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Holland relinquishes command
Brig. Gen. Diana M. Holland (right) relinquished command Monday as the 76th Commandant of the Corps of Cadets, the fi rst woman to hold the position in 
the history of the U.S. Military Academy. She passed the command guidon to Command Sgt. Maj. Dawn Rippelmeyer (left), Corps of Cadets CSM. Upon her 
departure from West Point, Holland will assume command of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic Division in Atlanta, where she will oversee U.S. 
Army engineering projects in eight Southeastern states, the Caribbean, and Central and South America. Holland’s successor and USMA 1990 classmate, Brig. 
Gen. Steve Gilland, will assume command June 23. See Page 3 for story and photos.                             Photo by John Pellino/DPtMs
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Military  training 
activities through 
summer at West Point

• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment 
Response Hotline: 845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, Samantha 
Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 
845-938-7479 or email kathryn.hermon@
usma.edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 
845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-
5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri Safford—
call 938-4150 or cheri.k.safford.mil@mail.mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—
call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu.

SHARP 
Resources

By U.S. Military Academy Media Relations

Area residents can expect to hear summer training activities 
conducted on the military installation now through mid-August to 
include areas in and around Camp Buckner and Lake Frederick. 

Training opportunities for the cadets include infantry 
operations, artillery firing, weapons training, aviation operations, 
military engineering projects, training in field communications, 
demolitions and survival skills techniques.

Noise levels will be sporadic through summer months with 
increased activity associated with Air Assault School in June 
and during specialized training operations in July. Residents can 
expect to see and hear low-flying helicopters in and around the 
training and cantonment areas during these training sessions.

Summer training will not affect authorized users from using 
the West Point recreation areas but may impact certain fishing 
and hunting locations.

Training is conducted to simulate the physical and mental 
challenges cadets will face when they become officers in the 
U.S. Army.

The West Point Association of Graduates announced Monday that George W. Bush, 43rd President of 
the United States, will receive the Sylvanus Thayer Award for 2017. The award will be presented on 
Oct. 19 at West Point. WPAOG Board Chairman retired Lt. Gen. Larry R. Jordan, USMA Class of 1968,
said, “President George W. Bush is a leader of conviction and resolve who guided our country through 
the most trying of times following Sept. 11, 2001, and today his service continues in the work of the 
George W. Bush Institute. Having him forever associated with West Point through the Thayer Award 
speaks directly to its purpose of recognizing a citizen of the United States, other than a West Point 
graduate, whose outstanding character, accomplishments and stature draw wholesome comparison 
to the qualities for which West Point strives. In fact, the West Point motto—Duty, Honor, Country—is 
reflected in the basic principles of the George W. Bush Institute’s Military Service Initiative, which are 
‘leadership, service and accountability,’ personal values held and manifested through the public service 
of President Bush.” The Sylvanus Thayer Award, presented annually since 1958, is the highest honor 
currently bestowed upon a non-graduate by the West Point Association of Graduates. The selected 
recipient must be an outstanding citizen of the United States whose service and accomplishments 
in the national interest exemplify personal devotion to the ideals expressed in the West Point motto: 
“Duty, Honor, Country.”                                Courtesy Photo

Bush announced as Thayer recipient
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Holland relinquishes Corps of Cadets Command
Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Brig. Gen. Diana M. Holland relinquished command as the 
76th Commandant of the Corps of Cadets at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, Monday.

On Jan. 5, 2016, Holland assumed the position of commandant, 
becoming the first woman to do so in the history of the U.S. 
Military Academy. Throughout her year-and-a-half journey, 
she has seen the first woman become the Dean of the Academic 
Board, Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb, as well as the first Army victory 
over Navy in football in 15 years.

During Holland’s relinquishment of command ceremony in 
the Haig Room, Jebb called Holland’s departure “bittersweet,” 
remarking that she has enjoyed working with such a phenomenal 
leader. 

“Teamwork and excellence really capture how Diana has 
accomplished so much as commandant. During her time here, 
Diana ensured that cadets were developed in a way to achieve 
excellence,” Jebb said, noting that Holland was instrumental in 
fully integrating the boxing curriculum, equalizing standards for 
men and women throughout the Academy. “As a result, all cadets 
now participate in boxing which develops the warrior spirit, self-
confidence and the perseverance necessary for all future leaders.”

Jebb also thanked Holland for including all pillars of the 
Academy in order to provide the best experience for the cadets.

“She created conditions that enabled us to thoughtfully 

consider and decide how to ensure the academic, military, 
physical and character programs complemented each other in 
support of the Academy’s mission, she’s a phenomenal leader: 
thoughtful, compassionate and mission-driven,” Jebb added.

Following Jebb’s remarks, Holland thanked every person and 
department who enabled her to do her job.

“It is a really amazing team that makes this place go round,” 
she said. “Until I served here at this level, I really didn’t 
appreciate the complexity and the intricacy of the military 
academy; how everything is tied to something else, how little 
any of us can change or modify without impacting someone else, 
the balancing act required here is really an art.”

Regardless of the intricacies, she said, the big picture is 
never overlooked.

“Making a difference in the development of our cadets is what 
we’re here for and it’s that that brings the most gratification,” 
Holland added. “A cadet’s journey crosses all of our realms 
and it was a joy to follow all of the cadets across all the pillars, 
regardless of who oversees those pillars.”

In addition, she says the experience of working with a broad 
and diverse organization will impact the remainder of her career. 

“It’s an incredible team with an important and consequential 
mission I will always consider it to have been the greatest 
privilege of my career to be on your team,” she said. 

Holland added that the cadets have impressed her in their 
compassion in the face of adversity, as well as in their energy 
and hardworking attitudes. She also looks forward to seeing the 

4,400 young people grow to become officers and leaders in the 
U.S. Army.

Upon her departure from West Point, Holland will assume 
command of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, South Atlantic 
Division in Atlanta where she will oversee Army engineering 
projects in eight Southeastern states, the Caribbean, and Central 
and South America.

Holland’s successor and USMA 1990 classmate, Brig. Gen. 
Steve Gilland, will assume command June 23.

Brig. Gen. Diana M. Holland (right) speaks to the audience after she relinquished command Monday as the 76th Commandant of the Corps of Cadets.
                           Photos by John Pellino/DPtMs

A cake wishing Brig. Gen. Diana M. Holland the best 
of luck on her new venture to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, South Atlantic Division in Atlanta was 
on display Monday.
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USMA hosted STEM students during four-day workshop
The U.S. Military Academy hosted Middle 
School STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) students 
from May 30-June 2 at West Point. 
Throughout the week, 117 students currently 
in sixth and seventh grades from across 
the United States participated in hands-on 
STEM workshops. The students learned 
about land navigation from Geography 
and Environmental Engineering, built 
robotic bugs with Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science (below), learned 
the sound engineering behind USMA 
Band performances, explored the field 
of Kinesiology with the Department of 
Physical Education, and discovered the 
principles of physics from Physics and 
Nuclear Engineering. (Middle) Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering helped students 
build and test gear trains with Legos 
to lift payloads and the medical staff 
from Keller Army Community Hospital 
taught the students field medic skills 
(left). The students also learned about 
leadership from their cadet mentors 
and the faculty members running the 
workshops.                              Courtesy Photos
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities
IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES

Crew: The Army Crew team competed in the American Collegiate Rowing Association 
(ACRA) Championship May 27-28 on Lake Lanier, Georgia, at the site of the 1996 Olympic 
Rowing Center. This marks the first year that Army sent both a men’s and women’s varsity eight 
to the event. 

