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Getting the hang of it
A Class of 2021 cadet from F Company practices rappelling during Cadet Basic Training II on July 31 at Camp Buckner. The new cadets will fi nish CBT II Monday 
with March Back.                        Photo by MicheLLe eberhArt/PV
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GC Proclaims Antiterrorism Month

Askew selected First Captain
By U.S. Military Academy Media Relations

Cadet Simone Askew of Fairfax, Virginia, has been selected First 
Captain of the U.S. Military Academy’s Corps of Cadets for the 2017-
18 academic year, achieving the highest position in the cadet chain of 
command. She will assume her duties on Sunday.

Askew, an International History major, currently leads 1,502 cadets 
as the Regimental Commander of Cadet Basic Training II.

As First Captain she is responsible for the overall performance of the 
approximately 4,400-member Corps of Cadets. Her duties also include 
implementing a class agenda and acting as a liaison between the Corps 
and the administration. 

Askew is the first African-American woman to hold this esteemed 
position. 

 “Simone truly exemplifies our values of Duty, Honor, Country. Her 

selection is a direct result of her hard work, dedication and commitment 
to the Corps over the last three years,” Brig. Gen. Steven W. Gilland, 
commandant of cadets, said. “I know Simone and the rest of our incredibly 
talented leaders within the Class of 2018 will provide exceptional 
leadership to the Corps of Cadets in the upcoming academic year.”

Outside of the curriculum, Askew is a member of the Army West 
Point Crew team and developing leaders as the Cadet-in-Charge of the 
Elevation Initiative. 

She is a graduate of Air Assault School, an EXCEL Scholar, a member 
of the Phi Alpha Theta Honorary National History Society, a recipient 
of the Black Engineer of the Year Award for Military Leadership, and 
holds the highest female Recondo score during Combat Field Training 
II for the class of 2018. 

See the entire list of Class of 2018 leadership positions at http://
go.usa.gov/xRPNV.

Class of 2018 Cadet Simone Askew
                            Photo by 2nd Lt. Austin LAchAnce

Initial message to the Force
Army Family, 

What an honor it is to again be a part of the 
United States Army, the world’s most powerful 
and effective land fighting force, made up of the 
finest men and women our great nation has to offer. 
As a veteran and a Soldier for Life, I’m extremely 
humbled to assume the duties of Under Secretary 
of the Army.

Our Army continues to be the most trained and 
ready-to-fight force worldwide.

The Army has made great progress in improving 
its readiness across the total force. However, being 
ready to fight today’s adversaries is not enough. 

Now, the Army must also focus efforts on 
modernizing today to be ready to fight tomorrow, 
against increasingly capable adversaries and near 
peer competitors. 

This will involve hard choices and investment 
to rapidly develop capabilities that our Soldiers 
will need to win decisively across all domains on 
complex future battlefields. 

We must not forget that our most important 
assets continue to be the Soldiers, Department 
of Army civilians, and families that make up the 
Total Army. 

Over the last sixteen years, much has been 
asked of you, and you have delivered. You continue 
to fight the longest war in our nation’s history while 
meeting additional challenges worldwide, and this 
demand is not going away. 

I will work tirelessly to honor your service 
and sacrifice, to maintain the high quality of our 
volunteer force, and provide you the quality of 
life you deserve.

Thank you for your dedication to our nation. I look 
forward to serving alongside you.

         Ryan D. McCarthy
          33rd Under Secretary of the Army

33rd Under Secretary of the Army Ryan D. 
McCarthy       courtesy Photo
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Two Merrill’s Marauders honor their 
commanders at West Point Cemetery
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Former Staff Sgt. Robert Passanisi, 93, 
and retired Master Sgt. Gilbert Howland, 94, 
two of the 18 survivors of about 3,000 original 
Merrill’s Marauders, visited the West Point 
Cemetery Aug. 4 to place a wreath on two of 
their commanders’ gravesite, Brig. Gen. Frank 
Merrill and Lt. Gen. Joseph ‘Vinegar Joe’ 
Stilwell. 

A wreath laying ceremony followed a brief 
welcome reception at the West Point Old Cadet 
Chapel with U.S. Military Academy Historian 
Sherman Fleek giving a quick history of the 
chapel.

 Roughly 50 family members or members 
of the Merrill’s Marauders Proud Descendants 
organization headed by Bob Menta, whose 
father Carmine was part of the Merrill’s 
Marauders. 

“There were six of the China, Burma, 
India Theater veterans in Philadelphia for their 
reunion last year and everyone treated them 
like heroes,” Menta said. “They presented them 
with a flag that flew over Independence Hall 
and opened up the Liberty Bell to allow them 
to touch and pose with it. This is something that 
is very rare.”

Passanisi and Howland said they volunteered 
for President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 1943 call 
for volunteers for a secret, dangerous and 
hazardous mission that none were expected to 
survive. They were known as the ‘expendables’ 
and originally codenamed Galahad, but were 
officially known as the 5307th Composite Unit 
(Provisional). 

Roosevelt needed an American long-range 
penetration unit that would be assigned to 
the British under Lord Louis Mountbatten’s 
Southeast Asia Command and trained under 
Brig. Gen. Orde Wingate’s Chindits Operation 
Unit until transferred to the China-Burma-India 
Theater under Stilwell. 

