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Welcome Back, 
USMA Alums!

(Above) Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen, Jr., U.S. Military Academy Superintendent, and 
retired Lt. Gen. William J. Ely (seated) are joined by Dick Ely and Command Sgt 
Maj. Timothy A. Guden during a wreath laying ceremony at West Point Tuesday. 
Caslen is the U.S. Army’s longest currently serving Regular Army general offi cer 
and Ely, at age 105, is the Academy’s oldest living graduate. U.S. Military Academy 
alumni from the classes of 1942, 1947, 1952, 1962 and 1967 attended the alumni 
ceremony. (Right) The wreath was placed at the foot of the “Father of the Academy,” 
Col. Sylvanus Thayer. See Page 4 for the Distinguished Graduate ceremony story 
and photos.                 PhotoS by Staff Sgt. Vito t. bryant/USMa Pao
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2017 Graduation Week Parking 
and Force Protection information
Submitted by the Force Protection Office

During Graduation Week, through Saturday, 
many traffic revisions and parking restrictions 
will be enforced. 

Please allow additional travel time when 
coming to West Point and driving on and around 
the installation.

Parking and traffic information for 
Graduation Week—Towing will be enforced: 

• North Dock Parking Lot is reserved for 
recreational vehicles only through noon Sunday.

• Any West Point employee going on official 
travel during Graduation Week must not leave 
his or her vehicle parked in Clinton, Doubleday 
or any other Central Area parking area. Contact 
the Military Police at 845-938-3333 for 
authorized overnight/extended parking areas.

Today
• In support of Cadets movement to Michie 

Stadium for the Graduation Day rehearsal, 
Stony Lonesome Road will be closed to all 

vehicle traffic from Washington Road to Mills 
Road from 5:30-6:30 a.m. 

Friday
• Eisenhower Hall tunnel area and loading 

dock is reserved parking the entire day.  
• Parking for West Point employees is 

authorized in the Central Area; however, Clinton 
Parking Lot and the Tennis Court Parking Lot 
will be reserved for handicapped parking only.

• Clinton Parking Lot is reserved for only 
designated pass holders.

 
Saturday—Graduation Day
• All personnel with a valid Department of 

Defense form of identification are encouraged 
to use Washington Gate when entering/exiting 
West Point; all other visitors will use either 
Thayer/Stony installation gates.

• Doubleday Parking Lot is reserved for 
only designated pass holders from 5 a.m. until 
after the graduation ceremony concludes.

• Clinton Parking Lot will be reserved for 

WEST POINT, N.Y.—More than 950 cadets are expected to graduate from the U.S. 
Military Academy and be commissioned as second lieutenants in the U.S. Army May 27.  The 
following are the main events during Graduation Week at West Point. 

Friday
• 10:30 a.m.—Graduation Parade.
Saturday
• 10 a.m.—Graduation Exercise, commencement speaker is Secretary of Defense James 

N. “Jim” Mattis (All media are required to obtain a press credential.) 

Graduation Week Activities

Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito t. bryant/USMa Pao

To the Class of 2017 and everyone,

This Saturday, the members of the Class 
of 2017 will receive their diplomas, take 
their oath of commissioning and get pinned 
as second lieutenants, joining the tens of 
thousands of men and women before them 
who graduated from this hallowed institution 
and served our nation as Army officers.

2017 marks the 100th anniversary of 
the United States’ entry into World War I, 
then known as “The War to End All Wars.”  
America’s commitment to entering the war 
led to the passage of the Selective Service Act 
and the drafting of nearly three million men. 

As a result, in response to the great need 
for Army officers, West Point’s Class of 
1917 graduated more than a month early, 
with the Class of 1918 graduating just a 
few months later, almost a year earlier than 
scheduled. Twenty-one graduates of 290 of 
the combined classes would give their lives 
on the battlefields of France, with many more 
wounded. Many from that first class of 1917 
would go on to have outstanding careers as 
general officers in World War II and Korea, 
such as Mark Clark, Matthew Ridgeway and 
Joseph Collins. 

That class also included Herbert Norman 
Schwarzkopf, the first Superintendent of 
the New Jersey State Police and father of 
Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf, commander of 
all coalition forces during Operation Desert 
Storm.

Fifty years later, as America’s buildup of 
troops in Vietnam continued, most of the 583 
graduates of the Class of 1967 would find 
themselves headed overseas to lead American 
Soldiers in that conflict. Like the class from a 
half-century prior, many would rise through 
the ranks to assume senior leadership positions 
within the Army, government and elsewhere. 
And like the class from a half-century prior, 
many would give the last full measure of 
devotion on the battlefield; in fact, nearly 30 
members of the Class of 1967 would be killed 
in action in Vietnam.

As the Class of 2017 prepares to graduate 
and take its place on the Long Gray Line, they 
are now forever connected to these and the 
countless thousands of other graduates who 
have come before them, all of whom share 
one thing in common: they did not know what 
history would demand of them, nor where 
history would take them, but each of them rose 
to the challenge and answered their Nation’s 

call when their nation needed them the most.
When this year’s graduating cadets came 

to West Point four years ago, our nation was 
still at war. Each of them knew full well they 
would join an Army at war and be sent into 
harm’s way.  They will lead in a complex and 
uncertain operating environment in numerous 
locations around the globe, although the 
demands, challenges and dangers they will 
face are just as great.  

But despite the dangers and challenges of 
an uncertain world, the Class of 2017 chose 
to come to West Point with the deep desire 
to serve, to stand for something much larger 
than themselves. Like those from the past 
generations, they chose to stand in the gap and 
protect and defend our nation and our way of 
life from all that would threaten it.  

Like all generations of graduates who 
have passed through our hallowed gates, we 
don’t know what history will demand of these 
new officers. But we do know that they are 
ready to face whatever challenges await them.

To the Class of 2017—your West Point 
experience from day one has been all about 
developing you as a leader of character, 
committed to the values of Duty, Honor, 
Country and prepared to fight and win 
our Nation’s wars. We have prepared you 
intellectually, physically, militarily and 
ethically. Every hour of training you received 
here is important and you’ll rely on something 
you’ve learned here every day.  

