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Finding a Branch Fit

Sgt. 1st Class Jesse Cruz, field artillery proponent office, Fort Sill, Okla., discusses the use of the LL DR Lightweight Laser Designator Rangefinder to a cadet
during Branch Week Monday. Branch Week takes place from Monday through Friday and gives cadets the opportunity to explore all 17 U.S. Army officer
braches. Cadets from all class years, as well as U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School cadet candidates and ROTC cadets from other colleges, have the
chance to speak with branch representatives to help them decide which military profession best fits them. See page 3 for a story on Branch Week.
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Suicide Prevention: “Be There” for your teammates
Dear West Point Community,
September is National Suicide Prevention
Awareness Month, an opportunity to promote
the available resources, increase awareness and
focus on how we can help and talk to others
about suicide without increasing the risk of
harm.
With the beginning of a new academic
year, this is an appropriate time to have the
conversation with our teammates about stress
and mental wellness, as well as being aware of
the signs and behaviors that could escalate into
a situation where a teammate considers taking
his or her own life.
We generally don’t like to talk about mental
health, because we may think it’s a sign of
weakness. But it’s important that we do address
it, whether it affects us, or someone around us.
West Point is a high-tempo, fast-paced
environment, whether you’re a cadet, staff
or faculty member. You’re juggling multiple
things at once—schoolwork or your job,
extracurricular activities, military duties and
family time.
We pack a lot into each day for our cadets
by design, with the intent of helping to teach
them time management and balancing priorities,
while preparing them for their future careers as
Army officers. That can create a lot of stress.
Personal or relationship issues, like a breakup or financial issues, can also cause stress
and affect our mental well-being. These things

may lead one to feel trapped or hopeless about
life, withdraw and isolate oneself from others
or increase alcohol or substance abuse. Before
long, it could lead one to consider suicide as a
way to escape the situation.
If you experience a life-crisis that starts
to make you feel overwhelmed, depressed or
isolated to the point of hurting yourself or taking
your own life—please remember that it is OK to
ask for help. It’s not a sign of weakness; in fact,
it’s a sign of strength. It takes courage to admit
you need help, but never be afraid to ask for it.
Talk to somebody—a friend, a co-worker,
or battle buddy, someone in your chain of
command, a faculty member, chaplain or a
spiritual counselor, anyone you feel comfortable
having the conversation with.
The theme for National Suicide Prevention
Awareness Month is “Be There.” One of
the most important things we can do for our
teammates who may be dealing with these issues
is to simply be there for them.
If you know someone feeling this way or if
you suspect someone might be thinking about
hurting him or herself, don’t be afraid to have the
conversation. It’s a difficult conversation to have
with someone; there’s a fear of being wrong
about someone needing help or the assumption
that it’s not your place to have the conversation
and someone else will do it.
Never assume someone else will do it,
because when “someone else” comes along,
it could be too late. Just as it takes courage to

Fall Yard Sale force protection message
By Luke Pagan
DPTMS Force Protection Officer
The West Point Fall Yard Sale is scheduled
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and will occur rain
or shine without a makeup date.
Due to the increased amount of vehicle
and foot traffic on the installation, the Military
Police will increase its patrols throughout the
installation with particular attention paid to the
housing areas.
Residents and guests must be cautious while
driving in the housing areas and comply with all
posted West Point traffic restrictions. Please be
aware that the general public attending the yard
sale is allowed to enter through all three gates.
West Point will enforce our force protection
directives that require all vehicles entering the
installation without proper identification to be
stopped and searched.

Residents are encouraged to be vigilant and
contact the Military Police desk at 938-3333
when observing any suspicious individuals or
acts such as persons taking atypical photographs
or asking abnormal questions about the
installation.
Housing residents should report any
suspicious vehicles that may remain in the
housing areas after the conclusion of the yard
sale and into Sunday.
Please note that if calling 911 while on West
Point, you must inform the operator that you’re
on West Point.
The operator will immediately divert your
call to the West Point Military Police.
For further details, contact the West Point
force protection officer at 938-8859.
Remember:
If you see something, hear something, say
something.
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admit you need help, it also takes courage to
approach someone and ask if they need help.
Don’t avoid or judge that person, or try to be
a therapist or counselor. Just be there for them
and let them know you care.
Remember ACE:
Ask: Ask if they’re OK, and ask them
directly if they’re thinking about suicide.
Care: Actively listen to what they have to
say. Show them you’re concerned and that you
care. Discuss and care about what is troubling
them.
Escort: Bring them to someone who
can provide professional assistance (medical,
chaplain, etc.), and don’t leave them alone.
If you’re feeling overwhelmed or struggling
with an issue that’s leaving you feeling
depressed or helpless, do not be afraid to ask
for help. We all need a helping hand from time
to time, and help is available. Have the courage
to ask and reach out before it may be too late.
Remember that you’re not alone—there are
others who can help.
As leaders, we have the responsibility to
ensure that everyone feels like a valued member
of the team, and we must continually reinforce
the vital role that every teammate contributes to
the mission. Leader intervention does make a
difference. By “being there” for our teammates,
remaining vigilant, and engaging with them, we
can take action when issues do arise to assist our
teammates before they reach a crisis.
Please look out and be there for each other.