Their mission: To capture the North Burma’s 
Myitkyina airstrip to allow supplies to be flown 
in and allowing Ledo and Burma roads to 
connect to forge a crucial land route into China, 
an important ally at the time. 

“Man and mule moved a thousand miles over 
mountains, always fought while outnumbered 
by the Japanese and fighting deadly dysentery, 
dense jungle and malaria,” Col. Matthew 
Pawlikowski, U.S. Military Academy chaplain, 
said. “These heroes left a legacy for our 
Soldiers.”

When the remaining unit was disbanded in 
1944, less than 100 remained. 

Merrill’s Marauders was the first of the 
‘special forces’ units, the precursor to the 
modern Army Rangers (75th Ranger Regiment). 
Howland and Passanisi recently were inducted 
into the Ranger Hall of Fame and Merrill’s 
Marauders also received a Bronze Star for 
everyone in the unit.

Two members of Merrill's Marauders, retired Master Sgt. Gilbert Howland, 94, and former Staff Sgt. Robert Passanisi, 
93, talk with U.S. Military Academy Chaplain, Col. Matthew Pawlikowski, outside of the Old Cadet Chapel Aug. 4 before 
the start of the wreath laying ceremony for Brig. Gen. Frank Merrill and Lt. Gen. Joseph "Vinegar Joe" Stilwell following 
a brief welcome reception. Passanisi and Howland are two of the 18 survivors of Merrill's Marauders who volunteered 
for a secret mission to capture the North Burma Myitkyina airstrip to enable supplies to be flown into the China-Burma-
India Theater.

Passanisi, from Brooklyn, New York, is the 
12th child of Italian immigrant parents and said 
that he enlisted at the age of 17 by lying about 
his age, and later volunteered for Roosevelt’s 
secret mission. 

“While securing the airfield at Myitkyina, 
I developed malaria and three weeks later, 
received shrapnel wound in my right side. Six 
months later, I was wounded again in the right 
temple by shrapnel,” he said.

Howland, from Pennsylvania, is a World 
War II, Korea and a two-tour Vietnam veteran. 
His name is displayed at the National Infantry 
Museum in Columbus, Georgia, for being a 
“triple Combat Infantryman Badge recipient.”

“Our mission was Burma,” Howland said. 
“We spent five months there. Gen. Stilwell 
trained us well and he cared about his men.

“I first met Gen. Merrill in Burma on a 
trail leading to a river where the Marauders 
were fishing with hand grenades,” Howland 
continued. “He was all alone. He met me on the 
trail and said, ‘Nice day for some ice cream’—
and kept walking. I never did get any ice cream.”

Two members of Merrill's Marauders honor their commanders during the wreath 
laying ceremony, Aug. 4 at the West Point Cemetery.
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National Night Out: getting acquainted 
with neighbors and service personnel
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

There was music in the air and the smell of hot dogs and hamburgers on the barbeque. Children 
could be seen jumping in bouncy houses and there was a show of force of emergency personnel 
at the Command Sgt. Maj. Sutherland Community Center Aug 1. 

No emergency situation existed, just the West Point Family Homes and the Department of 
Emergency Services hosting the seventh annual National Night Out for an evening of neighborly 
fun, food and games.

 Community members were introduced to emergency services personnel like the West Point 
Military Police, game warden, West Point Fire Department and the FBI. The School Resource 
Officer, Red Cross organization’s Paws for a Cause and the Department of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security who is responsible for the day-to-day operations of West Point provided 
information on safety and services available to the community.

Adults received material on stocking up for emergency situations such as floods or severe 
weather, and learning about the West Point schools. Children needed no enticement to play ‘dunk 
the fireman,’ or getting fingerprinted by an agent in the Criminal Investigative Division which 
was “totally cool,” according to one 9-year-old. 

Children also enjoyed more cool activities like talking to firefighters, exploring a firetruck, 
turning on lights in police cars and sounding the siren–something they don’t get to do every day.

“It is good to get to know the West Point community and to put our faces out there so they can 
see us and what we are doing,” Sgt. David Cloer, West Point Military Police desk sergeant, said. 
“We want the community to know that we are here for them and they don’t need to be afraid of 
us, and children need to know that we are approachable.”

Paws for a Cause therapy dogs Jake, Tia, Ivy Grace and a large red poodle named Hunter, are 
always a delight to adults and children alike. These friendly and affectionate dogs are therapy 
dogs who visit hospitals, attend blood drives, visit veteran organizations and hospices or to put a 
smile on a face of someone who is feeling lonely.

“We can be located with the dogs at the Army Community Service building every other 
Tuesday,” Bud Schuck said. “We all own the dogs and they are always a favorite because they 
are affectionate. We choose our dogs based on their temperament and they have to perform a 
basic test. Any breed of dog could be a therapy dog, and they are therapy dogs, not service dogs.”

National Night Out is a national annual community-building campaign promoting police-
community partnerships and camaraderie with the intent on promoting safer neighborhoods and a 
more caring place to live. The event helps to enhance and promote understanding between neighbors 
and law enforcement with the hopes of returning to a true sense of community. National Night Out 
is generally celebrated on the first Tuesday in August and resembles a neighborhood block party.

