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The Golden Envelope
PAGE 4—National American Indian 
Heritage Month Observance story.

Class of 2018 Cadet Daniel Beck’s nervousness went 
away after opening his envelope and celebrating 
receiving the Army Branch he wanted—Infantry—
Nov. 15 during Branch Night. Branch Night is the 
night First Class cadets learn which of the 17 Army 
branches they will serve in during their careers. The 
event was abbreviated to help reduce the tension, 
anxiety and anticipation for the cadets. See page 3 
for the Branch Night story.              
                         Photo by Kathy eastwood/PV
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A message to the 
force from the new 
Secretary of the Army 
To the Army Family,

Today, I had the great honor of being sworn 
in as your 23rd Secretary of the Army. Having 
served previously in the Regular Army, Guard 
and Reserves, I know well that people are the 
Army’s greatest asset. 

I fully understand and acknowledge the 
sacrifices our Soldiers and families have 
given to our great Army; especially during 
the previous 16 years of sustained combat 
operations. 

Thanks to your service, our Army remains 
the world’s premier ground combat force and 
the bedrock of our nation’s defense. 

This is why the readiness and welfare of our 
Soldiers, civilians and their families will always 
be foremost in my mind, and why I intend to 
pursue initiatives that will offer the professional 
opportunities and quality of life all deserve. 

As I return to duty, I want you to know that 
my first priority is readiness—ensuring the 
Total Army is ready to deploy, fight and win 
across the entire spectrum of conflict, with an 
immediate focus on preparing for a high-end 
fight against a near-peer adversary. 

Improving readiness is the benchmark for 
everything we do; it should guide our decision-
making. 

My second priority is modernization— 
building greater capacity and capabilities in 
the longer term. 

This means growing our operational force 
while maintaining quality, reshaping it to be 
more robust and successful in all domains, 
and modernizing it with the best weapons 
and equipment available to guarantee clear 
overmatch in future conflicts.

My third priority is reform—improving 
the way we do business, including how we 
implement these priorities, to make the Total 
Army more lethal, capable and efficient. 

This means changing the organizations, 
policies, processes and tasks that consume 
time, money or manpower without delivering 
real value, and applying the savings to our top 
priorities. 

Lastly, I place great importance on a 

commitment by all—especially leaders—to the 
Army’s values. This includes treating everyone 
with respect, collaborating broadly and always 
doing the right thing. 

The Army is at its best when it works and 
fights as one team, and with the challenges we 
face ahead, a recommitment to these values 
will serve us well. 

I will be working hard on all of these 
priorities, and welcome your ideas on how we 
can best achieve them. 

To be successful, we must work together 
and empower people at all levels to lead, 
innovate and make smart decisions. 

I look forward to meeting with and hearing 
from many of you in the months ahead, and 
I’m excited about the great things we will 
accomplish together.

Army Strong!

           Mark T. Esper
                     23rd Secretary of the Army

West Point community member, 
11-year-old Eli Osuna was 
invited to the Olympic Training 
Center at Colorado Springs, 
Colo., to compete for the U.S. 
Junior National Gymnastics 
team. Osuna placed seventh 
in the country and made 
the Junior National Team 
for the second consecutive 
year. Osuna will return to 
the OTC to attend training 
camps this summer. He trains 
at World Cup Gymnastics in 
Chappaqua, N.Y., with Coach 
Robert Kayser and with the 
West Point Gymnastics Club 
with Coach Carl Schrade. 
Eli’s parents are Lt. Col. Jim 
Osuna, U.S. Military Academy’s 
inspector general, and Laura.      
                  Courtesy Photos

11-year-old Eli Osuna 
invited to U.S. Junior 
National Gymnastics team 
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USMA Class of 2018: Envelopes opened, celebration ensues
IN FOCUS: BRANCH NIGHT

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

It was a case of high anxiety that followed 
the Class of 2018 into the orchestra section of 
Eisenhower Hall theatre Nov. 15 for Branch 
Night. That’s when 983 firsties filed into their 
seats, by company, to learn if they received their 
first––or fifth—choice of the 17 Army branches.

Cadets have learned about the various 
Army branches for the past three and half years 
through the Branch Education and Mentor 
Program, which begins during Branch Week 
and continues with mentors, military science 
instruction and panel discussions.

By the time cadets become juniors, they 
understand what the duties and responsibilities 
of the various branches entail and, as juniors, 
they must indicate five branch preferences 
in order depending on their qualification and 
specialties eligibility. By the time cadets reach 
Branch Night, branches have already been 
assigned according to performance, preference 
and the Army’s branch goals and needs.

Class of 2018 Cadet President Marcos 
Arroyo spoke to his fellow firsties about this 
significant milestone of Branch Night, just six 
months before graduation and commissioning.

“Welcome to this long awaited night 41 
months in the making,” Arroyo said. “Tonight, 
we celebrate a milestone, one of many we have 
had during our time as cadets. We are about to 
don our branch insignias that will strike the first 
brass to the next steps ahead. The journey will 
lead us to the next six months to graduation and 
commissioning and careers as service officers 
of the United States Army.”

Excitement abounded as 983 First Class cadets learned which branch they received on Branch Night Nov. 15 at 
Eisenhower Hall. With anxiety and anticipation running high, some cadets were a bit afraid to open the envelopes, but 
to avoid adding to the stress, the event was abbreviated with only one speaker, retired Lt. Gen. Larry Jordan, USMA 
Class of 1968 and chairman of the West Point Association of Graduates. 

Arroyo said that although they will all be 
going their separate ways, the bonds formed as 
cadets will carry them through.

“This evening is a celebration,” Arroyo 
said. “I look forward to serving with all of you 
wherever that will take us. Helicopter pilot 
or Army officers, we will continue bonding 
together in service to our country.”

Before the ceremony began, Class of 2018 
Cadet Briyah Brown said she is a management 
major and had her heart set on receiving the 
Adjutant General branch assignment.

“As an AG, I can put my major to work,” 
Brown said. “My second choice is the Military 
Police branch. Both of my parents are police 
officers. My dad is a police officer in New 
Rochelle, New York, and mom is a New York 
City police officer.”

Brown described her emotions as “nervously 
excited, just to see what I get.”

When Brown opened her envelope, she 
found that her first two choices alluded her.

“I actually did not get AG or MP,” Brown 
said. “I received the Chemical Corps, which 
was my third choice. Even though I did not get 
my top two choices, I am thrilled and honored 
to join the United States Army as a chemical 
officer. I will be contacting other CM officers 
present at West Point to learn more about the 
branch and what my job will be as a future 
officer.”

Class of 2018 Cadet James Manni said he 
was overly excited yet confident he would get 
his first choice, Field Artillery.

“I have been waiting for this for three years,” 
Manni said. “This just hit and it seemed really 
quick.”

Manni said he felt very lucky to learn he was 
assigned to his first branch choice.

“I am extremely excited to be part of the 

Field Artillery family and look forward to be 
able to learn more about the trade and employ 
those skills on an ever changing and modern 
battlefield. I have wanted to be an artilleryman 
as long as I could remember and was happy to 
share that moment with some of my best friends 
who also branched Field Artillery.”

Members of the Class of 1968, the 50-year 
affiliate class for the Class of 2018, were on 
hand to support and cheer the firsties. 

Retired Lt. Gen. Larry Jordan, chairman of 
the West Point Association of Graduates and 
USMA Class of 1968, talked about the power a 
branch assignment has to shape an Army career.

“You can feel the excitement in the air,” 
Jordan said. “A lot has changed in the last 50 
years. You have a lot more branches today. You 
have Cyber Branch; the word wasn’t invented 
in 1968.

