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®‘Tis the Season

Road update—Mills Road will be closed from 
Herbert Hall (AOG) to Stony Lonesome Road Dec. 
14-16 due to road construction.
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INSIDE

(Above right and left) Members of different cadet 
choirs and the West Point Band provided music 
during the annual community Christmas tree lighting 
at Daly Field Monday. (Above lower right) Santa 
arrived with his elf to help light the Christmas tree. 
Afterward, Santa invited everyone to meet him at the 
West Point Club for hot chocolate, cookies and to 
listen to gift requests from the children. 
            Photos by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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History, pride at forefront of Army-Navy Game
Dear West Point Community,

Thank you to everyone from the Corps of 
Cadets, staff and faculty and the West Point 
community who came out this morning to 
send off our football team as they head to 
Philadelphia to Beat Navy for the second year 
in a row.

Excitement has been filling the air for weeks 
in anticipation of “America’s Game,” one of 
the most famous rivalries in college athletics.  
Coach Jeff Monken and the team have done an 
incredible job this season, and thanks to their 
huge shutout of Air Force last month, we are 
on track to bring the Commander-in-Chief’s 
Trophy back to West Point for the first time 
since 1996. 

We certainly have the team to do it—they 
are tough, determined, and, most importantly, 
have the support of the Corps of Cadets and 
the entire West Point community behind them. 

This rivalry has a rich history, dating back 
to 1890, when Cadet Dennis Michie (for whom 
the stadium is named) accepted a challenge by 
a group of midshipmen to a pick-up football 
game between Navy and the newly-formed 
West Point team. 

The two teams met on the Plain on Nov. 
29, 1890, with the much more experienced 
Navy team defeating the fledgling Army team. 
However, the following year, Army would 
avenge the defeat with a 32-16 win, and a 
rivalry was born.

It’s been a passionate rivalry over the years, 
to be sure. 

A post-game dispute in 1893 between an 
Army general and a Navy admiral that almost 
ended in a duel led to the annual matchup 
being cancelled for five years, when the two 
service secretaries directed each team to play 
only home games, making it impossible to play 
each other.

Throughout our nation’s recent history, this 
storied rivalry has served as welcome oasis 
during some of our most difficult times.  

When World War II broke out 76 years 
ago, many colleges suspended their football 
programs, but Army and Navy played on, while 
supporting the war effort.  

In 1944, Gen. Douglas MacArthur cabled 
West Point head coach Col. Earl H. “Red” 
Blaik from his Pacific base following Army’s 
23-7 win against a tough No. 2 Navy team. 
MacArthur’s cable read: “We have stopped 
the war to celebrate your magnificent success.”  

This was the first of three undefeated 
Army football seasons and three national 

championships in a row.  
The famous rivalry also helped bring the 

country some much needed relief in 1963 
following the assassination of President 
Kennedy.  

The game, after being postponed by one 
week, was the first major college-sporting event 
played after that fateful date in November that 
shocked the nation.  

In front of 102,000 people in Philadelphia’s 
Municipal Stadium, Cadets and Midshipmen 
played to honor President Kennedy and to help 
the nation heal.  

Our rivalry with Navy also helps to prepare 
our young men and women for the challenges 
they will face as leaders in our military.  I know 
that their experiences on the “fields of friendly 
strife” have helped our cadet-athletes go on to 
perform admirably in austere environments 
around the globe.  

Those experiences instill tenacity, resilience, 
discipline, mental and physical toughness, and 
the desire to excel and push ourselves to goals 
and objectives we previously did not think 
were possible.  

That same grit and “can do” attitude and the 
ability to overcome adversity are the same traits 
that build winning platoon leaders and company 
commanders when our cadets graduate. 

Regardless of the final score, the real 
winners are the American people.  These young 
men that suited up for the game, as well every 
one of their fellow cadets and midshipmen, 
are going pro.  

They will all graduate into the same team, 
as members of the profession of arms, prepared 
to lead America’s sons and daughters around 
the globe.  

I know I speak for everyone when I say that 
we are all proud of the players on both sides of 
the field who represent their academies, their 
services, and the thousands of Soldiers, Sailors 
and Marines who face danger and hardship even 
as we speak. 

After the last play is run and the final 
whistle blows, both teams will clasp hands in 
congratulations and America’s Army and Navy 
will continue to stand in harm’s way defending 
freedom and America’s interests around the 
world.  

Thank you all for your support this season 
and let’s cheer Army on to a repeat victory and 
singing second again together this Saturday.

Go Army! BEAT NAVY!!

      Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
      USMA Superintendent

The Army civilian enterprise newspaper, the Pointer View, is an authorized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. Contents of the Pointer View are not necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Department of the Army or the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

The editorial content of the Pointer View is the responsibility of the U.S. Military Academy Public 
Affairs Office, Bldg. 600, West Point, New York 10996, (845) 938-2015. 

The Pointer View  is printed weekly  by the Times Herald-Record, a private firm in no way connected 
with the Department of the Army, under exclusive contract with West Point. The Times Herald-Record  is 
responsible for all commercial advertising.

Bill the Goat and Blackjack are a big part of the pride and history that goes into 
the Army-Navy Game. They got together last week at a Pentagon function to 
hype the 2017 Army-Navy Game.  Photo by sgt. Jamill Ford/army ChiEF oF staFF PhotograPhEr

Watch the Army-Navy Game at 3 p.m. 
Saturday on CBS. The game is at Lincoln 
Finanical Field in Philadelphia.
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A sibling Army-Navy rivalry at West Point
IN FOCUS: ARMY-NAVY RIVALRY

Story and photo by Kathy 
Eastwood
Staff Writer

Twenty-one years ago, retired 
Col. Tim Whalen and retired Lt. 
Col. Cathie Whalen, both graduates 
of the U.S. Military Academy and 
instructors at the time, became parents 
of triplets in 1996 to Frankie, Jack and 
Nicholas. Two brothers from that set 
are here at West Point. 

Class of 2019 Midshipman Jack 
Whalen is an exchange student 
at West Point and Class of 2019 
Frankie Whalen is a West Point cadet 
following in his parents footsteps, 
and it’s been a long time that the two 
have been able to see each other for 
any length of time in the past three 
years, other than at the Army-Navy 
Football games. The Whalens’ hail 
from the state of Ohio.

The brothers grew up surrounded 
by West Point and the Army and yet 
each had different ideas on how to 
serve.

“The Army is something I was 
comfortable with growing up,” 
Frankie said. “I didn’t want to be 
sitting behind a desk. That just wasn’t 
for either of us.”

Jack said he ini t ial ly was 
interested in West Point.

“I was interested in going to West 
Point for a long time,” Jack said. 
“I wanted to do something like my 
parents did, but I wanted to do it in 
a different way. So I thought I would 
try something new.”

Both Jack and Frankie are into 
sports. Frankie plays soccer and 
was involved in Sandhurst. Jack is 
involved in marathon running and 
joined the orienteering team at West 
Point as an exchange student.

Both siblings participated, and 
won medals in the Newport, Rhode 
Island marathon.

“We work out together,” Jack 
said. “I’ve got him swimming and he 
has me in the gym.”

Jack has been at West Point for 
the semester and he has noticed some 
differences between West Point and 
Annapolis.

“ We  h a v e  a  b i g  M a r i n e 
influence,” Jack explained. “There 
is a rigid component to Navy and I 
plan on going into the Marines after 
graduation and hopefully branch 
aviation. One of the neatest things 
with having a Marine influence is that 
I have great mentors.”

Although both Jack and Frankie 
are competitive and are in different 
military services, both have increased 
their service time, Frankie for seven 
more years during his affirmation 
ceremony this year and Jack for 

two more years in their respective 
services. Both are math majors. 
Frankie wants to branch infantry or 
the engineer branch.

