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First instruction, lasting impression
Class of 2019 Cadet Thomas Durst (right) gives instruction to the new Class of 2021 cadets as they prepare to report to the “Cadet in the Red Sash” for the first time
during Reception Day 2017 Monday at West Point. The day was the beginning of a new chapter in the lives of this year’s 1,230-plus new cadets. Fittingly, the day before
Independence Day, the Class of 2021 began its four-year journey to officership. See pages 3-5 for R-Day stories and more photos.
Photo by John Pellino/DPtMs ViD
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West Point’s parking, force protection message for Independence Day concert
By the West Point Force Protection
Office
The following parking and force protection
measures will be in effect in support of the
Independence Day concert activities on West
Point Saturday:
The West Point Band will host a concert and
fireworks display starting at 6 p.m. Saturday at
Trophy Point.
The fireworks will begin at approximately
8 p.m. Parking is available at Buffalo Soldier
Field, the South Dock area and along Thayer
Road.
Clinton, Doubleday and the tennis court lots
are reserved for handicap parking only.
There will be no parking allowed along
Thayer Extension or the First Class Club
parking lot. Cullum Road, from Quarters 101
intersection, to Clinton Lot will be closed from
approximately 6:45 p.m. until the end of the
concert.
In the event of inclement weather, the
concert will take place at the same time on
Sunday.
Please be advised that anyone who is

planning to attend the Independence Day
concert is asked to refrain from staking out an
area with rope, tape, tarps and/or blankets until
after noon on the day of the scheduled concert.
The Military Police will remove/discard
all items mentioned above that are placed on
the Trophy Point Amphitheater grounds for the
purpose of reserving a viewing spot.
Incoming traffic at Stony Lonesome and
Thayer gates will be extremely heavy beginning
early Saturday afternoon.
Members of the workforce who have a DOD
decal and CAC/military ID card, and who wish
to attend the concert, should use Washington
Gate.
As with all special events that take place
on the installation, safety and security are of
paramount concern.
Remain vigilant, maintain situational
awareness and immediately report any
suspicious activity to the Provost Marshal’s
Office at 845-938-3333.
For more details, contact Luke Pagan, West
Point Force Protection officer, at 938-8859.
Always Remember: If you see something,
hear something, say something

Be aware of parking and force protection measures in support of Saturday’s
Independence Day concert activities. 			
Courtesy Photo

U.S. Army Garrison West Point needs volunteers to serve as mayors
WEST POINT, N.Y.—U.S. Army Garrison
West Point is in need of volunteers to serve
as community mayors.
The community mayor is a volunteer
position that works closely with the U.S.
Army Garrison West Point command team.
Community mayors may be military members
or spouses and are needed for the housing
communities of Stony Lonesome I, Stony
Lonesome II, Lee, Grey Ghost and New Brick.
The mission of the West Point Mayoral
program is to enhance the quality of life for
residents of West Point.
Mayors serve as liaisons, and during their
term, relay information and concerns to and
from residents, West Point Family Homes and
the USAG command.
Community mayors will provide WPFH
and the command with a “grass roots”
conduit for issues and concerns brought up
by the community, assist the community in
submitting maintenance requests, follow up
on those requests and keep their community
members informed of policies and events.

If you are interested in representing your
fellow residents and serving as a valuable
resource to the command team in this position
please write a brief biography about yourself
and describe why you would like to become a
community mayor and state if you will be able
to attend meetings during and after normal
working hours, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Provide your full name, rank if applicable,
community you live in and an email address
you may be reached at.
Email your document to the U.S. Army
Garrison West Point Command Sergeant
Major, Command Sgt. Maj. Roderick Taylor,
at roderick.taylor@usma.edu.
Once your information has been received
you may be contacted to meet with Taylor.
This is a great opportunity to effect
change in your community, assist the Garrison
command team and have a positive impact
on the U.S. Army Garrison West Point
community.
Help us keep U.S. Army Garrison West
Point the “Bedrock of West Point.”
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U.S. Army Garrison West
Point Command Sergeant
Major, Command Sgt. Maj.
Roderick Taylor, is looking
for volunteers to serve as
community mayors in the
housing areas. Community
mayors may be military
members or spouses
and are needed for the
housing communities of
Stony Lonesome I, Stony
Lonesome II, Lee, Grey
Ghost and New Brick. The
mission of the West Point
Mayoral program is to
enhance the quality of life
for residents of West Point.
		 Courtesy Photo
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New cadets experience first taste of West Point on R-Day
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer
More than a thousand new cadets began
their first experience of becoming a cadet
Monday during Reception Day—a rite of
passage for those entering West Point. New
cadets, parents, friends and family stood in
line at Eisenhower Hall beginning at 6 a.m. to
attend a quick briefing on what the new cadets
and parents should expect for the day.
At the end of the briefing, parents were
given 60 seconds to say goodbye to their sons
or daughters before sending them off to board
buses that transported them to Thayer Hall for
inprocessing.
They received military clothing, were
measured for a cadet uniform, endured physical
and medical evaluations and paid strict attention
to the upperclass cadets who escorted them and
ensured they were doing things the right way.
“Walk in a straight line new cadet,” one
cadet said.
One new cadet said he decided to come
to West Point because he grew up around the
military and his dad is a 1989 graduate. He and
his parents flew in from Singapore, where the
family lives.
“I didn’t want just another job where
I would sit around all day,” the new cadet
said. “I was recruited by the rugby team and
I have friends on the team, so I feel this will
be great. I’m not sure what I am interested in
(academically) at the moment, but I guess I
have time to decide.”
His dad said he didn’t talk him into West
Point. His son decided that on his own and he
is very proud that he wants to serve our country,
even though it is a worry. His mom is from
the Hudson Valley and is enjoying visiting the
area again.
Another new cadet from Dallas is enjoying