Both crews performed extremely well. The varsity women’s eight finished fourth in their 
semifinal and then second in the repechages to earn a spot in the Petite (B) Finals. The women 
proceeded to win the Petite Finals by open water over Georgia finishing ninth in the country. 

This race marked the first time some of the novices competed as part of a women’s varsity 

boat. This women’s crew made remarkable strides during their week of train-up, which shows 
the depth of talent on the team. 

The varsity men’s eight made the Grand Finals and ultimately finished eighth in the country. 
Army was the only crew to proceed to the Grand Finals after finishing outside of the top 8 in the 
time trials and having to earn a spot in the semifinals through the repechages. 

The ability to overcome adversity and commitment as a team to perform at a high level is one 
of many skills each rower hones while part of the Army Crew team. 

A number of athletes and coaches were honored during the regatta. Maj. Don Sedivy (D/EECS) 
was named ACRA Northeast Region Coach of the Year. A total of nine cadets were honored as 
ACRA Northeast Region All-Americans or ACRA Academic All-Americans. To be eligible for 
ACRA Academic All-American honors, a student must have four semesters of high college grades. 
Based on when the names were due to the ACRA, only Cows and Firsties were eligible. 

ACRA Northeast Region All-Americans were Class of 2018 Cadets Maria Blom, Charlie Toch 
and Chris Wagner and Class of 2019 Cadet Hannah Makuch. 

ARCA First Team Academic All-Americans (Cumulative GPA 3.85+) include Class of 2018 
Cadets Blom, Ethan Grogan, Jacob O’Neill and Aaron Schlenker. ARCA Second Team Academic 
All-Americans (Cumulative GPA 3.5-3.84) were Class of 2017 Cadet Nathan Townsend and Class 
of 2018 Cadet Nicholas Roth. The ACRA Championship Regatta was a fitting ending to the 2017 
season and will serve as a springboard for the 2018 season.  

 
. 
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Women Ranger Graduates speak at West Point
Story by the Public Affairs Office

August 2015 marked the first time that women finished 
Ranger School, the Army’s toughest course and the premier small 
unit tactics and leadership school. Capt. Kristen Griest and 1st 
Lt. Shaye Haver led the way, followed in October 2015 by Maj. 
Lisa Jaster, an Army reservist. All are West Point graduates.

Following this milestone, another barrier was shattered when 
10 women graduated from the first integrated Infantry Basic 
Officers Leader Course, two of whom went on to graduate from 
the U.S. Army Ranger School and earn the coveted Ranger tab. 

The numbers continue to rise as eight female second 
lieutenants of the 254 graduates of the U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2017 who branched Infantry will have an opportunity 
to attend Ranger School after IBOLC.  

On May 19, Capt. Natalie Mallue, the first woman to hold 
both a Ranger and Sapper tab, was among three female Ranger 
School graduates who visited West Point to talk about Ranger 
School’s 61-day curriculum, their workout regimens and some 
of the challenges they’ve overcome.  

“I focused on a lot of high volume, working out twice a day 
to get my body used to recovering quickly,” Mallue said.  “I did a 
lot of weightlifting, deadlifts and squats, a lot of injury prevention 
type work, and a lot of mobility work.”

2nd Lt. Catherine Sedy, the first West Point female graduate to 
graduate from IBOLC and then Ranger School, advised practicing 
technical exercises.

“Practice for the perfect pullups and pushups and be held 
accountable for them being perfect,” she suggested.

Sedy, who was a member of the triathlon team at West Point, 
said instead of following a pre-designed workout plan, she 
tailored her training program to her own strengths, not doing any 
extra running training, but making sure she completed plenty of 
squats and bodybuilding workouts.

“Anytime we weren’t in the field, I was going to the gym 
every single night,” she said about her time during IBOLC.

Mallue also said she didn’t include any additional running, 
and added in ruck training about a month out from Ranger 
School.  But just as important as physical training, she said, was 
the mental training.

“Don’t expect anything. A lot of the time, people focus solely 
on the physical preparation of Ranger School, but I think that 
doing some reading on people’s experiences in Ranger School 
is important too,” she said. “Mentally, the time you spend in 
Ranger School, that time is not yours.  You have 24 hours a day 
and Ranger School uses them all, for the most part.”

In addition to working on mental and physical strengths, they 
say it’s also important to turn your weaknesses into strengths.

“Don’t make excuses for yourself… that’s what gets you into 
trouble real quick,” Sedy suggested. “Any weakness you think 
you have—rucking, carrying weight, working with others—those 

are the things you have to target and you have to focus in on.”
In addition to working on your weaknesses, it’s important 

to build up your strengths, ROTC Ranger Grad, 2nd Lt. Emelie 
Vanesse suggested.

“Find your niche and be good at it,” she said. “Be a smart 
leader, know the OPORD process, and help people every day 
with it. You do that and you do it well, your peers will see it, 
your Ranger instructors will see that, and everything just gets 
easier from there.”

Maybe these women’s work ethic and no-excuses mentality 
is part of the reason why integration issues were minimal.

“The ‘suck’ is so real, that everyone is just focused on 

themselves,” Sedy said, suggesting that the difficulty of Ranger 
School caused any gender issues to fall by the wayside.

“You’re in such a (difficult) situation that everyone bonds so 
well,” Vanasse said. “Everyone contributes, you’re putting in, and 
you’re helping your peers … You’re contributing to the team.”

“It’s really not that different, I felt like everyone was adult 
enough,” Mallue said, discussing Ranger School.

While Ranger School may be completed for these three 
women, they agree that the true tests are still ahead.

“I think the hardest part is yet to come, for sure, just because 
Ranger School is such a weird animal, because the situation is 
so terrible and everyone bonds, no matter what, and in IBOLC, 
everyone is our peers, so they’re used to integration, they’ve 
never not had us with them,” Vanasse said. “So now we’re going 
to line units that don’t have and never had us … and I think that 
will be our biggest challenge—integrating line units.”

U.S. Military Academy Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Robert L. 
Caslen, Jr. thanked the Ranger School grads for sharing their 
experiences at West Point.

“We’re proud of these recent Ranger School graduates and 
in particular, how their West Point experiences helped prepare 
them for the rigors of this program,” he said.  “I appreciate them 
coming back to share their experiences and advice with our 
cadets and I hope they have inspired some of them to pursue the 
challenges of Ranger School in the future.”

U.S. Military Academy 1929 graduate, Lt. Gen. James M. Gavin, is honored at his gravesite at the West 
Point Cemetery Tuesday. Two of his daughters, Leenay Lewis, who calls herself the fourth daughter (in 
black jacket) and Barbara Fauntleroy, the eldest daughter, with Chaplin Lt. Col. Harold Cline, far left, 
during a wreath laying. Gavin was known as the jumping general because he would parachute into battle 
and always led his men from the front. He jumped into D-Day, Operation Market Garden and the Battle 
of the Bulge. The Gavin family and 82nd Airborne Division alumni gather each year to lay a wreath at 
his gravesite at West Point.                                Photo by Kathy eastwooD/PV 

Honoring Gavin
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Strong Endings, next 
step: Kindergarten

