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Ginsburg speaks at West Point
The Zengerle Family Lecture Series in the Arts and Humanities 
hosted U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Sept. 20 at 
Eisenhower Hall. (Above) She was joined by Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb, 
Dean of the Academic Board, and discussed Ginsburg’s involvement 
with the arts and humanities, her work on gender equality and 
perspective on dignifi ed dissent. The dialogue highlighted her 
infl uence as a jurist, thinker, writer and public fi gure. (Right) A packed 
house attended the Ginsburg lecture. See Page 3 for story and photo.
                        Photos by Michael Lopez/USMA PAO
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West Point commemorates Hispanic Heritage

The Cadet Dance Club performed a Salsa for the audience attending the annual Hispanic Heritage Month luncheon 
Sept. 20 at the West Point Club. 

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point community honored the 
accomplishments of Hispanic Americans who 
have helped shape the nation with the annual 
National Hispanic Heritage Month luncheon 
at the West Point Club Sept. 20. The theme 
for this year’s program was: “Hispanics: One 
Endless Voice to enhance our Traditions.” 

As part of introducing one Hispanic 
tradition at the luncheon, the audience enjoyed 
the Cadet Dance Club performing a spirited 
Salsa before the guest speaker took the podium.

The guest speaker for the event was Jorge 
Garcia, U.S. Military Academy Class of 1982. 
Garcia is the director of People Tec, Inc., a 
human resource company. 

He also leads the youth engagement 
program for the Semper Fi Community 
Task Force, an all-volunteer, not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to improving the lives 
of wounded veterans and their families. 

Garcia retired from the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in 2015 where he was the 
assistant director of the FBI’s Directorate of 
Intelligence. During his 21 years of service, 
his investigative, operations and intelligence 
assignments spanned six continents including 
a six-month tour in Iraq during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

Garcia spoke about his Hispanic background 
in Cuba, immigrating to the United States and 
the importance of diversity, an idea known to 
Hispanics. 

If someone travels through Mexico, 
Central and South America, there is a wealth 
of diversity in culture, cuisine and customs that 
Garcia said is “part of being Hispanic.”

“I was born in Cuba in 1960 and entered 
the United States shortly after the Cuban 
Missile Crisis,” Garcia said. “In 1973, we 
became citizens of the United States. None 
of this would have happened if there hadn’t 
been a coup in Cuba in 1959, if I didn’t have a 
father who was educated in the United States 
and understood the value and tremendous 
significance to be a citizen of this great country 
and a grandfather who had a very keen eye for 
spotting a despot in the making.”

Garcia explained that his family led him 
to an upbringing in the U.S. that was steeped 
in traditions and culture typical of any new 
immigrant family, but Garcia also holds the 
belief that the opportunity to live in America 
is a gift.

“It was a sense of gratitude that led me 
to decide, at the age of 15, that I wanted to 
serve my country and the country that had 
given my family the opportunity to enjoy the 
freedom and security unequaled anywhere, 
and, ultimately, pointed me in the direction of 
West Point,” Garcia explained. “Today, my son 
serves in the Navy. I’m OK with that because 
he is serving. He is the first in our family to 
have been born in the U.S. I am thankful that 
he understands how important it is to serve 
our great nation, but the reason he came about 
deciding to serve is very different from mine 
because he had a different experience growing 
up than I did.”

Garcia talked about his mother, who is 
doing well and still speaks with a Spanish 
accent, but he knows that as life goes on in 
America none of them will speak with even 
a hint of a Spanish accent and how their life, 
the life of their family on how they came to 
America will fade into memory.

“I know and recognize that as time passes 
and generations pass, that how our life, the 
life of my family in America came to be will 

grow distant and dim,” Garcia said. “Sadly, 
we probably won’t be enjoying Cuban cuisine 
every evening for dinner, but I know that we 
are not going to lose the sense of our identity 
as Cubans and the great diversity of being 
Hispanic that Cubans provide. So we are going 
to keep enough of our culture and customs as 
we have and my son will with his family so as 
to continue enriching our children and reaching 
out and enjoying other cultures.”

Garcia said being diverse is at the heart 
of being American because many Americans 
come from someplace else and spoke directly 
to the cadets in the audience as he gave his 
advice on using diversity to enhance their 
capabilities as leaders.

“Given the complexity of our world, 
and the demands that you will experience 
as leaders, embrace the enhancing diversity 
because your actions may well help you 
solve your most perplexing and daunting 
challenges,” Garcia advised. “Getting insight 
and perspectives from multiple vantage points 
will enhance your decision-making capabilities 
by simply making you more informed.”

The keynote speaker was U.S. Military 
Academy 1982 graduate Jorge Garcia. 
Garcia is a former assistant director 
for the FBI’s Directorate of Intelligence. 
During his military service, he served 
in Infantry, special operations and 
aviation assignments, including a 
combat tour during Operation Desert 
Storm.
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Ginsburg speaks to cadets on many topics, including arts, humanities
By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

The line of cadets stretched from Eisenhower 
Hall almost to The Plain as they filed into the 
auditorium for the third annual Zengerle Family 
Lecture. 

This year’s speaker, U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, made her first 
visit to the U.S. Military Academy Sept. 20 
for a conversation with Dean of the Academic 
Board Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb about her career 
in law and lifelong commitment to fighting for 
equal rights.

“It is an honor to share the stage with you, 
to get your inspirational insights and wisdom 
and perspective,” Jebb said. “I know on behalf 
of the whole West Point community, this has 
been the thrill of a lifetime for us.”

The 45-minute conversation ranged from 
discussion about Ginsburg’s time living at Fort 
Sill in Oklahoma along with her husband and 
young daughter in the 1950s to notable cases 
she argued before becoming a judge and her 
friendship with the late Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia.

“The schools on the post were integrated, 
but the schools in town were not. In fact, 
when we drove to Fort Sill, I saw a sign that 
I thought was ‘Jack White’s Cafe,’ but it was 
‘Jack’s White Cafe,’” Ginsburg, a native of 
New York, said of her initial impression of 
Oklahoma. “That degree of separation I had 
not experienced before. Even lower in that 
community status were the Indians.”

It was during her time in Oklahoma that 
Ginsburg experienced the type of discrimination 
she would spend part of her law career fighting 
against as the general counsel for the American 
Civil Liberties Union. 