New cadets come through Thayer Hall after receiving clothing and other items like duffle bags Monday during Reception
Day, or R-Day, a day most cadets remember for a lifetime.
everything she is seeing so far and has her heart
set on becoming an engineer.
“I went to the Summer Leadership
Experience last year and it was life changing,”
the new cadet said. “I wanted to come to West
Point because I will enjoy the academics,

New cadets move on to their next station Monday as a long
day awaits the newbies where they will be inprocessing at
Thayer Hall receiving their supplies and clothing, getting
hair cuts, learning how to march, saluting and responding to
commands. By the end of the day, the new cadets paraded
in front of their loved ones and took the oath of office.

all the challenges it has to offer and the new
friendships, which I hope will last a lifetime.”
The new cadet was accompanied by a very
proud mom.
“I am very happy to see my first baby and
the first to go to college in our family going to

Parents had 60 seconds to say goodbye to their new
cadets during a quick briefing Monday at Eisenhower Hall.
By the end of the day, the new cadets paraded in front of
their loved ones and took the oath of office.

West Point,” she said. “The only thing is we
live in Dallas and that’s far away, so we won’t
be able to see her as much.”
Another new cadet lives somewhat closer
in Hohokus, New Jersey.
“I wanted to serve in some way and here I
can combine both college and the Army,” the
new cadet said. “I am a lacrosse recruit and
there is one other kid in my class from high
school that has entered West Point so I won’t
be entirely on my own.”
The new cadet is interested in international
relations or military intelligence.
Most of the cadets working R-Day are
beginning their senior year starting in August
and it is sometimes the first leadership position
they have been involved in.
“I can most definitely relate to the new
cadets,” Class of 2018 Cadet Jason Hugs
from Bryan, Ohio, said after giving a briefing
at Eisenhower Hall to parents and the new
cadets. “I can remember sitting with my parents
and being a little anxious. It is definitely a
180-degree difference doing this now than my
R-Day which was three years and one day ago.”
Hugs had some advice to the new cadets
coming in.
“Keep everything in perspective,” Hugs
said. “R-Day is just one day. It doesn’t define
your West Point life. Everyone who graduates
here has gone through this so you are not
alone.”
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R-Day: Upperclassmen look back, give advice to new cadets
Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor
“You have 60 seconds to say goodbye to
your families and your time starts now.”
These words ring in the ears of any U.S.
Military Academy seasoned cadet or graduate
remembering the intricacies of R-Day. R-Day,
or Reception Day, at West Point signifies many
things, particularly the beginning of a new
chapter in the lives of this year’s 1,230-plus
new cadets.
On Monday, fittingly, the day before
Independence Day, the Class of 2021 began its
four-year journey to officership, beginning with
a farewell to its families.
“It was pretty stressful,” Class of 2019
Cadet Jonathan Alvendia reminisced. “I’m
from Alabama so I was far away and I knew I
wouldn’t see my parents for six to eight months
and that’s the longest time I’d been away from
home.”
But nonetheless, Alvendia and his peers
have since gone from experiencing R-Day as
naïve newbies to becoming weathered experts
in what it means to be a West Point cadet.
“It’s a huge deal, everyone’s really excited
to be here,” he explained. “I encourage (the
new cadets) to come in and keep an open mind
and absorb everything that we’re teaching them
because we’re teaching them so much in such
little time.”
Current cadets take the new cadets under
their wings, teaching them how to salute, cup
their hands, march and more. New cadets are

also issued uniforms, eyeglasses and haircuts
as they transform throughout R-Day.
After learning the basics from their wellversed counterparts, new cadets must report to
the cadet in the red sash in order to pass through
to the next step of the day.
“New cadet! Step up to my line! Not on
my line, not over my line, not behind my line!
Step up to my line!”
While reporting, new cadets must recite a
scripted sentence to the cadet in the red sash,
while saluting properly and not stepping on,
over or behind the line. If any part is done
incorrectly, they are asked to return to the line
and re-do it.
Class of 2019 Cadet Mackenzie Garner
remembers reporting to the cadet in the red
sash, but says most of her R-Day was “blurred
together,” and that it was a big change.
“You’re not used to being told what to do
24/7, you can’t even think for yourself, you can’t
fix your hair without asking for permission, you
can’t look around without getting yelled at,” she
said. “It’s definitely a thing you have to adjust
to, for sure.”
But Garner says that although it’s a difficult
adjustment, her entire “Beast” experience was
short in retrospect.
“Six weeks out of your entire West Point
career is like nothing compared to the whole
47 months,” she said. “It really does go by fast,
but at the same time you learn so much… don’t
be afraid to ask questions and make mistakes.”
While day one is over, this is only just
the beginning. Cadet Basic Training, also

A steely focus helps a new cadet gain knowledge through the New Cadet
Handbook that is issued on R-Day to the 1,230-plus new cadets who arrived
at West Point Monday.