“I was there for Frankie’s 
Affirmation ceremony so I was able 
to share that moment with him, and I 
was so glad to be there. This semester 

has been unforgettable,” Jack said. 
“We have seen each other’s leadership 
style and we get criticism from each 
other, things I can bring back to Navy. 
I tend to work on relationships and 
Frankie balances everything, but he 
is the best first sergeant according to 
others in his squad.”

Frankie said that Jack is honest, 
smart and forthright in his leadership 
style and yet both said they still 
compete from time to time, like who 
can stay awake the longest in class.

“Frankie and I compete for 
influence,” Jack said.

The Whalens’ sibling and the 

third brother is Nicholas who is 
studying dentistry at Case Western 
University in Cleveland, and may be 
joining the military at a later date. 
Their younger sister Josephine (Joey) 
attends the U.S. Naval Academy 
Preparatory School in Newport, 
Rhode Island.

Class of 2019 Cadet Frank Whalen and Midshipman Jack Whalen are brothers and a part of a set of triplets who were born at West 
Point. Frank is a West Point cadet while Jack is a Navy midshipman and plans on going into the Marines after graduation. The 
other brother, Nick, is studying to be a dentist. The brothers have a sister, Joey, who is currently attending the Naval Academy 
Prep School. Jack is an exchange student at West Point and is delighted that he gets to spend time with his brother. While 
Navy and West Point are friendly competitors, the Whalen brothers are also competitive with one another, especially in sports.
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West Point participates in annual Wreaths Across America 
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The eighth annual West Point Wreaths 
Across America honored fallen Soldiers Dec. 
2 with enough donated wreaths to cover the 
gravesites at the West Point Cemetery, more 
than 7,000. Gold Star Parents were honored 
guests, some with loved ones buried at West 
Point and others whose loved ones are buried 
elsewhere, but participate in the wreath 
ceremony to place on graves of Soldiers buried 
at West Point.

The Gold Star Parents were personally 
handed wreaths while the rest of the participants 
took their wreaths from those laid out at the 
beginning rows of gravesites.

“We had enough donations to cover the 
graves, which came on two trucks, and because 
of the amount of volunteers we had, we 
unloaded the wreaths in 27 minutes,” Jennifer 
Partridge, Army Volunteer Corps coordinator 
said. “It usually takes at least 47 minutes.”

The donated wreaths, a car corporation 
being the biggest donor, arrived on two semi-
trucks, each driven by a volunteer driver.

The Navy ROTC of Rockland County 
performed honor guard duties at the front of the 
West Point Chapel as part of the ceremony. The 
format of the ceremony was, for the first time, 
held in front of the Cadet Chapel, with Todd 
Crowder, associate professor in the Department 
of Physical Education and former Army Track 
and Field coach, as speaker. 

Crowder teamed up with Jackie and Dan 
McNally and began Wreaths Across America 
at West Point in 2010 when the West Point 
Cemetery became a registered cemetery for 
WAA. With registration came the link of the 
two missions of West Point and WAA: Duty, 
Honor, Country and Remember, Honor, Teach.

Morrill Worcester started WAA when as 

Members of the Cub Scout Lion Pack 23 of West Point and Highland Falls—Zach Lebiednik, Charlie Borland and Henry 
Borland—place wreaths on grave sites Dec. 2 at the West Point Cemetery. 

The tradition of Wreaths Across America at West Point began in 2010 when West Point Cemetery registered for the 
national Wreaths Across America program and the national network of volunteers who lay wreaths across military 
grave sites. Last year, WAA laid over 1.2 million memorial wreaths at more than 1,100 locations in the United States and 
beyond including Arlington, Pearl Harbor Memorial, Bunker Hill, Valley Forge and the sites of the Sept. 11 tragedies. 
a young boy he visited Arlington National 
Cemetery, which left an indelible impression 
on him. A successful businessman, Worcester 

was always reminded that his good fortune was 
due, in large part, to the values of our nation and 
the veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice for 

our country. 
In 1992, Worcester Wreaths found 

themselves with a surplus of wreaths nearing 
the end of the holiday season. As he remembered 
his boyhood experience at Arlington, Worcester 
realized he had an opportunity to honor our 
country’s veterans and WAA was formed 
with volunteer trucking companies providing 
transportation. Volunteers from the local 
American Legion and VFW Posts gathered with 
members of the community to decorate each 
wreath with a traditional red, hand-tied bow to 
place on the gravesites at Arlington. 

The annual ceremony at Arlington continued 
on quietly for several years until 2005 when a 
photo of the gravesites at Arlington, adorned 
with wreaths and covered with snow circulated 
around the internet. Suddenly the idea exploded 
with national attention and thousands of 
requests of people not only wanting to help with 
Arlington, but to emulate the project at other 
national and state cemeteries. 

Last year, WAA and the national network 
of volunteers laid over 1.2 million memorial 
wreaths at more than 1,100 locations in the 
United States and beyond. In addition to 
Arlington Cemetery, ceremonies were held at 
Pearl Harbor Memorial, Bunker Hill, Valley 
Forge and the sites of the Sept. 11 tragedies.

This is the 26th year of Wreaths Across 
America.
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2017-18 cadet club activities
IN FOCUS: CADET ACTIVITIES

Taekwondo: The Army Martial Arts team (right) did an 
incredible job Nov. 18-19 at the third ECTC tournament of 
season at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Most notably the men’s A1 team consisting of Class of 
2019 Cadet Matthew Galea, Class of 2018 Cadet Jordan 
Nettles and Class of 2021 Cadet Christopher Bang outclassed 
the competition and secured the gold medal in the men’s black 
belt division. 

Galea demonstrated his ability to perform well under 
pressure by winning the match with a powerful punch to the 
chest in a tie breaker. 

The A1 middleweight, Nettles, secured the team’s victory by 
landing a power sidekick in the last seconds of the fight crushing 
the other team’s hope for a gold medal. 

In the women’s black belt division Class of 2020 Cadets 
Taylor Reim and Nicole Nettles and Class of 2021 Cadet 
Katherine Lauffer were able to secure the bronze medal in 
sparring. 

In the men’s beginner division, Class of 2021 Cadet 
Johnathan Liu, Class of 2020 Cadet Madison Curry and Class 
of 2018 Cadet Travis Phelan showed great promise in achieving 
the bronze medal for sparring. 

Finally, Class of 2020 Cadet Andy Vu received a bronze 
medal for form. 

The team took home the third place trophy for overall 
performance at this tournament, showing that even with a team 
riddled with injured fighters is still one of the best teams in 
the league and a top contender for the gold trophy at the end 
of the year. 

Women’s Team Handball: The Army West Point 
Women’s Team Handball had a Northeast Team Handball League 
tournament to finish out the fall season Dec. 2-3 at West Point. 

The squad faced teams from New York City (second place in 
North America just behind the U.S. national team), Washington, 
D.C. (fourth place in North America), Boston (eighth place in 
North America) and a new collegiate team from Penn State. 

Despite a very close battle, West Point was able to secure a 
collegiate victory against Penn State when the game ended in 
regulation as a tie and the winner was determined by a shootout 

of 7-meter penalty shots. 
West point goalie, Class of 2020 Corrie Michell, blocked a 

shot for the win.  
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West Point hosts second CodeWarz programming competition 
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science, in coordination with the 
CodeWarz team hosted the second CodeWarz 
programming competition since January, and 
the first live competition at West Point for 
cadets, staff and faculty Nov. 18.

Roughly 100 cadets participated, up from 
45 who participated in January. 

The competition included about 400 others 
participating including universities, enlisted 
personnel and officers, and for the first time, 
civilians were invited to participate for this 
round only. 

Cadets came from a variety of backgrounds 
and ranged in experience from firsties studying 
computer science to plebes in their first semester 
with almost no programming experience.

“The programing challenges begin with 
relatively easy programming problems and 
then progressed in difficulty as they move 
forward,” Lt. Col. Chris Morrell, assistant 
professor and deputy computer science 
program director, said. “Challenges include 
a wide range of topics from typical computer 
science problems and some cyber-related 
problems.”

