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(Above) Junior running back Conor Slomka broke down the right sideline and 
reached the end zone for a 48-yard touchdown during Army West Point’s 28-21 
victory over Hawaii Sept. 15 at Michie Stadium. Slomka fi nished the day with 
62 yards on the ground. (Right) An energetic cadet shows the world that Army 
Football is number one. See Page 16 for story and photo from the game.
          Photos by Class of 2019 Zach Brehm (above) and Class of 2020 Cadet Caleb Kifer (riGht)
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Finding the right branch as Army transitions

Free Disaster Preparedness Kit—
Don’t procrastinate, participate
By Christopher Hennen
West Point Emergency Manager

What if tomorrow happened today? 
Hurricane Florence is a stark reminder that we 
are all susceptible to dangerous situations. The 
likelihood that you and those you care for will 
be involved in a potentially life-threatening 
incident is 100 percent, but you can control 
the likelihood that the threat you face will 
cause you and others great harm. The choice 
is yours. 

The West Point garrison commander has 
invited officials from the New York State 
Citizen Preparedness Corps (CPC) to present 
a highly informative emergency preparedness 
seminar from 9:30-11 a.m. Sept. 27 at 
Eisenhower Hall Auditorium. 

Those that register for and attend this event 

(https://prepare.ny.gov/training-events), 
they will receive a free CPC Response Starter 
Kit, and qualify for a free multi-function 
emergency radio. 

To encourage attendance at this important 
event, the garrison commander has authorized 
administrative leave of two hours to all USAG 
employees that attend this seminar.

Every citizen in this country has an 
important role to play in the national 
emergency management system. 

“Hope is not a method” and doesn’t keep 
you safe in the storms of life—preparedness 
does. We look forward to seeing you at this 
presentation. 

Contact Christopher Hennen at 845-938-
7092 or email christopher.hennen@usma.edu; 
or Robert Brown at 845-938-0367 or email 
robert.brown@usma.edu for details. 

Story and photo by Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

The Army is changing, but as the cadets at 
the U.S. Military Academy prepare to become 
the next generation of Army leaders, they are 
getting ready to face that challenge head on.

During the annual Branch Week at West 
Point from Sept. 10-14, the cadets had the 
chance to learn about each of the branches 
open to them upon graduation and how they 
are adapting to the changes currently facing 
the Army. 

After 16 years of warfare in the Middle East 
and with the constantly growing importance 
of electronics in the Army, the challenges 
facing this generation of cadets are different 
than any before.

“The Army is in a transition right now. 
We have fought wars in a certain way for the 
last 16 years and we are facing threats that are 
near-peer,” Capt. Kimberly Kopack, who spent 
the week at West Point introducing cadets to 
the Air Defense Artillery branch, said. “We are 
facing threats with capabilities that rival the 
United States. Gone are the days when we had 
complete air superiority. Our job is to protect 
our geopolitical assets from aerial attack, 
missile attack and surveillance … It is as easy 
as going on Amazon and buying a drone and 
people can have surveillance on our troops.”

Air Defense Artillery has been forced to 
change its tactics in recent years as drones 
have become more prevalent in both military 
operations and civilian life. 

That constant change and their growing 
role in the Army is part of Air Defense 
Artillery’s pitch to cadets who are figuring out 
their branch preferences during Branch Week.

“Air defense is the future of the Army and 
a lot of the Army is realizing that,” 2nd Lt. 
Daryl Newton Jr., a short range air defense 
platoon leader, said. “What Air Defense does 
is, we protect geopolitical assets and anything 
we are directed to protect we can protect with 
different ranges of artillery. We protect the 
skies. A lot of the Army is realizing they need 
that to fight.”

To enable them to accomplish their 
mission, Newton said cadets considering 
joining Air Defense Artillery must be open 
minded and willing to work in a branch that is 
changing as the world around it does.

The biggest change to the Army’s tactics 
and the current state of affairs led to the creation 
of the newest branch open to graduates—

Cyber —and the chance for cadets to get in on 
the ground floor of a brand new field that plays 
a critical role in the Army’s future.  

“I think more and more of what we use in 
the Army is electronic,” 2nd Lt. Dale Lakes, an 
analytics support officer in the Cyber Branch, 
said. “We obviously are in the business of 
finding and killing the enemy and creating 
effects on the enemy. Cyber is another way to 
do that. Because so much of the Army and the 
world is using cyber technology that means 
those effects we can provide to the Army will 
have a great impact.”

 Class of 2020 cadet Liam Furey, who is 
considering branching Cyber, said the biggest 
issue he has found is that Cyber is so new that 
even the professors at West Point who are 
technically Cyber haven’t spent much time in 
the field actually doing the job of the branch.

Branch Week at West Point is the time 
when cadets like Furey can meet with the 
branches, learn more about them and see how 
the branches are changing to meet the future 
needs of the Army.

“It is not just a 9-to-5. Something like 
cyber security, you need to be learning on 
your own and going home and being very 
passionate about the field,” 1st Lt. Alexander 
Molnar, a computer network defense manager, 
said of Cyber. “One tactic that might be useful 
today might not be in six months. If you are 
not learning on your own or pursuing advanced 
education you start to fall behind. One thing 
that is very exciting about the branch is it 
changes so much, you are always on your feet 
and you’re always facing new challengers. It 
is not something you learn once and then go 
stick it in a book.”

Branch Week also gives cadets a chance 
to look below the surface of the branches and 
see how much more there is to them than their 
name may suggest. 

One of the biggest displays of the week 
belonged to the Engineers as they looked to 
highlight the scope of career paths open to a 
cadet as an engineer. 

It was one of the many chances for cadets 
to learn more about the opportunities open to 
them after graduating. 

“We are a highlight of the diversity of 
the Engineer Branch. There is so much in the 
Engineer Branch. It is one of the outstanding 
things that you can go out, be in the Engineer 
Branch and then go back into combat engineers 
for instance,”1st Lt. Caleb McNeill from the 
511th Engineer Dive Detachment said. “When 

I commissioned, I knew of the divers, but 
I didn’t know the extent to what the divers 
were doing. I didn’t know about the geospatial 

stuff, the bridgers. Everything support-wise 
the Army needs, but the engineers are going 
to be there in some capacity.”

A representative from the Field Artillery Branch talks with a cadet during Branch 
Week Sept. 11. Representatives from the 17 branches spoke to cadets Sept. 
10-14 and enabled cadets to learn more about the branches available upon 
graduation.
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West Point Writing Program initiates a Faculty Writing Group
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point Writing Program is an 
Academy-level initiative approved initially 
in 2014 as a key component of West Point’s 
new curriculum, which eliminated one of 
two previously required academic courses 
in general composition (EN302: Advanced 
Composition through Cultural Studies), and 
was primarily for cadets.

