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(Above) A combination of cadets and Soldiers participate in the Air Assault 
I class as they practice their skills rappelling from Black Hawk helicopters. 
This challenge is one of the fi nal requirements completed in order to earn the 
coveted Air Assault badge. The Air Assault training at West Point is conducted 
by cadre from The Sabalauski Air Assault School at Fort Campbell, Ky. (Right) 
Participants of the fi rst iteration of Air Assault take part in the graduation 
ceremony where they receive their Air Assault badges. There are four iterations 
of Air Assault at West Point this summer. See Page 5 for a story and photo on 
Air Assault I training.                    Photos by Debra Dalton/PAO and Mike LopeZ/PAO VI
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Children graduate from Strong Beginnings program

Rising kindergarteners graduate from Strong Beginnings, the West Point preschool program, June 8. The Strong Beginnings program helps children develop 
socially, physically, cognitively and also had some classroom study such as reading and math.            Photos by Kathy Eastwood/PV

(Left) Hilary Edward, 
child youth program 
assistant, presents a 
rising kindergartener 
with her diploma June 
8 at the Lee Road Child 
Development Center 
at West Point. (Right) 
Twenty-four children 
relax before walking 
down the ais le  to 
receive their preschool 
Strong Beginnings 
diploma.



3June 14, 2018Pointer View  IN FOCUS: SUMMER LEADERS EXPERIENCE
SLE—rising HS seniors look into academy experience
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy Summer 
Leaders Experience accepts the cream of the 
crop of rising high school seniors. Out of 6,000 
who applied, roughly 1,100 were chosen, and 
that is the amount of participants in the 2018 
SLE from June 2-8 and 9-15 given in two 
iterations of one week each. 

The students—referred to as cadet 
candidates—enjoyed rising at o’dark 30, (5:30 
a.m.) to attend formation, stay in the barracks, 
eat at the mess hall, attend classes, physical 
training and marching cadence, and they get 
to eat Meals Ready to Eat, or MRE, for lunch 
once—without using the included heaters for 
safety reasons.

The SLE program provides rising high 
school seniors interested in an Army career 
exposure to life as a cadet, which includes 
academic, military, physical and character 
development programs, so they can make 
an informed decision to accept a potential 
appointment to attend West Point. The SLE 
also develops and evaluates leadership skills 
and problem-solving abilities of the cadet cadre 
to plan, rehearse and execute training of the 
SLE participants.  

Fifty-five rising junior and senior cadets 
took part in leading the students through their 
challenges.

“The favorite part of the SLE attendee 
is Military Day,” Maj. James Bell, military 
academy liaison officer/admissions, said. 
“They are a great group of students and they 
beat out about 6,000 students who applied. The 
best part is how accomplished they all are.”

On Military Day, the students travel to 
the various military training areas of West 
Point such as Camp Buckner, Marne Obstacle 
Course, Leaders Reaction Course, Military 
Movement Course and the Grappling Pit for 
hand-to-hand combat.

“I would say this is a great test drive,” 
Laurie Gaetano, from the Academy of Notre 
Dame, Villanova, Pennsylvania, said. “As 
a civilian, you don’t know much about the 
military or West Point. We are pushed and it 
does get you to think. I’ve wanted to come to 

West Point since ninth grade and if I don’t get 
in, I will go into the Army ROTC.”

Another student had pretty much the same 
sentiment of the SLE program.

“It’s been exciting and this is what I want 
to do,” Darrell Nixon, from Sarasota Military 
Academy, Sarasota, Florida, said. “I also 
think it was really fun. It pushed me out of my 
comfort zone, but that’s good.”

The cadet summer training task force from 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, home of the 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) taught the 
students the techniques in grappling, military 
movement and the obstacle course.

“Training students like this is a lot 
different than training in basic training or 

military training in the Army, but I like how 
excited they are,” Spc. Spenser Coffee, 101st 
Airborne Division, said. “They all seem really 
motivated.”

The various challenges on Military Day 
provide students with the opportunity to build 
confidence, practice leadership skills and work 
as a team to complete a complex task, exposure 
to tactical movement skills, exposure to basic 

combatives skills and becoming familiar with 
weapons, Army air assets and the Corps of 
Cadets.

By providing the students with military 
exercises and academics, it is hoped they 
are inspired to choose USMA over any other 
higher educational institution. Roughly 30-40 
percent of SLE students are offered admission 
to West Point.

Students attempt to “clear a mindfield” during a challenge at the Leaders Reaction Course June 7 during the Summer 
Leaders Experience, where 1,100 rising high school seniors experience West Point to see if their interest is to attend 
the U.S. Military Academy.

Summer Leaders Experience students practice the techniques that were briefly 
taught to them by cadets and task force members from the 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault) by challenging others to hand-to-hand combat at the 
grappling pit at Camp Buckner.

SLE students participate in the military movement challenge, or “clearing a 
room,” June 7 at Camp Buckner.
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TF Falcon conducts reenlistment for former Ukranian army soldier

From the Foxhole...
‘From the Back 40’

Challenging future leaders in evolving operational environment

By 1st Lt. David Reagan
2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment

WEST POINT, New York—For many 
Soldiers in Task Force Falcon, reenlisting 
while at West Point is becoming a popular 
trend. Seventeen Soldiers from the task force 
have reenlisted during the four weeks since its 
arrival in mid-May. 

