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Reminder: Pershing Barracks ribbon-cutting is 1 p.m. Tuesday.

Army wraps up CIC, downs Air Force

Pointer View  

(Above) Senior linebacker James Nachtigal wraps up a runner for one of his team-
leading 11 tackles during Army West Point’s 17-14 victory over Air Force Nov. 3 at 
Michie Stadium. With the win, the Black Knights retain the Commander In Chief’s 
trophy for another year, which marks the fi rst time Army West Point has received 
the trophy in back-to-back seasons since it began in 1972. The win also gave the 
Black Knights their second-straight victory over the Falcons for the fi rst time since 
they claimed three consecutive wins from 1976-78. (Left) Coach Jeff  Monken and 
his team celebrate after the singing of the Alma Mater second.   
                        Photos by Brandon O’Connor/PV (above) and Class of 2020 Cadet Amanda Lin
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Five former Superintendents return, interact during panel discussion 
By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy saw the return 
of five men who helped shape West Point and 
overseen its role in producing leaders for a 21st 
century Army Nov. 2-3.

Five former superintendents—retired Lt. 
Gen. Daniel W. Christman, retired Lt. Gen. 
William J. Lennox Jr., retired Lt. Gen. Buster L. 
Hagenbeck, retired Lt. Gen. David H. Huntoon 
and retired Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.—spent 
the two days at West Point meeting with current 
superintendent Lt. Gen. Darryl A. Williams, 
interacting with cadets and then watching 
Army beat Air Force in football to retain the 
Commander in Chief’s Trophy. 

“These people have done more to shape the 
modern U.S. Military Academy than any other 
group that could be assembled,” Dean of the 
Academic Board Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb said 
at the beginning of a panel she hosted with 
the former superintendents Nov. 2. “I really 
appreciate you taking the time to do this with 
us. The five gentlemen seated with us today 
really need no introduction.”

During their visit ,  the five former 
superintendents and their spouses met with 
Williams to talk about the Academy and receive 
an update on where things stand. Because of 
the nature of the position and the short tenure 
of superintendents, projects started by one are 
inevitably finished by his successor, such as 
the barracks renovations currently underway.

“What you are looking at here is a relay 
race,” Lennox, who served as superintendent 
from 2001-06, said. “Gen. Christman started 
some things and passed the baton. I got some 
things finished and passed it on. It goes all the 
way … It really is a relay race. One starts it and 
passes it all the way down. You probably will 
never see an item that you want completed on 
your tour, but down the line it has been. It is 
incumbent on us to keep that going.”   

The former superintendents also had the 
opportunity to teach a class and each lunch in 
the mess hall with the cadets. After lunch, they 
participated in a panel discussion moderated 
by Jebb. 

During the more than an hourlong 
discussion, the superintendents and Jebb 
talked about topics ranging from challenges 
they faced during their tenures and how 
the composition of the Corps of Cadets has 
changed in the last 20 years to changes they 
see coming in the future and the sustainability 
of an all-volunteer Army. 

“I think the bigger issue is the civilian/

military divide as an unintended consequence 
over many years and it is not getting any 
better and won’t get any better any time 
soon,” Caslen, who served as superintendent 

from 2013 until June, said of the impact of 
an all-volunteer Army. “The consequences of 
a civilian/military divide really go to what I 
talked about previously and that is that trust 

relationship with our client—America—
and the risk to that trust. There is a lack of 
understanding of what takes place because of 
the volunteer Army.”

During the time Christman, Lennox, 
Hegenbeck, Huntoon and Caslen served 
as superintendents, the America they were 
preparing cadets to protect drastically changed. 
Most drastically, the attack on Sept. 11, 2001 
altered the career paths of every class that 
graduated in the ensuing years. 

During those years, Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell was repealed and the Academy became 
more diverse to better mirror the country. The 
economy crashed tightening budgets for every 
aspect of the country and they were forced to 
oversee plans to modernize both the buildings 
at the Academy and the curriculum to meet 
the needs of an evermore technologically 
connected world.

“I think the value of the Academy is clearly 
even more apparent and even stronger than 
when I arrived here in 1996,” Christman said. 
“Each of us at this table battled budgets. That 
hasn’t changed. What we battled in the early 
to mid-’90s were existential questions about 
whether West Point should exist. I know it is 
hard to believe this in 2018.”

A replay of the panel will play on the 
command channel Mondays at 7:30 a.m., 
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. and Fridays at 7:30 
p.m. through the end of the month. 

The five most recent former Superintendents of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point held a panel discussion at the 
U.S. Military Academy Nov. 2.                                                   Photos by Matt Moeller/USMA PAO

Former Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, retired Lt. 
Gen. William J. Lennox Jr., who served as superintendent from 2001-06, speaks 
during the panel discussion as former superintendents, retired Lt. Gen. Daniel 
W. Christman (left) and retired Lt. Gen. Buster L. Hagenbeck, chuckle during 
his reply to a question.
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The Great War’s affect on West Point still permeates today
By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor

Engraved on pieces of brass, 43 names 
stand as permanent testaments to the graduates 
of the U.S. Military Academy who gave their 
lives fighting for America in World War I. 

One-hundred years after the conclusion 
of the Great War, the shockwaves that rippled 
across the Atlantic Ocean from the battlefields 
in Europe and lapped against the banks of the 
Hudson River where USMA stands can still be 
felt permeating throughout West Point.

Officers at the Academy were sent to war, 
classes were graduated early and the battle 
in Europe laid the groundwork for massive 
changes to the curriculum and atmosphere at 
West Point that enabled it to become the school 
it is today.

From the time Sylvanus Thayer served as 
superintendent in the early 1800s, except for 
a blip during the Civil War, West Point had 
been a four-year experience for the cadets. The 
traditions of the school were built upon the 
classes starting as Plebes and graduating four 
years later following intensive study of math, 
engineering and military science. 

The foundational four-year curriculum 
on which West Point was built was shattered 
during World War I, and nearly done away 
with for good, as the Army expanded rapidly 
from thousands to millions creating a need for 
leaders on the battlefield. 

“Some (cadets) were here just a year and a 
half. The Army was desperate for Soldiers. We 
went from 98,000 Soldiers in the U.S. Army to 
4 million in less than a year. You need officers,” 
Sherman Fleek, the USMA Historian, said. 
“The acceleration of classes caused turmoil and 
frustration here… Four classes were graduated 
early (during World War I). They brought in 
new cadets through the summers of ’17 and ’18 
at different times and then there was another 
huge entrance in November of 1918.”

The duty to produce officers fell mostly to 
West Point, because the ROTC program as we 
have it now did not exist yet. World War I also 
marked the first time in American history where 

the entire war effort was led by professional 
Soldiers. 