A new cadet reports to the cadet in the red sash during USMA Class of 2021
R-Day Monday.

known as Beast Barracks, a six-week intensive
training, will teach the new cadets the basics of
being future officers. It is not until a 12-mile

road march back from Camp Buckner and
Acceptance Day that the new cadets will be
officially known as “plebes.”

A new cadet gets his hair cut during the USMA Class of 2021's R-Day Monday.
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R-Day photos: The new journey begins...

Photos by John Pellino/DPTMS VID
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Volunteer for New
Cadet Visitation Day

JBK Baseball living the Dream
The Highland Falls/West Point Junior Black Knights team went to
Cooperstown, N.Y., June 16-23 and competed at the Dreams Park 12-yearold National Tournament. One hundred and four of some of the best teams
from most of the 50 states came to play. The JBK team went 1-5 in pool play
losing to teams from California, Florida, Texas, Louisiana and Tennessee;
and defeating Georgia (9-6). In the single elimination tournament, the boys
started out by defeating Illinois, 6-2, with Brian Corrigan sealing the win
with a three-run homer. In the second game, the boys lost a hard-fought
game against Michigan, 3-2, in the last inning. Highlights for the tournament
included Nick Waugh hitting three homers; while Ben Despirito and Waugh
led the way on the mound for the Knights. The boys visited the Baseball
Hall of Fame, traded pins with the other players, and had an amazing week
of baseball and fun. 						 Courtesy Photo
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West Point cadets visit 2008 Russia-Georgia War Battlefield
By Chaise Carl
Department of Military Instruction
From June 10-21, a group of faculty and
cadets visited the post-Soviet country of Georgia
to study the 2008 Russia-Georgia War. The
purpose of the trip, which was an Advanced
Individual Academic Development organized
by the Defense and Strategic Studies department
and Modern War Institute, was to examine a
“warm” battlefield that demonstrated Russia’s
use of so-called “hybrid warfare.”
The 2008 conflict between Russia and
Georgia stemmed from issues regarding
sovereignty and the desire of provinces
Abkhazia and South Ossetia to separate from
Georgia. The crucial link between theory and
practice was pioneered through an intensive
preparation week at West Point prior to the trip.
The preparation included discussions
with subject matter experts in the fields of
international relations, strategic studies,
ethnographic research methods and Russian

Cadets on
Narikala
Fortress
overlook
Tbilisi while
discussing
the 2008
R u s s i a Georgia War.
Courtesy Photo

grand strategy. Among the experts who briefed
the cadets included John Mearsheimer of the
University of Chicago and Stephen Blank of
the Strategic Studies Institute.
The fieldwork portion of the trip began in
Tbilisi, where cadets met with senior defense
and political officials.
Accompanying EU monitors, the group
toured the unofficial border and battlefield sites
near Gori and the outskirts of Tskhinvali, the
capital of South Ossetia. Cadets led a short staff
ride of the conflict, role-playing key figures to
understand their decision-making, discussed
terrain features, and orienteered each day of
the five-day war.
The trip helped the cadets gain a holistic
view of the Caucasus region, a strategic corridor
between Russia and the Middle East.
The trip commenced with meeting senior
Georgia military and government officials who
gave their perspective on the war, sharing with
the cadets how they had been underprepared to
defend their land.

The consultations were advantageous to the
cadets as they were provided with guidance on
what to avoid in wartime, the power of effective
planning and the importance of an established
chain of command. They learned strategic and
tactical options of both sides, thus enabling them
to gain insight on countering Russian hybrid
warfare in the future.
Class of 2020 Cadet Garret Dunn recognized
the value of the lessons he learned.
“The importance of communication of intent
and course of action in effective leadership has
become prevalent through studying this conflict
as it generated issues that are still relevant in
most organizations,” Dunn said.   
The team was also immersed in the culture
of the Caucasus, taking part in Georgian supras
(local dinners), visits to various museums, hikes

and other cultural excursions.
Cadets visited the northern highlands of
Kazbegi as well as the beaches of Batumi.
“Much of our understanding of modern
warfare is either too abstract or overly informed
by U.S.-led wars in Iraq or Afghanistan,” Lionel
Beehner, MWI research director and organizer
of the trip, said. “To prepare our future Army
officers, it is imperative for them to study and
understand other contemporary conflict zones up
close, visualize what a multi-domain battlefield
looks like, and apply theory to practice.
The final product of the AIAD will be a
comprehensive battlefield assessment of the
war that outlines how the U.S. military can
counteract Russian actions elsewhere in the
region, and provide some solutions to the
Army’s current warfighting challenges.
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#USMA Social
Scene
Instagram & twitter:

@westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma
dortz_in_shortz: Third Platoon is ready to go for R-Day, those
New Cadets better be ready.