“I qualified to work as a claims adjuster 
for the Social Security Administration at Fort 
Sill,” Ginsburg said. “I told the head of the 
office when I started that I was three months 
pregnant. He said, ‘Well, we can’t place you 
as a GS-5 because you won’t be able to go to 
Baltimore for training. So, we will list you as a 
GS-2 and you’ll do the work of a GS-5.’ It was 
also expected that when my child was born, I 
would leave. You can see why I am exhilarated 
by the change I have seen.” 

Ginsburg said she decided to become a 
lawyer while in college after a professor told 
her it was lawyers who were standing up for 
those being brought before Congress as part of 
the McCarthy hearings. 

She was married with one child when she 
started law school at Harvard in 1956, and said 
the fact she had a young child at home at first 
made her hesitant to pursue a career in law.

“My father-in-law gave me some very good 
advice,” she said. “I had misgivings because my 
child would be 14 months when I started law 
school. My father (in-law) said, ‘Ruth, if you 
don’t want to be a lawyer and don’t want to go 
to law school, no one will think less of you. But, 
if you do want to be a lawyer, you pick yourself 
up and you will find a way.’ That was wonderful 
advice that I followed all my life. Do I want this 
enough? If I do, then I could find a way.”  

She eventually transferred to Columbia 
University where she graduated at the top of 
her class. 

Despite her high standing in her class, the 
fact Ginsburg was a woman kept her from 
receiving clerkships until a professor stepped in 
and helped her. Ginsburg said he offered to find 
a replacement clerk for the judge if she didn’t 
work out, while threatening that if the judge 
didn’t take her on, he would never recommend 
another Columbia law student to him.

“For women of my age, getting that first 
job was all important. If you got that job you 
did it usually at least as well as the men so 
getting the second job wasn’t the same hurdle,” 
Ginsburg said.

Ginsburg spent time working as a professor 
and as an attorney before being appointed to 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit in 1980 and eventually the 
Supreme Court in 1993. 

During her time as an attorney, Ginsburg 
played a key role in multiple cases that opened 
the door for women to have equal rights in 
the military. They included Susan Struck v. 
Secretary of Defense, which kept pregnancy 
from being a cause for discharge, Owens v. 
Brown, which struck down the ban of women 
on naval ships, and Frontiero v. Richardson, 
which determined that military benefits can’t 
be different based on sex.

It was while on the Court of Appeals that 
Ginsburg developed a friendship with fellow 
future Supreme Court Justice Scalia. 

Much of their careers saw them have 

differing opinions on the cases before them, but 
Ginsburg said although their opinions differed 
they respected each other and the other’s views.

“Justice Scalia had a marvelous sense 
of humor. We were buddies first on the D.C. 
Circuit. There, we sat in panels of three so he 
would be sitting next to me. He would pass 
a note or whisper something that I had all I 
could do to avoid breaking out into hysterical 
laughter,” she said. “I think it is very important 
for you to understand the other side’s position. 
I understood, although I disagreed with it, I 
understood Scalia’s originalist view.”

Ginsburg will begin her 25th term on the 
Supreme Court Oct. 1. She said the justices 
met Monday to go over the possible cases they 
may take up this term, which will continue into 
June or July. 

Ginsburg said one of the major cases that 
has stood out to her for this session is a capital 
murder case where an inmate’s competence to 
be executed has been brought into question due 
to multiple strokes he has suffered during his 30 
years on death row.

“He also has suffered loss of memory,” 
Ginsburg said. “It is beyond, the experts on both 
side agree, that he has no memory of this crime. 
He killed a police officer. He has no memory 
of it and the question is, is he competent to 
be executed? Is he morally culpable when he 
doesn’t have any recollection of this?”

Ginsburg’s speech was part of the Zengerle 
Family Lecture. Previous speakers in the series 
have been Harvard University President Drew 
Gilpin Faust and author Ta-Nehisi Coates. 

The Zengerle Family Lecture Series in 
the Arts and Humanities hosted U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg Sept. 20 at Eisenhower Hall. 
(Left) She was joined by Brig. Gen. 
Cindy Jebb, Dean of the Academic 
Board, and discussed Ginsburg’s 
involvement with the arts and 
humanities, her work on gender 
equality and perspective on dignified 
dissent. (Above) A crowd of cadets, 
staff and faculty attend the event. 
           Photos by Michael Lopez/USMA PAO
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Cadets trying to conquer new frontier: Space Science

Members of the West Point Balloon Satellite Club prepare for a launch April 21.   Photo by Class of 2021 Cadet Chase Lewis

By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy is training 
cadets to be the future leaders of the Army and 
through the Space Science major in the Physics 
and Nuclear Engineering Department, cadets 
are learning how to conquer a new frontier 
important to the Army.

There are currently 19 Class of 2020 cadets 
serving as the inaugural class of Space Science 
majors at West Point. Through their major 
coursework, they will learn how to best assist 
the Army in the use of its space assets, including 
how things move in space, how items such as 
satellites get into space and more. 

“The first class they are taking right now, 
astronautics, is a combination of why do we 
use space and orbital mechanics, so how do 
we move in space,” Lt. Col. Diana Loucks, 
the program director for the Space Science 
Program, said. “Then, we talk about how we get 
to space. We look at launch windows and a little 
bit of rocketry. Then, we look at what we put 
in space. So, what satellites are made of to the 
bus, the computer system and communications 
to how it actually moves and positions itself in 
space so it can do its mission.”

The Space Science major grew out of the 
interdisciplinary science major, which started 
in 2007. Originally, cadets were able to focus 
on chemistry, physics or biology, but Class of 
2018 and 2019 cadets also had the option of 
focusing on astronautics. Although much of it 
is the same, Loucks said the astronautics track 
was further expanded into the Space Science 
major available starting with the Class of 2020. 

“This started a little over a decade ago. Back 
in 2009, Space and Missile Defense Command 
established the research and analysis center 
here. Close to a decade ago, our department 

had recognized the need and the value of space 
and it has grown ever since then,” Loucks said. 
“Space operations as a functionary started 
back in ’97 or ’98 and it has blossomed ever 
since. The program across the Army and the 
program here recognize the need for not just 
space operators in the Army, but people who 

understood the application of space across the 
Army and the services.”

Although they freely admit they are the 
“Guinea Pigs” for the new major that is still 
growing, the initial Space Science majors had 
the chance to learn firsthand how valuable those 
skills will be during an 80-hour Space Military 
Individual Advanced Development course they 
participated in over the summer at West Point.