Participants also have their choice of a list 
of 13 supported programming languages.  

The CodeWarz competition began as a 
competition that ran on-site at colleges and 
events. 

The four original administrators—Maj. 
Josh Rykowski, team leader and challenge 
directory; Chief Warrant Officer 2 Scott 
Hamilton, system administrator, challenge 
developer and Docker administrator; Sgt. 
1st Class Zach McElroy, infrastructure 
developer front end developer and systems 
administrator; and Nate Hicks, automation/
Ausbie administration and challenge developer. 
All develop and administer CodeWarz in their 

spare time. CodeWarz is not connected to the 
military. 

“We started developing CodeWarz as 

a means to allow employees within our 
organization a chance to learn scripting and 
programming in a low threat environment,” 
Rykowski said. “The idea was to provide 
each competitor with an isolated environment 
where we would run the code they submitted 
to solve one of our challenges. Our attempts 
to make it a low threat environment consisted 
of developing a collection of programming 
challenges that ranged in difficulty from easy 
to hard and covered a wide breath of subjects.”

When the CodeWarz team first hosted 
the competition internally, they discovered it 
wasn’t going over very well with only about 40 
competitors out of an organization of over 700. 

They began hosting the competition locally 
for both their organization and the surrounding 
community and, eventually, they were able to 
move the CodeWarz platform into a position 
to offer it to a broader audience, which is how 
they were able to host the competition for 
West Point cadets, while also allowing external 
competitors access to the competition. 

“The current infrastructure is run on several 
virtual private servers and a server cluster,” 
Rykowski explained. “This infrastructure is 
able to handle over five million requests during 
the course of the 55-hour live competition. 

“During the last live competition hosted at 
Augusta, Georgia, but available on the internet, 

we had nearly 1,000 registered users, 500 
players completed at least one challenge over 
6,100 separate code submissions and 2,100 
solves,” he added.

“So far, we have developed a fantastic 
working relationship with the universities 
that have hosted a CodeWarz competition,” 
Rykowski said. “This was the second 
competition we have held at West Point. 
We continue to develop and administer a 
persistent version of CodeWarz and try to run 
a competition with all new challenges once a 
quarter. We do this on a voluntary basis and in 
our free time. We all feel strongly about giving 
back to the information security community by 
providing CodeWarz to the masses.”

The CodeWarz team and West Point first 
worked together during the Cyberstakes Live 
2016 in Pittsburgh. Since then, the CodeWarz 
team and the Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science have 
established a strong working relationship that 
has involved participation in the continuous 
CodeWarz Online competition and multiple 
cyber “Capture the Flag” competitions.

Winners from the cadet division of the 
competition were Class of 2019 Cadet William 
Born (first place), Class of 2020 Cadet Daniel 
Mulcahy (second place) and Class of 2019 
Cadet Conner Russell (third place).

Roughly 100 cadets gave up their Saturday to participate in the CodeWarz computer programing competition along 
with more than 300 others ranging from Soldiers, staff and faculty Nov. 18. This is the second time the competition 
was held at West Point. 

Roughly 100 cadets participated in the CodeWarz computer programing 
competition Nov. 18. ColdWarz began in 2016 by members of the Cyber 
Protection Brigade and the Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Department that uses the program to help cadets develop their skills in 
computer programming. 
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Junger talks about Syria, ISIS, leadership and identity issues with Cadets

Solicitation of Interest in Establishing a Restoration Advisory Board at West Point Military 
Reservation. The U.S. Department of the Army recognizes the importance of stakeholder 
participation in the Installation Restoration and Military Munitions Response Programs. 

Therefore, West Point Military Reservation is soliciting interest in establishing a Restoration 
Advisory Board (RAB) to promote public participation, involve the community in ongoing 
environmental restoration activities at West Point Military Reservation and allow valuable 
input in the decision-making process. 

The RAB is intended to include community members who reflect the diverse interests of 
the local community. If formed, the RAB would be asked to review and comment on plans 
and activities relating to the ongoing environmental studies and restoration activities at West 
Point Military Reservation.  

Members would have the opportunity to provide input on activities that could accelerate 
or modify the restoration. Members would also be expected to serve as a voluntary liaison 
between the RAB and community members, and be available to meet with community members 
and/or other interested parties.  

The RAB meetings would be open to the public. 
Interested persons must be local residents of the West Point Military Reservation 

Community or live in Orange or Putnam Counties.  
Members would be expected to serve a two-year term and attend RAB meetings regularly, 

typical two-to-four meetings per year. 
For more information on the environmental restoration programs at West Point Military 

Reservation, or if you are interested in the establishment of a RAB and participating, contact 
Jeff Sanborn, U.S. Army Garrison West Point at Jeff.Sanborn@usma.edu or 845-938-5041.  

Notification of interest must be received no later than 30 days from the date of publication 
of this notice. 

Public Notice

By Lionel Beehner
Modern War Institute 

The award-winning author and director 
Sebastian Junger spoke to several hundred 
cadets in Robinson Auditorium Nov. 16 about 
his new documentary, “Syria’s War: Hell on 
Earth,” which chronicles the humanitarian 
disaster unfolding in Syria and traces the rises 
of the Islamic State. 

The discussion was moderated by Col. 
William Ostlund, who knows Junger from 
his time embedded in Afghanistan’s Korengal 
Valley with then Lt. Col. Ostlund’s 2nd Battalion 
(Airborne), 503rd Infantry Regiment—“THE 
ROCK”—which formed the basis of his 
2010 and 2014 documentaries, respectively, 
“Restrepo” and “Korengal.” 

The discussion covered a wide swath 
of territory, from military leadership and 
humanitarian interventions to race relations 
within the military and the difficulty of 
reintegrating our Soldiers back into society 
following their deployments.  

Junger has covered a number of wars, 
from the Balkans to Liberia to Afghanistan. 
What unites them all, he said, is that a “few 
violent and well-armed people can throw [a 
country] into chaos.” He said he became a war 
correspondent for much the same reason many 
young men and women join the Army: “it made 
me feel like my life had some purpose.” 

On the ability of the United States to 
militarily intervene and prevent violence or a 
civil war, Junger said that this can only come 
about early on in conflicts, when there is a 
chance to broker a deal. 

He even advocated for a mechanism to 
give someone like Bashar al-Assad political 
asylum abroad, if his absence would prevent 
future conflict. He pointed out that U.S. force 
has not always been used smartly or effectively, 
especially when U.S. airpower has led to 
civilian casualties. 

“If we do it, everyone else will do it,” 
Junger said of the American military’s previous 
use of indiscriminate force, not to mention it’s a 
“betraying of our values. Restraint,” he added, 
“serves a strategic as well as tactical purpose. 
That goes in spades in wars like the one 

America is fighting against Islamist extremist 
groups like ISIS with no endpoint, which he 
likened to the war on drugs or cancer.”

Part of what got him through all the 
violence he saw, including losing his colleague 
Tim Hetherington, a photographer killed 
covering the war in Libya, was his ability to 
tune out the devastation and suffering he saw. 
“I had this crushing feeling of guilt that I didn’t 
feel anything,” Junger said. 

He also discussed the troubles soldiers 
faced when they come home, themes he 
developed in his 2016 book, “Tribe: On 
Homecoming and Belonging.” He talked about 
how issues like race were joked about among 
Soldiers to demonstrate how unimportant they 

were to a unit’s cohesion. “The U.S. is always 
catching up to our military on social issues,” 
he pointed out, noting how hard the transition 
can be to non-communal life, especially 
among minority Soldiers. This PTSD and lack 
of feeling of community is exacerbated by 
America’s modernity and wealth, which has 
strengthened our sense of individualism at the 

expense of stronger social community ties. 
When it comes to the identity politics 

dividing America, “Those distinctions are 
not important out there,” Junger told cadets. 
“You’re only judged by how you act.” To 
illustrate his point, he closed with two 
examples of leadership culled from his previous 
documentaries, “Restrepo” and “Korengal.” 