C h i l d r e n 
s e e k  o u t 
t h e  W e s t 
Point Fire 
Department 
to  ta lk  to 
firefighters 
during the 
a n n u a l 
N a t i o n a l 
Night  Out 
Aug. 1. 
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Introduction to 
Design Thinking

Cadets, staff and faculty participated in an “Intro to Design Thinking” 
workshop on Aug. 3 in the Haig Room in Jefferson Hall where they 
learned creative ways to solve an array of problems. Participants 
included representatives from several academic departments, U.S. Corps 
of Cadets, the U.S. Military Academy Library and the West Point Band.   
                                                                   Photo by MicheLLe eberhArt/PV

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point was ranked #1 in “Best Classroom 
Experience” and #2 for both “Most Accessible Professors” and “Lots of Race/ 
Class Interaction” by The Princeton Review, and #2 in “Public Colleges,” #9 in 
“Liberal Arts Universities” and #16 in “The Northeast” by Forbes last week.   
                        Photo by John PeLLino/dPtMs Vid

USMA tops rankings
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Story and photo by Destiney Sanchez

On July 25, the Directorate of Public Works Cultural 
Resource Program hosted 28 teens and chaperons from the 
Delaware Nation, Delaware Tribe and Stockbridge-Munsee 
Band of the Mohican Indians. 

The tour was part of a larger two-week trip hosted by the 
Delaware Water Gap National Park Service as a way for the 
teens to see and experience the homeland of their ancestors. 
The Delaware and Munsee Tribes formerly lived in the Hudson 
River Valley, including West Point.

The tour of West Point began at the West Point Museum 
where the teens saw exhibits on the Indian Warrior and 
Indian Wars. Next, the teens were welcomed to the Garrison 
Commanders’ office to see the Wampum Belt; this belt is a 
symbol of cooperation between the two governments and our 
commitment to consulting with the tribe regarding potential 
impacts to Native American cultural and archeological sites on 
West Point. 

This beautiful display of more than 6,000 shells was 
handmade and presented as a gift to the Garrison seven years ago.

Archaeologists Pat Raley and Paul Hudson then gave a tour 
of their laboratory and showed off some of the findings from 
past digs, but the most excitement came when the teens took 
a boat ride over to Constitution Island where they became the 
archaeologists themselves. 

Armed with trowels, buckets and sifting screens, the students 

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS

screened and scanned the dirt to find small artifacts. There was 
a buzz in the air as each new scrap of soil revealed potential 

artifacts and materials from times past.
The boat ride back to West Point afforded the teens an 

expansive view of the historic buildings of West Point. The 
day’s activities ended with a tour of Trophy Point where the 
teens learned about Battle Monument, Sedgwick Statue and 
the various batteries. 

 “When you know who you are; when your mission is clear 
and you burn with the inner fire of unbreakable will; no cold 
can touch your heart; no deluge can dampen your purpose. You 
know that you are alive,” Chief Seattle, Duwamish, said.

A r m e d  w i t h 
t r o w e l s , 
bucke ts  and 
sifting screens, 
Archaeologists 
Pat Raley and 
Paul  Hudson 
helped students 
screen and scan 
the dirt to find 
small artifacts.



7  August 10, 2017Pointer View  

Cadet gains research design, testing experience through AIAD
By Department of Civil & Mechanical Engineering

From June 26–July 28, the Human Engineering Research 
Laboratories (HERL) at the University of Pittsburgh hosted 
Class of 2018 Cadet Patrick Murphy for an Academic Individual 
Advanced Development internship. 

The purpose of this AIAD was to gain research design and 
testing experience while also investigating potential capstone 
projects for the upcoming year. This AIAD was in conjunction 
with a program aimed to give military veterans experience 
conducting scientific research in the field of assistive technology.

Murphy was able to work closely with Rory Cooper, HERL 
director and civilian aide to the Secretary of the Army, who is 
a pre-eminent researcher in the field of spinal cord injury and 
assistive technology. 

Murphy’s research project focused on investigating 
alternative ways to power motorized wheelchairs and was 
selected as one of the top three presentations by attendees at the 
HERL Open House, July 28. 

The 15th Sergeant Major of the Army, Command Sgt. 
Maj. Daniel A. Dailey, also attended the HERL Open House 
and project presentations, and he spoke with Murphy about 
the project and Army career interests. This experience will 
provide Murphy with valuable insight for future work focused 
on assistive technology and the potential to improve injured 
veterans’ quality of life.

