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The U.S. Military Academy Class of 2019 receives its class rings 
during the Ring Ceremony Aug. 24 at Trophy Point. The tradition 
of class rings at West Point dates back to 1835. See pages 10-11 
for the Ring Weekend story and photos.
               Photos by Brandon O'Connor/PV
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America’s getting ready, are you?
By Thomas Slater 
Ready West Point coordinator
Di rec tora te  o f  P lans ,  Tra in ing , 
Mobilization and Security

September is National Preparedness 
Month, an annual nationwide effort to 
encourage Americans to plan and prepare 
for emergencies. 

T h e  H u d s o n  Va l l e y  R e g i o n  h a s 
experienced a tornado, hurricane, earthquake, 
flooding and severe winter storms in recent 
years with the potential for more-frequent, 
and potentially more-dangerous, natural and 
manmade incidents. 

These actual and imaginable threats to our 
well-being are all powerful reminders that 
each of us has a responsibility to be prepared 
for the inevitable. 

If you are not ready, you can commit to 
do so during September; if you are ready, you 
can encourage and assist others’ preparations. 

Below are the weekly themes throughout 

the month of September:
2018 weekly themes
• Week 1: Sept 1-8—Make and Practice 

Your Plan;
• Week 2: Sept 9-15*—Learn Life Saving 

Skills;
• Week 3: Sept 16-22—Check Your 

Insurance Coverage;
• Week 4: Sept 23-29—Save For an 

Emergency.
* Sept. 15 is a National Day of Action.
One of NPM’s primary aims is self-

reliance, which is being self-sufficient for 
three days without electricity, water service, 
access to groceries or routine medical 
services, or maybe even without response 
from police, fire or rescue. 

Preparing can start with four important 
steps:

1. Stay Informed .  Get information 
on what to do before, during and after 
emergencies at www.Ready.gov and www.
acsim.army.mil/readyarmy. Stay aware of 

changing weather conditions by monitoring 
local media reports. Get a battery-powered 
and/or hand-crank radio with a weather band 
so you can hear emergency information when 
the power is out, and register through DPTMS 
(POC: Matt Cassidy at 938-3650) for West 
Point’s Desktop Alert for web- and phone-
based alerts and updates. 

2. Make a Plan. Discuss, develop and 
practice an emergency plan with those in 
your care. For sample plans, visit www.
Ready.gov.

3. Build a Kit. Keep enough emergency 
supplies on-hand for you and those in your 
care. Start with non-perishable food and 
water (at least one gallon per person per day), 
and then add first-aid supplies, prescriptions, 
flashlights and batteries, and sanitation 
and hygiene items. Remember supplies for 
children, special-needs family members and 
your pets. 

4. Get Involved. Before a crisis happens, 
the whole community can get involved in 

programs and activities to make families, 
homes and offices safer from risks and 
threats. When was the last time you rehearsed 
a home or office evacuation plan?  

In a large-scale emergency, police, fire 
and rescue personnel may not be able to reach 
you quickly; downed trees and power lines, 
and higher-priority calls may delay their 
arrival. In the event of such an emergency, 
will you be a responder—able to care for 
yourself and others—or will you be a victim, 
dependent upon others for your care?  

Readiness is a shared responsibility 
and an Army tradition; it takes the whole 
community to respond effectively and recover 
quickly from a crisis. This year’s National 
Preparedness Month focuses on turning 
awareness into action by encouraging you 
to take the time and exert the effort to make 
emergency preparedness a condition rather 
than just a slogan. 

Be disaster aware; take action to prepare. 
Be Army Strong! Ready West Point.

Labor Day force 
protection message
By Luke Pagan
Antiterrorism Specialist

The fol lowing parking and force 
protection measures will be in effect in 
support of the Labor Day Concert activities 
on West Point:

• The West Point Band will host a 
concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at Trophy 
Point (Pre-staging of blankets and towels 
are not permitted).  

• In the event of inclement weather, the 
concert will take place at the same time on 
Sunday.

The Labor Day weekend is one of the 
busiest travel periods of the year.  Practicing 
the following safety tips will help ensure 
you and your family enjoys a safe and 
memorable Labor Day Holiday:

• When in a large crowd, be aware of 
pickpockets. Women should hold purses 
close to the body or put them on one 
shoulder across their bodies.  

• Men should place their wallets in a 
front pocket.  

• Leave additional credit cards and cash 
at home and carry only what is needed.  

• If traveling with a group, have a plan 
for how you will get in touch with one-
another if you are separated.  

Choose a memorable place to meet up 
if you become separated and cannot reach 
each other by phone.

All West Point personnel are reminded 
that the effectiveness of our force protection 
program depends in large part on the 
personal involvement of all community 
members.  

Remain vigilant, maintain situational 
awareness and immediately report any 
suspicious activity to the Provost Marshal’s 
Office at 845-938-3333.  

For more details, contact the West Point 
Force Protection Office at 938-8859.

Always  Remember :  I f  you  See 
something, Hear something, Say something.

Free Disaster Preparedness Kit—
Don’t procrastinate, participate
By Christopher Hennen
West Point Emergency Manager

What if tomorrow happened today? Are 
you prepared for a blizzard, a hurricane, a 
flood or an active shooter? The threats we face 
have increased in scope, scale and frequency 
across New York State, our Nation and the 
world. 

The likelihood that you and those you 
care for will be involved in a potentially life-
threatening incident is 100 percent, but you 
can control the likelihood that the incident 
will cause you and others great harm. The 
choice is yours. 

September is National Preparedness 
Month with the 2018 theme, “Disasters 
Happen— Prepare Now; Learn How.” A ready 
and resilient community is embedded within 
Army culture, and forms our best defense 
against a range of threats that might affect 
West Point. Preparedness is a team effort and 
a key to mission readiness.    

Preceding the garrison commander’s 

address to the workforce at 11:30 p.m. Sept. 
27, he has invited officials from the New York 
State Citizen Preparedness Corps to present 
a highly informative emergency preparedness 
seminar from 9:30-11 a.m. in the Eisenhower 
Hall Theatre. 

Those who register for and attend this 
event (https://prepare.ny.gov/training-
events) will receive a free CPC Response 
Starter Kit, and qualify for a free multi-
function emergency radio. To encourage 
attendance at this important event, the garrison 
commander has authorized administrative 
leave of two hours to all USAG employees 
that attend this seminar. Every citizen in this 
country has an important role to play in the 
national emergency management system. 
“Hope is not a method” and doesn’t keep 
you safe in the storms of life—preparedness 
does. We look forward to seeing you at this 
presentation. Contact Christopher Hennen at 
845-938-7092 or email christopher.hennen@
usma.edu; or Robert Brown at 845-938-0367 
or email robert.brown@usma.edu for details. 
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Bindon selected for top cadet leadership position 
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

U.S. Military Academy Class of 2019 
Cadet David Bindon, Company H-1 from 
Canton, Michigan, was selected First Captain, 
or Brigade Commander, Aug. 8 for the 2018-19 
academic year. 

Bindon, a mechanical engineering major, 
is responsible for roughly 4,400 members of 
the U.S. Corps of Cadets. Bindon recently 
completed commanding 1,408 cadets as 
commander of Cadet Field Training II. Bindon 
assumed the position of First Captain Aug. 13.

“I was never a person growing up with the 
thought that I would go to West Point,” Bindon 
said. “It wasn’t until my junior year in high 
school when I started looking into colleges 
that I thought about it; it was on my radar. 
My dad graduated West Point in 1989, but he 
didn’t talk about it much. He was really good 
about not pushing me to join the military. He 
did tell me that it is a challenging opportunity 
and throughout my life growing up, my dad 
did instill the meaning of challenge to me.”

When Bindon was 6 years old, his dad 
was diagnosed with stage four Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma and he watched his dad go through 
that challenge with grit, perseverance and 
eventually overcome that disease.