A century later, West Point graduates 
Gen. John J. Pershing, who commanded the 
American Expeditionary Forces, as well as Gen. 
George S. Patton and Gen. Douglas MacArthur, 
who both cut their teeth in World War I before 
playing major roles in World War II, remain 
three of the most recognizable figures in 
American military history. At the highest levels 
of the Army, almost all of the leaders were West 
Point graduates assuring the role West Point still 
plays in today’s Army.

“World War I does solidify the idea that 
West Point and the professional Army will 
control the management of the Army in the 
United States and it won’t be these amateur 
politicians,” Col. Ty Seidule, the head of the 

Department of History at West Point, said. “It 
was the first war we had in American history 
where there were no political generals. In that 
sense, the professionals controlled the Army.”

Putting West Point more-or-less in charge 
of the war paid dividends on the battlefield as 
the leaders knew each other and could work 
together. After seeing the impact disease had on 
the Spanish-American War, hygiene was taught  
to cadets in the years leading up to World War 1 
and beyond, which kept Soldiers alive as they 
fought in Europe. 

With the rapid expansion of the forces, their 
time at West Point meant graduates were some 
of the few people within the Army who actually 
had experience and knew how to be Soldiers.

“Pershing said that the standard of the 
American Expeditionary Forces will be those 
of West Point,” Seidule said. “He really set the 
standard of what that Army would look like 
from his experience at West Point.”

As the war waged, so many cadets were 
graduated early that it left the Academy with 
only one class, whose members had only been 
at USMA for a few months. More than 500 
graduates, from two classes, were graduated 
together Nov. 1, 1918, only 10 days before 
the war officially ended. The chaos stripped 
the school of almost all of its traditions as 
the curriculum was diluted with the rapid 
progression of classes, cadets were graduated 
early and classes entered the Academy at 
multiple times during the year.

For all the stress the chaos created at West 
Point, it also left the door open for changes 
to be made. Leaders who had spent multiple 
years in Europe fighting the war returned with 
knowledge of how the battlefield actually was 
and would be going forward, what the Army 
looked like and what changes needed to be 

made to prepare future Army leaders for the 
new world.

“Change, until very recently, came very 
slowly,” Seidule said. “When MacArthur comes 
back (as superintendent), he implements a 
number of changes. Instead of training out on 
The Plain, it used to be that out on The Plain 
they would put tents and they would have 
these drill practice parades every day and then 
at night they would have dances, he moved to 
Fort Dix over the summer and starts to move 
the curriculum to more of a balance between 
humanities and math.”

MacArthur also fought to return the school 
to a four-year curriculum, albeit not the same 
curriculum that had existed before the war. In 
Europe, he had fought with American Soldiers 
who spoke different languages and came from 
different cultures. The battlefields were no 
longer the open plains of the west, they were 
cities and trenches. This led him to change 
the training the cadets received and open 
the curriculum to subjects beyond math and 
science. 

The changes he first implemented, some 
of which were then rolled back before being 
reinstituted in the 1940s, also included giving 
the cadets more freedom, implementing the 
honor code and more. Those changes can still 
be felt today as cadets study languages and 
social sciences and spend the summer training 
at Camp Buckner.    

“He introduced hygiene and psychology 
and broadened the curriculum for cadets to learn 
more about the world,” Fleek said. “These were 
all things that needed to be done, and the trauma 
of what happened here during World War I was 
the open door to make all these changes, which 
probably wouldn’t have happened if business 
was usual.” 

Assistant Secretary of War Benedict Crowell and U.S. Military Academy officials review cadets. Originally the class of 
1920, this class was graduated early due to World War I.       Photo by William Stockbridge/USMA Library Archives

Moving pontoon boats offshore and into the Hudson River during training in 
July 1918.                                   Photo by William Stockbridge/USMA Library Archives
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Air Force captures Flag, takes first head-to-head Cyber competition
By Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor

The cyber world isn’t dark and 
foreboding, or an alternate reality, 
as in the movie, “The Matrix,” but 
with the perpetual fights against 
cyberattacks, the challenge is 
being adaptable enough in an 
ever-changing environment to 
keep sensitive materials safe from 
getting into the hands of the enemy. 

With cyber developing into 
a high priority in the future of 
Army and military operations, the 
importance of having great young 
minds at the forefront of the fight 
is a critical piece to future success.

At the U.S. Military Academy, 
the Cadet Competitive Cyber Team 
(C3T) gets into the inner workings 
of the cyber domain and participates 
in about 10 competitions a year. 
During Army-Air Force Week, the 
team hosted its first head-to-head 
competition with the U.S. Air Force 
Academy in a Capture the Flag 
Cyber Competition Nov. 2 in the 
Cyber Lab in Thayer Hall. 

The competit ion is about 
developing and demonstrating 
skills in a competitive exercise 
environment that challenges 
cadets to conduct all aspects of 
cyberspace operations. Capture 
the Flag is a type of computer 
security competition that presents 
competitors with authentic software 
flaws in an increasingly difficult, 
challenge-based setting.

“In the competition, both teams 
have a vulnerable server that is 
running some custom programs and 
their task is to find bugs in those 
programs,” Capt. Roy Ragsdale, 
research scientist, Army Cyber 
Institute, said. “Once they do, they 
need to patch their bugs in their 
system, develop exploits against 
those vulnerabilities to steal flags 

and also maintain their services 
availability.”

A flag, which they are trying 
to steal, is a string of characters, 
such as ‘ACI{hack_on_A7B554},’ 
which demonstrate a competitor 
has successfully exploited a bug. 
This, in turn, provides an objective 
measure of success, so if the team 
gets a flag, the team’s method is 
correct.

“The flag in this format (of 
competition) is just a way to prove 
that you have control of their 
system,” Ragsdale, who is also 
an instructor in the Department 
of Electrical Engineering and 
Computer Science, said. “It’s secret 
information that demonstrates that 
you were able to compromise their 
system and (steal) some data that 
would represent, in real life, any 
sensitive information that would 
be on a system.”

The CTF competition between 
Army and Air Force involved 
12 cadets on each side with each 
team trying to find vulnerabilities, 
develop patches to protect their 
flags (defense), develop exploits to 
steal flags (offense) and keep their 
services running (availability). 

“(This  compet i t ion)  is  a 
phenomenal opportunity to get 
exposed to new skills and be 
challenged in a competi t ive 
environment,” Ragsdale said.

The challenge was created by 
five developers, including U.S. 
Military Academy 2014 graduate, 
Capt. Christian Sharpsten, who is 
stationed at Fort Meade, Maryland.

