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(Above) Superintendent Lt. Gen. 
Robert L. Caslen Jr. said farewell to 
the Corps May 10 during a full brigade 
Cadet Review on the Plain followed by 
a banquet in Washington Hall. (Left) 
Caslen salutes the American flag 
with his wife Shelly and U.S. Military 
Academy Command Sgt. Maj. Timothy 
A. Guden during the Cadet Review. 
(Below left) Caslen, Guden and their 
spouses pose with the brigade staff  
following the Cadet Review. (Below) 
Caslen speaks to the Corps and 
special guests during the banquet. As 
of today, Caslen’s last offi  cial duty as 
superintendent will be Graduation Day 
May 26 with the Change of Command 
set for June 22.   
     Photos by Michael Lopez/PAO VI
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2018 Graduation Week parking and force protection information
Submitted by the Force Protection Office

During Graduation Week, Monday-May 26, 
several traffic revisions and parking restrictions 
will be enforced. 

Please allow additional travel time when 
coming to West Point and driving on and around 
the installation during Graduation Week.

Parking and traffic information for 
Graduation Week—towing will be enforced: 

• North Dock Parking Lot is reserved for 
recreational vehicles only from noon Sunday 
to noon May 27.

• Any West Point personnel going on official 
travel outside the installation during Graduation 
Week must not park in any/all parking lots. 
Contact the Military Police at 845-938-3333 for 
authorized overnight/extended parking areas.

Tuesday
• Parking for the West Point workforce is 

authorized within the Central Area throughout 
the day; however, 30 parking spaces in Clinton 
Lot will be reserved for handicapped parking.

• Traffic control points will be established 
on Cullum, Washington, Ruger and Parke roads 
and traffic will be stopped from entering the 
Thayer Statue area from 10-11 a.m. in support 
of the Wreath Laying Ceremony.

May 25

• In support of the Graduation Day rehearsal, 
Stony Lonesome Road is closed to all vehicle 
traffic from Washington to Mills Road in vicinity 
of Michie Stadium from 5:30-6:30 a.m. 

• Parking for the West Point workforce is 
authorized in the Central Area; however, Clinton 
Parking Lot and the Trophy Point parking lot  is 
designated for handicapped parking only.

May 26—Graduation Day
• All personnel with a valid Department of 

Defense form of identification are encouraged 
to use Washington Gate when entering/exiting 
West Point; all other visitors will use either 
Thayer/Stony Lonesome gates.

• Doubleday Parking Lot is reserved 
only for Protocol from 5 a.m. until after the 
Graduation Ceremony concludes.

• Clinton and Tennis Court parking lots are 
reserved only for handicapped parking.

• Stony Lonesome Road will be closed 
from the entrance of Lusk Housing area to 
Washington Road from approximately 8:30-9 
a.m.  

• Roads in and around Michie Stadium are 
blocked off to all vehicle traffic from 5 a.m. 
until completion of the Graduation Ceremony.

• In support of the movement of cadets to 
Michie Stadium for Graduation Day, Stony 
Lonesome Road will be closed to all vehicle 
traffic from Washington Road to Mills Road 

from 6:30-7:30 a.m.
• When entering Michie Stadium:  
—Family members and guests may enter the 

stadium through security checkpoints at Gates 
4, 5, 6, 6A and 7. 

—Kimsey Center is open for wheelchair 
access only.

—Everyone entering the stadium will pass 
through metal detectors at all gates.

—Large bags, coolers, backpacks, 
unwrapped packages and umbrellas will not be 
allowed into the stadium. 

You are encouraged to use clear plastic bags 
to carry your possessions to speed up processing 

through security.
Safety and security are a paramount concern 

during Graduation Week activities. 
Everyone attending the Graduation 

Ceremony is asked to report any suspicious or 
criminal activities. 

If observing such activities, immediately 
report it to Military Police at the stadium or by 
calling 845-938-3333. 

Visit our Ready West Point webpage for 
more details at https://www.westpoint.army.
mil/readywestpoint.html. 

Remember If you See something, Hear 
something, Say something.

WEST POINT, N.Y.—Approximately 1,000 cadets will graduate from the U.S. Military 
Academy and be commissioned as second lieutenants in the U.S. Army on May 26. The 
following are the main events during Graduation Week at West Point.

Tuesday
• 10:20-10:45 a.m.—Wreath Laying Ceremony at Thayer Statue with the oldest living 

graduate, retired Col. Kermit Dyke, Class of 1940.
• 11 a.m.—Alumni Review and Distinguished Graduate Awards Ceremony, honorees are 

retired Gen. William S. Wallace; retired Lt. Gen. Larry R. Jordan; retired Lt. Gen. Douglas E. 
Lute; retired Vice Adm. Sloan D. Gibson; retired Col. Dana G. Mead; and Thomas C. Barron.

May 24
• 10:30 a.m.—Superintendent’s Award Streamer Review.

May 25
• 11 a.m.—Graduation Parade.

May 26
• 10 a.m.—Graduation Exercise, commencement speaker is Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Graduation Week Activities

The academy is honored to announce that Gen. Joseph F. Dunford, Jr., the 
19th chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will be the commencement speaker 
for the U.S. Military Academy’s Class of 2018. The ceremony is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. May 26.                    Courtesy Photo

Dunford announced as West 
Point Commencement speaker
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West Point hosted 43rd annual HVRS Special Olympics

Graduation Week Schedule 

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Nearly 1,000 athletes from the Hudson 
Valley Region attended the 43rd annual Hudson 
Valley Region Spring Special Olympics May 
5 at West Point. The HVRSSO at West Point 
is hosted by the Behavioral Sciences and 
Leadership Department and Omicron Delta 
Kappa, the National Leadership Honor Society. 
Sports events were held at Shea Stadium, Arvin 
Cadet Physical Development Center, Gillis 
Field House and the North Athletic Field. 
Sporting events included swimming, shot put, 
long and short jump and adaptive sports.

Roughly 1,000 cadet and community 
members volunteered for the event, which 
helped to ensure the large crowd had fun while 
cheering their favorite athlete, and athletes had 
a smooth transition from one event to another.

“We take part in the Special Olympics 
every year,” Lizzy Nesheiwat, coach of the 
Green Vipers team from Dutchess County, said. 
“Athletes are nervous, but they are also excited 
and they always enjoy it.”

The Green Vipers is a respite program and 
recreation club located in LaGrange, New York.

“We give parents and caregivers a break,” 
Nesheiwat said. 

The games began with the parade of athletes 
evoking cheers from the audience as they 
walked the track followed by the traditional 
torch run. A contingent of athletes, cadets and 
community members ran with athlete Stephen 
Bendes, torch runner from the Orange/Ulster 
BOCES Teens. The two-mile torch run began at 
the West Point Middle School, proceeded down 

Washington Road, stopping at North Dock and 
then on to Shea Stadium.