“He also had a career transition from 
working at Ford for 20 years and then became 
a high school physics teacher, and he overcame 
that challenge,” Bindon said. “He was my 
high school physics teacher. Dad is optimistic 
through challenges and that is why West Point 

was attractive to me. I knew it would be a 
challenge.”

Today, Bindon said he is open to making 
the military a career, but currently is applying 
for a few scholarships in the hopes to further 
his education. 

He also wants to go into aviation and 
aviation school, so he wants to take advantage 
of all the opportunities that are available to 
him. 

One of the scholarships he is eyeing is the 
Rhodes Scholarship.

“With the Rhodes Scholarship, there is 
a degree that I want to pursue, Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics, and I already will have 
an undergraduate degree so it will be easy to get 
a Masters,” Bindon said. “My focus there is the 
fact that times are changing as is our approach 
to war. We will need critical leaders, critical 
thinkers and military leadership for the future.”

Although Bindon is First Captain with all 
the responsibility that entails, he still needs 
to maintain his grades and work toward 
graduation as do all cadets. 

“I have heard from Simone (Askew, last 
year’s First Captain) that it’s one of the hardest 
things to do, either you don’t get much sleep 
or you fall by the wayside,” Bindon said. “My 
main focus is to maintain decent academics 
and focus on developing the Corps and making 
sure we are all set up. My vision is that the 
Corps understands that we are all a team and 
working together. 

“We all have the same goal; that of 
commissioning leaders of character,” he added. 
“I want to set conditions where the Corps is 

proud of being a team, proud to work alongside 
one another and will fight for one another and 
take care of one another.”

Bindon said his approach as First Captain 
is leading through his regimental commanders, 
to empower them to make good decisions for 
the vision for the Corps.

“I still have those touch points to the Corps 
by walking through the barracks and talking to 
them, to show some faith and let them know 
that I care about them and let them know that 
they can come to me if they have problems 
with their team leaders,” Bindon said. “I like to 
say that with a little guidance and a little trust, 
cadets will do awesome things, people will do 
awesome things, so I try to provide as much 
empowerment and trust in my team leaders as 
they need to run their units; to run it as they see 
fit (within the confines of their responsibilities). 
I just want to give them the opportunity to lead 
as well and to show personal care.”

However, before becoming First Captain, 
he did cut his leadership teeth during CFT.
Bindon described how involved and hectic 
the selection process was for cadet leadership 
positions during the summer.

“The first step is to put your name in the 
hat through your tactical officer,” Bindon said. 
“The way it worked for me, my tactical officer, 
Capt. Gerald Gorss, 3rd Regimental executive 
officer, approached me, and at the time I had a 
slot for Sapper School so I had to think about 
it. But I always looked up to Capt. Gorss, and 
with his encouragement and mentorship, he 
made me feel confident, so I put my name 
into the ring. There’s also a regimental board 

you have to go through and it’s combined with 
previous evaluations. 

“From there, they will put you in a group 
and then you will go into a brigade board,” 
he added. “They brought us all in a room and 
we watched everyone do their boards at the 
same time, but it wasn’t like a super stern 
conversation—it was good.”

From the brigade board, a decision is made 
for the selection for a summer leadership 
position. Bindon was selected for CFT II 
commander.

“I got to know who was on my team and 
we did some team building before we went into 
CFT,” Bindon explained. “I was just happy that 
I had a real good team behind me; it was my 
first time doing this.”

Bindon described his goal for CFT by 
remembering what Col. William Ostlund, 
director of the Department of Military 
Instruction said, that the goal of CFT is to 
build “near perfect team leaders.”

“The goal was to transition our rising 
yearlings, or fourth-class cadets, into third-
class cadets,” Bindon explained. “What we 
(as CFT leaders) wanted to instill in them was 
that they don’t have to be buddy, buddy with 
plebes, but they could have a good professional 
relationship. 

“It is tough, the transition from being a 
fourth-class cadet to a team leader is quick,” 
he concluded, “They generally have one or two 
plebes they look after for their introduction 
to leadership. I had two plebes in my first 
semester and I worried that I would be running 
around all the time, but it wasn’t that bad.”

Class of 2019 Cadet David Bindon was selected as Brigade Commander, or 
First Captain, Aug. 8. Bindon hails from Canton, Mich., and is a mechanical 
engineering major and recently led 1,408 rising yearlings as commander of 
Cadet Field Training II. He is now responsible for roughly 4,400 members of 
the U.S. Military Academy Corps of Cadets.

First Captain of the U.S. Military Academy Corps of Cadets, Class of 2019 David 
Bindon, makes his way to Jefferson Hall before classes, Aug. 23.
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Club Night offers cadets many interests to choose from
Story and photos by Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

Bands were jamming, bodies were flying 
and cadets were literally climbing the walls 
as representatives from the U.S. Military 
Academy’s 139 cadet clubs tried to convince 
underclassmen to join their groups during Club 
Night Aug. 21. 

The annual event brings together each of the 
clubs at West Point in one location so interested 
cadets can browse what’s available and sign-up 
for those that pique their interests. The 139 clubs 
were spread out across two floors at Eisenhower 
Hall as representatives pled their cases to their 
fellow cadets. 

Some clubs, such as the Judo and Chess 
clubs, turned to full scale demonstrations to lure 
new members, while many simply set up tables 
and talked to interested cadets about what they 
had to offer. 

“I want something that I am really interested 
in and that is going to help me as a leader, help 
me grow in my faith and just become a better 
person overall,” Class of 2022 Cadet Margot 
Kvasnak said of what she was looking for in 
a club. 

After spending time meeting the groups, 
Kvasnak said the two she was the most 
interested in were the Baptist College Ministry 
and the Aviation Club, because they would 
enable her to meet her goal of making, “Lifelong 
memories and experiences.”

Whether they were looking for a club to help 
them enhance their skills as a Soldier, learn a 
new sport like fencing, somewhere to grow in 
their faith or pursuing an interest like theater, 
there was a club available for everyone. 

“I kind of want to join the drumline or 
anything musical because I really like music,” 

Class of 2022 Cadet Felita Zhang said. “I think 
joining any type of musical group will give me 
time to relax. There is so much academics in 
a day, taking out an hour or two to play music 
will be helpful.”

Joining a club not only gives the cadets a 
chance to learn something new or pursue an 
interest, it can also help them strike a balance 
between schoolwork and fun while building 
new friendships throughout the Corps of Cadets. 

“I  am looking for  accountabi l i ty, 
physical fitness for one, improving skills and 
camaraderie,” Class of 2022 Cadet David 
Bucklin said. “I think it will help me focus 
between academics and physical fitness. If there 
is not a club to balance something out, you can 
get stuck in a rut of doing academics. If you have 
a club, you can shift gears a little bit and focus 
back on academics at another time.”

Bucklin said he was most interested in 
joining the Officer Christian Fellowship and 
Combat Weapons Training clubs, both of which 
will allow him the balance he is looking to find.  

As he walked through the tables, Class of 
2022 Cadet Shane Hickman said he was looking 
for a club that would enable him to get back 
into a favorite activity — rocking climbing — 
and also a group to prepare him for life after 
graduation.

“I was looking at the climbing team because 
I enjoyed it at home. I did some climbing 
recreationally so I am looking to try and get 
back into it,” Hickman said. 

He added that he was also looking at the 
Aviation Club to get his pilot’s license because 
he wants to branch aviation after graduation. 

“It helps you focus on other stuff besides 
academics and it provides a way for you to have 
fun. There are a lot of opportunities you don’t 
get other places,” Hickman said.

Class of 2020 Cadet Edmond Coleman, from Loudonville, Ohio, talks to 
interested cadets about the Climbing Club while Class of 2019 Cadet Da Yan Zi, 
from Celebration, Fla., does a demonstration during Club Night at Eisenhower 
Hall, Aug. 21. There are 139 clubs available for cadets to join.