Sharpsten helped establish the 
Cadet Competitive Cyber Team in 
2013 as a cadet, and said, “We led 
the team through its initial stages.”

“It’s exciting to see how it’s 
grown from something very 
informal with a few cadets with 
faculty support, to something 

formalized and supported by 
leadership,” Sharpsten said. 

All challenge developers, except 
for the Air Force contributions, 
were previous members of the C3T.

Sharpsten explained that the 
competition was launched with 
an unknown quantity with the 
vulnerable box that the teams had 
to secure. He said the first steps 
were trying to identify which 
services were running, where the 
source code was located, and from 
there, doing vulnerability analysis 
to try to find the vulnerabilities and 
patch them and then exploit the 
other team.

“The cyber domain is all about 
code,” Ragsdale said. “The systems 
that we’re using and protecting, 
we rely on code, and the systems 
that we’re exploiting and taking 
advantage of there are flaws in that 
code. It is about understanding the 
system where its expected behavior 
defers from its actual behavior.”

Ragsdale articulated that the 
toughest part of the competition was 
getting exposed to an unfamiliar 
scenario and having to rapidly gain 
the new knowledge and integrate 
that with existing knowledge so 
that the team could make progress. 

The Cadet-in-Charge of C3T, 
Class of 2019 Cadet Ryan Brunner, 
agreed with Ragsdale’s assessment 
in dealing with the exotic, ever-
changing scenario.

“Adapting to new problems 
(is tough),” Brunner said. “You 
always have an understanding of 
things beforehand, but no one is 
ever going to show you the same 

thing twice. So you always have 
to be integrating new knowledge 
and learning on the fly and then 
understanding that well enough 
to use it effectively. It’s just 
knowledge integration.”

Brunner described the first 
head-to-head competition with 
Air Force, although there is an 
all-military competition called the 
NSA Cyber Exercise (NCX), as a 
great opportunity to battle against 
their fellow military members and 
build future relationships. 

“Like MacArthur says, on the 
fields of friendly strife, sowing 
the seeds, so on and so forth, it 
is a great opportunity to build a 
relationship with another academy 
with the cyber force in general,” 
Brunner said. “It’s more than just 
a team exercise, I think it’s a great 
experience for the department and 
institution as well.”

Brunner is only a week away 
from knowing what his Army 
branch will be, his first choice 
is the Cyber branch. His hope 
is reaching that goal, but he is 
enthusiastic to get in the early 
stages of Cyber Operations, which 
is a burgeoning component in the 
Army and military as a whole.

“I love the idea that it’s a new 
branch, the culture is still forming,” 
Brunner said. “As an officer, I 
would have a chance to get in the 
ground floor and shape the culture 
and be a positive influence on it for 
years to come.”

He said the curriculum in the 
EECS department has prepared him 
well for his future, and although 

the cyber environment is ever-
changing that it is not nearly as 
dark as the world of “The Matrix.”

“It’s so pervasive that you 
can’t see it as any one thing. I like 
to think standing here, I have my 
phone in my pocket, I’ve got my 
laptop on my desk, it’s so ingrained 
in my life and everyone’s life, it’s 
just everywhere,” Brunner said. 
“So that makes it exciting, but 
also terrifying because everyone 
has that fear someone is looking 
through their webcam, and that’s 
absolutely a real thing that happens. 

“That means it’s all the more 
important that we take care and 
have a good understanding of how 
to defend and protect the country, 
but also the American people from 
this ever present danger,” he added. 
“I don’t see it as dark or scary, it’s 
here and here to stay.”

When the six-hour competition 
was all said and done, the USAFA 
team took home the “Shell” 
trophy and Star for winning the 
competition. Not winning didn’t 
help set the precedent that Brunner 
and his teammates were expecting, 
however, Brunner is excited about 
the future of the event and the hope 
of future Army victories.

“It would mean what we are 
doing here is right, the training 
plan we have and everything 
we’re doing to prepare is going 
well,” Brunner concluded about the 
future. “It would really motivate 
the team. It would motivate me, 
too. Even though I won’t be here, 
it would be a great thing to look 
forward to.”

Members of the U.S. Military Academy Cadet Competitive Cyber Team get into the inner workings 
of the cyber domain during Army-Air Force Week as the team hosted its first head-to-head 
competition with the U.S. Air Force Academy in a Capture the Flag Cyber Competition Nov. 2 
in the Cyber Lab in Thayer Hall.                                                                     Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

A member of the U.S. Air Force Academy Cyber Team performs 
his duties during the Capture the Flag Cyber Competition Nov. 
2 in Thayer Hall.            Photo by Michelle Eberhart/USMA PAO
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Many sports activities between academies on Army-Air Force Weekend

Crossfit

Boxing

Climbing

Hockey

Photo by Dawn Sela

Photo by Class of 2020 Cadet Amanda Lin

Photo by Dawes Strickler

Photo by Paul Rader
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Admissions employee creates unique Halloween village
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Halloween is the holiday noted for 
dressing up in scary costumes and going from 
house to house begging for candy or being  
met with, well, some trick. It has morphed 
since it began in Europe and was both a pagan 
and Christian holiday coming on the eve of All 
Saints Day, Nov. 1, and All Souls Day, Nov. 2. 

Monica Trevino, computer officer in 
the Directorate of Admissions, prefers the 
American custom and isn’t your typical 
Halloween aficionado. She’s not a child 
or teen, but an adult working in the DAD. 
But, she does have a special talent, creating 
Halloween villages and does so every year in 
her office, which takes up one of her walls.

Trevino said that Halloween has always 
been her favorite holiday.

“I had two aunts born on Halloween,” 
Trevino said. “They weren’t twins and one 
was born a couple of years before the other 
but it was my mom that made a custom out 
of Halloween.”

Trevino, who is a former Army enlisted 
Soldier as a radio and command repairman, 
said it was a few years after her service she 
began to become interested in collecting 
Halloween stuff.

“I learned how to solder in the Army,” she 

said. “So, I was able to either make or repair 
my Halloween equipment. I actually didn’t 
begin to collect stuff until about 2014. The 
stuff I have here is about one quarter of what 
I have at home.” 

The village is elaborate and delights her 
co-workers who are also too willing to help. 

“One year, I was on crutches and all my 
co-workers carried them up to the office and 
placed them up,” Trevino said. “They just 
asked me where I would like them to go.”

Trevino said she began collecting and 
creating villages with a small shopping cart 
at a craft shop and she would recolor some 
figures and learned to sculpt her own figures 
with polymer clay and then baking the base.

“I like to create a theme for each village,” 
Trevino said. “This village is called ‘Spooky 
Town’ and one was Nightmare on Elm Street 
and Friday the 13th. That was a horror movie-
type theme. 