Thank you for all you do.
Beat Navy!
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
USMA Superintendent

West Point ranked top
public college by U.S. News
By U.S. Military Academy Public Affairs
Office
The 2018 edition of U.S. News & World
Report’s Best Colleges rankings released
Monday places the U.S. Military Academy as
the top public college, ahead of sister service
academies U.S. Naval Academy, No. 2, and
U.S. Air Force Academy, No. 3.
West Point also ranks No. 4 on the Best
Undergraduate Engineering Programs list, and
takes the top spot in the Best in the Specialties
category for civil engineering, fourth for
electrical/electronic/communications and fifth
for mechanical engineering.
West Point tied with the U.S. Air
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That’s what battle buddies do. Look for warning
signs and don’t be afraid to ask if someone
needs help. Sometimes, letting someone know
that you care and that you have their back can
make all the difference. One conversation can
change a life.
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Force Academy for No. 2 on High School
Counselors’ Top Picks List for National
Liberal Arts Colleges. This is the fifth
consecutive year West Point was ranked as a
top pick by high school counselors.
“Recognition as the top public college
is a reflection of our staff and faculty’s
commitment to West Point’s mission to
educate, train and inspire our Corps of Cadets.
We all share in this achievement,” Brig. Gen.
Cindy Jebb, dean of the academic board, said.
“We will continue to invest in cutting edge
pedagogy, research, facilities and intellectual
capital to ensure our graduates are prepared
for the unknown challenges that lie on our
horizon.”

40 Mulberry Street, Middletown, NY 10940
To subscribe to the Pointer View or
if you have delivery problems, call 845-346-3213.
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen, Jr.
Superintendent
Lt. Col. Scot Keith
Public Affairs Officer
Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor, 938-2015
eric.bartelt@usma.edu
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Cadets experience military professions during Branch Week
Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor
From Monday through Friday, cadets
have the opportunity to participate in Branch
Week. Throughout the week, cadets from all
class years, as well as U.S. Military Academy
Preparatory School cadet candidates and ROTC
cadets from other colleges, have the chance to
speak with branch representatives to help them
decide which of the 17 U.S. Army branches
interests them for a future career.
Military Police Branch Representative,
Capt. Jannelle Allong-Diakabana, said that the
week is a great opportunity for both staff and
cadets.
“Cadets can take the time to meet potential
mentors in the branches of interest to them,”
she explained. “It’s important that these cadets
get candid and professional insight into the
varying branches of the Army before making
their selection.”
Learning about each branch, AllongDiakabana emphasizes, is key.
“It’s essential for cadets to explore different
branches so they are informed. In a few weeks,
the seniors will make choices that will impact
the next 5-8 years of their lives,” she said. “The
more educated they are on the various branches,
the more informed decisions they can make.”
Firsties find out which branch they are going
into on Branch Night, Nov. 15. Prior to Branch
Night, they rank their branch preferences in
order from one-17.
Class of 2018 Cadet Robert Li is hoping to
branch ordnance (lieutenant time) with a branch
detail in infantry (once a captain).
“I’d rather do paperwork on the logistics

The Engineering branch set up its station near Washington Hall. Any cadets interested in branching Engineers should
go speak with the branch representatives in that area by Friday.
side and having a combat infantryman’s
experience really helps out knowing what you
need to do in order to help the platoon out in

terms of logistical resources,” he explained.
Li said that every year, he had a different
first choice branch, but finally made up his mind

Cadets, U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School cadet candidates and ROTC cadets from other schools had the
opportunity to check out the Air Defense Artillery branch set up by Jefferson Hall Monday through Friday at West Point.

this summer.
“After doing (Cadet Troop Leader Training)
and actually talking to infantry guys, the lane
walkers, over the summer, (it helped me make
my decision),” he said. “It’s not just Branch
Week alone, it’s the cumulative experience that’s
helped me finalize my decision.”
Cadet Jacob Roberts, also a Firstie, hopes
to branch field artillery.
“I make sure I stop by the (field artillery)
tent for a little every year and talk to them,”
he said. “I liked the jobs that they do and the
experiences they had, and I feel like I would do
well in those kinds of positions, too.”
Having attended Branch Week for the last
four years, Roberts has some advice for the
plebes.
“Don’t get too dead set on one,” he said.
“Keep an open mind and find what you like, not
what other people like, and just find the job that
suits you and where you can be most effective.”
Class of 2015 USMA graduate and military
intelligence officer 1st Lt. Patrick Bastianelli
from the 525th Expeditionary Military
Intelligence Brigade, Ft. Bragg, North Carolina,
offered advice as well.
“Don’t worry too much about the branch that
you’re going to choose,” he said. “No matter
what route you take, you’ll find your niche and
you’ll enjoy it, but obviously, take advantage of
Branch Week and all the officers you have as
instructors and use them as a source to connect
with other field grade officers to ensure that you
understand what you are getting yourself into
when you’re choosing a branch.”
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West Point honors the fallen on 9/11
Cadets (right)
carry an American
flag Monday while
running, which is
a Sept. 11 tradition
at West Point. The
runners run from 6
a.m. until 5 p.m. to
honor those who
perished during the
9/11 terror attacks
on the World
Trade Center, the
Pentagon and the
hero passengers
who prevented
the plane from
crashing into a
more populated
area by crashing
it into a field in
Shanksville, Pa.