Class of 2020 Cadet Jake Gerak, from San Antonio, talks to Class of 2022 Cadet 
Nana Danquah, from Worcester, Mass., about the Paintball Club during Club 
Night at Eisenhower Hall, Aug. 21. 

Members of the West Point Ski Patrol work to recruit new members during Club 
Night at Eisenhower Hall, Aug. 21. There are 139 clubs available for cadets to 
join.
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2018-19 cadet club activities

Triathlon: The Army West Point Triathlon team kicked off the 2018-19 triathlon 
season with outstanding performances at the Cranberry Triathlon Festival sprint triathlon 
in Lakeview, Massachusetts, Aug. 25. Cool weather and clear waters allowed the team’s 
returning Cows and Yearlings to take the majority of podium positions in the Northeast 

Collegiate Triathlon Conference division. 
For the men, Class of 2020 Cadet Wolfgang Drake took first-place honors with Class 

of 2020 Cadet Thatcher Shepard finishing in second. For the women, Class of 2020 Cadet 
Hannah White clinched a second-place podium with Class of 2020 Cadet Payton Boylston 
right behind in third. 

Sailing: Seven cadets on the Off-Shore section of the USMA Sailing team sailed the 
“Invincible” down the Hudson River, around Manhattan, up the East River and into the Long 
Island Sound Aug. 25-26. 

During their 36-hour sail, they trained Man Overboard Drills, raising and dousing a 
spinnaker, rounding the mark, tacking and jibing in open-ocean conditions. 

All this was in preparation for the 238-mile Stamford to Vineyards Race they will compete 
in this weekend. 

In that race, they will compete against five other collegiate-level teams and 90 other 
teams from across the world in an open-ocean race that will last 40-to-48 hours. 
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Buffalo Soldiers legacy linked forever with U.S. Military Academy
By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

They made their name in the west helping America secure 
a new frontier, but the legacy of the Buffalo Soldiers continued 
through Korea and is forever linked to the history of the U.S. 
Military Academy.

For 40 years, from 1907 to 1947, the Buffalo Soldiers were 
tasked with training the cadets at West Point in equestrian skills. 
Their 40-year history at West Point and the Buffalo Soldiers’ role 
in the World Wars and Korea will be honored Sunday during the 
57th annual Buffalo Soldier wreath-laying ceremony at Buffalo 
Soldier Field at West Point.

“My grandfather and the Buffalo Soldiers who retired, 
in 1962 when they left, were determined that the legacy of 
the World War I, World War II and Korean War veterans be 
told,” Aundrea Matthews, president of the Buffalo Soldiers 
Association, said. “Everything that was being discussed about 
the Buffalo Soldiers was about the Civil War. No one was 
making the connection that this all-black regiment still existed. 
Tuskegee got a lot of the attention, so my grandfather and a lot 
of his comrades wondered why nobody was talking about the 
Buffalo Soldiers.”

Matthews’ grandfather, Staff Sgt. Sanders Matthews Sr., 
joined the Buffalo Soldiers at West Point in 1939 and continued 
serving at West Point through 1962.

He died in 2016 and was the last known living Buffalo 
Soldier to have served at West Point. 

When he first came to West Point, the Army was still 
segregated causing him and his fellow black Soldiers to endure 
abuse despite the respect they had earned as the best horsemen 
in the Army, Staff Sgt. Matthews’ widow Cora Matthews said.

“You are talking about coming up in a very difficult time 
to be here. Just the abuse they took being a Soldier here and 
being able to endure that, stay here and continuously train the 
cadets,” Aundrea Matthews said. “To be a Buffalo Soldier at 
West Point in the ‘40s speaks of their selfless sacrifice, their 
personal courage, their fortitude and their ability to overcome 
adversity and wanting to fight for a country where they didn’t 

even have civil rights.”
Despite the hardships he and his fellow Soldiers endured 

during their time at West Point, Cora Matthews said her husband 
loved West Point and said if they tried to make him move 
somewhere else he would retire.

“Everything. That was his life,” Cora Matthews said of what 
being a Buffalo Soldier meant to her husband. “He just loved it. 
He was an Army man. He loved every bit of it. Everybody else 
would complain and he would smile about it.”

The 9th and 10th Cavalry Units of the Buffalo Soldiers were 
stationed at West Point starting with 100 Soldiers on March 23, 
1907. Their time at West Point has been memorialized through 
the naming of Buffalo Soldier Field and the placing of a memorial 
stone at the intersection Thayer and Mills roads. 

The Buffalo Soldier Association is also working to raise funds 
to construct a monument honoring the Soldiers’ contributions to 

West Point, with the goal to construct it in the next two years, 
Aundrea Matthews said.

“They took pride in being able to serve at West Point,” 
Aundrea Matthews said. “They loved what West Point stood 
for. To be a black Soldier at West Point at that point was a 
victory despite all the hardships that were going on. To be a 
black Soldier and be at West Point was redemption. They knew 
West Point would always be around, so therefore to tell the story 
of West Point, you would have to tell the story of the Buffalo 
Soldiers. That way, all the sacrifices they made would not be 
in vain, because you can’t tell the story without talking about 
Buffalo Soldiers.”

Sunday’s ceremony will start at noon and include the wreath 
laying as well as a ceremonial firing party and the playing of 
Taps.

For 40 years, from 1907 to 
1947, the Buffalo Soldiers 
were tasked with training 
the cadets at West Point 
in equestrian skills. Their 
40-year history at West 
Point and the Buffalo 
Soldiers’ role in the World 
Wars and Korea will be 
honored Sunday during 
the 57th annual Buffalo 
Soldier wreath-laying 
ceremony at Buffalo 
Soldier Field at West 
Point. (Left) Saluting the 
wreath after it was laid 
in front of the Buffalo 
Soldiers memorial at last 
year’s ceremony.   
Photo by Mary Jane Pitt/
News of the Highlands
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(Left to right below) Hal Chaffee, Col. Jason 
Musteen, an associate professor in the 
Department of History, and Susan Lintelmann, 
manuscripts curator at the Jefferson Library, 
look through a scrapbook Chaffee donated to 
the U.S. Military Academy collection Aug. 24. 
The book chronicles Maj. Gen. John Biddle’s 
time in World War I. It covers 1917-19 and was 
compiled by Biddle’s niece Margaretta Biddle. 
Chaffee is related to Biddle, who was a USMA 
Class of 1881 graduate and superintendent in 
1916-17.                 Photos by Brandon O’Connor/PV

Archives addition
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From the Foxhole...

Air Defense capabilities integration modernized CST

By Capt. Jannelle Allong-Diakabana 
Department of Military Instruction

Air Defense weapon capabilities were re-introduced to Cadet 
Summer Training this year after a 15-year hiatus. 

The Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army Gen. Mark A. Milley 
expressed earlier this year the importance of prioritizing U.S. 
military defense capabilities, with Air Defense capabilities 
playing a significant role in supporting maneuver forces. Since 
Academic Year 2017-18, the Department of Military Instruction 
identified the need to integrate AD capabilities into military 
science course curriculum and summer training. 

Only recently included into the military science curriculum, 
Lt. Col. Joseph Scott, battalion commander, 3rd Battalion, 6th 
Air Defense Artillery Brigade–Air Defense Basic Officer Leader 
Course, recommends that cadets continue to be introduced to the 
mission statements and capabilities of the various AD systems. 

“The primary message of all this training is to get all cadets, 
regardless of their eventual branch, to have a basic appreciation 
for ADA principles, fundamentals and capabilities when they 
graduate,” Scott said.

Until the recent employment of UAVs to conduct attacks 
throughout Europe and the Middle East on ground forces, the 
U.S. military had very little reason to be concerned with aerial 
threats. 

“One of the objectives of incorporating Stinger training into 
CST was to reinforce the concept of a three-dimensional battle 
space,” Scott said. 

