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A day of transformation 
(Above) Commandant of the U.S. Corps of Cadets Brig. Gen. Steven W. Gilland recites the oath of allegiance in defending the United States as more than 1,200 
new cadets from the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2022 take the pledge that ended Reception Day Monday at West Point. (Below) A new cadet goes through 
his own transformation as he gets his long hair cut during R-Day. See page 3 for R-Day story and page 6 for a picture page.              Photos by Mike Lopez/PAO
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Williams assumes command, becomes 60th USMA Superintendent
Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Lt. Gen. Darryl A. Williams assumed 
command as the 60th U.S. Military Academy 
superintendent at an assumption of command 
ceremony Monday. Williams replaces Lt. Gen. 
Robert L. Caslen Jr., who retired June 22. 

Williams assumed command during a day 
when more than 1,200 new cadets came to 
West Point to begin their 47-month journey.

Williams is a 1983 graduate of West Point 
and is a career Field Artillery officer. Williams 
recently served as commander, NATO Allied 
Land Command, Izmir, Turkey. 

He has served as commander of United 

States Army Africa in Vicenza, Italy; deputy 
chief of staff G3/5/7 of the U.S. Army in 
Europe, Wiesbaden, Germany; and deputy 
commanding general of the U.S. Army Warrior 
Transition Command and assistant surgeon 
general for Warrior Care and Transition.

Williams’ military education includes the 
Field Artillery Officer Basic and Advanced 
courses, Command and General Staff College, 
School of Advanced Military Studies and the 
U.S. Naval War College. He holds master’s 
degrees in leadership development, military 
art and science, and national security and 
strategic studies. 

The 39th Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, 
Gen. Mark A. Milley, presided over the 

assumption of command ceremony.
“Two weeks ago, we said goodbye to a 

great leader after five years, and in the long 
tradition of the Army, today we turn the page 
and we welcome another great leader to lead 
this great institution,” Milley said. “He’s a 
great guy and this is an officer with tremendous 
talent, personality and character and I have no 
doubt in my mind that he will make his mark. 
He’s been a Soldier for 35 years.”

Milley said that Williams’ service carries 
over to his children. 

His daughter, Kendall, is an Army spouse. 
His oldest son, Zach, was commissioned out of 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia, and is 
deployed, and youngest son, Nathan, is a new 

second lieutenant from the USMA Class of 
2018 and is headed to Army Airborne School 
and Ranger School.

Williams spoke about being a cadet when 
Caslen was his tactical officer and football 
coach.

“He was an incredible leader and role 
model and his reputation has only grown,” 
Williams said. “Our academy and our Army is 
better for his wisdom and leadership.

“Today may mark a new chapter for West 
Point in terms of leadership; know that the 
essence of our mission and our number one 
focus remains constant; developing leaders 
of character who are committed to the values 

See SUPERINTENDENT, PAGE 3

Need New Cadet Visitation Day volunteers, host requirements
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New cadets experience a grueling R-Day

Ray Barone, U.S. Military Academy boxing coach and Department of Physical 
Education instructor, instructs a new cadet as he does pull-ups during a fitness 
test during Reception Day Monday at West Point.       Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

of the U.S. Military Academy and, more 
importantly, the U.S. Army who are ready 
to lead our America’s sons and daughters in 
the crucible of ground combat and who know 
what it takes to fight and win,” he added.

Williams said that over the next several 
weeks and in close coordination with Army 
senior leaders, he will develop and refine 

leadership priorities and areas of focus.
“But for now my intent is clear,” Williams 

said. “To pick up where Gen. Caslen left 
off as we continue to develop leaders 
of character our nation expects and our 
profession of arms demands. All policy and 
procedures will remain in effect until further 
notice. Beat Navy.”

SUPERINTENDENT, cont’d from Page 2

Lt. Gen. Darryl A. Williams (left) assumed command as the 60th U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent at an assumption of command ceremony Monday. 
The 39th Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, Gen. Mark A. Milley (right), hands 
Williams the command guidon as he presided over the assumption of 
command ceremony.                                    Photo by Anthony Battista/PAO

Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Nearly 1,200 new cadets from the U.S. 
Military Academy Class of 2022 braved 
temperatures in the 90s, as said a 60-second 
goodbye to parents, siblings and friends at 
Eisenhower Hall beginning at 6 a.m. and 
then boarded buses to Thayer Hall to begin 
inprocessing Monday on Reception Day. 

The new cadets received military clothing, 
were measured for a cadet uniform, received 
duffle bags, gym clothes and personal items and 
all the while focusing on the upper class cadets 
who escorted them and corrected them.

R-Day is not only a wake-up call for new 
cadets; it is also a leadership opportunity for 
the upper class cadets who are charged with 
ensuring the new cadets know how to salute, 
march and respond to commands culminating 
in their first parade when they march out to the 
Plain and take the oath of allegiance from the 
Commandant of the U.S. Corps of Cadets Brig. 
Gen. Steve W. Gilland in front of their family, 
command, classmates and the upper class cadets.

 One new cadet from St. Louis decided to 
come to West Point because she saw how much 
her sister enjoys the Naval Academy.

“I just kept seeing how awesome she 

looked,” the new cadet said. “I wanted to come 
to West Point after attending the Summer 
Leaders Experience. That helped a lot and I 
made a lot of friends.”

The new cadet hopes, at least at this point, 
to be a science major.

Her mom Stephanie said she has two strong 
girls and she is very proud of them and their 
wanting to serve in the military, but knows there 
could be a sibling rivalry.

“The Army-Navy game is going to be 
interesting,” Stephanie said.

Her dad Phil said he is happy for both of 
his girls.

“I’m glad to see this one making her own 
way and she always finishes what she has 
started.” Phil said.

One new cadet from Houston has something 
of a family tradition of military service and 
West Point.

“I wanted to come to West Point because of 
the tradition and the discipline,” the new cadet 
said. “I have a friend who is here too, so it won’t 
be too bad.”

The new cadet may have been influenced 
by his brother Sean, a USMA Class of 2015 
graduate and now a first lieutenant. 

“I am hoping to go into the engineer’s 
branch and become a combat engineer,” the new cadet said.

Another new cadet from Buffalo, New 
York said she came through the U.S. Military 
Academy Preparatory School.

“I always wanted to be in the military and 
West Point was a no brainer,” the new cadet said. 
“I’m hoping to be a history major.”

The new cadet’s mom said that there wasn’t 
any military history in her family other than 
her grandfather, but she is very happy that her 

daughter decided on West Point.
The Class of 2022 is comprised of 16 

international students, 294 women, 400 
minorities and 10 combat veterans. The 
incoming class was selected from nearly 12,300 
applicants. 

Minority enrollment is roughly 30 percent 
and includes 186 African-Americans, 104 
Hispanic Americans, 99 Asian-Americans and 
11 Native Americans.

Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Mark A. Milley goes over the New Cadet Handbook 
with a new cadet on Reception Day Monday. The U.S. Military Academy Class 
of 2022 is comprised of 16 international students, 294 women, 400 minorities 
and 10 combat veterans. The incoming class was selected from nearly 12,300 
applicants.                       Photo by Mike Lopez/PAO
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Task Force Falcon Soldiers participate in survival swimming instruction
By 1st Lt. Evan Peasley
Task Force Falcon

Sixty- f ive  Sold iers  f rom Charger 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) participated 
in Survival Gate 3, one of the four survival 
swim tests as part of the PE320-322 Survival 
Swimming curriculum, June 29. 

Cadets at West Point primarily take 
PE320-322 during their second year.  

The Department of Physical Education  
at USMA led 65 Soldiers from Charger 
Company, part of Task Force Falcon, through 
several periods of instruction on inflating 
their uniform to use as a life vest, swimming 
techniques and proper entry into the water 
while in uniform.  

This survival swimming test included 
stepping off the 6.5-meter tower, staying 
subsurface and swimming through a series 
of submerged hoops, a 50-meter swim and a 
uniform inflation.  

Upon completion, Soldiers eagerly 
grasped the opportunity to step off the 
10-meter tower.

The Charger Company commander, 
Capt. Charles Christensen, USMA Class of 
2012, described the training as valuable and 
applicable to the real world.  

“This unique training gives the Soldiers 
experience swimming in uniform with 
boots on, while prefacing that with fear 
management.  Also, this test exposes Soldiers 
to the discomfort of breath control in the case 
of a life-or-death scenario. It is always better 
to be prepared,” Christensen said.

“I feel much more confident now if I faced 
this in a real-world situation. If I did this 

PE322 instructor Maj. Matthew Lensing instructs Soldiers from Charger Company, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) on proper entry into the water during survival swimming 
instruction of the PE320-322 curriculum June 29 in Crandall Pool.                         Courtesy Photos 
again, it would be much easier,” Pvt. Jack 
Walton said.

“Once I stepped off the 10-meter tower, 
the 6.5-meter tower seemed like nothing,” Pvt. 
Jacob Mahler said. “This definitely helped 

with my fear of heights and it was awesome 
to do training we can’t do at Fort Campbell.” 

From the course website,  Survival 
Swimming at USMA focuses on conditional 
acclimatization (both flat water and surf), 

breath control, basic locomotion, buoyancy 
positions, stroke instruction/refinement, 
and the development of sound “real world” 
analysis and decision making when faced 
with operational water survival implications.

P E 3 2 2 
I n s t r u c t o r 
Maj. Matthew 
L e n s i n g 
validates Task 
Force Soldiers 
from Charger 
C o m p a n y , 
C h a r g e r 
C o m p a n y , 
2nd Battalion, 
502nd Infantry 
R e g i m e n t , 
2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 
101st Airborne 
Division (Air 
Assaul t )  on 
proper blouse 
inflation prior 
to executing 
Survival Gate 
3  d u r i n g  a 
survival swim 
test. 
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Task Force Falcon brings TOW/ITAS Collective Skills Trainer to West Point
By 1st Lts. Jake Pyle and Daniel Franklin
Task Force Falcon

In the midst of running summer training for cadets, Dog and 
Havoc Companies of 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault) were given the opportunity to conduct internal training 
on the Collective Skills Trainer. 

The CST is a 53-foot, 18-wheeled trailer with built in 
simulators that operate using the Army’s Virtual Battle Space 
3 platform. These simulators focus specifically on the tube-
launched, optically tracked, wire-guided missile system (TOW) 
and the Improved Target Acquisition System (ITAS), as well as 
mounted operations.

West Point does not have ranges capable of supporting 
mounted operations, so Dog and Havoc Companies had to 
get creative in maintaining their combat readiness. The two 
companies are preparing for mounted gunnery operations that 
will be conducted in Fort Dix, New Jersey, later this summer. 
Gunnery begins at the crew (individual truck) level, and ends at 
the platoon (five truck configuration) level. The CST supports 
training at the crew, section and platoon level.

When asked about his experience in the CST, 1st Lt. Aaron 
Glick, platoon leader of the Havoc Company distro platoon, 
said, “It was a unique opportunity for us to train at a level that 
we don’t often get to.” 

Havoc Company operates as the Task Force Forward Support 
Company and did not train specifically on the TOW/ITAS, but 
still received effective training of mounted operations.  

“I feel, that as a platoon, we are more prepared for collective 
training events like JRTC or gunnery at Fort Dix,” Glick said.

Coordination for the CST was made by the Task Force over 
six months ago. There is only one CST in the Army, and it is 
available upon request, at no cost to the unit, as long as the 
Active Army or National Guard unit employs the TOW/ITAS. 
The CST was created to assist in the integration, training and use 
of the TOW/ITAS. The CST can be included as part of the Heavy 
Weapons Leader Course Mobile Training Team or requested as 
a standalone training event. 

The lead trainer in the CST, retired Sgt. 1st Class Steve Watts, 
completed 20 years of service as a TOW missile weapons system 
crewman before working at the Close Combat Weapons Systems 
at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama. Watts published an article in 
Infantry Magazine titled TOW/ITAS Collective Skills Trainer. 

According to Watts, the CST was developed to “assist delta 
companies in Infantry brigade combat teams, or IBCTs, with 
conducting and sustaining collective TOW/ITAS training.” 

Watts continues to travel around the country conducting these 
professional development and train-the-trainer classes. 

The CST enforces the principle that the TOW/ITAS is the 
battalion’s anti-tank asset and must be positioned with standoff 
to best engage armor. 

The scenarios in the CST repeatedly stress the importance of 
keeping proper standoff from enemy armor. The Russian T-72 is 
the enemy tanks used in the simulator, and has a max effective 
range of 2,000 meters, while the TOW/ITAS has a max effective 
range of 4,200 meters. 

The CST also emphasizes the importance of ITAS gunners 
using proper scanning techniques, as well as communication 
from the crew to platoon level

Spc. Bailey Lewis, an ITAS gunner of 1st Platoon, Dog 
Company, said the simulator was “extremely realistic” and was 
“the best training he had received on the TOW/ITAS, aside from 
gunnery or TOW live fire.” 

Dog Company operates as the Task Force Heavy Weapons 

Company, and has eight TOW/ITAS systems organic to its 
armament. 

The company also fields a variety of other heavy weapons, 
to include the M2A1, the MK19 and the M240B. 

The Director of Military Instruction at West Point, Col. Bill 
Ostlund, observed 2nd Platoon, Dog Company conducting an 
operation in the CST. 

Ostlund expressed interest in integrating the CST in future 
cadet training, specifically for mounted operations. Ostlund 
stressed the importance of the TOW/ITAS system, sighting his 
experiences with the weapon as the commander of 2nd Battalion, 
503rd Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Division while 
deployed to the Korengal Valley, Kunar Province, Afghanistan, 
from 2007-08.

Task Force Falcon continues to support the West Point 
mission while also maintaining combat readiness and lethality. 