While many Soldiers have chosen 
scenic Trophy Point as the location for their 
reenlistment ceremonies, other Soldiers have 
opted to reenlist in front of the cadets they are 
helping to train. One such Soldier who pursued 

this option was Spc. Oleksander Strilchyk from 
Bravo Company (Renegades), 2nd Battalion, 
502nd Infantry Regiment.  

Soldiers and leaders from Renegade 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry 
Regiment broke from marksmanship training 
June 3 at Range 11, to reenlist Strilchyk. 
When the CFT company tactical officer, Capt. 
Bryan Blackburn, found out about Strilchyk’s 
reenlistment, he asked if the cadet company 
could observe the ceremony and support him. 
First Lt. David Reagan, Strilchyk’s platoon 
leader, is the one who approached him about it. 

“I asked Spc. Strilchyk if the cadets could 

watch, and he became very excited about it 
and said absolutely yes and that he would be 
honored for them to be in attendance,” Strilchyk 
said.

Strilchyk began his service to the Army in 
2014. However, Strilchyk’s military service 
dates back to 2001 when he enlisted in his 

native Ukranian army. After 18 months of 
service in Ukraine, Strilchyk spent several 
years out of the military before returning to 
military service in his new home country of 
Israel in 2008.  

Strilchyk’s quest to live the American 
dream came to fruition in 2014. Upon his arrival 
to the United States, he began working on his 
Graduate Equivalency Diploma (GED) and 
enlisted in the Army.  

As an 11B (infantryman), Strilchyk 
completed Infantry One Station Unit Training 
(OSUT) at Fort Benning, Georgia, and was 
then assigned to 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry 
Regiment at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

As a member of Renegade Company, 
Strilchyk has held the positions of 240B 
machine gunner and assistant gunner.  He has 
recently completed the language certification 
requirements in Russian to become a 35P and 
serve as a Cryptologic Linguist.  

All 109 yearlings taking part in the 
CFT marksmanship training with Renegade 
Company gathered around to observe the 
tradition-laden ceremony. 

At the conclusion of the brief ceremony, 
Strilchyk gave an emotional speech to the 
cadets and his fellow Soldiers, in which he 
referenced his journey to the United States 
and how thankful he was to be serving as a 
United States Soldier. Strilchyk went on to say, 
“millions of people hope and believe that (the 
United States) will be able to keep doing what 
it does to maintain order in this world.”  

Strilchyk’s short, yet impactful comments 
reminded the CFT cadets of the great Soldiers 
they will soon be leading but that their service 
protects our freedoms here at home while also 
serving as a beacon of hope across the world. 

Spc. Oleksander Strilchyk reenlists June 3 at Range 11. Taking a break from 
marksmanship training, 109 Cadet Fielding Training cadets (not pictured) were  
in attendance that Strilchyk requested to watch the ceremony.    Courtesy Photo

Capt. Jannelle Allong-Diakabana
Military Police Branch Representative
Department of Military Instruction

From May 27-June 17, first and second 
class cadets were and will be evaluated on their 
leadership potential through their execution of 
core warrior tasks and a field training exercise, 
out at Camp Buckner and various training 
areas, during Cadet Leader Development 
Training. 

CLDT, initially developed in the summer 
of 2008, has evolved tremendously over the 
past 10 years, but none so much as this summer.  

Maj. Travis Onischuk, the Marine 
liaison officer to the Department of Military 
Instruction and appointed officer in charge of 
CLDT, integrated his experience as a Marine, 
training guidance from the department head, 
and technical expertise of members of the 
Military Training Division of DMI, to create an 
innovative and time-efficient CLDT experience 
and “from what I thought was the best way 
to meet (DMI-6’s) intent and train the cadets 
as future leaders in the United States Army.”

According to Onischuk, this summer’s 
CLDT design differed in three overall aspects.  

First, there are significant adjustments 
to the training and assessment of all cadets 
on six warrior skills: rifle qualification, 
land navigation, claymore training, radio 
communications, tactical combat casualty 
care and crew served weapon familiarization 
(M249 Squad Automatic Weapon and M240B 
Medium Machine Gun). 

The second change is the opportunity for 
every cadet participant to plan and execute a 
mission. In previous summers, cadets were 
assigned a small role within one mission and 
not required to plan and resource an entire 
mission themselves.  

The final update includes the combined arms 
live fire exercise (CALFEX), a demonstration 
executed by Task Force Falcon and the U.S. 
Air Force, displaying the utilization and 
synchronization of surface, indirect and 
aviation fires. 

During CLDT, cadets complete five days of 
individual training on warrior tasks, participate 
in a 10-day Field Training Exercise (FTX), and 
training culminates with the CALFEX. 

Overall, the FTX was designed to be 
intellectually and physically challenging 
for cadets. Onischuk believes the motorized 

operations to be intellectually challenging as 
a result on “the addition of vehicles creating 
unique planning and execution challenges that 
cadets were forced to work through.” 

Lanes that involved patrol base operations 
were the more physically demanding since they 
lasted for 24 hours, cadets had limited logistic 
support and they were required to execute four 
different missions in this 24-hour time span.

Class of 2020 Cadet Jennifer Wong, 
Company G-3, states that her CLDT experience 
enabled her to “realize how many moving parts 
there are to planning a successful operation. 
It’s not necessarily just leadership that dictates 
how a mission goes, there are so many factors 
that influence how successful your operation 
is going to be.” 

This was her first time experiencing “both 
the leadership side and serving as a member of 
a squad, which was very cool for me.”

At this point of the cadet 47-month 
experience, first class and second class cadets 
have been deeply immersed in Troop Leading 
Procedures and developing operations orders 
from Military Science classes. 