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer
The West Point community honored those
who died on Sept. 11, 2001 with its annual
ceremony at Trophy Point Monday.
The ceremony reflects back to the fateful
day where four passenger airliners hijacked by
terrorists crashed into the World Trade Center in
New York, the Pentagon building in Washington,
D.C. and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
The events occurred 16 years ago on the
clear Tuesday morning of 9/11/2001. Nearly
3,000 people perished in the worst terrorist
attacks, in terms of death toll, in history, and
more devastating than the attack on Pearl Harbor
Dec. 7, 1941. Since 9/11, the words “Never
Forget” became a rallying cry.
“We will never forget the heroes of that day

West Point firefighters remember their
brother and sister first responders who
perished during the 9/11 terror attacks
at the World Trade Center in New York,
the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.,
and the heroes that stopped a plane
from reaching its intended target in
Shanksville, Pa., Monday.

… ordinary people, rising up to do extraordinary
things in the face of danger,” West Point
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen
Jr. said. “We will never forget the courage
and compassion of New York City’s police
and firemen, and countless others racing into
burning buildings to save their fellow human
beings who did nothing other than show up to
work that September morning. We will never
forget the response of the global community
in the aftermath, a boy leaving flowers outside
the American embassy in Moscow, the refrains
of the ‘Star Spangled’ Banner filling the streets
of London during the changing of the guard
at Buckingham Palace, the spectacle of tens

of thousands of Germans marching at the
Brandenburg Gate and an entire stadium of
spectators at a soccer match in Tehran observing
a moment of silence.”
The memorial included the Cadet Glee Club
singing the hymn, “Mansions of the Lord,”
Staff Sgt. Jeremy Gaynor singing “God Bless
America,” a bagpiper from the Cadet Pipes
and Drum Corps played “Amazing Grace” and
cannon fire could be heard signifying a moment
of silence.
West Point firefighters stood to honor the
343 firefighters who sacrificed their lives to
save others and one firefighter ringing the bell
to mark the times the two planes crashed into

the WTC, the one plane at the Pentagon and
the one plane in a rural field in southwestern
Pennsylvania.
“And so, we gather here today to remember,
to console and to pray,” Caslen explained. “To
remember comrades and colleagues, friends
and family members, those lost to us on Sept.
11th and in these past 16 years. We remember
them all as heroes, and rightly so. They died
because, in words of justification offered by
their attackers, they were Americans. They
died, because of how they lived, as free men and
women, proud of their freedom, proud of their
country and proud of their country’s cause, the
cause of human freedom.”
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Superintendent, Commandant motivate cadets at IOCT

As cadets prepare for their first crack at the Indoor Obstacle Course Test this semester, the Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. (left), USMA Class
of 1975, and the Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Stephen Gilland (right), U.S. Military Academy Class of 1990, compete against each other in the IOCT to
motivate the cadets Sept. 8 at Hayes Gym.
						
Photos by Class of 2018 Cadet Alex Werden
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Manni earns ARCOM for heroism
Class of 2018 Cadet James Manni (right) received an Army Commendation
medal from Brigade Tactical Officer Col. Brian Reed Sept. 8 for distinguishing
himself by heroically pulling a fallen civilian from the subway tracks to
safety. The action took place Dec. 10, 2015, in Philadelphia on the morning
of the Army-Navy Game after noticing a man had fallen four to five feet off
of the platform onto the tracks; and with the lack of action from onlookers,
Manni disregarded his own safety and jumped three tracks to reach him.
Manni confirmed that the man was in no position to help himself off the
tracks and assisted the man to his feet. Manni lifted the man back onto the
train platform and to safety. Had it not been for Manni’s quick and decisive
actions, the man might have been killed by a passing train.
					

Photo by Class of 2018 Cadet Alex Werden
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Ebner works Eagle Project at Lusk Reservoir
Chris Pray, natural resources manager
of the U.S. Army Garrison at West
Point, recently dedicated an Eagle
Scout project at Lusk Reservoir. Jonas
Ebner of West Point’s Boy Scout
Troop 23 and a team of volunteers (left
photo) completed work that included
planting scotch pine seedlings,
clearing the reservoir shoreline of
litter, establishing seating areas
and installing an inground outdoor
messaging center to promote fishing
and the protection of West Point’s
natural resources. “We encourage the
community to appreciate the outdoors
and this project enhances the Lusk
Reservoir area,” Pray said. “It is a great