The award-winning author and director Sebastian Junger spoke to several hundred cadets in Robinson Auditorium 
Nov. 16 about his new documentary, “Syria’s War: Hell on Earth,” which chronicles the humanitarian disaster unfolding 
in Syria and traces the rises of the Islamic State.                    Photo by dorEEn PasiEKa
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Integrating boxing into combatives training: Lessons learned
By Capt. Alexander Bedard
DPE instructor

The Modern Army Combatives Program 
(MACP) has greatly increased close-quarters 
combat training and proficiency in our Army. 
With inclusion into professional military 
education and widespread official tournaments, 
MACP has also improved the Warrior Ethos, 
confidence and lethality of our force. Although 
striking is a part of the MACP curriculum, the 
focus of the program remains on grappling skills 
due to risk mitigation factors. 

Unrestricted striking, like that in the sport of 
boxing, is typically reserved for more advanced 
MACP training and competition. For over 
a century, the boxing program at the United 
States Military Academy has successfully 
trained cadets in boxing through a deliberate 
risk mitigation process, balancing safety and 
realism while meeting training objectives. 
USMA recently conducted gender-integration 
of the boxing program, requiring all cadets to 
complete boxing in order to graduate, removing 
the last existing gender barrier in the U.S. Army.  

This unique requirement offers many 
benefits that are not fully realized through 
MACP. Commanders, non-commissioned 
officers, and master combatives trainers 
throughout the Army can improve their 
combatives programs by learning about the 
boxing risk mitigation process used at West 
Point and how the program was adjusted to 
accommodate both genders. This training can 
continue to improve the combat readiness of 
our Army for all genders.

The boxing program at West Point has been 
continually refined and adapted to balance 
meeting training objectives while ensuring the 
safety of cadets. The current course is taught 
through 19 blocks of instruction lasting 50 
minutes each. Cadets are evaluated in one-on-
one full contact graded bouts consisting of two 
rounds that last one minute each. 

Boxing at West Point is the only mandatory 
activity that pits one cadet against another in 
full body contact. It teaches fear management, 
which is a necessary skill to lead Soldiers in 
the crucible of ground combat. Striking to the 
head, like that in Boxing, increases the perceived 
threat of physical harm. This invokes a strong 
physiological and psychological response from 
participants, similar to that experienced in 
ground combat. 

The fear response of Boxing is much greater 
than the fear associated with ground combatives, 
where one can simply tap and quit when placed 
in a fearful or uncomfortable position. In boxing, 
there is no opportunity to “tap out” against an 
overbearing and aggressive opponent. 

Through boxing, cadets learn to manage fear 
and perform physically despite the presence of 
these stressors, a quality which is necessary for 
combat leadership. 

Women were first admitted to West Point 
in 1976. Concerns over gender differences 
resulted in women initially having to complete 
a self-defense course in lieu of boxing. The 
requirement for women changed over the 
years into a comparable combatives class. West 
Point made the historic decision to integrate 

the boxing requirement in the summer of 
2016, conducting a deliberate review of risk 
management policies and procedures. Existing 
Army doctrine, however, provided limited 
guidance. 

The primary concern with gender-integration 
of boxing is that women appear to experience 
concussions at a greater rate than men. This may 
be a result of physiological differences between 
men and women. On average, women also 
have less muscle mass than men of comparable 
weight. Boxing, like combatives, is a weight-
category sport. Matching men and women 
according to body weight may not adequately 
account for gender differences with striking 
force. 

A detai led and mult i - faceted r isk 
management program exists at West Point 
to ensure cadets meet the boxing program 
objectives while providing a safe yet authentic 
environment. Before being allowed to box, 
cadets must complete a pre-participation 
medical questionnaire, screened by medical 
providers. 

Medical personnel provide constant support 
and assistance whenever boxing training is 
conducted. Hand wraps are used to prevent hand 
fractures and wrist sprains, fitted mouth pieces 
are worn to guard against dental injuries, and 
head gear is worn to prevent cuts and abrasions 
to the face and forehead. Boxers must also wear 
gloves, which primarily serve to prevent hand 
injuries. 

Heavier gloves are also believed to reduce 
punch acceleration, limiting the amount of force 
a boxer can generate. Boxers therefore wear 
gloves according to body weight, with male 
cadets 175 pounds and less wearing 16 ounce 
gloves and male cadets over 175 pounds wearing 
20 ounce gloves. 

As a general policy, women wear 14 ounce 
gloves; however, instructors monitor females 
and increase the weight of the gloves for certain 
skilled boxers if warranted. 

Aside from medical screening and protective 
equipment, instructors phase and control 
activities to further minimize injuries. Cadets 
are first taught punches in segments without 
an opponent. Segments are gradually reduced 
until cadets are performing full movements in 
formation or in mirrors. 

Once technique has improved to an 
acceptable level of proficiency, cadets find a 
partner within 10 pounds of their own body 
weight for partner drills. Instructors use verbal 
commands to control the volume of punches 
thrown, the defenses used, the tempo, and most 
importantly the intensity of the drills. As cadets 
become more proficient, instructors increase 
the intensity and reduce the predictability 
of the drills. Instructors seek to maintain an 
inverse relationship between the intensity and 
the volume of punches, minimizing exposures 
at higher intensities. Finally, cadets may be 
pitted against each other in free sparring, which 
introduces the greatest amount of complexity. 
Although instructors closely supervise all 
sparring through issuing verbal commands, 
during free sparring, control is greatly reduced. 

Boxing instructors also continually assess 
cadet proficiency throughout instruction. 

Cadets are rated on a one-to-five Likert-type 
scale, with a one designating an internationally 
competitive boxer and a five indicating a boxer 
who is so overcome with fear that he or she 
cannot participate. Instructors then match cadets 
according to skill level, body weight (within 10 
pounds), gender, and aggression. 

This ensures that sparring contributes to the 
attainment of course objectives and limits the 
risk of injury. While conducting free sparring, 
cadets must box someone of the same gender. 
When conducting partner drills, however, 
cadets are permitted to work with a cadet of the 
opposite gender. Instructors continually monitor 
activities to ensure the match ups are suitable. 

Another risk mitigation policy which has 
been effective at reducing the concussion 
exposure rate is the restriction of power punches 
to the head. 

Unlike a jab, a power punch utilizes weight 
transfer and rotation from the hips to increase 
the force of a strike. These punches are gradually 
introduced through instruction, allowing boxers 
time to develop defensive skills and timing. 
Power punches to the head are limited during 
free sparring, with cadets only permitted to 
throw one cross, one hook, and one upper cut 
to the head per round. This policy serves to 
preserve the stimulus of perceived fear while 
minimizing the risk of injury. 

Cost is always a factor when considering 
training objectives. Fortunately, most units 
possess MACP kits which contain boxing 
gloves and head gear. A lack of punching bags 
is often cited as a concern. Bag work, however, 
is discouraged in favor of partner drills, as bags 

fail to improve both defensive and offensive 
skills. A boxing ring is another cost issue, as 
many commercially available rings start at 
around $2,500. Free sparring should only occur 
in a regulation boxing ring for safety concerns, 
however many benefits of boxing training can 
be gained through partner drills alone. A boxing 
ring may not be necessary to initially introduce 
and integrate boxing training into a combatives 
program. Hand wraps and fitted mouth pieces 
should be individually purchased due to hygiene 
concerns, and are readily available for under 
$10. 

All units can benefit from incorporating 
boxing-style training into their combatives 
program. Doing so will increase the ability 
of Soldiers to control their fear in stressful 
situations, improve confidence, Warrior Ethos, 
resiliency, and proficiency in hand-to-hand 
combative encounters. When incorporating 
striking into combatives training, however, 
commanders must ensure there are qualified 
instructors and medical support. 