(Right photo) Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Dailey, 
15th Sergeant Major of the Army, Rory Cooper, 
Human Engineering Research Laboratories director 
and civilian aide to the Secretary of the Army, 
Class of 2018 Cadet Patrick Murphy and Greg 
Freisinger, assistant professor in Civil & Mechanical 
Engineering, attended the HERL Open House 
following a six-week Advanced Individual Academic 
Development where Murphy focused on assistive 
technology and the potential to improve quality of 
life for disabled veterans.
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The Army West Point Football team is set to host the 
community at Michie Stadium Wednesday, for Michie Movie 
Knight. Gates open at 5 p.m. and children are invited on the 
field for various activities with cadet-athletes. The movie, 
Zootopia, will begin at 7 p.m. Football players will also be on 
hand to sign autographs before the start of the movie. Fans 
can bring blankets and enjoy the movie on the videoboard 
from the field or stands. Food and drinks will not be allowed 
on the playing surface. Concessions will be available for 
purchase.                     Photo courtesy of ArMy AthLetic coMMunicAtions

Michie Movie Night

By Robert Lanier
KACH PAO

The New York Blood Center 
(NYBC), with support from Keller 
Army Community Hospital, will host 
the West Point Blood Drive from 
11 a.m.-7 p.m.on Aug. 28-31, at the 
fourth floor of Eisenhower Hall.

NYBC is expecting emergency 
inventory levels to continue through 
September, and all donations will 
assist greatly in replenishing the 
ongoing blood inventory for all types 
of blood. 

“We need to maintain an ample 
level of all types of blood,” NYBC’s 
Debra G. Kleinman said. “Donors 
with O-negative blood type, or 
‘universal donors,’ are especially 
encouraged to donate, as their blood 
can be used in emergencies.” 

The need for blood (whole 
blood), platelets, plasma and power 
red is constant; and summer is 
an especially challenging time to 
maintain ample inventories due to 
the long school vacation period and 
series of holidays (Memorial Day, 

Fourth of July, Labor Day). NYBC 
must be prepared with an adequate 
supply to withstand any type of 
emergency.

Blood ‘types’ are important when 
matching a donor and recipient to 
ensure a safe transfusion. The blood 
types and their characteristics are:

• Type O Negative Donors: 
Also known as “universal donors,” 
Type O Negative Red Blood Cells 
(RBCs) can be given to anyone. For 
that reason, Type O Negative blood 
is often used in emergency situations 
before a person’s exact blood type 
can be determined.

• Type O Positive Donors: 
Approximately 84 percent of the 
U.S. population has Rh positive 
blood. This means that your RBCs 
can be given to 84 percent of those 
in need if their exact blood type is 
unavailable.

• Type A Positive/Negative 
Donors: Your blood type is the 
second most common U.S. blood 
type. This means there are many 
Type A patients out there who 
need your blood every day. Type A 

Negative donors can also provide 
RBCs for the more scarce Type AB 
patients if necessary. 

• Type B Positive/Negative 
Donors: As the second rarest U.S. 
blood type, your blood is needed 
to keep your elite group of Type B 
patients safe and healthy. Type B 
Negative donors can also provide 
RBCs for the more scarce Type AB 
patients if necessary. 

• Type AB Positive/Negative 
Donors: The rarest U.S. blood type 
at only 4 percent, Type AB donors 
are also known as “universal plasma 
donors”, since their plasma can be 
given to anyone. For that reason, 
Type AB Positive/Negative plasma 
is often used in emergency situations 
before a person’s exact blood type 
can be determined.

The blood drive is open to 
all service members, their family 
members, cadets, DOD civilians 
and retirees, as well as the general 
public. Go to http://nybloodcenter.
org/donate-blood/become-donor/
can-i-donate-blood/ to learn if you 
are eligible to donate.  

Give the Gift of Life—Give Blood
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Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma
facebook.com/westpointusma

#USMA Social Scene

commandant.usmilitaryacademy: Sapper Leader Course 
graduates! Dalton Stahl, Moses Sun, and Alex Gilland. #sapper 
#usma2019

maddyutz: Extraordinary people above average times :-)

armywp_football: Looking forward #GoArmy #USMA #WestPoint

goarmywestpoint: Introducing the firsties leading off our 17-18 
athletic season. Catch our women’s soccer team in action at home 
in 5 days! #GoArmy
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
James I. O’Neill High School Principal Meet & Greet

Community parents are cordially invited to a meet and greet 
lunch with Debbie Brand, the new James I. O’Neill High School 
principal, at noon Friday at Grant Hall.

Brand is new to Highland Falls-Ft. Montgomery CSD, 
coming from Yorktown, New York, where she served as a high 
school assistant principal.  She’s been an educator for the past 
20 years during which she has served as an English teacher, 
basketball coach, adviser for several clubs and department 
instructional leader.  

Join the new principal at the pay-as-you-go lunch and an 
informal Q & A session.  For details, call 845-938-2092 or email 
michi.carl@usma.edu.

Repaving of Route 218
The New York Department of Transportation is planning on 

repaving Route 218 from 9W at West Point to Cornwall from 
Aug. 21-31. The gates at both West Point and Cornwall will be 
closed during this project. 

When N.Y. DOT begins to mill Route 218 between 9W to 
Washington Gate around Aug. 24-25, the road will be accessible 
by one lane until it begins to lay the blacktop down, at which 
time the road will be closed for about 2-3 hours. 

The Bass Club accepting new members
The Bass Club at West Point is accepting new members.  
The Bass Club promotes sustainable fishing and performs 

community service in support of the West Point Outdoor 
Recreation. Membership is open to military, DOD civilians, 
veterans of the Armed Forces and their dependents.  

For details, contact at toddmess@aol.com or visit http://
pbwimmer.wixsite.com/bassclubatwestpoint.