Rippelmeyer retires
Former U.S. Corps of Cadets Command Sergeant Major, Command Sgt.
Maj. Dawn Rippelmeyer, receives a certificate and flag flown over Bagram
Airfield, Afghanistan from Commandant Brig. Gen. Stephen Gilland Sept.
8 at Michie Stadium during her retirement ceremony after 30-plus years of
service to the Army. 				
Photo by Michelle Eberhart/PV

fishing spot that we stock for people
of all ages to enjoy. This project also
ties in ideally with the scout mission to
protect our natural resources. We want
everyone to understand how important
it is to pick up their trash and care for
West Point’s surroundings.” (Below)
Pray with Ebner.
Photos courtesy of West Point Boy Scout Troop 23
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Instagram & twitter:

@westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

armywestpointwbb: Another W in the
books. Up next Ohio State. #goarmy
#armyfootball
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#USMA Social Scene

snickers_holland: GO HOGS! Army 21, Buffalo 17.
2-0!!
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FEATURED ITEM
Coming Home Multi-Media Art Experience
The Coming Home Multi-Media Art Experience is
scheduled for Oct. 4-7 in the Cullum Hall Memorial Room.
The opening reception takes place from 7-9 p.m. Oct. 4.
The Coming Home exhibit is a public, multi-media art
experience designed to bring together military and civilian
communities through art and effective dialog to help heal the
wounds of war.
The exhibit includes the works of New York City artist
Brookie Maxwell and retired Col. Greg Gadson, USMA Class
of 1989. The Department of English and Philosophy and the
West Point Humanities Center have partnered with the exhibit
directors to bring the experience from its current home in NYC
to West Point for a four-day period.
The opening reception is the center of gravity for the
four-day exhibit and will include a panel discussion on the
importance of the arts and humanities in healing the wounds
of war, a themed-performance by the West Point Band, and an
open mic session for cadets, faculty and staff to read poetry,
stories or letters related to the exhibits various themes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Family Homes Community Library
The West Point Family Homes Community Library is open 8
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday; 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Wednesday; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and noon-4 p.m. Sunday.
The Library is located at the WPFH Leasing and Management
office at 126B Washington Road.
Members of the West Point community can come during
business hours and enjoy the many genres of books available.
Motorcycle training Basic Rider Course & Experienced
Rider Course
The Garrison Safety Office is offering a Motorcycle Safety
Course at “A” Lot through September.
There are various classes for both experienced and novice
riders, and classes for cadets, staff and faculty.
The upcoming training schedule is:
Basic Rider Course:
• Friday-Sunday (Cadets);
• Sept. 22-24 (Cadets);
• Oct. 3-4 (Staff and faculty);
• Oct. 6-8 (Cadets);
• Oct. 31-Nov. 1 (Staff & Faculty);
• Nov. 17-19 (Cadets).
Experienced Rider Course:
• Today;
• Oct. 5;
• Nov. 2.
Also, individuals are not to park on the motorcycle range
on these dates. For details, call Aubrey Posey, Garrison safety
specialist, at 938-6131.
Cadet Chapel Organ Recital events for fall 2017
The upcoming organ recital fall 2017 events at the Cadet