The Task Force’s effort to maintain continued readiness, as 
well as influence the future leaders of the Army this summer, 
will likely be felt on the West Point campus for years to come. 
Units across the Army, to include the U.S. Military Academy, 
will continue to adapt and train for all of the threats of the 
modern world.

In the midst of running summer training for cadets, 
Dog and Havoc Companies of 2nd Battalion, 502nd 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) were given 
the opportunity to conduct internal training on the 
Collective Skills Trainer.                      Courtesy Photo
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R-Day in Photos: First day at West Point for Class of 2022

Class of 2020 Cadet Christopher Landin welcomes and gives strict instruction 
to new cadets assigned to Cadet Basic Training company, Alpha Company 
“First Cav,” in Thayer Hall during Reception Day Monday.          
              Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

A new cadet is fitted by Olivia Arroyo for the one of many uniforms he received 
at WB-4 during Reception Day Monday.                      Photo by Eric S. Bartelt/PV

New cadets from the U.S. Military Class of 2022 take the oath of allegiance 
Monday in Thayer Hall.                    Photo by Bryan Ilyankoff/PAO

After receiving their initial issue, new cadets in the U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2022 are led to their next mission by marching as a group for the first 
time.                                                      Photo by Mike Lopez/PAO

A new cadet 
learns to salute 
as he reports 
to the cadet 
in  the sash. 
N e w  c a d e t s 
are required 
to  repor t  to 
senior cadets 
to demonstrate 
fundamenta l 
m i l i t a r y 
sk i l ls  under 
pressure.         
Photo by Mike 
Lopez/PAO
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Cadet Summer Training: Heroes of the Week for July 5

Class of 2019 Cadets Hunter Whitney and Austin 
Seamands, CBT I

Spc. Jesus Pantoja, 
Task Force Falcon

Class of 2019 Cadet Gino Nicosia, CFT II

Class of 2019 Cadet Madeline Ryu, SGR II

S g t .  C h r i s t o p h e r 
Routowicz, Air Assault 
School

As the head medic assigned to the Air Assault 
detail, Sgt. Christopher Routowicz worked closely 
with the detail to coordinate the various medical 
tasks that were demanded for the course. He 
has led his six-person medical team effectively 
and efficiently. He ensured that there was 
always enough medical coverage, even when 
split amongst multiple Air Assault classes. On 
multiple occasions, the Air Assault instructors 
commended his ability to manage the significant 
medical requirements needed for training.

As the day battle captain, Class of 2019 Cadet Gino Nicosia 
has gone above and beyond to accomplish both the 
responsibilities of the battle captain while also assisting 
other staff members in theirs. Nicosia detected an issue in a 
report that was submitted, which led to the discovery of an 
accountability issue. Nicosia remained calm and developed 
an organized timeline of events to brief key personnel on the 
matter, and aided in locating the missing person. Nicosia 
also prepared the brief to be given to the dean during her 
visit, and precisely explained the purpose and duties of the 
tactical operations center that he runs. A lot of the success 
that Task Force Pace has achieved is because of Nicosia 
and his dedication to success.

Class of 2019 Cadet Madeline Ryu is the Summer Garrison 
Regimental Hero of the Week for the second week of the detail. 
Ryu went above and beyond what is expected of her as the 
S6 and planned a cadre outreach event to the Montrose VA 
Hospital. Ryu arrived a few days later than her peers after 
taking the MCAT, but got up to speed almost immediately 
and took the initiative to set up two outreach events for our 
cadre. Last weekend, she organized for cadre to help put on a 
barbecue for patients in the long-term psychiatric geriatric unit 
of the VA Hospital. Each cadre member was paired up with a 
veteran and helped bring them their food, ate and talked with 
them, and joined them in a game of Bingo. All of the veterans 
were very happy to have us there and thankful that we came to 
spend time with them. Ryu demonstrated the initiative to make 
this great event happen, earning her the Summer Garrison 
Regimental Hero of the Week. 

Every morning, when the sun shines on Task Force Hottell, everyone knows who to thank: Class of 
2019 Cadets Hunter Whitney (left) and Austin Seamands (right). These two red-blooded American 
warfighters worked tirelessly on the R-Day OPORD, and were critical to the successful execution of 
the R-Day ROC Drill. Whitney and Seamands not only led the way in the office, but every time they 
are out training, they are continuing to be set the example and lead CBT I to success.

Spc. Jesus Pantoja continues to show that he is a 
future leader in the Army by taking on increased 
responsibility and initiative with conducting 
services and installing O-2 parts in the motor pool, 
which reduced the amount of time vehicles in the 
battalion are non-mission capable. This week, he 
has was solely responsible for repairing over 20 
faults that were identified during the operator’s 
preventive maintenance checks and services or 
his QA/QC of the vehicle. Pantoja has not only 
been supporting the battalion’s maintenance 
program, but also the maintenance team for West 
Point’s LRC. This week, Pantoja has assisted the 
LRC civilian mechanic in the recovery of 3 PREPO 
vehicles from various training sites across the 
USMA training area. Pantoja volunteered to be 
on ADVON to arrive to USMA early to assist in 
line haul operations, recovery operations and 
assist with any on-the-spot maintenance issues 
for rolling stock that was dead lined before motor 
pool operations were established.
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Followership to leadership: From CLDT to 
LTP, the transformation of CBT and CFT cadre

From the Foxhole...
‘From the Back 40’

Capt. Jannelle Allong-Diakabana
Department of Military Instruction

Members of the classes of 2019 and 2020 
assume leadership roles and higher levels of 
responsibility for Cadet Basic Training and 
Cadet Field Training upon the completion 
of Cadet Leader Development Training and 
Leadership Training Program this week. 

Most of these cadet cadre have been 
executing military training since the end of 
May. They participated in multiple weapons 
qualification ranges, land navigation courses, 
a 10-day long field training exercise, combined 
arms live fire exercise, and validated the 
training they are responsible for leading for the 
classes of 2021 and 2022 during CFT and CBT.  

Upon CLDT graduat ion and af ter 
completing recovery operations successfully, 
a majority of the cadet cadre for CBT and CFT 
will dive immediately into their appointed 
summer leader positions.

CLDT is the capstone military training and 
educational event at West Point, which focuses 
on developing cadets’ aptitude to lead American 
Soldiers under stress. 

This training event is a graduation 
requirement and assesses cadets when they 
serve as either platoon leaders, platoon 
sergeants or squad leaders. 

LTP is comprised of a 14-day training 
program that certifies the Soldiers of Task Force 
Falcon, as well as the cadet cadre. Cadets were 
immersed in doctrine associated with the tasks 
they are charged to train new cadets and rising 
Yearlings. 

Class of 2019 Cadet Talitha Peace had 
experience serving as a squad leader last 
summer during CBT, and she held the same 
position during CLDT. 

“Controlling my subordinate teams during 
missions this summer was a greater challenge 
than leading new cadets last summer,” Peace 
said. “Peer leadership is really difficult.” 