“I have been doing this for all three years 
that I have been here,” Class of 2019 Cadet 
and assistant Cadet-in-Charge Collin Cooley 
said. “This is the best day of the year. It’s great 
seeing the athletes look happy and they always 
have fun.”

Col. Everett Spain, BS&L professor and 
department head, was the grand marshal for this 
year’s games and spoke briefly to the athletes.

“Today is awesome,” Spain said. “Today, 
you are seeing the cadets and the Hudson Valley 
community at their best. We have nearly 1,000 
cadet and community member volunteers here 
and they are having fun. May you all have fun as 
you throw higher, run faster and jump farther.”

Spain then presented awards to the athletes. 
Athlete of the Year was presented to Jimmy 
Kuang, AFYA Foundation in Yonkers, New 
York. AFYA means “good health” in Swahili. 

Coach of the Year was presented to Carlos 
Perez from the Rondout Valley Middle School, 
and Jasmine Sullivan from the Highland 
Huskies team in Highland, New York, received 
the Capt. Andrew Houghton Award, which is 
presented to the athlete who best exemplifies 
the athlete motto, “Let me win. But if I cannot 
win, let me be brave in the attempt.” 

The award was presented by George 
Houghton, father of the award namesake, Capt. 
Andrew Houghton, U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2001 and former Special Olympics 
cadet-in-charge, who died from wounds 
sustained by a rocket propelled grenade in 
August 2004. The award has been presented at 
the West Point games since 2007.

Stephen Bendes of Orange/Ulster BOCES Teens was the Olympic torch bearer 
for the Special Olympics May 5. The run began at the West Point Middle School 
to North Dock and into Shea Stadium with staff, friends, family, cadets and 
Garrison Commander Col. Andrew Hanson.

(Above) Carol LaRose from Horizon Sun 
attempts the ball toss game during the 
West Point Special Olympics May 5. Nearly 
1,000 athletes competed and more than 
1,000 community members and cadets 
volunteered to ensure the athletes had 
fun while participating in sports for their 
team. (Left) Athlete Jimmy Kuang from 
AFYA Foundation in Yonkers, N.Y. receives 
the Athlete of the Year Award at the West 
Point Special Olympics. Also pictured are 
Class of 2018 Cadet Miranda Bass, Class 
of 2019 Cadet Darnell Brown and Special 
Olympics Grand Marshal, Col. Everett 
Spain, department head of the Behavioral 
Sciences and Leadership Department.

To watch the livestream of Graduation online, visit https://www.defense.gov/live.
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Army West Point AD Corrigan up for AD of the Year
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point Director of Athletics Boo 
Corrigan is a finalist for the “SportsBusiness 
Journal” Athletic Director of the Year for the 
2017-18 season. 

When looking at the credentials for a 
candidate of this honor, Corrigan has upgraded 
Army athletics in many of the areas of revenue 
generating, fundraising, winning percentage 
and facility upgrades.  

Not only has he accomplished a lot in those 
areas, he is the humble leader of an athletic 
department charged with the mission to prepare 
1,100 cadet-athletes for a professional life of 
service to the nation as an officer in the United 
States Army. 

“Boo is the best athletic director in the 
country because he knows how to win, how to 
win honorably in accordance with West Point’s 
values,” Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. 
Caslen Jr. said. “Which is so tremendously 
important based on the institution we are. He 
knows how to pick the right people and build 
teams, and he knows how to gain consensus 
across a very diverse organization to accomplish 
any mission that is out there.”

Since arriving at West Point in March 
2011, Corrigan has hit the ground running with 
ticket sales, fundraising, sponsorships, apparel 
and television deals in order to provide an 
extraordinary Division I athletic experience that 
develops leaders of character committed to the 
values of Duty, Honor, Country. 

There is no other institution in the nation 
that values athletics more than the United States 
Military Academy at West Point. Corrigan 
realizes that athletics is a leadership laboratory, 
where cadet-athletes are learning the most 
important lessons of teamwork, discipline and 
peer leadership. He believes that athletics can 
ultimately make them into the best officers for 
our nation. 

“Boo is always out in the community and 
pushes us to be the best athletes we can be,” 
sneior women’s soccer captain Clare Shea 
said. “He also emphasizes our values and our 
academics here at West Point.”

 The 2017-18 year was a busy one for 
Corrigan and the athletic department with 
the transition from a non-appropriated fund 
government entity to a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization. The new Army West Point 
Athletic Association, Inc., was born on March 
1, 2017. 

To enhance the cadet-athlete experience, 
athletics opened and renovated multiple spaces 
and venues in the last year. 

Malek Stadium, the brand new home of 
men’s and women’s soccer teams, now features 
chairback seating and a new multi-level press 
box. 

The new stadium integrates the architecture 
of the area to aesthetically enrich the appearance 
of the Plain. 

Goldstein Field, the new practice field south 
of Michie Stadium, was constructed over the 
summer of 2017 and provides multiple teams 
with more space for practice. 

The Kimsey Weight Room was renovated 
and a nutrition center has been added to give 
cadet-athletes the best nourishment needed 
following workouts and practices. 

Off  the f ie ld,  he spearheaded the 
collaboration between the U.S. Military 
Academy’s Department of History and Nike 
to tell a story through Army’s uniform for the 
annual clash with Navy on the gridiron. 

This past year, the relationship brought forth 
the story of the 10th Mountain Division and the 
Climb to Glory, while in 2017, it was honoring 
the 82nd Airborne Division and its commitment 
to victory on the battlefields in Europe during 
World War II. 

Corrigan has also encouraged athletics and 
the cadet leadership to work together to develop 
programming for sexual assault and harassment 
prevention and mental wellness initiatives. 

These projects included guest speakers, 
development of a mental health peer adviser 
program for each team and ‘It’s on Us’ games 

and ‘One Love’ workshops across the Corps 
of Cadets. 

On the fields of friendly strife, Army has 
made its presence known on the national stage 
after football brought home the Commander 
in Chief’s Trophy for the first time in 21 years 
with a shutout at Air Force and a come-from-
behind victory over Navy on a snowy day in 
Philadelphia. 

The Black Knights then went onto win 10 
games for only the second time in program 
history and win the Armed Forces Bowl in 
dramatic fashion against No. 25 San Diego 
State. 

Army has claimed six conference titles over 
the past two seasons and finished 2016-17 with 
a .585 winning percentage, which surpassed 
the previous year’s record-breaking mark. The 
292 total wins by 28 sports were the highest for 
Army in the 21st century.

He has continued to raise the bar for Army.
“I have been around a lot of athletic 

directors,” Caslen said. “I am on the NCAA 
Board of Governors and Board of Directors, I 
have seen all of them. And I know of nobody 
other than Boo Corrigan who can accomplish 
and do what he has here at West Point and to turn 
around our complete program. There is no one 
else that can do that. Boo Corrigan is the one.”

The 2018 Sports Business Awards are set for 
Wednesday at the New York Marriott Marquis 
at Times Square in New York City. 