“We learned a lot over the summer at the 
Space MIAD about how satellites impact the 
warfighter every day. Whether that is updating 
blue force trackers about where IEDs are or 
using thermal imaging to spot enemies. It is 
definitely applicable,” Class of 2020 Cadet 
Ty Amison said. “The first half is unclassified 
and you get the general basis, terminology and 
knowledge of everything. The second phase is 
classified information where we get to see what 
we are actually using our space assets for.”

While in the Space Science major, cadets 
take courses including physics, astronautics 
and astronomy. They also have the chance to 
do research with GPS systems, high altitude 
balloon satellites, on solar flares and more. 

“What made me decide to enter the Space 
Science major is the ability to learn what is out 
there,” Class of 2020 Cadet Donavan Lynch 
said. “Planets are really interesting to me. 
I first fell in love with it in high school and 
here at West Point, I was able to talk to Shane 
Kimbrough, he’s an astronaut. Just seeing the 
look in his eyes of how beautiful outer space 
is and looking down on earth blew me away.”

The creation of the designated Space 
Science major within PANE has given cadets 

such as Lynch and his classmates who had 
a prior interest in space the chance to gain 
knowledge in the field and apply what they 
learn to assisting the Army in a field constantly 
growing in importance. 

“I have always had an interest in space,” 
Class of 2020 Cadet Caz Lewis said. “When I 
came here, I wasn’t completely sure about my 
major because there wasn’t something I was 
specifically interested in. Then, they announced 
the Space Science major was going to be a thing 
for our class so I was super excited and knew 
exactly what I wanted.

“I did the Space MIAD over the summer 
and we learned how the assets we have in space 
affect the Soldiers we have on the ground and 
how important it is to know exactly where we 
have things in space so we can use them to the 
best of our ability,” Lewis added. 

Cadets who graduate from the Space 
Science major won’t be able to enter into the 
Army Space and Missile Defense Command 
directly after graduation. But even as they 
serve the branches they join after West Point, 
Loucks said their knowledge of space will be 
invaluable in the field.

“One of the things people don’t necessarily 
realize is when an Army unit deploys and they 
go to the field or Afghanistan and you look at 
a brigade combat team and its footprint, inside 
of a unit that has roughly 3-5,000 Soldiers, 
there are about 3,000 pieces of space enabled 
equipment,” she said. “Anything from missiles 
to radios, guidance systems, radars, weather 
systems, they are all space enabled in some 
form or fashion.”

Class of 2021 Cadet Joshua Siemiaczko spends time in the observatory above 
Bartlett Hall as part of his research into solar flares and whether they can be 
predicted ahead of time.                                             Photo by Brandon O’Connor/PV
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Cadet Club activities
Triathlon: The Army West Point Triathlon team sent four cadets to the Ironman 70.3 Atlantic 

City race Sept. 23 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
The race consisted of a 1.2-mile open water swim, a 56-mile bike and a 13.1-mile run. The 

team had great success with all four cadets finishing in the top 10 in their divisions and three of 
the four on the podium. 

This was the first 70.3 race for three of the four cadets. Class of 2021 Cadet Gabe Fuhrman 
(right)  was second in the men’s 18-24 division, while Class of 2020 Cadet Katie Harris and Class 
of 2021 Cadet Sarah Martin (below) were second and fifth, respectively, in the women’s 18-24 
division. 

Both Fuhrman and Harris earned qualification spots to the Ironman 70.3 World Championships 
in the fall of 2019.  

Pistol: The Army West Point Pistol team had its first opportunity to shoot a steel challenge 
match since last April, Sept. 22 at New Tripoli, Pennsylvania. 

It was an important training event to prepare for Scholastic Action Shooting Program Nationals. 
Class of 2022 Cadet Ethan Wilson shot the team-high of 151.26 seconds to finish 11th out of 50 
in Production Class. 

Class of 2019 Cadets Brandon Hottois and Eric Dragland finshed 23rd and 25th, respectively, 
with times of 176.43 and 177.9 seconds. 
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TF Falcon conducts platoon training at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst
CST unit from 101st Airborne Division completes training before redeploying home

Marine Aircraft Group 49 at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst conducts a joint Air Assault Heavy Sling Load of a Dog 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 502 Infantry Regiment gun truck for insertion into the Platoon Defense Situational Training 
Exercise (STX).                        Courtesy Photo

By 2nd Lt. Maxwell Kingsley
Task Force Falcon

J O I N T  B A S E  M C G U I R E - D I X -
LAKEHURST, N.J.—Soldiers from 2nd 
Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division 
(Air Assault) conducted platoon live fires, 
urban terrain operations and Air Assault 
exercises from Aug. 25 through Sept. 8 at 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst before 
redeploying to Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

After spending the summer facilitating 
Cadet Training at the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, Task Force Falcon Soldiers 
deployed to Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 
to continue to train and maintain their high 
level of readiness achieved during their JRTC 
rotation this past March. 

The 150-mile trek south from West Point 
afforded the battalion an opportunity to conduct 
convoy operations consisting of seven serials 
through high traffic areas and urban terrain.  

Moving more than 500 Soldiers and 100 
pieces of rolling stock from West Point to 
southern New Jersey offered a major logistical 
challenge to battalion leadership.  

After extensive planning and rehearsing, 
the battalion conducted a successful movement 
on Aug. 25. 

“Fort Dix offered us an excellent opportunity 
to maintain readiness at the platoon level,” 
Lt. Col. Adam Sawyer, Task Force Falcon 
battalion commander, said. “I can’t think of a 
more perfect location to train after a summer 
at West Point.” 

Sawyer was also quick to thank Fort Dix 
leadership for their willingness to “push the 
envelope” in accommodating 2nd Battalion, 
502nd Infantry Regiment training. 

The Army part of the joint base, Fort Dix, 
mostly provides training facilities and support 
to the National Guard and Army Reserve 
Combat Support Units.  

Unfortunately, Fort Dix did not have a 
standard Platoon Live Fire Exercise (LFX) 
range so 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry 
Regiment S3 section planned and built one 
from scratch with the help of Fort Dix’s Range 
Control. 

“Maneuver Live Fire Exercises with 
demolitions, mortars and grenades is not 
something that Fort Dix normally supports,” 
Sawyer said. “So kudos to them for letting us 
push the envelope and supporting us.”