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS

North Power Plant shutdown: You
probably didn’t notice the North Power Plant,
located at the laundry facility, annual shutdown
that occurred a few weeks ago.
That’s because it happened so seamlessly
thanks to the many DPW support shops and the
Power Plant operators. We interviewed JR Cruz,
the Utilities Power Systems branch chief, and
here’s what he had to say about this important
yearly operation.
• What are the Power Plants main functions
at West Point?
Cruz: “The Power Plants are the central hub
for electricity and steam distribution to West
Point facilitates. They distribute the necessary
power and steam to every building and home
on post. We also manage the Steam Distribution
Boiler Plant that provides steam to areas on post
such as the hospital, which uses the steam for
sterilization, an essential part of the hospital’s
operation. The steam also allows for heat and
cooling to take place.”
• What is the annual Power Plant shutdown?
Cruz: “During the year, we aren’t able to
do the maintenance that needs to occur to keep
these plants running at top capacity. Once a year
it all comes to a halt so we can do things such
as service equipment and clean out pressure
vessels and holding tanks (far right photo).
This is one of two shutdowns that occur in the
year. This is also the time when we implement
systems upgrades, which allows the many shops
involved to overhaul and maintain auxiliary
equipment and allows for inspection of the
distribution system.”
• What other things occur during the
shutdown?

Cruz: “Energy and safety audits are
conducted to ensure we are working at top
efficiency and top safety standards. We also
inspect boilers, fans and plumbing, all with
efficiency and safety in mind.”
• Who performs all the upgrades and repairs
needed?
Cruz: Essentially all of the DPW shops
play a role; the Power Plant Maintenance Shop
(Operators), Pipe and Heat Shop, Electric
Shop, General Support, Carpentry Shop,
Roads and Grounds, and Land Maintenance.
Without everyone pulling together, we could
not accomplish such an important mission. It’s
a huge team effort.”
(Editor’s note: JR Cruz is the Utilities
Power Systems branch chief. He has worked
for DPW for 15 years. Thank you to the West
Point community for its patience during these
important times of maintenance and updates to
the power plants.)

JR Cruz, DPW’s Utilities Power
Systems branch chief.
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FEATURED ITEM
Road closures due to training
Due to military training, the following locations will be
closed during July.
• Mine Torne Road—Today, Friday, Monday, Wednesday,
July 13-18 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Stilwell Lake—Today, Friday, Monday, Wednesday, July
13-18 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.
For details on the closures, contact Alec M. Lazore, range
officer, at alec.lazore@usma.edu or 845-938-3007/3930.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Columbus ships ‘Pinta’ and ‘Nina’ in Newburgh
The ‘Pinta’ and the ‘Nina,’ replicas of Columbus’ ships, will
open in Newburgh, Friday. The ships will be docked at Riverfront
Marina, 40 Front Street, until their departure on Wednesday.
The ‘Nina’ was built completely by hand and without the use
of power tools. Archaeology magazine called the ship “the most
historically correct Columbus replica ever built.”
In 2005, the ‘Pinta,’ a caravel, was launched in Brazil and was
the first ship to sight land in the New World. Historians consider
the caravel the “Space Shuttle of the 15th century.”
Both ships tour together as a new and enhanced ‘sailing
museum for the purpose of educating the public and school
children on the ‘caravel,’ a Portuguese ship used by Columbus
and many early explorers to discover the world.
While in port, the general public is invited to visit the ships
for a walk-aboard, self-guided tour.
There is an admission fee. Children 4 and under are free. The
ships are open every day from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. No reservations are
necessary. Visit www.ninapinta.org to learn more.
Volkssport Club at West Point event
Join the Volkssport Club at West Point Saturday for a walk
in Beacon. Meet at 9 a.m. to register at Yankee Clipper Diner,
397 Main Street.
Trails of 5k and 10k will show Hudson River views,
Beacon waterfront, many historic buildings, specialty shops
and restaurants. The walk is free. Dogs on a leash are welcome.
For more details, visit www.vcwpava@gmail.com.
Little Free Library
Hazel Calway, a rising fifth grader at West Point Middle
School and an avid reader, started a Little Free Library, located
at 306D Alexander Place on West Point. The purpose of the LFL
is to share books, bring people together and create communities
of readers.
The Little Free Libraries are small, front-yard book exchanges

Pointer View

numbering 50,000 around the world in 70 countries. The mission
of the LFL is to encourage children to read during the summer
months. Hazel’s LFL is open 24 hours, seven days a week.
To learn more, visit littlefreelibrary.org.
Protestant Women of the Chapel
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC)
will resume regular classes in September.
This summer there will be “Meet & Greet” events on most
Wednesdays. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and
check out PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC for the
complete schedule with locations and times.
Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the
leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the
Post Chapel.
The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents
and gifts. For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.
AWANA Program
The 2017-18 West Point AWANA program will kick off at the
end of August. AWANA is a global, nonprofit ministry committed
to the belief that the greatest impact for Christ starts with kids
who know, love and serve Him.
The West Point AWANA program serves children ages
three through high school. The West Point AWANA program is
currently looking for volunteers.
If you are interested in volunteering with AWANA, all
volunteers should begin the process now.
Contact the AWANA commander at jtkmamacita@gmail.com
about the steps you need to take to begin the volunteer process.
Cadet Chapel Organ Recital events for fall 2017
The upcoming organ recital fall 2017 events at the Cadet
Chapel:
• Sept. 24, 3:30 p.m.—Craig Williams (USMA organist/
choirmaster);
• Oct. 1, 3:30 p.m.—Eun Ha Chung (former organist at West
Point Post Chapel);
• Oct. 8, 3:30 p.m.—Justan Foster (organist at Greenbush
Church);
• Oct. 15, 3:30 p.m.—Bruce and Reilly Xu (winners, AGO
competitions);
• Oct. 22, 3:30 p.m.—500th Anniversary Reformation
Service;
• Oct. 29, 3:30 p.m.—Katherine Meloan (U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy);
• Nov. 5, 3:30 p.m.—Marko Pranic (St. John’s, Rochester,
N.Y.);
• Nov. 12, 3:30 p.m.—Ryan Kennedy (The Juilliard School);
• Nov. 19, 3 p.m.—Craig Williams;
• Dec. 3, 2017, 3:30 p.m.—59th annual
Handel’s Messiah Cadet Choir, Combined Choirs
and Orchestra.