West Point Family Homes Lending Library
The West Point Family Homes Lending Library is open 10 

a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
The Library is located at the WPFH Leasing and Management 

office at 126B Washington Road. There is a library grand opening 
scheduled 3-4:30 p.m. Aug. 29.

Motorcycle training Basic Rider Course & Experienced 
Rider Course

The Garrison Safety Office is offering a Motorcycle Safety 
Course at A Lot through September. 

There are various classes for both experienced and novice 
riders, and classes for staff and faculty and cadets. 

The upcoming training schedule is:
Basic Rider Course:
• Sept. 12-13 (Staff & Faculty);
• Sept. 15-17 (Cadets);
• Sept. 22-24 (Cadets);
• Oct. 3-4 (Staff & Faculty);
• Oct. 6-8 (Cadets);
• Oct. 31-Nov. 1 (Staff & Faculty).
Experienced Rider Course:
• Sept. 14;
• Oct. 5.
Also, individuals are not to park on the motorcycle range 

on these dates. 
For details, call Aubrey Posey, Garrison safety specialist, 

at 938-6131.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Veterans Benefits Adviser for the New York State 
Division of Veterans’ Affairs

Matthew Plumeri is currently a Veterans Benefits Adviser 
working for the New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs at 
West Point assisting veterans, service members and their families 
educating and helping them apply for benefits and programs they 
earned as a result of their service. 

Plumeri is a U.S. Marine veteran who worked as a military 
police officer and K9 handler in Afghanistan. He is available for 
free, confidential advising for veterans, service members and 
families five days a week. 

He can also help clients learn and apply for state, city and 
municipal specific benefits that may be available to them. 

The New York State Division of Veterans’ Affairs West Point 
Office is located at Building 622, Room 113, 622 Swift Road.

Appointments are available. To set up an appointment, call 
938-8453. 

Protestant Women of the Chapel “Sneak Peek & Sign 
Up”

The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 
will host a “Sneak Peek & Sign Up” for its upcoming year on 
Aug. 29. Drop by between 9-11 a.m. at Boundless Park on Biddle 
Loop next to the Post Chapel Annex. 

Come learn about the upcoming year, sign up for classes and 
check out the available ministry opportunities in PWOC and the 
Post Chapel community. 

PWOC will kick off its Tuesday morning Bible Study from 
9-11 a.m. Sept. 5 and its Thursday evening Bible Study from 
7-8:30 p.m. Sept. 7 at the Post Chapel, Building 692 Biddle Loop. 

Find PWOC on Facebook at West Point PWOC and email 
your questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a rising fifth grader at West Point Middle 

School and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located 
at 306D Alexander Place on West Point. The purpose of the LFL 
is to share books, bring people together and create communities 
of readers. 

The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book exchanges 
numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries. 

The mission of the LFL is to encourage children to read during 
the summer months. Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days a 
week. To learn more, visit littlefreelibrary.org. 

Road closure due to training
Due to military training, Mine Torne Road will be closed 

from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday.
For details on the closures, contact Alec M. Lazore, range 

officer, at alec.lazore@usma.edu or 845-938-3007/3930. 

Volkssport Club at West Point
Join the Volkssport Club at West Point for a weekend of 

walking. On Saturday, meet in Goshen for 5km and 10km trails 
through the village. Historic buildings and homes and the Harness 
Racing Museum are on the route. Meet at 9 a.m. in the parking 
lot behind the Hall of Fame at 240 Main Street. 

On Sunday, be part of the West Point-Highland Falls Rotary 
walk/run on Route 218. The road will be closed to vehicles at 
that time. Register and walk from 8-11 a.m. in the West Point 
Ski Lodge/U.S. Mint parking lot on Route 218. 

Both walks are free; suitable for strollers; dogs on leash 
welcome. For details, visit ava.clubs.org/West Point.

Sixth annual Storm King Run
The sixth annual Storm King Run includes a 5km, 10km and 

1-Mile Kids Fun Run along the historic Hudson River Sunday.  
The run starts and finishes near West Point’s Washington 

Gate on Route 218. The event schedule includes:
• 7:30 a.m.—Packet pick-up and on-site registration opens;
• 9 a.m.—1-Mile Kids Fun Run (Ages 11 and under);
• 9:15 a.m.—5km/10km start.
There are awards for top-three finishers in each age/gender 

category. Food and drinks are provided. There are tech T-shirts 
for the first 200 registrants. Proceeds benefit the scholarship fund 
of the West Point-Highland Falls Rotary Club.

For details, visit/register at rotary-wphf.org or call 845-
446-4106.

Constitution Island Association events
The Constitution Island Association has the following events 

scheduled on Constitution Island this summer:
• Aug. 26—Reenactment Day;
• Sept. 23—Family Day.
For more details, contact Hilary Dyson, Constitution Island 

Association office manager, at 845-265-2501 or visit www.
constitutionisland.org.

ArtWalk 2017 in Highland Falls
The Town of Highlands Chamber of Commerce is presenting 

ArtWalk 2017 along Main Street, in the Village of Highland Falls.    
Partnering with Collaborative Concepts, a not-for-profit arts 

organization that curates art exhibitions, this year’s creation is 
entitled “Art Across the River” and features the sculptures of 14 
local and nationally-recognized artists.  