During the first week, all nine rifle platoons 
conducted day and night squad-level live fire 
exercises using the shoot house followed by a 
platoon attack live-fire exercise on the newly 
constructed objective.  

Additionally, both the Battalion’s Heavy 
Weapons Company and Forward Support 
Company conducted Crew, Section and Platoon 
level gunnery using Fort Dix’s two multi-
purpose complexes.  

The Battalion Command Sergeant Major, 
Command Sgt. Maj. Lyle Whitted, noted “this 
is an orchestra with lots of instruments … 

you have the engineers, snipers, mortars and 
weapons squad, all playing together. It’s a 
challenge for the platoon leaders to coordinate 
all these assets, but when they do it effectively, 
you can hear the musical masterpiece at the 
end.” 

Platoon leaders were not the only ones 
challenged during the live-fire exercises, as 
Whitted was sure to mention. 

“There are a lot of new Soldiers and a lot of 
Soldiers in new positions,” Whitted said. “It’s 
OK to be in a new position and make mistakes, 
as long as we learn from them and get better.”

The second week of focused readiness 
training at Fort Dix introduced inter-service 
training for the Soldiers of 2nd Battalion, 502nd 
Infantry Regiment. 

The battalion rehearsed and executed 
Platoon Air Assaults and heavy sling-load 
operations with the support of the pilots and 
CH-53 helicopters from Marine Aircraft 
Group 49 stationed at Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst.  

Despite threats of inclement weather, the 
joint Air Assault operation successfully inserted 
350 Soldiers and seven tactical vehicles for the 
Platoon Defense Situational Training Exercise 
(STX). 

With two solid weeks of training completed, 
the battalion is now preparing for redeployment 
back to Fort Campbell.  

The Soldiers of 2nd Battalion, 502nd 
Infantry Regiment will carry this positive 
momentum into Expert Infantry Badge training 
starting in October. 

After four months away from Fort Campbell, 
it is now time for Task Force Falcon to re-set 
their equipment and to take a well-earned, albeit 
short, block leave before continuing once again 
to maintain its “fight tonight” capability. 
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Training history made at the Rappel Tower
From the Foxhole...

Story by Department of Military Instruction

First Battalion of First Regiment made A/C training history 
Sept. 22 by being the first to utilize Rappel Master (competitive 
Military Individual Advanced Development) certified cadets to 
train more than 150 cadets on the Rappel Tower. 

First Battalion tactically road marched approximately 7.72 
miles between three training sites across West Point, which 
included the Air Assault Rappel Tower, a React to Contact Lane 
and a physical fitness competition. With a high density of the 
plebe class programed to go to Air Assault School during Cadet 
Summer Training 2019, First Battalion used the momentum 
and training from 2018 to create and execute the A/C weekend 
exercise. 

In order to conduct this training, the battalion staff and 
company military development officers followed the eight-step 
training model. The model provided the cadets guidance on how 
to begin the process of planning such a large exercise.

The staff began planning by conducting proper site 
reconnaissance of each training site. Then, infantry officers 
were brought in to help train the trainers for the ruck fitting and 
packing class that was conducted the day before the Saturday 
training exercise. This training was extremely beneficial to all 

cadets for not only the weekend training but also for development 
as future Army officers. The staff issued warning orders and an 
operations order at the battalion and company level to disseminate 
information regarding the training. This process ensured the 
leaders were trained in addition to the training audience. 

In all, the training consisted of rappelling down the Air 
Assault wall and the main tower, conducting Battle Drill 1 (React 
to Direct Fire Contact), and conducting Battle Drill 2 Alpha 
(Conduct a Squad Assault).  

This training allowed all personnel in key leadership positions 
to execute their roles similar to how they will in CST 2019. With 
this new caliber of A/C weekend training as the expectation, 

First Battalion is excited to see what next semester has in store 
to prepare cadets for CST 2019. 

“As the football team held the line in the trenches at 
Oklahoma, others pushed the training line forward at West Point,” 
Col. William B. Ostlund, the director of Military Instruction, said. 
“This weekend, I saw an incredible amount of quality training 
across the Corps, as cadet leaders maximized the eight-step 
training model to plan and resource relevant and quality training.  
From road marches and grit exercises to our foundational military 
competencies of shoot, move, communicate, treat and lead, the 
Corps’ leadership maximized this precious training time to sustain 
the momentum into CST 2019. I’m proud of the Corps.”

First Battalion of First Regiment made A/C training history Sept. 22 by being the first to utilize Rappel 
Master (competitive Military Individual Advanced Development) certified cadets to train more than 150 
cadets on the Rappel Tower.                    Courtesy Photo

Virtual training with real world results: Modernizing Fires training at West Point
Capt. Ryan Scott and Maj. Ryan Leach
Department of Military Instruction

Although the spirit of the American fighting 
man has been the key to victory through much 
of our history, effective use of overwhelming 
fires has been nearly as important. This fact 
has been proven true time and time again, from 
Bunker Hill to Baghdad and if the battlefields 
in Syria, the Ukraine and Afghanistan are any 
indication, the importance of fires will be 
secured far into the 21st century.

With these facts in mind, DMI made 
considerable efforts to improve both the 
quantity and quality of fires instruction and 
training that the cadets received during the 
academic year and at Cadet Field Training.  

For the first time in the history of the 
U.S. Military Academy, Cadet Field Training 
integrated digital artillery simulations into live 
“call for fire” training.  

For the first time, cadets were able to 
use the same virtual platform as Forward 
Observers in the active force—the Call for 

Fire Trainer—immediately before conducting 
live-fire training.  

Instead of the traditional multi-week 
progression from virtual to live training, our 
cadets went from putting digital rounds on 
target to real rounds on target in the span of 
a morning.  

The results were incredible as Capt. 
Ryan Scott, field artillery officer and Military 
Science course director (MS 200), was blown 
away by the results seen during Cadet Field 
Training. 

“These are the best scores we’ve ever seen, 
by a long shot,” Scott said. “More than 1,200 
cadets successfully completed the training 
with increased average scores and a significant 
decrease in the distribution of grades—the 
cadets we’re really getting after it.”  

Col. William B. Ostlund, director of 
Military Instruction, attributed the increase in 
cadet performance to how DMI approached 
the training. 