SHARP Resources

• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment Response Hotline:
845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call
845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 845-938-7479
or email kathryn.hermon@usma.edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950
or email stephanie.marsh@usma.edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email
dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri Safford—call 938-4150
or cheri.k.safford.mil@mail.mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-9383532 or email kerry.dunham@usma.edu.

E D U C AT I O N
WORKSHOPS

and

Army Education Center
College courses are offered through the Army
Education Center at West Point, located at 683
Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes:
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule
at 845-446-0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.
edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez
at 845-446-2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:

• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in
Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;
• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.
Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army
Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB,
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.
Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or
an appointment.
Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program
that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family
members and retirees.
The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. MondayFriday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.
For details, call 938-1039.
DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic
testing programs through the Defense Activity for NonTraditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.
Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Constitution Island Association events
The Constitution Island Association has the following events
scheduled on Constitution Island this summer:
• July 29—Garden Day;
• Aug. 26—Reenactment Day;
• Sept. 23—Family Day.
For more details, contact Hilary Dyson, Constitution Island
Association office manager, at 845-265-2501 or visit www.
constitutionisland.org.
Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services
at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.
The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.),
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged
young people. Transportation is provided as needed.
For any questions, visit the church website at www.
gracebaptistny.org.
Vacation Bible School
The Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls will hold a
Vacation Bible School for children up through 6th grade, free
of charge at 6:15-8:45 p.m. Monday-July 14.
A separate program for teenagers will be held at 6:15-8:45
p.m. July 17-21. The church is located at 54 Old State Road, in
Highland Falls. The church is close to Thayer Gate.
Register at www.gracebaptistny.org, or in person the week
of VBS.
2017 Farmers Market
The West Point-Town of Highlands 2017 Farmers Market
opens from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. every Sunday in Highland Falls.
The market includes many items for purchase including
fresh produce, specialty items, books and more. See Page 8 for
color advertisement.
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WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR
Register online and purchase your tickets at tiny.cc/
wpcmilitarymystery. For more details, call 938-5120.

FEATURED EVENT
Night on the Hudson Dinner Cruise
Join the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. July 28 for a dinner
cruise on the Hudson River.
Boarding begins promptly at 5:45 p.m. Enjoy a relaxing
scenic boat ride on the Hudson with a buffet and live
entertainment. A cash bar will be available.
Reservations required. Register online and purchase your
tickets at TheWestPointClub.com.
For more details, call 938-5120.

JUST ANNOUNCED
MWR Summer Movies series
• July 22—Moana, 8:30 p.m. at Trophy Point;
• Aug. 4—Finding Dory, 8:30 p.m. at H-Lot.
The movies are open to the public. For details, call 938-0123.

FOR THE ADULTS
SUP Yoga is back
Experience the serene, yet invigorating joy of yoga on a
paddleboard. Suitable for any level skill level.
Classes take place from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturday and
5:30-7 p.m. July 28 and at Round Pond Recreation area.
For details, call 938-0123.
Korean Traditional Martial Art Soo Bahk Do Classes
The MWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try the
traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical
martial art, which develops every aspect of the self.
If you’ve ever thought of learning how to defend yourself
more effectively, now is the time.
In each 50-minute class, master-level experts in the traditional
Korean martial art of Soo Bahk Do will teach you highly effective
self-defense techniques and guide you in stretching, breathing,
relaxation, balance, endurance and more.
The classes are for adults only. Register via webtrac at http://
tiny.cc/SooBahkDo.
Classes meet at 7:10 p.m. Tuesdays and 6:10 p.m. Thursdays.
For more details, call 938-6490.
Road Ride Wednesdays
Road Ride Wednesday classes will be held at 5:40 a.m. at
the MWR Fitness Center. Road Ride is an indoor spin-bike class
focused on channeling the sport of road cycling.
A warmup and cool down complete the workout. SPD clipless
shoes are welcome. Bike fit and set-up are starting at 5:30 a.m.
For details, call 938-6490.
Murder at the Military Ball
Join us at the West Point Club from 7-10 p.m. Aug. 25 for a
murder mystery dinner theater.
There is a minimal fee for this event, which includes a dinner
buffet, show, dessert and one free drink (beer, wine or soda).
A cash bar will be available as well. Cash bar and hors
d’oeuvres start at 7 p.m. while the dinner and show starts at 7:45
p.m. Reservations are required.