  The project  was ul t imately  and 
unanimously endorsed by the Academic 
Board in 2016 and enacted by the U.S. Military 
Academy’s former Superintendent, retired Lt. 
Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. 

With the approval of Caslen and the full 
support of the USMA Dean of the Academic 
Board, Brig. Gen. Cindy R. Jebb, the writing 
program was fully phased into the life of the 
Academy for the 2017-18 academic year.

Although the WPWP is primarily for 
cadets, it also provides support for academics 
on the staff and faculty working on their 
individual scholarly pursuits. The Faculty 
Writing Group allows time for work on 
scholarly writing projects without interruption.

Colleen Eils, associate director of the 
WPWP, began the Faculty Writing Group 
initiative and one of her priorities was 
supporting the faculty, not only as teachers of 
writing, but also as writers themselves. Elis 
said the idea came to her as a faculty member 
in the Department of English and Philosophy 

when she found that she and her colleagues 
kept putting off scholarship projects because 
of the workload as faculty members and the 
open door policy of cadets.

“This is the first semester that the WPWP 

initiated a directorate-wide faculty writing 
group,” Eils said. “While departments have 
had, and do have their own writing group, 
this is the first semester the WPWP has 
initiated the Faculty Writing Group program. 

The West Point Writing Program for staff and faculty working on scholarly writing projects, or articles for publication 
into books, magazines or papers, took place Sept. 14. The WPWP is a new initative that began this semester to allow 
writers nearly two hours for scholarly pursuits. (Above) Dr. Colleen Eils (foreground), associate director of the Writing 
Program; Jose Arellano, instructor in the Department of English and Philosophy; Kelsey Rice, associated professor 
in the Department of History; and Eileen Kowalski, associate professor from the Chemistry and Life Sciences, takes 
part in the writing group. Not pictured is Jason Hoppe, associate dean of the WPWP.

The motivating idea behind the writing group 
is that the faculty often blocks off time to 
do administrative work (meetings, etc.) or 
teaching work (lesson planning and grading) 
but we don’t necessarily do the same for our 
own research. 

“While we’re a teaching institution, 
scholarly writing plays a key role in keeping us 
current in our respective fields and helping us 
develop as teachers of discipline,” she added.

The second session of the Faculty Writing 
Group Sept. 14 included five faculty members, 
all Ph.D.’s who are working on writing projects 
for publications. 

Eileen Kowalski, associate professor in 
the Chemistry and Life Sciences, and Jose 
Arellano, instructor from the Department 
of English and Philosophy, are working on 
independent scholarship projects and have 
been published before. Eils is working on a 
chapter proposal for the Modern Language 
Association special topics publication and has 
also been published before, and Jason Hoppe, 
associate dean of the WPWP, is working on 
editing the Common Journal of Nathaniel 
and Sophia Hawthorne, and new Department 
of History associate professor Kelsey Rice is 
working on a paper on the Caucasus and Iran.

“I love the idea of a faculty writing group,” 
Rice said. “You can’t protect your time in the 
office without having to deal with cadets as 
they are always around. It’s nice to have a 
couple of hours where you can work on your 
writing without interruptions.”

According to Eils, the faculty group 
meetings are very informal and occur two or 
three times a month. 

“Whoever has the space and time in their 
schedule can come and dedicate time to 
individual scholarly writing in a community 
with a shared purpose,” she said.

USMAPS Cadet Candidates reflect on 9/11 with Memorial visit
Story and photo by Cadet Candidate 
Monica Smith

On Sept. 10, the U.S. Military Academy 
Preparatory School cadet candidates traveled  
to Manhattan and visited the One World Trade 
Center, 9/11 Memorial and the 9/11 Museum. 

The purpose of this visit was for the cadet 
candidates to pay respect to all who lost their 
lives on that fateful day. 

The trip was set just a day before the 17th 
anniversary of the attack that changed our 
nation forever. The memorial is a constant 
reminder of the destruction that took place 
and America’s unwillingness to stop fighting. 

After arriving early Monday morning, 
the companies within the battalion split up. 
Cadet candidates spent several hours walking 
through the museum, viewing the memorial 
pools, and traveling to the observation deck 
of the Freedom Tower. 

Cadet candidates, being so young when 
the attack occurred, got to fully grasp the 
severity of the events that took place. Some 
expressed vocally how shocked they were at 
what transpired and how catastrophic 9/11 
really was. 

On the observation deck of the Freedom 
Tower, cadet candidates could view the 
New York City skyline. At the base sits the 
memorial pools taking the place of where the 
Twin Towers stood just 17 years prior. 

Looking out at the memorial pools, Bravo 
Company Cadet Candidate Nicole Sacchinelli 
silently reflected on those who sacrificed their 
lives to save others.  

“It is crazy to think how some did not 
hesitate running in to help those trapped in the 
buildings,” Sacchinelli said. “I strive to be like 
them one day.”  

While in the 9/11 museum, Charlie Company 
Cadet Candidate Matthew Moore said, “It was 
an honor learning about the lives of those who 
risked their own life to save others.”  

Moore also expressed he felt a connection 
with the ones lost that day by reading the 
biographies posted throughout the museum. 

At the end of the trip, as the Vanguard 
Class of 2019 stood to get final accountability, 
there was an overarching mood of peace and 
gratitude. Ace Company Cadet Candidate 
Mann stated, “After seeing everything, it just 
solidified my reason for wanting to fight in the 
Army and become a leader.”

 Sept. 10, 2018 will always be a very 
important day for the USMAPS Class of 2019. 

T h e  C a d e t 
Candidates 
of the U.S. 
M i l i t a r y 
A c a d e m y 
Preparatory 
S c h o o l 
traveled to 
M a n h a t t a n 
and visited 
t h e  O n e 
World Trade 
Center, 9/11 
M e m o r i a l 
and the 9/11 
Museum on 
S e p t .  1 0 , 
2018.
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Army educational opportunities for active duty in field of law
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy has many 
postgraduate opportunities for cadets to 
further their education, such as funded 
education for medical school and a variety 
of scholarships. 

The Army also has postgraduate funded 
education programs for active-duty service 
members. One of them is the Judge Advocate 
General’s Funded Legal Education Program.

“The Funded Legal Education Program 
(FLEP) is based on statute and applies to 
all branches of the military as well,” Maj. 
Matthew Gallagher, chief of administrative 
and civil law, said. “The Army can select 
up to 25 Army officers each fiscal year on a 
competitive basis to attend law school leading 
to a Juris Doctor or a bachelor of law degree 
at an approved civilian law school. 

“The Army finds value in bringing in 
young officers who have usually between two 
and six years of active duty,” Gallagher added. 
“You have to start law school first before the 
funding takes effect.”

Second lieutenants to captains who have 
graduated from an accredited college or 
university with a baccalaureate degree, have 
not less than two years or more than six years 
of active duty serving in the grade of O-1 
through O-3 at the time legal training begins 
are eligible to apply.