But above all else, remember that it’s 
your character that defines you as a leader 
and a person. Don’t forget the lessons you‘ve 
learned here, and most importantly, never 
compromise your character.

To the families and friends of our 
graduates, thank you for all the support you’ve 
given our cadets during these past four years, 
for encouraging them when things got tough, 
and sharing in their successes.  

To the entire West Point Community—
accomplishing our mission of educating, 
training and inspiring the Corps of Cadets is 
a total team effort.  Each of you has, in some 
way, contributed to the overall success of our 
graduates. Thank you for all you do every day 
to make West Point the world’s pre-eminent 
leader development institution.

Congratulations, Class of 2017—“So 
Others May Dream!” We’re all very proud 
of you. Go Army!

   Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
   USMA Superintendent

Congrats to Class of 2017
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Oldest living graduate at 105 involved in Grad Ceremonies

Graduation Week/Day Shuttle Bus Schedule 
only handicapped parking.

• No parking is allowed in the Eisenhower 
Hall tunnel.

• Stony Lonesome Road will be closed from 
the entrance of Lusk Housing area to Washington 
Road from approximately 8:30-10 a.m.  

• Roads in and around Michie Stadium are 
blocked off to all vehicle traffic from 5 a.m. until 
completion of the graduation ceremony.

• In support of cadets movement to Michie 
Stadium for Graduation Day, Stony Lonesome 
Road will be closed to all vehicle traffic from 
Washington Road to Mills Road from 6:30 a.m. 
until after the graduation ceremony concludes. 

• When entering Michie Stadium:  
—Family members and guests may enter the 

stadium through Gates 4, 5, 6, 6A and 7. 
—Kimsey Center is open for wheelchair 

access only.
—Everyone entering the stadium will pass 

through metal detectors at all gates.
—Large bags, coolers, backpacks, unwrapped 

packages and umbrellas will not be allowed into 
the stadium. 

You are encouraged to use clear plastic 
bags to carry your possessions to speed up 
processing through security. Safety and security 
are a paramount concern during graduation week 
activities. Everyone attending the Graduation 
Ceremony is asked to report any suspicious or 
criminal activities. If observing such activities, 
immediately report it to Military Police at the 
stadium or by calling 845-938-3333. 

Visit our Ready West Point webpage for more 
information at https://www.westpoint.army.mil/
readywestpoint.html. 

GRADUATION WEEK INFO, 
cont’d from Page 2

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Retired Lt. Gen. William Jonas Ely, U.S. 
Military Academy Class of 1933, has the 
distinction of being the oldest graduate at 105 
years old. He and other alumni returned to 
West Point for reunions and other events during 
Graduation Week, including a wreath laying 
at the statue of Col. Sylvanus Thayer, who is 
known as the “Father of the Academy.” 

Ely was assigned to Headquarters, Sixth 
Army serving with the Engineer section of 
that Headquarters throughout the war in the 
Pacific. He saw duty in Australia, New Guinea, 
Philippine Islands and Japan.

He is also the former Deputy Commanding 
General of the Army Development and Logistics 
Command and Deputy Commander of the U.S. 
Army Materiel Command. Ely spent 33 years 
in the Army before retiring in 1966.

“I was an engineer most of my life and had 
some in experience in reconnaissance,” Ely said. 

Ely said one of his oldest memories he has 
is when he was a young first lieutenant in the 
Corps of Engineers and began the hard work 
of dredging the channel between Midway and 
nearby Sand Island from 1938-1940.

“It was a lot of digging,” Ely said.
That digging opened the way for a U.S. 

Navy buildup in those islands and was crucial 
to the war effort when war with the Japanese 
broke out in the Pacific.

Ely has written a memoir titled, “The Oldest 
Living Graduate, A Story of Luck, Love and 
Longevity,” and said that everything anybody 
wanted to know about him was in the book.

“I am honored to be here,” Ely said. “It is 
vastly different than when I was a cadet. I just 
wish we had better weather and I hate doing 
this in a wheel chair, but that’s the way it is.”

Ely’s awards include the Army Distinguished 
Service Medal, Silver Star, Bronze Star and two 
Legions of Merit.

Ely lives in Delray, Florida and up until 
he turned 100, he was an avid golfer and 
combined his passion for golf with his interest 
in engineering and built and operated a golf 
course on an old farm near Pittsburgh where 
he grew up. The Double Dam Golf Course 
was a name Ely chose because he had to build 
several dams to help irrigate the course. The 
name was changed to Dogwood Hills when he 
sold it in 1984.

“One of the questions I get asked all the time 
is what do I attribute to my longevity,” Ely said. 
“I always answer good genes, good luck and a 
wonderful wife.”

 Ely was married to his wife Helen for 74 
years. Helen died in 2014 at the age of 100.

West Point Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. (far left) leads the alumni 
parade with the oldest graduate retired Lt. Gen. William Jonas Ely (seated) on 
their way to lay a wreath at the statue of Col. Sylvanus Thayer Tuesday. Ely is 
a 1933 graduate and spent time in the Pacific during World War II.
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Distinguished Grads discuss leadership, 
offer advice, guidance to USMA 2017 Grads

Retired Brig. 
G e n .  D a n i e l 
Kaufman, the 
12th Dean of 
the Academic 
Board for the 
U.S.  Mil i tary 
A c a d e m y , 
received his 
Distinguished 
G r a d u a t e 
Award, Tuesday 
d u r i n g  t h e 
Alumni Review 
on the Plain. 
Kaufman also 
established the 
Afghan Military 
A c a d e m y 
and  was  the 
f o u n d i n g 
P r e s i d e n t 
o f  G e o r g i a 
G w i n n e t t 
College.

Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The West Point Association of Graduates 
presented the Distinguished Graduate Award, 
Tuesday during the Alumni Review on the 
Plain. This is the 25th year that this annual 
award has been bestowed upon those West 
Point graduates whose character, distinguished 
service and stature draw wholesome comparison 
to the qualities for which West Point strives in 
keeping with its motto: Duty, Honor, Country. 