The “Street and Smith’s SportsBusiness 
Journal” and “SportsBusiness Daily” are known 
for its news and information that sports leaders 
reference to compete, negotiate and succeed in 
a competitive industry.

Corrigan enters his eighth season at West 
Point this fall and continues to work hard to 
provide the cadet-athletes, coaches and staff, 
with the best resources to support the U.S. 
Military Academy’s mission to develop leaders 
of character that will fight and win our nation’s 
wars. 

Army West Point Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan is a finalist for the “SportsBusiness Journal” Athletic Director of 
the Year for the 2017-18 season.                  Courtesy Photo
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2017-18 cadet club activities

Crew: The Army Crew team competed in the Dad Vail 
National Championship Regatta May 11-12 on the Schuylkill 
River in Philadelphia. 

A total of 98 teams participated this year. The entire team 
performed extremely well with all boats peaking at the right 
time. Each boat had its best race of the season. 

The Women’s Novice 8 won the Gold Medal and were 
the Dad Vail champions in their event. Three other crews 
made the Petite Finals. 

The Men’s Varsity 8 and 4 won the Petite Finals and 
finished seventh overall. The Men’s Second Varsity 8 finished 
eighth overall.

The Women’s Varsity 8 and Men’s Novice 8 finished 14th 
overall. In addition, the Dad Vail Regatta awarded Coach 
Eugenia Kiesling the Matthew J. Ledwith Coaches Award 
for Lifetime Achievement. 

Coach Kiesling has been involved with Army Crew for 
more than 20 years. Much of it with the novice program. The 
victory of the Novice Women’s 8 is a testament to her passion 
for the sport and mentorship of cadets. 

Dad Vail’s capped a great season of rowing for Army 
Crew. The team is poised to maintain a culture of excellence 
and be a team worthy to win.

Project Fortress West Point: 
Bringing the chain to life in an app 
By Class of 2018 Cadets Nick Causey and Hayden 
Cross  

Teaching history with the use of cutting-edge digital 
technologies is nothing new for the West Point Department of 
History. During one of this year’s firstie projects, a team of seven 
cadets with majors ranging from history to computer science to 
information technology and systems engineering put together 
an app that is sure to change the way visitors interact with West 
Point and interact with its history. 

From 1778 and 1783, the Great Chain was the focal point of 
Fortress West Point, the strategic stronghold to ensure American 
control of the Hudson River. The chain has never been seen on 
the Hudson since its removal in 1783…until now.

The chain will be able to be seen on the river with help from 
an augmented reality iPhone application developed by the team. 
Though similar to the better known concept of virtual reality, 
augmented reality is defined as “an enhanced version of reality 
created by the use of technology to overlay digital information 
on an image of something being viewed through a device (such 
as a smartphone camera),” according to the team’s project paper. 

The app superimposes the Great Chain onto the Hudson, 
viewed through your smart phone and tells the story of four 
of the key figures involved in its creation and implementation. 

The app is currently being polished and approved for launch 
on the Apple’s app store and will be available in the near future 
for public use, under the name “Fortress West Point Augmented 
Reality.” 

West Point’s Department of History and Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science sponsored and supervised 
the creation of the app with the intention of expanding the reach 
of public history. 

Offering visitors to West Point a new and visually appealing 
way to learn history, the app combines the newest elements 

of augmented reality 
technology with the 
latest in historical 
research to encourage 
i ts  users  to  learn 
more  about  the i r 
Revolutionary past. 

A portion of the 
team recently traveled 
to Philadelphia and 
presented the app, as 
well as an academic 
paper, at the Museum 
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n 
Revolution. 

In addition to the 
presentation, a panel 
was  convened  to 
discuss the decline in students choosing undergraduate degrees 
focused on history, and how the intersection of digital, public 
and academic history could perhaps reverse the trend.

Although the Fortress West Point team only scratched surface 
of what Augmented Reality has to offer—not only to cadets, but 
also to the American public—the future potential of the project 
is limitless. A new team, comprised of members of the class of 
2019, has already been chosen to expand and build upon the 
progress made this past year, with the ultimate goal of giving 
the public a complete West Point AR experience. 

The team originally planned for the app to be available 
by Projects Day, but due to the infancy of the new technology 
involved with coding augmented reality, it requires special 
functions which Apple has not yet released to the public. 

As the technology becomes available, it will be truly exciting 
to see what the future holds.



6 May 17, 2018 Pointer View  

Calabro Night of the Arts showcases cadet talent, USMA traditions
By Capt. Hannah Williams
Department of English and Philosophy

The Department of English and Philosophy, 
along with the Cadet Fine Arts Forum, 
celebrated cadet creativity at the fourth annual 
John Calabro Night of the Arts April 27 in 
Jefferson Hall.  

At the event, department faculty presented 
awards to cadets for outstanding work across 
a variety of creative and artistic fields such 
as photography, music, studio arts, poetry 
and prose. In addition to the awards, the 
evening included musical performances by 
the West Point Community Big Band under 
the leadership of Staff Sgt. Geoffrey Vidal, the 
cadet a capella group “The Knightingales,” the 
Cadet Strings group and soloist Class of 2018 
Cadet Maddie Crimmins.

The Department of English and Philosophy  
and the Cadet Fine Arts Forum have a long 
tradition of celebrating cadet achievements 
in the arts.  

At an institution known for its excellence 
in engineering and mathematics, these 
organizations are dedicated to fostering talent 
and cultivating diverse perspectives and 
experiences through creative expression.  

The various awards are named for esteemed 
officers that embodied the ideals of leadership 
and love of the arts.  

The O’Donnell awards for poetry and 
prose are named for Maj. Mike O’Donnell 
—artilleryman, English instructor and poet— 
who died suddenly during a military training 
accident in 1992.  

The Sannes-Pinnell awards for visual arts 
honor retired Col. Samuel W. Pinnell, who 
established an endowment on behalf of Elsie 
Sannes-Pinnell to support cadet activities that 

appreciate the visual arts.
Col. David Harper, professor and head of 

DEP, opened the event with remarks about the 
role of West Point as a physical space that has 
inspired art and where art has historically been 
produced. 

Harper showed images from the Hudson 
River School of painting in which the West 
Point Hotel was a prominent feature on Trophy 
Point, and then talked about a future space 
for the humanities and art at West Point as he 
described plans for the West Point Humanities 
Center to be built on the site of the old hotel. 

Reminding the cadets of the value of 
pursuits that challenge them and move them 
from their comfort zone, Col. Harper said, 
“Art allows us to live, to craft, a life above the 
common level and encourages us to see and do 
things more deliberately.”

Held in the Haig Room of Jefferson 
Hall, the event brought in audience members 
representing cadets, faculty and staff members 
from several USMA departments, USMAPS, 
the library, the West Point Association of 
Graduates and the local community.  

Even with so many distinguished guests, 
the cadet awardees and performers were the 
focus.  