(Above) Twenty-four rising kindergarten students graduated the Strong Beginnings Pre-
school June 2. The pre-school prepares children for kindergarten by teaching math, social 
studies, beginning reading and writing skills and good manners. (Right) Mateo Ortiz-Smith 
walks down the isle of his preschool graduation.               Photos by Kathy eastwooD/PV
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Col. Liam Collins, the director of the Modern War Institute at West Point, will compete in season two of NBC’s Spartan: Ultimate Team Challenge. His Army 
team, the “Commanding Officers,” will appear on the season premiere at 10 p.m. Monday. The show follows American Ninja Warrior. Joining him on the 
five-person team are fellow graduates Capt. Bryce Livingston (USMA Class of 2011), currently stationed at Fort Drum, and former officer Ashley (Morgan) 
Keller (USMA Class of 2010). Rounding out the team are Capt. Samantha Wood, a physical therapist in the Army Reserves, and Capt. Robert Killian, a world 
champion obstacle course racer and Special Forces officer in the National Guard, who serves as the team captain. All four are endurance athletes who 
Collins has coached while cadets at the Academy or as part of the All-Army Marathon or Armed Forces Orienteering teams. As coach of the Armed Forces 
Orienteering team, Collins competed with Livingston, Killian and Wood at the World Military Orienteering Championships in Austria in 2014, so they are no 
strangers to competing at the elite level, but this is the first time they have competed together in a team obstacle course race. 
                             Courtesy Photo 

Army Team to appear on NBC’s Spartan Ultimate Team Challenge

Ten civil engineering majors who designed and built a 38-foot long wooden 
pedestrian bridge on Bannerman Island as their capstone design project, along 
with several family members, attended the official ribbon-cutting ceremony 
May 25. Neil Caplan, the executive director of the Bannerman Castle Trust, Inc., 
coordinated the event. In addition to the cadets and their families, members of 
the Bannerman Castle Trust, community leaders from Beacon, Cornwall and 
Fishkill, and leaders from the New York State Park, were also present for the 
ceremony. The design/build team worked closely with the Bannerman Castle 
Trust throughout the past year to make the bridge a reality. The cadets, now 
second lieutenants in the U.S. Army, on the team (pictured from left to right 
below) were Megan Rogers, Kelsey Pittman, Jacob Minyard, Mikaila Wiitanen, 
Anne Reidinger, Zach Cohen, Andrew Walther, Tyler Anderson, Robin Brown 
and Aedan Gould. The project advisors were Col. Brad Wambeke and Dr. Led 
Klosky, both from the Department of Civil and Mechanical Engineering.  
                                 Courtesy Photo

Bannerman Bridge ribbon cutting
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Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma
facebook.com/westpointusma

maliaaaaa47: Still feeling the joy I felt at this moment. 
#USMA2017 #MomiMadeIt

#USMA Social Scene

ttouch0508: Not missing this uniform, I just liked the picture

Ready West Point: Summer Safety Message/Pet Preparedness Month 
By Susan Foley
DPTMS Plans and Operations

With winter in the rear-view mirror, families 
across the United States, and even us at West 
Point, are leaving home for summer vacations. 
While tropical beaches and other family-
friendly destinations can be relaxing, dangers 
persist. So, please take a few minutes to prepare 
your family for any emergency this summer.

Travel Safe: There are precautions you 
can take to make sure the entire family arrives 
at your destination safely and in good spirits—
everything from making sure you are using 
the correct safety seat for each child to taking 
steps to get through airport security smoothly 

to bringing supplies for keeping children 
entertained on long trips. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) offers tips for a 
number of travel situations at https://www.aap.
org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/
news-features-and-safety-tips/Pages/Travel-
Safety-Tips.aspx.

Stay Safe In The Sunshine: The 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
encourages individuals of all ages to be cautious 
when exposed to sunlight. AAP recommends 
wearing clothing made of tightly woven fabrics, 
using broad-spectrum sunscreen, avoiding the 
sun during peak hours (10 a.m.-4 p.m.), and 
wearing a wide-brimmed hat and sunglasses. 
For more details, visit https://www.aap.

org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/
news-features-and-safety-tips/Pages/Spring-
Break-Safety-Tips.aspx.

Summer Storm Season: As summer 
begins, it’s important to know how to be prepared 
for severe weather and possible disasters. 
Besides always heeding safety measures, the 
most important thing is to maintain awareness 
and to take appropriate action. Do you know if 
the weather will be severe today? The National 
Weather Service provides a website that you 
can use to find out about weather conditions 
throughout the United States. For more details, 
visit http://www.weather.gov/okx/

Take care of your Pets: June marks 

National Pet Preparedness Month and is a 
perfect opportunity to learn how to plan for 
your pet’s safety during an emergency event.  If 
you need to evacuate your home for any reason, 
do not forget to plan for your furry, scaly or 
feathered friends. The Ready Campaign offers 
guidance and tips with regard to:

• Making a pet emergency plan;
• Preparing shelter for your pet;
• Protecting your pet during a disaster and 

caring for them afterward;
• Preparing your pet(s) for emergency 

situations at www.ready.gov/animals.
Ask yourself this question: Are my family, 

pet(s) and/or I—Ready for a Safe Summer?
Remember: Make a Kit, Have a Plan, Be 

Informed.
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Protestant Women of the Chapel

The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 
meets every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at the West Point Post 
Chapel. Childcare is available.  

The evening class meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Chapel. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and check out 
PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC.

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 

Road closures due to training (updated)
Due to military training, the following locations will be 

closed during the months of June and July.  
• Mine Torne Road—June 20-25, July 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 12-18 

from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Stilwell Lake—June 20-25, July 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 12-18 

from 7 a.m.-7 p.m..
For details on the closures, contact Alec M. Lazore, range 

officer, at alec.lazore@usma.edu or 845-938-3007/3930. 

Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. 

Transportation is provided as needed. 
For any questions, visit the church website at www.

gracebaptistny.org. 

2017 Farmers Market
The West Point-Town of Highlands 2017 Farmers Market 

opens from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. June 18 in Highland Falls.
The market includes many items for purchase, food 

concessions and a musical guest (see below for what is available).

Community

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

R-DAY Rehearsal 
volunteers needed

If you would like to be one of 300 people to play 
a role in the R-Day rehearsal, or “Be a Cadet for 
a Day,” June 30, visit http://www.usma.edu/uscc/
Sitepages/Rehearsal.aspx and sign up no later 
than June 26. 
                     Photo by staff sgt. Vito t. bryant/usMa Pao

May 27, 2017 marked the 215th year the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point celebrated producing leaders for the 
United Sates Army and beyond. Each year, thousands of man 
hours go into preparing the campus and facilities to receive over 
5,000 visitors during the week of graduation. From banquets 
and parades to receptions, and finally the commencement 

ceremony, the DPW team along with the 
West Point community worked day and 
night and were a crucial part of the success 
the Academy counted on for this great event. 

Planning, execution, sustainment and 
reduction of consumption drove those who 

have been trained for the most visible week of the year and 
this team effort produced a campus that was safe, beautiful and 
operational. Thank you to our general support team, electric 
team and grounds crews for their tireless work in support of 
graduation. Thank you also to the West Point community for 
their support and patience during preparation. 

THE DPW DISPATCH
WORK IN PROGRESS
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 

children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 
Weekly sessions begin Monday. 

To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime beginning Wednesday. 

For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.

Artopia Art Camps 2017
Summer Art Camps will be held at the West Point Arts & 

Crafts Center in June and July from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesdays-
Fridays. The classes teach children to explore, inspire and create. 

Registration is now open. An art show will be held every 
Friday. Parents provide lunch, drink and snack. 

There is a minimal payment per child/per week. Payment is 
required in full at time of registration. Registration must be done 
in person. For more details, call 938-4812.

CYS Sports Summer Intramurals
Registration is ongoing for the 2017 CYS Sports Summer 

Intramurals season. 
Open to CYS Services children in grades 5th and up.
All games are free and will be played weekdays from 5-6 

p.m. For more details, call 938-8896.