“The Army relies on simulations to increase 
Soldier proficiency prior to committing live 

resources. We believed doing 
the same was in line with Army 
training methods and guidance,” 
Ostlund said.  “We are very 
fortunate to have the support of 
the Fires Center of Excellence 
and leaders like Capt. Scott and 
Sgt. 1st Class (Cesilio) Martinez 
that brought this capability to the 
cadets in the field.  

“We are striving to keep the 
CFFT available to the cadets 
during the academic year to ensure 
our future combat leaders sustain 
competence in this critical skill,” 
he added.   

The battlefield of the 21st 
century, like that of the 20th, 
will likely be dominated by fires.  
After nearly two decades of low 
and mid-intensity conflict, it is 
important to add renewed vigor to how we 
think about fires and how we train to use them 
effectively.  

Cadets arrive at the Observation Post ready to 
Call for Fire with several virtual missions already 
complete.                   Photo by Capt. Ryan Scott/DMI

Although difficult and resource intensive, 
the time spent and sweat expended here at the 
academy will undoubtedly help the cadets fight 
and win on the battlefields of tomorrow. 
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West Point Schools kick 
off annual Read-a-Thon

West Point Garrison Commander Col. Harry C. Marson (middle photo), the 
Rabble Rousers and the Cadet Spirit Band (top photo) helped West Point 
Schools kick off its annual Read-a-Thon Monday. This year’s theme is “Read 
to Philly and Beat Navy.” The students receive three yards for every minute 
read as they work together to cover the distance to Philadelphia.                         
                    Photos by Brandon O’Connor/PV
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee 
Voters Week

West Point Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee Voters 
Week is from Saturday through Oct. 5. 

The Army holds Armed Forces Voting Week in July, but since 
West Point has a limited number of people on post during that 
time, there is a combined effort with Absentee Voters Week (Army 
voting is on board with this), from Saturday through Oct. 5. 

There will be voting information tables set up at the Post 
Exchange and Building 622 at different times during the week. 

There will be FPCA’s (Absentee Ballot requests) and state 
registration forms and also some giveaways (cups, pens, stress 
balls) for the eligible voters.  

The intent of Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee Voters 
Week is to reach out to all eligible voters and to ensure that all 
have requested their absentee ballots and to provide state and 
local voting information to the eligible voter. 

The mid-term election is soon approaching. All 435 House of 
Representatives seats are up for election and 35 Senate seats are 
up for election Nov. 6. It is very important that everyone votes.

Sunday organ recital events at the Cadet Chapel
The upcoming events at the Cadet Chapel through 2018:
• Sunday, 2:30 p.m.—Eun Ha Chung (former director of 

musical activities, Post Chapel, West Point);
• Oct. 7, 2:30 p.m.—Andrew Scanlon (Class of 1936 Recital. 

Professor of Organ, East Carolina University);
• Oct. 14, 2:30 p.m.—Reilly Xu (First Place, Harrisburg 

AGO competition);
• Oct. 21, 2:30 p.m.—Emily Lapisardi (Director of Musical 

Activities, Most Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Chapel, West 
Point);

• Oct. 28, 2:30 p.m.—Craig Williams, “Wachet auf;”
• Nov. 4, 2:30 p.m.—Boyd Herforth, All Saints observance;
• Nov. 11, 2:30 p.m.—Rhonda Sider Edgington, Class of 

1936 recital;
• Nov. 18, 2:30 p.m.—Matthew Cates;

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

“Out of the Darkness” community walk
Join the West Point Suicide Prevention Office for this 

year’s “Out of the Darkness” community suicide awareness 
walk at 9 a.m. Saturday at Daly Field.  

The “Out of the Darkness” community walk is an 
awareness campaign to bring together family, friends, 
colleagues and supporters in our community. 

The walk is an attempt to create a vision of a world without 
suicide. Team and individual registration, and voluntary 
donations can be made at http://afsp.donordrive.com.

Online registration closes at noon Friday. 
For details, contact George Barnes, U.S. Army Garrison 

West Point’s Suicide Prevention manager, at 845-938-2912. 

Annual Pasta Dinner at Sacred Heart School
The Women of Sacred Heart will be sponsoring a pasta dinner 

at 6 p.m. Oct. 27 at the Sacred Heart School. There is a small fee 
for the pasta dinner.

To purchase tickets, call 845-446-2055. 

AWANA Program
Join the AWANA Program to learn more about God, 

memorize bible verses, game time and fun. 
The program is scheduled from 4:15-5:45 p.m. Sunday 

evenings for Kindergarten-12th grade at the Youth Center and 
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds at the Post Chapel Nursery. 

The program runs through May 5. For details, contact Jane 
Kimbrell at Jtkmamacita@gmail.com.

Lighthouse Christian Assembly Fellowship
Lighthouse Christian Assembly cordially invites the West 

Point community to join its family of fellowship and worship at 
9 a.m. Sunday mornings at 134 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  

The church has been serving the Fort Montgomery/Highland 
Falls and West Point communities for more than 30 years.  

It provides a family atmosphere for cadets, Soldiers, family 
members and the community. 

Every effort is made to support our beloved brothers and 
sisters in Christ with physical as well as spiritual needs.  

Additionally, the church is affiliated with the Walter Hoving 
Home, founded by John and Elsie Benton, in 1967. This Christ-
centered home provides a safe space for women in recovery from 
alcohol and substance abuse.  

If you are in need of transportation, contact Robby at 845- 
661-0339 by 8 a.m. the Sunday morning you will be attending.  

The van picks up at Grant Circle. We look forward to 
welcoming you into our family. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

Poker Nite and NFL Sundays at Fireside in Highland 
Falls 

Poker Nite at Fireside Restaurant includes multiple prizes 
available weekly and all-season long, including a trip to qualify 
for a Main Event in Las Vegas. It is free to play. There are 
tournaments at 7 and 9 p.m. every Wednesday. There are drink 
specials available. 

Also, all NFL games are available at Fireside during the 
season. Wings and drink specials available during the games. 

Fireside Restaurant is located on 3 Mountain Avenue in 
Highland Falls. 

For details, contact Kevin at 845-325-6724 or email 
k.schoff@live.com.

West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market through 
Oct. 28

The West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market is 
enjoying its 19th year of offering the best that the Hudson Valley 
has to offer. 

Every Sunday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. through Oct. 28, visit 
the farmers market and enjoy a variety of offerings from fresh 
produce to pickles, meat and eggs to artisan cheese and honey 
to fine baked goods, and other specialty items. 