“An officer selected for FLEP may apply 
to and be accepted by a civilian law school 
in the U.S., but they pay all expenses for 
applying to a law school,” Gallagher said. 
“Each officer will also perform on-the-job 
training under the supervision of a Staff Judge 
Advocate or legal officer when the school is 
not in session. Training is mandatory during 

The West Point Staff Judge Advocate office in Building 606 offers Army officers funded legal education through the 
Judge Advocate General's Funded Legal Education Program. Officers from second lieutenant to captain on active 
duty who have not less than two years or more than six years of active duty service and have at least a secret security 
clearance are eligible to attend law school for up to three years through the program. Officers will need to add two 
years of service for each year attending law school.
the summer vacation period and during school 
breaks of five days or longer. Officers can 

attend law school up to three years, but when 
they complete their education, they will owe 

two years of military service for each year 
they attend school.”

Officers who are participating in the 
FLEP will be detailed to the Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps, but will still be under the 
control of their basic branch for promotions 
while attending law school. 

Officers who graduate from law school, 
pass the bar exam and/or are admitted to 
practice, complete the JAG basic course, and 
are certified by The Judge Advocate General 
will be authorized to practice in the JAGC. 

They will then be subject to a one-year 
observation period after which they may be 
offered promotion in the Judge Advocate 
Competitive Category.

“This is an absolutely wonderful program 
and I am so impressed with the applicants,” 
Col. Erik Christiansen, judge advocate, 
said. “We had one applicant last year; very 
impressive. I just encourage people to get 
educated about the program, whether they 
can do it here or give that information to 
their Soldiers down the road. Folks who are 
coming from active duty play a pretty critical 
part in the JAG force. So, I really encourage 
people to educate themselves on this program 
and nominate their very best to participate in 
the program.”

By Dan Read
West Point Middle School 7th grader

Students gathered and took part in a 
remembrance assembly at West Point Middle 
School Sept. 11, honoring those who lost 
their lives during the attacks of 9/11. Michael 
Greifenstein, WPMS eighth grader, read a 
poem written by his father, Maj. Michael 
Greifenstein, as part of the ceremony.

Greifenstein, USMA Class of 2002, from 
Spring Lake, New Jersey; was at West Point 
during the events of 9/11. 

During an off period, he turned on the 
television to see on the news that the first 
tragedy had occurred, a hijacked American 
Airlines plane had crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center. Greifenstein 
then got on the phone with his mother when 
the second tower was hit.

“We wanted to do something to help but 
we couldn’t,” Greifenstein said. “We all just 
had this sense of helplessness.” 

The cadets could even see the smoke rising 
out of New York City, over 50 miles away. 

Remembering 9/11 now and in the past
The next morning, Sept. 12, 2001, he 

decided to commemorate the tragic events by 
composing a poem which goes as follows:

A clear sunny morning,
Not a cloud in the sky,
Everyone just, a mere passer-by.
When in a moment of time the day went 

on end,
And suddenly everyone became a close 

friend.
For two steel structures high in the sky,
Became targets of terror, no one sure quite 

why.
Both standing tall like two burning wicks 

in the wind,
Hundreds of heroes could be seen rushing 

in.
As with every good candle they came to 

an end,
Taking the souls of many a friend.
Everyone touched in one way or another,
While flames of this tragedy have yet to be 

smothered.
Let us gain strength from this grief and 

sorrow,

For America will be stronger come 
tomorrow.

And strangers we passed on our morning 
journey,

Will now be our friends for life and 
eternity.

God Bless All the Innocent Victims and 
Heroes of Sept. 11, 2001—Never Forget.

As a cadet of the Class of 2002, Greifenstein 
and his peers knew that they would be sent 
to fight in the War on Terror. Many of his 
classmates were killed in action.

“We should never forget these events,” 
Maj. Greifenstein said.

Eighth grader Michael Greifenstein 
reads his dad’s poem, written the day 
after Sept. 11, 2001.     Courtesy Photo
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Cadet Club activities
Combat Weapons: The Combat Weapons team competed in the Long Island Championship 

USPSA Match Sept. 16 at Westhampton Beach, New York. Fifteen cadets and three coaches 
competed in the “Production” division of the match; one NCOIC competed in the “Single Stack” 
division. 

All shooters performed well and represented the academy with distinction. Seventy-four 
shooters competed in the Production Division. 

The top three cadets in the field were Class of 2019 Cadet Jordan Bailey at 15th place, Class 
of 2019 Cadet Bobby Sobeski at 22nd place and Class of 2020 Cadet Sean O’Leary at 27th place. 

Cadets hustle through first IOCT installment of year

Class of 2020 Cadet Mackenzie Garner climbs a rope as part of the Indoor 
Obstacle Course Test Sept. 7 at Hayes Gym in Arvin Cadet Physical Development 
Center. The IOCT is a graduation requirement of all cadets.  
                         Photos by Brandon O’Connor/PV

The Indoor Obstacle Course Test, as performed by Class of 2020 Cadet 
Francisco Ceberos (above), is a test of full-body functional physical fitness 
administered by the Department of Physical Education. The test consists of 
11 events performed sequentially, including the low crawl under barrier, tire 
footwork (above photo), two-handed vault, eight-foot horizontal shelf, horizontal 
bar navigation, hanging tire, balance beam, eight-foot vertical wall, 20-foot 
horizontal ladder, 16-foot vertical rope and a 350-meter sprint that includes 
carrying medicine ball and baton at certain points.
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Corps of Cadets enjoy pugilist tastes with Boxing Rumble 
By Capt. John Borman
DPE Boxng Instructor

The Army West Point Men’s and Women’s Boxing teams 
put on an exhibition event, West Point Boxing Rumble, Sept. 
14 in Central Area. 

The event was held in conjunction with the Combined Arms 
Tailgate. In attendance were the Secretary of the Army, the 
Honorable Mark Esper, and his wife. 

The West Point leadership as well as the branch chiefs and 
commandants were also on hand to enjoy the show. 

In total, 11 bouts were held, four women’s bouts and seven 
men’s bouts. The results are as follows:

• 120 lbs.—Ahliyah Lablue defeated Amira Mohamed;
• 130 lbs.—Isiah Ortiz defeated Aung Moe;
• 130 lbs.—Jackie Chronister defeated Emma Begin;
• 140 lbs.—Nate Rodriguez defeated Thomas Cruz; 
• 140 lbs.—Evan Walker defeated Julianna Fustolo; 
• 140 lbs.—Lawrence Shepherd defeated Greg Smith; 
• 140 lbs.—Janel Tracy defeated Adaya Queen;
• 150 lbs.—Moses Sun defeated Justin Cooper; 
• 165 lbs.—A.J. Farrow-Maynie defeated Kyle Taylor;
• 175 lbs.—Adrian Albin defeated John Koffman; 
• 175 lbs.—Chris Sharfin defeated Hunter Dempster.