CLDT is the opportunity to hone those 
See OP ENVIRONMENT, PAGE 5
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skills in a tactical field environment and, according to Onischuk, 
“captures the importance and essence of the TLPs in a stressful 
environment... It requires discipline to work through the troop 
leading procedures, something CLDT demands if a cadet is to 
succeed.” 

CLDT graduation will occur Saturday for more than 1,000 
cadets. This experience will prepare them to join the active force 
as young leaders, who Onischuk states are proficient “in rifle 
marksmanship, land navigation, individual warrior skills, and 
proficiency in the troop leading procedures.”

Class of 2019 Cadet Evan Valdez, Company H-3, 
uses proper camouflage to better conceal himself 
in a patrol base.                         Courtesy Photo

From the HLZ!: Air Assault!
By Cadet David Santos and Cadet McKenzie Bell, Air 
Assault Detail CSM and Air Assault Detail Commander

On June 8, U.S. Military Academy and ROTC cadets, active 
duty Soldiers, National Guard Soldiers, and international cadets 
successfully completed the intense 10-day journey of The 
Sabalauski Air Assault School. 

The instructors, known to trainees as “Black Shirts,” hail from 
the 101st Airborne Division and traveled from Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, to train cadets and Soldiers here at West Point. Their 
mission is to train students on Air Assault operations, sling load 
operations and rappelling. In addition to the “Black Shirts,” eight 
cadet cadre serve in leadership positions for the entirety of the 
four Air Assault courses. 

On  May 26, 180 candidates started the infamous “Zero Day” 
of this course started, with a 2-mile run in combat uniform within 
a time of 18:00, a physical readiness “warm-up session,” and the 
successful negotiation of the Marne Obstacle Course.  

The second phase of this course includes helicopter 
orientation and hands-on portion of conducting sling load 
operations. 

The final phase consists of rappelling with and without 
equipment, from the 40-foot tower and a UH60 Black Hawk 
helicopter.  

The culmination event is a 12-mile road march with assault 
pack containing a detailed and checked packing list within three 
hours.

“The most challenging phase was definitely Phase II with 
the sling loads because there are so many different pieces of 
equipment you need to be able to recognize and know the rated 
capacity for each,” Class of 2021 Cadet Evan Walker, recent 
graduate, said.

The graduating class had the honor of hearing the 
Commandant, Brig. Gen. Steven Gilland, as their class guest 
speaker. 

The graduation ceremony closed with the “Black Shirts” 
recognizing the winner of the culminating 12-mile road march, 
Class of 2021 Cadet Griffin Hokanson, Company E-4, who 

completed the course in the fastest time of 1 hour and 47 minutes,  
as well as the class honor graduate—the highest academic 
performer in the course—Class of 2021 Cadet Nathan Halt, 
Company C-4.  

This is the first of four iterations of Air Assault School hosted 
at USMA.  

This first graduating class consisted of 131 cadets, two 
National Guardsmen, one recently commissioned second 
lieutenant, two Task Force Soldiers, two USMA staff members 
and two foreign national cadets.

The second of the four classes of Air Assault School is in full 
swing, already transitioning into Phase II. 

The third class reported on Sunday and the fourth and final 
class this summer will report this Sunday. 

All participants must successfully complete the Marne 
Confidence Course, two-mile run, four-mile run, six-mile march 
and 12-mile foot march within prescribed standards to earn the 
coveted Air Assault Badge, as well as various aircraft training 
days, which include helicopter orientation flights, sling load 
hookup training and rappelling. 

It has been an honor for these cadets, Soldiers, NCOs and 
Officers to receive training from the Sabalauski Air Assault 
School “Black Shirts.”

All participants of Air Assault School must 
successfully complete a two-mile run, four-mile 
run, six-mile foot march and 12-mile foot march to 
receive their Air Assault badges.        Courtesy Photo
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Cadet Summer Training: Heroes of the Week for June 14

Spc. Gregory Williams, TF 
Falcon 2nd Platoon, 2-502 IN

Class of 2021 
Cadet MacKay 
Phillips, CLDT

C l a s s  o f 
2019 Cadet 
M i c h a e l 
McPherson, 
SGR I

Class of 2020 
Cadet Jaylon 
McClinton, 
SLE

Class of 2019 
Cadet Andrew 
Donahue, Air 
Assault School

“(Phillips) is actively and constantly seeking 
opportunities to help the company. Without 
ever being asked, he helps to set up chow, 
clean up chow, throw away trash, or take care 
of any other detail needed by the company. 
Even when dismissed to finish eating his own 
chow or take care of his own priorities, Phillips 
persists to offer a helping hand. His dedication 
to selfless service has strongly impacted 
the company, and his example has rippled 
throughout the Outlaws, impacting others to 
help out the company and each other. MacKay 
Phillips truly exemplifies what it means to ride 
for the brand.”    —Cadet Capt. Colton Bradley

Class of 2019 Cadet Michael 
McPherson is the Summer 
Garrison Regimental Hero of the 
Week. As a the SGR1 Regimental 
S3 (operations officer), McPherson 
organized a detail to construct 
the Live-Fire Exercise Range. 
The detail completed the range 
in under six hours due to his 
prior planning and on-the-ground 
leadership.

Class of 2020 Cadet Jaylon 
McClinton (kneeling, front row 
center) is an outstanding squad 
leader.  His motivation and 
commitment to his subordinates 
is unmatched in the detail. 
His cadet candidates are by 
far the most disciplined and 
set the standard for the rest of 
the platoon. His exceptional 
leadership has created one of the 
most cohesive squads in SLE.