Follow them on Facebook for weekly happenings at West 
Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market and Instagram @
WPTOHfarmersmarket.

Community

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Cynthia Laudato at 845-

569-3252 or email cynthia.laudato@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 

or email gfunaro@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson 
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

• Dec. 2, 3:30 p.m.—60th annual Handel’s Messiah with 
Cadet Choir, Combined Choirs and Orchestra.

More recitals will be posted when information is available.
Check them out on Facebook at West Point Cadet Chapel 

Organ Recitals.

41st annual Police Chase
The 41st annual “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is scheduled 

for Oct. 7 at Thomas Bull Memorial Park Picnic Pavilion in 
Montgomery, New York. 

There is a 40K bike race at 9 a.m., a children’s fun run at 11 
a.m., a 5K run at 11:15 a.m. and a 10K road race at noon. 

The “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is dedicated to the 
memories of Troopers James A. Kelly and T. Michael Kelly. 

To register or for more details, call 845-344-5347 or visit 
www.nypolicechase.com.
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Opening Day of Hunting Lottery
This year’s hunting lottery will take place Nov. 1 at the Victor 

Constant Ski Lodge. Registration begins on Monday. 
Reserve your hunting area ahead of time prior to opening 

day. The area is reserved for you until 9 a.m. of opening day 
only. To register, call the Round Pond Recreation Area offi  ce at 
845-938-2503.

Stress Management Lunch N’ Learn
The Stress Management Lunch N’ Learn is scheduled from 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Keller Army Comunity 
Hospital fourth fl oor classroom. 

This event is only open to KACH Staff  who are civilian or 
military. Join us as we learn relaxation and stress management 
techniques that will leave you feeling refreshed and renewed.

Register at westpointacs.as.me/stressKACH or call 845-
938-0629.

Texture Drawing
Texture Drawing classes take place from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Oct 

4, 11, 18 and 25. Students learn to draw texture to depict depth 
and dimension to make more realistic imagery. 

For students grades 5 and up. Register at https://webtrac.
mwr.army.mil/ or call 845-938-4812.

Design the Life You Love
A Design the Life You Love class takes place from 9 a.m.-

noon Oct. 10 at ACS, Building 622. This course is for military 
spouses regardless of job title, age or current employment status. 

This workshop by designer and author Ayse Birsel will 
teach you how to think like a designer and apply those lessons 
to your life. Register at https://westpointacs.as.me or call 845-
938-5658.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Back to School Cruise for Home Schoolers
School Support Services invites all families that will be 

home schooling their children to cruise the Hudson River from 
10 a.m.- noon Friday.  

Meet new families and/or reconnect after the summer months. 
Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins at 9:30 a.m. at 
South Dock. This event is free and there is no RSVP required. 
You are allowed to bring snacks or drinks for your family.  

For details or additional information, call 845-938-2092 or 
email Michi.Carl@usma.edu.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, 
learn and make new friends. 

Pre-registration is not required. There’s always something 
fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Trips with Leisure Travel Services (updated)
• Oktoberfest at Bear Mountain—Saturday. Leave West 

Point at 11:30 a.m. Leave Bear Mountain at 6 p.m. Join LTS for 
a great Oktoberfest at Anthony Wayne Recreation Area. Enjoy 
German food and beer.

There is a nominal transportation fee. 
For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

ACS Family Advocacy classes
Earn a certifi cate after completing all four classes in the Army 

Community Service’s Family Advocacy series. The following 
classes are held at ACS, Building 622:

• Parenting Class—The fi rst four Thursdays of every month 
from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Couples Communication Class—The fi rst four Tuesdays 
of every month from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Stress Management Class—The fi rst four Mondays of every 
month from 1-2:30 p.m.; 

• Anger Management Class—The fi rst four Wednesdays of 
every month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

To register, contact Sara Boychak at 845-938-0629 or email 

2018-19 Staff  and Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey League 
sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the 2018-19 Staff  and 
Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey League. 

All DOD and USMA personnel 18 years of age and older are 
eligible to participate. The league will start on Oct. 1 and continue 

through the end of April 2019, which is subject to change. 
The league will play three times per week. Monday and 

Thursday mornings at 6 a.m. and Tuesday at noon. Season passes 
must be purchased to participate in the program. 

For more information, call Jim McGuinness at 845-938-3066 
or e-mail at Jim.Mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Community Golf Scramble 
A Community Golf Scramble is scheduled for 1 p.m. Oct. 

11 at the West Point Golf Course. Check-in is from 11:30 a.m. 
-12:45 p.m.. 

Grab some friends or make new ones, and get to know the 
West Point community through a fun game of golf at the West 
Point Golf Course. To register, call 845-938-2435.

West Point Club’s Spirit Luncheons
Tickets are on sale for Army West Point Football Spirit 

Luncheons at the West Point Club’s Adminstration Offi  ce, from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. The luncheons are open to the 
public.

Doors open at 11 a.m. with the luncheon beginning at noon. 
The luncheons dates are: 
• Oct. 18—Miami; 
• Nov. 1—Air Force;
• Nov. 8—Lafayette; 
• Nov. 15—Colgate;
• Dec. 4—Navy. 
Buy early for reserved seats and save! Each luncheon is a Pep 

Rally for that week’s game held in the Club’s Grand Ballroom. 
There is a nominal fee for each luncheon. For details, call 

845-446-5504.

Hunter Education Course Oct. 27
The Hunter Education Course will be held from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Oct. 27 at the Round Pond recreation area’s Bonneville Cabin. 
Registration is ongoing and it is required. 

This class is required to purchase a New York State hunting 
license and West Point hunting permit. To register, email 
Instructor Rodney Krinke at eileen@frontiernet.net. 

Be sure to complete the New York State required homework 
prior to attending the class. 

The class is free and good for life. For more details, call 
845-938-2503.

Champagne Sunday Brunch
The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. every 

Sunday through Nov. 11 at the West Point Club. 
Each week the club’s executive chef and his team present a 

diff erent menu including action stations and desserts. 
There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or visit 

www.thewestpointclub.com.

Operation Body Rock 
Join MWR for Operation Body Rock at 10 a.m. every 

Wednesday at the MWR Fitness Center. 
This is a three-month small group personal training series with 

Shannon. A small fee will cover the initial baseline appointment, 
weekly workouts and templates, videos, meal plan and grocery 
list ideas, recipes and more. To register, call 845-938-6490.