I have even bought Christmas figurines 
and repainted them into Halloween stuff. It 
is fun and I really enjoy it, and people really 
seem to like it,” she added.

She says that sometime her collecting gets 
annoying to her partner at home because soon 
there will be no room in the house for all of 
her collecting, so she does try to scale it down, 
but you couldn’t prove it by the village she 
has on the third floor of Building 606.  

It's spooky in the admissions office during Halloween when Monica Trevino, 
computer officer in the Directorate of Admissions, displays her yearly Halloween 
village that spreads along the wall in her office. Her co-workers love to help her 
place them, and help lug her supplies up to the third floor and take the time 
(they start in July) to place the figures and to figure out a theme.

Halloween fun, festivities at West Point

(Above) The Rabble Rousers dressed up in their 
Halloween attire and jumped into trucks to travel through 
all of West Point’s housing areas to throw candy to the 
neighborhood children Oct. 31 as part of the annual 
Halloween Parade. (Left) Home decorations are big 
during Halloween, but this big spider grabbed people’s 
attentions along Washington Road. Photos by Kathy 
Eastwood/PV (left) and Sgt. 1st Class Josephine Pride/USMA PAO
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From the Foxhole...

American Valor: A Salute to Our Heroes

Story by Maj. Noel Sioson
Department of Military Instruction

Select cadets from the Corps attended the American Veterans 
Center’s 21st annual Veterans Day Conference and National 
Youth Leadership Summit Oct. 25-27 in Washington D.C. 

The three-day conference honored wounded warriors, 

female trailblazers and some of our nation’s most valorous 
heroes, including the Tuskegee Airmen. The cadets also had 
the opportunity to visit the National Archives, the Norwegian 
Ambassador’s Residence and attend a televised Gala hosted by 
Rob Riggle with celebrity presenters including Sarah Drew, 
Omar Epps, Maria Menounos, Leslie Odom, Jr. and Kellie 
Pickler.

The conference opened with a televised event hosted by 
Jennifer Griffin, National Security Correspondent, Fox News 
Channel. 

The event focused on “The Wounded Warrior Experience” 
and featured service members wounded in the line of duty, 
sharing their inspiring stories of recovery and determination, 
along with resources available to service members transitioning 
from the military to the private sector. 

Following this event, cadets enjoyed the opportunity to view 
the Declaration of Independence in the National Archives and 
meet with two surviving Tuskegee Airmen.

The following days focused on keynote speakers and 
panelists that ranged from female trailblazers like Elinor Otto 
(a “Rosie the Riveter” building airplanes in World War II and 
recently retired at the age of 95), Tuskegee Airmen, a Medal 
of Honor recipient during the Korean War and a platoon leader 
and last living officer from E Company, 2nd Battalon, 506th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division—the 
famed “Band of Brothers.” Notably, the Norwegian Ambassador 

Class of 2019 Cadet Courtney Hill issues verbal commands to render salutes in honor of the Heroes.

Cadets interact with two living Tuskegee Airmen 
at the American Veterans Center’s 21st annual 
Veterans Day Conference and National Youth 
Leadership Summit Oct. 25-27 in Washington D.C.  
             Courtesy Photos 

opened his residence to the conference attendees and cadets 
practiced social, professional decorum while interacting with 
fellow service academies and ROTC cadets. 

This social event presented personal and professional 
development opportunities as cadets discussed professional 
topics in a semi-formal setting.

The conference concluded with a recorded event hosted by 
Rob Riggle which will be aired by ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC 
nationwide on Veterans Day. 

Of note, based on her demonstrated maturity and initiative, 
coordinators selected Class of 2019 Cadet Courtney Hill to lead 
all cadets across the joint service academies and commissioning 
sources in ceremonial honor toward the recognized veterans. 

Additionally, Class of 2019 Cadet Nicky Manitzas leveraged 
an opportunity to interact with the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Representative Office and discussed her experiences studying 
in Taipei last year. Manitzas impressed the delegation and the 
Deputy Chief of Mission remarked, “She’s very well spoken 
and quite impressive.”

Overall, the conference succeeded in exposing cadets to 
phenomenal leaders, heroes and role models. They learned 
about valor through first-hand accounts and impressed everyone 
with their intelligence and curiosity. An annual event, the AVC 
Conference provides a dynamic learning environment that 
connects heroes of old with future leaders to pass on knowledge 
and impart wisdom for decades to come.
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday organ recital events at the Cadet Chapel

The upcoming events at the Cadet Chapel through 2018:
• Sunday, 2:30 p.m.—Rhonda Sider Edgington, Class of 

1936 recital;
• Nov. 18, 2:30 p.m.—Matthew Cates;
• Dec. 2, 3:30 p.m.—60th annual Handel’s Messiah with 

Cadet Choir, Combined Choirs and Orchestra.
More recitals will be posted when information is available.
Check them out on Facebook at West Point Cadet Chapel 

Organ Recitals.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Veterans Day Wreath Laying and Commemoration of 
the Centennial of the Armistice

Veterans Day began as Armistice Day to commemorate 
the ending of combat in World War I. Since 1954, it has been 
known as Veterans Day to honor all those who have served in 
the Armed Forces. 

In keeping with this tradition, the National Purple Heart Hall 
of Honor will conduct a brief ceremony and wreath laying at 2 
p.m. Sunday in commemoration of Veterans Day. 

This ceremony will take place outside, weather permitting, 
by the flag poles at the Hall of Honor.

At 2:30 p.m., the program will continue in the Hall of Honor 
program space. 

I n  H o n o r  o f 
t h e  Wo r l d  Wa r  I 
Centennial, the focus 
this year will be about 
local Purple Heart 
veterans of the Great 
War as it was then 
known. 

Hear about some 

Community

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Cynthia Laudato at 845-

569-3252 or email cynthia.laudato@msmc.edu; and

of the experiences of our local veterans and also come see the 
uniform worn by local Word War I veteran and Purple Heart 
recipient Malcolm Tuthill. 

Seating is limited for the indoor portion of the program and 
reservations are strongly encouraged. Call 845-561-1765 for 
reservations. 

Also, for details, visit The National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor website at www.thepurpleheart.com.

The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is located at 374 
Temple Hill Road (Route 300) in New Windsor, New York.

Important message: Veterans of American Legion 
needs volunteers for Saturday and Sunday

Calling Military members, veterans and cadets at West Point, 
the Mount Kisko American Legion Post needs your help. 

For over 50 years, members of the Mt. Kisco American 
Legion have been “Marching Post” at the World War Memorial 
at Brookside Avenue in Mount Kisko, New York, for the 24 
hours prior to 11 a.m. on Sunday, which marks the cease fire 
that ended World War I.