This year’s DGA recipients are retired Col. 
Marshall N. Carter (‘62), retired Brig. Gen. 
Daniel Kaufman (‘68), retired Gen. Martin 
Dempsey (‘74), retired Gen. Lloyd Austin (‘75), 
Secretary Robert A. McDonald (‘75) and retired 
Gen. Raymond Odierno (‘76).

As the Class of 2017 commissions into 
the U.S. Army later this week, U.S. Military 
Academy Distinguished Graduates discuss 
leadership, offer retrospective advice to their 
cadet selves, and give guidance to the soon-to-
be second lieutenants. 

“The attributes of leadership taught at West 
Point are timeless, regardless of what changes 
in the nation and the world, and they apply 
across every leadership position I have been 
privileged to hold, in the Army and beyond,” 
Kaufman, the 12th Dean of the Academic 
Board for USMA, remarked. “Leadership 
means accepting responsibility and being 
accountable, especially when things do not go 
as planned. What I have learned over and over 
again in the nearly 50 years since I graduated 
from West Point is just how relevant and critical 
the attributes of character and leadership that 
we all learned here continue to be in both my 
professional and personal lives.”

Aside from being the USMA Dean, Kaufman 
was also instrumental in establishing the Afghan 

Military Academy and was the founding 
President of Georgia Gwinnett College, the 
first four-year U.S. public college created in 
the 21st century. 

His passion of education and learning are 
evident when offering advice to his cadet self.

“New Cadet Kaufman, the world is going to 
change in ways you cannot possibly imagine in 
the years and decades ahead, so prepare yourself 
to be a lifelong learner,” he started.  “Develop 
the attributes of intellectual flexibility and 
adaptability so that you will be able to anticipate 
and respond effectively to change rather than 
being overwhelmed by the forces of change.”

Adaptability is an attribute that most of 
these accomplished graduates referenced. 

“Over my time in military, industry and 
government, what differentiates those who 
succeed versus those who don’t is their ability 
to learn. Charles Darwin wrote about the 
survival of the adaptable not the fittest. We as 
leaders have to keep ourselves sharp, learn new 
things and adapt to new conditions,” McDonald 
said. “In 1955, the Fortune 50 listed the top 
50 businesses in the U.S. Today, only nine of 
those businesses still exist. Forty-one do not.  
What happened? Those businesses did not 
adapt to the changing environment and context. 
We as leaders must continue to learn and be 
adaptable.”

After serving in the Army, McDonald began 
a 33-year career with The Procter & Gamble 
Company, becoming its 12th Chairman of the 
Board, President, and Chief Executive Officer.  
He eventually served as the eighth Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs, and now endows, with his 
wife, the McDonald Conference for Leaders of 
Character at West Point each year.

McDonald credits West Point for helping 
him to become a leader of character.

“My experience at West Point was the most 

formative leadership experience of my life,” he 
said.  “The part of the West Point Cadet Prayer, 
‘Help me to choose the harder right rather than 
the easier wrong,’ has been the moral guidepost 
by which I have tried to live my life, both in the 
Army and as a civilian.”

In addition to having character, it’s also 
important to remain grounded.

“Keep your sense of humor, learn to accept 
criticism even if it seems at times unfair and 
keep your mind and body in tip-top condition,” 
Carter, a third-generation West Pointer who 
commissioned into the U.S. Marine Corps, said.

Following his retirement from the Marine 
Corps, Carter succeeded in the world of finance, 
working at Chase Manhattan Bank, State Street 
Bank and Trust, and ultimately became the 
Chairman of the New York Stock Exchange. He 
also sponsors West Point’s annual Cadet Cyber 
Defense Exercise. 

Through it all, Carter said the skills he 
learned at West Point have helped him long 
term.

“As you progress through USMA, leadership 
becomes the focus of your life and service. Early 
on at USMA, the long term skills of fostering 
unit or organizational accomplishments as 
opposed to individual achievements is a key 
skill,” he said.  “Long term the most important 
skills I’ve seen in combat and in the corporate 
world are one, technical competence in your 
job; two, ability to communicate; and three, 
adaptability to change.”

And while the lessons these leaders learned 
at West Point are clearer looking back, each of 
them encourages cadets and future lieutenants 
to live in the moment.

“Don’t wish the time away. Too many 

young leaders are so eager to move ahead to 
the next class or the next rank that they miss 
opportunities to learn and grow in the moment.  
Plebe year is not always pleasant, but it’s always 
important,” Dempsey, a former cadet battalion 
commander and four-star general, said. “And 
I would suggest to cadets in general that they 
measure their success at the Academy not by 
any one event but by whether they have taken 
advantage of the opportunities and are better 
leaders at the completion of their cadet career 
than they were at the beginning. It’s always a 
good idea for them to remember what they’ll be 
asked to do once commissioned. Leadership is a 
privilege; military leadership is a sacred trust.”

After receiving his fourth star, Dempsey 
served as Commanding General of the U.S. 
Army Training and Doctrine Command, as 
the 37th Chief of Staff for the U.S. Army and, 
lastly, as the 18th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 

As for advice he’d like to give the USMA 
Class of 2017 upon graduation, he keeps it 
concise.

“They should trust their instincts, keep 
learning, be humble and remain alert to where 
their moral compass points them,” Dempsey 
said. “I’d like them to know that I trust them.”

 (Editor’s note: Retired Gen. Lloyd Austin 
served a 41-year military career, holding the 
unique distinction of having commanded in 
combat in Iraq and Afghanistan at the 1-, 2-, 
3- and 4- star levels. Retired Gen. Raymond 
Odierno is one of the few generals in modern 
history to command at the Division, Corps 
and Theater level during the same conflict. He 
culminated his career as the 38th Chief of Staff 
for the U.S. Army.)

R e t i r e d 
G e n .  M a r t i n 
Dempsey, former 
c o m m a n d i n g 
general of the U.S. 
Army Tra in ing 
a n d  D o c t r i n e 
Command, 37th 
Chief of Staff for 
the U.S.  Army 
and as the 18th 
Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of 
Staff ,  received 
his Distinguished 
Graduate Award, 
Tuesday during 
the Alumni Review 
on the Plain.
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities
IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES

• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment 
Response Hotline: 845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, 
Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—
call 845-938-7479 or email kathryn.
hermon@usma.edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—
call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.
marsh@usma.edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-
938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri 
Safford—call 938-4150 or cheri.k.safford.
mil@mail.mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—
call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu.