FCC provider positions available now
Family Child Care is certifi ed in-home child care for children 

ages 4 weeks-12 years. FCC providers are authorized family 
members who operate as independent contractors in housing 
located on a military installation. 

FCC off ers fl exible hours, a home-like environment and 
lower adult/child ratios. FCC allows providers to make their own 
schedule off ering a full range of hourly, full-day and part-day 

care. Child and Youth Services is currently looking for new FCC 
providers. Family members who live in government quarters on 
West Point are welcome to apply. 

FCC providers receive training and guidance on child care 
skills and the opportunity to provide child care while staying at 
home with their own children. 

We also off er free advertising and referrals. For details, call 
845-938-8528.Seafest Night at the 

West Point Club
Come out for Seafest 

Night from 6-9 p.m. Oct. 26 
at the West Point Club for a 
night of unlimited shrimp, 
clams, crab legs and more.

This event will feature 
soups, salads, raw bar, 
steamer selection, grilled 
and chilled selections, land 
and sea buff et and desserts. 

There is a fee for this 
event. For more details, call 
845-938-5120.
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Friday—“Mile 22,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Crazy Rich Asians,” PG-13, 7 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Benefi ciary/Retiree Flu Drive

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
scheduled to conduct a community-wide Flu 
Immunization Drive from 1-5 p.m. Oct. 26 
and Nov. 2 at the Primary Care Clinic, located 
on the fi rst fl oor of the Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic. 

This fl u immunization drive will be by 
appointment and appointments will include 
brief paperwork, the immunization and a 
fi ve-minute wait period to assure there are 
no adverse reactions.

This immunization drive is for all eligible 
active duty, dependents and retirees—with 
the goal to vaccinate our entire community, 
so we are encouraging all benefi ciaries aged 
6 months and above to come out.

Please help us vaccinate 100 percent of 
our population and win the battle against the 
Flu this year. 

Join us and bring your entire family.

KACH Family Readiness Group 
information

For current and incoming staff  at Keller 
Army Community Hospital, the following 
information is provided to assist you with 
family readiness:

• Family Readiness Group Leader—
Tammie Persaud-Cruz Total;

• Army Family Program POC—Sgt. 1st 

Class Matthew Van Auken.
Call 845-938-0115 for all Family 

Readiness issues.

KACH Substance Use Disorder Clinic 
open

The Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Substance Use Disorder Clinic is open to 
cadets, active duty service members and 
benefi ciaries who are interested in seeking 
help independently.  

The clinic provides substance use 
disorder clinical care, including assessment, 
education, treatment, rehabilitation and 
aftercare for cadets, service members and 
other beneficiaries within an integrated 
medical and behavioral health model to 
enhance health and readiness.  

It is preferred to have individuals seek 
education and treatment on their own, 
in hopes to prevent them from possibly 
experiencing an alcohol or drug-related 
incident.  

Seeking education and treatment 
independently does not require command 
involvement or an offi  cial enrollment into 
the program.   

The SUDC is located in Building 656 and 
you can schedule an appointment by walking 
in 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, or calling 
845-938-7691.    

• USFHP hosts Lunch and Learn: 
U.S. Family Health Plan (USFHP) will be 
hosting a Lunch and Learn for TRICARE 
eligible active-duty family member(s) or 
retired military Friday from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at B126 Washington Road. 

Darrel Hutchinson, health benefits 
consultant, will go over Prime options and 
benefi ts of USFHP. 

Lunch will be catered by Panera Bread.  
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by 
today.

• Superintendent’s Boat Cruise: 

West Point Family Homes residents join 
WPFH for an evening on the Superintendent’s 
Boat Oct. 5. 

Boarding starts at 6 p.m. at South Dock 
and cruise the majestic beauty of the Hudson 
River from 6:30-8 p.m. 

Light refreshments will be served. To 
register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by 
Monday with the number of people that will 
attend.  

• Yard Sale: The West Point Community 
Yard Sale takes place from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 
27, rain or shine.
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Sprint Football completes comeback, defeats Navy for Star

Friday

a l l  d a y — W o m e n ’ s 
Tennis, WesT PoinT inviTe, 
lichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

7 P.m.—volleyball vs. 
lehigh, gillis Field house.

saTurday

all day—golF vs. navy, 
WesT PoinT golF course.

a l l  d a y — W o m e n ’ s 
Tennis, WesT PoinT inviTe, 
lichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

noon—Women’s rugby 
vs. liFe, anderson rugby 
comPlex.

1 P.m.—sPrinT FooTball vs. 
sainT Thomas aquinas, shea 
sTadium.

2 P.m.—men’s rugby vs. 
KuTzToWn, anderson rugby 
comPlex.

4 P.m.—volleyball vs. 
laFayeTTe, gill is F ield 
house.

sunday

a l l  d a y — W o m e n ’ s 
Tennis, WesT PoinT inviTe, 
lichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

Wednesday

7 P.m.—men’s soccer vs. 
laFayeTTe, clinTon Field aT 
maleK sTadium.

ocT. 6
1:30 P.m.—Women’s rugby 
vs. Penn sTaTe, anderson 
rugby comPlex.

7 P.m.—men’s soccer vs. 
bucKnell, clinTon Field aT 
maleK sTadium.
**v i e W T h e  u P c o m i n g 
army WesT PoinT blacK 
KnighTs schedule aT WWW.
goarmyWesTPoinT.com/
calendar.asPx?vTyPe=lisT.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

With two touchdown passes from senior quarterback Keegan West to junior wide receiver Tom Williamson, the Army West Point Sprint Football team defeated 
Navy, 17-14, Sept. 21 in Annapolis, Md. (Above) The Sprint team celebrates after its victory over the Midshipmen.               Photos by Army Athletic Communications

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Sprint Football team came away with a 
thrilling 17-14 victory in the Star Game against service-academy 
rival Navy at Marine Corps Stadium Sept. 21 in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

The two sides scored a combined 31 points in the final 30 
minutes of the game after going into halftime scoreless. 

Army tied the game twice with a pair of Keegan West 
touchdown passes to Tom Williamson before rookie kicker Seppi 
Ortman put the Black Knights ahead for good with a 17-yard 
field goal.

A fourth-down interception by Onorino Tamburri sealed the 
game for the Cadets as the visitors defeated Navy for the second 
consecutive year following last season’s 40-6 win.