Strong B.A.N.D.S.
Strong B.A.N.D.S. was created to energize and inspire
communities Armywide about healthy lifestyles that support
resiliency. Strong B.A.N.D.S. signifies the importance of
Balance, Activity, Nutrition, Determination and Strength.
Show your support by attending the Strong B.A.N.D.S. events
and commit to living a healthier lifestyle.
These Strong B.A.N.D.S. MWR events can be found at
westpoint.armymwr.com.

FOR THE FAMILIES
Leisure Travel Services events (updated)
• July 13—Theater van to Broadway. Leave West Point at
4:30 p.m., leave NYC after the show. Purchase half-price theater
tickets at the TKTS discount ticket booth in Time Square;
• July 16—The Giglio Feast. Leave West Point at 10:30 a.m.,
leave Brooklyn at 4:30 p.m. In Italian Williamsburg, Brooklyn,
the residents of the community look forward to the annual Giglio
Feast held every July since 1903. This event should not be missed
and the neighborhood is filled with the vibrant shops and eateries;
• July 21—Saratoga Raceway. Leave West Point at 8 a.m.,
leave Saratoga at 6 p.m. It’s opening day at the world famous
Saratoga Springs Raceway. Bring your picnic basket and lawn
chair to catch the best in thoroughbred racing at this charming
venue.
There is a minimal fee for transportation with LTS. For more
details and pricing, call 938-3601.

Round Pond’s summer hours

Round Pond’s summer hours are—9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday
-Thursday and 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
The Round Pond Recreation Area offers 28 RV camping
spaces, 20 tent sites, four pop-up sites, eight mini log cabins, two
ADA mini log cabins, one rental cottage and five party pavilions.
There are trout stocked in the mountain lake, one ADA fishing
pier, a swimming beach and hiking trails are all within walking
distance from your site. The main office offers services to include:
equipment rental center, firewood, bait, ice, ice cream, kayaks,
canoes, paddle boards, mountain bikes, West Point fishing and
hunting permits and much more.
The office also serves as the fishing boat control point.
Additional services include: Propane gas refills, a playground,
volleyball courts and a basketball court.
For details, visit https://westpoint.armymwr.com/
programs/round-pond-recreation-area or call 938-2503.
Horseback Riding Lessons
The Morgan Farm Horseback Riding Lesson Program is now
open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages
5 and up. Lesson packages are available.
For more details, call 845-938-3926.
Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm offers three- and five-day camps for ages 5 and
up. Camps are offered for all levels during each week.
The Morgan Farm instructors will place children in
appropriate groups based on age, experience and ability.
The camps run in five-week sessions teaching English and
Western riding.
Week three runs Monday-July 14. Week four runs July 17-21.
Week five is sold out and week six runs July 31-Aug. 4.
Registration forms are available at Morgan Farm or online
at westpoint.armymwr.com. For more details, call 938-3926.
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FOR THE YOUTHS
Little Golfers
Children will learn beginners golf skills through play and
exercise at the West Point Golf Course. Sessions will be held
Saturday, July 22 and 29. The clinic is for children ages 4-6.
There is a minimal cost per each session.
For details, call 938-2435 or visit golfatwestpoint.com.
Kids Golf Clinics
Kids Golf Clinics will be held Friday and July 28. Children
can attend one or all four clinics.
Children will learn golf skills for the beginner to advanced
player in a fun setting for ages 7 to 14 year-olds. There is a
minimal fee per child/per clinic. For more details, call 938-2435.
See the Point!
If you are a new fifth-eighth grader in the West Point
community, join us and experience the many opportunities offered
at West Point, to include:
• A guided tour of West Point Middle School;
• A visit to Morgan Farm to see the Army mules;
• An inside look of many MWR facilities including: Bowling
Center, Arts & Crafts Center, Golf Course and more;
• Complimentary ice cream cone at the MWR Bowling
Center.
Choose your date of July 13, 20, 27, Aug. 3 at 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Bldg. 695. Bring your lunch, ID, comfortable walking shoes and
a positive attitude. To register, call 938-2092.
West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp
programming for children in kindergarten through fifth grade.
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for
children through planned and developmentally appropriate
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration.
Weekly sessions continue through the summer.
To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime. For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.
Artopia Art Camps 2017
Summer Art Camps will be held at the West Point Arts &
Crafts Center in July from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays. The
classes teach children to explore, inspire and create.
Registration is now open. An art show will be held every
Friday. Parents provide lunch, drink and snack.
There is a minimal payment per child/per week. Payment is
required in full at time of registration. Registration must be done
in person. For more details, call 938-4812.
CYS Sports Summer Intramurals
Registration is ongoing for the 2017 CYS Sports Summer
Intramurals season.
Open to CYS Services children in grades fifth and up.
All games are free and will be played weekdays from 5-6
p.m. For more details, call 938-8896.
Junior Golf Camp
A new summer golf camp for children ages 7-14 is offered
at the West Point Golf Course. Session one is Wednesday, July
13 and 14. Session two is Aug. 16, 17 and 18.
There is a minimal fee for the camp.
For details and to register, call 938-2435.
JBK Girls and Boys Soccer Tryouts
The soccer tryouts will be held from 6-8 p.m. Aug. 23 at
H-Lot Sports Complex. The tryouts are open to CYS Services
children. For more details, call 938-8896.
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West Point Band presents Independence Day concert
By the West Point Band
The West Point Band will present its
annual Independence Day celebration
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Trophy
Point Amphitheater. In the event of
inclement weather, the performance
will be held on Sunday.
The concert will include music
ranging from patriotic favorites to rock
and roll, followed by a magnificent
fireworks display overlooking the
Hudson River.
There is no better way to celebrate
America’s independence than with
a performance by the Army’s oldest
band. This concert is free and open
to all.
This spectacular performance, led
by West Point Band Commander and
Conductor, Lt. Col. Tod Addison, will
take you from the rousing patriotic
fare of the Concert Band to the regal
sounds of the band’s field music group,
the Hellcats, to the deep grooves and