Sophomore A.J. Farrow-Maynie (wearing red) takes a right jab to the face from junior Kyle Taylor (blue) 
during the West Point Boxing Rumble Sept. 14 in Central Area. However, Farrow-Maynie fought back to 
take the bout.                                                    Photos by Brandon O'Connor/PV

Sophomore Evan Walker (wearing red) catches junior Julianna Fustolo (blue) in the chin with a left during 
the West Point Boxing Rumble Sept. 14. Walker was named the winner after a three-round bout.

Junior Isiah Ortiz (wearing red) and junior Aung Moe 
(blue) fight during the West Point Boxing Rumble. 
Ortiz, a defending national champion, was named 
the winner after a three-round bout. 

L a w r e n c e 
S h e p h e r d 
(wearing red) 
and Greg Smith 
(blue) exchange 
punches during 
t h e  W e s t 
Point Boxing 
Rumble Sept. 
14. Shepherd 
e a r n e d  t h e 
victory.
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True Grit—DMI touches the true Hudson Ebb
From the Foxhole...

By Lt. Col. Erik Kober and Maj. Ryan Leach

Department of Military Instruction personnel conducted 
its annual swim across the Hudson River, or as its known 
within the department, “Operation True Grit,” Sept. 12.  

Despite adverse weather conditions which threatened to 
postpone or cancel the event, staff, faculty and friends of DMI 
from across the U.S. Military Academy braved the nearly 
900-meter open water swim in the balmy 78-degree water.  

More than 70 True Grit swimmers reported at 6 a.m., 
donned military personal floatation devices, zip-tied and lit 
their chemical lights and entered the water at the West Point’s 
South Dock on their way to Garrison Landing.  

This was the Department of Military Instruction’s second 
annual execution of True Grit. 

The operation coincided with Branch Week, one of DMI’s 
most important military education efforts during the cadets’ 
47-month experience.  

During Branch Week, leaders and units from throughout 
the Army rally around West Point. This year, members of 
the 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne 
Division, branch commandants and senior leadership from 
all 17 Army branches visited West Point and shared insights 
and informed our young future leaders on the respective 
branch’s latest and greatest mission, vision, technology and 
opportunity.  

Col. William B. Ostlund, director of DMI, was keen to 
capitalize on the energy and focus that Branch Week brings 
to DMI and the academy.  

He believes it provides an excellent opportunity for staff, 
faculty and friends from across the academy to come together 
and foster esprit de corps through a challenging physical 
experience that ultimately provides participants a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. 

Ostlund addressed the group before they entered the 
water, and given the green light that all safety boats and 
spotters were in place, swimmers—to include Brig. Gen. 
Steve Gilland, commandant of cadets—boldly entered the 

swiftly moving water.  
Though the recent rains swelled the river and caused 

swifter currents than last year’s swim, those with true grit 
stood undeterred and undefeated.  

Whether at the intended exit beach or at the many 
“hasty” beaches found by those drifting ever so slightly off-
course, swimmers were in high spirits as they finished their 
exhilarating adventure.  

Maj. Ashley Leach, an instructor in DMI, remarked upon 
exiting the water that “it was a bit more challenging than I 
originally expected, but I was really glad to take part in such 
a rewarding event.”  

She, along with 69 others, successfully completed the 
860-meter swim while fighting though a cross-current in 
excess of 1.2 knots, all while dodging floating logs and 

debris washed into the river from the recent deluge of the 
Hudson Valley.

Lt. Col. Erik Kober, the officer-in-charge of the 
event, reported that the swim’s goal was to “showcase the 
tremendous amount of support and synergy” that exists across 
the academy.  

He said that the operation was a “total team effort that 
required West Point Garrison, Chief Inella and his crew and 
Mike Anderson’s harbor crew” to come together and provide 
the needed expertise and logistical support, without which 
the event would have been impossible.  

In this regard, the operation paralleled the lessons being 
learned about our fine Army during Branch Week—that we 
are a team of teams working hard to defend this great nation, 
a job that requires, True Grit.   

The Department of Military Instruction personnel conducted its annual "Operation True Grit," which is a 
900-meter swim in the open water of the Hudson River. More than 70 staff and faculty and friends of DMI  
participated in a swim created to provide synergy within the department.                     Photo provided by DMI
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C o m m u n i t y  W a l k 
to increase suicide 
awareness, prevention

By George Barnes, USAG West Point
Suicide Prevention Manager, and 
retired Col. Denton Knapp 

The American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention will host the West Point community 
“Out of the Darkness” Walk at 9 a.m. Sept. 29 
at Daly Field to increase suicide awareness 
and prevention.  

This is the fifth year that AFSP has 
conducted a walk with the West Point 
community. AFSP is the leader in the fight 
against suicide, funding research, creating 
educational programs, advocating for public 
policy and supporting survivors of suicide 
loss.

The AFSP has its headquarters in New 
York, and has 75 local chapters and events 
nationwide. Every year suicide claims more 
lives than war, murder and natural disasters 
combined, and yet suicide prevention doesn’t 
get anywhere near the funding given to other 
leading causes of death. 

The community and campus walks provide 
an opportunity to make a difference, remember 
loved ones and change the conversation about 
mental health to prevent this tragic loss of life.

The “Out of the Darkness” Walks raise 
awareness for suicide prevention as they raise 
the resources needed. 

The American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention “Out of the Darkness” Walk Sept. 
29 will have  nearly 200,000 people walking 
in 350 cities across the country. The AFSP 
raises funds to drive the suicide prevention 
movement. 

The West Point community “Out of the 
Darkness” suicide prevention walk begins and 
ends at Daly Field across from Trophy Point. 
The event begins with guest speakers, music 
and displays. 

The event is an easy three-mile walk. 
At the conclusion of the walk, participants 
will have the opportunity to talk about their 
experiences and share memories of loved ones.

Participants are encouraged to establish 
their own teams in memory of loved ones, 
wear commemorative T-shirts, bring pictures 
and share their story. 

Team and individual registration, and 
voluntary donations can be made at http://
afsp.donordrive.com.

Online registration closes at noon Sept. 
28. However, anyone who would like to 
participate can register in person at the walk 
from check-in until the walk starts. 

Walk donations are accepted online until 
Dec. 31, no money will be collected the day 
of the walk on base.

For details, contact George Barnes, 
U.S. Army Garrison West Point’s Suicide 
Prevention manager, at 845-938-2912. 

The American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention will host 
the West Point community 
“Out of the Darkness” Walk at 
9 a.m. Sept. 29 at Daly Field to 
increase suicide awareness 
and prevention. This is the fifth 
year the event has taken place 
at West Point. Registration 
closes Sept. 28.   Courtesy Photo
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee 
Voters Week

West Point Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee Voters 
Week is from Sept. 29-Oct. 5. 