Community
Chapel:
• Sept. 24, 3 p.m.—Craig Williams (USMA organist/
choirmaster);
• Oct. 1, 3 p.m.—Eun Ha Chung (former organist at West
Point Post Chapel);
• Oct. 8, 3 p.m.—Justan Foster (organist at Greenbush
Church);
• Oct. 15, 3 p.m.—Bruce and Reilly Xu (winners, AGO
competitions);
• Oct. 22, 3 p.m.—500th Anniversary Reformation Service;
• Oct. 29, 3 p.m.—Katherine Meloan (U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy).
The Bass Club accepting new members
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.
The Bass Club promotes sustainable fishing and performs
community service in support of the West Point Outdoor
Recreation. Membership is open to military, DOD civilians,
veterans of the armed forces and their dependents.
For details, contact at toddmess@aol.com or visit http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.
Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a rising fifth grader at West Point Middle
School and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located
at 306D Alexander Place on West Point. The purpose of the LFL
is to share books, bring people together and create communities
of readers.
The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book exchanges
numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries.
The mission of the LFL is to encourage children to read
during the summer months.
Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days a week. To learn
more, visit littlefreelibrary.org.
AWANA Program
The 2017-18 West Point AWANA program will kick off at the
end of August. AWANA is a global, nonprofit ministry committed
to the belief that the greatest impact for Christ starts with kids
who know, love and serve Him.
The West Point AWANA program serves children ages
three through high school. The West Point AWANA program is
currently looking for volunteers.
If you are interested in volunteering with AWANA, all
volunteers should begin the process now.
Contact the AWANA commander at jtkmamacita@gmail.com
about the steps you need to take to begin the volunteer process.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Education Center
College courses are offered through the Army Education
Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes:
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-4460535 or email sharon.seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-4462555 or email erodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–master’s degree in
public administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or
email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;
• Long Island University–master’s degrees in school
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family
counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.
Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army
Personnel Testing programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, DLPT,
SIFT through the DA and DLI.
Tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@
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usma.edu for details or an appointment.
Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program
that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians,
family members and retirees. The program offers services from
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. The EAP is located at 656
Eichelberger Road. For details, call 938-1039.
DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic
testing programs through the Defense Activity for NonTraditional Education Support such as the SAT and ACT. Pearson
VUE offers licensing and certification exams.
Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@
usma.edu for details or an appointment.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Constitution Island Association event
The Constitution Island Association is hosting Family Day
Sept. 23 at Constitution Island.
For more details, contact Hilary Dyson, Constitution Island
Association office manager, at 845-265-2501 or visit www.
constitutionisland.org.
Cornwall Presbyterian Church Lecture: “Can Love Walk
the Battlefield?”
The West Point community is invited to attend a lecture/
discussion on the “Just War” tradition at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 27 in the
Fellowship Hall of Cornwall Presbyterian Church, 222 Hudson
Street, Cornwall on Hudson.
In this lecture/discussion, retired Army Chaplain Ken
Sampson will analyze approaches people of faith take to the
ethical use of force.
We’ll seek answers to the question, “Can love walk the
battlefield?” Come add your voice to contribute to the collective
understandings we’ll discover.
During his almost 30-year career, Chaplain Sampson served
infantry and artillery units stateside and overseas, twice deployed
to Afghanistan, taught world religions at the Defense Language
Institute, and ended as Senior Military Fellow—Ethics and
Leadership, National Defense University.
For details, contact the church office at 845-534-2903.
Girls Basketball Officiating Class
If you are intersting in officiating girls basketball, there are
officiating classes from 6-8 p.m. Sept. 28; Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26; and
Nov. 2 and 9 at Park Avenue Elementary School in Warwick, N.Y.
The test date is Nov. 13 at Sanfordville Elementary School
in Warwick, N.Y.
There is a fee of $150, which includes first year’s dues.
For details, contact John Leigh at johnleigh@optimum.net
or call 845-325-0742.
Lighthouse Christian Assembly
The Lighthouse Christian Assembly cordially invites the West
Point community to join its family of fellowship and worship at
10 a.m. Sundays at 134 Old State Road, Highland Falls.
The church has been serving the Fort Montgomery/Highland
Falls and West Point communities for more than 30 years.
It provides a family atmosphere for cadets, Soldiers, family
members and the community.
Every effort is made to support our beloved brothers and
sisters with physical as well as spiritual needs.
Additionally, the church is affiliated with the Walter Hoving
Home, founded by John and Elsie Benton in 1967.
This Christ-centered home provides a safe space for women
in recovery from alcohol and substance abuse.
If you are in need of transportation, contact either Robby
at 845-661-0339 or Tommy at 262-444-2460 by 9 a.m. on the
Sunday morning you will be attending.
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WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR
inspired by them from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday and Sept. 26 at
the West Point Arts & Crafts Shop. For details, call 938-4812.

FEATURED EVENT
Champagne Sunday brunch at the West Point Club
Enjoy a seasonal Sunday brunch from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at
the West Point Club’s Pierce Room.
Freshly prepared hot and cold items, carving stations,
fresh cut fruit, assorted pastries, hot and cold beverages are
available. The Sunday brunch continues through Nov. 12.
Reservations are suggested. For details, call 446-5506.

JUST ANNOUNCED
West Point’s eighth annual Oktoberfest
Join us for music, fun and drinks at the eighth annual
Oktoberfest from 4-9 p.m. Sept. 22 and 3-9 p.m. Sept. 23 at
Victor Constant Ski area, Route 218. It is open to the public.
For more details, visit wespoint.armymwr.com.

Superintendent’s Scramble
There is a Superintendent’s Scramble at 11:30 a.m. Sept. 27
at the West Point Golf Course.
Enjoy 18 holes of golf and a barbecue with Lt. Gen. Robert
L. Caslen Jr. For details, call 938-2435.
Drawing 101 with Nicole
The West Point Arts & Crafts Shop is offering Drawing 101
with Nicole from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Sept. 28.
Students learn to render three dimensional forms using a wide
variety of mediums to increase skill level, with a focus on value
and form. Registration is required.
For details, call 938-4812 or visit westpointarts&crafts.
com.
Hunter Education Course
There is a Hunter Education Course from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Oct.
7 at the community building at Round Pond.
Registration is required. Visit www.dec.ny.gov.
outdoor/92267.html to register.
All homework must be completed before taking the class.
For more details, call 938-2503.

FOR THE ADULTS
West Point Club Spirit Luncheons
Tickets are on sale now at the West Point Club’s administration
office and can be purchased 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. Each
luncheon is a pep rally for that week’s game held in the club’s
Grand Ballroom.
Doors open at 11:30 a.m. and the luncheon begins at 11:45
a.m. Buy tickets in advance and save $2 per person.
Reservations are based on the tickets sold by 2 p.m. on the
day prior to the lunch.
After 2 p.m. tickets are only available at the door on the day
of the luncheon and are open seating based on space availability.
The Spirit Luncheon events are:
• Sept. 28—UTEP;
• Oct. 12—Eastern Michigan;
• Oct. 19—Temple;
• Nov. 2—Air Force;
• Nov. 9—Duke;
• Dec. 6—Navy.
For more details, call the club at 845-446-5504.
Yoga at Trophy Point
Breathe in the magnificent views of the Hudson River with
yoga at Trophy Point at 8:30 a.m. Sept. 30, and at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday and Sept. 24.
Yoga is weather permitting. Please bring yoga mat and water.