Capt. Leonel Correa, the AD branch representative for cadets, 
said “With over 16 years of conflict, our adversaries have had 
the luxury of reading our doctrine, studying how we employ and 
modify it. This has resulted in our adversaries becoming near-
peer adversaries. Some have adopted inexpensive methods of 
putting unmanned aerial systems in the air.”

Col. William B. Ostlund, director of Military Instruction, 
stated, “with near-peer threats, and aggressive not-so-near peers, 
we have to evolve faster than our adversaries and potential 
adversaries. We evolve by having many many education and 
training repetitions that can be dissected. Training and Doctrine 
Command has provided the Army with the Decisive Action 
Threat Environment, which includes criminal elements and 
insurgencies through near-peer threats. We must be able to 
operate and win in this varied and complex environment; to that 

end, we will incorporate DATE 
into our Military Science and 
Defense and Strategic Studies 
classrooms and immerse cadets 
in the environment during 
Cadet Summer Training.  We’ll 
continue to evolve.”   

During Cadet Field Training 
II, third-class cadets executed 
a defense lane as part of their 
Field Training Exercise. During 
day three of their five-day FTX, 
cadets were introduced to the 
Man-Portable Air Defense 
Weapon System, commonly 
known as the Stinger.

Wi th  the  suppor t  and 
resourcing of the Air Defense 
Artillery Commandant’s Office, 
United States Army Air Defense 
School and Office, Chief of Air 

U.S. Military Academy cadets practice using the Stinger with an Air Defense Artillery unit from Fort Sill, 
Okla., during Cadet Field Training, July 20.        Photo by Michelle Eberhart/PV

Defense Artillery, and Bravo Battery, 2nd Battalion, 6th Air 
Defense Artillery Regiment, CST took on a modern approach 
to train and assess cadets on their ability to consider and employ 
AD capabilities to defend key terrain and assets.

More than 1,000 cadets received a block of instruction on 
the capabilities and how to operate MANPADS before entering 
their patrolling phase of CFT II. The knowledge they learned in 
the classroom environment was then used as they planned the 
defense of a hill top. 

Although cadets are familiarized with AD capabilities via 
Branch Week and course work in their military science classes, 
the actual employment of these capabilities has been an extremely 
rare occurrence. Class of 2021 Cadet Chelsea Grogan, Company 
H-4, stated, “I did not know much about the Stinger before the 
lane during CFT and I thought the class was very thorough and 
interesting.” After exposure to the Stinger system and use during 
the defense lane of CFT II, Grogan has a new found interest in 
the AD branch. She believes that this exposure may be “appealing 
to cadets that want to work in smaller sections to begin with but 
they also have the opportunity with AD to work in large units.”

Not only did the cadets benefit tremendously from this 
exposure, but the Soldiers, NCOs and officers of Bravo Battery 
were afforded the opportunity to train on organic weapon 
systems, conduct analysis on how to best integrate their weapons 
into defensive operations, assess their ability to execute and 
refine their processes. 

 “Once these cadets graduate and become commissioned 
officers, they will have to ensure they understand the evolving 
enemy as well as capabilities the U.S Army has to counter them 
specifically when it comes to Air Defense,” Correa said.

Scott and the Department of Military Instruction look 
forward to resourcing and providing Air Defense training and 
education to the Corps of Cadets as an essential piece to future 
CST. Cadets will take their fundamental understanding of ADA 
with them, enhancing the overall lethality of their assigned unit, 
better preparing operational units for the three-dimensional fight.
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Class of 2019: Ringing in their Firstie yearsClass of 2019: Ringing in their Firstie years

Members of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2019 receive their class rings during the Ring Ceremony at Trophy Point, Aug. 24.  P���� �� B��	
�	 O’C�		��/PV

B y Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

Holding the small black box in his hand, it 
hit Class of 2019 Cadet Ethan Press just what 
he had been through in his fi rst three years at 
the U.S. Military Academy.

Hidden in that box was the class ring, a 
“crass mass of brass and glass,” that would 
serve as a lifelong reminder of his time at West 
Point and a permanent marker of his place in 
the Long Gray Line. For now though, he simply 
had to hold the box and wait for the order that 
would allow him and his classmates to see their 
rings for the fi rst time and place it on their right 
ring fi nger.

“It was an incredible feeling, especially 
when you get the box, you’re holding it and 
waiting for them to give the order to put it on,” 
Press said. “I could really feel all the time I 

have been here build up and feel it in the ring. It 
represents the bonds I have with my classmates. 
These are my best friends I will have for the 
rest of my life.”

The members of the Class of 2019 received 
their rings Aug. 24 during the Ring Ceremony 
at Trophy Point marking the beginning of their 
fi nal year at West Point. The 1,082 members of 
the class were surrounded by family, friends and 
alumni as they received their rings following a 
speech by Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. 
Steve Gilland.

“It was amazing,” Class of 2019 Cadet 
Olivia Smith said of receiving her ring. “It 
was everything we have worked for to this 
point all coming together. To me, the ring 
means everything I have worked so hard to 
accomplish and everything I am going to work 
hard to accomplish in the future. It is a symbol 
of everything we have come through together 

and everything we are going to go through in 
the future.”

The class ring has been a tradition at 
West Point since 1835. In 2000, the West 
Point Association of Graduates added another 
tradition to the ceremony with the annual ring 
melt. Each year, the rings of graduates, most 
of whom are deceased, are donated and melted 
into the gold used to make the rings for the 
current class. This year, 69 rings were donated 
and included in the gold used to make the Class 
of 2019’s rings, the most donated rings in the 
18-year history of the program.

“It is absolutely mesmerizing,” Class of 
2019 Cadet Chan Kim said of the ring melt. 
“It is such a unique culture and tradition. It is 
so great to have 69 members of the Long Gray 
Line award this to us and connect that bond. 
We have never met them, but just knowing their 
Long Gray Line continues on is mesmerizing.”

Among the 69 rings donated this year, nine 
belonged to members of the 50-year affi  liate 
class, the Class of 1969, and two belonged to 
members of the 100-year affi  liate class, the 
Class of 1919. Lynn Brown said she donated 
the ring of her husband Lt. Col. Norman Brown, 
who died in 2016, and was member of the Class 
of 1969, as a way to keep his memory alive and 
forever tie him to this class. 

“We were here on their R-Day, he did the 
March Back with them from Buckner and we 
were here for their Acceptance Day and planned 
to follow the class all the way through,” Brown 
said. “After his unexpected passing two years 
ago, I knew that his heart was with this program 
and his class. He wanted to donate his ring. It 
keeps him affi  liated with his affi  liation class and 
the whole process of that legacy of the Long 
Gray Line, which is unbelievable.”

Also included in the ring melt was the ring 
of Col. Newell Vinson, a member of the Class 
of 1954, whose grandson Christian Vinson is 
a member of the Class of 2019. The ring was 
donated by Col. Vinson’s son Douglas Vinson, 
who is also a West Point graduate.

“It is hard to get your mind around that. It 
is such an amazing thing,” Douglas Vinson said 
of his dad’s ring being a part of his son’s. “He 
passed in 2004, I think if he were here today, 
he would be jumping out of his skin he’d be so 
excited. I think the importance of West Point 
and his ring was so deeply felt and to see that 
passed along to not only me, but actually in 
the ring of his grandson would have been all 

he could take.”
Emblazoned with their class crest and motto 

“So Freedom Will Reign” on one side and the 
West Point crest on the other, the “bold mold of 
rolled gold” they received Friday will forever 
tie together the Class of 2019 and all those who 
have come before them at West Point.

“When I leave here, this ring is going to 
represent all the memories I have of this place, 
good and bad,” Smith said. “Particularly, the 
good memories of everything we have gone 
through together, all the hardships we have 
faced, and whenever I look down at it, I will 
know that I have the whole class behind me 
supporting me.”