As the Air Assault S1, Class of 
2019 Cadet Andrew Donahue 
is solely responsible for all 
of  the administration and 
accountability for the Air Assault 
candidates. 

He has worked t i re lessly 
managing the inprocessing for 
both AA1 and AA2 as well as 
consolidating the information 
for each individual that is being 
recycled.

He is the liaison between our 
detail and Julie Sommers in the 
Brigade Tactical Department.

Current Role: Support personnel 
for lane 1 (Platoon Attack) and 
Commo Warrior Skills.

Spc. Gregory Williams (sitting 
in chair) has enthusiastically 
instructed all cadets on his lane 
while maintaining the utmost 
professionalism. He takes time 
each day to provide additional 
instruction on the MBITR radio 
system to cadets as needed. 

Ensures all committee equipment 
is prepared and ready to SP from 
CNB daily. 

Enthusiasm and professionalism 
in teaching cadets has ensured 
TF Falcon’s success
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WPFH residents awarded academic scholarships by BBC Foundation
By West Point Family Homes

West Point Family Homes is pleased to announce that 
four of its residents—Jackson McInvale, Dakota Sabotka, 
Margaret Haley and Joshua Woodruff—have received academic 
scholarships for the 2018-19 school year through the Balfour 
Beatty Communities Foundation.  

In addition to West Point Family Homes, Balfour Beatty 
Communities provides residential property management and 
development services to 55 military housing communities 
throughout the country. 

Jackson is working toward a civil engineering degree, Dakota 
is pursuing a biomedical engineering degree, Margaret will be 
working toward a degree in nursing and Joshua will be pursuing 
a degree in medical engineering.

The Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation scholarship 
program awards academic scholarships to residents living in 
a Balfour Beatty Communities owned community who are 
attending, or plan to attend, an accredited higher education or 
technical institution. 

Scholarship recipients are selected on the basis of academic 
achievement, demonstrated leadership qualities and a commitment 
to community involvement. 

This year, Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation has 
awarded more than 65 academic scholarships for the upcoming 
2018-19 year.

“This group of scholarship recipients left us in awe with 
their passion and dedication to their communities,” said 
Chris Williams, president of the Balfour Beatty Communities 

Foundation. “The foundation is honored to be able to assist 
students in their educational aspirations and look forward to their 
future accomplishments. Congratulations to all of this year’s 
scholarship winners.”

Balfour Beatty Communities Foundation is a nonprofit 
organization which principally focuses on supporting the post-
secondary education goals of residents who live in communities 
owned and managed by Balfour Beatty Communities, LLC. Since 

the scholarship program’s inception in 2009, Balfour Beatty 
Communities Foundation has awarded more than 300 academic 
scholarships. 

The foundation is also committed to honoring military 
personnel—active, wounded and fallen—by supporting 
organizations that assist military service members and/or their 
families. 

For more information, visit bbcommunitiesfoundation.org. 

(Left to right)
D a k o t a 
S a b o t k a , 
M a r g a r e t 
Haley, Jackson 
M c I n v a l e 
a n d  J o s h u a 
W o o d r u f f 
have received 
a c a d e m i c 
scholarships 
for the 2018-
19 school year 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
Balfour Beatty 
Communities 
F o u n d a t i o n . 
Photo by Kathy 
Eastwood/PV  
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Community pushes through annual 5K/10K 

(Above) Participants kickoff the West Point MWR’s 14th annual 
5K/10K and Kids Fun Run June 9 on West Point. (Right) Derek 
Leiter, who is 14 years old, placed third in the Men’s 5K run 
with a time of 19:54 during the annual MWR 5K/10K and Kids 
Fun Run June 9.             Photos by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Commissary hosts festival, open on July 4

The West Point Commissary will be hosting a Healthy 
Lifestyle Festival today-Sunday. 

The Commissary will be open from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. July 4.

West Point Vacation Bible School
The West Point Vacation Bible School will be held from 

9:30-11:30 a.m. July 31-Aug. 4. 
The Bible school will teach about Daniel’s courage while 

captive in Babylon. Registration is open to children entering 
kindergarten through fifth grade. 

Children in sixth grade and up may register as a youth 
participant and assist with the younger children. 

On Aug. 4, we will celebrate Family Day. Our program is 
run by volunteers—please sign-up to help out. Volunteers with 
younger than school-age children should register by June 1 to 
secure a spot in childcare. Register at vbspro.events/p/wpvbs.  

For more details, contact Donna Schlegel at dmschlegel@
gmail.com  or Desrae Gibby at desraegibby@msn.com. Find us 
on Facebook at West Point Vacation Bible School 2018.

West Point Lending Library
The West Point Community Lending Library at 126 

Washington Road is located on the second floor. 
WPFH library has a variety of books to choose from, 

such as children’s books, drama, history, mystery, best sellers, 
biographies, etc. The library is now open during business hours 
everyday and is ready for visitors to come check out books, 
study, do homework or stay and enjoy its tranquil reading room.  

Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a fifth grader at West Point Middle School 

and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located at 306D 
Alexander Place on West Point. The purpose of the LFL is to share 
books, bring people together and create communities of readers. 

The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book 
exchanges numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries. 

The mission of the LFL is to encourage children to read 
during the fall months. Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days 
a week. To learn more, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Career Tracker ‘Lunch and Learn Sessions’

HQDA G3/5/7 is conducting virtual Army Career Tracker 
(ACT) “Lunch and Learn Sessions” every Wednesday at 1 p.m. 