“One thing that certainly hasn’t changed is 
that your branch assignment will shape your 
next several years and ultimately, your career,” 
Jordan explained. “Your branch will be your 
professional home, it will define your area of 
expertise, and it will influence where you’re 
assigned and to whom you are assigned. They 
will be your source of pride and camaraderie.”

The Branch Education and Mentoring 
Program appears to be working. Col. William 
Ostlund, director of Military Instruction, 
revealed the statistics of Branch Night with 79 
percent of the cadets receiving their number one 
choice and 97 percent of the class received one 
of their top five choices. 

Seventy-seven percent of men branched 
combat arms and 41 percent of women branched 
combat arms, with six going into Infantry.

Class of 2018 Cadet Adam Collins is now happy and relaxed after learning 
he received his first choice of branch assignment, Ordnance, during Branch 
Night Nov. 15. Next up, Post Night, when cadets find out where they will be 
located after Basic Officers Leaders Course. Again, cadets will have a choice 
and depending on the needs of the Army and class standing, they may get the 
post they want.
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West Point observes National American Indian Heritage Month
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy’s Equal Opportunity Office 
hosted the annual National American Indian Heritage Month 
Observance Nov. 15 at the West Point Club. The theme this year 
was “Standing Together.”

This year’s guest speaker was Patty Loew, professor at 
the Medill School of Journalism, Media Integrated Marketing 
Communications at Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, 
and director of NU’s Center for Native American and Indigenous 
Research.

Loew has written several books and produced documentaries, 
with one titled “Way of the Warrior,” an award-winning 
documentary televised by the Public Broadcasting System in 
2007.  

 “I have always wanted to do a documentary on the issue 
of Native Americans volunteering for military service for some 
years and I traveled around and spoke to veterans at Pow Wows 
on the relationship of Native Americans with the military,” Loew 
said. “I ended up finding something on my grandfather, Pvt. 
Edward DeNomie, a member of the 127th Infantry, Red Arrow 
Division, who volunteered for World War I.”

While researching her documentary, Loew received a call 
from her cousin who happened to come across her grandfather’s 
wartime diary, which had important details on the daily life of the 
127th Infantry. She also found a photograph of a bugler that her 
grandfather took and soon other photographs came to light. She 
found that the documentary she was researching became about 
her grandfather because, although he was her grandfather, he 
represented the typical life of the Native American in the military.

“My grandfather saw action in all seven major battles in 
which American Expeditionary Forces fought during WWI. 
He was one of 12,000 Native Americans who volunteered for 
military service in WWI. I often wondered how he and other 
Native Americans could stand up and take the oath to defend the 
constitution when they had no protection under the constitution. 
And yet many other Native Americans volunteered for military 
service. Why would Native Americans enlist in numbers in three 
times that of other ethnic civilians?”

Loew said she spoke with a Vietnam veteran from the 
Menominee tribe of Chicago at a Pow Wow one summer and he 
answered that question. 

“In 1827, the Menominee signed an agreement with the 
government to provide assistance when they needed it,” Loew 
said. “Seventy-eight percent of Menominee men were eligible 

to enlist in the military, even though they were not considered 
American citizens at the time.”

Loew said that she wanted to use the documentary as a 
teaching tool and continues in her effort to educate university 
students and children about Native Americans. Her outreach 
work focuses on Native American youth and digital storytelling.

Elementary school children were also involved in the 
celebration with Native American crafts made by the children 
present at every table. The children also submitted poems on 
Native Americans to the Equal Opportunity Office, and instructed  
them to do the research and to take their time on their writing.

Fourth grader Marlie Sikora wrote a poem about the 
Narragansett People and was selected to read it at the luncheon 
and to sit at the head of the table with her parents. The 
Narragansetts are an Algonquian American Indian tribe from 
Rhode Island. 

An excerpt of the poem “I am the Narragansett People:”
“I am the Narragansett People, I pretend that we do not hurt, 

but we feel it inside. I feel that at first there was trust between 
the Narragansett and the settlers, but then they took our land. I 
touch some deer skin clothing. I worry we will die of white man’s 
diseases. I cry because my tribe will never see each other again 
because we scattered after a fight with the settlers.”

(Right) Guest speaker 
Patty Loew, professor 
at the Medill School of 
J o u r n a l i s m ,  M e d i a , 
In tegra ted  Marke t ing 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a t 
Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Illinois, and a 
member of the Bad River 
Band of Lake Superior 
Ojibwe spoke about her 
grandfather Ed DeNomie 
who fought in World War I 
with the 127th Infantry, 32nd 
“Red Arrow” Division. The 
theme for this observance 
was “Standing Together” 
and the topic of Loew's 
speech was remembering 
contributions by Native 
Americans in World War 
I .  (Above) West Point 
Elementary School fourth 
grader Marlie Sikora was 
selected to read her poem 
titled: “I am the Narragansett 
People” to attendees at the 
annual National American 
Indian Heritage Month 
Observance Nov. 15 at the 
West Point Club. 
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Friendship through sport: The Army West Point Marathon team competes in Athens
By Class of 2020 Cadet Ryan French

Tradition holds that after the Battle of Marathon, a battle 
in which a significantly outnumbered Greek army defeated 
the invading forces of the Persian Empire, the Athenians 
dispatched a messenger named Pheidippides to Athens to 
report the victory to the assembly. Pheidippides ran from 
Marathon to Athens, a distance of approximately 26.2 
miles, reported his message to the assembly, announced the 
Athenian victory, and then expired from exhaustion.  

Our modern-day marathons commemorate this traditional, 
mythic run. In reflecting on the origin, these races are more 
than just an event that showcases stamina, endurance and 
determination; they are also our link to the past.

As a way to rekindle this link to our shared past, as well 
as to foster a new relationship and increase the understanding 
between the United States and Greece, the Hellenic Army 
Academy invited the Army West Point Marathon team to 
compete in the Athens Marathon. 

The course follows the approximate route Pheidippides 
took over 1,500 years ago. Over Veterans Day weekend, the 
team packed their bags and flew to Athens, where they were 
immediately greeted by their hosts from the Hellenic Army 
Academy. While at the academy, the team lived and toured 
with HAA cadets. 

The Marathon team was escorted by their Greek army 
hosts to multiple locations in both Athens and Marathon, 
from the Acropolis to the battle site of the Battle of Marathon, 
where tour guides provided detailed accounts of Greek 
history. 

On Nov. 12, both academies’ teams made their way to 
the starting line in Marathon. 

The race was a tough one, with a majority of the first 20 
miles being uphill and unseasonably hot conditions further 
challenging the runners. 

Despite the steep climb, the marathoners succeeded in 
completing the difficult 42.195km as they crossed the finish 
line in the historic Panathenaic Stadium, the site of the first 
Olympic Games.  

The team’s top male and female finishers were Class of 
2018 Cadets Aaqib Syed and Stephanie McDermott. Each 
finisher from the Army West Point Marathon team was 
presented an olive branch wreath by Maj. Gen. Charlampos 
Lalouis, the superintendent of the HAA.

Much more than just a marathon, this was a bonding 
opportunity between both current and future military leaders 
of Greece and the United States and a learning experience 
into democracy and how the Battle of Marathon continues 
to shape the world. 

Class of 2020 Cadet Murray Johnston said, “It was an 

incredible opportunity to run a one of a kind race and meet 
our brothers and sisters at the Hellenic Army Academy that 
we will all remember.”

