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Myer receives Nininger Award
Lt. Col. Matthew Myer (above, in the middle), U.S. Military 
Academy Class of 2001, was honored with the 2018 Alexander 
R. Nininger Award for Valor at Arms Sept. 27 during a ceremony 
at the Cadet Mess Hall. He received a Silver Star for his actions 
during the Battle of Wanat July 13, 2008 in Afghanistan. He 
was company commander to Chosen Company, 2nd Battalion 
(Airborne), 503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade 
during the battle. Myer is currently the commander of the 1st 
Battalion, 501st Infantry (Airborne) Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry Division. The award, 
named after 2nd Lt. Alexander R. Nininger, is given to a USMA 
graduate who demonstrated exemplary heroic action in battle. 
(Right) Myer and his family pose with West Point Association 
of Graduates President and CEO Todd Browne and his wife (far 
left) after to the event. See Page 3 for story and photos from the 
Nininger Award ceremony.     Photos by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO
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Community members walk to raise awareness, prevent suicide
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

It was a beautiful day, complete with blue 
skies and the coolness that comes with autumn 
for a walk. But it was for a somber cause. The 
West Point community took part in the fifth 
annual Out of the Darkness community walk 
Sept. 29 to raise awareness and funds for the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. 

Community members viewed quilts with 
the names and photos of loved ones who died 
due to suicide. Participants selected different 
colored beads like white to represent a loss 
of a child, red for the loss of a spouse, orange 
for a loss of a sibling and green for a personal 
struggle with suicide. 

U.S. Military Academy Class of 2019 Cadet 
Mackenzie Garner spoke about her identical 
twin sister, Meagan, and her struggle with 
suicide.

“My twin sister suffered from depression in 
high school,” Garner said. “She started cutting 
herself. In the past seven years, she has been 
hospitalized 15 times because of attempts at 
suicide. I found her passed out from an overdose 
twice. This past spring after a bad session with 
her psychologist who had suggested that she be 
hospitalized, she tried to hang herself. She was 
institutionalized for seven months.

“I don’t want anyone to go through what 
I have gone through,” Garner explained. 

“Meagan is still with us. I hold on to the 
idea that all her failed attempts is a sign that 
somewhere, (deep inside) she wants to live. 

Events like today remind me not to take 
anything for granted.” 

 Suicide is on the rise. In 2016, nearly 

45,000 Americans age 10 and older died by 
suicide. Suicide is the 10th leading cause of 
death in the U.S., according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

More than half of the people who died of 
suicide did not have a known diagnosed mental 
health issue. Relationship problems or loss, 
substance misuse, health problems, job, money 
and legal or housing issues often contribute to 
the risk of suicide. And an estimated quarter 
million people each year become suicide 
survivors.

Historically, military suicide rates have 
been lower than those rates found in the general 
population, but suicide by active duty and 
veterans is on the rise, and is the second leading 
cause of death in the U.S. military, according 
to the Centers of Deployment and Psychology.

Elevated suicide risk endures well beyond 
military service with veterans carrying a much 
greater risk for suicide than their civilian 
counterparts. 

Although veterans represent 8.5 percent 
of the U.S. population, veterans account 
for approximately 18 percent of all adult 
suicide deaths in the U.S. That means that 
approximately 26 veterans die each day by 
suicide.

(Above) U.S. Military Academy staff, faculty, cadets and community members came together and participated in the 
fifth annual Out of the Darkness walk, which is a national/community suicide awareness walk, Sept. 29 at Daly Field. 
The event not only brings awareness to the fight to prevent suicide, but it also remembers those who died by suicide. 
(Above right) A remembrance wall and beads represent those who died from suicide.

Col. William Ostlund, director 
of the Department of Military 
Instruction, Medal of Honor 
Recipient Ryan Pitts, Command 
Sgt. Maj. Scott Beeson and Lt. 
Col. Matthew Myer, the 2018 
recipient of the Nininger Award, 
spoke about their deployment in 
Afghanistan during the Modern 
War Institute Speaker Series 
Sept. 28. They recounted their 
stories of valor from Waygal 
Valley in 2008.        
     Photo by Michael Lopez/USMA PAO

M W I  t a l k s 
v a l o r  i n 
Waygal Valley
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Myer receives Nininger Award for valor in Afghanistan
By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

Standing at the podium with a medal around 
his neck, the Alexander R. Nininger Award for 
Valor at Arms looked like an individual award 
for Lt. Col. Matthew Myer, U.S. Military 
Academy Class of 2001. But during his speech, 
Myer made it abundantly clear that it couldn’t 
be further from the truth.

A silver bracelet he wears on his wrist bears 
the names of 17 comrades who were killed in 
action during his tour in Afghanistan, including 
16 fellow Army Soldiers. And joining him at 
the ceremony Sept. 27 at the Cadet Mess Hall 
were the parents and brother of his fellow U.S. 
Military Academy grad 1st Lt. Matt Ferrara, 
USMA Class of 2005, whose name is one of 
those upon the bracelet after he was killed Nov. 
9, 2007.

“In August of 2007, just 90 days after 
we deployed from Italy, shots rang out in the 
early morning deep in the Waygal Valley of 
Nuristan Province,” Myer said. “At the center 
of chaos was a young platoon leader who calmly 
surveilled the battlefield. He was only two years 
from graduating West Point in 2005 and he 
stared combat square in the face. 1st Lt. Matt 
Ferrara quickly understood that the numerically 
superior force that was descending upon his base 
intended to do more than just fire a few shots.”

Myer told the story of how Ferrara directed 
the A-10s flying overhead while fighting to 
secure his platoon’s location and saved the life 
of every Soldier under his command. For his 
actions that day, Ferrara earned the Silver Star, 
but only 79 days later he was killed in another 
ambush. 

Speaking to the Corps of Cadets and the 
leadership of West Point, Myer used Ferrara’s 
story to show just what it takes to be a leader 
and ask the Soldiers under your command to 
trust you with their lives and run toward danger 

Lt. Col. Matthew Myer, U.S. Military Academy Class of 2001, was honored with the 2018 Alexander R. Nininger Award 
for Valor at Arms Sept. 27 during a ceremony at the Cadet Mess Hall. Myer (above in officer uniform) stands with a 
group of cadets after the Nininger Award presentation. The West Point Association of Graduates Nininger Award is 
given annually to a recent graduate who has been decorated for valor. The Nininger Award was established in 2006 
on a suggestion from Doug Kenna, USMA Class of 1945, that WPAOG bring the valorous combat deeds of West Point 
graduates in the Global War on Terrorism to the attention of the Corps of Cadets. The award is presented each year 
through an endowment created by Kenna and his wife, Jean.                                           Photos by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO
instead of away from it.