SHARP 
Resources

Equestrian:  From May 5-7, Class of 2019 Cadet Matilda 
Brady and Class of 2020 Cadet Taylor Krug of the Army West 
Point Equestrian team attended the Intercollegiate Horse Show 

Association (IHSA) national meeting in Lexington, Kentucky. 
The IHSA, the competitive league in which the Equestrian 

team competes, incorporates 412 teams and 11,000 individual 

competitors from around North America. 
While at the IHSA’s national meeting, Brady and Krug, along 

with Class of 2020 Cadet Rachael Schloo, who could not attend, 
were recognized for their academic achievements. 

Brady, the next team captain, and Krug also participated in 
league activities and professional development opportunities. 

Their experiences helped them share the West Point story 
and prepare them for a lifetime of self-development and 
achievement.  
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Two hundred Cadet Candidates from the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School received offers of admission to the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point Class of 2021, May 17. (Above) The official party for the ceremony 
included USMAPS Commandant, Col. Christopher L. Budihas (above 
handshake), Lt. Col. Timothy Viles (to Budihas’ left), Associate Director 
of Enrollment and Recruiting, and (right) two members of the Class of 
2021 50-year affiliate Class of 1971 who presented the cadet candidates 
with certificates of affiliation.          Photo by Michelle eberhart/PV

Offers of admission to 
USMA for Class of 2021
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DPE hosts Ultimate Frisbee outreach session
Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The Department of Physical Education hosted the Ultimate 
Frisbee Fitness outreach session on Clinton B Field, May 
17. Once a month, DPE invites staff, faculty and community 
members to try a new activity while meeting people across 
the Academy. And thanks to the warm weather, participants 
were able to soak up some sun while exercising.

“It’s great to get everybody outside and do an outdoor 
activity for a little while,” DPE instructor Capt. Nicholas 
Rinaldi said. “And (Ultimate Frisbee) is a skill that folks like 
to recreationally do.”

Due to both the nice weather and fun nature of the sport, 
over 30 people from DPE, the Department of Geography and 
Environmental Engineering, the Department of English and 
Philosophy, the Department of Social Sciences, the Directorate 
of Public Works, and more, came to participate.

“This whole initiative is an attempt to try to help folks 
understand DPE a little better, learn what we do and also for 
us to learn about other organizations,” Rinaldi explained. “We 
are just trying to reach across the aisle a bit into the Dean’s 
side and USCC and other organizations across USMA to 
foster some teamwork and build some relationships that are 
really helpful.”

DPE instructor Capt. Walter Thomas agreed. 
“These outreaches are a great way to see old friends from 

across other departments and meet new friends from across 
USMA while getting a little workout and in some cases, like 
today, learn a new skill,” he said. “I opted to teach this skill 
because Ultimate is my favorite sport at the moment and I 
want other people to learn about and enjoy the sport as well… 
it’s a sport that requires incredible athleticism and physical 
fitness to play at the college level.”

Thomas, who is also one of the Officers in Charge of the 
Cadet Ultimate Frisbee team, invited both Dr. Stephen Finn, 
the Ultimate Frisbee coach, and cadets on the team to join in 
and teach the participants.  

In fact, this is the first year that the Ultimate team has 
qualified for Nationals in Lexington, Kentucky.

“They’ve gone from not winning a single postseason game 
six years ago when the club started, to going undefeated in 

the post-season (14-0) this year,” Walter noted. “One of the 
most impressive things about this team, which really shows 
how passionate they are about this sport, is that they aren’t 
allotted time as a team to practice. Each one of them practices 
individual skills and fitness on their own time, and they’re 
lucky if they can get together once or twice a week to build the 
chemistry that’s needed to be successful in a sport like this.”

Class of 2017 Cadet Mitchell Smith said his team’s success 
on the road to Nationals has been exciting.

“Over the past two years we’ve really grown and gotten 

a lot better as a team,” Smith said. “We have a really great 
group of guys and we’re really excited to go out there and 
compete with the best teams in the country.”

As for the time being, however, Smith and his teammates 
were happy to show staff and faculty some of the skills that 
have given them much success. 

“Ultimate is a sport that you can do your whole life and all 
it takes is a Frisbee and you can do it with anyone,” he added.

While DPE is done with its monthly fitness sessions for the 
semester, they will be hosting more outreach events this fall.

Capt. Walter Thomas, Department of Physical Education instructor and Ultimate Frisbee Officer-in-Charge, 
teaches the sport to staff and faculty during the DPE Fitness outreach session, May 17.

Ready Army, Ready West Point! Hurricane season starts June 1
Submitted by Dr. Christopher Hennen
DPTMS Plans Officer

Hold on to your hats … Hurricane season 
is almost here!

Atlantic hurricane season begins June 1. 
Now is the time to prepare and assess your 
risk, develop plans, gather supplies and 
practice drills. 

History teaches that a lack of hurricane 
awareness and preparation are common 
threads among all major hurricane disasters. 
By knowing what actions you should take, 
you can reduce the effects of a hurricane on 
yourself, your family and your property. 

“The big lesson from hurricanes and other 
natural disasters is that we have to be thinking 
about the unexpected because as we so often 
learn, the unexpected happens. Hurricane 
season brings for many a grim reminder of 
the importance of preparedness, our only 
defense against nature’s unpredictability.” 
Joe Colombo, West Point Plans, Training, 
Mobility and Security Chief of Operations 

and Plans, said, “As we saw firsthand with 
Hurricane Sandy, it’s important to remember 
that tropical storm and hurricane impacts are 
not limited to the coastline. Strong winds, 
torrential rains, flooding and tornadoes often 
threaten inland areas far from where the storm 
first makes landfall.”

The predictions for this year, coupled 
with the memory of Hurricane Sandy, should 
provide the incentive for members of the 
West Point community to be ready for the 
next big storm, and that includes preparing 
pets as well. 

Preparedness today can make a big 
difference down the line, so update your 
family emergency plan and make sure your 
emergency kit is stocked.