The Army holds Armed Forces Voting Week in July, but 
since West Point has a limited number of people on post during 
that time, there is a combined effort with Absentee Voters Week 
(Army voting is on board with this), from Sept. 29-Oct. 5. 

There will be voting information tables set up at the Post 
Exchange and Building 622 at different times during the week. 

There will be FPCA’s (Absentee Ballot requests) and state 
registration forms, and there will also be some giveaways (cups, 
pens, stress balls) for the eligible voters.  

The intent of Armed Forces Voting Week and Absentee Voters 
Week is to reach out to all eligible voters and to ensure that all 
have requested their absentee ballots and to provide state and 
local voting information to the eligible voter. 

The mid-term election is soon approaching. All 435 House 
of Representatives seats are up for election and 35 Senate seats 
are up for election Nov. 6.

It is very important that everyone votes.

Sunday organ recital events at the Cadet Chapel
The upcoming events at the Cadet Chapel through 2018:
• Sunday, 2:30 p.m.—Craig Williams;
• Sept. 30, 2:30 p.m.—Eun Ha Chung (former director of 

musical activities, Post Chapel, West Point);
• Oct. 7, 2:30 p.m.—Andrew Scanlon (Class of 1936 Recital. 

Professor of Organ, East Carolina University);
• Oct. 14, 2:30 p.m.—Reilly Xu (First Place, Harrisburg 

AGO competition);
• Oct. 21, 2:30 p.m.—Emily Lapisardi (Director of Musical 

Activities, Most Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Chapel, West 
Point);

• Oct. 28, 2:30 p.m.—Craig Williams, “Wachet auf;”
• Nov. 4, 2:30 p.m.—Boyd Herforth, All Saints observance;
• Nov. 11, 2:30 p.m.—Rhonda Sider Edgington, Class of 

1936 recital;
• Nov. 18, 2:30 p.m.—Matthew Cates;

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

“Out of the Darkness” community walk
Join the West Point Suicide Prevention Office for this 

year’s “Out of the Darkness” community suicide awareness 
walk at 9 a.m. Sept. 29 at Daly Field.  

The “Out of the Darkness” community walk is an 
awareness campaign to bring together family, friends, 
colleagues and supporters in our community. 

The walk is an attempt to create a vision of a world 
without suicide. 

Come walk with us and help make a difference.

Annual Pasta Dinner at Sacred Heart School
The Women of Sacred Heart will be sponsoring a pasta dinner 

at 6 p.m. Oct. 27 at the Sacred Heart School. There is a small fee 
for the pasta dinner.

To purchase tickets, call 845-446-2055. 

AWANA Program
Join the AWANA Program to learn more about God, 

memorize bible verses, game time and fun. 
The program is scheduled from 4:15-5:45 p.m. Sunday 

evenings for Kindergarten-12th grade at the Youth Center and 
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds at the Post Chapel Nursery. 

The program runs through May 5. For details, contact Jane 
Kimbrell at Jtkmamacita@gmail.com.

Lighthouse Christian Assembly Fellowship
Lighthouse Christian Assembly cordially invites the West 

Point community to join its family of fellowship and worship at 
9 a.m. Sunday mornings at 134 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  

The church has been serving the Fort Montgomery/Highland 
Falls and West Point communities for more than 30 years.  

It provides a family atmosphere for cadets, Soldiers, family 
members and the community. 

Every effort is made to support our beloved brothers and 
sisters in Christ with physical as well as spiritual needs.  

Additionally, the church is affiliated with the Walter Hoving 
Home, founded by John and Elsie Benton, in 1967. This Christ-
centered home provides a safe space for women in recovery from 
alcohol and substance abuse.  

If you are in need of transportation, contact Robby at 845- 
661-0339 by 8 a.m. the Sunday morning you will be attending.  

The van picks up at Grant Circle. We look forward to 
welcoming you into our family. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

Poker Nite and NFL Sundays at Fireside in Highland 
Falls 

Poker Nite at Fireside Restaurant includes multiple prizes 
available weekly and all-season long, including a trip to qualify 
for a Main Event in Las Vegas. It is free to play. There are 
tournaments at 7 and 9 p.m. every Wednesday. There are drink 
specials available. 

Also, all NFL games are available at Fireside during the 
season. Wings and drink specials available during the games. 

Fireside Restaurant is located on 3 Mountain Avenue in 
Highland Falls. 

For details, contact Kevin at 845-325-6724 or email 
k.schoff@live.com.

West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market through 
Oct. 28

The West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market is 
enjoying its 19th year of offering the best that the Hudson Valley 
has to offer. 

Every Sunday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. through Oct. 28, visit 
the farmers market and enjoy a variety of offerings from fresh 
produce to pickles, meat and eggs to artisan cheese and honey 
to fine baked goods, and other specialty items. 

Follow them on Facebook for weekly happenings at West 
Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market and Instagram @
WPTOHfarmersmarket.

Community

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Cynthia Laudato at 845-

569-3252 or email cynthia.laudato@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 

or email gfunaro@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson 
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

• Dec. 2, 3:30 p.m.—60th annual Handel’s Messiah with 
Cadet Choir, Combined Choirs and Orchestra.

More recitals will be posted when information is available.
Check them out on Facebook at West Point Cadet Chapel 

Organ Recitals.

41st annual Police Chase
The 41st annual “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is scheduled 

for Oct. 7 at Thomas Bull Memorial Park Picnic Pavilion in 
Montgomery, New York. 

There is a 40K bike race at 9 a.m., a children’s fun run at 11 
a.m., a 5K run at 11:15 a.m. and a 10K road race at noon. 

The “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is dedicated to the 
memories of Troopers James A. Kelly and T. Michael Kelly. 

To register or for more details, call 845-344-5347 or visit 
www.nypolicechase.com.
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FCC provider positions available now
Family Child Care is certifi ed in-home child care for children 

ages 4 weeks-12 years. FCC providers are authorized family 
members who operate as independent contractors in housing 
located on a military installation. 

FCC off ers fl exible hours, a home-like environment and 
lower adult/child ratios. FCC allows providers to make their own 
schedule off ering a full range of hourly, full-day and part-day 
care. Child and Youth Services is currently looking for new FCC 
providers. Family members who live in government quarters on 
West Point are welcome to apply. 

FCC providers receive training and guidance on child care 
skills and the opportunity to provide child care while staying at 
home with their own children. 

We also off er free advertising and referrals. For details, call 
845-938-8528.