The sessions are designed to benefit careerists in all career 
programs at all levels and grades, enabling them to better leverage 
ACT for professional development.

Visit the CP29 page in ACT for training, education and 
professional development opportunities at https://actnow.army.
mil. “Like” CP29’s new Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
ArmyCP29/. 

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email sharon.seidule@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 

or email gfunaro@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the Testing Center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Executive Resilience and Performance Course 
sign-up

There is an Executive Resilience and Performance Course  
available for West Point staff and faculty scheduled for 
Tuesday and Wednesday at Thayer Hall’s North Auditorium, 
Room 144.

The Tuesday session is a four-hour class designed to train 
Army leaders, company commanders, first sergeants and GS-
12 civilians and above, familiarizing them with resilience and 
performance enhancement skills.

The Wednesday session is an eight-hour class for 
familiarizing junior officers, NCOs and GS-11 civilians and 
below with resilience and performance enhancement skills.

To sign up, navigate to the Executive Resilience 
and Performance Course sign-up page at https://portal.
westpoint.edu/usstaff/g3/training/SitePages/Executive%20
Resilience%20and%20Performance%20Course.aspx.

Once on the site, click the “add new item” button at the 
bottom of the sign-up list and fill out the four required fields 
in the corresponding pop-up window. Be sure to select the 
course appropriate for your needs. Once you’ve filled out all 
the fields, click the “save” button at the bottom of the form 
to add your name to the sign-up list.

For more details, contact Sherrie Lowther, USMA G3 
training officer, at 845-938-5876 or email sherrie.lowther@
usma.edu.

JBK Football conditioning camps
The Junior Black Knights Football team will hold conditioning 

camps every Monday and Wednesday in June and July. 
The camp will be held from 5-7 p.m at Ficken Field in 

Highland Falls. These camps are free and open to all boys and 
girls interested in playing football or cheering.

You do not need to be registered to particapte at the camps. 
However, registration will be available during camps 

to participate during the season. Like JBKFOOTBALL on 
Facebook.

Community
2nd Infantry Division annual reunion

The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 
for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time. 

For details about the association and its 97th annual reunion 
Sept. 19-23 in Jacksonville, Florida, contact Mike Davino at 
2IDA.PAO@charter.net, visit www.2ida.org/2018-reunion/ or 
call 919-498-1910.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

The church will also hold a Vacation Bible School for 
children up through 6th grade, free of charge from 6:15-8:45 
p.m. July 9-13. 

A separate program for teenagers will be held from 6:15-8:45 
p.m. July 16-20. 

For details or to register for the VBS, visit the church website 
at www.gracebaptistny.org.

Trailside Discovery: Nature Day Program
There is no better place for your child to spend time in the 

great outdoors this summer than at Trailside Museums and Zoo.
The Trailside Discovery nature day program will be your 

child’s up-close and personal introduction to local wildlife and 
ecology. They will have fun and get their hands dirty.

Children will be immersed in the natural world through 
hands-on activities and exciting games they are bound to enjoy. 

Sessions run from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday through Thursday. 
There is a fee for each session. 

• Session 1: July 9-12 (For children entering first and second 
grades);

• Session 2: July 16-19 (For children entering third and 
fourth grades);

• Session 3: July 23 - 26 (For children entering fifth and 
sixth grades);

• Session 4: July 30-Aug. 2 (For children entering seventh 
and eighth grades).

For details, visit the Trailside Discovery website at www.
trailsidezoo.org/education/trailside-discovery-summer-
program or call 845-786-2701, ext. 293.

Bethel Woods participating in Blue Star Museums
The Museum at Bethel Woods will take part in Blue Star 

Museums, a collaboration among the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Blue Star Families, the Department of Defense and more 
than 2,000 museums across America to offer free admission to 
the nation’s active duty military personnel and their families 
through Labor Day. 

The program provides families an opportunity to enjoy the 
nation’s cultural heritage and learn more about their community, 
especially after a military move. A list of participating museums 
is available at arts.gov/bluestarmuseums.

The free admission program is available to any bearer of a 
common access card, a DD Form 1173 ID card (dependent ID) 
or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which includes active duty U.S. 
military—Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, as well 
as members of the National Guard and Reserve, U.S. Public 
Health Service Commissioned Corps, NOAA Commissioned 
Corps - and up to five family members. 

The museum summer hours are 10 a.m.-7 p.m. through Sept. 
3. Also, The Museum at Bethel Woods will offer $5 admission 
two hours prior to show time for all evening concerts. 

 Call ahead to verify museum hours after Sept. 3 and on 
concert days. Access to the grounds is closed on Pavilion concert 
days. 

The monument continues to be open to visitors seven days 
a week, all year long via West Shore Road.
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Day trips with Leisure Travel Services (updated) 
• Theater Van to Broadway—today. Leave West Point at 

4:30 p.m. Leave NYC after the show. Purchase half price theater 
tickets at the TKTS booth or enjoy a fun night out on the town.

• Liberty State Park—July 11. Leave West Point at 9 a.m. 
Leave LSP at 4 p.m. Enjoy the day at Liberty State Park, take 
a stroll on the two-mile riverfront promenade or catch the ferry 
to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. In addition, explore the 
Liberty Science Center that brings the power, promise and pure 
fun of science and technology to people of all ages.