The members of the Legion are getting old and having 
considerable trouble filling the one-hour posts. We are looking 
for volunteers to help keep this wonderful tradition going. 

Call 914-241-0136 for details on which hours are still 
available to be filled. You may be teamed up with a Legion 
member, or a volunteer from the Civil Air Patrol of a member 
of the New York Guard who are also helping.  

You are also welcome to be part of the 11 a.m. service at the 
conclusion of the mission. Uniform is optional to either Class 
A or ACU. 

Bird Walk at Hessian Lake, Bear Mountain State Park
Join Emily Enoch on a guided autumn bird walk around 

Hessian Lake at Bear Mountain State Park on Monday. 
Meet at the Bear Mountain Inn at 9 a.m. Wear sturdy walking 

shoes and bring binoculars. 
For information and to register, contact Enoch at 845-786-

2701, ext. 293 or email emily.enoch@parks.ny.gov. Parking at 
Bear Mountain State Park is $10 per vehicle. 

AWANA Program
Join the AWANA Program to learn more about God, 

memorize bible verses, game time and fun. 
The program is scheduled from 4:15-5:45 p.m. Sunday 

evenings for Kindergarten-12th grade at the Youth Center and 
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds at the Post Chapel Nursery. 

The program runs through May 5. For details, contact Jane 
Kimbrell at Jtkmamacita@gmail.com.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

Poker Nite and NFL Sundays at Fireside in Highland 
Falls 

Poker Nite at Fireside Restaurant includes multiple prizes 
available weekly and all-season long, including a trip to qualify 
for a Main Event in Las Vegas. It is free to play. There are 
tournaments at 7 and 9 p.m. every Wednesday. There are drink 
specials available. 

Also, all NFL games are available at Fireside during the 
season. Wings and drink specials available during the games. 

Fireside Restaurant is located on 3 Mountain Avenue in 
Highland Falls. 

For details, contact Kevin at 845-325-6724 or email 
k.schoff@live.com.

2019 Health Benefits Open Season and Health 
Benefits Fair

 The 2019 Open Season for health, dental and vision 
insurance and flexible spending accounts will be held from 
Monday through Dec. 10. 

The annual open season gives federal employees and 
retirees the opportunity to review their health plan choices and 
make changes for the following year. It also allows eligible 
employees to enroll for coverage.  

There is also a Health Benefits Fair scheduled for 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. Wednesday at Eisenhower Hall’s Riverside Cafe, second 
floor.

Enrollees should review the benefits and premiums for 
their health plan choices and decide what coverage will best 
fit their health care needs in the coming year.  

For additional information, visit https://www.opm.gov/
healthcare-insurance/healthcare/ and https://www.abc.
army.mil.

• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 
or email gfunaro@stac.edu.

Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson 
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
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Ski Swap & Sale
Save the date! A Ski Swap and Sale is scheduled from 8 a.m.-6 

p.m. Dec. 1 at the Victor Constant Ski Area. 
Open to the public. For more details, call 845-938-8810.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE FAMILIES

CYS Youth Sports Recreational Basketball
Child and Youth Services is off ering recreational basketball 

games from Dec. 3-March 2 at the Youth Center Gym. 
• Little Shooters (4 year olds)—Saturdays 10-10:45 a.m.;
• Training League (5-6 year olds)—Monday/Wednesday 

5-6 p.m.; 
• Collegiate League (7-8 year olds)—Monday/Wednesday 

6-7 p.m.;
• Jr. NBA (9-11year olds)—Tuesday/Thursday 6-7 p.m.
Registration will be open through Nov. 16. For more details, 

call 845-938-3208.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, 
learn and make new friends. 

Pre-registration is not required. There’s always something 
fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

West Point Club’s Spirit Luncheons
Tickets are on sale for Army West Point Football Spirit 

Luncheons at the West Point Club’s Adminstration Offi  ce, from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. The luncheons are open to the public.

Doors open at 11 a.m. with the luncheon beginning at noon. 
The luncheon dates are: 
• Today—Lafayette; 
• Nov. 15—Colgate;
• Dec. 4—Navy. 
Buy early for reserved seats and save! Each luncheon is a Pep 

Rally for that week’s game held in the Club’s Grand Ballroom. 
There is a nominal fee for each luncheon. For details, call 

845-446-5504.

Painting 103—Palette Knife (Grades 5 & up)
Come out to West Point Arts & Crafts from 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

today, Nov. 15 and 29 for Painting 103. Students will be working 
with acrylic paints and palette knifes to create a painting of their 
choice. 

Images will be provided for the students to work from or they 
may bring their own. There is a nominal fee for these classes. 

To register, call 845-938-4812.

MWR General Skate Program starts Sunday
The MWR Sports offi  ce will conduct the 2018-19 Community 

General Skate Program at Tate Rink starting Nov. 4. It is open to 
all West Point personnel, DOD personnel and families. All skaters 
must supply their own skates. The dates for MWR Community 
General Skate are as follows:

• Sunday and Nov. 25—3:30-5:15 p.m.;
• Dec. 2, 9, 16 and 30—3:30-5:15 p.m.;
• Jan. 27, Feb. 3 and 17 and March 3—3:30-5:15 p.m.
There will be one skating date during Christmas break from 

12:30-2:15 p.m. Dec. 28. For more details, call the Skate Hotline 
at 845-938-2991.

Champagne Sunday Brunch (updated)

The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. Sunday at 
the West Point Club. This is the last brunch of the season.

The club’s executive chef and his team present a diff erent 
menu including action stations and desserts. 

There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or visit 
www.thewestpointclub.com.

West Point Club Thanksgiving Dinner To-Go Program 
No time to prepare a Thanksgiving Dinner? Then let the West 

Point Club do all the work for you. All orders must be received 
by Nov. 16. Meal pick up will be on Nov. 21 by 5 p.m. 

No cancellations after Nov. 19. Ala Carte menu only available 
with purchase of a full To-Go order. Reheating directions will be 
provided. There is a nominal fee for this program. 

For reservations and a complete menu, visit westpontclub.
com. For more details, call 845-446-5504/5506.

Murder Mystery Dinner Theater at the West Point Club
Join the West Point Club from 7-10 p.m. Nov. 30 for an 

evening of crime and cuisine during the Murder Mystery Dinner. 
This full immersion experience will delight and intrigue 

guests as everyone tries to solve the murder mystery. Actors are 
seated among you so you never know what will happen next. 

Hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar start at 7 p.m. Dinner and show  
at 7:45 p.m. There is a nominal fee for this event. 