“The expert planning by Maj. Kelly Calway, the dutiful 
resourcing by Cadet Aaron Davis, and the gracious hosting 
by the Hellenic Army Academy, ensured that the West Point 
Marathon team was able to gain a deep appreciation of the 
emotionally powerful aspects of this historic event.” Lt. Col. 
Joshua Keena said. “This was much more than a footrace. 
The Athens Marathon showcases inspirational elements of 
democracy, military service and athleticism.” 

The Army West Point Marathon team’s top male and female finishers were Class of 2018 Cadets Aaqib 
Syed and Stephanie McDermott at the Athens Marathon Nov. 12 in Athens, Greece.                Courtesy Photo
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(Left) Joseph M. Acadea, Commander and retired Army Col. 
Mark T. Vande Hei and retired Marine Col. Randy Bresnik, are 
three of the NASA astronauts aboard Expedition 53 in the 
International Space Station. The astronauts spoke to cadets 
who were able to ask questions during a downlink video from 
aboard ISS, hosted by the Department of Physics and Nuclear 
Engineering, Monday at Bartlett Hall. The three astronauts 
answered a variety of questions including how months on 
the ISS affects their bodies and what is the most interesting 
experiment they have done. Astronauts for Expedition 53 
are attempting to discover what the sun's impact is on 
earth, are improving a new diabetic implant device, and what 
researching microgravity does to the leg muscles.                      
                           Photos by Kathy eastwood/PV

C a d e t s  s p e a k  t o 
astronauts aboard ISS
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Brig. Gen. Bonner speaks CBRNE professional development with cadets, faculty
Story and photos by Lt. Col. Chi Nguyen 
Department of Chemistry and Life Science

The United States Military Academy hosted Brig. Gen. 
James E. Bonner, commanding general, 20th Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and Explosives Command, 
Nov. 8. Bonner’s visit included engagements with cadets and 
faculty, and office calls with USMA and Nuclear Science and 
Engineering Research Center leadership. 

The highlight of Bonner’s visit was the time spent with 
cadets and discussing professional opportunities as future 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Chemical Corps officers. 
Bonner was energized by the cadets and excited for them as 
they embark on their professional journey as officers. 

He emphasized to the cadets the need for them to learn about 
the different career fields and to make an educated decision that 
is right for them. 

During lunch, Bonner and the 20th CBRNE command team 
engaged with First Class cadets who indicated interest in serving 
as Chemical Corps and EOD officers, while during the evening 
lecture period, he spoke with the cohort of Second Class cadets. 

Bonner discussed his diverse professional experiences in 
Army, joint and interagency assignments; and communicated 
to the cadets the breadth and depth of professional opportunities 
available to Chemical Corps and EOD officers. 

Bonner’s message was very well received by the cadets. 
At the conclusion of the evening lecture, Class of 2019 Cadet 

Kathryn Silecchia commented that “it was really great that Brig. 
Gen. Bonner shared his experience” and that his presentation 
“was really informative.” 

“Bonner did a great job in opening cadets’ eyes to 
opportunities they would not have otherwise considered,” 
Silecchia added. 

Class of 2019 Cadet Caleb Rinderer stated that he “had never 
been exposed to anything about the Chemical Corps. Brig. Gen. 
Bonner definitely opened my eyes to the possibility.”

Class of 2019 Cadet Jafr Kazmi provided that he “had 
never been exposed to the opportunities available as an EOD 
officer from lieutenants on up” and may now consider EOD as 
a career field.  

In addition to meeting with cadets, Bonner also met 
with leadership in the Department of Physics and Nuclear 
Engineering, the Department of Chemistry and Life Science, 
and NSERC to discuss collaborative opportunities for cadets 
and faculty, as well as officer assignment opportunities with the 
20th CBRNE Command. 

In Bonner’s meeting with 52 officers in Chemical 
Corps, EOD and Field Artillery serving at USMA, he shared 
professional insights from his almost 30 years of service, 

communicated professional opportunities available within 
the 20th CBRNE Command, and addressed 20th CBRNE 
Command’s capabilities.

Maj. Emily Spencer, executive officer to the Dean, and 
an EOD officer, attended both the professional development 
meeting with officers and the evening lecture with cadets. 

“The presentation (with cadets) was very motivating,” 
Spencer said. “It is great that Brig. Gen. Bonner is taking the 
time to mentor and advise on the organization (20th CBRNE 

Command), not only for cadets, but also faculty.”
According to Pam Silcox, commander’s initiative group, 

20th CBRNE Command, Bonner’s visit to West Point “was 
a great opportunity for an operational commander to engage 
the junior class of future leaders on branch opportunities in 
CBRNE and EOD, and to provide mentorship and insights on 
career progression. The visit also afforded Brig. Gen. Bonner 
the opportunity to engage with department heads to continue 
20th CBRNE partnership with West Point.” 

Brig.  Gen.  James E. 
Bonner, commanding 
general, 20th CBRNE 
C o m m a n d ,  l e a d s  a 
professional development 
session with 52 officers 
in USMA EOD, Chemical 
Corps and Field Artillery 
Nov. 8. Bonner shared 
his professional insights, 
discussed professional 
opportunities within the 
20th CBRNE Command, 
and addressed 20th 
C B R N E  C o m m a n d ' s 
capabil i t ies with the 
faculty. 

Solicitation of Interest in Establishing a Restoration 
Advisory Board at West Point Military Reservation. The 
U.S. Department of the Army recognizes the importance of 
stakeholder participation in the Installation Restoration and 
Military Munitions Response Programs. 

Therefore, West Point Military Reservation is soliciting 
interest in establishing a Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) 
to promote public participation, involve the community in 
on-going environmental restoration activities at West Point 
Military Reservation and allow valuable input in the decision-
making process. 

The RAB is intended to include community members who 
reflect the diverse interests of the local community.  If formed, 
the RAB would be asked to review and comment on plans 
and activities relating to the ongoing environmental studies 
and restoration activities at West Point Military Reservation.  

Members would have the opportunity to provide input 
on activities that could accelerate or modify the restoration.  

Public Notice
Members would also be expected to serve as a voluntary 
liaison between the RAB and community members, and be 
available to meet with community members and/or other 
interested parties.  

The RAB meetings would be open to the public. 
Interested persons must be local residents of the West 

Point Military Reservation Community or live in Orange or 
Putnam Counties.  

Members would be expected to serve a two year term and 
attend RAB meetings regularly, typical two to four meetings 
per year. 

For more information on the environmental restoration 
programs at West Point Military Reservation, or if you are 
interested in the establishment of a RAB and participating, 
contact Jeff Sanborn, U.S. Army Garrison West Point at Jeff.
Sanborn@usma.edu or 845-938-5041.  

Notification of interest must be received no later than 60 
days from the date of publication of this notice. 
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USMA receives bronze medal at iGEM Giant Jamboree Competition
Story by Alex Mitropoulos and J. Ken 
Wickiser
Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science assistant professors

The Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science fielded an International Genetically 
Engineered Machines (iGEM) team that 
competed in the annual iGEM Giant Jamboree 
Competition from Nov. 9-13 in Boston.

The West Point team presented their work 
titled “Detecting chemicals with engineered 
olfactory receptors through microelectrode array 
readings” and were awarded a bronze medal 
for their engineered DNA construct, a wiki 
webpage, three nights of poster presentations 
and a final oral defense and presentation. 