soaring vocals of the Benny Havens
Band, the West Point Band’s popular
music group.
The performance will culminate
with a powerful finale followed by
one of the best fireworks displays in
the Hudson Valley. Bring your family,
friends, and a picnic, and celebrate
Independence Day with the West Point
Band under the stars.
Established in 1817, the West Point
Band is the Army’s oldest musical
organization and continues to provide
world-class music to educate, train and
inspire the Corps of Cadets and to serve
as ambassadors of the U.S. Military
Academy and the Army to local,
national and international communities.
For concert information,
cancellations and updates, call 845-9382617 or visit www.westpointband.
com.
West Point Band news can also be
found by following us on Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube and Twitter.

The West Point Band will present its annual Independence Day celebration at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday at the Trophy Point Amphitheater. In the event of inclement weather, the performance
will be held on Sunday.
Courtesy Photo

Keller Corner

• Yard of the Month: The West Point
Family Homes will be choosing one home
every month through September with yards
that are kempt and stand out from the rest.
You can nominate your own yard, your
neighbor’s, a friend’s or any home on post
that you feel deserves to be considered.
Email nominations to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by the 25th of each month.
Winners will receive $25 and the
coveted “Yard of the Month” sign to display
on their lawn.
• June Yard of the Month winner:
The yard of the month winner for June is
the Keena family in Stony I. The family
received $25 and a Yard of the Month sign
to display on its lawn. Congratulations!
• Melody in Motion with Desrae:
Sing children’s songs, dance with ribbons,
play instruments, march in a parade and
more from 2–3:30 p.m. Friday at 126B
Washington Road.
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.

com. Space is limited. All events are free
and open to current West Point residents.

• Read and Craft day: Join Gianna
for a read-aloud and craft of “The Kissing
Hand” by Audrey Penn. Come see the
magic that unfolds in the story of Chester
the Raccoon and his mother.
This LifeWorks event will be held
126B Washington Road from 10-11:30
a.m. Tuesday.
To register for this event, email
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by today with the
number of children attending.
• National Night Out (Save the
Date): The Directorate of Emergency
Services/WPFH/Garrison will be hosting
National Night Out from 4-7 p.m. Aug. 1 at
126B Washington Road.
Join WPFH and the public service
organizations on post as they recognize
this nationwide campaign for safe streets,
celebrated across the United States on this
date.

West Point Command Channel

For the week of July 6-13

Army Newswatch
Thursday, Friday and Monday-July 13
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Channels 8/23

Physical therapy sick call to be held
at Arvin
The physical therapy sick call for the
West Point community will be held at Arvin
Cadet Physical Development Center at 8 a.m
through Aug. 11.
PT sick call will not be held at Keller/
Allgood during this time period.
The PT sick call is for acute injuries only.
The intent of the program is for members
of the West Point community who sustain
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon
as possible and without the need for a referral.
For details, call 845-938-3324.

KACH’s General Surgery provides
surgical consultations and care
Did you know… the General Surgery
Clinic and Keller Army Community Hospital
provides comprehensive surgical consultation

and care, including pre-operative evaluation,
clinic procedures, major operations and postoperative recovery care?
The General Surgery Clinic is staffed
by two full-time board certified general
surgeons who specialize in breast care,
colon and rectal disorders, hernia repair,
endoscopy, laparoscopic surgery and the
surgical management of gastroesophageal
reflux disease.
We provide care to the Corps of Cadets,
active duty, retired military members and their
respective families throughout the Hudson
Valley. Surgeons are on continuous call for
Emergency Room consultation as well.
The General Surgery Clinic is located on
the first floor of the main hospital and open
during regular business hours of 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Monday-Friday.
If you have questions or a referral, call
845-938-6624.

MOVIES at MAHAN

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

Friday—“Spiderman: Homecoming,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Spiderman: Homecoming,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
July 14—“Spiderman: Homecoming,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
July 15—“The Mummy,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
July 21—“Alien: Covenant,” R, 7:30 p.m.
July 22—“Wonder Woman,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
July 28—“Baywatch,” R, 7:30 p.m.
July 29—“Cars 3,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.shopmyexchange.com/
reel-time-theatres/West-Point-1044343.)
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Lending Library at
WPFH during summer
As part of a Girl Scout Silver Award project, Girl Scouts Gianna Keena (left in
the photo to the right) and Georgia Svoboda partnered up with Jodi Gellman,
the West Point Lifeworks coordinator, to create a lending library (above). The
library will be a permanent activity for all West Point community members to
enjoy. The library has a variety of books to choose from, such as children’s
books, drama, mystery, biographies and more. The Library summer hours
started Monday. It will be open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays. The library will be closed all day Aug. 30. Also, if you have books
that you would like to donate to the library, drop them off at West Point Family
Homes Leasing and Management office located at 126B Washington Road, the
location of the library.
			