Learn more about how you can prepare 
for hurricane season at www.ready.gov/
hurricanes and www.ready.gov/prepare and 
visit our website at www.westpoint.army.
mil/readywestpoint.html. 

Make A Kit; Have A Plan; Be Informed: 
Be Ready West Point.
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USMA Class of 2016 graduate finds way to 
serve Soldiers despite Army medical discharge
Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

U.S. Military Academy Class of 2016 
Garrett Langer graduated with his class last 
May, but unlike nearly all of his classmates, 
he was not commissioned into the Active Duty 
Army due to a medical condition. Langer said 
that as a civilian, he did not have a service 
obligation to the Army, but was also left without 
the strong sense of purpose he had cultivated 
during his four years at West Point.

“Coming to terms with my medical discharge 
was difficult as West Point had prepared me 
physically, mentally and emotionally to become 
an Army Officer,” Langer said. “When I learned 
I wouldn’t be commissioned, it was as if a part 
of my identity was stripped away. I still held 
the same desire to serve our nation that had led 
me to the U.S. Military Academy in the first 
place, but could no longer serve in the way I 
had envisioned ever since I was a child.”

Langer ’s grade point average upon 
graduating was 3.57, making the dean’s list 
for all four years. He graduated with a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering with honors. Langer 
also was a member of the Cadet Engineering 
Club and the Cadet Astronomy Club, becoming 
Cadet-in-Charge in his Firstie year.

Langer most likely heard the oft-quoted 
saying, “there are many ways to serve in the 
Army,”—which was proven when West Point 
and the Association of Graduates informed him 
of a multitude of opportunities in which he could 
serve the Army and support his classmates as a 
Department of Defense Civilian.

When Langer was a cadet, he was exposed 
to the U.S. Army Armament Research, 
Development and Engineering Center 
(ARDEC) through his Department of Civil 

and Mechanical Engineering Capstone project 
and developed a great respect for their mission 
and innovative approach to ammunition 

development. 
His capstone project with his cadet team 

was to design a squad-based Counter Unmanned 
Aerial System (C-UAS) round for ARDEC.

“After applying to ARDEC online, I was 
given the chance to interview at Picatinny 
Arsenal, New Jersey for an engineering 
position,” Langer said. “I was ecstatic to find I 
was finally accepted for the position after several 
months of administrative correspondence and 
background checks.

“In January 2017, I began working in 
the Medium and Cannon Caliber Munitions 
Divisions of ARDEC after an intensive move 
from my hometown in Washington State to New 
Jersey,” he added.

Langer is now a project engineer in a ground 
combat science and technology team, which 
means he will primarily be designing future 
cannon-caliber munitions for combat vehicles 
such as the Bradley, Stryker and Future Fighting 
Vehicle (FFV).

“Later in my career at ARDEC, I expect to 
be involved in other important aspects of the 
ammunition life cycle to include production 
and sustainment,” Langer said. “I will support 
my classmates in the operational Army by 
ensuring the ammunition we provide them is 
safe, reliable and highly effective in order to 

provide a decisive edge in combat. West Point 
prepared me as a leader, engineer and a Soldier 
and I will apply those skills as an Army civilian 
to serve the Army and our warfighters to the 
best of my ability.”

The Medium and Cannon Cal iber 
Munitions Divisions of the ARDEC Center 
is closely teamed with the Program Executive 
Office for ammunition and to collaborate on 
providing world class ammunition, weapons 
and armament systems to the warfighter, 
according to the ARDEC management, and 
they also are greatly satisfied with their hiring 
of Langer to be a member of their team.

“We contacted Mr. Langer for a face-to-face 
interview. After the interview, we extended 
an offer to him to join the Picatinny family as 
an Army civilian. Throughout the interview 
it became apparent that Langer has technical 
expertise across several engineering fields and 
also possesses outstanding leadership skills that 
will be of vital importance to our organization. 
He showed his Army commitment by relocating 
from Washington State to Picatinny, New Jersey 
and is currently employed as a mechanical 
engineer on one of our advance armament 
design teams. He hit the ground running and 
is already contributing to our mission areas,” 
ARDEC management said in a statement.

Garrett Langer (right) speaks to Paul Manz, a member of Program Executive Office for ammunition at U.S. Army Armament 
Research, Development and Engineering Center, about ammunitions to help the warfighter.

Garrett Langer, USMA Class of 2016, stands outside the gates of Picatinny 
Arsenal, New Jersey. The recent graduate did not get commissioned into the 
Army due to a medical problem, but is now serving as a civilian employee at 
ARDEC.                            coUrteSy PhotoS
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Your Army. Your Voice. Taking the FEVS survey

West Point Band 
presents ...
The West Point Band is 
proud to announce its 
bicentennial season 
“Music Under the 
Stars” 2017 summer 
concert  ser ies at 
West Point’s Trophy 
Point Amphitheater. 
A u d i e n c e s  a r e 
welcome to bring 
picnics,  v is i t  the 
beautiful and historic 
grounds of the U.S. 
Military Academy and 
enjoy scenic Hudson 
River views while 
the Band performs. 
The first concert is 
at 7:30 p.m. June 
17 to celebrate the 
Army birthday. These 
concerts are free and 
open to the public.  

By U.S Army Civil ian Workforce 
Transformation

The window for the Federal Employee 
Viewpoint Survey (FEVS) opened in early May. 
This survey is of crucial importance not only to 
Army but also to your command, installation 
and unit.

FEVS is an annual survey that measures 
employees’ perceptions of whether, and to what 
extent, conditions that characterize successful 
organizations are present in their agency. 

The survey results provide valuable insight 
for agency leaders into the strengths and 
challenges of the agency in ensuring it has an 
effective civilian workforce.  

The survey is issued by the Office of 
Personnel Management and contains multiple 
choice responses. The survey itself takes only 
20 minutes to complete but provides Army 
leadership with a tremendous amount of insight 
into the culture and environment of its civilian 
workforce.

“I encourage every Army employee who 
receives notification about FEVS to take 
the survey,” Sue Engelhardt, Acting Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civilian 
Personnel, said. “FEVS provides a crucial 
insight for the Army to share what we are doing 
right and what we can improve on.”