A deliberate risk management process 
must also be enforced. If conducting striking 
training with Soldiers of both genders, policies 
must account for the physiological differences 
between men and women, ensuring the safety 
of all participants while reaching training 
objectives. 

Gender integration is not simply a movement 
to one standard; it requires deliberate thought 
and constant evaluation. When done properly, 
striking can and should be incorporated into a 
unit’s training program, increasing the combat 
readiness and lethality of our Army.

Women cadets engaged in a graded evaluation. Boxing became a mandatory 
requirement for all women at West Point starting in the fall of 2016. 
        Photo by John PEllino



9 December 7, 2017Pointer View  

USMA Club team faced All-Army 
Hockey squad, All-Army took 5-3 win

(Left) The first week of the All-Army Hockey 
trial camp ended with a scrimmage Dec. 1 at the 
Watertown Municipal Arena between the All-Army 
team and a club team from the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point. All-Army won, 5-3. (Above) Capt. Cody 
Ikkala, from Fort Richardson, Alaska, chats with 
Class of 2018 Cadets Matthew Ouellette and Brendan 
Ward, after the scrimmage. A few West Point grads 
were trying out, including player/head coach Capt. 
Jeffery Fearing, a USMA Class of 2008 graduate and 
currently works as a company tactical officer with 
the Corps of Cadets. Photos by miKE strassEr/Fort drum Pao

Brigade Town Hall gets cadets engaged with Corps’ issues

(Above) Brigade Commander Simone Askew (middle) provides an update to attendees at the second Brigade Town Hall event on Nov. 16. The Town Hall event 
provided an open forum to the Corps for cadets to hear what efforts the command and staff teams are working on, bring new issues to light and ask questions 
about policies or procedures. Several questions came up during the event, discussing issues such as how to better implement Corps-wide recycling, how to 
make book issue more efficient and how to improve communication up and down the chain of command. (Above right) Class of 2021 Cadet Gabriel Fuhrman 
asked a question and offered suggestions to incentivize cadet support for athletics events and participation in other optional events. Brigade Deputy Commander 
Marcos Arroyo (far left in above photo) responded by emphasizing that incentives, such as uniform changes, are not offered for meeting standards and basic 
expectations, but are instead used to motivate and inspire excellence from all cadets.        Photos by Class oF 2018 CadEt alEx wErdEn
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Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma
facebook.com/westpointusma

#USMA Social Scene

Xktbaumeister: hey @usnavalacademy I think you’re missing 
something.

westpointadmissions: When you wake up and it's December, 
aka the best month of the year. Make sure to follow us for 
live video and photos of 2 of the best traditions. #ArmyNavy 
#ChristmasDinner

nlmb_jblack: It’s more than just a game... #ClimbToGlory
jesse_helms: The season is over but the dawgs are still hunting. 
#Dynasty
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Community Information Forum from West Point 
Leadership

There will be a live-streamed forum for the Garrison 
Command and its on- and off-post community partners to share 
information on construction and events that will be happening 
over the next four months on West Point at 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Wednesday at Eisenhower Hall Theatre. 

The event will allow people to discuss issues and topics that 
are important to the West Point community.

Ski Slope instructors needed for upcoming season  
The Victor Constant Ski Slope is seeking volunteers for ski 

and snowboard instructors for the upcoming season. 
Volunteers will receive free season passes (first-year 

instructors pay $65), free training, in-season clinics and access 
to ski at West Point during operating hours.  

This is an opportunity for potential instructors to share their 
love of snow sports with the community. Weekend lessons are 
scheduled at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday and run for one 
hour each. 

The mid-week lessons are a series of 10 lessons given 
during a five-week period (twice a week at 6:15-7:15 p.m. either 
Monday-Wednesday or Tuesday-Thursday) starting the week of 
Jan. 8. Instructor training will start Jan. 6.

Snowboard lessons are given on weekends only. Instructors 
needed to teach (or are available to teach) for 16 lesson hours.

Children’s programs are held from 11 a.m.-noon on weekend 
mornings. 

No training is required to apply as free training is provided.  
If interested, contact Madelene Knaggs, the Snow Sports 

director, at mknaggs@hvc.rr.com.

Volunteers needed for new West Point Visitors Center
The newly-renovated Malek West Point Visitors Center will 

open this month. 
The center is seeking volunteers to assist at the visitors 

information desk at the center. 
Volunteers will answer questions and provide general 

information pertaining to West Point and directions to the area, 
facilities and services within the Visitors Center. 

The volunteers will also assist visitors with utilizing the 
information kiosk and provide information on exhibits and film 
times.  

If you are interested in the exciting opportunity to serve in 
the hospitality field, contact Lt. Col. Leonard Draves at 845-938-
1656 or email leonard.draves@usma.edu.

Tax Center seeking volunteers
The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 

with tax return preparation and administrative assistance during 
the tax season (January-April 2018).  

Volunteers are asked to work at least two half-days each 
week. Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain 
valuable work experience. The center is also seeking volunteers 
to assist with administrative support during the tax season. No 
tax training is required. 

For more details, contact david.presley@usma.edu or call 
845-938-6507.

Substitute teachers needed in HFFM District

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

The Highland Falls–Fort Montgomery Central School District 
seeks substitute teachers in all content areas and grade levels to 
work in the 2017-18 school year. 

New York State certification is preferred, but not mandatory. 
Applicants should have at a minimum, a high school degree. 
Applicants should have a happy, positive, nurturing 

personality and enjoy working with students. 
Candidates will also be required to provide New York State 

TEACH fingerprint clearance. 
Applicants should apply through the online application 

system at www.olasjobs.org.

Instrument Drive 
Have instruments that you don’t use or need anymore? The 

Highland Falls Intermediate School Band program needs your 
help. 

Contact musicalinstrumentdrive2017@gmail.com if you have 
a used instrument that you would like to donate.

Instruments needed include flute, trumpet, clarinet, tuba, 
trombone, any saxophone, bassoon, bass clarinet, oboe, French 
horn, or percussion instruments.

West Point Lending Library
The West Point Community Lending Library at 126 

Washington Road is located on the second floor. 
WPFH library has a variety of books to choose from, such as 

children books, drama, history, mystery, best sellers, biographies, 
etc. The library is now open during business hours everyday and 
is ready for visitors to come check out books, study, do homework 
or stay and enjoy its tranquil reading room.  

The Bass Club accepting new members
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club promotes sustainable fishing and performs 

community service in support of  West Point Outdoor Recreation. 
Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of the 
armed forces and their dependents.  

For details, contact toddmess@aol.com or visit http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a fifth grader at West Point Middle School 

and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located at 306D 
Alexander Place on West Point. 

The purpose of the LFL is to share books, bring people 
together and create communities of readers. 

The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book exchanges 
numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries. 

The mission of the LFL is to encourage children to read 
during the fall months. 

Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days a week. To learn 
more, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email sharon.seidule@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Ashley Scales at 845-398-

4108 or email ascales@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs

Lighthouse Christian Assembly
The Lighthouse Christian Assembly cordially invites the West 

Point community to join its family of fellowship and worship at 
10 a.m. Sundays at 134 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  

The church has served the Fort Montgomery/Highland Falls 
and West Point communities for more than 30 years.  

It provides a family atmosphere for cadets, Soldiers, family 
members and the community.  

Additionally, the church is affiliated with the Walter Hoving 
Home, founded by John and Elsie Benton in 1967.  

This Christ-centered home provides a safe space for women 
in recovery from alcohol and substance abuse.  

If you are in need of transportation, contact either Robby 
at 845-661-0339 or Tommy at 262-444-2460 by 9 a.m. on the 
Sunday morning you plan to attend. 

The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 
Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. 

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 
Call the Testing Center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson 
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

coMMUnity

Commissary holiday hours 
The West Point Commissary is scheduled to be open from 

9 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec. 18. The Commissary is also scheduled to 
be open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 24. 