• Giglio Fest—July 15. Leave West Point at 10:30 a.m. 
Leave Brooklyn at 5 p.m. In Italian Williamsburg, Brooklyn, the 
residents of the community look forward to the annual Giglio 
Feast held every July since 1903.  This event is in a neighborhood 
fi lled with vibrant shops and eateries.

There is a nominal transportation fee. 
For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

Wanted: Certifi ed and experienced personal trainers 
at the MWR Fitness Center

The MWR Fitness Center is looking for certified and 
experienced personal trainers who can motivate and inspire 
clients. The benefi ts of working at the MWR Fitness Center 
include:

• Create your own hours; and
• Profi table opportunity.
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

Free Fishing Weekend
There is a free fi shing weekend on West Point waters June 

23-24. It is open to active duty military members, retirees, 
DOD civilians and 100 percent disabled veterans only, to 
include their spouses and dependents. 

For more details, call 845-938-2503. 

FOR THE FAMILIES
Arts & Crafts West Point

• Lil’ Impressionists—today, 10:30-11 a.m.;
• En Plein Air Painting/Drawing, grades 5 and up—today, 

9 a.m.-noon. 
Registration required for the above classes. There is a minimal 

fee for these classes.
To register and for more details, visit westpointartsandcrafts.

com or call 845-938-4812.

Father’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday for its 

annual Father’s Day Brunch at the club’s Pierce Room. 
The West Point Club is open to the public. To make 

reservations, visit thewestpointclub.com. For more details, call 
845-938-5120.

The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op 
The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op is looking 

for new members. The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible 
patrons with children ages 6 weeks to 5 years, who are looking 
to workout while having their child participate in a volunteer-
facilitated childcare. 

Champagne Sunday Brunch
The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. every 

Sunday through Nov. 11 at the West Point Club. 
Each week the club’s executive chef and his team present a 

diff erent menu including action stations and desserts. 
There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or 

visit www.thewestpointclub.com.

Now open—Bistro 603 at the West Point Club
Check out the West Point Club’s new Bistro 603. The Bistro 

is open from 7 a.m -10 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Breakfast is served from 7 a.m.-10 a.m., lunch is served 

from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., while Grab and Go is available all day. It 
is open to the public. 

For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. For more 
details, call 845-938-5120.

West Point Golf Course is open for the season
The West Point Golf Course is open Tuesday through Sunday 

Arts and Crafts Summer Camps
Arts and Crafts Camps will run from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. the 

weeks of June 19, 26 and July 10 and 24, Tuesday through 
Friday each week. 

Parents will provide lunch and a snack each day. On each 
Friday, there will be a pizza party for lunch. There is a fee per 
child. Open to children entering grades 1-6. For details, visit 
westpointartsandcrafts.com or call 845-938-4812.

SAC Summer Camp Registration
West Point School Age Center’s Summer Camp Care 

registration is ongoing now. You can register your children 
through militarychildcare.com. 

Children in grades K-5 registered with CYS Services are 
eligible for the camp. SAC off ers summer camp care during 
the months of June through September. Hours of summer camp 
operations are 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.

CYS Services Spring Sports Programs
West Point families, as it inches closer to the beginning of 

the summer season, Child, Youth and School Age Services is 
excited to announce that it’s adding a new sport.  

For the fi rst time, it will off er a youth fl ag football league 
for ages 5-6, 7-8 and 9-11, with its T-ball, baseball and soccer 
leagues. We look forward to seeing you out there. 

For details, call 845-938-8896.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, learn 
and make new friends. Pre-registration is not required. There’s 
always something fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

In exchange for their child’s participation, co-op members 
agree to support other members and assist with the supervision 
of children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested in participating, contact the CYS 
Outreach Services Offi  ce at 845-938-3969.

Horseback riding lessons
The Morgan Farm horseback riding lesson program is now 

open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages 
5 and up. Lesson packages are available. 

For more details, call 845-938-3926.

2018 Round Pond Reservations
Round Pond reservations for 2018 are ongoing for all eligible 

personnel. Reservations can be made between 9 a.m.-5 p.m. every 
day by calling 845-938-8811.

with fi rst tees at 8 a.m., while Mondays it will open at noon or 
be closed for a private event. 

Make your tee times online at www.golfatwestpoint.com or 
call at 845-938-2435. 

West Point Bowling Center’s pizza delivery hours
The West Point Bowling Center delivers pizza seven days 

a week.
• Sunday-Thursday—3-8:30 p.m.;
• Friday and Saturday—3-9:30 p.m.
For details, call 845-938-2140.

FCC provider positions available now
Family Child Care is certifi ed in-home child care for children 

ages 4 weeks-12 years. FCC providers are authorized family 
members who operate as independent contractors in housing 
located on a military installation. 

FCC off ers fl exible hours, a home-like environment and 
lower adult/child ratios. FCC allows providers to make their own 
schedule off ering a full range of hourly, full-day and part-day 
care. Child and Youth Services is currently looking for new FCC 
providers. Family members who live in government quarters on 
West Point are welcome to apply. 

FCC providers receive training and guidance on child care 
skills and the opportunity to provide child care while staying 
at home with their own children. We also off er free advertising 
and referrals. 

For details, call 845-938-8528.

Dinner-To-Go Delivery Service for West Point residents 
The West Point Club’s Dinner-to-Go program runs Monday 

through Friday. 
Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify delivery 

time between 5-7 p.m. or a pick up time between 4:30–6:30 
p.m. and pick up your meal at the West Point Club’s Benny 
Havens Lounge. Delivery service is available for West Point 
Residents only. 