The team, comprised of Cadets Jason 
Hug (Life Science, 2018), Zach Andersen 
(Life Science, 2018), Kylor Kiesewetter (Life 
Science, 2018), James Pruneski (Mathematics, 
2019), Alanna Appel (Psychology, 2020), Liz 
Huuki (Life Science, 2020), Matt McDonough 
(Life Science, 2020) and Channah Mills (Life 
Science, 2020), was inspired by bomb-sniffing 
dogs and the desire to provide warfighters 
technology to avoid putting the dogs and their 
handlers in harm’s way. 

There are molecular sensors in the nose 
used to detect and discriminate thousands of 
possible odors. Humans have over 400 of these 
olfactory receptors, while animals such as dogs 
and rats have close to 1,000, that when arranged 
in different combinations may detect trillions of 
different smells. 

To demonstrate their idea, the West Point 
team genetically engineered human olfactory 
receptor DNA sequences into mouse neuronal 
cells to produce a biological sensor system. 

The team demonstrated the function of their 
system using advanced light microscopy in 
Bartlett Hall’s Photonics Research Center and 
electric field measurements using an advanced 
field potential instrument in the Center for 
Molecular Science, the research arm of the 
Department of Chemistry and Life Science, 
while developing a microfluidic device at the 

Naval Research Laboratory.
Jason Hug, who has been involved with the 

team for over a year, said it was thrilling to take 
part in an international event. 

“The Giant Jamboree was a great experience 
to share our work with researchers from all over 
the world,” Hug said. “The culmination of all 
the hard work that has been put into this project 
has made me appreciate our work even more, 
and it was nice to have some closure to what we 
do in lab every day.”

Additionally, Zach Andersen, who helped 
develop the engineered DNA sequence, said he 
was ready to attend the Jamboree. 

“Discussing our project with individuals 
during the poster presentation allowed me to 
fully appreciate our research,” Andersen said. 
“Teams from all over the world seemed to be 
genuinely interested in our project.”

Mills gained significant research experience 
during the last two academic semesters. 

“I feel like I have a better understanding of 
our work,” Mills said. “Before the Jamboree 
I didn’t understand how each piece of our 
project connected since we each worked on 
specific components of the project. But giving 
a platform talk and talking about the project 
at the poster sessions bridged the team’s work 
together for me.”

Due to the extent of the project, work was 
conducted during the spring and fall 2017 
semesters. Additionally, cadets conducted an 
Academic Individual Advanced Development 
opportunity at the Naval Research Laboratory 
in the Chemistry Division and BioEnergy & 
BioFabrication over the summer in Washington, 
D.C. under the guidance of R. Kirk Pirlo 
(Government Chief Technology Officer at 
Advanced Tissue Biofabrication Manufacturing 
Innovation Institute) and Joel Gaston. 

The IAD-A cadet team worked with 
DOD scientists and civilian undergraduates 
to develop a secondary device that created a 
continuous fluid flow across a layer of cells on 
an engineered microelectrode array. 

The system was 3-D printed to help 
eliminate the need to exchange media and allows 

The West Point iGEM team in front of its banner at the iGEM Giant Jamboree 
Competition from Nov. 9-13 in Boston. (From left to right) Class of 2019 Cadet 
James Pruneski, Class of 2018 Cadet Zach Andersen, Class of 2020 Cadet 
Alanna Appel, Class of 2020 Cadet Channah Mills, Class of 2018 Cadet Jason 
Hug and Class of 2020 Cadet Matt McDonough. 
              Photos by alex MitroPoulos

for a simple method of introducing chemical 
samples. McDonough was one of the cadets who 
was part of the IAD-A opportunity. 

“The experience at NRL was a unique 
academic experience,” McDonough said. 
“I learned a lot about bioengineering and 
interdisciplinary research while at the Naval 
Research Labs. I’m glad the work we conducted 
with Dr. Pirlo was able to be presented at the 
Giant Jamboree and helped us receive a bronze 
medal.”

The spirit of iGEM is more than scientific 
research which forces student driven teams to 
expose themselves to other aspects involved in 
bioengineering.

A major component of the iGEM competition 
is integration of human practices, which 
examines how the team’s research benefits the 
world and conversely how the world benefits 
the team’s research. 

The West Point team integrated human 
practices into their project by conducting 
interviews with Col. David Barnes, a senior 
West Point faculty member in the Department 
of English and Philosophy, to discuss the ethics 
of synthetic biology in warfare. 

The team integrated public policy into their 
project by discussing synthetic biology and 
science with U.S. Rep. Morris Brooks from 
Alabama, District 5, and U.S. Rep. Steven 
Womack from Arkansas, District 3, in an effort 
to socialize the responsible use of biotechnology 
and genetic engineering efforts. 

However, the primary human practices 
integration of the research is demonstrated by 
the fundamental problem it attempts to address: 
the work was funded by the Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency and the Office of Naval 
Research, organizations looking to develop 

a hand-held sensor device that can be easily 
used by a warfighter to detect compounds and 
residue traditionally detected using military 
working dogs.

Additionally, the team collaborated with 
another iGEM team from Manhattan College-
Riverdale, by practicing their presentation at 
USMA and sharing transformed biological 
material for an Interlaboratory study. 

The iGEM InterLab Study measured the 
replicability of fluorescent measurements from 
Green Fluorescent Protein expressing cells. The 
results are planned to be published as an open 
access journal article in PLoS ONE where the 
USMA-West Point team will be recognized as 
contributors and authors. 

Lastly, the team conducted educational 
outreach during the 2017 Soldier Design 
Competition as well as competing in the 2017 
Mid-Hudson Valley Business Competition 
where they placed first in the Advanced 
Technology Track. 

The team plans to continue the research 
during the spring academic semester to improve 
their device as a new piece of Soldier hardware 
and to engineer specific plasmids. The team will 
present their work at the 2018 Soldier Design 
Competition and will present their work at 2018 
USMA’s Project Day. 

Rapid detection of biological material can 
be applied to several areas of operation interest 
such as defense, security, force protection, 
Special Forces, Homeland Security, and medical 
& health capacities. 

The team is advised by Alex Mitropoulos, 
J. Ken Wickiser, Dr. John Cave, and Kamil 
Woronowicz in the Department of Chemistry and 
Life Science and Department of Mathematical 
Sciences.

Class of 2018 Cadet Jason Hug discusses the West Point poster during the 
evening presentation to students from one of China’s teams at the iGEM Giant 
Jamboree Competition. 
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Havard Professor and distinguished author Randall Kennedy (left) and Maj. 
Trivius Caldwell (right), Department of English and Philosophy instructor, have 
a discussion entitled, “Racial Reconciliation and Beyond,” about race relations 
in America.                Courtesy Photo

Renowned author, Harvard Law professor, participates in race relations talk
By Capt. Derek Brown 
Department of English and Philosophy

The Department of English and Philosophy 
and the Department of Law co-hosted Professor 
Randall Kennedy for a discussion entitled, 
“Racial Reconciliation and Beyond,” Nov. 16 
in the Haig Room. 

A Rhodes Scholar and distinguished author, 
Kennedy is a professor at Harvard Law School 
and served as a law clerk to Supreme Court 
Justice Thurgood Marshall.  

In the Haig Room at Jefferson Hall, 
Kennedy and DEP instructor Maj. Trivius 
Caldwell participated in a 90-minute dialogue 
in front of more than 60 cadets, faculty and 
staff—including the Dean of the Academic 
Board, Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb.  

The two scholars discussed a wide-range of 
topics related to past and present concerns about 
race relations in America. 

In conversation with Caldwell, Kennedy 
described race as “the great fault-line in 
America” that informs “research and electoral 
politics” as well as “relationships, dating and 
music.” 