T h e 
FEVS is not 
just used for 
senior Army 
leaders. 

R e s u l t s 

are reported to leaders at all levels down to the 
unit level. 

This is great for leaders and employees 
because it allows decision makers across the 
Army to see how their specific organization is 
doing, and they can influence change within 
their own organization. 

The survey respondents will remain 
completely anonymous.  

“Engaging employees is the biggest part 
of this whole survey,” Mario Rodriguez, 
Information Assurance Security Officer, said. 
“As an employee I appreciate it, I like knowing 
that people want to know what I think about my 
job and whether I am going to stay and whether 
I am happy.”

The President’s Management Agenda set a 
goal for all federal agencies to have 67 percent 
positive responses to the Employee Engagement 
Index. 

In 2016, the Army scored 64.3 percent. With 
everyone’s help and participation, this number 
will increase as we continue to focus on the 
importance of creating a culture of engagement 
across our Army.

“Army employees do great and amazing 
things on a daily basis,” said Engelhardt. 
“Army leaders want to hear from you, so we 
can continue to make this organization and 
institution even stronger.”

The Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey 
is just one of many avenues that the Army 
fostering engagement with its employees. 

For more engagement opportunities please 
visit (CAC Enabled) at https://www.milsuite.
mil/book/groups/employee-engagement. 
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Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma
facebook.com/westpointusma

seanrba: It’s 5 o’clock and these 5 men are 5 and a butt days from 
graduating the United States Military Academy. 

#USMA Social Scene

eedelcid: It’s been real plebe year. thanks for all the friendships, 
memories & knowledge #all4thecorps

rexepps: West Point Men’s Rookie of the Year #blessed

konalmighty: since we have less than 10 days until graduation, 
let’s throw it back to 1802 which is when it feels like we 
started here
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Vacation Bible School volunteers

Vacation Bible School needs you. This year, we travel to 
Rome to learn about Paul and the early church. Children in 
kindergarten through 11 years old are invited to join us at the 
West Point Elementary School July 31-Aug. 4. 

We anticipate ministering to 160 children, but need your 
help to do so. Volunteers can register at https://vbspro.events/p/
events/9a90a8 by Tuesday. 

All onsite volunteers must successfully complete a 
background check and fingerprinting. Open registration will 
begin in June. 

VBS is completely run by volunteers and the number of 
children who can participate is based on the number of onsite 
volunteers. 

Contact Dr. Joseph Lynch at joseph.lynch@usma.edu or 
Amibeth Griffin at WestpointVBS@gmail.com any with questions.

School Board Elections at West Point Schools
The West Point School Board has announced that an election 

will be held June 2 at the location to be determined to fill two 
vacancies on the Board. Two positions will fill two-year terms. 
Positions will be based on number of votes.  

School Board members are actively involved military 
community members who demonstrate interest in one of the 
most vital aspects of our American way of life—the education 
of our young people. 

We would like to encourage all interested community 
members to submit petitions to run for a position on the West 
Point School Board.  

School Board members are elected by parents of children 
attending school at West Point Elementary and Middle Schools 
and serve for a two-year term; however, a two-year commitment 
is not required. 

For more details, call 938-3506.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 

meets every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at the West Point Post 
Chapel. Childcare is available.  

The evening class meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Chapel. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and check out 
PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC.

Protestant Sunday School
There is a Protestant Sunday School from 9-10 a.m. Sundays 

at the West Point Elementary School.
Adults can choose from multiple class options. Cadets teach 

the Bible to Pre-K through high school students.
There is a nursery drop off at the Chapel Annex starting at 

8:30 a.m., and they can stay through post-chapel service. This  
school is a Chaplain sponsored activity.

For more details, contact Maj. Thomas Menn at Thomas.
Menn@usma.edu.

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Nature Museum celebrates StoryWalk
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum invites the 

community to the StoryWalk® opening day at the Museum’s 
Wildlife Education Center,  25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-Hudson, 
from noon-4 p.m. Saturday. 

StoryWalk is an innovative way for children and adults to 
enjoy reading and the outdoors at the same time. This season’s 
StoryWalk, in partnership with the Cornwall Public Library 
and The Grail, features “Bear and Bunny” written by Daniel 
Pinkwater.  

The Museum, Library and Grail have developed this 
StoryWalk, especially for children ages 2-6, with an adult who 
will join them as they read their way along the meadow trail at 
the Wildlife Education Center. 

Enjoy a special “Meet the Animals” presentation with the 
Museum’s rabbit at 1 and 2:30 p.m. 

At 1:30 and 3 p.m., take a guided walk along the StoryWalk 
trail with a Museum educator.  

In addition, kids can enjoy a craft and snacks from 12:30-3:30 

Community

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Road closures due to training (updated)
Due to military training, the following locations will be 

closed during the month of May, June and July.  
• Mine Torne Road—Tuesday, June 20, 23 and 25, July 

5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Stilwell Lake—Tuesday, June 20, 23 and 25, July 5, 6, 

13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m.
For details on the closures, contact Alec M. Lazore, range 

officer, at alec.lazore@usma.edu or 845-938-3007/3930. 

p.m. Entry to StoryWalk is included with the Wildlife Center’s 
general admission for non-members. Admission is free for 
Museum Members. 

The StoryWalk trail will be open through the fall as part of 
the ongoing activities at the Wildlife Education Center.   

For more details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 
x204.

Cornwall-on-Hudson RiverFest 
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 20th annual 

RiverFest from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 3 at Donahue Park along the 
Hudson River. 

RiverFest 2017 will feature a full day of music and 
entertainment, children’s activities, and a large craft and food fair. 

The day’s events will include live bands, river activities, food 
stands, and non-profit groups and contributors.

The schedule list of musical entertainers is:
• Noon—Soul City; 
• 1:15 p.m.—West Point Steel Band;
• 2:30 p.m.—Some Guys and a Band;
• 3:50 p.m.—Somerville Brothers;
• 5:10 p.m.—Out of the Blue.
Vendor spaces are still available but are filling up fast.  

RiverFest will accept vendor applications until all spaces have 
been filled. 

Interested vendors should go to the website and submit an 
application.