See RINGING, PAGE 11

RINGING, RINGING, cont’d from Page 10cont’d from Page 10

Lt. Gen. Nadja Y. West, the 44th U.S. Army Surgeon General and Commanding 
General of the U.S. Army Medical Command, poses with Brigade Deputy 
Commander Tony Smith, U.S. Military Class of 2019, with their class rings. 
West spoke at the Ring Weekend Banquet, Aug. 25. West is the highest ranking 
female to have graduated from USMA.            P���� �� B���	 I����	��/USMA PAO

A member of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2019 is besieged by the Plebes 
as they recite the traditional “Ring Poop,” which is, “Oh my god, sir/ma’am! 
What a beautiful ring. What a crass mass of brass and glass. What a bold 
mold of rolled gold. What a cool jewel you got from your school. See how it 
sparkles and shines. It must have cost you a fortune. May I touch it please, Sir/
Ma’am?”                          P���� �� B��	
�	 O’C�		��/PV

(Above and left photos) 
Members of the Class of 
2019 showing off  their rings 
they received during the 
Ring Ceremony, Aug. 24. 
However, one cadet from the 
Army West Point Football 
team went one step further 
and brought his Commander-
In-Chief’s Trophy ring from 
2017 and Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Champions ring from 2016.     
P����� �� B��	
�	 O’C�		��/PV
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Recreational Gymnastics Classes

The West Point Community Gymnastics Club fall recreational 
gymnastics classes begin Tuesday. Fill out the registration forms 
and send them in as soon as possible to reserve your child(s) 
class time. 

When you are filling out the forms, designate your first and 
second choices. If you do not hear from the club’s president 
Carmine Giglio by Saturday, it means your first choice will be 
your child’s class time.

For all those who are interested, there will be a general 
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday at the Gross Center to discuss the 
overall program. On your first day of class, sign the By Law 
form by the front door. 

The days and times the club is offering classes are as follows: 
• Girls ages 5-6, 7-9—6:30 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays;
• Girls ages 10-18—7:30 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays;
• Boys ages 5-6—6:30 p.m., Tuesdays;
• Boys, 7-18—6:30 p.m., Thursdays.
Annual registration is $75 for one child and $85 per family. 

There is a monthly cost fee and discounts for more than one child 
enrolled in the program.

For details, contact Carmine Giglio at 845-938-2880. 

Diversity and Inclusion Leadership Conference
The West Point 16th annual Diversity and Inclusion 

Leadership Conference is scheduled for Wednesday through 
Sept. 7. This year’s conference theme is “Achieving Excellence 
through Diversity and Inclusion.” 

The purpose of the conference is to bring together 
West Point alumni, members of the Army, U.S. Military 
Academy staff and faculty, cadets and distinguished guests for 
discussions surrounding best practices moving beyond racial 
biases, improving retention, building trust and leading diverse 
organizations through outreach, partnership and development. 

The conference’s keynote speakers include NFL Hall of 
Famer Rod Woodson, retired Command Sgt. Maj. Michele 
Jones, President and CEO, The Bones Theory Group, LLC; and 
retired Lt. Gen. Mark Hertling, National Security, Intelligence 
and Terrorism Analyst for CNN.

West Point is mindful that the work of diversity and inclusion 
is continuous, and it is vital that the USMA team continues 
to create forums for conversation that brings us together and 
deepens our understanding of one another.

To register for the conference, visit http://westpointaog.
kintera.org/DLC-Staff. The point of contacts for the conference 
include Terry Allbritton, Chief Diversity Officer, at 938-7212; 
Amos Maldonado at 938-3756; Ellen Peterson at 938-7082; or 
Master Sgt. Richard Oxendine at 938-6745.

41st annual Police Chase
The 41st annual “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is scheduled 

for Oct. 7 at Thomas Bull Memorial Park Picnic Pavilion in 
Montgomery, New York. 

There is a 40K bike race at 9 a.m., a children’s fun run at 11 
a.m., a 5K run at 11:15 a.m. and a 10K road race at noon. 

The “Kelly Memorial” Police Chase is dedicated to the 
memories of Troopers James A. Kelly and T. Michael Kelly. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS“Out of the Darkness” community walk
Join the West Point Suicide Prevention Office for this 

year’s “Out of the Darkness” community suicide awareness 
walk at 9 a.m. Sept. 29 at Daly Field.  

The “Out of the Darkness” community walk is an 
awareness campaign to bring together family, friends, 
colleagues and supporters in our community. 

The walk is an attempt to create a vision of a world 
without suicide. 

Come walk with us and help make a difference.

AWANA Program
Join the AWANA Program to learn more about God, 

memorize bible verses, game time and fun. 
The program is scheduled from 4:15-5:45 p.m. Sunday 

evenings for Kindergarten-12th grade at the Youth Center and 
3-year-olds and 4-year-olds at the Post Chapel Nursery. 

The program runs through May 5. For details, contact Jane 
Kimbrell at Jtkmamacita@gmail.com.

Lighthouse Christian Assembly Fellowship
Lighthouse Christian Assembly cordially invites the West 

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Cynthia Laudato at 845-

569-3252 or email cynthia.laudato@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 

or email gfunaro@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson 
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

To register or for more details, call 845-344-5347 or visit 
www.nypolicechase.com.

Point community to join its family of fellowship and worship at 
9 a.m. Sunday mornings at 134 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  

The church has been serving the Fort Montgomery/Highland 
Falls and West Point communities for more than 30 years.  

It provides a family atmosphere for cadets, Soldiers, family 
members and the community. Every effort is made to support 
our beloved brothers and sisters in Christ with physical as well 
as spiritual needs.  

Additionally, the church is affiliated with the Walter Hoving 
Home, founded by John and Elsie Benton, in 1967. This Christ-
centered home provides a safe space for women in recovery from 
alcohol and substance abuse.  

If you are in need of transportation, contact Robby at 845- 
661-0339 by 8 a.m. the Sunday morning you will be attending.  

The van picks up at Grant Circle. We look forward to 
welcoming you into our family. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For details on the Grace Baptist Church, visit www.
gracebaptistny.org.

Poker Nite and NFL Sundays at Fireside in Highland 
Falls 

Poker Nite at Fireside Restaurant includes multiple prizes 
available weekly and season long, including a trip to qualify 
for a Main Event in Las Vegas. It is free to play. There are 
tournaments at 7 and 9 p.m. every Wednesday. There are drink 
specials available. 

Also, all NFL games are available at Fireside during the 
season. Wings and drink specials available during the games. 
Fireside Restaurant is located on 3 Mountain Avenue in Highland 
Falls. For details, contact Kevin at 845-325-6724 or email 
k.schoff@live.com.

Bethel Woods participating in Blue Star Museums
The Museum at Bethel Woods will take part in Blue Star 

Museums, a collaboration among the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Blue Star Families, the Department of Defense and more 
than 2,000 museums across America to offer free admission to 
the nation’s active duty military personnel and their families 
through Labor Day. 

The program provides families an opportunity to enjoy the 
nation’s cultural heritage and learn more about their community, 
especially after a military move. A list of participating museums 
is available at arts.gov/bluestarmuseums.

The free admission program is available to any bearer of a 
common access card, a DD Form 1173 ID card (dependent ID) 
or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which includes active duty U.S. 
military—Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as well 
as members of the National Guard and Reserve, U.S. Public 
Health Service Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned 
Corps—and up to five family members. 

The museum’s summer hours are 10 a.m.-7 p.m. through 
Monday.

West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market
The West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market is 

enjoying its 19th year of offering the best that the Hudson Valley 
has to offer. 

Every Sunday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. through Oct. 28, visit 
the farmers market and enjoy a variety of offerings from fresh 
produce to pickles, meat and eggs to artisan cheese and honey 
to fine baked goods, and other specialty items. 

Follow them on Facebook for weekly happenings at West 
Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market and Instagram @
WPTOHfarmersmarket.