“Matt Ferrara’s story is a compelling display 
of courage under fire, but in all the chaos, I 
ask you what did he see? What did he see in 
the eyes of his Soldiers? What makes up that 
moment when a leader looks into the eyes of his 
platoon and asked them to follow her or him into 
danger?” Myer said. “That moment is the most 
precious thing you could ever receive as a leader. 
When Soldiers choose danger over preservation 
they are telling a leader, ‘Sir or Ma’am, I am not 
so sure about this, but I will follow you into it.’ 
Their choice to follow is something we don’t 
ever deserve. No one ever deserves something 
that precious and valuable. As leaders, we get 
it over and over again.” 

During his 15-month deployment in 
Afghanistan from 2007-08, Myer commanded 
Chosen Company, 2nd Battalion (Airborne) 
503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne 
Brigade. The Soldiers under his command 
received 87 valor awards including two Medals 
of Honor and 13 Silver Stars, one of which was 
received by Myer himself.

Myer received his Silver Star and by 
extension the Nininger Award, which is given 
annually to a West Point graduate in recognition 
of his or her bravery and heroic action in battle, 
for his actions July 13, 2008 during the Battle 
of Wanat. 

Under heavy fire from more than 200 
enemy combatants, Myer led the defense of 
his company’s position calling in air assaults 
and medevacs while returning fire and placing 
himself directly in harm’s way to secure the 
Observation Post after heavy casualties left it 
vulnerable. Nine members of Chosen Company 
were killed and 16 others were seriously 

injured during the more than four-hour fight, 
but through the valor of Myer and his fellow 
Soldiers, they were able to defeat the attacking 
enemy and secure their position. 

“What makes up that intangible gift of a 
moment when Soldiers choose to follow?” 
Myer asked. “As I reflected over the years, that 
moment is duty, it is honor and it is country. 
If you thought that was a motto that builds 
leaders, it is so much more than that. In the 
moment known only in combat, Soldiers show 
us the importance of doing what we said we 
were going to do. Our duty. They show us how 
to honor those before us. Those that shaped us. 
Those that raised us. Those that have fallen in 
battle. It is in that moment, that as a guardian 
of freedom, our Soldiers show us how great 
our country is. So great, that they are willing 
to repeatedly face death to protect its ideals.”

A 2001 graduate of West Point, Myer and 
his classmates’ career have been unmeasurably 
shaped by the events that occurred on Sept. 11, 
2001, only a few months after their graduation. 
When they left the academy, the possible 
deployments for the class were to Bosnia, 
Myer said, but that quickly changed following 
the attacks as they prepared to deploy to 
Afghanistan and then Iraq.

“It changed a lot of things and we were 
immediately thrust into several combat 
deployments, which really kind of shaped my 
class into the leaders that they are collectively 
today,” Myer said. “It thrust us into a lot of 
unknown situations and the value of those 
relationships and the ability to use your 
relationships and work hard is what helped push 
us through all that diversity.”

Myer is a third generation West Point 

graduate and is currently stationed in Anchorage, 
Alaska as the commander of the 1st Battalion, 
501st Infantry (Airborne) Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry 
Division. 

Myer is the third member of his class to 
receive the Nininger Award, which has been 
given out annually since 2006 by the West 
Point Association of Graduates, through an 
endowment created by Doug Kenna, USMA 
Class of 1945, and his wife, Jean. 

The award is named for Class of 1941 
graduate Alexander R. Nininger who was the 
first Soldier to be awarded the Medal of Honor 
for acts of valor during World War II. 

“I think valor occurs when somebody is 
committed to the person to their left and their 
right,” Myer said. “They are put in an adverse 
situation where what they have to do to survive 
is motivated by their desire to help the people 
around them. That desire comes from a tight 
bonded relationship that they have that is built 
through training and experience in combat.”

After speaking about what it takes for 
Soldiers to choose to follow their commander 
into battle, Myer challenged the 4,400 cadets 
currently at West Point to follow in the footsteps 
of their fellow members of the Long Gray Line 
and be a commander worth being followed.

“I challenge each one of the cadets in this 
great hall to earn that moment just like Matt 
Ferrara, McArthur and Nininger,” he said. 
“Never rest, never waiver, never say good 
enough. Reach deep into your preparation for 
those who will follow you. Work hard every day 
to be a leader who earns the honor of seeing in 
the eyes of a Solider the willingness to follow 
you into the worst situations.” 

A closeup of the 2018 Alexander R. 
Nininger Award medal presented to 
Lt. Col. Matthew Myer, U.S. Military 
Academy Class of 2001.
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Former Secretary of Defense Panetta to receive Thayer Award
By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

Former Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta 
may not have graduated from the U.S. Military 
Academy, but he has spent his entire adult 
living out the academy’s motto of “Duty, 
Honor, Country.”

First as an Army officer and then as a 
Representative, Director of the CIA and 
Secretary of Defense, Panetta has committed 
his life to public service. He will be honored 
for that lifelong dedication to the ethos of 
West Point today as the 2018 recipient of the 
Sylvanus Thayer Award.

Previous recipients of the award include 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, who received the award 
before it was changed to honor commitment 
to duty, honor, country by non-West Point 
graduates, as well as Neil Armstrong, 
Condoleezza Rice and George W. Bush, the 
2017 recipient. 

The award is presented annually by the 
West Point Association of Graduates to a 
citizen of the United States whose character 
and accomplishments uphold the motto of 
“Duty, Honor, Country.”

“As a former Army officer and former 
Secretary of Defense who had the responsibility 
to deploy our warriors into harm’s way, 
the Thayer Award to me is one of the most 
important honors of my life,” Panetta said. “It 
is very humbling to join that list that includes 
not only Eisenhower, but so many of our great 
statesmen and military heroes in our history. 
For me, it is a very humbling experience to 
receive that award.”

Panetta served as an Army Intelligence 
officer from 1964-66 before serving in the 
House of Representatives from 1977 to 1993. 
He also served as President Bill Clinton’s 
Chief of Staff before holding the positions of 
Director of the CIA and Secretary of Defense 
under President Barack Obama. 