Kids Golf Clinics
Kids Golf Clinics will be held June 16, June 30, July 7 and 

July 28. Children can attend one or all four clinics. 
Children will learn golf skills for the beginner to advanced 

player in a fun setting for ages 7 to 14 year olds. There is a 
minimal fee per child/per clinic. For more details, call 938-2435.

Little Golfers
Children will learn beginning golf skills through play and 

exercise at the West Point Golf Course. Sessions will be held 
June 24, July 8, 22 and 29. The clinic is for children ages 4-6. 
There is a minimal cost per each session. 

For details, call 938-2435 or visit golfatwestpoint.com.

Junior Golf Camp
A new summer Golf Camp for children ages 7-14 is offered 

at the West Point Golf Course. Session one is July 12, 13 and 14. 
Session two is Aug. 16, 17 and 18. 

There is a minimal fee for the camp. 
For details and to register, call 938-2435.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

ages 5 and up. 
Lesson packages are available. For more details, call 845-

938-3926.

Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm offers three- and fi ve-day camps for ages 5 and 

up. Camps are offered for all levels during each week. 
The Morgan Farm instructors will place children in 

appropriate groups based on age, experience and ability. 
The camps run in fi ve-week sessions teaching English and 

Western riding. 
Week one is sold out. Week two runs July 5-7 (three-day 

camp only). Week three runs July 10-14. Week four runs July 
17-21. Week fi ve is sold out and week six runs July 31-Aug. 4. 

Registration forms are available at Morgan Farm or online 
at westpoint.armymwr.com. For more details, call 938-3926.

FOR THE ADULTS
Ladies Summer Clinic

Come out to the West Point Golf Course driving range for 
a special Ladies Clinic from 10-11 a.m. today, June 15 and 22. 

There is a minimal fee to include all sessions. To register for 
the clinic, call 938-2435.

Korean Traditional Martial Art Soo Bahk Classes
The MWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try the 

traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical 
martial art, which develops every aspect of the self. 

If you’ve ever thought of learning how to defend yourself 
more effectively, now is the time. In each 50-minute class, master-
level experts in the traditional Korean martial art of Soo Bahk 
Do will teach you highly effective self-defense techniques and 
guide you in stretching, breathing, relaxation, balance, endurance 
and more. Adults only. Register via webtrac at http://tiny.cc/
SooBahkDo.

June classes meet at 7:10 p.m. Tuesdays and 6:10 p.m. 
Thursdays (no class June 29). For more details, call 938-6490.

Road Ride Wednesdays
Road Ride Wednesday classes will be held at 5:40 a.m. at 

the MWR Fitness Center. Road Ride is an indoor Spin-bike class 
focused on channeling the sport of Road Cycling. 

A warmup and cool down complete the workout. SPD clipless 
shoes are welcome. Bike fi t and set-up are starting at 5:30 a.m. 

For details, call 938-6490.

Strong B.A.N.D.S.
Strong B.A.N.D.S. was created to energize and inspire 

communities Armywide about healthy lifestyles that support 
resiliency. Strong B.A.N.D.S. signifies the importance of 
Balance, Activity, Nutrition, Determination and Strength. 

May is National Physical Fitness and Sports Month. Show 
your support by attending the Strong B.A.N.D.S. events and 

Father’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club June 18 for its traditional Father’s 

Day Brunch from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Pierce Room. 
There is a minimal fee for this event. To make reservations, 

call 938-5120.  

SUP Yoga is back
Experience the serene, yet invigorating joy of yoga on a 

paddleboard. Suitable for any level skill level. 
June classes take place from 5:30-7 p.m. (Fridays) June 16 

and 30 and 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (Saturdays) Saturday, June 17 and 
24 at Round Pond Recreation Area. For details, call 938-0123.

MWR Summer Movies Series
The MWR Summer Movies Series kicks off with the Lego 

Batman Movie at 8:45 p.m. June 17 at H-Lot. 
It is open to the general public. For details, call 938-0123.

commit to living a healthier lifestyle. 
These Strong B.A.N.D.S. MWR events can be found at 

westpoint.armymwr.com.

Leisure Travel Services events
• Friday—Gunks Wine Tour. Leave West Point at 10:30 a.m., 

leave the Gunks at 6 p.m. Visit several of the “Gunks” wineries 
as LTS makes its way through the Hudson Valley;

• Tuesday—Museum Mile Festival. Leave West Point at 4 
p.m., leave NYC at 10 p.m. The annual Museum Mile Festival 
offers free admission to some of the world’s fi nest art collections 
during extended evening hours. The 23-block stretch of Fifth 
Ave. is home to seven participating institutions: El Museo del 
Barrio, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the Cooper Hewitt, the Jewish Museum, Neue 
Galerie and the Museum of the City of New York;

• Wednesday—New York Philharmonic in Central Park. 
Leave West Point at 4:30 p.m., leave NYC at 10 p.m. A New 
York Tradition. Bring your blanket and Picnic blanket and enjoy 
music under the stars with a fi reworks display illuminating the 
city skyline to complete the performance;

• June 18—Coney Island Mermaid Parade. Leave West 
Point at 10:30 a.m., leave Coney Island at 5:30 p.m. This LTS 
favorite should not be missed. A completely original creation of 
Coney Island USA, the Mermaid Parade is the nation’s largest 
art parade and one of New York City’s greatest summer events  
(not recommended for children);

• June 23—Dinner in Little Italy/Chinatown. Leave West 
Point at 4:30 p.m., leave NYC at 10:30 p.m. Spend a relaxing 
evening in New York’s most colorful neighborhoods. Fine dining 
with authentic Italian or Chinese cuisine;

• June 28—Bronx Zoo Botanical Gardens. Leave West Point 
at 9 a.m., leave the Bronx at 3:30 p.m. Visit one of these two 
acclaimed destinations. Free grounds admission. 

There is a minimal fee for transportation with LTS. 
For more details and pricing, call 938-3601.

Free Paddle Boat Rental
In honor of the 242nd Army birthday, Round Pond is offering 

a half hour free paddle boat rental when you show your military 
or DOD ID to the Round Pond staff. 

The free paddle boat rentals will be held from 9 a.m-4 p.m. 
Wednesday. For more details, call 938-2503.

Round Pond’s New Summer Hours
Round Pond has new summer hours—9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday 

-Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
The Round Pond Recreation Area offers 28 RV camping 

spaces, 20 tent sites, four pop-up sites, eight mini log cabins, two 
ADA mini log cabins, one rental cottage and fi ve party pavilions. 

There are trout stocked in the mountain lake, one ADA fi shing 
pier, a swimming beach and hiking trails are all within walking 
distance from your site. The main offi ce offers services to include: 
equipment rental center, fi rewood, bait, ice, ice cream, kayaks, 
canoes, paddle boards, mountain bikes, West Point fi shing and 
hunting permits and much more. 

The offi ce also serves as the fi shing boat control point.
Additional services include: Propane gas refi lls, a playground, 

volleyball courts and a basketball court.
For details, visit https://westpoint.armymwr.com/

programs/round-pond-recreation-area or call 938-2503.

Horseback Riding Lessons
The Morgan Farm Horseback Riding Lesson Program is now 

open. Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, 
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Friday—“King Arthur: Legend of the Sword,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Guardians of the Galaxy, Vol. 2,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
June 16—“Cars 3,” G, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Keller offers Childbirth Education 
classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the month of June. 

There will be no classes offered in July.
Topics include, but are not limited to, 

what to expect during labor, newborn care and 
breastfeeding. 

The June sessions are scheduled for 6-9:30 
p.m. Wednesday and June 21.