However, the West Point Commissary will be closed 
Christmas, Dec. 25.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

Exceptional Family Member Program’s Paws for Kids
The Exceptional Family Member Program’s Paws for Kids 

is scheduled from 3:30-5 p.m. Dec. 19.
For children with special needs and siblings, the ability to 

interact with a dog can have a very positive impact upon their 
quality of life. 

Interacting with the therapy dogs can change behavior, create 
a sense of responsibility and even improve a child’s ability to 
participate in therapeutic treatment leading to achievement in 
relation to identified goals and objectives. Children can often 
trust and easily achieve a level of intimacy with animals. 

To RSVP or for more details, call 845-938-5655 or email 
josephine.toohey@usma.edu.

SAC Winter Camp
CYS Services is offering a School Age Center Winter Camp 

for registered patrons. 
There are two camp weeks offered from Dec. 19-22 and Dec. 

26-29 for kindergarten through fifth grader. 
For details, call 845-938-8530. 

Part-day preschool openings
Spaces are available for the Stony Child Development Center 

Tuesday and Thursday sessions of part-day preschool. 
The class hours are 9 a.m.-noon. The program utilizes the 

creative curriculum to facilitate the development of social, 
emotional, literacy, fine and gross motor skills.   

Fees are based upon total family income. A USDA CACFP 
approved snack is served each day. 

If you have any questions, contact Parent and Outreach 
Services at 845-938-4458. 

School Age Center’s after school programs
School Age Center offers programming with several different 

themes and activities for grades kindergarten through fifth. 
If you are interested in a before and after school program for 

your school age child, sign up today. 
The School Age Center also offers hourly options for children 

who would like to come on an hourly or daily basis.
For more details, call the Lee Area CYS Facility front desk 

at 845-938-8530.

FOR THE YOUTHSFOR THE ADULTS

2018 West Point Racquetball Leagues
The MWR Sports Office will conduct the 2018 West 

Point Racquetball League open to all USMA personnel 18 
years of age and older. 

The leagues will be held on the fourth floor racquetball 
courts at Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. 

Deadline for first entries will be Jan. 5. 
For more details, contact James McGuinness at 845-938-

3066 or email at Jim.McGuinness@usma.edu.

2017-2018 West Point Community General Skate
The MWR Sports Office will conduct the 2017-18 

Community General Skate at Tate Rink. 
The Holleder Center is open to all West Point personnel, DOD 

personnel and families. All skaters must supply their own skates. 
The dates for Community General Skate are as follows: from 

3:30-5 p.m. Sunday and Dec. 17; Jan. 7, 14, 21 and 28; Feb. 4, 11, 
18 and 25, and March 4. There are two dates during Christmas 
break from 10-11:30 a.m. Dec. 26 and 28. 

For details, call the Skate Hotline at 845-938-2991.

Leisure Travel Services
• Sunday—New York City Holiday Shopping. Leave West 

Point at 10 a.m., leave NYC at 5 p.m. 
Experience New York decorated for the holidays. See 

fabulous store windows, Rockfeller Center Christmas Tree and 
skating rink and much more. 

There is a fee for transportation with LTS. For more details 
and pricing, call 845-938-3601.

Sealed Bid Sale
A West Point Sealed Bid Sale is scheduled Dec. 14-15. Bids 

must be in by 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 18. Winner will be decided 
on Dec. 20. Vehicles are sold as is, no refunds or guarantee the 
vehicles will run or are road worthy.

Vehicles that are a part of the bid sale:
• 2001 Chrysler Voyager Minivan with about 43,800 miles-

minimum bid, $500;
• 2002 Chevy Dump Truck with about 19,000 miles-

minimum bid, $250.00;
• 2001 Dodge 4x4 1/2 ton pickup with about 37,000 miles-

minimum bid, $400.00.
The vehicles can be viewed by the parking area near Buffalo 

Soldier Pavilion, 628 Wilson Road, between 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
You can get the bid slip forms from our Auto Shop. For more 

details, call 845-938-8231.

Wanted: Certified and experienced personal trainers 
at the MWR Fitness Center

The MWR Fitness Center is looking for certified and 
experienced personal trainers who can motivate and inspire 

Wee Ones Open Play Group
Wee Ones Open Play Group welcomes children (infants 

through 4 years old) and a parent from 9:30-11 a.m. every 
Monday at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Building 500, across 
from West Point Schools. 

It is a time for the children to play, learn and make new 
friends. Pre-registration is not required. There’s always something 
fun happening at Wee Ones.  

For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 
Advocacy at 845-938-3369 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Wee Read
Wee Read welcomes children (infants through 4 years old) 

and a parent at 9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursday of each 
month at the Army Community Service (ACS) Resiliency Center, 

FOR THE FAMILIES
West Point Arts & Crafts

• Today—Fine Arts Class (Watercolors), 2:30-4:30 p.m., for 
grafdes 5 and up;

• Today—Cookies and Canvas, 5-6:30 p.m.;
• Today and Dec. 14—Lil’ Impressionists, 10:30-11 a.m.; and
• Saturday—Teen Drop-In, 10 a.m.-noon, for ages 13 and up.
Advance registration is required. For details, call 845-938-

4812 or visit www.westpointartsandcrafts.com.

Horseback riding lessons
The Morgan Farm horseback riding lesson program is now 

open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages 
5 and up. Lesson packages are available. 

For more details, call 845-938-3926.

clients. 
The benefits of working at the MWR Fitness Center include:
• Create your own hours; and
• Profitable opportunity.
For more details, call 845-938-6490.

second floor of Building 626, near Buffalo Soldier Field.  
Wee Read introduces children to basic literacy skills, books 

and reading. Pre-registration is not required. 
For  the  mos t  up- to -da te  de ta i l s ,  ca l l  Fami ly 

Advocacy at 845-938-3369 or go to www.facebook.com/
WestPointArmyCommunityService.

Adult Soo Bahk Do Program at West Point
The FMWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try 

traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical 
martial art which develops every aspect of the self. 

The purpose is to create a person who is free from inner 
conflict and who can better deal with the outside world. The 
kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan styles 
developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. 

The instructors, a husband and wife team, are certified Korean 
master instructors. 

Free sessions will be offered  at 7:10-8 p.m. Tuesdays and  
6:10-7 p.m. Thursdays through Dec. 21. 

Space is limited and no experience is necessary. 
For more details, call the Fitness Center at 845-938-6490. 
A nominal fee will be charged for regular sessions beginning 

in January.
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Movies weren’t updated at press time, see the website 
below for updates.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
TRICARE is changing—Which plan is 
better for your family?

TRICARE is changing and will offer 
two plans with different features: TRICARE 
Prime and TRICARE Select.

Keller Army Community Hospital wants 
to ensure you understand the differences 
between the two plans so you can choose 
the one that fits you and your family’s needs. 

Visit https://www.tricare.mil/changes/
compare for more information.

PT Sick call to be held at KACH 
Physical Therapy at 7:30 a.m.

The Physical Therapy Sick Call, for acute 
injuries only, will return to Keller Army 
Community Hospital’s Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic, fourth Floor, beginning 
at 7:30 a.m.

The intent of the program is for members 
of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive 
an evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as 
soon as possible and without the need for a 
referral. 

Research suggests that the sooner people 
with certain types of injuries see a PT, the 
sooner they recover. 

This time is not intended for chronic 
conditions that have been ongoing for weeks 
or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, 
routine appointments can be made (also with 
or without referral) by calling 845-938-3324.

2018 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive at West Point

The 2018 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive is scheduled from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Jan. 8-11 at Eisenhower Hall. 

The Blood Drive is open to active and 
reserve duty military members, USMA cadets 
and USMAPS cadet candidates, dependents, 
retirees and civilians. 