Community
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Bowhunter Education Course Sept. 16 and Hunter 
Education Course Oct. 27

The Bowhunters Education Course will be held from 9 a.m-
3:30 p.m. Sept. 16 and registration begins is ongoing. 

This class is required to purchase a New York State hunting 
license and West Point hunting permit. Register online at https://
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/92278.html.

The Hunter Education Course will be held from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Oct. 27 and registration begins on Sept. 16. 

This class is required to purchase a New York State hunting 
license and West Point hunting permit. To register, email 
Instructor Rodney Krinke at eileen@frontiernet.net. 

Both classes will be held at the Round Pond recreation area’s 
Bonneville Cabin. Be sure to complete the New York State 
required homework prior to attending the classes. 

The classes are free and good for life. Registration is required 
for both classes. For more details, call 845-938-2503.

West Point Free Fishing Day
Celebrate National Hunting and Fishing Day at West Point 

Sept. 22. No West Point permit needed. 
All anglers 16 years and older will only need a New York 

State fi shing license to fi sh at Round Pond, Lake Frederick, Bull 
Pond and Wilkins Pond. The exception is at these lakes only. 

Be sure to visit the Round Pond Store for all your baiting 
needs. For more details, call 845-938-2503 or visit www.nhfday.
org.

ACS Family Advocacy classes
Earn a certifi cate after completing all four classes in the Army 

Community Service’s Family Advocacy series. The following 
classes are held at ACS, Building 622:

• Parenting Class—The fi rst four Thursdays of every month 
from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Couples Communication Class—The fi rst four Tuesdays 
of every month from 1-2:30 p.m.;

• Stress Management Class—The fi rst four Mondays of every 
month from 1-2:30 p.m. 

• Anger Management Class—The fi rst four Wednesdays of 
every month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

To register, contact Sara Boychak at 845-938-0629 or email 
sara.boychak@usma.edu; or call Catherine Little at 845-938-
0633. Or register online at www.westpointacs.as.me

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

Big Salute Baby Shower
Come celebrate the second annual Baby Shower for the 

West Point Military Community, sponsored by ACS Family 
Advocacy Program in partnership with the March of Dimes, 
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Sept. 21 at ACS, Building 622. 

Open to all active duty and spouses of active duty who are 
currently pregnant or have had a baby within the past year. 
Fathers are highly encouraged to participate. 

You may also bring your babies and any siblings under 
the age of 6.  Lots of fun, fabulous gifts and give-a-ways. We 
look forward to helping you celebrate your new addition(s) 
to your family. 

RSVP by Sept. 7. For details and to RSVP, call 845-
938-0633.

FOR THE FAMILIES
Trips with Leisure Travel Services (updated) 

• “Aladdin”—Sept. 19. Leave West Point at 4 p.m. Leave 
New York City at 10 p.m. Located at New Amsterdam Theater, 
W. 42 St., NYC. Row MM Mezz seating, with a 7 p.m. curtain.

There is a nominal transportation fee. 
For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

MWR Summer Movie Series
Join MWR for its outdoor movies shown on a giant infl atable 

movie screen. Bring your own blankets and chairs.
Movie concessions will be available for purchase. Free to 

the public. The next scheduled movie is “Sherlock Gnomes” at 
8 p.m. Friday at H-Lot Field.

For more information, call 845-938-0123.

Oktoberfest
MWR presents Oktoberfest 

from 4-9 p.m. Sept. 21 and 
3-8 p.m. Sept. 22 at the Victor 
Constant Ski Slope. 

Enjoy authentic German 
food and beverage with fun and 
entertainment for all. Sept. 21 
is adult night and Sept. 22 is 
family day. For more details, 
call 845-938-6497.

Fall Ball Junior Golf Clinic now open for registration
Have a little golfer or one who wants to learn in your family? 

Introduce them to the game of golf and learn from a PGA Golf 
professional at the Fall Junior Golf Clinic.  

Open to children ages 7-13.The clinics will be held from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Sept. 6,13, 20 and 27 at the West Point Golf Course 
driving range with the last session on the golf course. 

There is a nominal fee and no clubs are necessary. Space is 
limited. 

To sign up, contact the golf course pro shop at 845-938-2435.

Back to School Cruise for Home Schoolers
School Support Services invites all families that will be 

home schooling their children to cruise the Hudson River from 
10 a.m.- noon Sept. 28.  

Meet new families and/or reconnect after the summer months. 
Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins at 9:30 a.m. at 
South Dock. This event is free and there is no RSVP required. 
You are allowed to bring snacks or drinks for your family.  

For details or additional information, call 845-938-2092 or 
email Michi.Carl@usma.edu.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, 
learn and make new friends. 

Pre-registration is not required. There’s always something 
fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op 
The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op is looking 

for new members. The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible 
patrons with children ages 6 weeks to 5 years, who are looking 
to workout while having their child participate in a volunteer-
facilitated childcare. 

In exchange for their child’s participation, co-op members 
agree to support other members and assist with the supervision 
of children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested in participating, contact the CYS 
Outreach Services Offi  ce at 845-938-3969.

Morgan Farm open to the public
Morgan Farm off ers birthday parties and horseback riding 

lessons to everyone, so come out to the farm today.
Host your child’s next birthday party at Morgan Farm with 

three diff erent party packages to fi t your budget. 
Morgan Farm also off ers riding lessons that are available for 

beginner through advanced riders. These lessons are suitable for 
ages 5 and up. Horse boarding is available at the stables for a 
nominal fee. For more details, call 938-3926.

Rhythm and Blues Barbecue Night
Join the West Point Club from 6-10 p.m. Sept. 7 for Rhythm 

and Blues Night. 
The evening is scheduled to feature the Black Dirt Band 

with lead vocalist Carla Springer. Outside seating as available. 
For ticket reservations and menus, visit the westpointclub.

com. For more details, call 938-5120.

2018-19 Staff and Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey 
League sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi  ce will conduct the 2018-19 Staff  and 
Faculty Intramural Ice Hockey League. 

All DOD and USMA personnel 18 years of age and older are 
eligible to participate. The league will start on Oct. 1 and continue 
through the end of April 2019, which is subject to change. 

The league will play three times per week. Monday and 
Thursday mornings at 6 a.m. and Tuesday at noon. Season passes 
must be purchased to participate in the program. 

For more information, call Jim McGuinness at 845-938-3066 
or e-mail at Jim.Mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Champagne Sunday Brunch
The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. every 

Sunday through Nov. 11 at the West Point Club. 
Each week the club’s executive chef and his team present a 

diff erent menu including action stations and desserts. 
There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or 

visit www.thewestpointclub.com.

Bistro 603 at the West Point Club
Check out the West Point Club’s Bistro 603. The Bistro is 

open from 7 a.m -10 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Breakfast is served from 7-10 a.m., lunch is served from 11 

a.m.-2 p.m., while Grab and Go is available all day. It is open 
to the public. 

For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. For more 
details, call 845-938-5120.
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Friday—“Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation,” PG, 7:30 
p.m.
Saturday—“Skyscraper,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
EDIS to conduct free developmental 
screenings

Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Educational and Developmental Intervention 
Serv ices  (EDIS)  wi l l  conduct  f ree 
developmental screenings—for children 
from birth to 5 years old—from 8:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Sept. 26.

The screenings, available for both military 
and civilians, will be conducted at the Stony 
Child Development Center, 1207 Patrick 
Trail, West Point, and are by appointment 
only.

To schedule an appointment, call 845-
938-2698 or 845-938-6868. 

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help. If you are a military 
or civilian family that resides and/or works 
at West Point and you have concerns relating 
to your child’s communication skills, motor 
skills, self-help skills, learning, vision, 
hearing, behavior and/or social interactions 
please join EDIS at the free developmental 
screening.

