aug. 21.

The list includes 30 of the top quarterbacks 
in the nation heading into the 2019 season. The 
winner will again be selected by a voting panel, 
which includes national media and each of the 
Mannings, after the bowls.

The Manning Award was created by the 
Allstate Sugar Bowl in honor of the college 
football accomplishments of Archie, Peyton and 
Eli Manning. It is the only quarterback award 

that includes the candidates’ bowl performances 
in its balloting.

“We have another great group of quarterbacks 
coming back this season,” Archie Manning 
said. “For our Watch List, we aim to recognize 
players who have already been successful on 
the field for their teams, but every quarterback 
in the country remains eligible. We’ll make 
some midseason additions to the list as some 
of the younger quarterbacks and the transfers 
establish themselves. I’m really looking forward 
to getting the season started this weekend and 
keeping a close eye on everyone right through 
the national championship in New Orleans.”

Inclusion on the Watch List is not necessary 
for the quarterbacks to be selected for the honor. 

Midseason additions to the Watch List will be 
announced on Oct. 17. The list of 10 finalists 
will be released on Nov. 28. 

The winner will be announced in the week 
following the College Football Playoff National 
Championship.

This year’s Watch List includes players from 
all 10 Football Bowl Subdivision conferences. 
The SEC leads the way with six selections, 
while the Pac-12 and the Big Ten each have 
four selections, followed by the ACC and the 
Big 12 with three each. 

There are 16 seniors on the list while the 
junior class is represented by 10 quarterbacks 
and the sophomore class has four.

This is Hopkins Jr.’s sixth preseason honor as 

he was also added to the Johnny Unitas Golden 
Arm Award, Walter Camp Award, Maxwell 
Award, Davey O’Brien National Quarterback 
Award and CFPA National Performer of the 
Year watch lists.

Under center last year, Hopkins Jr. became 
the first player in Academy history to throw and 
rush for 1,000 yards in the same season. 

He also registered five rushing touchdowns 
in the Lockheed Martin Armed Forces Bowl to 
tie the Army single-game record. 

The Charlotte, N.C., native closed out his 
first year as the primary play caller with 17 
rushing touchdowns, which tied Carlton Jones 
(‘06) and Trent Steelman (‘13) for a single-
season program record. 

Senior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr. earned his sixth preseason accolade after being selected to the Manning Award Watch List on Aug. 21. The list includes 
30 of the top quarterbacks in the nation heading into the 2019 season. The winner will again be selected by a voting panel, which includes national media and 
each of the Mannings, after the bowls.             Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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Women’s Soccer falls to Vermont in OT
Freshman midfi elder Lauren Drysdale drilled the ball to the left post in the 80th minute to knot the score at 1-1 with Vermont Sunday at Malek Stadium at Clinton 
Field. However, Vermont scored 1:46 into overtime to earn the 2-1 victory.                     Photo by Army Athletic Communications

By Ally Kiern
Army Athletic Communications

For the second time in four days, 
the Army West Point Women’s Soccer 
team scored late in the game to force 
overtime. 

Freshman midfielder Lauren 
Drysdale drilled the ball to the left 
post in the 80th minute to knot the 

score at 1-1 with Vermont Sunday at 
Malek Stadium at Clinton Field. 

However, Vermont scored 1:46 
into overtime to earn the 2-1 victory.

How it happened
• Vermont jumped ahead 1-0 in 

the eighth minute when Ella Bankert 
sailed one into Army’s net from the 
top of the box. 

• With 79:08 on the clock, 
Drysdale took advantage of a loose 
ball the Catamounts attempted to 
clear up the fi eld. Drysdale shot from 
outside the arc drilling the left side of 
the goal for the score. 

• Just 1:46 into the overtime 
period, Vermont’s Karen Wallace 
netted the game-winner off  a cross 
ball from Ali Price. 

Highlights and game notes 
• Vermont improved to 2-0-0 

on the year, while the Cadets went 
to 0-1-1. 

• Drysdale scored her first 
collegiate goal and boosts her season 
point total to three leading the squad. 

• Army outshot the Catamounts 
14-5 and held a 7-1 advantage in 
corner kicks. 

• Sydney Cassalia made two 
saves on the day. 

• Mia Padon, Lauren Stovar and 
Erynn Johns led the Black Knights' 
off ense with two shots apiece. 

Up next
• The Black Knights are back at 

Malek Stadium at Clinton Field to 
face Albany today at 7 p.m. 