Bow Hunter Education Course
There is a Bow Hunter Education Course from 9 a.m.-3:30
p.m. Saturday at the community building at Round Pond.
Registration is required. Visit http://www.dec.ny.gov/
outdoor/92278.html to register. All homework must be
completed before taking the class. For more details, call 9382503.

Road Ride Wednesdays
Road Ride is an indoor spin-bike class focused on channeling
the sport of road cycling at 5:40 a.m. Wednesdays at the MWR
Fitness Center. SPD clipless shoes are welcome.
Bike fit and set-up are starting at 5:30 a.m. Use the group
dynamic to access individual breakthrough, develop efficiency
under load in mind/ body performance, renew class efforts
through seasonally changing challenges and breakthrough in
peak performance, wellness and sustainable fitness.
For details, call 938-6490.

Pint Sized Picasso
Children learn about a new artist each class and make art

Wanted: certified and experienced personal trainers at
the MWR Fitness Center

westpoint.armymwr.com

The MWR Fitness Center is looking for certified and
experienced personal trainers who can motivate and inspire
clients.
The benefits of working at the MWR Fitness Center include:
• Create your own hours;
• Profitable opportunity.
For more details, call 845-938-6490.
Korean Traditional Martial Art Soo Bahk Do Classes
The MWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try the
traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical
martial art, which develops every aspect of the self.
If you’ve ever thought of learning how to defend yourself
more effectively, now is the time.
In each 50-minute class, master-level experts in the traditional
Korean martial art of Soo Bahk Do will teach you highly effective
self-defense techniques and guide you in stretching, breathing,
relaxation, balance, endurance and more.
The classes are for adults only. Register via webtrac at http://
tiny.cc/SooBahkDo. Classes meet at 7:10 p.m. Tuesdays and 6:10
p.m. Thursdays. For more details, call 938-6490.
West Point Golf Fall Special
There are West Point Golf Course specials in the fall to
include:
• $30 Special from 2-5 p.m., which includes 18 holes, a golf
cart and $5 food voucher.
• $15 Special at 5 p.m.-Dusk, which includes 18 holes, walk
the course.
Valid weekdays only (Monday-Friday) during September and
October. For details, visit Golfatwestpoint.com.

FOR THE FAMILIES
MWR Summer Movies series
• Friday—Sing, 7:30 p.m. at H-Lot
The movies are open to the public. For details, call 938-0123.
Horseback riding lessons
The Morgan Farm horseback riding lesson program is now
open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages
5 and up. Lesson packages are available.
For more details, call 845-938-3926.

FOR THE YOUTHS
Part-Day Preschool openings
Spaces are still available in the Stony Child Development
Center Tuesday and Thursday session of part-day preschool.
The class hours are 9 a.m.-noon. The program utilizes the
creative curriculum to facilitate the development of social,
emotional, literacy, fine and gross motor skills.
Fees are based upon total family income. A USDA CACFP
approved snack is served each day.
If you have any questions, contact Parent and Outreach
Services at 938-4458.
School Age Center’s After School Programs
School Age Center offers programming with several different
themes and activities for grades kindergarten through fifth grade.
If you are interested in a before and after school program for
your school age child, sign up today.
The School Age Center also offers hourly options for children
who would like to come on an hourly or daily basis.
For more details, call the Lee Area CYS Facility front desk
at 938-8530.
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Keller Corner

KACH OBU to provide childbirth
education courses
The Keller Army Community Hospital
Obstetric Unit is providing childbirth
education courses—September 2017 session.
Topics include, but are not limited to,
what to expect during labor, newborn care
and breastfeeding.
The course takes place from 6-9:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the fourth floor classroom at
KACH.
The next courses are Oct. 4, 11 and 18.
To register and/or get details, contact
Keller’s Obstetrics Unit at 845-938-3210.
EDIS to conduct “free” developmental
screenings
Keller Army Community Hospital’s
Educational & Developmental Intervention

• Home Depot Kids’ Workshop: Join
us for a great event for children. All of the
supplies will be provided by Home Depot
for your child to make a wonderful project.
The event will be held from 3:15-4:45
p.m. today at B126 Washington Road.
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com.
• Community Yard Sale: The West
Point Community Sale is scheduled for 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, rain or shine.
• Emergency Preparedness Fair:
The U.S. Army Garrison West Point will be
hosting its annual Emergency Preparedness
Fair.

Services (EDIS), in conjunction with
West Point Schools, is conducting free
developmental screenings—for children from
birth to 5 years old—from 8:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m. Sept. 26.
The screenings, available for military and
civilians, are conducted at the Stony Child
Development Center, 1207 Patrick Trail, and
are ‘by appointment only.’
To schedule an appointment, call 9382698 or 938-6868.
Not all children develop the same way…
some need extra help. If you are a military or
civilian family that resides at West Point and
you have concerns relating to your child’s
communication skills, motor skills, self-help
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior,
and/or social interactions please join EDIS
for the free developmental screening.