Operation Body Rock 
Join MWR for Operation Body Rock at 10 a.m. every 

Wednesday at the MWR Fitness Center. 
This is a three-month small group personal training series with 

Shannon. A small fee will cover the initial baseline appointment, 
weekly workouts and templates, videos, meal plan and grocery 
list ideas, recipes and more. To register, call 845-938-6490.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

Oktoberfest
M W R  p r e s e n t s 

Oktoberfest  from 4-9 
p.m. Friday and 3-8 p.m. 
Saturday at the Victor 
Constant Ski Slope. 

E n j o y  a u t h e n t i c 
German food and beverage 
with fun and entertainment 
for all. Friday is adult night 
and Saturday is family day. 

For more details, call 
845-938-6497.

FOR THE FAMILIES
Trips with Leisure Travel Services

• The Feast of San Gennaro—Saturday. Leave West Point at 
10:30 a.m. Leave New York City at 5 p.m. New York’s largest 
and oldest street festival. There is something for everyone at 
this historic event.

There is a nominal transportation fee. 
For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

National Hunting and Fishing Day
Celebrate National Hunting and Fishing Day at West Point 

Saturday. No West Point permit needed. 
All anglers 16 years and older will only need a New York 

Fall Ball Junior Golf Clinic now open for registration
Have a little golfer or one who wants to learn in your family? 

Introduce them to the game of golf and learn from a PGA Golf 
professional at the Fall Junior Golf Clinic.  

Open to children ages 7-13.The clinics will be held from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. today and Sept. 27 at the West Point Golf Course 
driving range with the last session on the golf course. 

There is a nominal fee and no clubs are necessary. Space is 
limited. 

To sign up, contact the golf course pro shop at 845-938-2435.

Back to School Cruise for Home Schoolers
School Support Services invites all families that will be 

home schooling their children to cruise the Hudson River from 
10 a.m.- noon Sept. 28.  

Meet new families and/or reconnect after the summer months. 
Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins at 9:30 a.m. at 
South Dock. This event is free and there is no RSVP required. 
You are allowed to bring snacks or drinks for your family.  

For details or additional information, call 845-938-2092 or 
email Michi.Carl@usma.edu.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, 
learn and make new friends. 

Pre-registration is not required. There’s always something 
fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

State fi shing license to fi sh at Round Pond, Lake Frederick, Bull 
Pond and Wilkins Pond. The exception is at these lakes only. 

Be sure to visit the Round Pond Store for all your baiting 
needs. For more details, call 845-938-2503 or visit www.nhfday.
org.

ACS Family Advocacy classes
Earn a certifi cate after completing all four classes in the Army 

Community Service’s Family Advocacy series. The following 
classes are held at ACS, Building 622:

• Parenting Class—The fi rst four Thursdays of every month 
from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Couples Communication Class—The fi rst four Tuesdays 
of every month from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Stress Management Class—The fi rst four Mondays of every 
month from 1-2:30 p.m.; 

• Anger Management Class—The fi rst four Wednesdays of 
every month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

To register, contact Sara Boychak at 845-938-0629 or email 
sara.boychak@usma.edu; or call Catherine Little at 845-938-
0633. Or register online at www.westpointacs.as.me

Big Salute Baby Shower
Come celebrate the second annual Baby Shower for the West 

Point Military Community, sponsored by ACS Family Advocacy 
Program in partnership with the March of Dimes, from 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Friday at ACS, Building 622. 

Open to all active duty and spouses of active duty who are 
currently pregnant or have had a baby within the past year. Fathers 
are highly encouraged to participate. 

You may also bring your babies and any siblings under the age 
of 6.  Lots of fun, fabulous gifts and give-a-ways. We look forward 
to helping you celebrate your new addition(s) to your family. 

RSVP by Friday. For details and to RSVP, call 845-938-0633.

2018-19 Staff  and Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey League 
sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the 2018-19 Staff  and 
Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey League. 

All DOD and USMA personnel 18 years of age and older are 
eligible to participate. The league will start on Oct. 1 and continue 
through the end of April 2019, which is subject to change. 

The league will play three times per week. Monday and 
Thursday mornings at 6 a.m. and Tuesday at noon. Season passes 
must be purchased to participate in the program. 

For more information, call Jim McGuinness at 845-938-3066 
or e-mail at Jim.Mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Community Golf Scramble 
A Community Golf Scramble is scheduled for 1 p.m. Oct. 

11 at the West Point Golf Course. Check-in is from 11:30 a.m. 
-12:45 p.m.. 

Grab some friends or make new ones, and get to know the 
West Point community through a fun game of golf at the West 
Point Golf Course. To register, call 845-938-2435.

West Point Club’s Spirit Luncheons
Tickets on sale now for Army West Point Football Spirit 

Luncheons at the West Point Club’s Adminstration Offi  ce, from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. The luncheons are open to the 
public.

Doors open at 11 a.m. with the luncheon beginning at noon. 
The luncheons dates are: 
• Oct. 18—Miami; 
• Nov. 1—Air Force;
• Nov. 8—Lafayette; 
• Nov. 15—Colgate;
• Dec. 4—Navy. 
Buy early for reserved seats and save! Each luncheon is a Pep 

Rally for that week’s game held in the Club’s Grand Ballroom. 
There is a nominal fee for each luncheon. For details, call 

845-446-5504.

Hunter Education Course Oct. 27
The Hunter Education Course will be held from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Oct. 27 at the Round Pond recreation area’s Bonneville Cabin. 
Registration is ongoing and it is required. 

This class is required to purchase a New York State hunting 
license and West Point hunting permit. To register, email 
Instructor Rodney Krinke at eileen@frontiernet.net. 

Be sure to complete the New York State required homework 
prior to attending the class. 

The class is free and good for life. For more details, call 
845-938-2503.

Champagne Sunday Brunch
The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. every 

Sunday through Nov. 11 at the West Point Club. 
Each week the club’s executive chef and his team present a 

diff erent menu including action stations and desserts. 
There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or visit 

www.thewestpointclub.com.
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Friday—“The Meg,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Christopher Robin,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Slender Man,” PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
Sept. 28—“Mile 22,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 29—“Crazy Rich Asians,” PG-13, 7 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
EDIS to conduct free developmental 
screenings

Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Educational and Developmental Intervention 
Services  (EDIS)  wi l l  conduct  f ree 
developmental screenings—for children from 
birth to 5 years old—from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Wednesday.

The screenings, available for both military 
and civilians, will be conducted at the Stony 
Child Development Center, 1207 Patrick Trail, 
West Point, and are by appointment only.

To schedule an appointment, call 845-938-
2698 or 845-938-6868. 

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help. If you are a military or 
civilian family that resides and/or works at 
West Point and you have concerns relating 
to your child’s communication skills, motor 
skills, self-help skills, learning, vision, 
hearing, behavior and/or social interactions 
please join EDIS at the free developmental 
screening.

Benefi ciary/Retiree Flu Drive
Keller Army Community Hospital is 

scheduled to conduct a community-wide Flu 
Immunization Drive from 1-5 p.m. Oct. 26 
and Nov. 2 at the Primary Care Clinic, located 

on the fi rst fl oor of the Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic. 