There is no charge for RiverFest. Visitors are invited to bring 
a blanket or lawn chair and join us at beautiful Donahue Park in 
Cornwall-on-Hudson.  

Visit www.river-fest.com for up to date information and 
vendor applications.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. 

Transportation is provided as needed. 
For any questions, visit the church website at www.

gracebaptistny.org. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

Artopia Art Camps 2017
Summer Art Camps will be held at the West Point Arts & 

Crafts Center in June and July from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesdays-
Fridays. The classes teach children to explore, inspire and create. 

Registration is now open. An art show will be held every 
Friday. Parents provide lunch, drink and snack. 

There is a minimal payment per child/per week. Payment is 
required in full at time of registration. Registration must be done 
in person. For more details, call 938-4812.

CYS Sports Summer Intramurals
Registration is ongoing for the 2017 CYS Sports Summer 

Intramurals season. 
Open to CYS Services children in grades 5th and up.
All games are free and will be played weekdays from 5-6 

p.m. For more details, call 938-8896.

West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 

children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 
Weekly sessions begin June 12. 

To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime beginning Wednesday. 

For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.

Kids Golf Clinics
Kids Golf Clinics will be held June 16, June 30, July 7 and 

July 28. Children can attend one or all four clinics. 
Children will learn golf skills for the beginner to advanced 

player in a fun setting for ages 7 to 14 year olds. 
There is a minimal fee per child/per clinic. For more details, 

call 938-2435.

Little Golfers
Children will learn beginning golf skills through play and 

exercise at the West Point Golf Course. Sessions will be held 
June 24, July 8, 22 and 29. 

The clinic is for children ages 4-6. There is a minimal cost 
per each session. 

For details, call 938-2435 or visit golfatwestpoint.com.

Junior Golf Camp
A new summer Golf Camp for children ages 7-14 is offered 

at the West Point Golf Course. Session one is July 12, 13 and 14. 
Session two is Aug. 16, 17 and 18. 

There is a minimal fee for the camp. 
For details and to register, call 938-2435.

CYS Services need Soccer and Baseball coaches
CYS Sports is looking for coaches for our spring recreation 

soccer and baseball season. 
There will be four divisions for soccer and three divisions 

for baseball. Recreation Soccer will be played Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5-6 p.m. 

Recreational baseball will be played Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5-7 p.m. For details, call 938-8525.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES
camp only). Week three runs July 10-14. Week four runs July 
24-28. Week fi ve runs July 31-Aug. 4. 

Registration forms are available at Morgan Farm or online 
at westpoint.armymwr.com. 

For more details, call 938-3926.

FOR THE ADULTS
Ladies Summer Clinic

Come out to the West Point Golf Course driving range for 
a special Ladies Clinic from 10-11 a.m. June 1, 8, 15 and 22. 

There is a minimal fee to include all sessions. To register for 
the clinic, call 938-2435.

Road Ride Wednesdays
Road Ride Wednesday classes will be held at 5:40 a.m. at 

the MWR Fitness Center. Road Ride is an indoor Spin-bike class 
focused on channeling the sport of Road Cycling. 

A warmup and cool down complete the workout. SPD clipless 
shoes are welcome. 

Bike fi t and set-up are starting at 5:30 a.m. For details, call 
938-6490.

Strong B.A.N.D.S.
Strong B.A.N.D.S. was created to energize and inspire 

communities Armywide about healthy lifestyles that support 
resiliency. 

Strong B.A.N.D.S. signifi es the importance of Balance, 
Activity, Nutrition, Determination and Strength. 

May is National Physical Fitness and Sports Month. Show 
your support by attending the Strong B.A.N.D.S. events and 
commit to living a healthier lifestyle. 

These Strong B.A.N.D.S. MWR events can be found at 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Jobs available for personal trainers
Wanted: Certifi ed and experienced personal trainers at the 

MWR Fitness Center. Motivate and inspire clients. Create your 
own hours. It’s a profi table opportunity. 

For more details, call 845-938-6490.

Leisure Travel Services events
• June 3—NY Botanical Gardens and Arthur Ave., Little 

Italy. Leave West Point at 8 a.m., leave NYC at 3:30 p.m. Enjoy 
complimentary grounds admission to the gardens in the morning 
and spend the afternoon in New York’s real Little Italy, the 
Belmont section in the afternoon;

• June 9—Gunks Wine Tour. Leave West Point at 10:30 a.m., 
leave the Gunks at 6 p.m. Visit several of the “Gunks” wineries 
as LTS makes its way through the Hudson Valley;

• June 13—Museum Mile Festival. Leave West Point at 4 
p.m., leave NYC at 10 p.m. The annual Museum Mile Festival 
offers free admission to some of the world’s fi nest art collections 
during extended evening hours. The 23-block stretch of Fifth 
Ave. is home to seven participating institutions: El Museo del 
Barrio, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the Cooper Hewitt, the Jewish Museum, Neue 
Galerie and the Museum of the City of New York;

• June 14—New York Philharmonic in Central Park. Leave 
West Point at 4:30 p.m., leave NYC at 10 p.m. A New York 
Tradition. Bring your blanket and Picnic blanket and enjoy 
music under the stars with a fi rework display illuminating the 
city skyline to complete the performance;

• June 18—Coney Island Mermaid Parade. Leave West 
Point at 10:30 a.m., leave Coney Island at 5:30 p.m. This LTS 
favorite should not be missed. A completely original creation of 
Coney Island USA, the Mermaid Parade is the nation’s largest 
art parade and one of New York City’s greatest summer events  
(not recommended for children);

• June 23—Dinner in Little Italy/Chinatown. Leave West 
Point at 4:30 p.m., leave NYC at 10:30 p.m. Spend a relaxing 
evening in New York’s most colorful neighborhoods. Fine dining 
with authentic Italian or Chinese cuisine.

There is a minimal fee for transportation with LTS. 
For more details and pricing, call 938-3601.

Korean Traditional Martial Art Soo Bahk Classes
The MWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try the 

traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical 
martial art, which develops every aspect of the self. 

The purpose of Soo Bahk Do is to create a person who is free 
from inner confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world. 

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. 