Kennedy acknowledged that race relations 
have improved dramatically since his days 
attending segregated movie theaters in South 
Carolina, but noted that “the burden of our past 
is still with us as new things arise.”  

In the past 10 years, Kennedy has been 
particularly struck by “how much deeper and 
how many more layers of racism there are in 
the United States.”  

To combat racism, Kennedy advocates 
“respectability politics,” or the art of persuasion 
in the battle for public opinion. Kennedy 
discussed the need for current activists “to 
handle (themselves) in a way that will bring 
people to (their) side,” and shared the story 
of James Farmer’s Freedom Riders of 1961, 
who wore suits, sport-coats and dresses while 
riding busses (and upon arrest) in the South to 
draw more people to their cause and portray 
a “responsible” image in pictures and on 
television.  

As the conversation continued, both scholars 
discussed the internal burden of living as 
a minority in a majority environment, and 
Kennedy noted that he “can’t think of a 
prominent black person who has not been called 
a sell-out in some way.” 

Next, Kennedy referenced his book “Nigger: 
The Strange Care of a Troublesome Word,” as 
he and Caldwell discussed the complexities of 
speaking, or omitting the word “nigger.”  

Kennedy powerfully suggested that “the 
fact this word is still with us substantiates that 
the race question is still with us.”  Furthermore, 
Kennedy encouraged “prudence” when 
deciding to use the word due to “the chance of 
misunderstanding.” 

Both scholars discussed policing, implicit 
bias and racial fear.  

Kennedy categorized the police force as 
the “domestic equivalent of the military,” 
responsible to uphold “clear and strict 
expectations of behavior.” 

Caldwell noted how the recurring narrative 

of police brutality contributes to racial fear and 
distrust.  

To close the discussion, both speakers 
confronted the question of memorialization.  

In response to varying opinions about 
this issue, Kennedy stated, “I cannot live 

with complacency,” but also noting that he 
prefers “addition rather than subtraction.” He 
continued, “Let the old stay, but I want to know 
about the history that has been suppressed.” 

Following the discussion, the panelists 
responded to cadet questions.  

(Left and below) Company B-2 defeated Company I-3, 76-72, to win the 
Company Athletics Brigade Basketball Finals Nov. 13 at Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. Also, in other Brigade finals action, Company C-2 took 
the Brigade title in grappling by the score of 47-40.  
                        Photos by anthony battista/dPtMs

Company B-2 takes 
Brigade Basketball title
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Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma
facebook.com/westpointusma

#USMA Social Scene

wst_nam: Table 12D, my last table at West Point! #formaldinner 
#army #westpoint #messhall #fulldress

westpoint_usma: Congratulations to #USMA’s 2018 
#RhodesScholar Cadet Simone Askew and 2018 #MarshallScholar 
Joy Schaeffer! More scholarships are expected to be announced 
in the coming weeks. 

thecrazycolonel: This...LTG Caslen, one of the best leaders I’ve 
ever known!

armymarticalarts: Army-Navy Taekwondo kicks off at 1900 EST 
on December 1st! Join us at Ike’s Riverside Cafe or watch the 
team from our live stream as we #beatnavy
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cadet Chapel organ recital event

The Cadet Chapel is hosting the final organ recital of the 
fall season at 3:30 p.m. Sunday with the 59th annual Handel’s 
Messiah Cadet Choir, Combined Choirs and Orchestra.

Department of Physical Education community fitness 
session

The Department of Physical Education will have a community 
fitness session with rock climbing 12:15-1:15 p.m. Monday at 
the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center on the third floor 
at the Class of 1979 Rock Climbing Wall.

Community members who particpate should wear athletic 
gear, while climbing shoes will be provided.

Volunteers needed for new West Point Visitors Center
The newly-renovated Malek West Point Visitors Center will 

open in December. 
The center is seeking volunteers to assist at the visitors 

information desk at the center. Volunteers will answer questions 
and provide general information pertaining to West Point and 
directions to the area, facilities and services within the Visitors 
Center. The volunteers will also assist visitors with utilizing 
the information kiosk and provide information on exhibits and 
film times.  

If you are interested in the exciting opportunity to serve in 
the hospitality field, contact Lt. Col. Leonard Draves at 845-938-
1656 or email leonard.draves@usma.edu.

Tax Center seeking volunteers
The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 

with tax return preparation and administrative assistance during 
the tax season (January-April 2018).  

Volunteers are asked to work at least two half-days each 
week. Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain 
valuable work experience. The center is also seeking volunteers 
to assist with administrative support during the tax season. No 
tax training is required. 

For more details, contact david.presley@usma.edu or call 
845-938-6507.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Substitute teachers needed in HFFM District
The Highland Falls–Fort Montgomery Central School District 

seeks substitute teachers in all content areas and grade levels to 
work in the 2017-18 school year. 

New York State certification is preferred, but not mandatory. 
Applicants should have at a minimum, a high school degree. 
Applicants should have a happy, positive, nurturing 

personality and enjoy working with students. 
Candidates will also be required to provide New York State 

TEACH fingerprint clearance. 
Applicants should apply through the online application 

system at www.olasjobs.org.

West Point Lending Library
The West Point Community Lending Library at 126 

Washington Road is located on the second floor. 
WPFH library has a variety of books to choose from, such as 

children books, drama, history, mystery, best sellers, biographies, 
etc. The library is now open during business hours everyday and 
is ready for visitors to come check out books, study, do homework 
or stay and enjoy its tranquil reading room.  

The Bass Club accepting new members
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club promotes sustainable fishing and performs 

community service in support of  West Point Outdoor Recreation. 
Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, veterans of the 
armed forces and their dependents.  

For details, contact toddmess@aol.com or visit http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a fifth grader at West Point Middle School 

and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located at 306D 
Alexander Place on West Point. 

The purpose of the LFL is to share books, bring people 
together and create communities of readers. 

The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book exchanges 
numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries. 

The mission of the LFL is to encourage children to read 
during the fall months. 

Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days a week. To learn 
more, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 

Army Education Center 
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email sharon.seidule@msmc.edu; and
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Ashley Scales at 845-398-

4108 or email ascales@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in 

public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or 
email jheiney@jjay.cuny.edu; and

• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT, 
SIFT through the DA and DLI. 

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. 
Call the Testing Center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

Wreaths Across America event
Seeking volunteers to assist with the wreath-laying 

ceremony, as part of Wreaths Across America, at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at the West Point Cemetery. 

The event includes unloading of wreaths from the truck 
at 10 a.m. and placement on the veterans’ gravesites at noon 
during the official wreath-laying ceremony. Volunteers just 
need to dress warm and arrive at the West Point Cemetery 
to assist.  

For more details, visit http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.
org.

‘Santa Meets Christmas’ play
The Lighthouse Christian Assembly and Chi Alpha Cadet 

Religious Club cordially invites the West Point community 
to attend this year’s Christmas play entitled “Santa Meets 
Christmas,” at 7 p.m. Saturday at the Morgan Farm’s Barn, 2026 
Morgan Farm Road, West Point.  

In this living nativity play, Santa visits the first Christmas.  
This heartwarming, faith based play will be performed by 
members of the church, community and the Walter Hoving Home.  

Admission is free, and coffee/hot chocolate will be served.  
For additional information, call Kerry Dunham at 585-319-

8936.

Lighthouse Christian Assembly
The Lighthouse Christian Assembly cordially invites the West 

Point community to join its family of fellowship and worship at 
10 a.m. Sundays at 134 Old State Road, Highland Falls.  

The church has served the Fort Montgomery/Highland Falls 
and West Point communities for more than 30 years. 