There is a 15-minute authorized parking for dinner pickup 
in front of the club. Servings for four or six are available for a 
nominal fee. 

For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.com or 
call 845-446-5506/5504.
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Friday—“Incredibles 2,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Incredibles 2,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
June 22—“Incredibles 2,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
June 23—“Tully,” R, 7:30 p.m.
June 29—“Deadpool 2,” R, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Suicide prevention table at Keller

George Barnes, West Point’s suicide 
prevention manager, will be manning an 
information table, in the Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic lobby on Friday.

There is no single cause to suicide. It most 
often occurs when stressors exceed current 
coping abilities of someone suff ering from a 
mental health condition. 

Help is available whether you are thinking 
about suicide or you know someone who is.

Additionally, you can schedule an 
appointment with a mental health professional 
or contact the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK (8255).

KACH Patient Advisory Committee to 
meet

The next Keller Army Community 
Hospital Patient Advisory Council meeting 
will be held from 3-4 p.m. June 28, in the 
Brian D. Allgood Ambulatory Clinic, Room 
G59 (ground fl oor).

As a Primary Care Medical Home, we 
want input from you, our patients. The 
Crimson Knight Medical Home holds Patient 
Advisory Council meetings on a quarterly 
basis. 

A Patient Advisory Council is a bi-
directional meeting of the minds and 
intended to play an active role in how our 
practice prioritizes and designs changes that 
will aff ect the patient community.

Some of the things we would like to 
focus on include:

• Patient experience;
• Patient safety;
• Policy and Program development;
• Quality improvement;
• Health care deliver redesign;
• Patient education;
• Patient/Family communication;
• Marketing;
• Professional education;
• Facility design, supplies and equipment 

planning;
• Research and evaluation;
• Current events at KACH.
Please consider joining in and bringing 

your thoughts, ideas, concerns and praise to 
our monthly meetings hosted by the Primary 
Care Clinic Chief and attended by other 
multidisciplinary team members. 

Our goal is to listen to the thoughts and 
ideas from the community we serve and 
make Keller Army Community Hospital a 
better place for those who come here for 
care as well as for those of us who provide it.

KACH Family Readiness Group 
information

For current staff and incoming staff 
at Keller Army Community Hospital, the 
following information is provided to assist 
you with family readiness:

• Family Readiness Group Leader—
Tammie Persaud-Cruz Total;

• Army Family Program POC—Sgt. 1st 
Class Matthew Van Auken.

Call 845-938-0115 for all Family 
Readiness issues.

Do you want to change your network 
provider?

Did you know? If you would like to 
see a different network provider than the 
one issued by TRICARE on your referral 
authorization, you have the option to 
request a change to another network 
provider.  

You can logon to www.humanamilitary.
com to see a directory of network providers. 
Contact TRICARE East at 1-800-444-5445 
to request a change. 

KACH reopens front entrance; returns 
to original parking plan

The front entrance to Keller Army 
Community Hospital is scheduled to reopen 
at the beginning of the day Monday.

Parking will revert to the original plan, 
which is provided on the map (see below).

The Keller command thanks you for 
your patience during the construction of 
the front entrance and during the continued 
construction to improve the facility while 
also providing high quality,  patient-
centered care.

• Father’s Day crafts: Join West Point 
Family Homes to make a Father’s Day craft 
from 3-4:30 p.m. today at 126 Washington 
Road. 

Your child will decorate a pet rock to 
be used as paper weights for dad’s desk. 
Children, please fi nd your own pet rock, wash, 
dry and bring to this event. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com. 

• Outdoor Movie Night: WPFH will 
postpone its Outdoor Movie Night on Friday, 
to a later date. However, MWR is showing 
Despicable Me 3 at 8:45 p.m. Friday at H-Lot 
near the Shoppette.

• Melody in Motion with Desrae: 
Come celebrate summer by swimming with 
the fi shes, singing campfi re songs, marching 
in a parade, dancing with scarves and shaking 

a parachute at 9:30-11 a.m. June 22 at B126 
Washington Road. 

We’ll learn about ocean animals and 
summer safety while listening to a variety 
of music. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Tuesday. 

• Tour of Storm King Art Center: Join 
WPFH for a guided tour of Storm King Art 
Center, in New Windsor June 28. 

The 500-acre, world-renowned, outdoor 
sculpture park and museum features more 
than 100 sculptures. 

We will meet at the art center’s visitors 
center by 12:45 p.m. to go on a tour led by a 
docent at 1 p.m. 

Refreshments provided after the tour. 
Email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by June 25 with 
the number of adults and children attending. 

West Point Band celebrates 
Army’s 243rd birthday Saturday
Story and photo by the 
West Point Band

The West Point Band will 
continue its “Music under the 
Stars” concert series with a 
performance in honor of the 
243rd Army Birthday at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater at West 
Point. 

In the event of inclement 
weather, the performance will 
move indoors to Eisenhower 
Hall Theatre. This concert is 
free and open to all.  

The band’s commander Lt. Col. Tod 
Addison, deputy commander Capt. Richard 
Winkels and Chief Warrant Offi  cer 2 Jonathan 
L. Crane will take to the podium and lead the 
band in an exciting program entitled “The Army 
Goes Rolling Along,” which will commemorate 
the Army’s 243 years of selfl ess service to the 
nation. 

In keeping with tradition, the concert will 

feature a streamer ceremony commemorating 
the campaigns fought by Soldiers throughout 
our nation’s history, as well as a cake-cutting. 
Bring your family and friends, and join the West 
Point Band in honoring the Army’s history with 
a relaxing evening concert under the stars. 