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS
Paving/repair updates
• Repair retaining wall by cemetery entrance—scheduled completion is Sept. 22;
• Repave Mills Road—scheduled to be completed Sept. 29;
• Repair retaining wall by Mahan Tunnel— scheduled completion is Sept. 30;
• Repair retaining wall along Mills Road—scheduled completion is Oct. 13;
• Repair Beat Navy Tunnel stairs—scheduled completion is Oct. 20;
• Repair stairs at West Point Club—scheduled completion is Dec. 31.

This year’s event will be held from 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday at the PX parking lot.
And Remember—Be Informed, Make a
Plan, Build a Kit & Get Involved.

• Nature Strollers Walk: Join West
Point Family Homes for a Nature Strollers
Walk for families with young children
Monday at the Hudson Highlands Outdoor
Discovery Center Nature.
The trails are stroller and toddler friendly.
We will meet at the Visitors Center at
9:15 a.m.
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com
by today with the name and age of children
attending.

West Point Command Channel

Channels 8/23

For the week of Sept. 14-21

Army Newswatch
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Sept. 21
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

MOVIES at MAHAN

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

Friday—“The Dark Tower,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“The Emoji Movie,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Atomic Blonde,” R, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit http://www.
aafes.com/exchange-stores/Movie-Guide/showtimes-WestPoint.htm.)

Out of the Darkness
The West Point Garrison and community, in cooperation with the American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention (AFSP), will host the fourth annual “Out of the Darkness” Walk at 10
a.m. Saturday to increase suicide awareness and prevention.
AFSP is the leader in the fight against suicide, funding research, creating educational
programs, advocating for public policy and supporting survivors of suicide loss. Every year,
suicide claims more lives than war, murder and natural disasters combined. Yet, suicide
prevention doesn’t get anywhere near the funding given to other leading causes of death.
These community walks provide an opportunity to raise awareness, remember loved ones
and change the conversation about mental health to prevent this tragic loss of life. The walk
route begins and ends at Daly Field across from Trophy Point.
At the conclusion of the walk, participants will have the opportunity to talk about their
experiences and share memories of loved ones.
Participants are encouraged to establish their own teams in memory of loved ones, wear
commemorative T-shirts, bring pictures and share their story.

Sports
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Army Rugby trounces UB in home opener
By Michala Rueter
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Rugby team
defeated University at Buffalo, 60-0, in its
season opener Sept. 9 at the Anderson Rugby
Complex.
Army improved to 1-0 on the season, while
the Bulls fell to 0-1 in Rugby East play.
Game notes

• The Black Knights set a new record for

most points scored in a season opener in their
15s season.
• They posted their third-consecutive
shutout against the Bulls after defeating them
49-0 in 2016, and 48-0 in 2015.
• Senior Jon Kim put the Black Knights
on the board with a try in the first minute of
the game.
• Kim posted 15 points on a try and five
conversions.
• Reserves Andrew Finken, Jordan Jurosic,
as well as Drew Zagula scored their first career
tries in 15s play.
• Junior Jareth Long-Garrett and
sophomore Nathan Brooks completed 10

points on two tries.

Army West Point
senior fly half
Jon Kim scored
Army’s first try
and added five
conversions to
help the Black
Knights to a 60-0
victory over the
University at
Buffalo Sept. 9
at the Anderson
Rugby Complex.

Coach’s corner
Head Coach Matt Sherman—“The shut
out was the most pleasing thing. Defensively
we were very strong, even when our discipline
let us down, we were able to hold our line under
pressure. Even though it was a win, there’s still
a lot to improve on.”

•

Scoring timeline vs. Buffalo

• 1st Minute: Try—Jon Kim (Army leads

5-0);

• 8th Minute: Try—Nathan Brooks,
conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads 12-0);
• 13th Minute: Try—Jareth Long-Garrett,
conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads 19-0);
• 17th Minute: Try—Andrew Finken,
conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads 26-0);
• 24th Minute: Try—Jareth Long-Garrett
(Army leads 31-0);
• 31st Minute: Try—Andrew Finken,
conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads 38-0);
• 44th Minute: Try—Nathan Brooks,
conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads 45-0);
• 46th Minute: Try—James Mbony (Army
leads 50-0);

Courtesy

Photo

• 63rd Minute: Try—Jordan Jurosic (Army
leads 55-0);
• 77th Minute: Try—Drew Zagula (Army
leads 60-0).

8.) Andrew Finken 9.) John Royston 10.) Jon
Kim 11.) Jordan Jurosic 12.) Jacob Ericksen
13.) Torran Raby 14.) James Mbony 15.) Jake
Lachina.