Help KACH reduce, eliminate “No 
Shows”

Keller Army Community Hospital is 
asking for your assistance in reducing, and 
eventually, eliminating “no-shows” and 
missed appointments.

Did you know that in fi scal year 2017, 
KACH had 3,107 no-shows? Did you know 

since, Oct. 1, 2017, Keller has 2,637 no-
shows? At approximately $75 per visit, these 
‘no-shows’ resulted in a loss of $233,025 in 
FY17, and are currently resulting in a loss 
of $197,775.

There is a saying in the medical 
community that “an appointment missed by 
you, is an appointment missed by two.” The 
appointment missed by the patient, and that 
missed appointment time that another patient 
could have had.

We ask that as soon as you realize you 
will not make your scheduled appointment, 
call the Appointment Center at 845-938-7992 
or 800-552-2907, or visit www.tricareonline.
com/, and cancel so we can re-book that slot 
for another benefi ciary needing to be seen.

We thank you for your assistance, and for 
choosing Keller to provide your high-quality, 
patience-centered medical services.

KACH Family Readiness Group 
information

For current and incoming staff  at Keller 
Army Community Hospital, the following 
information is provided to assist you with 
family readiness:

• Family Readiness Group Leader—
Tammie Persaud-Cruz Total;

• Army Family Program POC—Sgt. 1st 
Class Matthew Van Auken.

Call 845-938-0115 for all Family 
Readiness issues.

 • Yard of the Month winner: 
Congratulations to the Collins Family for 
winning the Yard of the Month for the month 
of July. 

YOM winners get a certifi cate signed 
by the garrison commander, the Yard of 
the Month sign, a $75 gift card to Home 
Depot and a designated parking spot at the 
commissary labeled—Yard of the Month. 

If you want to participate in the Yard of 
the Month program, email jgellman@bbcgrp.
com prior to the 10th of each month.

• First Day of School photo: Take 
that special picture and email it to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com. All entries will be put on 
Facebook. Please submit by Friday.

• S’mores Day: Join 
West Point Family Homes 
for an after school treat at 
2:30-3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
at B126 Washington Road. 

I can’t think of a more 
iconic yummy, gooey, 
chocolately symbol of 
summer camping than 
S’mores. 

Come and enjoy. To 
register, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by Sunday 
with the total number 
peop le  t ha t  w i l l  be 
attending.

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS

By Destiney Sanchez
DPW Customer Relations

Build, We Must!

If you walked almost anywhere on West Point this 
summer, you wee bound to see a bustling construction 
site. 

Short-term disruption is what we all have to endure 
for long-term facility gains. Remarking on the volume 
of construction in our midst, Directorate of Public 
Works  Director Matthew Talaber commented, “Those 
of us in the facility business realize that not everyone 
views construction activity with the same enthusiasm 
that we do. We try to limit interruptions to the extent 
possible.”

It takes a team to tackle years of deferred 
maintenance. Army’s strong commitment to solving West Point’s infrastructure woes is plainly 
evident. The combined forces of many drives progress. 

DPW along with the Corps of Engineers, Offi  ce of the Dean, Offi  ce of the Commandant 
of Cadets, donors and the entities across West Point work collaboratively to design, renovate 
and construct the buildings that help shape leadership training and community quality of life.  

One of the buildings getting renovated currently is Pershing Barracks (photo above).
“The renovation of this historic building is extensive and incorporates both an exterior 

facelift to include new blast-resistant windows, new roofi ng and new rooftop mechanical units 
and an interior upgrade as well,” Randy McMurtrie, DPW project manager, said. “(It also) 
includes new plumbing, mechanical and electrical utility services as well as new communication, 
data and security systems too, and all of this work was designed and executed in a manner to 
keep the historic nature of the building intact.” 

The building momentum will accelerate into the future with a new academic building, 
parking structure, humanities center and cemetery expansion.

“We’re in motion toward some really essential and exciting growth and improvements 
to our academic spaces,” Ledlie Klosky, professor, Offi  ce of the Dean, said. “It is an historic 
opportunity for our institution. The Cyber and Engineering Academic Center (graphic below) 
will be a landmark entrance to the south end of the Central Area and I couldn’t be more excited 
as we look forward to breaking ground.”

At the recent Garrison construction update, Talaber mentioned the West Point master plan 
update.  

“The master plan update is well underway,” Talaber said. “We are enjoying unprecedented 
participation from across West Point. The collaborative eff ort is yielding many innovative ideas.”   

The  mas te r  p lann ing 
process has better defi ned the 
Academic Building Upgrade 
Program, known as ABUP, 
which includes complete 
renovation of six key academic 
buildings.

Further the process has 
led to re-imagination of our 
training camps for use a year-
round modern military training 
complex.  
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Story and photo by the West Point Band

Summer may be coming to an end, so send 
it out with a bang—literally—at one of the 
Hudson Valley’s favorite annual traditions. 

The West Point Band will conclude the 
“Music Under the Stars” concert series with 
its annual Labor Day celebration at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday at Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

In the event of inclement weather, the 
concert will take place Sunday. One of the 
band’s most popular events of the year, the 
performance concludes with cannon blasts 
and a spectacular fireworks show over the 
Hudson River. 

This concert is free and open to the public. 
No tickets are required, but you may RSVP at 
www.westpointband.com.  

The West Point Band’s Labor Day 
celebration pays tribute to our nation and 
the American people with a night of festive 
music. Culminating in a performance of 
Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture with live 
cannon fire and a fantastic fireworks display, 

West Point Band presents annual 
Labor Day celebration with fireworks 

this concert will feature classics of the band 
repertoire—including marches from Sousa 
and others.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. West Point Band news 
can also be found by following us on Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter. 

The West Point Band will conclude 
the “Music Under the Stars” concert 
series with its annual Labor Day 
celebration at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at 
Trophy Point Amphitheater. 
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Season opener: Honoring the 82nd on the gridiron
By Brandon O’Connor
Assistant Editor 

When the Army West Point Football team takes the field, 
they do so not just for themselves.

As they face their opponents on the gridiron, the cadets from 
West Point play for their school, the Army and their country. 
Each week during the regular season, not counting the Army- 
Navy Game in December, they also play for and honor an 
active-duty Army division by wearing that division’s emblem 
on the back of their helmets.

“Honestly, I think it means a lot being able to represent the 
people in arms who are fighting for our country,” senior captain 
Darnell Woolfolk said. “It means a lot for our team and it means 
a lot for everybody in the Army around the nation. I think it 
brings us closer and means we are fighting for something that 
is bigger than ourselves.”

During Friday’s season opener at Duke, the Army West 
Point Football team will honor the “All-American” division, 
the 82nd Airborne Division, which is based at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, located about an hour and a half from Duke 

During Friday’s season opener at Duke, the Army West Point Football team will honor the “All-American” division, the 82nd Airborne Division, which is based 
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, located about an hour and a half from Duke University. The 82nd’s red, white and blue “AA” shoulder patch will be worn on the 
back of the Army helmet adjacent to an emblem honoring Brandon Jackson, an Army West Point cornerback who died in a car accident in 2016 and would 
have been a Firstie this year.                              Photo by Brandon O’Connor/PV

University. The 82nd’s red, white and blue “AA” shoulder 
patch will be worn on the back of the Army helmet adjacent 
to an emblem honoring Brandon Jackson, an Army West Point 
cornerback who died in a car accident in 2016 and would have 
been a Firstie this year. 

“We are honored to see the All-American patch proudly 
displayed on the West Point helmets,” Maj. Gen. James J. 
Mingus, the commander of the 82nd Airborne Division, said. 
“From America’s Guard of Honor, the 82nd Airborne Division, 
good luck. Airborne. All the way.”

The 82nd Airborne Division was founded in 1917 and is 
recognized as one the premier light infantry units in the U.S. 
Army. Along with the emblem worn on their helmets, each week 
the team learns the history of the division and uses it as a way 
to motivate themselves going into game day. 