Williamson led the Black Knights’ offense with a game-high 
six receptions for 85 yards and two touchdowns, serving as 
West’s favorite target throughout the night. 

The West Point, New York, native excelled from under center 
for the second week in a row, going 27-for-37 for 248 yards and 
two scores. He added 24 yards on five carries.

Defensively, Tate Blessinger tallied a team-high 14 tackles 
and a tackle for loss. NeVonte Dean and Zach Lechthaler both 
chipped in with a pair of sacks, while Tamburri caused the only 
turnover of the game.

  
How it happeed
First Quarter 
• Both teams came out with strong defensive efforts, allowing 

just 109 total yards of offense.
• Army earned the only scoring chance of the first 15 minutes 

with a 33-yard field goal on its first drive, but the kick missed.
Second Quarter 
• Navy had a pair of scoring chances in the second quarter, 

but was unable to convert on either of them.

• The first sailed wide left from 44 yards before Desmond 
Young came off the edge and blocked a 32-yard attempt with 36 
seconds remaining in the half.

Third Quarter 
• After a scoreless first half, the two teams exploded for 21 

combined points in the third quarter.
• The home side opened the scoring with an 81-yard 

touchdown pass from Walt Fagan to J.T. Thompson.
• Army responded on the following drive with a 35-yard 

connection from West to Williamson to even the score at seven 
apiece.

• Navy landed the next blow with a six-yard scamper by 
Fagan, which was set up by a successful fake punt by the Mids 
that went for 24 yards.

Fourth Quarter 
• The familiar duo of West and Williamson once again tied 

the game for the Black Knights after a 21-yard score with 14:16 
remaining in the contest.

• Ortman gave Army its first lead of the contest at 17-14 with 
a 17-yard field goal with just less than five minutes remaining.

• Tamburri came up with his first-career interception on 
a 4th-and-10 play in the final minute of the game to seal the 
victory for Army.

 
Army highlights and game notes
• Army won back-to-back Star Games for the first time 

since 2012-13.
• The Black Knights allowed fewer than 20 points to Navy 

for the third straight year, the first such streak since 1998-2000.
• Army’s 10-game winning streak is its longest since 2012-14 

when the team won 20 consecutive games.
• Head coach Mark West won his 55th career game with 

the Cadets.
• Keegan West passed for more than 200 yards for the eighth 

time in his career and second straight game.
• Tom Williamson recorded his third-career multi-touchdown 

game.
• Onorino Tamburri hauled in his first-career interception to 

seal the game for Army.
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Army’s upset bid comes up short in overtime at No. 5 Oklahoma

Junior running back Kell Walker (above) finished with 80 yards on the ground as Army West Point forced overtime but came up short in a 28-21 loss to fifth-
ranked Oklahoma Sept. 22 at Norman, Okla. Junior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr. led the Army attack with 102 rushing yards and a touchdown while adding 
another 40 yards passing.                    Photo Provided by Army Athletic Communications/Danny Wild

By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

The Black Knights came to play at fifth-
ranked Oklahoma Sept. 22, forcing overtime, 
but the Sooners escaped with the 28-21 victory 
at Oklahoma Memorial Stadium in Norman, 
Oklahoma.

Army had a gritty performance and was led 
by quarterback Kelvin Hopkins. He ran for 102 
yards and a score for the Black Knights. Kell 
Walker finished with a season best 80 yards on 
the ground. 

Oklahoma saw Trey Sermon rush for a game 
high 119 yards on 18 attempts, while Kyler 
Murray scampered for 71 yards. Murray also 
threw for 165 yards and three touchdowns.

Highlights and game notes
• Kenneth Brinson and James Nachtigal are 

only the second set of classmates to have 10 or 
more career sacks.

• Mike Reynolds made his first interception 

of the season early in the third quarter and only 
his second career takeaway, first since 2016.

• The Black Knights have caused at least 
one turnover in three-of-four games this year.

• Hopkins has now thrown or rushed for 
a touchdown in each game this season, and 
has rushed for a score in three of the last four 
contests. 

• Hopkins ran for at least 100 yards in his 
second straight game.

• The Cadets played a Top-5 team for the 
first time since 2013 when they faced off against 
No. 4/5 Stanford.

• This was Army’s fourth overtime game in 
the last three seasons and Army is 2-2 in those 
games. It was Army’s 13th overtime game in 
program history.

  
How it happened
• The home team started the scoring early, 

taking the opening drive 68 yards on six plays 
to take the 7-0 advantage.

• The Black Knights responded with a 

textbook 16-play, 75-yard scoring drive of 
their own to pull even at 7-7. Army’s march 
was highlighted by an early 23-yard scamper 
by Walker. Connor Slomka then finished things 
off a few plays later with a 1-yard rush into the 
end zone.

• Oklahoma answered with another six 
play drive that ended in a 11-yard touchdown 
pass from Kyler Murray to CeeDee Lamb. The 
Sooners went 65 yards on that drive and ate 
up 2:36 off the game clock to make it a 14-7 
ballgame.

• And back-and-forth we went as Army 
tied the contest at 14-14 with a 16 play drive 
midway through the second period. The Black 
Knights marched 75 yards in 8:54, capped by a 
Hopkins’ five-yard touchdown rush. That score 
was the junior's fourth rushing TD of the year. 

• The Sooners broke the deadlock during 
their next drive to pull back in front at 21-14. 
Murray found pay dirt from 33-yards out for his 
first score of the game.

• After an Army takeaway by Reynolds 

three minutes into the third quarter, the Black 
Knights proceeded to march 85 yards in a 
season-long 19 plays to tie the ballgame at 
21-all. Seven of those 19 plays were rushes by 
Hopkins, including a 4th-and-1 conversion from 
the Oklahoma 25. Andy Davidson then punched 
it home from three yards out for his first score 
of the year.

• The Sooners had a chance to win the game 
at the end of regulation, but Austin Seibert 
missed the 33-yard field goal to send the game 
into overtime. 

• Murray found CeeDee Lamb on a 10-yard 
slant in the end zone to give the Sooners the 
28-21 victory in overtime. 

Up next
 The Black Knights continue their three-

game road swing with a trip to Buffalo to face 
the University at Buffalo Saturday. The contest 
is slated for noon. and will be broadcast live on 
CBS Sports Network with Dave Ryan and Cory 
Chavious on the call.  