For details, contact Keller’s Obstetrics Unit 
at 845-938-3210. 

Physical therapy sick call to be held 
at Arvin

The physical therapy sick call for the West 
Point community will be held at Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center at 8 a.m from 

June 19-Aug. 11. 
PT sick call will not be held at Keller/

Allgood during this time period.
The PT sick call is for acute injuries only.
The intent of the program is for members 

of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 
as possible and without the need for a referral.

For details, call 845-938-3324.

Optometry sick call to be held at 
Allgood Clinic in June

Optometry Sick Call will be held at the 
Brian D. Allgood Clinic during the month of 
June. 

Building 606 will not conduct optometry 
sick call during the month of June and will 
resume sick call beginning July 5. 

• Yard of the Month: The West Point 
Family Homes will be choosing one home 
every month from May to September with 
yards that are kempt and stand out from the 
rest. You can nominate your own yard, your 
neighbor’s, a friend’s or any home on post that 
you feel deserves to be considered. 

Email nominations to jgellman@bbcgrp.
com  by the 25th of each month. 

Winners will receive $25 and the coveted 
“Yard of the Month” sign to display on their 
lawn.

• Melody in Motion with Desrae: 
Come sing, dance and play to celebrate the 
end of the school year, from 2-3:30 p.m. 
Friday at B126 Washington Road. 

We’ll kick off the summer fun with an 
imaginary trip to the zoo to hula with a hippo, 
swing with the monkeys and stomp with the 
elephants. Then our imagination will take us 
swimming in the ocean and camping in the 

woods. To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.
com. Refreshments will be served. 

• Kickball in the Park: Calling all 
Middle School students to come play kickball 
in the park. Join WPFH Lifeworks and Club 
Beyond for a Kickball Tournament at Dragon 
Park in Stony II Tuesday. 

Kickball will take place from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. with lunch provided. The event is 
free and open to all current West Point 
residents, but you need to register via email 
to jgellman@bbcgrp.com by today.

• Father’s Day Craft: Join us at B126 
to make a Father’s day craft from 2-3:30 
p.m. June 15.

Your child will decorate a pet rock to be 
used as paper weights for dad desk. Children, 
please fi nd your own pet rock, wash, dry 
and bring to this event. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Monday.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-June 15

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of June 8-15
Channels 8/23

West Point Band kicks off concert series June 17
By the West Point Band

The West Point Band will kick off its 
“Music Under the Stars” concert series with 
a performance in honor of the 242nd Army 
Birthday at 7:30 p.m. June 17 at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater at West Point. 

In the event of inclement weather, the 
performance will move indoors to Eisenhower 
Hall Theatre. 

This concert is free and open to all.  
The band’s commander, Lt. Col. Tod 

Addison, and deputy commander Capt. Richard 
Winkels will take to the podium and lead 
the band in an exciting program entitled 
“March Along, Sing Our Song,” which will 
commemorate the Army’s 242 years of selfl ess 
service to the nation. 

In keeping with tradition, the concert will 
feature a streamer ceremony commemorating 
the campaigns fought by Soldiers throughout 
our nation’s history, as well as a cake-cutting. 

The band will also welcome back West Point 
Band alumni for this special performance. 

Bring your family and friends, and join the 
West Point Band in honoring the Army’s history 
with a relaxing evening concert under the stars.

Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization and 
continues to provide world-class music to 

educate, train and inspire the Corps of Cadets 
and to serve as ambassadors of the U.S. Military 
Academy and the Army to local, national and 
international communities.

For concert information, cancellations 

and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com.   

West Point Band news can also be found by 
following it on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube 
and Twitter.

The West Point Band will kick off its “Music Under the Stars” concert series with a performance in honor of the 242nd 
Army Birthday at 7:30 p.m. June 17 at the Trophy Point Amphitheater at West Point.                Courtesy Photo
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Army finishes year in CRC Plate quarterfinals

sPorts

Junior wing Jake Lachina notched a multi-try effort when he scored both Army tries in its loss to Wisconsin, 19-14, in the Penn Mutual Collegiate Rugby 7s 
Championship Plate quarterfinals Sunday in Chester, Pa. The Black Knights also received a multi-try game from junior scrum half Harrison Farrell during a 17-
14 victory over Navy June 3.                                       Photo by arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Rugby team 
closed out the 2016-17 season in the Penn 
Mutual Collegiate Rugby 7s Championship 
Plate quarterfinals, dropping a 19-14 decision 
to Wisconsin Sunday in Chester, Pennsylvania.

The Black Knights posted a 2-2 mark on 
the weekend, including a thrilling 17-14 victory 

over service-academy rival Navy June 3. Army 
also lost 33-7 to Lindenwood and defeated St. 
Joseph’s 24-10 in the other weekend games.

  
Army highlights and game notes
• The Black Knights faced Wisconsin for the 

first time in 7s as a varsity program.
• Jake Lachina notched Army’s second 

multi-try effort of the weekend after Harrison 
Farrell accomplished the feat in the final match 

of pool play against Navy.
• Lachina and Farrell tied for the most tries 

on the weekend with three apiece.
• Farrell led the Black Knights in scoring 

with 27 points on three tries and six conversions.
 
Scoring timeline vs. Wisconsin
• 2nd minute: Try—Wisconsin (Wisconsin 

leads, 5-0);
•  4th minute:  Try—Jake Lachina; 

Conversion—Harrison Farrell (Army leads, 
7-5);

•  7th minute:  Try—Jake Lachina; 
Conversion—Harrison Farrell (Army leads, 
14-5);

• 9th minute: Try—Wisconsin; Conversion 
—Wisconsin (Army leads, 14-12);

•  10 th  minu te :  Try—Wiscons in ; 
Conversion—Wisconsin (Wisconsin leads, 
19-14).



17  June 8, 2017Pointer View  

D-Day veterans describe ‘total chaos’ 
of beach landings 73 years later

Beyond west Point

By Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

WASHINGTON (Army News Service) -- When the ramp to 
his World War II landing craft slammed down onto Utah Beach, 
then-Cpl. Herman Zeitchik jumped out and dashed across the 
sand as deadly rounds were shot out from fortified bunkers.

With the amphibious assault underway in the early morning 
of June 6, 1944, Zeitchik and other 4th Infantry Division Soldiers 
—who were part of the first wave to land—desperately tried to 
find safe passage through the German-occupied beach.

“When the front of these landing crafts went down, we just 
took off,” Zeitchik, now 93 years old, said. “We couldn’t see 
where to fire. We just had to get off the beach and try to find 
the rest of the unit.”

Along a 50-mile stretch of coastline in northern France, more 
than 160,000 Allied troops stormed Utah Beach and four other 
beaches that day to gain a foothold in continental Europe. By 
the end of the D-Day invasion, over 9,000 of those Allied troops 
were either dead or wounded—the majority of them Americans.

While several in his unit were casualties, Zeitchik and others 
survived to push on into enemy territory and liberate Paris.

“There were so many of us coming ashore. I was just lucky,” 
he said Tuesday, before attending a remembrance ceremony at 
the World War II Memorial here that commemorated the 73rd 
anniversary of D-Day.

Known as the largest-ever seaborne invasion, more than 
5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft were used in the massive 
operation, which would turn the tide against Nazi Germany 

forces entrenched across Europe.
“I don’t know that we could have ever done a better job of 

recreating what happened on this historic day back in 1944,” Lt. 
Gen. Gary Cheek, director of the Army Staff, said.

Speaking at the ceremony, Cheek said the heroics witnessed 
on D-Day helped pave the way to an Allied victory in Europe 
while also giving Americans freedom for years to come.