Purchase tickets at thewestpointclub.com. For more details, 
call 845-938-5120.

Breakfast with Santa
Enjoy breakfast and a custom cupcake bar with the big man 

himself, Santa, from 9 a.m.-noon Dec. 2. 
A fun-fi lled event for the entire family. Feel free to bring 

your child’s “wish list” letter to present to Santa. There will be 
individual and family photo opportunities throughout the day. 

There is a nominal fee for this event. For a complete menu 
and reservations, visit thewestpointclub.com. 

For more details, call 845-938-5120.

Operation Body Rock 
Join MWR for Operation Body Rock at 10 a.m. every 

Wednesday at the MWR Fitness Center. 
This is a three-month small group personal training series 

with Shannon. 
A small fee will cover the initial baseline appointment, 

weekly workouts and templates, videos, meal plan and grocery 
list ideas, recipes and more. To register, call 845-938-6490.

FCC provider positions available now
Family Child Care is certifi ed in-home child care for children 

ages 4 weeks-12 years. FCC providers are authorized family 
members who operate as independent contractors in housing 
located on a military installation. 

FCC off ers fl exible hours, a home-like environment and 
lower adult/child ratios. FCC allows providers to make their 
own schedule off ering a full range of hourly, full-day and part-
day care. Child and Youth Services is currently looking for new 
FCC providers. 

Family members who live in government quarters on West 
Point are welcome to apply. 

FCC providers receive training and guidance on child care 
skills and the opportunity to provide child care while staying at 
home with their own children. 

We also off er free advertising and referrals. For details, call 
845-938-8528.

Trips with Leisure Travel Services (updated)

Thanksgiving Dinner at the 
West Point Club

Join the West Point Club 
from 1-3 p.m. Nov. 22 for its  
traditional Thanksgiving dinner. 
Visit westpointclub.com to make 
reservations and for a complete 
menu. Reservations will be taken 
for every half hour from 1-3 p.m.

There is a nominal fee for 
this event. No refunds after Nov. 
20. For more details, call 845-
938-5120.

• Trip to Time Square—today. Leave West Point at 10 a.m. 
Leave NYC at 5 p.m. Treat the kids to a matinee on Broadway, 
take in a museum or just enjoy a day in New York City. 

• Walk the Higline—Nov. 18. Leave West Point at 9 a.m. 
Leave NYC at 4 p.m. Walk the beautiful Highline in Manhattan 
and shop the Chelsea Market.

• Museum of Natural History and Macy’s Balloon Infl ation—
Nov. 21. Leave West Point at 9:30 a.m. Leave NYC at 4;30 p.m. 
Visit the renowned Museum and see the Giant Parade Balloons 
come to life;

• Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade—Nov. 22. Leave West 
Point at 6 a.m. Leave NYC after the parade. Join LTS for this 
tradition fi lled with memories of a lifetime. Tickets on sale now.

There is a nominal transportation fee. 
For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

ACS Family Advocacy classes
Earn a certifi cate after completing all four classes in the Army 

Community Service’s Family Advocacy series. The following 
classes are held at ACS, Building 622:

• Parenting Class—The fi rst four Thursdays of every month 
from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Couples Communication Class—The fi rst four Tuesdays 
of every month from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Stress Management Class—The fi rst four Mondays of every 
month from 1-2:30 p.m.; 

• Anger Management Class—The fi rst four Wednesdays of 
every month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

To register, contact Sara Boychak at 845-938-0629 or email 
sara.boychak@usma.edu; or call Catherine Little at 845-938-
0633. Or register online at www.westpointacs.as.me
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Friday—“Goosebumps 2: Haunted Halloween,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“The Nutcracker and the Four Realms,” PG, 7:30 
p.m.
Saturday—“Hunter Killer,” R, 9:30 p.m.
Nov. 16—“Venom,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
KACH Immunization clinic accepts 
eligible ‘walk-ins’ for fl u vaccine

Keller Army Community Hospital would 
like to say “Thank You” to the nearly 800 
people that received the infl uenza vaccine 
during one of our two fl u drives. If you did 
not receive your fl u vaccine, you still can.

The Keller Immunization Department 
—located on the first floor of Keller— 
is accepting “Walk-in’s” for eligible 
benefi ciaries (active duty, dependents and 
retirees). 

Immunization is open from 8 a.m.-noon, 
and 1-3:30 p.m.. There will be no walk-ins 
accepted after 3:30 p.m.

The goal is to vaccinate our entire 
community, so we are encouraging all 
benefi ciaries aged 6 months and above to 
come out. 

Please help us vaccinate 100 percent of 
our population and win the battle against the 
fl u this year—please join us and bring your 
entire family.

PT “Sick Call” for Active Duty and 
Family Members at KACH

Active-duty members and their dependents 
will be able to see a physical therapist, 
at Keller Army Community Hospital, for 
musculo-skeletal injuries on a walk-in basis, 
without an appointment, at 7:30 a.m.

The intent of this program is for members 
of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 
as possible and without the need for a referral. 
Research suggests that the sooner people with 
certain types of injuries see a PT, the sooner 
they recover.

The PT will assess the need for X-rays, 
other diagnostic studies, or other specialty 
care required. 

This time is not intended for chronic 
conditions that have been ongoing for weeks 
or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, routine 
appointments can be made (also with or 
without referral) by calling 845-938-3324.

PT sick call will be held Monday through 
Friday, at 7:30 a.m., except on federal 
and training holidays, and periodically as 
announced.

KACH Substance Use Disorder Clinic 
open

The Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Substance Use Disorder Clinic is open to 
cadets, active duty service members and 
benefi ciaries who are interested in seeking 
help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use disorder 
clinical care, including assessment, education, 
treatment, rehabilitation and aftercare 
for cadets, service members and other 
benefi ciaries within an integrated medical and 
behavioral health model to enhance health 
and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own, in hopes 
to prevent them from possibly experiencing 
an alcohol or drug-related incident.

The SUDC is located in Building 656 and 
you can schedule an appointment by walking 
in 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, or calling 
845-938-7691. 

MHS Nurse Advice Line expands to 
better serve benefi ciaries 

The MHS Nurse Advice Line has 
expanded to better serve benefi ciary needs, 
with extended coverage outside of the 
continental United States to beneficiaries 
throughout Europe, the Pacific and Latin 
America regions. 

Benefi ciaries now have access to the MHS 
Nurse Advice Line through a new website, 
https://MHSNurseAdviceLine.com/home, 
where they can choose to discuss health 
concerns over a phone call, web chat or by 
secure video chat.  

• Melody in Motion: Join West Point 
Family Homes for Melody in Motion with 
Ms. Desrae from 9:30-11 a.m.Tuesday at 
B126 Washington Road.