Peace thought the transition from follower 
to leader would be difficult but through mission 
preparation, execution, after action review and 
recovery, she discovered that, “If you have faith 
in your peers, they will follow you as you had 
to follow them on previous missions.” 

Peace is adamant that CLDT was the most 
beneficial training she has received in her cadet 
career thus far.

As a result of participating in CLDT 
immediately following the academic year, cadet 
cadre are able to apply lessons learned from 
military science courses to the field. Not only is 
the science of leadership tested, but also the art. 

“Peer leadership is critically important for 
both individual and group success in CLDT,” 
Class of 2019 Cadet David Bindon, CFT 
Commander, said.

During this high operation tempo of CLDT 
and LTP, cadets complete multiple iterations 
as either members of the squad or platoon 
leadership. As a result of constant assessment 
and evaluation, the classes of 2021 and 2022 
are very fortunate to have the caliber of cadet 
leadership they will fall under this summer. 
This summer’s CFT commander and command 
sergeant major are two strong leaders who 
absorbed all the lessons learned that CLDT and 
LTP had to offer.

Class of 2019 Cadet Tony Smith, a 
regimental operations sergeant major for CBT, 
served as the weapons squad leader during his 
CLDT rotation. He was glad for the opportunity 
to lead for multiple operations. 

“Serving as the weapons squad leader 
engrained in me the importance of conducting 
pre-mission combat checks and inspections,” 
Smith said. 

During his first mission as the weapons 
squad leader, Smith said, “We had only one 
weapon working towards the end of a mission.” 
He and his squad quickly learned the necessity 

of weapons maintenance, the importance of 
being detail oriented and their role in the overall 
troop leading procedures. 

Most importantly, Smith emphasized how 
CLDT increased his decisiveness that he has 
used already during preparation and rehearsals 
for the reception of the Class of 2022. 

“CLDT allowed me to make decisions in 
front of people and possess the confidence to 
relay a mission to my subordinates and watch 
them execute,” Smith said.

Col. William B. Ostlund, director of DMI, 
is pleased with what he has seen post-CLDT.  

“I am impressed with the use of the 
eight-step training model, to include the 
AAR process and the fact we better ourselves 
between iterations, between days and between 
details,” Ostlund said. “I also appreciate 
the cadet leaders’ focus on efficient and 
effective use of time to better their force. Their 
collective initiative and agility displayed while 
confidently issuing orders then rehearsing the 
same is rewarding.  

“CBT and CFT should be exciting and 
subsequent academic year fruitful as we inject 
great plebes, team leaders and upper class 
leaders back into the Corps,” he added.

Cadre development for this summer’s cadet 
leadership does not end with CLDT and LTP. 

Bindon said, “My goal as the CFT 
commander is not to create ruthlessly cut-
throat cadet corporals who look out for their 
own achievements, (it) is to create leaders of 
character who are effortlessly dedicated to the 
needs of those around them.” 

Both he and his command sergeant major, 
Class of 2019 Cadet Hayden Trainor, intend 
on emphasizing the importance of “being the 
best teammate.”

Trainor states that CLDT was critical in 
reminding him, “That you cannot lead others 
if you first cannot learn to follow.” 

During the Leadership Training Program, cadet cadre send situation reports 
to their higher headquarters after receiving enemy contact.      Courtesy Photos

Cadet Basic 
T r a i n i n g 
Cadet Cadre 
conducting 
supply and 
equipment 
i s s u e 
rehearsals 
i n  N o r t h 
A r e a  i n 
preparation 
to receive 
New Cadets 
f r o m  t h e 
C l a s s  o f 
2022. 
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Vacation Bible School

The West Point Vacation Bible School will be held from 
9:30-11:30 a.m. July 31-Aug. 4. 

The Bible school will teach about Daniel’s courage while 
captive in Babylon. Registration is open to children entering 
kindergarten through fifth grade. 

Children in sixth grade and up may register as a youth 
participant and assist with the younger children. 

On Aug. 4, we will celebrate Family Day. Our program is 
run by volunteers—please sign-up to help out. Volunteers with 
younger than school-age children should register by June 1 to 
secure a spot in childcare. Register at vbspro.events/p/wpvbs.  

For more details, contact Donna Schlegel at dmschlegel@
gmail.com  or Desrae Gibby at desraegibby@msn.com. Find us 
on Facebook at West Point Vacation Bible School 2018.

West Point Lending Library
The West Point Community Lending Library at 126 

Washington Road is located on the second floor. 
WPFH library has a variety of books to choose from, 

such as children’s books, drama, history, mystery, best sellers, 
biographies, etc. The library is now open during business hours 
everyday and is ready for visitors to come check out books, 
study, do homework or stay and enjoy its tranquil reading room.  

Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a rising sixth grader at West Point Middle 

School and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located 
at 306D Alexander Place on West Point. The purpose of the LFL 
is to share books, bring people together and create communities 
of readers. 

The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book 
exchanges numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries. 

The mission of the LFL is to encourage children to read 
during the fall months. Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days 
a week. To learn more, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Career Tracker ‘Lunch and Learn Sessions’

HQDA G3/5/7 is conducting virtual Army Career Tracker 
(ACT) “Lunch and Learn Sessions” every Wednesday at 1 p.m. 

The sessions are designed to benefit careerists in all career 
programs at all levels and grades, enabling them to better leverage 
ACT for professional development.

Visit the CP29 page in ACT for training, education and 
professional development opportunities at https://actnow.army.

Let’s Play at the Park!
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel is offering 

“Let’s Play at the Park!” weekly sessions from 10-11:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays. Get out of the house or hotel room and join them at 
various parks around West Point for a time of fellowship and 
playtime for your kids. Upcoming events include:

• Tuesday—Round Pond (join them for beach and 
swimming fun);

• July 17—Boundless Park on Biddle Loop (by Post 
Chapel Annex);

• July 24—Dragon Park (between Heath and Patterson 
Loops in Stony II),

• July 31—No play date. Come join us at Vacation Bible 
School;

• Aug. 7—Round Pond. Join us for beach and swimming 
fun.

For details, contact wp.pwoc@gmail.com or join them on 
Facebook at West Point PWOC.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

The church will also hold a Vacation Bible School for 
children up through 6th grade, free of charge from 6:15-8:45 
p.m. Monday-July 13. 

A separate program for teenagers will be held from 6:15-8:45 
p.m. July 16-20. 

For details or to register for the VBS, visit the church website 
at www.gracebaptistny.org.

Trailside Discovery: Nature Day Program
There is no better place for your child to spend time in the 

great outdoors this summer than at Trailside Museums and Zoo.
The Trailside Discovery nature day program will be your 

child’s up-close and personal introduction to local wildlife and 
ecology. They will have fun and get their hands dirty.

Children will be immersed in the natural world through 
hands-on activities and exciting games they are bound to enjoy. 

Sessions run from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday through Thursday. 
There is a fee for each session. 