As Director of the CIA, Panetta oversaw 
the operation that led to the discovery and death 
of Osama Bin Laden following the attacks on 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

“Public service is about making a difference 
in the lives of others,” Panetta said. “I have had 
the opportunity in all of my public service jobs 
to have had some impact on other’s lives. But, 
the pre-eminent accomplishment I think was 
as Director of the CIA and the planning and 
overseeing of the mission that brought Bin 
Laden to justice.”

Panetta said as they began that day, they 
had no way of being certain Bin Laden was at 
the complex, but they trusted the work of the 
intelligence officers and the Special Forces 
team on the ground to go forward and see the 
mission through.

“We felt, and certainly I felt, that we had 
enough evidence that we should proceed with 
the mission, and thank God the president felt 
the same way,” Panetta said. “I can tell you, 
when we got the code word Geronimo that they 
had gotten Bin Laden, there was a tremendous 
relief amongst all those who worked on it and 

we felt suddenly that all of the work and all of 
the sacrifice involved was worthwhile.”

While at the CIA and Department of 
Defense, Panetta helped enact changes 
to policies that made the groups he was 
overseeing more diverse and opened the doors 
for more people to serve. 

This included overseeing the repealing 
of  “Don’t ask, Don’t Tell,” which applied to 
LGBTQ members of the military.

“I think everyone should have the 
opportunity to serve. My experience has proven 
that everyone has the ability to serve effectively 
and honorably for this country,” Panetta said. 
“I really believe that our country is much better 
when we allow everyone the opportunity to 

serve in uniform. We all owe it to our country 
and the strength of our country is based on 
the respect of the dignity of every individual. 
To have those individuals represented in our 
military force I think is a very important 
message to the rest of the world about what 
the United States of America is really about.”

Panetta will be honored with the Thayer 
Award during a dinner in his honor tonight 
in the Cadet Mess Hall. During the dinner, he 
will address the assembled Corps of Cadets 
who upon graduation will work to uphold that 
motto of “Duty, Honor, Country” in their own 
lives of service.

“I have looked into their eyes on the 
battlefield of Iraq and Afghanistan and 

elsewhere throughout the world,” Panetta said 
of West Point graduates. “What I saw was a 
total devotion to the service of their country. 
Duty, Honor, Country, I think is more than 
a motto. It is their lives. They are putting 
their lives on the line in order to protect their 
country. I have always been greatly impressed 
by that total commitment to our nation. 

“Basic to the ability to do the job has 
been a respect for Duty, Honor and Country. 
If those values are there, I think our country 
will always not only survive, but thrive in the 
future,” he added.

A Brigade Review will be held on The Plain 
at 5 p.m. today and the Thayer Award dinner 
will be begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Former Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta will be honored for his lifelong dedication to the ethos of West Point today 
as the 2018 recipient of the Sylvanus Thayer Award.                           Courtesy Photo
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Cadet Club activities
Water Polo: The Army West Point Water Polo team held its first home tournament of the 

year Sept. 22-23. They hosted nine teams from across the New York Division and played their 
first four official games of the season, winning all four. 

Army’s first game was against Binghamton. While the first quarter was close, Army quickly 
pulled away during the second and third quarters with goals scored across the roster. Notably, all 
three plebes scored their first Army Water Polo goals. Army closed out the game against Binghamton 
with a final score of 19-1. 

Army then faced Hamilton in its second game on the weekend. While the first quarter was again 
close, Army shut down Hamilton throughout the rest of the game, ending with a final score of 20-4. 

On Sept. 23, Army went up against Cornell, the team it has identified as its most formidable 
opponent in the division. The first quarter ended in an even 2-2, but the Army team would not 
allow for a tie. They moved two points ahead by the end of the second quarter and increased the 
gap throughout the rest of the game, ending with a score of 13-8. 

Class of 2019 Cadet Patrick Cowley and Class of 2020 Cadet Aaron Chough each put up an 
impressive three points, and Class of 2019 Cadet Matt Kim consistently scored a point a quarter, 
for a total contribution of four. 

Army’s final game, and the last game of the tournament, was against Syracuse. Army quickly 
found and held their lead against Syracuse for a final score of 17-4. The entire Army team contributed 
to the win as more than half of the players scored at least one goal. The weekend was an important 
stepping stone in the path to nationals at Arizona State University in November.    

Outstanding performances by Army Marathon at Canada Army Run
By Class of 2020 Cadet Ryan French 
Army West Point Marathon Team

  
The Army West Point Marathon team 

traveled to Ottawa, Ontario to compete in the 
11th annual Canada Army Run Sept. 23. The 
team competed in the Half Marathon category, 
and performed extremely well. 

Notable standouts include having eight 
runners finish in the top three of their respective 
age categories, Class of 2021 Cadet Charles 
Hogeboom finishing eighth-place overall, and 
Class of 2020 Cadet Kate Sanborn impressively 
finishing as the top overall female in her half-
marathon debut. 

Other awardees include Class of 2020 
Cadet Murray Johnston and Class of 2022 
Cadets Kyle Stacks, Nick McDonald, Ava 
Lusskin and Emily Dinallo and Class of 2020 
Coast Guard Exchange Cadet Andrew Segalla.

The Canada Army Run is an annual day 
of races held in the Canadian national capital 
of Ottawa. 

The first Canada Army Run was held in 
2008 after Lt. Gen. S.A. Beare asked why 

they didn’t have an event similar to the United 
States’ Army Ten Miler. 

With nearly 20,000 participants, it is a 
competitive opportunity for the marathon team 
to test its abilities for the first time of the fall 
season. 

“The 2018 Canada Army Run was both an 
awesome way to start the season and a unique 
opportunity to network with our Canadian 
counterparts from RMC,” Hogeboom said.  

Meeting with runners from the Royal 
Military College of Canada after the race has 
become a tradition members of the marathon 
team have enjoyed for the past three years. 

Sanborn, who was the first female to finish 
overall, was extremely excited for the team. 

“It was perfect weather for a half marathon 
and I think everyone took great advantage of 
that as they fearlessly went out and put their 
training to the test,” Sanborn said. “Everyone 
came out on the other end of the race just 
feeling more confident in their training, bodies 
and the team.”

The Army West Point Marathon team had 
an outstanding performance at the Canada 
Army Run this year, and are using it as a 
stepping stone for their upcoming races. 

In October, the team will be competing in 
the Army Ten Miler where they plan to win the 
Service Academy/ROTC Trophy for the fourth 
consecutive year. 

In November, they will travel down to 
Virginia to compete in their first marathon 
of the academic semester, the Richmond 

Marathon. 
In December, the Army West Point 

Marathon team will run for two days straight 

to deliver the game ball from West Point to the 
Army-Navy Game at Lincoln Financial Field 
in Philadelphia.  