For details about ArtWalk 2017, contact Cindy Modlin, 
Chamber of Commerce Art Committee member, at tohchamber@
gmail.com.

Community

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email sharon.seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email erodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, 
family members and retirees. The program offers services from 
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. The EAP is located at 656 
Eichelberger Road. For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 

children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 
Weekly sessions continue through the summer. 

To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime. For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.

Junior Golf Camp
A new summer golf camp for children ages 7-14 is offered at 

the West Point Golf Course. Session two is Aug. 16, 17 and 18. 
There is a minimal fee for the camp. 
For details and to register, call 938-2435.

JBK Girls and Boys Soccer Tryouts
The soccer tryouts will be held from 6-8 p.m. Aug. 23 at 

H-Lot Sports Complex. 
The tryouts are open to CYS Services children. For more 

details, call 938-8896.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

FOR THE ADULTS
Yoga at Trophy Point

Breathe in the magnifi cent views of the Hudson River with 
yoga at Trophy Point at 8:30 a.m. Saturdays—Saturday and 
Aug. 19, Sept. 9 and 30, and at 10:30 a.m. Sundays—Aug. 27, 
Sept. 17 and 24. 

West Point Club Spirit Luncheons
Tickets go on sale at the West Point Club’s administration 

offi ce Aug. 15 and can be purchased 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Each luncheon is a Pep Rally for that week’s game 
held in the Club’s Grand Ballroom. 

Doors open at 11:30 a.m. and the luncheon begins 11:45 
a.m. Buy tickets in advance for reserved seats and save $2 
per person.

Reservations are based on the tickets sold by 2 p.m. 
on the day prior to the lunch. Make sure you tell us which 
department you’re with or who you would like to sit with 
when purchasing tickets. 

After 2 p.m. tickets will only be available at the door on 
the day of the luncheon and will be open seating based on 
space availability. 

The Spirit Luncheon events are:
• Sept. 7—Buffalo;
• Sept. 28—Texas El Paso;
• Oct. 12—Eastern Michigan;
• Oct. 19—Temple;
• Nov. 2—Air Force;
• Nov. 9—Duke;
• Dec. 6—Navy.
For more details, call the club at 845-446-5504.

Night on the Hudson Dinner Cruise
Join the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. Aug. 20 at South Dock 

for a relaxing scenic boat ride on the Hudson with a delicious 
buffet and live entertainment. 

Boarding begins promptly at 5:45 p.m. Parking is available 
adjacent to Harborcraft building at South Dock. A cash-bar will 
be available.

BOSS Hudson River Cruise
The annual Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers (BOSS) 

Cruise will be held from 6-9 p.m. Aug. 24. Boarding is promptly 
at 5:45 p.m. 

Tickets are available through BOSS Council members. For 
details, call 845-938-1992.

White Water Rafting Trip
Join MWR’s Outdoor Recreation for a rafting trip on the 

Lackawaxen River (Delaware Water Gap).
There are two trips available either Sept. 9 or 10. Leave 

Round Pond at 8:30 a.m. and return to West Point at 6 p.m. Space 
is limited and registration required.

To pre-register, call 845-938-0123.

Yoga is weather permitting. Please bring yoga mat and water.

Le Tour is here
Summer’s here and so is Le Tour. All month in August we’ll 

follow the greatest bike race in the world at race pace. 
Join us and feel the rush. Those who are fi t, and those who 

want to get fi t are all welcome. 
All spin classes take place at 5:40 a.m. Wednesdays at the 

MWR Fitness Center.
For more details on the above classes, call 938-6490.

Murder at the Military Ball
Join us at the West Point Club from 7-10 p.m. Aug. 25 for a 

murder mystery dinner theater. 
There is a minimal fee for this event, which includes a dinner 

buffet, show, dessert and one free drink (beer, wine or soda). 
A cash bar will be available as well. Cash bar and hors 

d’oeuvres start at 7 p.m. while the dinner and show starts at 7:45 
p.m. Reservations are required. 

Register online and purchase your tickets at tiny.cc/
wpcmilitarymystery. For more details, call 938-5120.

Ring Run 5K
The West Point Association of Graduates and MWR present 

the Ring Run 5K Aug. 26. The race starts 8 a.m. with the start 
and fi nish at the West Point Club. 

Registration runs now through Aug.10 via webtrac at tiny.cc/
ringrun2017. There is a minimal fee that includes registration, 
T-shirt, gourmet breakfast and a complimentary glass of 
champagne at the West Point Club. 

Packet pickup is from 1-4 p.m. Aug. 25 at Trophy Point. 
Strollers are welcome. For more details, call 938-6490.

Staff & Faculty Flag Football sign-ups
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2017 Staff & 

Faculty Flag Football League. 
Teams wishing to enter, contact Jim McGuinness at jim.

mcguinness@usma.edu or call the MWR Sports Offi ce at 938-
3066. The league is open to all USMA departments and/or units. 
The Stewart Marines and the Stewart Air National Guard unit 
are invited to participate.

All departments and units may combine personnel from other 
departments and units to form a team. 