• Session 1: Monday-July 12 (For children entering first and 
second grades);

• Session 2: July 16-19 (For children entering third and 
fourth grades);

• Session 3: July 23-26 (For children entering fifth and sixth 
grades);

• Session 4: July 30-Aug. 2 (For children entering seventh 
and eighth grades).

For details, visit the Trailside Discovery website at www.
trailsidezoo.org/education/trailside-discovery-summer-
program or call 845-786-2701, ext. 293.

West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market
The West Point-Town of Highlands Farmers Market is 

enjoying its 19th year of giving the best that the Hudson Valley 
has to offer. 

Every Sunday from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. through Oct. 28, visit 
the farmers market and enjoy a variety of offerings from fresh 
produce to pickles, meat and eggs to artisan cheese and honey 
to fine baked goods, and other specialty items. 

Craft your one-stop farm to table experience. You’ll find 
everything you need for your Sunday dinner, weekly meals, 
sweet satisfaction and more.  

Enjoy and participate in its weekly special events, which 
include: arts and crafts exhibits, community and military 
appreciation day, Things to Do Day, Pumpkin Fest and kids 
activities. 

Follow them on Facebook for weekly happenings at West 
Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market and Instagram @
WPTOHfarmersmarket.

JBK Football conditioning camps
The Junior Black Knights Football team will hold conditioning 

camps every Monday and Wednesday in July. 
The camp will be held from 5-7 p.m at Ficken Field in 

Highland Falls. These camps are free and open to all boys and 
girls interested in playing football or cheering.

You do not need to be registered to particapte at the camps. 
However, registration will be available during camps 

to participate during the season. Like JBKFOOTBALL on 
Facebook.

Bethel Woods participating in Blue Star Museums
The Museum at Bethel Woods will take part in Blue Star 

Museums, a collaboration among the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Blue Star Families, the Department of Defense and more 
than 2,000 museums across America to offer free admission to 
the nation’s active duty military personnel and their families 
through Labor Day. 

The program provides families an opportunity to enjoy the 
nation’s cultural heritage and learn more about their community, 
especially after a military move. A list of participating museums 
is available at arts.gov/bluestarmuseums.

The free admission program is available to any bearer of a 
common access card, a DD Form 1173 ID card (dependent ID) 
or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which includes active duty U.S. 
military—Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as well 
as members of the National Guard and Reserve, U.S. Public 
Health Service Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned 
Corps - and up to five family members. 

The museum summer hours are 10 a.m.-7 p.m. through Sept. 
3. Also, the Museum at Bethel Woods will offer $5 admission 
two hours prior to show time for all evening concerts. 

 Call ahead to verify museum hours after Sept. 3 and on 
concert days. Access to the grounds is closed on Pavilion concert 
days. 

The monument continues to be open to visitors seven days 
a week, all year long via West Shore Road.

mil. “Like” CP29’s new Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
ArmyCP29/. 

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Cynthia Laudato at 845-

569-3252 or email cynthia.laudato@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 

or email gfunaro@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
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Summer fun has begun with Leisure Travel Services
Come to Leisure Travel Services to get your Six Flags Great 

Adventure tickets.
One Day Pass: $54 
• Includes admission to Great Adventure & Safari;
• Regularly $79.99 at the gate.
Parking Pass: $21
• Must purchase with an admission ticket.
Gold Season Pass: $85  
A $200 value that includes:
• Unlimited visits to Great Adventure and Hurricane Harbor, 

including Fright Fest and Holiday in the Park; 
• Comes with a season parking pass; 
• Visit any Six Flags throughout the United States.
Tickets can be purchased in person at the LTS offi  ce located at 

683 Buckner Loop (next to Subway) or by calling 845-938-3601.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

Wildlife Explorers
Discover nature in your local park with the Outdoor 

Recreation staff . This new program will be held Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Round Pond Recreation 
Area. The upcoming dates are:

• Nature Doesn’t Rest: Walk the Park—Tuesday. Observe 
animal sightings, interesting plants, the pond and potential 
animal nests. 

• Exploring Essentials—July 12. Making Camp, intent 
to suggest camping can be fun. Wake up your ears, intro to 
sounds within the park.

• Homey Habitats—July 17. Explore and wonder about 
where wild animals live. 

• Critters Big and Small—July 19. Encourage the 
fascination with insects and contribute to breaking down 
any fears of bugs.  

There is a minimal cost per session or pay for all six 
sessions. For more details, call 845-938-2503. To register 
online at http://go.usa.gov/xQewj.

FOR THE FAMILIES
Day trips with Leisure Travel Services 

• Liberty State Park—Wednesday. Leave West Point at 9 a.m. 
Leave LSP at 4 p.m. Enjoy the day at Liberty State Park, take 
a stroll on the two-mile riverfront promenade or catch the ferry 
to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. In addition, explore the 
Liberty Science Center that brings the power, promise and pure 
fun of science and technology to people of all ages.

• Giglio Fest—July 15. Leave West Point at 10:30 a.m. 
Leave Brooklyn at 5 p.m. In Italian Williamsburg, Brooklyn, the 
residents of the community look forward to the annual Giglio 
Feast held every July since 1903.  

This event is in a neighborhood fi lled with vibrant shops 
and eateries.

There is a nominal transportation fee. 
For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

MWR Summer Movie Series
Join MWR for its outdoor movies shown on a giant infl atable 

movie screen. Bring your own blankets and chairs.
Movie concessions will be available for purchase. Free to 

the public. The scheduled movies and dates are:
• “Coco”—8:45 p.m. July 14 at Trophy Point;
• “Ferdinand”—8:30 p.m. Aug. 12 at H-Lot Fields;
• “Sherlock Gnomes”—8 p.m. Aug. 31 at H-Lot Fields.
For more information, call 845-938-0123.

The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op 
The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op is looking 

for new members. The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible 
patrons with children ages 6 weeks to 5 years, who are looking 
to workout while having their child participate in a volunteer-
facilitated childcare. 

In exchange for their child’s participation, co-op members 
agree to support other members and assist with the supervision 
of children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested in participating, contact the CYS 
Outreach Services Offi  ce at 845-938-3969.

Horseback riding lessons
The Morgan Farm horseback riding lesson program is now 

open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages 
5 and up. Lesson packages are available. 

For more details, call 845-938-3926.

Arts and Crafts Summer Camps
Arts and Crafts camps will run from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. the weeks 

of July 10 and 24, Tuesday through Friday each week. 
Parents will provide lunch and a snack each day. On each 

Friday, there will be a pizza party for lunch. There is a fee per 
child. Open to children entering grades 1-6. For details, visit 
westpointartsandcrafts.com or call 845-938-4812.

See the Point! 
If you are a new fi fth through eighth grader in the West Point 

community, join School Support Services and experience the 
many opportunities off ered at West Point, to include a guided 
tour of West Point Middle School, a visit to Morgan Farm to see 
the Army mules, bowling at the Bowling Center, plus visits to 
the Arts & Crafts Center, Golf Course and more. 