“They stormed these beaches so we might stand here free 
and prosperous,” he said. “They were steadfast and loyal to the 
mission at hand and met their rendezvous with destiny head-on 
and they were successful.”

Total Chaos
Then-Pvt. Arnald Gabriel recalled wading through the cold 

ocean water after his landing craft failed to make it all the way 
to Omaha Beach. “The water, believe it or not, in June was 
awfully cold and that with the combination of fear, it was quite 
an experience,” he said.

A machine gunner with the 29th Infantry Division, Gabriel 
described a how the chaotic scene unfolded.

“With the Air Force overheard, the Navy shelling (enemy 
positions), the enemy firing at you and we're firing at them, it 
was just total chaos,” he said.

“Nobody landed where they were supposed to,” he added. 
“I landed way over to the left flank and ended up with the 1st 
(Infantry) Division. It took me a day to get back and find the 
29th Division. It was that kind of chaos.”

After storming Omaha Beach, helping liberate parts of 
France and earning two Bronze Stars with the Army, Gabriel 

later joined the Air Force as a band director. Before the war he 
was in his high school band and he always wanted to get back 
into music, he said.

Music provided him comfort and kept his mind from dwelling 
too long on the memories of D-Day and other combat missions.

“The way I overcame my post-traumatic stress was to keep 
so busy that I had no time to look back,” he said before the 
ceremony.

Shortly after the war, he said, it was a lieutenant that gave 
him the advice about keeping busy. It came at a time when he 
was struggling to deal with his thoughts of what happened that 
fateful day.

“It’s OK to look back, but just don't stare,” Gabriel, who 
retired as an Air Force colonel after serving 36 years, said. 
“What great advice that was. By keeping busy, you don't have 
time to look back."

Gabriel, who celebrated his 92nd birthday last week, stood 
at a podium Tuesday and led a band of high school musicians 
who played patriotic songs during the ceremony.

As a veteran, Gabriel still works 25 musical performances 
each year, and has vowed to return to the memorial to conduct 
a band again.

“I’m going to do the 75th and the 80th (D-Day anniversary) 
when I'm 100 years old,” he said, smiling. "I love it. It’s great 
therapy; it really is.”

Performing at these events in front of audiences isn't just 
about him, though. It's for those who never made it home, he said.

“I remember them every day of my life,” he said. “They’re 
at the podium with me. I’m up there because of them.”

“The American 
S o l d i e r ”  o n 
Bannerman’s 
Island June 17

Writer and Actor Douglas 
Taurel stars in this critically 
acclaimed Off Broadway play.  
The play is based on factual 
accounts and actual letters written 
by both American Soldiers and 
their family members spanning 
over 200 years—from the 
American Revolution through 
the present day conflict in the 
Middle East. Taurel’s tour de 
force performance honors and 
explores the internal struggles 
that veterans and their families 
face when returning home from 
combat. “The American Soldier” 
exposes the veterans flaws and 
scars, with both darkness and 
humor—while honoring their 
incredible commitment for our 
freedoms. The show is scheduled 
for 5 p.m. June 17 at Bannerman 
Island. The boat departs from 
Beacon at 3 and 4:15 p.m. for 
the 5 p.m. show. For tickets, call 
855-256-4007.
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New memorial honors Native American sacrifice on D-Day
Story and photo by Airman 1st Class Alexis Schultz

One of the few surviving American Indian World War II 
combat veterans, retired Master Sgt. Charles Norman Shay 
returned to the country he helped liberate to attend a memorial 
dedication in his honor, on June 5, 2017. 

“As one of the few surviving American Indian combat 
veterans who participated in the liberation of France, I speak 
here not only for myself but also on behalf of my comrades from 
Turtle Island,” Shay said, citing the Native American name for 
North America.

Shay, a Penobscot Indian from Maine, was only 19 years 
old when he struggled ashore Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944, as 
a platoon medic serving in Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 16th 
Infantry Regiment. The 16th Infantry Regiment was one of three 
combat regiments in the 1st Infantry Division that spearheaded 
the assault on D-Day. 

“On the evening of June 5, 1944, I was aboard the Henrico 
heading across the Channel, when I had a surprise visit from a 
Penobscot Indian warrior named Melvin Neptune,” Shay recalled. 
“He didn’t trouble me with his combat experience, nor did he 
offer me advice. Instead, we talked about home because he 
knew I had never been in combat… all hell was about to break 
loose on me.”

“Only two of us appear to have survived the war without 
being wounded,” Shay continued. “We were lucky. Call it what 
you want, fate, destiny, angels, spirits or God. All I know is that 
my mother prayed for me.”

He said his mother prayed fervently for his other three 
brothers serving in World War II as well—two in the U.S. Navy 
and one in the Army Air Corps as a B-17 gunner.

“There were mothers across Turtle Island praying for their 
brave sons,” Shay said. “My heart breaks for those women who 
were never able to welcome their sons home again.”

According to Dutch Anthropologist Dr. Harald E.L. Prins, 
175 Native Americans landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day—but 
only 55 have been identified. The memorial dedication to Shay 
and his Native American comrades is part of an ongoing effort 
to recognize the Native American contributions to WWII. 

“This is the reason why we decided together with the Mayor 
of Saint Laurent sur Mer and city council to honor the Native 
Americans who landed on Omaha Beach on D-Day,” Shay said.

The memorial unveiled in the June 5 ceremony is aptly named 
the “Turtle Monument” after the ancestral home of Shay and his 
fellow Native Americans. It is the first time that this site has been 
recognized as part of a D-Day commemoration. 

“Every Soldier who landed on this beach was a hero,” Shay 
declared, who also went on to serve in the Korean War. “There 
is now a plaque commemorating Indian Soldiers who left Turtle 
Island to help liberate our ancient French allies. We will not 
forget their sacrifices.”

Maj. Gen. Timothy McGuire, deputy commanding general for U.S. Army Europe, and Charles Shay, a Native American D-Day veteran who participated in the 
liberation of France, shake hands at the Charles Shay Memorial in Saint Laurent sur Mer, France, Monday. This ceremony commemorates the 73rd anniversary 
of D-Day, the largest multi-national amphibious landing and operational military airdrop in history, and highlights the U.S.' steadfast commitment to European 
allies and partners. Overall, approximately 400 U.S. service members from units in Europe and the U.S. are participating in ceremonial D-Day events from May 
31-Wednesday. 
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Eighth Army strengthens alliance, 
readiness with South Korean partners
By David Vergun
Army News Service

The Eighth Army is prepared for combat operations at any 
time, according to its commanding general, Lt. Gen. Thomas S. 
Vandal. Stationed in the Asia-Pacific region, the Eighth Army 
is especially ready to assist its partner, the Republic of Korea 
(ROK), in any combined endeavor. 

Vandal, who also serves as the chief of staff for ROK–US 
Combined Forces Command, offered these reassurances at the 
“Land Forces in the Pacific: Advancing Joint and Multi-National 
Integration” symposium, May 24, which was sponsored by the 
Association of the United States Army Institute of Land Warfare. 

Combined Commands
The ROK–US team is much more than just a combined 

training effort, Vandal continued. Both armies are integrating 
members at the headquarters level in order to increase cooperation 
and compatibility. 

In fact, the Eighth Army’s major subordinate command 
consists of the U.S. Army’s only major combined fighting force, 
the 2nd Infantry Division/ROK–US Combined Division, or 
RUCD, he said.

Vandal recalled that he was part of the planning effort for 
the combined force in his previous assignment, when he was the 
commander of the 2nd Infantry Division. 