Class of 2020 Cadet Kate Sanborn finished as the top overall female in her 
half-marathon debut at the 11th annual Canada Army Run Sept. 23 in Ottawa.  
                        Photo courtesy of Zoomphoto.ca 
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Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy Dean of the Academic Board, 
Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb, held her first discussion forum for the year 
at the Dean’s Book Club Sept. 24. The book club is comprised of 
faculty, cadets and staff who want to come together to read and 
discuss an interesting volume of fiction or nonfiction. The type 
of book tends to differ each year.  Last year, the group read the 
nonfiction book titled, “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.”

This year’s choice is titled “I, Robot” written by Isaac 
Asimov, a science fiction novel about several different domestic 
and military Robots. The novel is a collection of essays and 
short stories Asimov previously published in the early 1950s for 

periodical magazines. 
The Dean’s Book Club uses several days in a period of four 

to five weeks to read and discuss various aspects of the book. 
Discussion topics at the first meeting ranged from what the book 
tells us about the past and future of robotics and technology, 
ethical and legal challenges associated with robotics, how science 
fiction helps us to think about the future and that the Modern 
War Institute’s War Studies Conference will debate the role of 
artificial intelligence on the battlefield Nov. 5. 

The group interspersed discussions with touring the Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science robotics laboratory in Thayer 
Hall.

The first discussion of “I, Robot” centered on the story 
about a child who becomes attached to a mute domestic robot 
named Robbie, who is the child’s nursemaid. The child’s mother, 
however, is against Robbie and doesn’t trust him so she gets rid of 
him. The child was so upset about losing Robbie that her parents 
took her to see him working at a robot factory, which further 
upsets the child. The child nearly dies trying to get Robbie. She 
is saved by the robot and Robbie comes home and resumes his 
duty as nursemaid.

The discussions centered on the idea of programming 
emotions like love into a robot. Does it fill a gap or need for 
companionship, is it going too far, what kind of problems will this 
cause and at what point do we become immersed in interacting 
with devices?

Other discussions centered on stories that involved the three 
laws of robots listed in the book and how some of the stories 
conflicted with the laws. The laws are, a robot may not injure 
a human or, through inaction, allow a human to come to harm, 
a robot must obey the orders given it by a human except when 
such orders conflict with the first and the third law, a robot must 
protect its own existence as long as such protection does not 
conflict with the first or second law. 

During the period when these stories were written, Asimov 
could not have foreseen the science of robotics or computer 
apps we have today and produced entertaining, and sometimes 

Dean’s Book Club holds first discussion on Sci-Fi fiction ‘I Robot’
humorous stories involving interactions with humans and 
robots. In stories that involved robots, either intentionally or 
unintentionally breaking the three robot rules, readers found 
that the robot will either go insane or become practical jokers.

The Dean's Book Club held its first discussion on the 
Sci-Fi book "I Robot" by Isaac Asimov Sept. 24. The 
book club is comprised of staff, faculty and cadets 
who want to come together to read and discuss an 
interesting book for this year. Last year, the group 
read a nonfiction book. There will be three other 
discussions on different topics for this year's book 
choice.

West Point opens arms to three country leaders 

The U.S. Army is committed to strengthening ties with its 
allies and attracting new partners for the greatest possible 
strength and long-term advancement of mutual interests 
and to deter aggression. With that in mind, the U.S. Military 
Academy hosted the presidents of Liberia (George Weah) 
and Georgia (Giorgi Margvelashvili) and the Prime Minister of 
Kosovo, Ramush Haradinaj, to tour the academy, to meet with 
their country's cadets, and to share ideas with USMA cadets 
and higher-ranking officers, including Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Darryl A. Williams, his staff and faculty, from Sept. 24-28. 
             Photos by Bryan Ilyankoff/USMA PAO
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Rabble Rousers bring the cheer to Army gamedays
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

As the sound of the cannon echoes through 
Michie Stadium, Rabble Rousers sprint from 
one sideline to the other with flags in hand. 

The ritual is performed every time the Army 
West Point Football team puts another score on 
the board, touchdown or field goal it doesn’t 
matter. The cannon booms, the Rabble Rousers 
run and then they take their place in the pushup 
line to commemorate another successful drive 
by the football team.

The Rabble Rousers are made up of male 
and female cadets whose sole job on gameday 
is to make sure the cadets are fully invested in 
the game and cheering on the Black Knights 
on the field. Whether that is leading cheers, 
doing high-flying stunts or taking part in the 
post-score festivities, from opening kickoff to 
the final whistle, the Rabble Rousers are always 
on and giving it their all.

“What we bring to the academy is 
atmosphere,” Class of 2019 Cadet Joshua 
Pleake said. “If you go to the football games 
and when people start to get down because of 
a bad play, we are the ones picking everyone 
back up. We are the ones going out and doing 
events, talking to Old Grads and bringing the 
reputation of West Point out while making sure 
everyone who comes to West Point feels the 
environment we want them to feel.”

The Rabble Rousers train nightly during 
the week before attending both home and away 
football games almost every weekend during 
the fall. 

They also cheer at volleyball matches, 
basketball games and attend spirit luncheons 
and other events as the face of West Point.

The time at West Point can be challenging 
for all cadets as rigorous academics and military 
training consume much of their time, but Rabble 
Rousers and their fellow athletes find the time to 
train, perform and meet all the demands asked 
of them by that commitment.

“That is our primary goal as Rabble Rousers. 
To be the face of West Point,” Pleake said. “We 
go to all these different events. Whether we can 
stunt or not or do anything or not, we just want 
to be there and let people know what we and the 
academy are all about.”

Although their main responsibility is to be 
an enthusiastic face of the academy, their time 
in the Rabble Rousers also enables the cadets 
to learn leadership skills and grow in ways that 
will help them in the Army. 

During Branch Week at West Point, the 
Rabble Rousers received a visit from Maj. Gen. 
Mark Toy, commanding general for the Great 
Lakes and Ohio River Division. Toy was one 
of the first male Rabble Rousers in 1986 and 
now 31 years into his own military career, he 
said he is still reaping the benefits of his two 
years on the team. 

“Little did I know that back in the days as a 
cadet, things I was doing trying to get the Corps 
to be enthusiastic about their team would be 
some of the things I would need to do as a leader 
in the Army,” Toy said. “You are a constant 
cheerleader trying to encourage your Soldiers 
to do well, find their passion and execute the 
mission. It was a good hand-in-hand readiness 
training for Army life.”