There are three dates to choose from—July 19, 26 or Aug. 
2 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Building 500. Bring your lunch and 
comfortable walking shoes. To register, call 845-938-2092.

SAC Summer Camp registration
West Point School Age Center’s Summer Camp Care 

registration is ongoing now. You can register your children 
through militarychildcare.com. 

Children in grades K-5 registered with CYS Services are 
eligible for the camp. SAC off ers summer camp care during the 
months of June through September. 

Hours of summer camp operations are 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

CYS Services spring sports programs
West Point families, as it inches closer to the beginning of 

the summer season, Child, Youth and School Age Services is 
excited to announce that it’s adding a new sport.  

For the fi rst time, it will off er a youth fl ag football league 
for ages 5-6, 7-8 and 9-11, with its T-ball, baseball and soccer 
leagues. We look forward to seeing you out there. 

For details, call 845-938-8896.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, 
learn and make new friends. 

Pre-registration is not required. There’s always something 
fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

2018 Round Pond Reservations
Round Pond reservations for 2018 are ongoing for all eligible 

personnel. Reservations can be made between 9 a.m.-5 p.m. every 
day by calling 845-938-8811.

Standup Paddleboard Yoga
A fun yoga class, Standup Paddleboard Yoga, will be held 

from 10-11:30 a.m. Saturday and July 28 at the Round Pond 
Recreation Area. Never been on a paddleboard? New to yoga? No 
problem. Anyone can do it. Fun for all levels. There is a nominal 
fee for the class which includes all the equipment. 

Register online at westpoint.armymwr.com. For more 
details, call the Outdoor Recreation Equipment Rental Center 
at 845-938-0123.

Champagne Sunday Brunch
The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. every 

Sunday through Nov. 11 at the West Point Club. 
Each week the club’s executive chef and his team present a 

diff erent menu including action stations and desserts. 
There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or visit 

www.thewestpointclub.com.

Now open—Bistro 603 at the West Point Club
Check out the West Point Club’s new Bistro 603. The Bistro 

is open from 7 a.m -10 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Breakfast is served from 7-10 a.m., lunch is served from 11 

a.m.-2 p.m., while Grab and Go is available all day. It is open 
to the public. 

For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. For more 
details, call 845-938-5120.

West Point Golf Course is open for the season
The West Point Golf Course is open Tuesday through Sunday 

with fi rst tees at 8 a.m., while Mondays it will open at noon or 
be closed for a private event. 

Make your tee times online at www.golfatwestpoint.com or 
call at 845-938-2435. 

West Point Bowling Center’s pizza delivery hours
The West Point Bowling Center delivers pizza seven days 

a week.
• Sunday-Thursday—3-8:30 p.m.;
• Friday and Saturday—3-9:30 p.m.
For details, call 845-938-2140.
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The movie schedule wasn’t updated at press time.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
KACH Family Readiness Group 
information

For current staff and incoming staff 
at Keller Army Community Hospital, the 
following information is provided to assist 
you with family readiness:

• Family Readiness Group Leader—
Tammie Persaud-Cruz Total;

• Army Family Program POC—Sgt. 1st 
Class Matthew Van Auken.

Call 845-938-0115 for all  Family 
Readiness issues.

Do you want to change your network 
provider?

Did you know? If you would like to 
see a different network provider than the 
one issued by TRICARE on your referral 
authorization, you have the option to request 
a change to another network provider.  

You can log on to www.humanamilitary.
com to see a directory of network providers. 
Contact TRICARE East at 1-800-444-5445 
to request a change. 

KACH Primary Care offers sports/
school physicals and immunizations

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Primary Care Department is opening 
dedicated clinics on Aug. 8 and 22 to ensure 
that incoming children and those unable to 

make an appointment earlier in the summer 
have their physicals prior to the start of the 
school year.  

This dedicated clinic is a mass school 
physical day and you can expect lines at the 
various stations. 

Through recent experience, these lines 
are usually not long.  We are making every 
effort on this day to have your child see 
their Primary Care Manager.    

This is also the time to review your child’s 
immunizations, and prepare additional 
documentation for the administration 
of medications during school hours or 
emergency instructions for children with 
known allergies. 

Obtain the necessary forms from the 
appropriate school nurse, complete the 
parent’s portion and bring them to your 
child’s appointment along with all copies 
of your child’s immunizations.  

If there is a possibility that your 
child’s immunizations are not in their 
electronic health record, please stop by the 
Immunizations Clinic prior to your child’s 
appointment.

Appointments will begin at 1 p.m. each 
day.

Call 845-938-7992 or 800-552-2907 
to request an appointment for a school or 
sports physical.

• Ice Cream Sundae event: Kick back 
and enjoy a delicious ice cream sundae from 
1:30-2:30 p.m. Tuesday at 126 Washington 
Road. 

Pile on syrup, sprinkles, candy, fruit, 
mix-ins and the works to create your own 
delicious sundaes. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Friday. 

• Melody in Motion: Come celebrate 
summer by swimming with the fi shes, singing 
campfi re songs, waving ribbons, dancing with 
scarves and shaking a parachute from 9:30-11 
a.m. July 19 at B126 Washington Road.

We’ll learn about ocean animals and 

summer safety while listening to a variety 
of music. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by July 16.

• National Night Out: DES/WPFH/
Garrison will be hosting National Night Out 
from 4-7 p.m. Aug. 7 at B126 Washington 
Road. 

Join us and the public service organizations 
on post as we recognize this nationwide 
campaign for safe streets, celebrated across 
the U.S. on this date.

• Reminder: All events are free and open 
to current West Point residents.

West Point Band presents 
Independence Day celebration
Story and photo by the West Point Band

The West Point Band will present its annual 
Independence Day celebration with fi reworks 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. 

In case of inclement weather, this outdoor 
concert will move to 7:30 p.m. Sunday.

This annual favorite is free and open to all, 
and will feature performances by the West Point 
Concert Band, the band’s fi eld music group the 
“Hellcats,” and America’s favorite party band, 
the Benny Havens Band.  

There’s no better way to celebrate America’s 
independence than with the Army’s oldest band. 
Grab a blanket, bring a picnic and enjoy a wide 
variety of music ranging from traditional fi eld 
music to today’s popular hits and everything 
in between.

As always, this performance concludes 

with a spectacular fi reworks display over the 
Hudson River. 

This ever-popular concert draws a big 
crowd, so be sure to arrive early to get a good 
spot on the hill. 

For information and to RSVP, visit www.
westpointband.com.

Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization and 
continues to provide world-class music to 
educate, train, and inspire the Corps of Cadets 
and to serve as ambassadors of the U.S. Military 
Academy and the Army to local, national and 
international communities. 

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com.   

West Point Band news can also be found 
by following us on Facebook, YouTube and 
Twitter.

The West Point Band will present its annual Independence Day celebration with 
fi reworks on at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

Lightning Safety: The Shocking Truth
By Chris Hennen
Emergency Manager, DPTMS

Summer is the season for one of the nation’s 
deadliest weather phenomena—lightning. 
Lightning strikes year round, and sometimes 
with deadly consequences.