Visit http://www.militaryblood.dod.
mil/Donors/can_i_donate.aspx to learn if 

you are eligible to donate, general donation 
guidelines and travel/medical restrictions.

In addition to the blood drive, the C.W. 
Bill Young Department of Defense Marrow 
Donor Program will be present for those 
that wish to join the National Bone Marrow 
Donor Registry. 

The blood donor travel-related deferral 
criteria do not apply to bone marrow/
hematopoietic stem cell (HSC) donation. 

Those ineligible to donate blood due to 
travel to disease-prevalent areas may still be 
eligible to donate organs and bone marrow.   

How West Point can properly dispose 
of ‘sharps’

Keller Army Community Hospital cannot 
accept household sharps for disposal; and 
disposal of household sharps in household 
trash is prohibited on West Point. 

Household sharps can be disposed of 
at St. Luke’s Cornwall Hospital from 2-3 
p.m. Mondays, and at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Newburgh from 2-3 p.m. Wednesdays. 

For more information on ‘sharps disposal’ 
call:

• St. Luke’s Cornwall at 845-534-7711; 
and

• St. Luke’s Newburgh at 845-561-4400.
Additionally, sharps can be disposed of 

at Orange Regional Medical Center, 707 
East Main Street, Middletown, from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m. Monday-Friday in the Emergency 
Department. For more details, call 845-333-
1000.  

For proper guidelines on safe sharps 
disposal and a list of hospital collection 
sites in New York State, visit the NYS 
Department of Health website at http://www.
health.ny.gov/diseases/aids/consumers/
prevention/needles_syringes/sharps/index.
htm.       

If the West Point community has any 
questions, contact Keller’s Preventative 
Medicine & Wellness, Environmental Health  
Department at 845-938-5836.

• Showing of Elf: Join the West Point 
Family Homes when it shows the movie “Elf” 
at 2 p.m. Friday at B126 Washington Road. 

Enjoy snacks and refreshments while 
watching this holiday family favorite. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by today with the total number of family 
members attending.

• Mr. Matt visit: Join Mr. Matt as he 
engages children with songs, comedy, robots, 
bubbles, music technology and original stories 
about why engineers, architects and designers 
rock at 3 p.m. Wednesday at USMAPS Bates 
Auditorium.

Each song is accompanied by hands-on, 
visual and sensory experiences designed to 
help kids learn and have fun at the same time. 
Kids will play instruments, try out interactive 
music technology and dance along through 
the whole show. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 

with the number of people attending. Open 
to everyone.

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and 
then drop it in our very special North Pole 
mailbox at 126B Washington Road before 
Dec. 15 for a guaranteed delivery to Santa 
before Christmas. 

We will make sure it gets to the “Big Man” 
at the North Pole just for you. 

Make sure to check your mail box for 
your letter back from Santa, please include 
your age, gender and address.

• West Point Lending Library: The 
West Point Community Lending Library 
at 126 Washington Road is located on the 
second floor.  

The library is now open during business 
hours everyday and is ready for visitors to 
come check out books, study, do homework 
or stay and enjoy its tranquil reading room. 

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Dec. 14

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 7-14
Channels 8/23
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Men’s Basketball claims Papa John’s Bulldog Bash title
By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Basketball 
team earned the title of tournament champions 
after defeating Marist, 82-75, Dec. 2 at the 
Papa John’s Bulldog Bash in Charleston, South 
Carolina.

The Black Knights posted back-to-back wins 
in a two-day span to win their first tournament 
title since 2015 when the Black Knights claimed 
the Barclays Center Classic crown.

Army was familiar with its opponent 
Saturday, having played the Red Foxes 14 days 
ago in Poughkeepsie. Following that 94-73 road 
win and Saturday’s win, the Black Knights 
defeated a non-league opponent twice in the 
same season for the first time since the 2008-09 
campaign when they did so against Dartmouth.

The Black Knights trailed two minutes into 
the contest but a layup from Matt Wilson on 
the fast break handed Army the 5-4 edge. The 
Cadets then maintained that advantage and even 
extended their lead to a game-high 16 points 
at 39-23 with seven minutes remaining in the 
opening period. Marist cut into the deficit but 
Army managed to take a double-digit lead into 
the break.

The Red Foxes slowly started to chip away 
at the advantage throughout the second half 
and pulled within 73-68 with just under three 
minutes to play. 

Four-straight points from Army over the 
course of the next two minutes though extended 
the lead to 77-68. Marist was never able to pull 
any closer than six in the final minute of play to 
ultimately hand the Cadets the victory.

Four reached double-digit scoring for the 
Black Knights with Tommy Funk’s 16 points 
leading the way. 

The sophomore finished 3-of-6 from the 
floor, 1-of-2 from long range and a career-best 
9-of-10 at the free throw line. He chipped in a 
game-best eight assists as well.

Joining him in double figures was Wilson 
and Tucker Blackwell with 15 points apiece 
and Alex King with 10 points. Wilson has now 
recorded double-digit scoring in Army’s last five 
games, while Blackwell reached a career-best 
in scoring with King matching his.

Junior Jordan Fox added a career-high nine 
rebounds, while also dishing out three helpers. 
He did see his 12-game double-digit scoring 
streak come to a halt after notching just six 
points in the contest. That streak dated back to 
last season.

Funk was named the tournament’s most 
valuable player, having averaged 16.0 points, 
7.0 assists and 2.0 rebounds throughout the 
event. Wilson and Blackwell were also tabbed 
to the all-tournament team. 

Wilson averaged 13.0 points and 6.0 
rebounds, while Blackwell chipped in 10.5 
points per contest.

Army highlights and game notes 
• Army finished the night shooting 48.2 

percent (27-of-56) from the floor and 39.1 
percent (9-of-23) from downtown. The Black 
Knights also posted 19-of-26 makes from the 
free throw line for 73.1 percent shooting.

• Marist closed out its night at 47.4 percent 
(27-of-57), 24 percent (6-of-25), and 78.9 
percent (15-of-19), respectively.

• Blackwell converted on 5-of-8 shots from 
the floor, 3-of-6 buckets from downtown and 
two of his three attempts from the charity stripe. 
His field goals made, 3-point field goals and his 
15 points were all career-high marks.

• King recorded his second career double-
digit scoring game and both came at this 
weekend’s tournament.

• Wilson is riding a five-game twin-figure 
scoring streak after posting 15 points in the 
game. He also chipped in seven rebounds for a 
solid overall performance from the sophomore.

• Army registered 37 rebounds to just 28 
for the Red Foxes.

• Marist held the edge on points in paint at 
40-35 and on second-chance points at 7-6.

• Army posted 15 points off turnovers 
compared to 10 for the Red Foxes.

• The Black Knights also earned the 8-4 
edge on fast-break points.

• Marist led for 1:05, while Army was 
in front for 38:04. The game was tied for 51 
seconds.

• The Cadets held their largest lead at 39-23 
with 7:05 remaining in the opening half.

• Three Red Foxes reached double digits 
with Brian Parker leading the way with a game-
high 19 points.

Turning point
• With the Black Knights holding a 63-52 

advantage with 10:10 left to play, the Red Foxes 
sparked an 11-4 run over a little less than three 
minutes to cut the deficit down to 67-63. Army 
responded with a 10-5 run of its own to create a 
nine-point lead with just 44 seconds remaining. 
Marist was never able to recover.

All-Tournament Team
• Army—Tommy Funk (MVP);
• Army—Tucker Blackwell;
• Army—Matt Wilson;
• Marist—Aleksandar Dozic;
• Marist—Brian Parker; and
• UMBC—K.J. Maura.

Up next 
• Army continues its eight-game road trip 

with a stretch of two games in three days next 
weekend.

• The Black Knights first head up to 
Binghamton for a Wednesday matchup, 
followed by a contest at ACC foe Wake Forest 
two days later on Friday. Both games are 
scheduled to tip off at 7 p.m.