While Class of 2018 Cadet Sara Emsley, 
the cadet-in-charge of the Creative Writing 
Program, received first place in both poetry and 
prose and second place in Studio Arts, freshmen 
received first place prizes in Photography and 
Studio Arts, representing a new generation of 
cadet artists. 

Class of 2021 Cadet Angeline Tritschler’s 
photograph entitled “Still Gray” and Class of 
2021 Cadet Cameron Hudson’s lifelike chalk 
drawing “Water” wowed judges and audience 
members alike. 

The evening concluded with the presentation 
of the John Calabro Award for Excellence in 
Leadership and the Arts, which was awarded 
to Class of 2019 Cadet Sean Hurley. 

Hurley, as the cadet-in-charge of the 
Studio Arts Forum, has assisted in planning 
numerous art appreciation trips to New York 
City, participated in discussion panels about 
the role that art plays in society and regularly 
produces artwork worthy of public recognition. 

In addition, she has been instrumental in 
leading a group of her peers in researching, 
planning and designing a public veterans 
memorial that will be built in Rockland County. 
Reflecting on her award, Hurley stated “Col. 
Calabro’s leadership award and legacy is a call 

to demand more of myself in the future, as our 
fine arts community has more opportunities to 
grow than ever before.”

The cadets enjoy the event for more than the 
performances and awards that celebrate their 
achievement. Hurley commented on the role 
of fine arts, and the Calabro Night of the Arts 
in particular, in her development as a leader. 

“It is an honor to be a part of this event 
each year and I cannot wait to see what the 
future holds for the arts at West Point with a 
new humanities center and our growing cadet 
attendance,” Hurley said. “Each year, the 
Calabro Night of the Arts has been a pivotal 
moment in deciding to become more invested in 
the club as I see our impacts on the community 
at large on display.”

This annual event continues a tradition that 
honors the late retired Col. John A. Calabro Jr., 
USMA Class of 1968.  

As an officer, former faculty member in 
DEP, member of the executive staff at the 
West Point Association of Graduates and 
quintessential patron of the arts, Calabro offers 
an exemplary legacy on which to honor cadet 
artistic achievement.  

He symbolized the ideal blend of “Athens 
and Sparta”—a phrase that has become 
shorthand for West Point as it pursues its twin 
aims of educating and training future Army 
officers. 

Calabro passed in 2013, but his widow 
Angela Calabro, and son Tony, were in 
attendance to present the award to Hurley. 

If you missed the Calabro Night of the Arts 
this year, there is still an opportunity for you 
to enjoy the work of our talented cadet artists. 

This year, the winning entries in the studio 
arts and photography categories of the Calabro 
Night of the Arts competition will be featured 
in the upcoming Highland Falls ArtWalk. 

These works will be on display in various 
Highland Falls businesses starting this month. 

Angela and Tony Calabro pose with the fourth annual John Calabro Award 
for Excellence in Leadership and the Arts winner, Class of 2019 Cadet Sean 
Hurley.                  Photo by Maj. Micah Chapman

Over the course of the evening, The West Point Community Big Band, including 
Class of 2020 Cadet Courtney Schrade, played a number of selections from Miles 
Davis’ album “Kind of Blue.”       Photo by Staff sgt. Emily McAleesejergins

Class of 2021 Cadet Angeline Tritschler 
received first place for the Sannes-
Pinnell Award for Photography for 
“Still Gray.” 
        Photo by Maj. Micah Chapman
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From the Foxhole...

‘From the Pentagon’
By Lt. Col. Nathaniel Davis
Director of Defense and Strategic 
Studies

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Earlier this month, 
cadets from the Defense and Strategic Studies 
(DSS) program met with Deputy Secretary of 
Defense Patrick M. Shanahan in his office at 
the Pentagon.  

Class of 2018 Cadets Dakota Jones, 
Richard Lancaster, Timothy Porter and Jacob 
Reynolds spent the academic year working 
on a Defense and Strategic Studies capstone 
project focused on how to better recruit, 
develop, promote and retain STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) 
leaders within the Department of Defense.  

The DSS capstone program matches 
small groups of cadets with real world clients 
who give the cadets a piece of a strategic 
problem on which to conduct research, develop 
innovative solutions and present concrete 
recommendations over the course of the 
academic year.  

The Office of the Secretary of Defense is 
the cadets’ capstone client. The topic grew out 
of Secretary of Defense James N. Mattis’ belief 
that there in an imbalance between liberal arts 
and STEM leaders in the DOD.  

The cadets conducted 100 structured 
anonymized interviews with STEM leaders and 

personnel at various levels of the DOD and the 
private sector.  

From this data, the cadets identified trends, 
best practices and notable outliers, before 
developing a series of policy recommendations.  

Of the experience, Porter said, “Working 
on a capstone project for OSD was one of the 
most difficult and rewarding experiences I have 
been a part of at West Point.

“All of the late nights and long weekends 
culminated with the unparalleled opportunity 
of briefing some of the most notable leaders 
in the Department of Defense, to include 
Deputy Secretary Shanahan and Gen. Milley.  
Being able to discuss our findings with these 
individuals and having them take a sincere 
interest in our work was truly a memorable 
way to cap off my firstie year,” Porter added.

The DSS capstone program is designed for 
cadets to learn from the research process and 
interaction with a real world strategic client, 
while also providing real value back to the 
client.

During the visit, the cadets had an office 
call with Chief of Staff of the Army, Gen.
Mark A. Milley, were given a guided tour of 
the Pentagon, and met with a number of other 
military and civilian leaders. 

The cadets were accompanied by Lt. Col. 
Nathaniel Davis, the director of Defense and 
Strategic Studies.
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Military applications of the biology classroom
By Lt. Col. Melissa Eslinger
Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science

The core biology (CH275) course recently 
hosted a series of special topics relating science 
to events within the military and industry. The 
goal of this lesson was to support faculty to 
bring their research and field experiences to 
cadets to illustrate how course concepts are 
used and applied throughout their respective 
specialties. 

The day began with Dr. George Kennedy, 
a first-year faculty member, describing how he 
uses genetic screens to determine the function 
of genes in the “making of a Ph.D.” 

The assistant course director, Maj. Ryan 
Rodriguez, related his research interests in 
vector-borne disease and how this impacts 
public health, particularly with mosquito-borne 
illnesses. Aaron Owens, recently retired Army 
logistician, addressed the “Science of Deployed 
Logistics.” 

With the final portion of the course focusing 
on human physiology, we were fortunate to have 
Dr. Alan Beitler, Office of the Dean, present his 
experiences as a West Point graduate, Infantry 
officer and Army surgeon. Dr. Beitler relayed 
his experiences as a hospital commander during 

Operation Enduring Freedom as well as the 
importance of cultural and cooperative efforts 
in deployed medicine. 

The case study approach of the types of 
trauma injuries in a deployed environment 
resonated with the audience from both the 
scientific and humanities based perspectives. 