Lightning ranks second only to fl ooding as 
the primary storm killer in the U.S., killing more 
than hurricanes or tornadoes on average. There 
are an estimated 25 million cloud-to-ground 
lightning strikes in the U.S. each year. 

But the real story of lightning isn’t its 
frequency or the deaths, it’s the injuries. Only 
about 10 percent of those struck are killed, but 
of the survivors, most suff er life-long disability. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration urges you to take the threat from 

lightning seriously. 
“When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!” 

If caught outdoors during a thunderstorm, 
remember the “30/30 rule.” 

If the time between seeing lightning 
and hearing thunder is less than 30 seconds, 
lightning is a potential threat. Seek shelter 
immediately. 

Also, don’t be fooled by clear skies after a 
storm; half of all lightning deaths occur within 
30 minutes after a storm passes. 

You have the ability to signifi cantly reduce 
your risk of death or injury from lightning. 
Lightning safety is inexpensive and easy. 

Encourage your loved ones to educate 
themselves on the dangers and safety measures. 
Being a victim of a lightning strike is a 
preventable tragedy—and don’t forget your pets.  
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Army Football welcomes its Class of 2022
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point Football head coach Jeff 
Monken announced a recruiting class of 79 
athletes participating in Reception Day Monday 
at West Point.

The Class of 2022 marks Monken’s fourth 
full recruiting class and includes players from 
23 states.

West Point officially welcomed its newest 
freshman class on Monday for the start of Cadet 
Basic Training.

Monken praised his staff for the hard 
work they put in to get the Class of 2022 to 
West Point. Georgia has the most incoming 
members of the Class of 2022 with 13 joining 
the brotherhood. 

Army welcomed 12 players from Texas and 
10 from Virginia. Six recruits are from Florida 
and five are coming to campus from Louisiana. 

There are four rookies hailing from North 
Carolina and Maryland, while three hail from 
Pennsylvania and California. 

The Black Knights also welcomed players 
from Arkansas, Connecticut, Indiana, Illinois, 
Kansas, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, 
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina and Tennessee.
The Black Knights open the 2018 slate 

on Aug. 31 at Duke with a 6 p.m. kickoff on 
ESPNU. 

Army is scheduled for six home games this 
year, all on CBS Sports Network. 

The Army-Navy Game, presented by 
USAA, is set for Dec. 8 on CBS with a 3 p.m. 
start in Philadelphia. 

For tickets, call the ticket office at 
1-877-TIX-ARMY or in-person at Gate 3 of 
Michie Stadium. 

Fans can also get information and purchase 
tickets at ArmyGameday.com.

   Class of 2022 names 
• Kwantay Anderson  
• Jonathan Andrews     
• Matthew Armstrong     
• Sam Backenstoe        
• Cade Barnard             
• Aaron Baudoux         
• Bryton Belvin            
• Hayden Bollinger     
• Kwabena Bonsu        
• Hunter Brabham      
• Kaelin Byrd               
• Luke Cameron          
• Chris Cameron     

• Wilson Catoe            
• Cameron Clarke     
• Nolan Cockrill         
• Eddie Crutchfield III   
• Cedrick Cunningham Jr.   
• Clay Czyzynski      
• Zion Davis-Thompson  
• Ryan Duran III     
• Sean Eckert             
• Morgan Ernst          
• Ton Evans               
• Ray Gonzalez            
• Holton Greenfield    
• John Bailey Gullatt 
• Kevin Hamilton       
• Kraig Hamilton        
• Zach Harding            
• Will Hetzinger       
• Kamaron Holloway    

• Brooks Hosea             
• A.J. Howard, Jr.           
• Jordan Jackson          
• Caleb John                
• Cameron Johnson    
• Nate Jones       
• Jake Killian            
• Noah Knapp             
• Brendan Knoespel         
• Mason Kolinchak          
• Nick Kotok               
• Andrew Kraatz            
• Miller Kronk            
• Krys Kyle                
• Tyler Lavine             
• Jabari Laws              
• Dan Lord                 
• Ryan Matz             
• Mike Mbony              

• Julian McDuffie    
• Akyah Miranda
• Malkelm Morrison 
• Jalen Moy               
• Scott Murphy             
• Tavores Pearson         
• Kyle Perry               
• Markens Pierre           
• Dean Powell              
• Hunter Richard 
• Michael Roberts         
• Chido Rwakonda           
• Harmon Saint Germain     
• Bailey Schroeder  
• Arik Smith               
• Landry Songer            
• Paul Stanley  
• Ke’Shawn Sullivan        
• Jack Topping 
• Tyhier Tyler            
• Duncan Van Kouteren      
• Brandon Walters         
• Zack Ward                
• JC Watson     
• Michael Williams      
• David Woodward    
• Kemonte Yow  
• Daniel Zuloaga           

Army West  Po in t 
F o o t b a l l  h e a d 
coach Jeff Monken 
a n n o u n c e d  a 
recruiting class of 79 
athletes participating 
in  Recept ion Day 
Monday at West Point.

sPorts
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West Point Summer Softball League Standings
STANDINGS         W   -   L
1. GARRISON        17   -   4
2. LRC/DPW        16   -   5
3. ODIA                 10   -   4
4. ENGINEERS                11   -   6
5. MPs/DES        11   -   7
6. MEDDAC         9   -   7

STANDINGS         W   -   L
7. CLS                      10   -  10
8. STEWART MARINES        6   -   8
9. 101st TASK FORCE        4   -  14
10. MATH                   1   -  16
11. HISTORY/SJA/KACH        3   -  17
Games through June 28.
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Army announces Hall of Fame Class of 2018
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point Director of Athletics Boo 
Corrigan announced June 26 the 15th induction 
class into the Army Sports Hall of Fame.

The Class of 2018 features basketball 
standout and former head football coach Dale 
Hall, baseball great Ed Haydash Jr., swimming 
star Kerry O’Hara, volleyball extraordinaire 
Elita Powell, three-sport star Ed Rafalko, 
lacrosse standout George Slabowski and former 
assistant sports information director Mady 
Salvani.

The honorees will be officially inducted into 
the Army Sports Hall of Fame on Sept. 14. A 
special plaque unveiling ceremony will be held 
in the Kenna Hall of Army Sports inside Kimsey 
Athletic Center, with the formal black-tie Hall 
of Fame Induction Banquet set for Eisenhower 
Hall later that evening. The group will also be 
recognized during Armys West Point’s football 
game against Hawaii the next day at Michie 
Stadium.

The Army Sports Hall of Fame is a subset of 
the Kenna Hall of Army Sports, a comprehensive 
museum displaying Army’s rich and proud 
intercollegiate athletic program. It is located on 
the third floor of the Kimsey Athletic Center, 
Army’s state-of-the-art football training facility.

The announcement of the Army Sports 
Hall of Fame Class of 2018 marks the end of a 
lengthy process that began in the spring. 