The combined division was activated in 2015, and Vandal 
spoke of the positive impact it has had on joint operations. “Today, 
hand-picked, ROK officers, the best-of-the-best, are an integral 
part of the staff,” he said. “Now, we’re adding ROK staff non-
commissioned officers as well.”

The combined division has also built a close training 
relationship with the 8th ROK Infantry Division, since they two 
units would fight alongside each other should the “O plan”—
wartime operations plan—ever be executed.

The two armies are also pursuing other efforts to integrate 
their commands.

“Eighth Army is going to become a combined ground 
component command that will be established in 2018,” Vandal 
said, noting that he will then become the deputy ground 
component commander, working for a ROK four-star general. 

While these integration efforts involve the headquarters 
staff, there is also an integration effort underway involving the 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Elimination Task Force, he said.

Describing how the WMD task force will work, Vandal 
described that as rotational brigade combat teams flow into 
theater, they will be operationally controlled by either the RUCD 
or by the 17th ROK Infantry. Elements from those brigades would 
then form the task force, which will be integrated down to the 
battalion level and below, “providing the synergy of the best of 
both nations’ armies.”

The U.S. will provide both technology elements and 
maneuver forces to the task force, while the ROK will primarily 
contribute maneuver forces, “particularly light infantry that 
are so beneficial to conducting these mission sets for WMD 
elimination,” he said. 

Large-Scale Exercises
In addition to task force contributions, the U.S. Army also 

conducts frequent exercises to maintain readiness. “I would say 
our exercise (operations tempo) is the highest in the Army,” 
Vandal said, “and the reason I say that is because we must be 
ready to fight tonight.”

He noted two of the large exercises: Key Resolve, held each 
March, and Ulchi Freedom Guardian, or UFG, held each August. 

“They’re probably the largest exercises in the U.S. Army,” 
he said.

The UFG involves some 400,000 ROK government 
personnel all the way up to the cabinet level, plus 40,000 military 
participants, he said.

“It’s a whole-of-government approach to their national 
security and they are all in,” Vandal said.

Besides those two exercises, he added that there are numerous 
smaller ones.

In addition to the Eighth Army, higher commands such 
as the United Nations Command are working to expand U.N. 
participation in exercises. Gen. Vincent K. Brooks is the 
commander of United Nations Command, as well as of Combined 
Force Command and U.S. Forces Korea.

Of the 17 nations that contributed forces and material in 
the Korean War, “all participate and are committed to the UN 
Command,” Brooks remarked. “So we are looking at how to 
expand their participation in future exercises.”

For example, the Canadian forces provided a division during 
last year’s UFG exercise for the first time. If a conflict emerged, 
that Canadian division would be part of the I Corps, but under 
the operational control of the 3rd ROK Army. 

Vandal pointed to an increase in countries' participation in 
these exercises over the years, and he is optimistic that such 
involvement will increase in the future. 

Multi-domain Battle
In addition to exercises, the topic of multi-domain battle, 

or MDB, took up a large portion of the LANPAC symposium.
The MDB concept encourages units to engage the enemy in 

all domains—air, sea, land, cyber, space—in the context of a joint.
“We are doing a lot of that already,” Vandal said of MDB, 

providing three examples.
First, during this month’s Warrior Strike, a counter-WMD 

exercise, the U.S. Army flew a WMD Elimination Task Force 
onto a ROK amphibious carrier. From there, the unit did an air 
assault on a suspected WMD underground facility.

The exercise involved naval, ground and air components of 
the U.S. and ROK forces. “You can well imagine the complexity 
of doing something like that,” Vandal said, adding that the 
exercise was realistic and would be a top priority should a real 
situation unfold.

A second recent exercise involved integrated Apache 
helicopters from the 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade, along with the 
U.S. naval component from 7th Fleet, U.S. Special Forces, and 
a ROK air component. That too was complex, Vandal remarked.

Third, the ROK and U.S. Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine 
Corps came together to test combined joint logistics over-the-
shore, involving the use of rail, inland waterways and air terminal 
supply point capabilities. That exercise focused on sustaining 
the combined force and involved bringing in a floating dock and 
establishing an expeditionary port so that U.S. Army and Marine 
materiel could be transported to the proper unit. 

“The piece that needs to be worked harder is the cyber and 
the space integration to make all five domains integrated. That's 
the way ahead,” Vandal added.

Transformation through Consolidation
The integration efforts and exercises are part of a large-

scale transformation of the forces in the area. “Transformation 
of Eighth Army and arguably the transformation for the whole 
peninsula for U.S. Forces Korea is the most dramatic since 
1953,” Vandal said.

As U.S. and ROK units are combining, there is also a huge 
base consolidation occurring at U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys.

This consolidation effort isn’t exactly recent, he said. It 
has been going on for about 10 years and involves moving 
Soldiers, Army civilians, contractors and families from some 120 
installations mostly north of the Han River—which runs through 
the capital of Seoul—and moving them into Camp Humphreys 
farther south. 

Eighth Army and U.S. Forces Korea in Yongsan are part of 
that move, which costs $10.7 billion. Ninety-two percent of the 
moving costs are being paid by the ROK government, Vandal 
reported.

“We’ve essentially tripled the size of Camp Humphreys,” 
he said. By 2020, the transfers should be complete with about 
42,000 personnel on post.

Eighth Army is scheduled to be in place in Camp Humphreys 
by mid-July, with U.S. Forces Korea and RUCD on location by 
January 2018.

Vandal referred to Camp Humphreys as “the crown jewel of 
overseas assignments” for Soldiers and families, meaning that 
the base offers good quality of life and excellent family housing, 
along with facilities like a post exchange and commissary. He 
added that it’s “absolutely the best overseas installation I’ve seen 
and probably the largest.”

An added benefit of the move is increased forced protection, 
he said. With everyone in one place, it will be more efficient to 
evacuate family members should the need occur.

Lastly, Vandal said that the expansion of Camp Humphreys 
is “a commitment to the alliance”—a fiscal commitment by the 
South Koreans and a military commitment by the U.S. to provide 
stability and security not just for Korea, but for the entire region.

Nurturing the Alliance
For Soldiers of the Eighth Army, “the center of gravity in 

Korea is the alliance and each one of us has a responsibility, from 
private to general officer, to help nurture that alliance,”Vandal 
emphasized.

“We do it through combined training. We do it through 
relationship building. We do it through community interaction. 
So collectively, it helps us build a strong, healthy relationship,”he 
continued.

That relationship is encapsulated in the Korean phrase that 
the U.S. Soldiers have adopted: “Kapshi Kapshida,” he said, 
which means “Let’s Go Together.”

Lastly, Vandal spoke directly to his Soldiers: “You serve 
here with a sense of purpose. You see a threat,” he said. “You 
look at it every single day. You are focused on that threat and 
because of that sense of purpose, you are very much focused on 
being ready to fight tonight, from the youngest private to every 
general officer.”

Gen. Mark Milley, U.S. Army Chief of Staff, shakes 
hands with Soldiers from the 2nd Infantry Division 
(ROK–US Combined Division) Aug. 18, 2016, at the 
Rodriguez Live Fire Complex in Pocheon, South 
Korea.        Photo by tiMothy oberle
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Astronaut duo aims on taking Army to new heights in space
Story and photo by Sean Kimmons
Army News Service

HOUSTON—Like the out-of-this-world missions they train 
for, the career paths taken by the Army’s only two active-duty 
astronauts may also boggle the mind.

Lt. Col. Drew Morgan, a Ranger-tabbed doctor with several 
years of experience in Special Forces, now heads the Army Space 
and Missile Defense Command’s small but skilled astronaut 
force. And while he once fed his adventurous spirit by flying into 
stadiums as part of West Point’s Parachute team, he looks forward 
to the ultimate adrenaline rush—being blasted off into space. 