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com.  

The West Point Band will perform in honor of the 
243rd Army Birthday at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Trophy Point Amphitheater at West Point. 
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Army breaks ground on Anderson Athletic Center

sPorts

Army West Point Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan announced June 8 that construction is set to begin on the Anderson Athletic Center, which will be the 
new state-of-the-art home for the Black Knights’ Sprint Football, Softball and Volleyball teams. A lead gift was made possible by Lee (USMA Class of 1961) 
and Penny Anderson. The groundbreaking took place June 8 with (from left to right) Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., West Point Association of 
Graduates Vice President of Development Kristin Sorenson, Sprint Football Head Coach Lt. Col. Mark West, Volleyball Head Coach Alma Kovaci-Lee, Anderson 
and Corrigan taking the initial digs in the dirt.                         Photo by Bryan Ilyankoff/PAO VI

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point Director of Athletics 
Boo Corrigan has announced June 8 that 
construction is set to begin on the Anderson 
Athletic Center, which will be the new state-
of-the-art home for the Black Knights’ Sprint 
Football, Softball and Volleyball teams.

“We have an incredible opportunity to 
offer top-level support for many of our cadet-
athletes thanks to the Anderson Athletic 
Center,” Corrigan said. “Lee and Penny 
Anderson have been transformational for the 
academy and the athletic department. Not 
only have the Andersons been instrumental 
in developing our men’s and women’s rugby 
programs, but have endowed head coaching 

positions and contributed their time and 
mentorship. The building timeline would not 
have been met without the significant support 
of Bill Sandbrook, John and Ellen Drew, and 
Bill and Diane Spurgeon and the Class of 
1981.”

Located between Shea Stadium and the 
Softball Complex, the Anderson Athletic 
Center was originally built in the mid-19th 
century as a boathouse, but the renovation of 
the building will now create a multi-purpose 
athletic facility to enhance the cadet-athlete 
experience across multiple sports. 

These teams and others who will train there 
encompass about 40 percent of those at the 
academy competing at the intercollegiate level.

The first floor of the building will be a 
6,630-square foot strength and conditioning 

training center which will be utilized by sprint 
football, softball, men’s and women’s rugby, 
men’s and women’s track and field and cross 
country, as well as volleyball. On the second 
floor, state-of-the-art locker rooms will be built 
for the sprint football, softball and volleyball 
squads. 

A 500-plus-square foot self-serve nutrition 
center will also be installed to properly fuel 
cadet-athletes to maximize the value of their 
workouts.

“John Drew has been an absolute driving 
force in ensuring our cadet-athletes have what 
they need to win,” Sprint Football Head Coach 
Mark West said. “Whenever the team needs 
support, John is the first one in line asking what 
he can do to help. His remarkable contribution 
to the new Anderson Athletic Center will have 

a lasting impact on the sprint football program 
for generations to come.”

The sports performance coaches shared in 
West’s sentiments that the facility will provide 
a great experience for the cadet-athletes.

“The sports performance staff is very 
grateful for the generosity of our donors, and 
especially to Bill and Diane Spurgeon and 
the Class of 1981,” Director of Strength and 
Conditioning Scott Swanson said. “This will 
be a premier sports performance training and 
nutrition center to allow our cadets the very 
best opportunity to excel. Building this in close 
proximity to each program’s athletic fields 
and courts will allow everyone to get into the 
weight room more frequently, train harder and 
provides the cadets with optimal performance 
fueling to see greater results.”
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Cook finishes season at NCAA Championships
Freshman August Cook competed at the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships Wednesday evening in the javelin throw at historic Hayward 
Field in Eugene, Ore. He recorded his best throw on his second opportunity of the evening  with a mark of 61.10 meters (200-5), so he was able to claim 
his second throw as his best during the second flight and placed 23rd at the NCAA Championships.          Photo provided by Army Athletic Communications

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman August Cook competed at the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships 
Wednesday evening in the javelin throw at historic Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon.

Cook finished an amazing outdoor season for the Black Knights.
He placed fifth at the NCAA East Preliminary Round to advance to the NCAA 

Championships. 
Cook became the first Black Knight since 2011 to make the NCAAs and the first javelin 

competitor since 2004.
After his performance at the NCAA Regionals a couple of weeks ago, he earned the honor 

as the Northeast Region’s Men’s Track Athlete of the Year, which was awarded by the U.S. 
Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches Association (USTFCCCA).

Army notes & highlights
• Cook recorded his best throw on his second opportunity of the evening  with a mark of 

61.10 meters (200-5), so he was able to claim his second throw as his best during the second 
flight and placed 23rd at the NCAA Championships.

• Cook was one of three freshman in the country to throw the javelin at the NCAA 
Championships.

• He was the fifth Army athlete that has thrown the javelin at the championships in the 
history of the program.

Army freshman finished 23rd in the javelin throw at NCAAs

West Point Summer 
Softball League 

Standings

STANDINGS         W   -   L
1. LRC/DPW         10   -   2
2. ODIA                   9   -   3
3. GARRISON          8   -   4
4. MPs/DES          6   -   4
5. MEDDAC          6   -   5
6. ENGINEERS                  3   -   4

STANDINGS         W   -   L
7. CLS                        4   -   6
7. STEWART MARINES        4   -   6
9. HISTORY/SJA/KACH        3   -   7
9. 101st TASK FORCE        3   -   7
11. MATH                  0   -   8
Games through Tuesday.