It provides a family atmosphere for cadets, Soldiers, family 
members and the community.

If you are in need of transportation, contact either Robby 
at 845-661-0339 or Tommy at 262-444-2460 by 9 a.m. on the 
Sunday morning you plan to attend. 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 845-938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson 
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the testing center at 845-938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

Exceptional Family Member Program’s Paws for Kids
The Exceptional Family Member Program’s Paws for Kids 

runs from 3:30-5 p.m. Tuesday and Dec. 19.
For children with special needs and siblings, the ability to 

interact with a dog can have a very positive impact upon their 
quality of life. 

Interacting with the therapy dogs can change behavior, create 
a sense of responsibility and even improve a child’s ability to 
participate in therapeutic treatment leading to achievement in 
relation to identifi ed goals and objectives. Children can often 
trust and easily achieve a level of intimacy with animals. 

To RSVP or for more details, call 845-938-5655 or email 
josephine.toohey@usma.edu.

SAC Winter Camp
CYS Services is offering a School Age Center Winter Camp 

for registered patrons. 
There are two camp weeks offered from Dec. 19-22 and Dec. 

26-29 for kindergarten through fi fth grader. 
For details, call 845-938-8530. 

Part-day preschool openings
Spaces are available for the Stony Child Development Center 

Tuesday and Thursday sessions of part-day preschool. 
The class hours are 9 a.m.-noon. The program utilizes the 

creative curriculum to facilitate the development of social, 
emotional, literacy, fi ne and gross motor skills.   

Fees are based upon total family income. A USDA CACFP 
approved snack is served each day. 

If you have any questions, contact Parent and Outreach 
Services at 845-938-4458. 

School Age Center’s after school programs
School Age Center offers programming with several different 

themes and activities for grades kindergarten through fi fth. 
If you are interested in a before and after school program for 

your school age child, sign up today. 
The School Age Center also offers hourly options for children 

who would like to come on an hourly or daily basis.
For more details, call the Lee Area CYS Facility front desk 

at 845-938-8530.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS
Santa Slayings Murder Mystery

Enjoy an evening of crime and cuisine at the Santa Slayings 
Murder Mystery Friday at the West Point Club. 

Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar begin at 7 p.m. The dinner and 
show starts at 7:45 p.m. This full immersion experience will 
delight and intrigue guests as everyone tries to solve the murder 
mystery. Actors are seated among you, so you never know what 
will happen next. 

The fee includes dinner, show, dessert and one drink—beer, 
wine or soda. Menu and tickets available at thewestpointclub.
com. For details, call 845-938-5120.

Ski swap
There is a ski swap from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday 

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony
The Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony is scheduled for 6 

p.m. Monday at Daly Field. Parking is at Clinton Lot.
There will be choir performances and a guest appearance 

by Santa Claus. There are also refreshments, crafts and photo 
opportunities at the West Point Club after the ceremony. 

For details, visit westpoint.armymwr.com or call 845-
938-6497.

at Victor Constant Ski Area. The swap includes a consignment 
sale, season pass sales, new and used items, gear check and 
lesson registration. For details, visit victorconstantski.com or 
call 845-938-8810.

2017-2018 West Point Community General Skate
The MWR Sports Office will conduct the 2017-18 

Community General Skate at Tate Rink. 
The Holleder Center is open to all West Point personnel, DOD 

personnel and families. All skaters must supply their own skates. 
The dates for Community General Skate are as follows: 

from 3:30-5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 10 and 17; Jan. 7, 14, 21 and 28; 
Feb. 4, 11, 18 and 25, and March 4. There are two dates during 
Christmas break from 10-11:30 a.m. Dec. 26 and 28. 

For details, call the Skate Hotline at 845-938-2991.

Hearts Apart Support Group 
Join Army Community Service from 10-11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday for Hearts Apart Support Group. 
This support group promises to motivate, support and inspire 

you to experience a breath of fresh air as a military spouse. The 
discussion dynamics are designed to be up-close and personal.  

Children are welcome. To RSVP, call 845-938-3487.

West Point Club Spirit Luncheons
Tickets are on sale now for the Army-Navy Spirit Luncheon 

Wednesday at the West Point Club’s administration offi ce. Tickets 
can be purchased 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. 

The luncheon is in the club’s Grand Ballroom and a pep rally 
for that week’s game. Doors open at 11:30 a.m., and the luncheon 
begins at 11:45 a.m. 

For more details, call the club at 845-446-5504.

Leisure Travel Services (updated)
• Dec. 10—New York City Holiday Shopping. Leave West 

Point at 10 a.m., leave NYC at 5 p.m. 
Experience New York decorated for the holidays. See 

fabulous store windows, Rockfeller Center Christmas Tree and 
skating rink and much more. There is a fee for transportation with 
LTS. For more details and pricing, call 845-938-3601.

Wanted: Certifi ed and experienced personal trainers 
at the MWR Fitness Center

The MWR Fitness Center is looking for certified and 
experienced personal trainers who can motivate and inspire 
clients. 

The benefi ts of working at the MWR Fitness Center include:
• Create your own hours; and

Exceptional Family Member Program Unifi ed Sports 
Program

The Exceptional Family Member Program believes in the 
power of bringing families and the community together to 
foster an environment of friendship, understanding, support and 
compassion. 

This is all made possible through a partnership with USMA 
cadets, Special Olympics Unifi ed Sports and EFMP creating an 
environment for your child to explore outdoor sport activities in 
a safe and enriching way. 

Upcoming events are as follows:
• Friday—Lacrosse w/ the WP Women’s Team; and
• Sunday—Holiday Social at Army Community Service.
To RSVP or for more details, call 845-938-5655.

Sealed Bid Sale
A West Point Sealed Bid Sale is scheduled Dec. 14-15. Bids 

must be in by 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 18. Winner will be decided 
on Dec. 20. Vehicles are sold as is, no refunds or guarantee the 
vehicles will run or are road worthy.

Vehicles that are a part of the bid sale:
• 2001 Chrysler Voyager Minivan with about 43,800 miles-

minimum bid, $500;
• 2002 Chevy Dump Truck with about 19,000 miles-

minimum bid, $250.00;
• 2001 Dodge 4x4 1/2 ton pickup with about 37,000 miles-

minimum bid, $400.00.
The vehicles can be viewed by the parking area near Buffalo 

Soldier Pavilion, 628 Wilson Road, between 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
You can get the bid slip forms from our Auto Shop. For more 

details, call 845-938-8231.

FOR THE FAMILIES
West Point Arts & Crafts (updated)

• Saturday and Dec. 9—Teen Drop-In, 10 a.m.-noon, for 
ages 13 and up; 

• Tuesday—Paint & Wine A Bit, 5-7 p.m., 16x20 canvas;
• Tuesday and Dec. 12—Pint Sized Picasso, 3:30-4:30 p.m.;
• Dec. 7—Fine Arts Class (Watercolors), 2:30-4:30 p.m., 

for grafdes 5 and up;
• Dec. 7—Cookies and Canvas, 5-6:30 p.m.; and
• Dec. 7 and 14—Lil’ Impressionists, 10:30-11 a.m.
Advance registration is required. For details, call 845-938-

4812 or visit www.westpointartsandcrafts.com.

Horseback riding lessons
The Morgan Farm horseback riding lesson program is now 

open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages 
5 and up. Lesson packages are available. 

For more details, call 845-938-3926.

• Profi table opportunity.
For more details, call 845-938-6490.
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Friday—“Blade Runner 2049,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“CoCo,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday— “The Foreigner,” R, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-West-
Point.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
TRICARE is changing—Which plan is 
better for your family?