Courtesy Photos

Lending Library
Read-aloud dates
• Tuesday—“The Kissing Hand,” by
Audrey Penn, 10-11:30 a.m.;

• Aug. 22—“The Very Hungry Caterpillar,”
by Eric Carle, 10-11:30 a.m.;
• Aug. 29—The Library Grand Opening,
3-4:30 p.m.

The Lending Library started Monday
and hours are 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. The Library is
located at the West Point Family Homes
Leasing and Management office at 126B
Washington Road.
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Monken, Football
welcomes Class of 2021
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications
Army West Point Football head
coach Jeff Monken has announced
a recruiting class of 82 athletes who
participated in Reception Day at West
Point Monday.
The Class of 2021 marks
Monken's third full recruiting class
and includes players from 21 states.
West Point officially welcomed
its newest freshman class on Monday
for the start of Cadet Basic Training.
Monken credited his staff for this
year’s recruiting class and praised
their hard work.
The State of Texas has the most
incoming members of the Class of
2021 with 13 making the trip to West
Point. Ten signees are from Florida,
while eight hail from California.
Seven recruits are from Illinois
and six are coming to campus from

Georgia and Pennsylvania.
There are four rookies hailing
from Alabama, North Carolina and
Tennessee, while Ohio, Virginia and
Washington are represented with
three.
Two recruits reported from
Louisiana and New York and athletes
from Arkansas, Connecticut, Indiana,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota
and New Jersey round out the Class
of 2021.
The Black Knights open the
2017 slate on Sept. 1 at home against
Fordham with a 6 p.m. kickoff on
CBS Sports Network.
Army is scheduled for six home
games this year, all on CBS Sports
Network. The Army-Navy Game,
presented by USAA, is set for 3 p.m.
Dec. 9 on CBS in Philadelphia.
For tickets, call the ticket office
at 1-877-TIX-ARMY or in-person at
Gate 3 of Michie Stadium.

CLASS of 2021 FOOTBALL PLAYERS
Christian Anderson
Robert Barrett
Gavin Bassett
Robert Bauman
Jordan Blackman
Saint Genevieve
Luke Blanton
Javhari Bourdeau
Jacob Carlson
Rahmeel Cook
Theodore Cook
Fred Cooper, Jr.
Alex Crawford		
Donnell Diego
Dominic Distefano
Kieren Douglas
Austen Ferbet
Tyler Fleagle
Michael Garber
Nicholas Ghazarian
Christian Gomez
James Greenhill
Trevor Hallock		
Jonathan Hamilton
Camden Harrison
Artice Hobbs IV
Karl Holler
John Hough 		
James Hunter IV
Aaron Jones
Weston Jones		
Jonathan King		
Joseph King V
Geoffrey Kirk		
Jordan Lane 		
Jake Lauer
Paul Lawless
Michael Leisle
Chamberlin Liddell-Patacsil
Jeremiah Lowery
Lucas McCleary
Sandon McCoy
Daniel McGeough
Caleb McKee 		
Sean McNulty
Donald Miller
Willam Mitchell
Dean Ngendakuriyo
Kyle O'Connor
Ryan O'Malley
John Owens
Edriece Patterson
Mackay Phillips
Peyton Reeder
Jon Rhattigan
Randall Ross
Benjamin Roth
Anton Rowe II
Landon Salyers
Willam Schumacher
Christopher Skyers
Nicholas Slusher
Connor Smith
Jordan Soper-Johnson
Bryson Stephens
Joseph Stephenson
Nicholas Stokes
Cameron Thomas
Joshua Thomas
Justin Thomas, Jr.
Emmanuel Ukhueligbe Thomas Upton
Taylor Vessel
Theo Wages IV
Kevin Walles
Max Weisman
Ke’Shaun Wells
Caden Williams
Kenneth Willoughby
Demann Wilson
Theodore Wisham, Jr.
Markus Wright

Army West Point
Football head coach
Jeff Monken has
announced a recruiting
class of 82 athletes
who participated in
Reception Day at West
Point Monday. The
Class of 2021 marks
Monken's third full
recruiting class and
includes players from
21 states. Courtesy Photo

West Point Summer
Softball League Standings
FINAL STANDINGS			
W - L
1. DPW/LRC
		
13 - 0
2. GARRISON				
8 - 2
3. DMI/USCC				
7 - 5
4. CLS			
5 - 4
5. STEWART MARINES		
8 - 7
6. ODIA/AOG			
4 - 4
7. MPs/DES			
5 - 6
8. MATH			
5 - 7
9. HISTORY/SOC		
4 - 8
10. MEDDAC		
3 - 8
11. BS&L/ELDP
			
0 - 11
**Games as of Tuesday. All games at MWR Softball Fields.