This fl u immunization drive will be by 
appointment and appointments will include 
brief paperwork, the immunization and a 
fi ve-minute wait period to assure there are no 
adverse reactions.

This immunization drive is for all eligible 
active duty, dependents and retirees—with 
the goal to vaccinate our entire community, 
so we are encouraging all benefi ciaries aged 
6 months and above to come out.

Please help us vaccinate 100 percent of 
our population and win the battle against the 
Flu this year. 

Join us and bring your entire family.

KACH Family Readiness Group 
information

For current and incoming staff  at Keller 
Army Community Hospital, the following 
information is provided to assist you with 
family readiness:

• Family Readiness Group Leader—
Tammie Persaud-Cruz Total;

• Army Family Program POC—Sgt. 1st 
Class Matthew Van Auken.

Call 845-938-0115 for all Family 
Readiness issues.

• Melody in Motion with Ms. Desrae: 
Bring your kids to learn about the fall and 
transportation while singing songs, dancing 
with scarves, marching in a parade, waving 
ribbons, playing instruments and shaking a 
parachute from 3:30-4:45 p.m. Friday at B126 
Washington Road. 

This group will be geared toward school-
age children, but younger children are always 
welcome. To register, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com names and ages of children who 
will be attending.

• USFHP hosts Lunch and Learn: 
U.S. Family Health Plan (USFHP) will be 
hosting a Lunch and Learn for TRICARE 
eligible active-duty family member(s) or 
retired military Sept. 28 from 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. at B126 Washington Road. 

Darrel Hutchinson, health benefits 
consultant, will go over Prime options and 
benefi ts of USFHP. 

Lunch will be catered by Panera Bread.  
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by 
Wednesday.

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS

DPW Restores
The vacant lot adjacent to the Koscuiszko 

monument has been refreshed. Motivated by the lost 
potential of the site, DPW Land Maintenance zeroed 
in on the area for improvement several months ago.  

“With vision and empowerment from the DPW 
Director, DPW Grounds Division worked as a team 
and poured their hearts and knowledge into this 
project,” Phil Koury, West Point’s management 
agronomist, said. “Sustainable practices were 
utilized.” 

Kevin McGovern, DPW grounds supervisor, 
noted “all the granite was recovered from the woods 
near the ski hill, and the pavers were recovered from 
the Thayer Road wall repair project.”  

The project was also in response to the West Point 
community’s desire for outdoor gathering spaces.  

Matthew Talaber, DPW director, said, “The 
recent master planning eff ort yielded many comments 
about the lack of outdoor space for cadets and 
community members to gather. This low cost/high 
impact project is one of many that will help address 
community concerns.”

 The transformation is remarkable. 

By Destiney Sanchez, DPW Customer Relations

Before improvement

After improvement
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Men’s Soccer blanks Mount St. Mary’s in road win
By Matt Tedino
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Soccer team 
captured a 2-0 road victory over Mount St. 
Mary’s Sept. 15 at Waldron Family Stadium in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Despite being outshot in the match, 6-4, 
the Black Knights (3-2-1) were able to put 
two strikes past the Mountaineers’ (0-4-2) 
goalkeeper. 

The scores came off of shots by junior 
forward Keenan O’Shea and sophomore 
defenseman Eric Whiteman, helping the Cadets 
extend their unbeaten streak to four games.

“It’s important this time of year to learn how 
to suffer at the right moments and still be able 
to execute when it counts,” head coach Russell 
Payne said. “For stretches of the game Mount 
St. Mary’s was the better team, however we 
didn't let it rattle us and we found a way to make 
sure we came away with three points, which is 
important for the group’s mentality. We look 
forward to getting ready for Fairfield.”

Meanwhile, in between the pipes, junior 
goaltender Justin Stoll continued to stay focused 
and sent away three shots to preserve his second 
straight shutout win.

Army highlights and game notes 
• The match was the first meeting between 

Army and Mount St. Mary’s.
• O’Shea scored his fourth goal and handed 

out his third helper of the season.
• It was his 10th career score.
• He tallied a goal and an assist in the same 

game for the third time in his career.
• He is the first Cadet in the Payne era 

to tally at least one point in five consecutive 
matches.

• Whiteman netted his third goal of the week 
and of his career.

• The sophomore has now scored in back-
to-back games for the first time in his career.

• Junior defenseman Zane Rojas recorded 
his second assist of the season and the third of 
his career.

• Stoll posted back-to-back shutouts for the 
first time this season.

• He now has 14 career shutouts and is 
tied for fifth all-time with Dick Machovina and 
Frank Oprandy.

• Army recorded two consecutive shutouts 
for the first time since blanking Colgate (Sept. 
29) and Lafayette (Oct. 4) last year.

 
How it happened 

• In the eighth minute, the Mountaineers 
had possession of the ball deep on their side of 
the field and were unable to clear it. 

Rojas came up with the steal and dished 
it over to O’Shea, who took advantage of the 
Mount St. Mary’s miscue by rifling a ball to 

the top left of the net to give Army an early 1-0 
advantage.

• The Black Knights went ahead 2-0 in the 
64th minute once O’Shea sent a ball into the 
box off a corner and Whiteman tapped it into 
the back of the net for the score.

Junior forward Keenan O’Shea scored a goal to help the Army West Point Men’s 
Soccer team to a 2-0 victory over Mount St. Mary’s Sept. 15 in Emmitsburg, 
Md.               Photo by Army Athletic Communications
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Women’s Soccer opens league play with win at Lehigh

Saturday

1 p.m.—men’S rugby vS. Iona, anderSon 
rugby Complex.

4 p.m.—Women’S SoCCer vS. Colgate, 
malek StadIum at ClInton FIeld.

4 p.m.—volleyball vS. Colgate, gIllIS 
FIeld HouSe.

7 p.m.—men’S SoCCer vS. leHIgH, malek 
StadIum at ClInton FIeld.

Sunday

4 p.m.—volleyball vS. Holy CroSS, gIllIS 
FIeld HouSe.

WedneSday

7 p.m.—Women’S SoCCer vS. laFayette, 
malek StadIum at ClInton FIeld.

**vIeW tHe upComIng army WeSt poInt 
blaCk knIgHtS SCHedule at WWW.
g oa r m y W e S t p o I n t . C o m/Ca l e n da r .
aSpx?vtype=lISt.

Sports 
calendar
Corps Squad

Senior co-captain defenseman Sydney Witham scored Army West Point Women’s Soccer team’s only goal 
as the Black Knights opened Patriot League play with a 1-0 victory over Lehigh in Bethlehem, Pa.       
                            Photos by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

Senior co-captain defenseman Sydney Witham scored the 
Army West Point Women’s Soccer team’s first goal in five games 
as the Black Knights opened Patriot League play with a 1-0 victory  
Sept. 15 in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

The Black Knights matched their win total from each of the 
past three seasons as they improved to 4-1-4 and start 1-0-0 in 
league play for the first time since 2014.