We were pleased to welcome Capt. Rebecca 
Kent, an Army critical care nurse, and sister of 
CLS faculty member Maj. Elizabeth Kent, as 
she delivered a series of lectures entitiled “Army 
Battle Field Care.” 

Kent described her experiences as a Special 
Operations Resuscitation Team (SORT) team 
leader in support of Operation Inherent Resolve 
(OIR). She returned from leading her eight- 
person deployment support team downrange in 
December 2017. 

During her talk, she related the topics of 
human physiology, hemorrhagic bleeding 
and efforts with the “walking blood banks” 
pioneered by the 75th Ranger Regiment. 

Kent provided practical examples of how 
officers, of all specialties, must be trained for 
kinetic operations and the importance of rapport 
building and cross training with local forces 
during stability missions. 

Together, this series enriched cadets’ 
understanding of relevant and contemporary 

issues, techniques and technology along with 
an appreication of how concepts learned in core 

biology directly translate to current experiences 
within the Army, at all echelons. 

Alan Beitler, Office of the Dean, discusses his deployed experiences as a 
hospital commander to cadets enrolled in CH275, core biology. Through a case 
study approach, cadets were able to see the relationships of deployed trauma 
cases to the upcoming lessons in human physiology and their futures as Army 
leaders.                 Courtesy Photo

Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb, dean of the Academic Board, First 
Captain Simone Askew and 12 cadets from New York 
joined the New York State Legislature for the 66th “West 
Point Day” proclamation ceremony May 9 in Albany. The 
Assembly's annual tribute proudly recognizes the U.S. 
Military Academy’s longstanding history in the Empire State 
for the contributions and sacrifices its graduates have made 
defending the nation's freedom since 1802. Sen. Bill Larkin 
spoke to cadets during the visit.      
                                Courtesy Photos 

West Point 
Day in Albany
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Lt. Gen. Gary Volesky, who serves as commander of I Corps and Joint Base 
Lewis McChord, speaks to the Firsties on the second to last day of classes 
before Term End Exams May 10 at Robinson Auditorium. Volesky spoke to 
the cadets about the importance of becoming officers, being accountable and 
taking chances. “Don’t be afraid of making mistakes, but don’t make the same 
mistake twice. Our nation’s sons and daughters will be in your trust and they 
expect that you will lead by example. Hold those around you accountable for 
their behavior as well as their performance.” Volesky has an extensive career 
spanning 35 years and has served many tours of duty throughout the world.  
            Photos by Bryan Ilyankoff/PAO VI

Volesky imparts wisdom to cadets
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Most Holy Trinity Memorial Day weekend schedule

Most Holy Trinity’s schedule for Memorial Day weekend 
will be:

• May 27 at 10:30 a.m., which is the only Mass Memorial 
Day weekend. 

• There are no 5 p.m. Saturday or 5 p.m. Sunday Mass 
sessions that weekend.

West Point 10K is a qualifier for the West Point Ten-
Miler team

Pre-registration is ongoing for Team West Point for the Army 
Ten-Miler registration. Slots are not unlimited. The race takes 
place Oct. 7.

Eligibility for priority registration includes U.S. service 
members and runners who have finished seven or more ATM 
races. U.S. service members must use their government “.mil” 
email to register. The names of the military runners will not be 
listed in the priority database.

General registration will open Wednesday and will only be 
open for a few minutes. For more details, visit armytenmiler.
com. The West Point 10K is a qualifier for the West Point Ten-
Miler team. It isn’t a “you must race to make the team,” but folks 
from West Point interested in running the Ten-Miler, should run 
the West Point 10K on June 9.  

Disabled American Veterans golf outing
The fifth annual Disabled American Veterans golf outing is 

scheduled for June 14 at West Point Golf Course.  
It starts with registration at 7 a.m and a Captain’s Choice 

Scramble at 8 a.m. Dinner and award presentation follow 
immediately after the outing. All golfers are welcome.

West Point Vacation Bible School
The West Point Vacation Bible School will be held from 

9:30-11:30 a.m. July 31-Aug. 4. 
The Bible School will teach about Daniel’s courage while 

captive in Babylon. Registration is open to children entering 
kindergarten through fifth grade. 

Children in sixth grade and up may register as a youth 
participant and assist with the younger children. 

On Aug. 4, we will celebrate Family Day. Our program is 
run by volunteers—please sign-up to help out. Volunteers with 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

younger than school age children should register by June 1 to 
secure a spot in childcare. Register at vbspro.events/p/wpvbs.  

For more details, contact Donna Schlegel at dmschlegel@
gmail.com  or Desrae Gibby at desraegibby@msn.com. 

Find us on Facebook at West Point Vacation Bible School 
2018.

Instrument drive
Have instruments that you don’t use or need anymore? The 

Highland Falls Intermediate School Band program needs your 
help. Contact musicalinstrumentdrive2017@gmail.com if you 
have a used instrument that you would like to donate.

Instruments needed include flute, trumpet, clarinet, tuba, 
trombone, any saxophone, bassoon, bass clarinet, oboe, French 
horn or percussion instruments.

West Point Lending Library
The West Point Community Lending Library at 126 

Washington Road is located on the second floor. 
WPFH library has a variety of books to choose from, 

such as children’s books, drama, history, mystery, best sellers, 
biographies, etc. 

The library is now open during business hours everyday and is 
ready for visitors to come check out books, study, do homework 
or stay and enjoy its tranquil reading room.  

Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a fifth grader at West Point Middle School 

and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located at 306D 
Alexander Place on West Point. The purpose of the LFL is to share 
books, bring people together and create communities of readers. 

The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book exchanges 
numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries. 

The mission of the LFL is to encourage children to read 
during the fall months. Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days 
a week. To learn more, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 

The Town Of Highlands West Point Youth Football/ 
Cheer Association registration

The Junior Black Knights Football/Cheer Association will 
be holding registration for the 2018 season from 6-8 p.m. May 
30 at Roe Park in Highland Falls. 

For details or to register online, visit Leaguelineup.com/
JBK. JBK football/Cheer is open to boys and girls ages 5 to 14, 
however, not 14 year olds in high school). 

All coaches are fully background checked and certified by 
USA Football.

Cornwall-on-Hudson RiverFest 
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 21st annual 

RiverFest from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 2. 
RiverFest 2018 will be held at Donahue Park along 

the Hudson River and will feature a full day of music and 
entertainment, children’s activities and a large craft and food fair.  

The day’s events will include live bands, river activities, food 
stands and non profit groups and contributors.

The musical and children’s entertainers with times include: 
Third Degree (noon), Somerville Brothers (1:10 p.m.), Junket 
(2:20 p.m.), Soul City (3:30 p.m.), Apricity (4:40 p.m.) and Story 
Laurie (1 p.m.), Magic Rachel (2 p.m.) and Story Laurie (3 p.m.). 

Vendor spaces are still available. Applications can be 
downloaded from www.river-fest.com and will be accepted 
until all spaces are filled. 