The season starts Sept. 6 with a slate of exhibition 
scrimmages. The regular season starts Sept. 11. Teams will play 
two games a week starting at 6:45 p.m.

The deadline for sign-ups is Aug. 30.

Korean Traditional Martial Art Soo Bahk Do Classes
The MWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try the 

traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical 
martial art, which develops every aspect of the self. 

If you’ve ever thought of learning how to defend yourself 
more effectively, now is the time. 

In each 50-minute class, master-level experts in the traditional 
Korean martial art of Soo Bahk Do will teach you highly effective 
self-defense techniques and guide you in stretching, breathing, 
relaxation, balance, endurance and more. 

The classes are for adults only. Register via webtrac at http://
tiny.cc/SooBahkDo. Classes meet at 7:10 p.m. Tuesdays and 
6:10 p.m. Thursdays. 

For more details, call 938-6490.

Leisure Travel Services events
• Saturday—Destination Lower Manhattan. Leave West Point 

at 8 a.m., leave NYC at 3:30 p.m. Where American history started 
for so many and the gateway for the future. Visit the Statue of 
Liberty, 9/11 Memorial, NY Stock Exchange, Brooklyn Bridge 
and so much more;

• Aug. 24—Broadway performance of “The Carole King 
Broadway Show.” Leave West Point at 4 p.m., leave NYC at 10 
p.m. The New Carole King Musical is at the Sondheim Theater 
in New York City. There is orchestra seating;

• Aug. 30—Broadway Performance of “Hello, Dolly!’ Leave 
West Point at 4:30 p.m., leave NYC at 10:45 p.m. Bette Midler is 
back where she belongs in this Tony Award revival at the Shubert 
Theater in New York City. There is balcony seating.

There is a minimal fee for transportation with LTS. For more 
details and pricing, call 938-3601.

MWR Summer Movies series
• Aug. 18—The Secret Life of Pets, 8:15 p.m. at H-Lot;
• Sept. 15—Sing, 7:30 p.m. at H-Lot.
The movies are open to the public. For details, call 938-0123.

Horseback Riding Lessons
The Morgan Farm Horseback Riding Lesson Program is now 

open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages 
5 and up. Lesson packages are available. 

For more details, call 845-938-3926.

Round Pond’s summer hours
Round Pond’s summer hours are—9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday 

-Thursday and 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
The Round Pond Recreation Area offers 28 RV camping 

spaces, 20 tent sites, four pop-up sites, eight mini log cabins, two 
ADA mini log cabins, one rental cottage and fi ve party pavilions. 

There are trout stocked in the mountain lake, one ADA fi shing 
pier, a swimming beach and hiking trails are all within walking 
distance from your site. The main offi ce offers services to include: 
equipment rental center, fi rewood, bait, ice, ice cream, kayaks, 
canoes, paddle boards, mountain bikes, West Point fi shing and 
hunting permits and much more. 

The offi ce also serves as the fi shing boat control point.
Additional services include: Propane gas refi lls, a playground, 

volleyball courts and a basketball court.
For details, visit https://westpoint.armymwr.com/

programs/round-pond-recreation-area or call 938-2503.
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Friday—“War for the Planet of the Apes,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday— “Spiderman Homecoming,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ree l - t ime- theat res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Nutrition Care Department to provide 
weight loss programs

The KACH Nutrition Care Department 
will be providing a comprehensive weight 
loss program, open to all  TRICARE 
benefi ciaries, with the goal of assisting with 
making permanent changes to your diet, sleep 
and activity habits to promote long-term 
weight loss success.

Program dates/subjects are:
•  We d n e s d a y — C h a n g i n g  y o u r 

environment and fi nding support for weight 
loss;

•  Aug. 23—Nutrient timing and strength 
training;

•  Aug. 30—Mindful eating.
All classes are held at Brian D. Allgood 

Ambulatory Clinic, Classroom G59 from 
1:30-3 p.m.

Call 845-938-7992 (KACH appointment 
line) or 845-938-2374 (Nutrition Care Dept.) 
to reserve your seat.

Physicals and Immunizations
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

Primary Care Department is opening a  
dedicated clinic at 1 p.m. Aug. 24 to ensure 
that incoming children and those unable to 
make an appointment earlier in the summer 
have their physicals prior to the start of the 
school year.  

This year’s theme is “What do you want 
to be when you grow up?”—Dress as your 
future profession.

This dedicated clinic is a mass school 
physical day and you can expect lines at the 
various stations. 

Through recent experience, these lines 
are usually not long. We are making every 
effort on this day to have your child see their 
primary care manager.    

This is also the time to review your 
child’s immunizations, and prepare additional 
documentation for the administration 
of medications during school hours or 
emergency instructions for children with 
known allergies. 

Obtain the necessary forms from the 
appropriate school nurse, complete the 
parent’s portion and bring them to your 
child’s appointment along with all copies 
of your child’s immunizations. If there is a 
possibility that your child’s immunizations 
are not in their electronic health record, 
please stop by the Immunizations clinic prior 
to your child’s appointment.

Call 845-938-7992 or 800-552-2907 to 
request an appointment for a school or sports 
physical.