TRICARE is changing and will offer two 
plans with different features: TRICARE Prime 
and TRICARE Select.

Keller Army Community Hospital wants 
to ensure you understand the differences 
between the two plans so you can choose the 
one that fi ts you and your family’s needs. 

Visit https://www.tricare.mil/changes/
compare for more information.

PT Sick call to be held at KACH 
Physical Therapy at 7:30 a.m.

The Physical Therapy Sick Call, for acute 
injuries only, will return to Keller Army 
Community Hospital’s Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic, fourth Floor, beginning 
at 7:30 a.m.

The intent of the program is for members 
of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 
as possible and without the need for a referral. 

Research suggests that the sooner people 
with certain types of injuries see a PT, the 
sooner they recover. 

This time is not intended for chronic 
conditions that have been ongoing for weeks 
or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, routine 
appointments can be made (also with or 
without referral) by calling 845-938-3324.

DODEA WP Schools holds Parent 
Support Meeting

DODEA West Point Schools will hold a 
“Parents Support Meeting: The Continuum of 

Special Education Services” on Tuesday, from 
5-6 p.m. Tuesday at the West Point Middle 
School, 705 Barry Road, West Point.

This meeting is for parents whose children 
are receiving special education services 
or if you have a concern with your child’s 
developmental and education needs.

Attendees will:
• Receive information regarding the 

development of Individualized Education 
Programs

•  Find out how parents and school 
personnel plan for transitions for students 
with IEPs moving up to K-3, 5-8 and high 
school grade levels

• Learn how decisions are made in 
meetings for facilitated transitions.

For more information, please contact 
Kelisa Wing, WPES Asst. Principal and WPS 
Special Education POC, at 845-938-2313.

Nutrition Care Department offers 
weight management class

Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Nutrition Care Department will continue the 
“Fit for Performance” series, focusing on 
weight management. 

The weight management class is open to 
all Tricare benefi ciaries, with a goal to assist 
with making permanent changes to diet, sleep 
and activity habits that promote long-term 
weight loss success.

The next program “Stress and Weight 
Loss,” takes place from 1:30-3 p.m. Friday at 
Keller’s second fl oor classroom.

Call the KACH appointment line at 845-
938-7992 or the Nutrition Care Department  at 
845-938-2374 to reserve your seat.

• Holiday Shopping: Join West Point 
Family Homes Home-Based Businesses for 
shopping, door prizes, refreshments and 
fun from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday at 126B 
Washington Road. 

Support our community by shopping 
military-owned small business. 

A portion of sales will be donated to the 
WPSC Grants and Scholarship fund. 

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and 
then drop it in our very special North Pole 
mailbox at 126B Washington Road before 
Dec.15 for a guaranteed delivery to Santa 
before Christmas. 

We will make sure it gets to the “Big Man” 
at the North Pole just for you. 

Make sure to check your mail box for 
your letter back from Santa, please include 
your age, gender and address.

• Holiday Cookie Exchange: Join 
WPFH residents at B126 Washington Road 
for a Holiday Cookie Exchange at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday. We will make it really quick 
and easy too, if everyone makes two dozen 
cookies each, then we split them into tins 
and you will go home with different kinds of 
holiday cookies, a total of two dozen. 

Please bring the recipe to share. To 
register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by 
Monday. 

• West Point Lending Library: The 
West Point Community Lending Library 
at 126 Washington Road is located on the 
second fl oor.  

The library is now open during business 
hours everyday and is ready for visitors to 
come check out books, study, do homework 
or stay and enjoy its tranquil reading room.  

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Dec. 7

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Nov. 30-Dec. 7
Channels 8/23
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By Matt Tedino
Army Athletic Communications

For the third consecutive year, the Army 
West Point Women’s Swimming and Diving 
team left Boston as the Terrier Invitational 
champions after collecting 913 points during the 
three-day meet Nov. 19 at the Competition Pool 
on the campus of Boston University.

The Black Knights were followed by Boston 
U. (710), Boston College (648), Vermont (530), 
UMass (508), New Hampshire (192), Colgate 
(173) and Bridgeport (127).

Army notables 
• Josephine Marsh highlighted the final day 

of competition by winning the 200 back with a 
time of 2:02.46.

• Sabrina Mortell’s time of 17:10.99 was 
good for fourth in the 1650 free.

• In the 200 breast, Jess Ambrose, Rebecca 
Morel and Kara Wineinger all placed in the 
top-five with Ambrose taking third at 2:21.67.

• Marie Docken posted the best time for 
Army in the 200 fly and finished third with her 
time of 2:06.04.

  
Wender’s words
• “Great win by our women today,” head 

coach Mickey Wender said. “I couldn’t be 
more proud of our heart and toughness. We 
represented West Point well by racing hard 
and being the best team on deck. Our mantra 
of ‘do your job’ kept us focused. Our coaches 
did a great job and our upperclassmen led well. 
We're in a good spot and the best is yet to come.”

Up next
 The Black Knights will have some time 

off in preparation of the highly-anticipated Star 
Meet with Navy in Annapolis, Md., slated for 
5 p.m. Dec. 7.

Women’s Swimming & Diving wins Terrier Invitational

The Army West Point Women’s Swimming and Diving team won the Terrier Invitational for the third straight year after 
collecting 913 points during the three-day meet Nov. 19 at the Competition Pool on the campus of Boston University 
in Boston.                   Photo by arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

Sophomore Hudson Kay of the Army 
West Point Men’s Swimming and Diving 
team was tabbed the Patriot League 
Diver of the Week Nov. 21. “We are very 
proud of Hudson's performance this 
weekend,” head diving coach PJ Hughes 
said. “Hudson has been working hard to 
bump up his degree of difficulty on both 
boards this year and his scores are starting 
to reflect those changes.” At the three-day 
Terrier Invitational, Kay shined for the 
Black Knights posting season-highs and 
championing the one-meter and three-
meter dives. His two wins helped Army 
capture its second consecutive win at the 
meet. He started off his weekend (Nov. 
17-19) by finishing first off the one-meter 
with a score of 297.85. The Goshen, Ind., 
native then went on to claim the top spot 
in the three-meter dive with his total of 
309.90. Kay and the Black Knights will have 
some time off in preparation of the highly-
anticipated Star Meet with Navy at 5 p.m. 
Dec. 7 in Annapolis, Md.  
                     Photo by arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

Kay garners Diver of the Week honors
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Men’s Basketball leads wire-to-wire, downs Columbia
By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Basketball 
team recorded its third-straight victory Nov. 
21 after an 88-78 win over Columbia at Christl 
Arena.

The Black Knights led wire-to-wire, but it 
was a close game on multiple occasions. Army 
started on a 10-0 run, sparked by back-to-back 
3-pointers from Jordan Fox and Luke Morrison. 

The Black Knights maintained that double-
digit lead for much of the opening period until 
the Lions used a 12-5 run to pull within 49-44 
at the break.

Army tried to pull away early in the second 
half, but another small 6-0 run by the visitors 
cut the Black Knights’ lead to 59-57 with a little 
less than 15 minutes left to play. 

The Black Knights extended their edge back 
to eight points on four different occasions over 
the next 12-and-a-half minutes, but the Lions 
would not go away. Columbia pulled within 
79-75 following a layup by Mike Smith with 
2:38 remaining. 

Army answered though with a 7-1 run of 
its own to create a double-figure lead with 58 
seconds remaining, from which the Lions were 
never able to recover.