His comrade, Maj. Anne McClain, has also acquired a stacked 
resume in her 14 years of Army service. With over 2,000 flight 
hours on 20 different rotary and fixed-wing aircraft, along with 
piloting a Kiowa Warrior helicopter in combat, she's no stranger 
to air travel. 

On top of that, she was a Marshall scholar who earned two 
master's degrees while studying in England. During her time 
across the pond, she also fine-tuned her rugby play before later 
landing a spot on the U.S. women's national rugby squad. 

Both Morgan and McClain agreed that without the Army, 
those unique opportunities likely would not have happened. 

“I owe that back to the Army,” the 41-year-old Morgan said 
of his accomplishments during his past two decades in uniform. 
“Everything that made me a good candidate to become a good 
astronaut came from the Army.”

McClain also joined the Army first and foremost to serve the 
nation, not necessarily to travel in space. “It was the path I wanted 
to take even if I had not become an astronaut,” the 37-year-old 
said. “The Army is probably going to have to kick me out at some 
point because I'm not going anywhere.”

Space Soldiers
The talented duo is part of a team of nearly 50 astronauts, 

some of whom are retired Army officers, in NASA’s human 
spaceflight program. 

One of those seasoned officers, retired Col. Patrick Forrester, 
profoundly influenced McClain’s military career years before 
she was selected for the program in 2013, along with Morgan 
and six others.

At the time, McClain, a 19-year-old cadet from Spokane, 
Washington, listened to Forrester speak about his experience 
during a visit to West Point. He told the cadets that the Army was 
too important to simply be a stepping stone to something greater, 
and if they truly paid attention to their job and did the right thing 
for their Soldiers, they would be rewarded. 

“It’ll work out for you in the end if you do that,” she recalled 
of his speech. “That was best advice I could have gotten at that 
time and he was absolutely right.” 

Shortly before coming to Johnson Space Center as an 
astronaut candidate, she was surprised to see Forrester’s familiar 
name again in her reporting instructions. The person who had 
inspired her 15 years ago was now the supervisor of her class. 
“To me, that was just full circle,” she said. 

Almost 20 Soldiers have become astronauts since Maj. Robert 
Stewart paved the way in 1979, before he went on to do the first 
untethered mission in space using a jetpack in 1984. 

“They were people that I looked up to and followed their 
careers from afar as I was growing up as a young cadet and young 
officer in the Army,” Morgan said of Forrester, former Col. Jeff 
Williams and the others who came before him. 

As the years have passed, so have the missions, especially 
when the space shuttle program ended in 2011. Today, American 
astronauts are launched into space on Russian Soyuz rockets 
and typically stay in space for six months to help maintain and 
conduct science experiments on the International Space Station 
with other foreign partners.

Army astronauts have embraced the longer trips, as shown in 
their almost continuous presence in space over the past two years. 
“We’re very well suited for that,” Morgan said of the lengthy 

missions. “The Army has quite a good reputation in the astronaut 
corps, and I look forward to seeing more Army presence on the 
International Space Station.”

In Training
While they wait to be assigned to a space mission, Morgan 

and McClain constantly train so that they are prepared for when 
their time comes. 

Recently, inside a simulator dome with a 180-degree viewing 
angle, McClain practiced grabbing a cargo load with the space 
station’s robotic arm. 

While peering out of a mock cupola, a multi-windowed 
observatory attached to the space station, McClain operated 
the controls and brought in supplies from a SpaceX Dragon 
spacecraft that would normally deliver food, clothing and science 
experiments to the crew every six months or so. 

The day before, Morgan had used virtual training equipment 
to mimic maneuvering outside the space station with a jetpack. 
Although such a spacewalk is one of the most difficult and 
dangerous tasks to do in space, he said, he'd still jump at the 
chance to do one in real life. 

“It’s an exciting, tense and physically demanding period of 
time while you’re out there outside the space station for six or 
seven hours,” said Morgan, who was born to a military family 
in a city with whom he shares his namesake—Morgantown, 
West Virginia.

In preparing for a spacewalk, astronauts also train at the 
Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory, which is basically a huge pool that 
holds a replica of the space station. Using a specialized spacesuit 
that simulates microgravity, astronauts stay underwater for hours 
completing tasks, such as replacing the station’s heavy batteries.

Astronauts also train to fly a T-38 Talon jet trainer, learn about 
space systems and a whole new set of acronyms, and receive in-
depth lessons on the Russian language, which along with English 
are the official languages onboard the station. 

“One of the most challenging and cool things we do at NASA 
is that we don’t do the same thing any two days,” McClain said. 

With all sorts of moving pieces going on, astronauts must 
rely on an elevated level of teamwork. The ability to lead, but 
also to follow, are strong traits for an astronaut to have when 
working in close quarters for long periods of time on specialized, 
costly missions. 

Already well-trained, Soldiers come to NASA with a good 
exposure to these types of teams, according to Chris Looper, a 
NASA training integrator who helps instruct astronauts.

“Being able to bring that team together so it can be a high-
performing team, and not just a group of individuals who are all 
trying to perform at a high level, that makes a big difference,”he 
explained. 

A successful astronaut, he said, should have an easy-going 
attitude and be able to roll with the punches when things don’t 
go right. Another helpful characteristic is endless thirst to be 
proficient in their tasks through continuous training. 

“(So,) when you do something real in space, it will feel like 
a practice run," Looper said. 

Future Spaceflight
While the space station mission has been a top priority for the 

past 17 years, other added elements to NASA’s human spaceflight 
program may be in the near future. 

In February, NASA officials announced a study to look at 
launching two crew members around the moon in 2019, as part 
of the Orion spacecraft’s maiden flight with a NASA rocket. The 
ambitious goal for the spacecraft is to one day enable human 
exploration of asteroids and deep-space destinations, including 
Mars.

NASA’s Commercial Crew Program also has SpaceX and 
Boeing developing two launch vehicles to send astronauts into 
space, rather than sharing rides on Russian Soyuz rockets. 

“We’re on the cusp of some pretty amazing times in the 
space program,” McClain said, “and we’re going to see things 
that we’ve never seen before.”

The current space station mission, a joint effort of 15 nations, 
is projected to last until 2024. But for Morgan and McClain, it 
doesn't really matter what mission they end up serving. 

An optimistic McClain said that there are no bad assignments. 
“When I look at all of the different jobs I could do, I'd be 

thrilled to get any of them,” she said.
After all, she didn’t expect to end up in her current role when 

she first learned she had been selected while working as a test 
pilot at the Redstone Test Center in Alabama. 

It was bittersweet for her to leave the Army ranks and not 
be able to wear her military uniform every day, she said. But 
whatever she does as an astronaut, she still brings a little “hooah” 
with her.

“The space program has always been so inspirational to me 
and I love contributing to it,” she said. “But what really makes 
it special for me is to be able to do it as a Soldier.

“There are many paths to being a Soldier, and this is (just) 
one of them,” she concluded.

Maj. Anne McClain, 
one of two active-
d u t y  A r m y 
astronauts, stands 
inside a mock cupola, 
a multi-windowed 
o b s e r v a t o r y 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e 
International Space 
Station, before she 
simulates bringing 
in a cargo load with 
the station's robotic 
arm during training 
at Johnson Space 
Center in Houston 
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 1 7 . 
Cargo loads, which 
are launched every 
six months or so, 
normal ly  del iver 
food, clothing and 
science experiments 
to the crew. 