JBK Football conditioning camps
The Junior Black Knights Football team will be holding 

conditioning camps starting  June 4 and will run every Monday 
and Wednesday in June and July. 

The camp will be held from 5-7 p.m at Ficken Field in 
Highland Falls. These camps are free and open to all boys and 
girls interested in playing football or cheering.

You do not need to be registered to particapte at the camps. 
However, registration will be available during camps 

to participate during the season. Like JBKFOOTBALL on 
Facebook.

2nd Infantry Division annual reunion
The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 

for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time. 

For details about the association and its 97th annual reunion 
Sept.19-23 in Jacksonville, Florida, contact Mike Davino at 
2IDA.PAO@charter.net, visit www.2ida.org/2018-reunion/ or 
call 919-498-1910.

Army Career Skills Program
The Army’s Career Skills Program (CSP) prepares Soldiers 

for civilian employment through first-class apprenticeships, on-
the-job training, job shadowing, internships and employment 
skills training. 

Soldiers are eligible to participate in an Army CSP up to 180 
days prior to separation from the Army and after completion of 
the mandatory five-day SFL-TAP workshop.  

The use of permissive temporary duty (PTDY) to attend a 
CSP more than 50 miles away from the Soldier’s duty station 
may be granted at the commander’s discretion.

Interested transitioning service members can contact Drew 
Mierva at drew.mierva@usma.edu or stop by the Army Education 
Center from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 

Call the Testing Center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Army Career Tracker ‘Lunch and Learn Sessions’
HQDA G3/5/7 is conducting virtual Army Career Tracker 

(ACT) “Lunch and Learn Sessions” every Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
The sessions are designed to benefit careerists in all career 

programs at all levels and grades, enabling them to better leverage 
ACT for professional development.

Visit the CP29 page in ACT for training, education and 
professional development opportunities at https://actnow.army.
mil. “Like” CP29’s new Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
ArmyCP29/. 

Army Education Center 

Executive Resilience and Performance Course 
sign-up

There is an Executive Resilience and Performance Course  
available for West Point staff and faculty scheduled for June 
19-20 at Thayer Hall’s North Auditorium, Room 144.

The June 19 session is a four-hour class designed to train 
Army leaders, company commanders, first sergeants and GS-
12 civilians and above, and familiarizing them with resilience 
and performance enhancement skills.

The June 20 session is an eight-hour class for familiarizing 
junior officers, NCOs and GS-11 civilians and below with 
resilience and performance enhancement skills.

To sign up, navigate to the Executive Resilience 
and Performance Course sign-up page at https://portal.
westpoint.edu/usstaff/g3/training/SitePages/Executive%20
Resilience%20and%20Performance%20Course.aspx.

Once on the site, click the “Add new item” button at the 
bottom of the sign-up list and fill out the four required fields 
in the corresponding pop-up window. Be sure to select the 
course appropriate for your needs. Once you’ve filled out all 
the fields, click the “Save” button at the bottom of the form 
to add your name to the sign-up list.

For more details, contact Sherrie Lowther, USMA G3, 
training officer, at 845-938-5876 or email sherrie.lowther@
usma.edu.

Community
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email sharon.seidule@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Gina Funaro at 845-398-4102 

or email gfunaro@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

West Point 5K/10K 
The annual West Point 5K/10K will be held June 9 with 

the race start at 8:30 a.m. The Kids Fun Run will follow at 
9 a.m. There is a nominal fee for this event. Register online 
at http://go.usa.gov/xQ9BS. 

For more details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com.

Armed Forces 5k Trail Run/Ruck
The Armed Forces 5K Trail Run/Ruck through the wilderness 

of West Point takes place Saturday. 
The race start time is 8 a.m. The start and fi nish line is at the 

Patrick Trail. Ruck weigh-in station available, with a 35-pound 
minimum. Parking is available at Stony CDC and H-Lot. 

Register online at westpoint.armymwr.com. For more 
details, call 845-938-6490.

Champagne Sunday Brunch
The Champagne Sunday Brunch is 10 a.m-1 p.m. every 

Sunday through Nov. 11 at the West Point Club. 
Each week the club’s executive chef and his team present a 

diff erent menu including action stations and desserts. 
There is a nominal fee. For details, call 845-938-5120 or visit 

www.thewestpointclub.com.

Now open—Bistro 603 at the West Point Club
Check out the West Point Club’s new Bistro 603. The Bistro 

Father’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. June 17 for its 

annual Father’s Day Brunch at the club’s Pierce Room. 
The West Point Club is open to the public. To make 

reservations, visit thewestpointclub.com. For more details, call 
845-938-5120.

West Point Arts & Crafts Class
Try a class with West Point Arts & Crafts. The next class is 

Saturday Teen Drop In from 10 a.m.-noon Saturday. 
There is a minimal fee for classes. For details, call 845-938-

4812 or visit westpointartsandcrafts.com.

Day trips with Leisure Travel Services 
• Sunday—Sunday in NYC. Leave West Point at 10:30 

a.m., leave NYC at 5 p.m. Enjoy a destination of your choice on 
your own where LTS will make drop off ’s at Columbus Circle, 
Times Square and Madison Square park. There is a nominal 
transportation fee. 

For details and reservations, call 845-938-3601.

West Point Golf Course is open for the season
The West Point Golf Course is open Tuesday through Sunday 

with fi rst tees at 8 a.m., while Mondays it will open at noon or 
be closed for a private event. 

Make your tee times online at www.golfatwestpoint.com 
or call at 845-938-2435. 

FOR THE FAMILIES

The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op 
The MWR Fitness Center CYS Child Care Co-Op is looking 

for new members. The co-op is comprised of CYS eligible 
patrons with children ages 6 weeks to 5 years, who are looking 
to workout while having their child participate in a volunteer-
facilitated  childcare. In exchange for their child’s participation, 
co-op members agree to support other members and assist with 
the supervision of children during co-op hours. 

If you are interested in participating, contact the CYS 
Outreach Services Offi  ce at 845-938-3969.

Horseback riding lessons
The Morgan Farm horseback riding lesson program is now 

open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages 
5 and up. Lesson packages are available. 

For more details, call 845-938-3926.

is open from 7 a.m -10 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Breakfast is served from 7 a.m.-10 a.m., lunch is served from 

11 a.m.-2 p.m., while Grab and Go is available all day. It is open 
to the public. For a complete menu, visit thewestpointclub.com. 
For more details, call 845-938-5120.

MWR Knight Runner Shuttle
Need a ride to any FMWR facility or the AAFES Exchange? 

Call the Knight Runner Shuttle service from 3-8 p.m. Monday-
Friday, for a minimal fee per ride. 

Last call for pick-up must be made before 7:30 p.m.
Must be 18 or older to ride. For details, call 845-938-0140.