Fox led the Black Knights for the second-
consecutive outing after notching a game-high 
26 points. The junior finished 10-of-17 from 
the floor, 4-of-9 from long range and 2-of-2 at 
the free throw line. He added six rebounds, five 
assists and one steal to his solid performance.

Matt Wilson matched his season-high with 
17 points, while also tying his career best in 
rebounds with 10. This marked Army’s first 
double-double of the year and the second of 
Wilson’s career. The Alexandria, Ky., native 
also posted a career-high two blocks.

Jacob Kessler closed out the Black Knights 
in double digits with 11 points in the contest. 

He finished 4-of-7 from the floor and a perfect 
3-of-3 from the charity stripe.

Army highlights and game notes 
• Army has started 3-1 for the first time since 

the 2015-16 season.
• The Black Knights shot 53.8 percent (35-

of-65) from the floor and 45.5 percent (10-of-22) 
from long range. They added 8-of-11 makes at 
the free throw line.

• The Lions finished 40.0 percent (28-of-
70), 30.3 percent (10-of-33), and 60 percent 
(12-of-20), respectively.

• Morrison chipped in seven points and 

seven rebounds before leaving the game with 
an injury.

• Tommy Funk dished out a game-high 
nine assists, to go along with his five boards 
and eight points.

• Rookie Alex King and Tucker Blackwell 
posed solid minutes and finished with nine 
and eight points, respectively. King’s point 
total matched his career best, while Blackwell 
matched his career high in rebounds with two. 
King was one shy of matching his career-best 
effort on the glass with six in the game.

• The cadets outrebounded the Lions 47-34 
and posted 22 assists to just 18 for Columbia.

• The Black Knights scored 36 points from 
inside the paint compared to 34 for the Lions.

• Both teams recorded 14 points off second-
chance opportunities, while the visitors held 
the edge on points off turnovers (17-11) and 
fast-break points (8-6).

• Army earned its largest lead in the game 
at 15 points on three different occasions with its 
most recent coming after a 3-pointer by Funk 
with 8:32 remaining in the opening half.

Turning point
• It was a 79-75 slim Black Knights 

advantage with 2:38 remaining in the game after 
Columbia’s Mike Smith converted on a layup. 
Fox quickly answered on the opposite end of the 
court to spark a small 7-1 rally to put the home 
team back in front by double digits. 

Fox had four of those seven points during 
that stretch. Columbia was never able to recover.

Sophomore guard Tommy Funk makes a layup as part of his eight points, which included a game-high nine assists, in 
Army West Point’s 88-78 over Columbia Nov. 21 at Christl Arena.                               Photo by arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

The 2017-18 Army West Point 
Wrestling season is in full 
swing, and the Army West 
Point Ticket Office has begun 
selling tickets for Army’s final 
home match of the season 
against Lehigh. The dual meet 
is slated for 2 p.m. Jan. 21 in 
Christl Arena. All tickets will 
be general admission with 
adult tickets at $9 and $7 for 
youth (18 and under), seniors 
(65 and over) and groups of 
10 or more. For more details 
on Army West Point Wrestling, 
visit GoArmyWestPoint.com 
and follow @ArmyWP_Wres 
on Twitter. 
   Photo by arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

Wrestling’s Jan. 21 
finale on sale now
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Saturday

all day—Women’S and men’S track and Field, croWell 
open, GilliS Field HouSe.

4:05 p.m.—Hockey vS. colGate, tate rink.

WedneSday

7 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. delaWare, cHriStl arena.

dec. 9
3 p.m.—FootBall vS. navy, lincoln Finanical Field in 
pHiladelpHia. (tv: cBS.)

dec. 16
1 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. St. JoSepH’S Brooklyn, 
cHriStl arena.

dec. 29
3 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. BoSton univerSity, cHriStl 
arena.

**vieW tHe upcominG army WeSt point Black kniGHtS 
ScHedule at WWW.GoarmyWeStpoint.com/calendar.
aSpx?vtype=liSt.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Women’s Basketball takes third straight in win over Yale
Senior guard/forward Aliyah Murray paced the Army West Point Women’s Basketball team with a game-high 15 points and 11 rebounds during the Black Knights 
82-65 victory over Yale Sunday in New Haven, Conn.                          Photo by arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

By Matt Tedino
Army Athletic Communications

With four different players reaching double-digit scoring, 
the Army West Point Women’s Basketball team went on to claim 
its third straight victory after defeating Yale, 82-65, Sunday in 
a non-conference game at Payne Whitney Gym in New Haven, 
Connecticut.

Aliyah Murray and Madison Hovren paced the Black 
Knights with a double-double. Murray poured in a game-high 
15 points and 11 rebounds, while Hovren totaled 14 points and 
11 boards. Libby Tacka chipped in with 14 points as well, while 
Janae McNeal and Cori Schnell added 12 and nine, respectively. 
McNeal also had seven rebounds, five assists and four steals in 
the win.

Army (4-2) posted a season-best 82 points on Yale (3-2), a 
team that was coming off a road victory over TCU.

Army highlights and game notes
• The last time Army had two players with double-doubles 

in a game was on March 10, 2017.
• Schnell posted a new career high in scoring with nine points.
• Hovren reached double-digit scoring for the sixth straight 

game.
• It was the junior’s fifth double-double of the season and 

21st of her career.
• Murray recorded her first double-double of her senior year 

and 12th of her career.
• The Black Knights went to the line a season-best 36 times, 

making 28 foul shots.
• It was the second time this season that four Cadets reached 

double-digit scoring.
• McNeal shot a perfect 5-for-5 from the field in the first half.
• Army had 26 points off of 22 Yale turnovers.

• The Black Knights outscored the Bulldogs in each of the 
four quarters.

 
How it happened
• After Yale put its first two points on the board, the Black 

Knights went on a 7-0 run that featured two steals and scores. 
It was a back-and-forth battle for the remainder of the opening 
frame, but Army went into the break leading 21-18 after Tacka 
threw up a shot from three-quarters court and banked it in off 
the glass to beat the buzzer.

• Despite the up-tempo, fast-paced style of offense each 
team displayed in the first half, it was a slow moving second 
quarter with a bevy of fouls. Less than four minutes into the 
quarter, Army and Yale were both in the bonus and heading to 
the charity stripe often.

• The Black Knights shot 10-of-12 from the free throw line 
in the first half, while Yale connected on five of its eight attempts.

• On top of the fouling issues, turnovers contributed heavily 
to the style of play. The two teams combined for 26 first-half 
turnovers and 24 points off of turnovers. Following a Destinee 
Morris steal and a McNeal fastbreak layup off a Yale mishap, the 
Black Knights grabbed a seven-point advantage, 35-28.

• The Bulldogs pulled within one, but in the final two minutes, 
Army outscored the Bulldogs 6-2 and led 41-35 at the half.

• Army’s six-point lead grew to 14, 51-37, early in the third 
quarter after Tacka knocked down a three and Schnell buried a 
pair of foul shots to cap off an 8-0 run.

• The lead hovered around 14 in favor of the Black Knights 
for the remainder of the quarter and entering the fourth, Army 
held a 60-48 advantage.

• Within the first three minutes of the final quarter, Army’s 
lead had grown to 18, after Tacka connected on her fourth 
3-pointer of the afternoon.

• With 3:09 left to play, the Bulldogs gained some momentum 

and went on an 10-0 run, trimming the Army lead to single digits, 
70-62, for the first time since midway through the third quarter. 
However, Army was able to prevent any further damage and iced 
the game at the free throw line en route to the 82-65 road victory.