KACH OBU to provide Childbirth 
Education Courses

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Obstetric Unit will be providing Childbirth 
Education Courses—September 2017 
Session. Topics include, but are not limited 
to, what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding.

The course takes place from 6-9:30 
p.m. Sept. 6, 13 and 20 in the fourth fl oor 
classroom at KACH.

Next courses are Oct. 4, 11 and 18.
To register and/or get details, contact 

Keller’s Obstetrics Unit at 845-938-3210.

• Yard of the Month: The West Point 
Family Homes will choose one home every 
month through September with yards that 
are kempt and stand out from the rest. 

You can nominate your own yard, your 
neighbor’s, a friend’s or any home on post 
that you feel deserves to be considered. 

Email nominations to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by the 25th of each month. 

Winners will receive $25 and the 
coveted “Yard of the Month” sign to display 
on their lawn.

• Family Zumba with Marcela: 
Family Zumba with Marcela is a class 
with fusion of Latin and international 
music, utilizing dance themes that create a 
dynamic, exciting, fi tness program effective 
enough for parents but fun enough for teens 
and kids of all ages. 

The class is 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Tuesday 
at 126 B Wasington Road. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by today.

• Summer Story Time: Beat the 
summer heat and join us from 10-11:30 
a.m. Aug. 22 at B 126 Washington Road for 
Summer Story Time and Fun featuring Eric 
Carle’s “The Very Hungry Caterpillar.” 

Hands-on learning and interactive 
activities and crafts. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Aug. 18.

• Constitution Island Tour: There 
is a tour of Constitution Island Aug. 24. 
Boarding begins at 1:30 p.m. with a return at 
4 p.m. Explore the Island and walking trails 
and pack a picnic lunch as there is no food on 
the island. WPFH will provide soft drinks and 
snacks. Register to Jodi Gellman by Aug. 20. 

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Aug. 17

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Aug. 10-17
Channels 8/23

West Point Band performs “All American” set Saturday

The West Point Band will continue its Music Under the Stars outdoor concert 
series with a performance titled “All American” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at Trophy 
Point Amphitheater.                                                                      courtesy Photo

By the West Point Band

The West Point Band will continue its Music 
Under the Stars outdoor concert series with a 
performance titled “All American” at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday at Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

In the event of inclement weather, the 
concert will move indoors to Eisenhower Hall 
Theatre. This concert is free and open to all. 

Bring your family and friends to Trophy 
Point and join the West Point Band as we present 
this all-American lineup featuring everything 
from jazz to patriotic to movie music. 

The band’s deputy commander, Capt. 
Richard Winkels will lead the band in a rousing 
performance featuring vocalist Master Sgt. 
MaryKay Messenger singing the works of 
George Gershwin and Natalie Cole, as well as 
a Spanish-style trombone trio titled Blades of 
Toledo, featuring Staff Sgts. Phil Stehly, Barry 

Cooper, and Alaina Alster. 
The concert also includes movie music from 

the 80’s Western “Silverado,” as well as music 
from “Star Wars: The Force Awakens.” 

As always, the band will pay tribute to those 
who serve our nation with a performance of 
Armed Forces Service Medley.

Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization and 
continues to provide world-class music to 
educate, train, and inspire the Corps of Cadets 
and to serve as ambassadors of the United 
States Military Academy and the Army to local, 
national, and international communities.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found by 
following us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube 
and Twitter.
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PLAYOFF RESULTS:
* July 31—(Upper backet series) Fourth seeded Stewart Marines 
defeated fifth seeded DMI/USCC two games to one in a three-game 
series.
* July 31—(Lower bracket series) Ninth seeded MEDDAC defeated 
10th seeded History/Social two games to one in a three-game series.
* Aug. 1—(Lower bracket series) Sixth seeded ODIA/AOG defeated 9th 
seeded MEDDAC two games to one in a three-game series.
* Aug. 1—(Lower bracket series) Eighth seeded Math defeated 11th 
seeded BS&L/ELDP two games to none in a series sweep.
* Aug. 2—(Upper bracket series) Second seeded Garrison defeated 
third seeded CLS two games to none in a series sweep.
* Aug. 2—(Lower bracket series) Seventh seeded MPs/DES defeated 
eighth seeded Math two games to one in a three-game series.
Upcoming games:
* Tuesday—(Upper bracket series) First seeded DPW/LRC defeated 
fourth seeded Stewart Marines two games to none in a series sweep.
* Tuesday—(Lower bracket championship) Sixth seeded ODIA/AOG 
defeated seventh seeded MPs/DES two games to one in a three-game 
series.
* Wednesday—(Upper bracket championship) First seeded DPW/LRC 
vs. second seeded Garrison.
* Monday—Upper bracket champion vs. LBC champion ODIA/AOG.

 West Point Summer Softball League playoffs
sPorts

Garrison shortstop David Hughes (back) flips the ball to second baseman Anthony 
Feldman to get the final out of game two during Garrison’s 8-4, 7-4 sweep of 
Chemistry and Life Sciences in the Upper Bracket semifinal Aug. 2 at the MWR 
Softball Complex.                               Photo by MAdy sALVAni/ArMy AthLetic coMMunicAtions