The team vs. Buffalo
1.) Jareth Long-Garrett 2.) Ryan Moshak
3.) Eli Brown 4.) Chris L’Amoureux 5.) Will
Miller 6.) Nathan Brooks 7.) Raaquim Rispress

Up next
The Black Knights continue Rugby East
play hosting Wheeling Jesuit at noon Saturday
at the Anderson Rugby Complex.

Pointer View
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Army West Point junior running back Darnell Woolfolk scampers upfield while being tackled from behind by a defender during the Black Knights 21-17 victory
over the University at Buffalo Sept. 9 at Michie Stadium. Woolfolk finished the day with 21 carries for 93 yards rushing and two touchdowns, with both coming
											
Photo by Class of 2021 Cadet Meghan Yerkes
in the fourth-quarter comeback.

Fourth quarter rally pushes Army past UB
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

A pair of fourth-quarter rushing touchdowns by junior
running back Darnell Woolfolk propelled the Army West Point
Football team to a come-from-behind 21-17 victory over the
University at Buffalo Sept. 9 at Michie Stadium.
The win over Buffalo pushes the Black Knights to a 2-0 mark,
while the Bulls slide to 0-2.
Despite trailing for most of the contest, Army stuck with the
ground game and leaned heavily on senior quarterback Ahmad
Bradshaw and Woolfolk. The two combined for 46 carries, 238
rushing yards and all three of Army scores.
After allowing 17 first-half points, the Army defense buckled
down and pieced together a solid second half.
Over the final 30 minutes of play, Buffalo only manufactured
16 total plays on three drives that resulted in just 48 yards.
Highlights and game notes

• Army starts a season 2-0 in back-to-back years for the first

time since the 1979 and 1980 seasons.
• Senior quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw completed his first
pass of the 2017 campaign, connecting with Jordan Asberry for
an 18-yard reception in the first quarter.
• Bradshaw recorded a rush of over 50 yards for the second
consecutive game.
• Bradshaw rushed for more than 100 yards in back-to-back
games for the first time since the opening two games of the 2015
season.
• Woolfolk recorded the third multi-touchdown game of
his career.
• For the second straight week, sophomore Jaylon McClinton
forced a turnover.
• Army has yet to allow any points in the second half this
season.
Turning point

• The Bulls were threatening to score on the Army 16 before

McClinton sacked the Bulls’ quarterback and stripped the ball.
Andrew McClean then jumped on the loose ball, setting up
Army’s 16-play, 79-yard touchdown drive to pull within three,
17-14.
How it happened

• Buffalo started with the ball and, following a 52-yard pass

and catch, the Bulls were inside the red zone. They were held
out of the end zone, however, and limited to just a field goal on
the game’s opening drive.
• Army quickly countered and on the ensuing drive, a 52-yard
Bradshaw rush set up the Black Knights for an eventual one-yard
rushing score by the senior quarterback.
• Entering the second quarter trailing 7-3, Buffalo needed
just three plays to retake the lead as quarterback Tyree Jackson
tucked the ball to his side and broke off a 75-yard rush to give
the Bulls the 10-7 edge.
• The Black Knights came up short on their next possession,
turning the ball over on downs in Buffalo territory. The Bulls
regained possession and capitalized on a pair of big plays. Two
consecutive completions for a combined 65 yards led to another
touchdown for the visitors.
• While both sides were held scoreless in the third quarter,
Army scored on the first play of the final period with a one-yard
touchdown from Woolfolk that capped a 15-play, 78 yard drive.
• Following a short drive by the Bulls, the Black Knights
got the ball back and rushed 12 times before punching it into the
end zone for the one-yard, go-ahead touchdown by Woolfolk.
• After retaking the lead at 21-17, Army’s defense forced
a three-and-out and forced the Bulls to give the ball back with
3:14 left to play. The Black Knights ran down the clock, but
a fourth-and-five brought the punt team onto the field. Nick
Schrage received the ball and took off to his right, fooling the
Buffalo defense and scampered for a first down to seal the win
for the Black Knights.
Up next
• The Black Knights will get their first road test of the season

when they head to Columbus, Ohio on Saturday to square off
against No. 2 Ohio State at 4:30 p.m.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Today
7 p.m.—Women’s Soccer vs. New Hampshire, Malek Stadium
at Clinton field.
Friday
7 p. m.—Volleyball vs. West V irginia, Black K nights
Invitational, Gillis Field House.
Saturday
All Day—Men’s Tennis, Army West Point Shootout,
Lichtenberg Tennis Center/Malek Tennis Courts.
Noon—Volleyball
Gillis Field House.

vs.

Akron, Black Knights Invitational,

1 p.m.—Sprint Football vs. Post University, Shea Stadium.
2 p.m.—Men’s Rugby vs. Wheeling Jesuit, Anderson Rugby
Complex.
7 p.m.—Volleyball

vs.

Providence, Gillis Field House.

7 p.m.—Women’s Soccer
Clinton field.

vs.

Lehigh, Malek Stadium

at

Sunday
7 p.m.—Men’s Soccer vs. Marist, Malek Stadium at Clinton
field.
**View the upcoming Army West Point Black Knights
S chedule at www . goarmywestpoint . com / calendar .
aspx?vtype=list.