Lunch Loop Shuttle
There is a West Point Lunch Loop Shuttle from 11 a.m.-2 

p.m. Monday-Friday. The shuttle will run a continuous loop.
The shuttle runs in the areas of the West Point Bowling Center, 

West Point Club, Howard Road, DPW, Garrison headquarters, 
Keller Hospital and the West Point Golf Course. 

A Common Access Card is required for the shuttle.
Must be 18 and older to ride the shuttle. It is free. 
For details, call 845-938-0140.

FCC provider positions available now
Family Child Care is certifi ed in-home child care for children 

ages 4 weeks-12 years. FCC providers are authorized family 
members that operate as independent contractors in housing 
located on a military installation. FCC off ers fl exible hours. 

For details, call 845-938-8528.

West Point Club’s Dinner-To-Go available fi ve nights 
a week

The Dinner-to-Go program runs Monday through Friday. 
Place your order by 2 p.m. that day and specify pickup time 

between 4:30–6:30 p.m. and pick up your meal at the West Point 
Club’s Benny Havens Lounge. 

There is a 15-minute authorized parking for dinner pickup 
in front of the club. Servings for four or six are available for a 
nominal fee. For pricing and menu items, visit thewestpointclub.
com or call 845-446-5506/5504.

West Point Bowling Center’s pizza delivery hours
The West Point Bowling Center delivers pizza seven days 

a week.
• Monday-Thursday—11 a.m.-9 p.m.;
• Friday and Saturday—11 a.m.-11 p.m.;
• Sunday—Noon-9 p.m.
For details, call 845-938-2140.

SAC Summer Camp Registration
West Point School Age Center’s Summer Camp Care 

registration is ongoing now. You can register your children 
through militarychildcare.com. 

Children in grades K-5 registered with CYS Services are 
eligible for the camp. SAC off ers summer camp care during 
the months of June through September. Hours of summer camp 
operations are 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.

CYS Services Spring Sports Programs
West Point families, as it inches closer to the beginning of 

the summer season, Child, Youth and School Age Services is 
excited to announce that it’s adding a new sport.  

For the fi rst time, it will off er a youth fl ag football league 
for ages 5-6, 7-8 and 9-11, with its T-ball, baseball and soccer 
leagues. We look forward to seeing you out there. 

For details, call 845-938-8896.

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. It is a time for the children to play, learn 
and make new friends. Pre-registration is not required. There’s 
always something fun happening at Wee Ones. 

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 
second floor of Building 626, near Buff alo Soldier Field.

Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 
and reading. Pre-registration is not required.

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-0629 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Part Day Preschool openings
Spaces are still available in the Stony Child Development 

Center Tuesday and Thursday session of Part Day Preschool. 
The class hours are 9 a.m.-noon. 

The program utilizes the creative curriculum to facilitate the 
development of social, emotional, literacy, fi ne and gross motor 
skills. Fees are based upon total family income. A USDA CACFP 
approved snack is served each day. 

 For details, contact Parent and Outreach Services at 845-
938-4458. 

School Age Center’s After School Programs
The School Age Center off ers programs with several diff erent 

themes and activities for kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
If you are interested in a before and after school program for 

your school age child, please sign up today. 
The School Age Center also off ers hourly activities for 

children who would like to come on an hourly or daily basis. 
For details, call the Lee Area CYS Facility front desk at 

845-938-8530.

2018 Round Pond Reservations
Round Pond reservations for 2018 are ongoing for all eligible 

personnel. Reservations can be made between 9 a.m.-5 p.m. every 
day by calling 845-938-8811.
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Friday—“Rampage,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“A Quiet Place,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
May 25— “Solo: A Star Wars Story,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
May 26— “Solo: A Star Wars Story,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
KACH Primary Care, Immunization to 
conduct training today, no patients 
scheduled 

Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Primary Care Department and Immunization 
Department have not scheduled any patients 
and will be closed from noon-4 p.m. today, 
for training. KACH apologizes for any 
inconvenience this may cause. 

If you have an urgent need between 
those times, go to the Keller Emergency 
Department.

KACH to  provide  sk in  cancer 
screenings

In recognition of May as Skin Cancer 
Detection and Prevention Month, KACH 
will conduct two skin cancer screening days.

The remaining skin cancer screening day 
is scheduled for Monday, is for TRICARE 
benefi ciaries only; no referral necessary. All 
ages are welcome. 

To schedule a skin cancer screening, on 
Monday, call the Appointment Center at 845-
938-7992 and request an appointment during 
the designated screening days.

No other skin issues will be addressed. 
No treatments will be performed. Any lesions 
requiring a biopsy will be scheduled into a 
follow-up biopsy appointment. 

Transition of the KACH Pharmacy
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

Pharmacy is scheduled to close on Saturday, 
and move from its current location to its new, 

permanent location—across the hall. 
The pharmacy will be open for business 

—at the new location—on Monday. 
KACH Pharmacy will provide limited 

service on Friday. KACH thanks you for your 
continued patience during our renovations.  

KACH OBU to provide Childbirth 
Education Courses

The KACH Obstetric Unit will provide 
Childbirth Education Courses—May/June 
2018. Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, pain control 
options, newborn care and breastfeeding.

If this is your fi rst baby and/or you are 
due before September, this class series is for 
you. Participants must be DOD benefi ciaries.

The Childbirth Education Course sessions 
are scheduled from 6-9:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 30 and June 6 on the fourth floor 
classroom at KACH. 

To register and/or get details, contact 
Keller’s Obstetrics Unit at 845-938-3210.

Do you want to change your network 
provider?

Did you know? If you would like to see a 
diff erent network provider than the one issued 
by TRICARE on your referral authorization, 
you have the option to request a change to 
another network provider.  

You can logon to www.humanamilitary.
com to see a directory of network providers. 
Contact TRICARE East at 1-800-444-5445 
to request a change.  

• Dream Big Kids Music: “Dream Big 
Kids Music” is a unique kids music program 
which Eun Ha Chung, concert pianist/
organist, worship leader, songwriter, and  
military spouse, has created. 

Join us for fun songs in many diff erent 
languages and rhythms from 9:30-11 a.m. 
Friday at 126 Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com.

• Stroller and Toddler Nature 
Hike: Join West Point Family Homes for a 
Stroller and Toddler Nature Hike Monday 
at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum in 
Cornwall. We follow the trails of the Outdoor 
Discovery Center and explore the fi eld, pond 
and forest. We will meet at the Visitors Center 
at 9:15 a.m. To register, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by today. 

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS

Natural Resources Branch begins Snake Fungal Disease surveying at West Point

On Nov. 24, the 
staff  at the West Point 
Natural Resources 
Branch (NRB) began 
surveying for Snake 
F u n g a l  D i s e a s e 
( S F D ) ,  a  f a s t -
spreading disease 
and serious threat 
to snakes across the 
eastern United States.

SFD is caused 
b y  a  f u n g u s , 
O p h i o d i o m y c e s 
ophiodiicola, which 
develops and spreads 
under snake scales. 