As they prepare to begin their own careers, 
the current Rabble Rousers said their time on the 
team has helped them grow in time management 
and more while also providing them with a 
family at West Point. Throughout all the stress 
at West Point, even with the demands of the 
team itself, the Rabble Rousers have become 
an escape for the cadets on the team.

“I cheered in high school and I danced 
in high school,” Class of 2019 Cadet Taliah 
Naranjo said. “It was a comfort zone where I 
knew when I was struggling at West Point, I 
would turn to something like cheerleading to 
come back to and be my home. It really has 
been. I have been in the program for four years. 
It is my home. It is my inspiration and it is my 
family.”

(Above) Class of 2019 Cadet Taliah Naranjo and the Rabble Rousers are a big 
part of football Saturdays at West Point. However, they also cheer at volleyball 
matches, basketball games and attend spirit luncheons and other events as 
the face of West Point. (Right) The Rabble Rousers are made up of male and 
female cadets whose sole job on gameday is to make sure the cadets are fully 
invested in the game and cheering on the Black Knights on the field.
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee 
Voters Week

West Point Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee Voters 
Week is through Friday. 

The Army holds Armed Forces Voting Week in July, but 
since West Point has a limited number of people on post during 
that time, there is a combined effort with Absentee Voters Week 
(Army voting is on board with this), through Friday. 

There will be voting information tables set up at the Post 
Exchange and Building 622 at different times during the week. 

There will be FPCA’s (Absentee Ballot requests) and state 
registration forms and also some giveaways (cups, pens, stress 
balls) for the eligible voters.  

The intent of Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee Voters 
Week is to reach out to all eligible voters and to ensure that all 
have requested their absentee ballots and to provide state and 
local voting information to the eligible voter. 

The mid-term election is soon approaching. All 435 House of 
Representatives seats are up for election and 35 Senate seats are 
up for election Nov. 6. It is very important that everyone votes.

Sunday organ recital events at the Cadet Chapel
The upcoming events at the Cadet Chapel through 2018:

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market 
through Oct. 28

The West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market is 
enjoying its 19th year of offering the best that the Hudson 
Valley has to offer. 

Every Sunday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. through Oct. 28, visit 
the farmers market and enjoy a variety of offerings from fresh 
produce to pickles, meat and eggs to artisan cheese and honey 
to fine baked goods, and other specialty items. 

Follow them on Facebook for weekly happenings at West 
Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market and Instagram @
WPTOHfarmersmarket.

Annual Pasta Dinner at Sacred Heart School
The Women of Sacred Heart will be sponsoring a pasta dinner 

at 6 p.m. Oct. 27 at the Sacred Heart School. There is a small fee 
for the pasta dinner.

To purchase tickets, call 845-446-2055. 

AWANA Program
Join the AWANA Program to learn more about God, 

memorize bible verses, game time and fun. 
The program is scheduled from 4:15-5:45 p.m. Sunday 

evenings for Kindergarten-12th grade at the Youth Center and 
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds at the Post Chapel Nursery. 

The program runs through May 5. For details, contact Jane 
Kimbrell at Jtkmamacita@gmail.com.

Lighthouse Christian Assembly Fellowship
Lighthouse Christian Assembly cordially invites the West 

Point community to join its family of fellowship and worship at 
9 a.m. Sunday mornings at 134 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  

The church has been serving the Fort Montgomery/Highland 
Falls and West Point communities for more than 30 years.  

It provides a family atmosphere for cadets, Soldiers, family 
members and the community. 

Every effort is made to support our beloved brothers and 
sisters in Christ with physical as well as spiritual needs.  

Additionally, the church is affiliated with the Walter Hoving 
Home, founded by John and Elsie Benton, in 1967. This Christ-
centered home provides a safe space for women in recovery from 
alcohol and substance abuse.  

If you are in need of transportation, contact Robby at 845- 
661-0339 by 8 a.m. the Sunday morning you will be attending.  

The van picks up at Grant Circle. We look forward to 
welcoming you into our family. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

Poker Nite and NFL Sundays at Fireside in Highland 
Falls 

Poker Nite at Fireside Restaurant includes multiple prizes 
available weekly and all-season long, including a trip to qualify 
for a Main Event in Las Vegas. It is free to play. There are 
tournaments at 7 and 9 p.m. every Wednesday. There are drink 
specials available. 

Also, all NFL games are available at Fireside during the 
season. Wings and drink specials available during the games. 

Fireside Restaurant is located on 3 Mountain Avenue in 
Highland Falls. 

For details, contact Kevin at 845-325-6724 or email 
k.schoff@live.com.

Community

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Cynthia Laudato at 845-

569-3252 or email cynthia.laudato@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 

or email gfunaro@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson 
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

• Sunday, 2:30 p.m.—Andrew Scanlon (Class of 1936 Recital. 
Professor of Organ, East Carolina University);

• Oct. 14, 2:30 p.m.—Reilly Xu (First Place, Harrisburg 
AGO competition);

• Oct. 21, 2:30 p.m.—Emily Lapisardi (Director of Musical 
Activities, Most Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Chapel, West 
Point);

• Oct. 28, 2:30 p.m.—Craig Williams, “Wachet auf;”
• Nov. 4, 2:30 p.m.—Boyd Herforth, All Saints observance;
• Nov. 11, 2:30 p.m.—Rhonda Sider Edgington, Class of 

1936 recital;
• Nov. 18, 2:30 p.m.—Matthew Cates;
• Dec. 2, 3:30 p.m.—60th annual Handel’s Messiah with 

Cadet Choir, Combined Choirs and Orchestra.
More recitals will be posted when information is available.
Check them out on Facebook at West Point Cadet Chapel 

Organ Recitals.

41st annual Police Chase
The 41st annual “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is scheduled 

for Sunday at Thomas Bull Memorial Park Picnic Pavilion in 
Montgomery, New York. 

There is a 40K bike race at 9 a.m., a children’s fun run at 11 
a.m., a 5K run at 11:15 a.m. and a 10K road race at noon. 

The “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is dedicated to the 
memories of Troopers James A. Kelly and T. Michael Kelly. 

To register or for more details, call 845-344-5347 or visit 
www.nypolicechase.com.

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
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Historical Walking Tour
A West Point Historical Walking tour will be held from 1:30 

p.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday. Calling all West Point newcomers and 
their families to take a historic walk through the grounds of the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 

To register, call 845-938-3487/4621.