Sophomores midfielder Reilly McGinnis and forward Erynn 
Johns paced the Army offense with two shots apiece, while second-
year goalkeeper Sydney Cassalia made seven saves in her sixth 
shutout of the season. 

The Omaha, Nebraska, native stopped all seven shots she faced 
to improve her scoreless streak to 447:37.

How it happened
First Half 
• The home side controlled play through the first 45 minutes, 

owning an 8-3 edge in shots.
• Lehigh tested Cassalia early as she was forced to make a 

pair of saves near the 25th minute.
Second Half 
• In the 50th minute, the Mountain Hawks fouled McGinnis 

just outside of the box to set up a free kick for the Black Knights. 
Witham stood over the ball before ripping a shot from 20-yards 

out into the top left corner for the game's only goal.
 
Army highlights and games notes 
• This is the longest scoreless and shutout streak by an Army 

goalkeeper since 2011 when Monica Lee did not allow a goal in 
468:18 over a six-game stretch.

• The Omaha, Nebraska, native recorded her sixth shutout of 
the season, tying her mark from last season.

• She now has 12 clean sheets in her career, two shy of tying 
Annah Castellini for fifth all-time.

• Witham’s first-career goal snapped a 485:58 scoreless 
drought by the Black Knights.

• It was the eighth goal of the season for Army, tying last year’s 
season scoring total.
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Home streak reaches nine after thriller against Hawaii

J u n i o r 
quarterback 
K e l v i n 
Hopkins Jr. 
led all Army 
ball carriers 
w i t h  1 1 0 
yards and a 
pair of scores 
on 20 carries 
during Army 
West Point’s 
28-21 victory 
over Hawaii 
S e p t .  1 5 
a t  M i c h i e 
Stadium. The 
C h a r l o t t e , 
N.C., native 
also added 
162 yards in 
the air on six 
completions.  
P h o t o  b y 
Class of 2022 
Cadet Brenden 
Stanton

By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

In a thrilling game that came down to the 
wire, it was the Army West Point Football team 
delivering a huge fourth-quarter stop to take 
down undefeated Hawaii, 28-21, Sept. 15 at 
Michie Stadium.

The Black Knights ended the Rainbow 
Warriors’ unbeaten streak, which stood at three-
straight games heading into Saturday’s contest. 
With the win, Army shifts to 2-1 on the year.

Junior quarterback Kelvin Hopkins Jr. led 
all Army ball carriers with 110 yards and a pair 
of scores on 20 carries. The Charlotte, North 
Carolina, native also added 162 yards in the air 
on six completions. 

He was backed by the 70-yard rushing game 
of senior running back Darnell Woolfolk and a 
62-yard rushing performance by junior running 
back Connor Slomka. Both rushers found 
their way into the end zone once opposite the 
Rainbow Warriors.

Defensively, Kenneth Brinson led the charge 
with a team-best six tackles and two sacks for a 
loss of eight yards. 

James Nachtigal also helped the Black 
Knights’ defensive corps with five tackles and 
one sack for a loss of nine yards. 

Highlights and game notes
• The Black Knights are now undefeated 

at home in their last nine contests, which is the 
longest span since winning 14 straight from 
1984-86.

• Hopkins was the first Army quarterback 
to throw and run for 100 yards in a single game 
since Chris Carter did so on Nov. 21, 2015 
against Rutgers.

• Hopkins is also the first quarterback since 
Zac Dahman in 2005 to throw for 500 or more 
yards in the first three games of the season.

• Darnell Woolfolk scored his 26th career 
touchdown and tied Doc Blanchard and Larry 
Dixon for eighth in all-time career scores.

• The Black Knights went for over 100 yards 
passing for the second time this season.

• Army compiled more than 40 minutes of 
possession for the second-straight week.

• Brinson recorded a total of two sacks in 
the game, which shifts him into sole possession 
of seventh place all-time with 10.5 sacks. 

• The Cadets held Hawaii’s high-powered 
offense, which came into the game averaging 
48.3 points, to just 21 on Saturday. 

• Army is now 20-2 when leading after three 
quarters under Coach Monken.

• It is also Army’s first win in the series 
and they are 1-1 against Hawaii at West Point. 

How it happened
• The Rainbow Warriors wasted little time 

utilizing their run-n-shoot offense as they took 
the opening drive down the field and into the 
end zone in just five plays for the early 7-0 edge. 
Hawaii completed three passes during that time, 
including a 50-yard pickup by Cedric Byrd. 

• After a big fourth down sack by Brinson, 
the Black Knights knotted things up using a 
five-play drive of their own to pull even at 7-7. 
A highlight of that march was a Hopkins-Calen 
Holt connection for 63 yards that put the Cadets 
in the red zone at the 1-yard line. 

• The Army defense forced a 3-and-out, 
giving the ball back to the Black Knights’ 
offense with 5:15 remaining in the first quarter. 
Starting from their own 36, the Cadets marched 
64 yards down the field on 14 rushes and scored 
on a Hopkins 1-yard rush to give the home side 
the lead at 14-7. 

• Hawaii countered quickly and leaned 
heavily on the hot hand of its quarterback, Cole 
McDonald. He connected on all six of his pass 
attempts for 53 yards before John Ursua took 
the direct snap and found his way into the end 
zone on a 1-yard rush.

• The Black Knights responded with a 
quick score of their own and needed just 5:32 
to regain their one-touchdown advantage. The 

drive started on Army’s 25 and was capped by a 
48-yard touchdown catch and score by Connor 
Slomka. 

• After a scoreless third quarter, the Black 
Knights had possession to begin the fourth 
period and Hopkins led the charge down the 
field. 

The junior quarterback accounted for 61 of 
the team's 73 yards on a touchdown drive that 
ended with a 3-yard rushing score by Woolfolk.

• With 8:55 remaining in the game and 
trailing by two touchdowns, Hawaii needed just 
one play to trim the deficit to seven following 
a 80-yard passing touchdown from McDonald 
to Ursua.

• With the ball back with the Black Knights 
and 8:42 left to play, Army began to drive down 
the field. An 11-yard drive that was highlighted 
by a 29-yard pass from Hopkins to Coates 
milked 5:42 off the clock, but resulted in a 
turnover on downs after the Cadets could not 
convert on a 4th-and-1 on the Hawaii 28. 

• The Rainbow Warriors took over 
possession and McDonald caught fire. He 
completed four passes for 39 yards and added a 
28-yard scamper to put his team at the Army 11. 

However, the Black Knights’ defense held 
strong and forced three incompletions to seal 
the home victory.