A selection committee, representing athletic 
administrators, academic administrators, 
former West Point athletes, graduates and 
representatives from the Association of 
Graduates, began the process of developing a 
workable list from the thousands of athletes, 
coaches and administrators that have represented 
the academy on the “fields of friendly strife.” 

Only individuals that graduated from or 
coached at the academy and those 15 years 
removed from their playing and coaching days 
are eligible. 

The Hall of Fame Selection Committee 
voted and approved the change from five years 
removed to 15 in 2015.

Once the selection committee finalized its 
recommended list, the names were forwarded 
to West Point’s Athletic Committee for review 
and ratification before being passed on to former 
Superintendent retired Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen 
Jr., for final approval. The 15th induction class 
into the Army Sports Hall of Fame brings the 
total number of inductees to 140.

Dale Hall was a six-time letter winner for 
the Cadets in basketball, football and tennis. He 
was a two-time Helms Athletic Foundation First 
Team All-American on the court and the 1944 
Sporting News College Basketball Player of the 
Year. He also earned All-America honors from 
the Converse Yearbook and Argosy Magazine.

Hall led Army to a 29-1 record in his last 
seasons on the hardwood, including 1944’s 
undefeated 15-0 mark in which he averaged 23 
points per game. He was Army’s first player in 
program history to record 30 points in a game.

On the gridiron, Hall was a two-year 
halfback for the football team and a member 

of the 1944 National Championship team. He 
later went on to be the head football coach from 
1959-61 and had a record of 16-11-2.

Ed Haydash, Jr., was a three-year letter 
winner on the diamond for the Black Knights 
and was the first player in academy history to 
earn All-America honors when he garnered the 
accolade in 1963 from the American Baseball 
Coaches. He batted .393 that year to be named 
to the third team. 

He was a two-time First Team All-Eastern 
Intercollegiate Baseball League selection and 
earned wins over Navy during his final two 
seasons. Army was 40-22-1 during Haydash’s 
career and finished runner-up in the EIBL in 
1962 and 1963. Haydash batted over .340 all 
three seasons with the Cadets. He was named a 
second team All-EIBL in his final season. 

Four-time NCAA All-American Kerry 
O’Hara enters the Hall of Fame after a stellar 
career for the Black Knights. The three-time 
NCAA Championship qualifier earned a pair 
of certificates in 1965-66 in the 200 backstroke 
and as a member of the 400 medley relay team. 

At the 1966 NCAA’s, O’Hara placed fourth 
in the 200-yard backstroke, which was a major 
factor in Army finishing 18th overall.

O’Hara set numerous marks during his time 
at West Point. In total, he had a hand in setting 
new academy records 27 times in his career. He 
swam to a National Freshman record in the 200 
backstroke in 1964. 

He helped Army to a 32-4 overall record 
in his three varsity seasons, including a 13-0 
season in 1965-66 when the Cadets set a total 
of 14 Academy marks.

Elita Powell was a four-year letter winner 
for the academy on the volleyball court and 
led the Cadets to back-to-back Patriot League 
championships in 1991 and 1992. 

She garnered first team All-Patriot League 
honors in 1992 and 1993 and still holds the 
record for assists in a single season with 1,534 
in 1993.

Powell also holds the record for aces in a 
match with 13 against Colgate in 1990 and is 
atop the list in career sets played with 484 in 
her four seasons. Powell graduated as the career 
leader in sets played, service aces, assists and 
digs for the Cadets.

The Cadets recorded 106 victories in 
Powell’s four years and went 13-1 over her 
final two seasons on the court. She finished 
undefeated against the Mids in five matches.

Ed Rafalko was a three-sport letter winner at 
West Point, earning a total of seven in his career. 
He earned victories over Navy in football, 
basketball and baseball 
and beat the Mids a 
total of three times in 
1945.

Rafalko earned 
three letters on the 
gridiron, going 22-
5 - 1  o v e r a l l  a n d 
was  a  member  of 
the 1944 National 
Championship team 
that went 9-0, including 
a 23-7 victory over 

Navy that halted a four-game losing streak. He 
was a two-year letterwinner on the diamond 
and was on teams that went a combined 25-3 
in those two years.

Rafalko was part of teams that beat the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and Montreal Royals in 
exhibition games. He was awarded two letters 
in basketball and beat Navy twice on the 
hardwood.

He graduated from West Point in three years 
as part of an accelerated program and retired 
from the Air Force with the rank of major 
general. Rafalko joined the administration at 
the Air Force Academy as athletic director from 
1963-67.

George Slabowski was a four-time All-
American on the lacrosse field for the Cadets 
from 1981-84. He is just the third goalie in 
college lacrosse to be named an All-American 
four times in his career, including being named 
a First Team All-American in 1983. He was also 
on the second time in 1984 and an honorable 
mention honoree in 1981 and 1982.

Slabowski led Army to four straight 
NCAA Tournament quarterfinal appearances, 
highlighted by a run to the semifinal round as 
a senior captain in 1984. Prior to that year, he 
was presented the Ensign C. Marklund Kelly 
Award in 1983 as the nation’s most outstanding 
goalkeeper. 

He graduated as Army’s all-time leader in 
career saves with 603 and held that mark until 
2008. Slabowski is one of only two goalies to 
reach 600 or more saves in a career.

He was the 1984 Army Athletic Association 
Award winner and finished with a 41-14 mark on 
the field during his four seasons. He recorded at 
least a .650 save percentage in three seasons and 
ranked in the top 10 for season save percentage 
three times.

Madeline Salvani has been a familiar face 
in Army Athletics for more than 50-plus years, 
providing service to countless cadet-athletes 
and coaches.

Salvani played an integral role in assisting 
the academy with the integration of women by 
serving as the first female sports information 
director, covering the first women’s varsity 
sports. Even after her retirement in the fall 
of 2015, Salvani has stayed involved in the 
department as the director of research, historian 
and special reports in a volunteer capacity.

As the first female administrator inducted 
to the Hall of Fame, who was not a USMA 
graduate, Salvani served as the first female 
SID in 1976 when women were admitted to 
West Point. 

She has pioneered the industry by breaking 
through barriers such as females not being 
allowed in press boxes, prejudices of women 
in sports and adapting to technology changes 
throughout her tenure.

In her time, Salvani served as the contact 
for women’s basketball, softball, men’s and 
women’s swimming and diving, gymnastics, 
men’s and women’s soccer, men’s and women’s 
track and field and cross country, sprint football, 
golf, men’s tennis, rifle, squash, fencing, 
pistol as well as being part of the day-to-day 
operations of football.

As humble as they come, Salvani has been 
honored with “Best in the District” for her 
media guides by the College Sports Information 
Directors of America (CoSIDA), was named 
the 2001 Eastern College Athletic Conference 
Sports Information Directors Association 
(ECAC-SIDA) University Division Marsh 
Award Winner, the Bob Kenworthy Award and 
received the CoSIDA Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2015.