Staff  and Faculty Noontime Basketball Leagues
The MWR Sports offi  ce will conduct the 2018-19 Staff  

and Faculty Noontime Basketball League open to all USMA 
personnel 18 years of age and older. 

Games will be played at the Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center’s second fl oor basketball courts from 12:15 
-1 p.m. Monday-Fridays. 

Deadline for entries will be Oct. 19. For more details, 
contact Jim McGuinness at 845-938-3066 or by email at jim.
mcguinness@usma.edu. 

MWR Zombie Apocalypse
Join MWR for its Zombie Apocalypse from 6-9 p.m. Oct. 26 

at the MWR Paintball Field. 
Zombies are attacking West Point and we need your help 

stopping them. Join MWR for hay rides and a paintball shoot 
out with the living dead. For more details, call 845-938-6497.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Texture Drawing
Texture Drawing classes take place from 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

today, Oct. 11, 18 and 25. Students learn to draw texture to depict 
depth and dimension to make more realistic imagery. 

For students grades 5 and up. Register at https://webtrac.
mwr.army.mil/ or call 845-938-4812.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, 
learn and make new friends. 

Pre-registration is not required. There’s always something 
fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Trips with Leisure Travel Services (updated)
• Sunday in New York City—Sunday. Leave West Point at 

10:30 a.m. Leave NYC at 5 p.m. Catch the LTS Seventh Avenue 
Jitney while it makes stops at Columbus Circle, Time Square, 
and Madison Square Park. Spend a day at your place of choice. 
Explore Central Park, take in a museum, Broadway show or shop 
to your heart’s delight.There is a nominal transportation fee. 

For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

ACS Family Advocacy classes
Earn a certifi cate after completing all four classes in the Army 

Community Service’s Family Advocacy series. The following 
classes are held at ACS, Building 622:

• Parenting Class—The fi rst four Thursdays of every month 
from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Couples Communication Class—The fi rst four Tuesdays 
of every month from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Stress Management Class—The fi rst four Mondays of every 
month from 1-2:30 p.m.; 

• Anger Management Class—The fi rst four Wednesdays of 
every month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

To register, contact Sara Boychak at 845-938-0629 or email 
sara.boychak@usma.edu; or call Catherine Little at 845-938-
0633. Or register online at www.westpointacs.as.me

2018-19 Staff  and Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey League 
sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the 2018-19 Staff  and 
Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey League. 

All DOD and USMA personnel 18 years of age and older 
are eligible to participate. The league will start on Monday 
and continue through the end of April 2019, which is subject 
to change. 

The league will play three times per week. Monday and 
Thursday mornings at 6 a.m. and Tuesday at noon. Season passes 
must be purchased to participate in the program. 

For more information, call Jim McGuinness at 845-938-3066 
or e-mail at Jim.Mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Community Golf Scramble 

A Community Golf Scramble is scheduled for 1 p.m. Oct. 
11 at the West Point Golf Course. Check-in is from 11:30 a.m. 
-12:45 p.m.. 

Grab some friends or make new ones, and get to know the 
West Point community through a fun game of golf at the West 
Point Golf Course. To register, call 845-938-2435.

West Point Club’s Spirit Luncheons
Tickets are on sale for Army West Point Football Spirit 

Luncheons at the West Point Club’s Adminstration Offi  ce, from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. The luncheons are open to the 
public.

Doors open at 11 a.m. with the luncheon beginning at noon. 
The luncheon dates are: 
• Oct. 18—Miami; 
• Nov. 1—Air Force;
• Nov. 8—Lafayette; 
• Nov. 15—Colgate;
• Dec. 4—Navy. 
Buy early for reserved seats and save! Each luncheon is a Pep 

Rally for that week’s game held in the Club’s Grand Ballroom. 
There is a nominal fee for each luncheon. For details, call 

845-446-5504.

Hunter Education Course Oct. 27
The Hunter Education Course will be held from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Oct. 27 at the Round Pond recreation area’s Bonneville Cabin. 
Registration is ongoing and it is required. 

This class is required to purchase a New York State hunting 
license and West Point hunting permit. To register, email 
Instructor Rodney Krinke at eileen@frontiernet.net. 

Be sure to complete the New York State required homework 
prior to attending the class. 

The class is free and good for life. For more details, call 
845-938-2503.

Opening Day of Hunting Lottery
This year’s hunting lottery will take place Nov. 1 at the Victor 

Constant Ski Lodge. Registration is ongoing. 
Reserve your hunting area ahead of time prior to opening 

day. The area is reserved for you until 9 a.m. of opening day 
only. To register, call the Round Pond Recreation Area offi  ce at 
845-938-2503.

Champagne Sunday Brunch
The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. every 

Sunday through Nov. 11 at the West Point Club. 
Each week the club’s executive chef and his team present a 

diff erent menu including action stations and desserts. 
There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or visit 

www.thewestpointclub.com.

Operation Body Rock 
Join MWR for Operation Body Rock at 10 a.m. every 

Wednesday at the MWR Fitness Center. 
This is a three-month small group personal training series with 

Shannon. A small fee will cover the initial baseline appointment, 
weekly workouts and templates, videos, meal plan and grocery 
list ideas, recipes and more. To register, call 845-938-6490.

FCC provider positions available now
Family Child Care is certifi ed in-home child care for children 

ages 4 weeks-12 years. FCC providers are authorized family 
members who operate as independent contractors in housing 
located on a military installation. 

FCC off ers fl exible hours, a home-like environment and 
lower adult/child ratios. FCC allows providers to make their 
own schedule off ering a full range of hourly, full-day and part-

day care. Child and Youth Services is currently looking for new 
FCC providers. 

Family members who live in government quarters on West 
Point are welcome to apply. 

FCC providers receive training and guidance on child care 
skills and the opportunity to provide child care while staying at 
home with their own children. 

We also off er free advertising and referrals. For details, call 
845-938-8528.

Seafest Night at the 
West Point Club

Come out for Seafest 
Night from 6-9 p.m. Oct. 26 
at the West Point Club for a 
night of unlimited shrimp, 
clams, crab legs and more.

This event will feature 
soups, salads, raw bar, 
steamer selection, grilled 
and chilled selections, land 
and sea buff et and desserts. 

There is a fee for this 
event. For more details, call 
845-938-5120.
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Friday—“Venom,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Venom,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 12—“Venom,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Benefi ciary/Retiree Flu Drive

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
scheduled to conduct a community-wide Flu 
Immunization Drive from 1-5 p.m. Oct. 26 
and Nov. 2 at the Primary Care Clinic, located 
on the fi rst fl oor of the Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic. 