March in a Veterans Day parade, sing 
about the pilgrims and dance a Navajo Hoop 
dance and turkey trot with us. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by today with the name and age of children 
attending. 

• Thanksgiving Dinner: Join the Youth 
Center and West Point Family Homes from 

5-7 p.m. Nov. 15 at the Youth Center for a 
Thanksgiving dinner, including a full turkey 
dinner with all of the trimmings. 

It is open to all registered youth in grades 
6-12. 

There is a suggested donation of a canned 
or boxed good to attend.

• Thankful Turkey: Stop by B126 
Washington Road to write down on a tail 
feather what you are most thankful for this 
year and attach to create our own community’s 
“Tom” The Thankful Turkey. 

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS

By Destiney Sanchez, DPW Customer Relations

Beat Air Force Bonfi re
The “Beat Air Force Bonfi re” began last weekend’s festivities and is a West Point cadet 

favorite, but support from other team members is crucial to make the fi re roar.  
Members of DPW’s  Electrics Shop installed a temporary electric panel to provide power 

to the sound system and the Roads and Grounds crew worked together to support this long 
standing tradition by creating a gravel pad for the pallets. Go Army! Beat Air Force! 
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Friday

5 p.m.—Women’s sWimming and diving vs. 
LiU BrookLyn, CrandaLL pooL.

7:05 p.m.—HoCkey vs. saCred Heart, tate 
rink.

satUrday

noon—FootBaLL vs. LaFayette, miCHie 
stadiUm.

7 p.m.—voLLeyBaLL vs. ameriCan, giLLis 
FieLd HoUse.

nov. 16
4:30 p.m.—gymnastiCs, BLaCk and goLd 
sCrimmage, gross Center.

5 p.m.—Women’s BasketBaLL vs. st. JoHn’s, 
CHristL arena.

nov. 17
noon—FootBaLL vs. CoLgate, miCHie stadiUm.

**vieW tHe UpComing army West point BLaCk 
knigHts sCHedULe at WWW.goarmyWestpoint.
Com/CaLendar.aspx?vtype=List.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Swimming and Diving drops dual meet to Columbia

The Army West Point Men’s Swimming and Diving team fell to Columbia, 160-140, Nov. 2 at Crandall Pool. The Black 
Knights (2-1) took six events against the Lions (1-0), but were unable to come away with the dual meet win.
             Photo by Christopher Shannon/ Army Athletic Communications

By Matt Tedino
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Swimming and 
Diving team fell to Columbia, 160-140, Nov. 2 
at Crandall Pool.

The Black Knights (2-1) took six events 
against the Lions (1-0), but were unable to come 
away with the dual meet win.

Army notables
• Tom Ottman topped the competition in 

the 1000 free with a time of 9:21.60, over 13 
seconds faster than the first Lions’ swimmer to 
finish. The senior also placed second in the 500 
free once he clocked a time of 4:31.96.

• In the 200 free, Kevin Lin came away 
with a second-place finish once he posted a 
time of 1:39.30.

• Brian McKenrick (50.46) and Jay Yang 
(50.56) scored for Army in the 100 back placing 
second and third, respectively. Yang later went 
on to take second in the 200 back at 1:49.84.

• The 100 breast was highlighted by Brady 
Almand's first-place showing at 56.67. Dang 
followed right behind in second at 56.94.

• Josh Zock was the first Cadet to finish in 
the 50 free once he notched a time of 20.89, 
which was good for second. Brandon McCredie 
rounded out the top-three with his time of 21.24.

• In the 100 free, it was Kevin Doo placing 
first after he touched the wall at 45.03.

• Evan Zhang won the 200 breast with a 
time of 2:03.01.

• Doo (48.48) and Johnny Ellery (50.13) 
placed first and second, respectively, in the 
100 fly.

• First in the 200 IM went to Peter Mikheyev 

once he bested the competition by finishing with 
a time of 1:51.74.

• Hudson Kay took second on both boards 
versus the Lions. He totaled 309.00 on the 
1-meter board and 299.17 on the 3-meter board.

 Wender’s words
“It was a tough loss against a very good 

Columbia team,” head coach Mickey Wender 
said. “We learned a lot and will use this as fuel 
moving forward. A close loss like this stings, but 

we’re progressing well and will be at our best in 
29 days for the Star Meet at home against Navy. 
I’m proud of this group and they are everything 
we want in an Army team. They are tough, smart 
and high-character Cadets.”

ODIA takes Flag Football championship

The Office of the Directorate of 
Intercollegiate Athletics defeated the 
U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School, 20-16, in the championship 
game of the 2018 West Point Flag 
Football Intramural League Oct. 29 
at USMAPS. To reach the final, ODIA 
beat the Stewart Marines 12-6, while 
USMAPS defeated the MP’s/DES 14-
0. The loss was USMAPS first of the 
season as it went 12-0 in the regular 
season.  Photos by Mady Salvani/Army 
Athletic Communications
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W o m e n ’ s  S o c c e r 
outlasts Navy in OT, 
moves onto PL Semis

Junior wing Jason Green scored a try and also converted a two-point conversion during Army West 
Point Men’s Rugby’s 42-0 victory over Air Force Nov. 2 at the Anderson Rugby Complex.               
        Photo by Cordell Hoffer/Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Soccer team celebrates after 
putting together its most complete performance of the season 
in the Patriot League Quarterfinals with a 1-0 double-overtime 
victory over service-academy rival Navy Oct. 30 in Annapolis, 
Md. Sophomore forward Erynn Johns netted the game winner 
in the 102nd minute after senior defenseman Sydney Witham 
sent a free kick into the middle of the box. The Austin, Texas, 
native corralled the bouncing ball and fired a shot that 
escaped the outstretched arm of Sydney Fortson. Sophomore 
goalkeeper Sydney Cassalia, who recently earned All-Patriot 
League Second Team honors, posted her 10th shutout of the 
season with a three-save effort. However, the Black Knights 
were eliminated Nov. 2 by top-seeded Boston University, 
3-0, in Boston. Johns and Witham were both named the 
Patriot League All-Tourament Team after the tournament was 
completed.          Photo courtesy of Army Athletic Communications

Men’s Rugby shuts out Air Force, goes undefeated in Fall
By Frank Shala
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Men’s Rugby team capped off its historic fall season 
with a 42-0 win over Air Force on senior night Nov. 2 at the 
Anderson Rugby Complex.

“We’re most happy with our rate of improvement,” head coach 
Matt Sherman said. “We get better game-to-game, practice-to-
practice, and that's what we’re hungry to keep doing.”