The Army West Point Men’s Basketball team earned the Papa John’s Bulldog Bash title with a 82-75 victory over Marist Dec. 2 in Charleston, S.C.    
                                                               Photo by army athlEtiC CommuniCations
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Black Knights top #17 Colgate at Tate Rink

Freshman goaltender Jared Dempsey made 24 saves to lead Army West Point Hockey to a 3-1 win over No. 17-ranked 
Colgate Dec. 2 at Tate Rink.                                             Photo by army athlEtiC CommuniCations

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Backed by Jared Dempsey’s 24 saves, the 
Army West Point Hockey team downed No. 
17-ranked Colgate, 3-1, Dec. 2 at Tate Rink. 

It was Army’s first win over an opponent 
ranked 17th or higher since the squad defeated 
No. 2-ranked Miami in 2009.   

  
Army highlights and game notes 
• Tonight’s win marked the second time in 

2017 that Army defeated a ranked opponent. The 
last coming against No. 19-ranked Air Force in 
the beginning of November.

• It was Army’s first win at Tate Rink in the 
2017-18 season.

• The Cadets’ 3-1 victory over Colgate 
improves Army’s unbeaten streak against the 
Raiders to four.

• The Black Knights’ first goal of the night 
came from Brendan McGuire. It was the senior’s 
second goal of the season and first point against 
the Raiders.

• Alex Wilkinson netted Army’s second goal 
on the power play. It was the Black Knights’ 
fourth straight game with a man-advantage 
goal and Wilkinson’s third power play goal of 
the year.

• Dalton MacAfee assisted on the first two 
goals of the night to improve his season total to 
13. He has now recorded a point in all, but five 
games for the Black Knights.

• Mason Krueger scored on a tip-in late in 
the second period for his first collegiate goal. He 
was assisted by Wilkinson and Zach Evancho.

• Other Black Knights to gain points on the 
night were Dominic Franco and Mike Preston.

• Dempsey earned his first win in net for 
Army in his first collegiate start. He now boasts 
a .975 save percentage and a 0.65 goals against 
average on the year.

• The one goal by the Raiders was the least 
amount scored for Colgate in nine contests.

• The Black Knights scored three goals 
against Colton Point who ranks second 

nationally in save percentage.

How it happened
First period (1-0 Army) 
• Halfway through the game, Colgate’s 

Jared Cockrell stole the puck and had a quick 
chance at a wraparound. Dempsey made a pad 
save to maintain the 0-0 tie.

• With 1:34 left to play, MacAfee crossed 
the ice connecting with McGuire who buried his 
shot from the right dot to go ahead 1-0.

• The Black Knights outshot Colgate 8-7 
in the period.

Second period (3-0 Army)  
• Wilkinson continued his hot streak on 

the power play with a goal from the point. This 
ended up being the game winning goal to mark 
the third of the season.

• With 5:15 to go and on the penalty kill, 
Dempsey stepped up with a huge glove save for 
the Black Knights.

• At the 15:45 mark of the second stanza, 
Krueger scored the first of his career on a tip in 
from Wilkinson’s initial shot.

• This brought the Black Knights ahead 3-0 
to head into the third frame.

Third period (3-1 Army) 
• The Raiders scored their first of the game 

four minutes into the final frame. Ben Sharf 
scored on the second chance opportunity after 
Dempsey made the initial save.

• The Black Knights killed off a late penalty 
and with three minutes remaining Tyler Pham 
went streaking down the ice, but hit the pipe as 
the penalty expired.

 
Up next
• The Black Knights travels to Merrimack 

and New Hampshire this weekend.

The Army West Point Football team (left) will take on the San Diego 
State Aztecs in the 2017 Lockheed Martin Armed Forces Bowl, Brant 
Ringler, the bowl’s executive director, announced Sunday in Forth 
Worth, Texas. The 15th edition of the Lockheed Martin Armed Forces 
Bowl will be played at 2:30 p.m. Dec. 23 at TCU’s Amon G. Carter 
Stadium. “We are extremely excited to announce that the United States 
Military Academy and San Diego State University will square off at 
Amon G. Carter Stadium this year,” Ringler said. “We are honored 
to host Army West Point for the second time and to have a service 
academy playing in the game for the ninth time in the past 11 years. 
We also are very pleased to be able to bring in a strong San Diego 
State program that has enjoyed so much success this year and over 
the past decade.” The matchup will be televised nationally on ESPN. 
It also will be aired in both English and Spanish on the Armed Forces 
Bowl Radio Network.      Photo by army athlEtiC CommuniCations

  

Army to play San Diego 
St. in Armed Forces Bowl
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SatUrday

3 P . M .—f o o t B a l l  V S .  n aV y ,  l i n c o l n  f i n a n i c a l  f i e l d  i n 
PhiladelPhia. (tV: cBS.)

dec. 16
1 P .M.—wo M e n’S  Ba S k e t B a l l  V S .  St .  Jo S e P h’S  Br o o k ly n, 
chriStl arena.

dec. 29
3 P.M.—woMen’S BaSketBall VS. BoSton UniVerSit y, chriStl 
arena.

**V i e w  t h e  U P c o M i n g  a r M y  w e S t  P o i n t  B l a c k  k n i g h t S 
S c h e d U l e  a t  w w w . g o a r M y w e S t P o i n t . c o M / c a l e n d a r .
aSPx?VtyPe=liSt.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Climb to Glory: Army honors 10th Mountain Division
The Army Black Knights will honor the heritage of the 10th Mountain Division as fighters in winter warfare during World War II with primarily white jerseys 
against Navy Saturday during the 2017 Army-Navy Game in Philadelphia.                            CourtEsy Photos

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The 2017 Army-Navy uniform tells the story of the Soldiers 
of the 10th Mountain Division and their birth in the winter warfare 
of World War II. 

The specialty of the 10th Mountain Division is to conquer the 
land. They fight on the harshest terrain, in any climate, anywhere 
in the world, to protect and defend the United States of America. 
We honor the past by re-telling the story of the “Climb to Glory.”

“Once again, our friends at Nike and the USMA Department 
of History allowed us to tell a story of a division of the Army 
through a uniform,” Army West Point Director of Athletics Boo 
Corrigan said. “There are so many stories of our Army. Our ability 
to tell them through our uniforms and the Army-Navy Game has 
become our duty.”

“Our team is honored to represent the Soldiers of the 10th 
Mountain Division this Saturday in Philadelphia,” head coach 
Jeff Monken said. “As a team, we take pride in remembering 
and honoring those that have come before us. To be aligned with 
such a great division of the United States Army that has fought on 
some of the harshest terrain in the world, makes this opportunity 
special and there is no better way to show our appreciation than 
to wear their patches for the greatest rivalry in all of sports.”

Alpine Origins: After Finnish soldiers on skis annihilated 
two Soviet tank divisions, the President of the National Ski Patrol, 
Charles Minot (Minnie) Dole, lobbied the War Department to 
train troops in mountain and winter warfare.  

On Dec. 8, 1941, Gen. George C. Marshall activated the 
Army’s first mountain unit.  The 87th Mountain Infantry Battalion 
formed the foundation of the 10th Mountain Division.

Pando Commandos: The 85th, 86th and 87th Infantry 
Regiments joined together in Pando, Colorado, on July 13, 1943 
to form the 10th Light Alpine Division.  

Soldiers at Camp Hale trained at 9,200 feet, honing their 
skills to fight and survive in the most brutal mountain conditions.

Climb to Glory: On Feb. 18, 1945 at 1:17 a.m., teams 
of expert climbers began to ascend Riva Ridge, scaling the 
1,500-meter cliff to overcome German forces who had thought 
themselves secure.  

The 10th Mountain Division turned terrain to their advantage, 
setting up the allies for a decisive victory in Italy.

Going for New Glory: The Black Knights will wear this 
uniform as they take the field for the 118th Army-Navy Game, 
presented by USAA, on Saturday.