This fl u immunization drive will be by 
appointment and appointments will include 
brief paperwork, the immunization and a 
fi ve-minute wait period to assure there are 
no adverse reactions.

This immunization drive is for all eligible 
active duty, dependents and retirees—with 
the goal to vaccinate our entire community, 
so we are encouraging all benefi ciaries aged 
6 months and above to come out.

Please help us vaccinate 100 percent of 
our population and win the battle against the 
Flu this year. 

Join us and bring your entire family.

KACH Family Readiness Group 
information

For current and incoming staff  at Keller 
Army Community Hospital, the following 
information is provided to assist you with 
family readiness:

• Family Readiness Group Leader—
Tammie Persaud-Cruz Total;

• Army Family Program POC—Sgt. 1st 

Class Matthew Van Auken.
Call 845-938-0115 for all Family 

Readiness issues.

KACH Substance Use Disorder Clinic 
open

The Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Substance Use Disorder Clinic is open to 
cadets, active duty service members and 
benefi ciaries who are interested in seeking 
help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use 
disorder clinical care, including assessment, 
education, treatment, rehabilitation and 
aftercare for cadets, service members and 
other beneficiaries within an integrated 
medical and behavioral health model to 
enhance health and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own, 
in hopes to prevent them from possibly 
experiencing an alcohol or drug-related 
incident.  

Seeking education and treatment 
independently does not require command 
involvement or an offi  cial enrollment into 
the program.   

The SUDC is located in Building 656 and 
you can schedule an appointment by walking 
in 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, or calling 
845-938-7691.    

• Nature Strollers Hike: Join West 
Point Family Homes for a Nature Strollers 
Hike with the tykes led by a museum educator 
at the Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center 
Oct. 16. 

This hike is for families with babies, 
toddlers and young children and will follow 
gentle stroller-friendly trails and explore the 
fi elds, ponds and forest. 

We will meet at the Visitors Center at 9:15 
a.m. To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Oct. 11 with the name and age of children 
attending. 

• Melody in Motion : Celebrate 

Columbus Day and Halloween with music 
and movement with Ms. Desrae. 

We’ll learn three Columbus Day songs, 
dance with skeletons, fl y with bats, creep 
with spiders, pass pumpkins and sing like 
monsters. Then we’ll end with a lot of 
parachute fun. 

Join in the fun from 9:30-11 a.m. Oct. 23 
at B126 Washington Road. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com before Oct. 18 with 
the ages of children attending. 

• Yard Sale: The West Point Community 
Yard Sale takes place from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 
27, rain or shine.
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Army Golf  defeats Navy
Saturday

1:30 p.m.—Women’S rugby 
vS. penn State, anderSon 
rugby Complex.

7 p.m.—Women’S SoCCer vS. 
buCknell, malek Stadium  at 
Clinton Field.

Sunday

5 p.m.—men’S SoCCer vS. 
loyola, malek Stadium  at 
Clinton Field.

oCt. 12
7 p.m.—Sprint Football vS. 
pennSylvania, Shea Stadium.

7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vS. 
uConn, tate rink.

oCt. 13
9 a.m.—riFle vS. memphiS 
and miSSiSSippi, tronSrue 
markSmanShip Center.

11 a.m.—Women’S rugby 
vS. dartmouth, anderSon 
rugby Complex.

7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vS. 
merrimaCk, tate rink.

oCt. 14
9 a.m.—riFle vS. miSSiSSippi, 
tronSrue markSmanShip 
Center.

2 p.m.—volleyball vS. 
buCknell, gilliS Field houSe.

oCt. 16
7 p.m.—men’S SoCCer vS. 
yale, malek Stadium  at 
Clinton Field.

**v i e W t h e  u p C o m i n g 
army WeSt point blaCk 
knightS SChedule at WWW.
goarmyWeStpoint.Com/
Calendar.aSpx?vtype=liSt.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

The Army West Point Golf team claimed the annual Star match for the second-straight year as it defeated archrival Navy 8-3 on Sunday at the West Point Golf 
Course.                                        Photos by Army Athletic Communications

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Golf team claimed the annual Star 
match for the second-straight year as it defeated archrival Navy 
8-3 on Sunday at the West Point Golf Course. 

The Black Knights jumped out to a 3.5-0.5 lead after four-ball 
play on Sept. 29 and then earned points in the first four singles 
matches on Sunday to secure victory. 

The match was decided after Army had taken a 7-1 lead on the 
final day, making it impossible for the Mids to mount a comeback.

  
Match notes
• Sophomore Gunnar Doyle earned the first point of the 

Sunday singles matches by earning a 1-up victory over Thomas 
Garbee. 

• Junior Matt Plunkett secured the second point of the day 
with a clutch 50-foot putt to win 2-up over Navy's Charlie Musto. 

• Army claimed the Star when freshman Tom Katsenes 
finished on the 17th hole by winning 2-and-1 and almost at the 
exact time, sophomore Justin Williamson halved his match with 
Navy’s Griffin Peters. 

• The Black Knights have won the Star in six of the last 
seven years.

• Navy claimed wins over freshmen Sam Yom and James 
McKee, but junior Nick Turner rounded out the points for Army 

when he defeated Ward Wilkinson by 2-up.

 Team scores
 1. Army: 8
 2. Navy: 3

Sunday singles
• Doyle def. Thomas Garbee, 1-up; 
• Plunkett def. Charlie Musto, 2-up; 
• Williamson halved Griffin Peters ;
• Katsenes def. Jake Miles, 2-and-1;
• Paul Mauer def Yom, 1-up;
• Matthew Starobin def. McKee, 2-up;
• Turner def Ward Wilkinson, 2-up.

Saturday’s four ball
• Turner and Yom def. Thomas Garbee and Paul Mauer, 1-up;
• Doyle and Katsenes def. Charlie Musto and Michael 

Brennan, 3-and-1;
• Williamson and Plunkett def. Griffin Peters and Matthew 

Starobin, 2-up;
• McKee and Messner halved Jake Miles and Ward Wilkinson.
  
Up next
 Army is back in action on Monday and Tuesday at the Jerry 

Pate Intercollegiate Tournament at Vestavia Hills, Alabama. 
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Waldman, Dolehide win titles at West Point Invite
By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

Rookie Stephanie Dolehide and sophomore 
Abi Waldman of the Army West Point Women’s 
Tennis team earned singles titles on the final 
day of the West Point Invite on Sunday.