Sophomore center Jayden Demmy led the way for the Black 
Knights (9-0, 6-0) with a hat-trick, three try effort. Sophomore No. 
8 Matthew Meehan was right behind, with two tries of his own.

Senior captain fly half Drew Zagula got the ball rolling with an 
early try in the fourth minute and it was all Army from then out.

“I kind of wanted to come out first, and set the team up,” 
Zagula said. “I wanted to set a mentality and we just kept it up 
going forward.”

How it happened
First Half
4th minute: Try—Drew Zagula—Army (Army leads, 5-0);
9th minute: Try—Jason Green; Conversion (J. Green)— Army 

(Army leads, 12-0);
 13th minute: Try—Matthew Meehan—Army (Army leads, 

17-0);
 30th minute: Try—Matthew Meehan—Army (Army leads, 

22-0);
 35th minute: Try—Jayden Demmy—Army (Army leads, 27-0).
Second Half
 48th minute: Try—Jayden Demmy—Army (Army leads, 32-0);
 54th minute: Try—Jayden Demmy—Army (Army leads, 37-0).

Army highlights and game notes
• The 9-0 record to begin the year is the best start for Army 

men's rugby since varsity play began in 2014.
• Junior wing Jason Green notched his team leading seventh 

try of the season.
• Army climbed to No. 5 this week in the D1A rugby polls.
• The Black Knights finish the year with back-to-back shutouts, 

their only two of the fall. 
• Army is now 4-1 all-time against Air Force in varsity 15s play.
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Army West Point retains Commander In Chief’s Trophy

(Above) Senior running back Darnell Woolfolk (#33) 
ran for 117 yards on 21 carries, including a 52-
yard run, in Army West Point’s 17-14 win over Air 
Force Nov. 3 at Michie Stadium. (Right) Junior wide 
receiver Glen Coates tries to avoid Air Force tacklers 
as he gained four yards on a run. He also added a 
nine-yard reception during the Black Knights’ win.  
Photos by Class of 2020 Cadet Amanda Lin (right) and Class 
of 2021 Cadet Robert Luna (above)

By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

For the second-straight season the Army West Point Football 
team will have some prime hardware to show off after it retained 
the Commander In Chief’s Trophy following a 17-14 victory over 
Air Force Nov. 3 at Michie Stadium.

The Falcons had already defeated Navy earlier in the year 
and a win from them on Saturday would have sent the 170-plus 
pound trophy back to Colorado. Fortunately, the Black Knights 
ended any thought of that happening when they held off a late 
rally by their service-academy foe. 

With the win, Army will at least retain the trophy for another 
year as the worst all three academies can now do is win one game 
each. In the case of a three-way tie, the previous year’s winner 
retains the trophy. 

The Black Knights will have a chance to win the trophy 
outright when they face off against arch-rival Navy in the Army-
Navy Game, presented by USAA on Dec. 8.

The triumph marked the first time in program history Army 
will have the trophy at West Point in back-to-back seasons. 
The win also handed the Black Knights their second-straight 
victory over Air Force for the first time since they claimed three 
consecutive from 1976-78.

Senior running back Darnell Woolfolk rushed for a team-high 
117 yards on 21 carries. Woolfolk added his 32nd career score 
when he punched one in from one-yard out in the first quarter. 

Junior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr. chipped in 75 yards 
rushing and one touchdown, while finishing 3-of-5 in the passing 
game. Senior running back Jordan Asberry was his main target 
gathering 35 yards on two receptions. 

Senior linebacker James Nachtigal led the defense with 11 
tackles, including eight solo shots. This was the first time this 

season the Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, native registered double-
digit tackles.

Highlights and game notes
• Army has won 11 games in a row at home, which is the 

longest streak since the Back Knights won 14 straight from 
1984-86. 

• The Cadets opened the game with a drive of a season-high 
21 plays and over 13 minutes of possession time. 

• The Black Knights were 3-for-3 on fourth down and are 
now 29-for-32 on the season.

• Woolfolk scored his ninth touchdown this year and remains 
sixth all-time in career rushing touchdowns.

• Hopkins ran for a touchdown in the second quarter for his 
eighth rushing score in 2018.

• Woolfolk broke free for a career-long 52 yard scamper in 
the second quarter to set up a Hopkins score.

• Woolfolk ran for over 100 yards for the first time this season 
and fifth time in his career.

• Army has now shut out opponents in the first half three 
times this season. 

• The Black Knights held an opponent under 150 yards 
rushing for seventh time this year. 

• Senior defensive back Mike Reynolds recorded Army's 
third interception of the season in the second quarter. It was the 
second of the senior's career. 

• Senior kicker John Abercrombie was 1-for-1 on field goals 
after hitting a 30-yarder in the fourth quarter. 

• He has also now connected on field goals in four-straight 
games and is 6-for-6 this season.

How it happened
• The Black Knights took the opening drive of the game 75 

yards to take an early 7-0 advantage after Woolfolk found paydirt. 
That drive was filled up with an impressive 21 plays and ate up 
a season-high 13:03 off the game clock. The senior racked up 
nine of those 21 plays during the drive for 32 yards. 

• Midway through the second period Army added to its lead 
when Hopkins crossed into the end zone from six-yards out. That 
drive was highlighted by a 52-yard scamper by Woolfolk that 
put the Black Knights into the redzone. 

• Neither team was able to muster anything throughout much 
of the third period until Air Force finally got on the scoreboard 
with a late touchdown. DJ Hammond III rushed in from the 1-yard 
line to cut into Army’s lead to 14-6. A missed extra point kept the 
Falcons from pulling to within seven with 54 ticks remaining. 

• On the ensuing drive the Black Knights went 62 yards, on 
13 plays, but had to settle for a 30-yard boot from Abercrombie. 
That kick made it a two-score game at 17-6 with just 8:35 left 
to play.

• Air Force used 3:16 of that remaining time to drive 75 yards 
to again cut the advantage to 17-14 after a Joseph Saucier score 
and two-point conversion. 

• The Falcons then forced the Cadets to punt after five plays 
handing them the ball back with a little over three minutes to 
play. Air Force picked up a first down by way of penalty but was 
halted to a 4th-and-3 situation after only picking up seven yards. 
Hammond kept the fourth down snap but Cole Christiansen read 
it all the way as the junior drove the sophomore back for no gain. 
Turnover on downs.

• Army still needed to gain a first down to secure the win 
since Air Force stopped the clock with two timeouts. And that’s 
exactly what the Black Knights did as head coach Jeff Monken 
decided to go for it on 4th-and-1 from the Army 49-yard line. 

• After the final cannon sounded the only thing left to do 
was to Sing Second.