“We always have something that goes along with them,” 
Woolfolk said of how they honor the division each week. “I think 
our media does a great job of pushing that out so everybody 
actually knows about it. I think that is one of the biggest things 
they always do, really telling us what each division has done 
and how we are going to represent them each week.”

An Airborne drop of Soldiers from the 82nd Airborne 
Division, who will be honored during the Army West 
Point Football team’s season opener Friday. 
        Photo Courtesy of the 82nd Airborne Division
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Women’s Soccer falls to Penn on penalty kick

Friday

7 p.m.—Volleyball Vs. albany, Gillis Field 
House.

saturday

noon—Volleyball Vs. soutHeastern 
louisiana, Gillis Field House.

7 p.m.—Volleyball Vs. HoFstra, Gillis 
Field House.

sept. 7
noon—men’s soccer Vs. columbia, malek 
stadium at clinton Field.

7:30 p.m.—Women’s soccer Vs. air Force, 
malek stadium at clinton Field.

sept. 8
noon—Football Vs. liberty, micHie stadium.

**VieW tHe upcominG army West point 
black kniGHts scHedule at WWW.
G oa r m y W e s t p o i n t . c o m/ca l e n da r .
aspx?Vtype=list.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Soccer team saw 
its four-game unbeaten streak to start the season come 
to an end after Penn escaped with a 1-0 victory on 
Sunday in Philadelphia.

The Black Knights dropped to 3-1-1, while the 
Quakers improved to 2-0-0.

The two sides played through a back-and-forth 
first half before the home side capitalized on a penalty 
kick in the 63rd minute for the only score of the game.

For just the second time this season, Army trailed 
in shots (12-4), shots on goal (8-2) and corner kicks 
(5-3). 

Sophomore goalkeeper Sydney Cassalia made 
a game-high seven stops on the night, eclipsing 
the 100-save mark for her career. Senior midfielder 
Kayleigh Stallings posted a team-high two shots, 
both on goal.

How it HAPPENED
First Half 
• The two sides battled back-and-forth through 

the first 45 minutes of play with each side recording 
a chance in the first half.

Second Half 
• Penn’s Emily Sands converted on a penalty kick 

at the 62:23 mark for the only goal of the contest.
 
Army highlights and game notes
• Army saw its five-match undefeated streak 

come to an end, dating back to last season's final 
game versus American.

• The streak was the longest since 2011 when the 
team went 4-0-2 from Sept. 22 to Oct. 15.

• Sophomore forward Erynn Johns’ five-point 
scoring streak came to an end Sunday, the longest 
streak since Kim An in 2010.

Senior midfielder Kayleigh Stallings (#11) posted a team-high two shots, both on goal, during Army West Point 
Women’s Soccer’s 1-0 loss to Penn Sunday in Philadelphia.         Photo by Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men's Soccer team 
fell, 2-1, in a thrilling double-overtime 
season opener to Seton Hall Aug. 24 at 
Malek Stadium at Clinton Field. With the 
win, Seton Hall begins its season with a 
1-0 record, while the Black Knights carry 
a 0-1 mark after the home defeat. Army 
West Point held the slight edge in shots, 
outshooting the Pirates, 13-12. Seton 
Hall generated six corners, compared to 
the Cadets' four. Junior forward Keenan 
O'Shea (#9) netted Army's lone goal of 
the game, the seventh of his career. 
          Photo by Army Athletic Communications

Seton Hall
knocks off 
Army 2-1 in 
double OT
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Volleyball forces fifth set, drops decision to UTSA
By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Trailing 2-1 in the match, the Army West Point Volleyball 
team rallied in the fourth set to force a final set on Aug. 25 at 
Gillis Field House. However, the University of Texas at San 
Antonio took the fifth set, 15-7, to claim the match 3-2.

Freshman middle blocker Emmy Barnhorst was named to 
the Army Invitational All-Tournament Team after averaging 
2.57 kills per set and hitting .317. 

She led the Black Knights with 1.36 blocks per sets with 
three solo blocks and 16 block assists.

  
How it happened
First set (UTSA 25, Army 16) 
• The Roadrunners controlled set one with a .241 hitting 

percentage over the Black Knights.
• UTSA totaled three team blocks to keep Army’s offensive 

efforts stifled.
• The Black Knights trailed 24-11, but chipped back with 

two kills by junior outside hitter Sydney Morriss, one by 
sophomore middle blocker Monica Eckford and two UTSA 
errors.

• UTSA would take the set at 25-16 after an Army service 
error.

 
Second set (Army 25, UTSA 23) 
• Army jumped out early in the second set looking like a 

new team.
• The Black Knights went up 5-1 fueled by three kills by 

junior outside hitter Allie Strong.
• Late in the set the Black Knights trailed 22-20, but back-

to-back kills by Barnhorst lifted Army’s momentum to rally 

the comeback.
• UTSA was charged with an attacking error on the following 

play to bring the score to 23-22 with the edge to the Cadets.
• A kill by the Roadrunners sparked one by Barnhorst 

again before a service ace by Strong clinched the set to tie the 
match at 1-1.

• Army hit .244 compared to UTSA’s .159 in the frame.
• This snapped UTSA’s seven-set winning streak throughout 

the tournament.
 
Third set (UTSA 25, Army 20) 
• UTSA led for the entirety of the match as the Black Knights 

tied the score one time.
• The Cadets trailed UTSA 20-9, but a 6-0 run brought them 

right back into the game.
• The Black Knights continued on to an 11-4 streak over the 

Roadrunners bringing the teams to set point (24-20).
• However an error by Army allowed UTSA to clinch the 

set point.  
 
Fourth set (Army 25, UTSA 21) 
• Army gained momentum in the fourth when it took a 13-6 

lead forcing UTSA to call both timeouts halfway through the set.
• Three-straight points by the Black Knights gave them an 

18-10 edge.
• Morriss and Eckford joined for a block before Barnhorst 

tallied a pair of kills.
• Another kill by Barnhorst pushed the Cadets ahead 20-12 

over the Roadrunners.
• UTSA chipped away at the lead chasing Army to just a 

23-21 advantage.
• A kill by freshman outside hitter Cate Buckingham and 

then a service ace by the freshman forced set number five. 

 Fifth set (UTSA 15, Army 7) 
• The Black Knights led 6-5 over UTSA, but a 7-0 streak 

by the Roadrunners gave them a 12-6 lead in the fifth.
• A kill by Buckingham brought Army to seven points, but 

three more by UTSA allowed them to clinch the match.
 
Army highlights and game notes 
• Barnhorst and Morriss each posted 13.5 points in the final 

match of the weekend.
• Barnhorst tallied 10 kills and five blocks, while Morriss 

had 11 kills and three blocks.
• Buckingham led the Cadets with 12 kills and also 

contributed eight digs.
• Sophomore Hannah Presley stepped in with the first 

double-double of her career.
• She posted 26 assists and 18 digs in the match to lead in 

both categories.
• Strong had three aces and 11 digs.
 
Army Invitational results 
• San Francisco 3, Quinnipiac 0;
• UTSA 3, San Francisco 1;
• Army 3, Quinnipiac 1;
• San Francisco 3, Army 2;
• UTSA 3, Quinnipiac 0;
• UTSA 3, Army 2.
 
All-Tournament Team
• #15 Kara Teal, UTSA—Tournament MVP;
• #14 Brianna McCulloch, UTSA;
• #18 Emmy Barnhorst, Army;
• #8 Camille Araujo, USF;
• #22 Lydia Jones, QU.

Freshman middle blocker Emmy Barnhorst (#18) was named to the Army Invitational All-Tournament Team after averaging 2.57 kills per set and hitting .317 
as the Army West Point Volleyball team finished with a 1-2 record during the invitational, including losing a five-set match to the University of Texas at San 
Antonio Aug. 25 at Gillis Field House.                                      Photo by Army Athletic Communications