Dolehide won her second-straight 
tournament after collecting the E Singles crown 
at Quinnipiac two weeks ago, while Waldman 
won the first fall tournament of her career.

How it happened
C singles
1-seed freshman Caroline Vincent: 1-1 

(4-1)
Semifinals: W, 6-2, 6-2 vs. 4-seed freshman 

Sam DiMaio (Army West Point);
Finals: L, 7-5, 2-6, 10-7 vs. 6-seed Renee 

Ren (Columbia).

4-seed freshman Sam DiMaio: 0-1 (3-1)
Semifinals: L, 6-2, 6-2 vs. 1-seed freshman 

Caroline Vincent (Army West Point).

Paola Bou: 0-1 (3-1)
Semifinals: L, 6-4, 6-4 vs. 6-seed Renee 

Ren (Columbia).

D singles
1-seed freshman Stephanie Dolehide: 2-0 

(5-0)
Semifinals: W, 6-2, 6-2 vs. 4-seed Ester 

Chikvashvili (Stony Brook);
Finals: W, 6-2, 7-5 vs. 3-seed Oceane 

Garibal (Stony Brook).

2-seed freshman Jen Shin: 0-1 (3-1)
Semifinals: L, 6-2, 6-3 vs. 3-seed Oceane 

Garibal (Stony Brook).

E singles
1-seed sophomore Abi Waldman: 2-0 (4-0)
Semifinals: W, 6-1, 6-2 vs. 4-seed Whitney 

Weisberg (Fordham);
Finals: W, withdraw.
  
Army highlights and game notes 
• Dolehide won her second career 

tournament.
• Waldman won the first singles title of her 

collegiate career.
 
Up next
• The Black Knights will compete at 

Lehigh’s Patriot League kickoff Saturday and 
Sunday.

Sophomore Abi Waldman of the Army West Point Women’s Tennis team earned the E singles title on the final day of the West Point Invite Sunday.       
                           Photos by Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Stephanie Dolehide of the Army West Point Women’s Tennis team 
earned the D singles title at the West Point Invite Sunday. She defeated Oceane 
Garibal of Stony Brook in straight sets 6-2, 7-5.     
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Army Football hands Buffalo its first loss in decisive win
Junior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr. led the Army offense with 89 rushing yards and 91 through the air to go with a passing touchdown in Army West Point’s 
42-13 victory over the University at Buffalo Sept. 29 in Buffalo, N.Y.                     Photo Provided by Army Athletic Communications

By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

The University at Buffalo got out to a quick 
lead, but the Army West Point Football team 
scored a decisive 42-13 victory on Sept. 29 to 
hand the Bulls their first loss of the season in 
Buffalo, New York.

Army scored 21 unanswered points in the 
first half, including a blocked field goal return 
for a touchdown by Elijah Riley with Wunmi 
Oyetuga coming up with the deflection on the 
kick. 

Army’s defense allowed only six points 
after the opening drive to shut down a Buffalo 
offense that hadn't scored less than 35 points in 
a game this season. 

Kelvin Hopkins Jr. led the Army offense 
with 89 rushing yards and 91 through the air to 
go with a passing touchdown. 

Jordan Asberry hauled in a 25-yard 
touchdown pass, while Darnell Woolfolk, 
Connor Slomka, Calen Holt and Luke Langdon 
all found the end zone in the win. The Black 
Knights outscored Buffalo, 42-6, after the Bulls 
took a 7-0 lead. 

Highlights and game notes 
• The Black Knights won their first road 

game of the 2018 campaign. 
• Jeff Monken is now 3-1 against Buffalo 

in his Army career after being an assistant with 
the Bulls from 1992-94. 

• Army is 3-2 against teams that are 
undefeated heading into the game.

• The Black Knights held Buffalo, a team 
that was averaging 40 points a game coming into 
the game, to a season-low 13 points.

• Army returned its first blocked field goal 
for a touchdown since Jalen Sharp's 75-yard 
return against Fordham in the 2017 season 
opener. 

• Riley registered his second career 
touchdown and first since the 2018 Lockheed 
Martin Armed Forces Bowl. 

• Asberry reeled in his first receiving 
touchdown of the season and the third of his 
career.

• Hopkins Jr. has thrown a touchdown pass 
in three out of Army’s five games so far this 
season. 

How it happened 

• The home side took an early 7-0 edge after 
breaking free for a 53-yard touchdown score. 
Tyree Jackson connected with K.J. Osborn for 
the big yardage play that capped a four-play, 
81-yard drive that ate up just 1:11 off the clock. 

• After making a big defensive stop on 
fourth down during the next Bulls' drive, the 
Black Knights marched 74 yards in 5:44 to knot 
the score at 7-7. The Cadets converted on three 
third down situations during the 11-play drive. 
Holt finished things off with a five-yard scamper 
for his third career score. 

• Army then forced a 3-and-out just as the 
closing seconds ticked off the first quarter clock. 
As the second period got underway, the Black 
Knights proceeded to put together a 12-play, 
77-yard drive to pull in front 14-7. 

Hopkins Jr. had five of those 12 plays and 
picked up 22 yards. Slomka finally found paydirt 
from three yards out for his fourth-straight game 
with a score.

• During the ensuing drive, the Bulls drove 
the ball down to the Army 11 before being 
forced to kick a field goal. Buffalo sent Adam 
Mitcheson out for the 28-yard attempt but it was 
blocked by Oyetuga. Riley then picked up the 

loose ball and returned it 80 yards for the score, 
handing the Black Knights a 21-7 advantage.

• After forcing the Cadets to a quick 3-and-
out to start the second half, Buffalo pulled within 
eight, 21-13, following a 12-play, 87-yard drive. 

The Bulls converted on a 4th-and-goal 
after the Black Knights were called for pass 
interference. Two plays later, Buffalo was in the 
end zone. A missed point after attempt though 
hindered the home side from gaining all seven 
points.

• Army quickly answered to make it a 
two-score game again when Hopkins Jr. found 
Asberry wide open for the 25-yard touchdown 
pass. That score capped a 10-play, 75-yard drive 
that gave the Black Knights a 28-13 lead. 

• The Cadets then milked another 7:44 
off the clock, spanning the end of the third 
quarter to midway into the fourth period. 
Woolfolk completed the 13-play scoring drive 
by stretching his arms over the goal line for the 
touchdown.

• The final points of the game came from 
Langdon as he scampered from 25 yards out, 
diving in to the end zone to close the scoring 
at 42-13. 