As it spreads it 
causes severe skin 
lesions including 
scabs and open wounds and crusty scales on the heads and bodies of snakes, and also severe 
swelling of infected snakes’ eyes and faces. 

As this condition worsens, snakes become unable to hunt or sleep, regulate their body 
temperature, avoid predators, or—in the winter—hibernate. 

The disease often proves fatal and has the ability, biologists fear, to devastate snake 
populations across the country.

SFD has been found in more than a half dozen species including copperheads, garter 
snakes, racers, rat snakes, rattlesnakes and water snakes. 

All of these snakes, as well as several other species potentially susceptible to SFD, reside 
here at West Point.

Although biologists have come to understand a lot about SFD in the past few years, there 
is still much to learn including the extent to which it has spread, how it transfers from one 
snake to the next, and possible ways to treat infected individuals and ultimately control this 
epidemic.

NRB staff  are surveying for snake species known to be infected elsewhere to see if and 
the extent to which SFD has invaded West Point. During this survey, when a snake is found, 
measurements are taken of the snake as are notes on its appearance and skin swab samples 
(see picture above)

Reports and samples taken from snakes encountered at West Point will be catalogued and 
sent out to the Wildlife Epidemiology Lab in Urbana, Illinois, for testing. Similar eff orts are 
underway at other Department of Defense installations across the country.

Surveying for SFD is but one of the most recent of many examples of how military facilities 
contribute to the study and protection of wildlife and the habitats in which they live. The DOD 
has worked for decades with many conservation agencies toward that end.

On this project, DOD installations work with Partners in Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation (PARC), a collection of federal, state and private groups dedicated to issues 
related to reptiles and amphibians. Another such organization, focused instead on bird 
conservation, is Partners in Flight (PIF). 

Conservation and research eff orts on military installations serve a unique function on a 
nationwide scale. Outside of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) refuge system, 
there aren’t many federal areas that provide habitat over such large, varied areas. Military 
installations, however, do.

Studies like this also make good use of the training, knowledge, and on-site access of 
local natural resource offi  ce staff . Outside of the USFWS, few organizations have the ability 
to study and help protect wildlife at many federal sites over large areas, especially for reptiles 
and amphibians.

With serious threats to native snake populations like SFD out there, sampling eff orts like 
this are critical. Snakes serve an important role in ecosystems as predators of rodents, frogs 
and birds. As eaters of pest rodent species like mice and rats, snakes are particularly helpful 
to people as well. 

People are strongly discouraged from approaching or handling any snake for the safety of 
both people and snakes, but anyone who encounters an injured or odd-looking snake, should 
immediately call the Natural Resource Branch offi  ce at 845-938-2314.  
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Brigade Company Athletics crowns spring champions
The Br igade  Company Ath le t ics  Spr ing 
championships took place May 7-8 in various 
locations at West Point. The winners of the five 
spring sports competitions were:
• CA Flickerball—Company G-2,
• CA Area Hockey—Company I-1,
• CA Ultimate Frisbee—Company H-4,
• CA Swimming—Company C-4,
• CA Team Handball—Company A-2.
    Photos by Michael Lopez/PAO VI
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Baseball heads to PL championship with decisive game win
The Army West Point Baseball team celebrates as it heads to the Patriot League tournament championship series following its 4-3 victory over Bucknell Sunday 
afternoon at Doubleday Field. The Black Knights advance to the championship series for the first time since the 2013 season. Army will meet its rival, Navy, in 
a best-of-three showdown beginning Friday.                             Photo by Army Athletic Communications 

By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Baseball team is 
heading to the Patriot League tournament 
championship series following its 4-3 victory 
over Bucknell Sunday afternoon at Doubleday 
Field.

The Black Knights advance to the 
championship series for the first time since the 
2013 season. 

Army will meet its rival Navy in a best-
of-three showdown beginning Friday. The 
two teams will then play one additional game 
on Saturday before wrapping things up with a 
single game on Sunday, if necessary. 

All contests will be a 1 p.m. first pitch and 
will be played at Terwilliger Brothers Field at 
Max Bishop Stadium in Annapolis, Maryland.

Army bounced back for two-straight wins 
against Bucknell, after dropping the opening 
game of the semifinal series. Sunday’s victory 
handed the Black Knights their 34th win of the 
year, which is the fifth-most all-time in program 
history.

Six different cadet-athletes finished with one 
hit each, while Jon Rosoff, Josh White and John 
McKenna registered one RBI apiece. Rosoff, 
Trey Martin and Jacob Hurtubise extended their 
hitting streak to six- and four-straight games, 
respectively.

Bucknell got on the board first with a run 
in the second inning. The Bison were set up to 
tack on additional runs later in the inning after 
loading the bases with no outs but a double play 
turned by the Black Knights halted that rally. 
Army then escaped the inning following a fly 
out to center field. 

The Black Knights tied things up at 1-1 in 
the fourth when McKenna drew a two-out bases 
loaded RBI walk. 

The score remained the same until the 
Cadets broke the deadlock in the seventh thanks 
to three runs on three hits. Anfernee Crompton, 
Hurtubise and White all registered hits in the 
frame. 

The Bison tried to answer in the top of 
the eighth after cutting the lead down to 4-3 
following two runs on two hits and one error. 
But Cam Opp came in for relief and helped the 

Black Knights get out of the inning keeping their 
one-run lead intact. 

The junior then finished out the top of the 
ninth with a 1, 2, 3 frame to keep the Cadets’ 
postseason hopes alive. 

Opp did not allow a hit or a walk in his 2.0 
innings on the mound. He struck out three, while 
earning his second save of the year.

Starter Matt Ball pitched a solid seven 
innings for the Black Knights, allowing seven 
hits and three runs, two earned, during his time 
on the mound. 

The Charlotte, North Carolina, native 
fanned nine batters as well. 

Army highlights and game notes
• Anthony Giachin and Matt Hudgins both 

earned a team-high two walks in the game. 
• Both teams notched one extra base hit in 

the game with White earning his fourth triple 
of the year. 

• Titus was credited with Army’s lone stolen 
base. He now has 17 for the year. 

• Army used two pitchers in the game, while 
the Bison sent out four.

• Army’s pitching staff combined for 12 
strikeouts to just five for the visitors.

• The Cadets turned two double plays. 
Bucknell recorded one. 

Facts & figures
• The Black Knights tallied four runs on 

six hits, while Bucknell compiled three runs 
on seven hits. 

• Both teams earned an error in the game 
with the Cadets notching three and the Bison 
one.

• Army left nine runners on base. Bucknell 
stranded five. 

Up next
• The Black Knights head to the Patriot 

League tournament championship series where 
they will meet Navy for a best-of-three series.

• The two teams will play one game Friday, 
one contest Saturday, and one game Sunday, if 
necessary.

• First pitch for all contests are 1 p.m. 
at Navy’s Terwilliger Brothers Field at Max 
Bishop Stadium.