The instructors, a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean 
master instructors. 

There will be free sessions consisting of 50-minute classes. 
Space is limited, so sign-up via webtrac. 
Regular sessions begin in May. For more details, call 938-

6490.

Arts & Crafts June classes
• June 1—Lil’ Impressionists, 10:30-11 a.m. Let your lil’ 

artist make a big impression. (Ages 2 & up). 
Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 

fee for the classes. 
For more details, call 938-4812.

Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm offers three- and fi ve-day camps for ages 5 and 

up. Camps are offered for all levels during each week. 
The Morgan Farm instructors will place children in 

appropriate groups based on age, experience and ability. 
The camps run in fi ve-week sessions teaching English and 

Western riding. 
Week one runs June 26-30. Week two runs July 5-7 (three-day 

Father’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club June 18 for its traditional Father’s 

Day Brunch from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in the Pierce Room. 
There is a minimal fee for this event. To make reservations, 

call 938-5120.  

Free Paddle Boat Remtal
In honor of the 241st Army birthday, Round Pond is offering 

a half hour free paddle boat rental when you show your military 
or DOD ID to the Round Pond staff. 

The free paddle boat rentals will be held from 9 a.m-4 p.m. 
June 14. For more details, call 938-2503.

Horseback Riding Lessons
The Morgan Farm Horseback Riding Lesson Program is 

now open. 
Lessons are available for beginners through advanced, ages 

5 and up. 
Lesson packages are available. For more details, call 845-

938-3926.
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Friday—“Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales,” 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales,” 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange.com/reel-time-theatres/West-Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Physical therapy sick call to be held 
at Arvin

The physical therapy sick call, for the West 
Point community, will be held at Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center at 8 a.m from 
June 19-Aug. 11. 

PT sick call will not be held at Keller/
Allgood during this time period.

The PT sick call is for acute injuries only.
The intent of the program is for members 

of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 
as possible and without the need for a referral.

For details, call 845-938-3324.

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the month of June. 

There will be no classes offered in July.
Topics include, but are not limited to, 

what to expect during labor, newborn care and 
breastfeeding. The June sessions are scheduled 
for 6-9:30 p.m. June 7, 14 and 21.

For details, contact Keller’s Obstetrics Unit 
at 845-938-3210. 

Optometry sick call to be held at 
Allgood Clinic in June

Optometry Sick Call will be held at the 
Brian D. Allgood Clinic during the month of 
June. 

Building 606 will not conduct optometry 
sick call during the month of June and will 
resume sick call beginning July 5. 

World No Tobacco day is Wednesday
Join us Wednesday, to help service 

members, their dependents and other 

benefi ciaries change their lives by quitting 
tobacco on “World No Tobacco Day.”

There’s no debating it—you’ve started to 
notice the effects of your tobacco use:

• Coughing;
• White sores in your mouth where you 

hold your dip;
• Your clothes, hair, breath,  car or home 

always smelling like tobacco or smoke;
• Stains on your teeth and fi ngers;
• Feeling stressed between each cigarette 

or dip.
That list doesn’t include the harder-to-see 

effects of tobacco use that often come from 
nicotine. 

Nicotine is the addictive substance found 
in all tobacco products – even e-cigarettes. 
It affects your health in ways you can’t 
see, including increasing your heart rate, 
raising your blood pressure and slowing your 
circulation.

The truth is most people in the United 
States don’t smoke and this is also the case 
in the military. 

Even though it might seem that all of your 
peers are smoking, in reality only 25 percent 
of the military smokes cigarettes. When you 
quit, you might lose a few of your smoking 
friends, but you will gain non-smoking friends 
from the 75 percent majority.

Quitting smoking or chewing tobacco can 
be a long, tough process, and you’ll need all 
the help you can get. 

For more information or assistance on 
how to live a tobacco-free lifestyle, cadets 
and cadet candidates can utilize the Center 
for Professional Development. 

Military members and their dependents, 
and benefi ciaries can contact your Primary 
Care Physician or go to http://www.
UCanQuit2.org.  

• Yard of the Month: The West Point 
Family Homes will be choosing one home 
every month from May to September with 
yards that are kempt and stand out from the 
rest. You can nominate your own yard, your 
neighbor’s, a friend’s or any home on post that 
you feel deserves to be considered. 

Email nominations to jgellman@bbcgrp.
com  by the 25th of each month. 

Winners will receive $25 and the coveted 
“Yard of the Month” sign to display on their 
lawn.

• National Doughnut Day: Stop by 
B126  Washington Road June 2 to celebrate 

National Doughnut Day as WPFH will be 
serving the best Apple Cider doughnuts 
from Jones Farm starting at 3 p.m. until the 
doughnuts run out. 

• Nature Strollers Walk: Join WPFH 
for a Nature Strollers Walk for families with 
young children at the Outdoor discovery 
center at the Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum June 5. 

The trails are stroller and toddler friendly. 
We will meet at the Visitors Center at 
9:15 a.m. To register for this event, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com with the name and 
ages of each child by June 1. 

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-June 1

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 25-June 1
Channels 8/23

Community/sPorts

Members of the Michael L. Nathe and Raymond J. 
Enners family, Army Athletic Director Boo Corrigan 
(far left), West Point Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert 
L. Caslen Jr. (fourth from right), Tom Dryer (fourth 
from left), USMA Class of 1967 graduate who stood 
in for William Foley II who could not attend, Todd 
Browne (far left), president and CEO of West Point 
Association of Graduates, cut the ribbon for the 
dedication of the Foley, Enners Nathe Lacrosse 
Center Monday. Roughly 600 members of the Class 
of 1967 were in attendence. They are here for their 
50th reunion and are the 50-year affi liate class of 
this year’s graduates.           Photo by Kathy eaStWooD/PV

Cutting ribbon 
o n  L a c r o s s e 
Center Monday
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Army Rugby placed second at West Point 7s
sPorts

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Rugby team closed out the West 
Point 7s Invitational with a second-place finish on Sunday at the 
Anderson Rugby Complex.

Penn State claimed the championship with a 19-15 decision 
over Army’s Silver team, while NEC avenged an earlier loss to 
Temple in the third-place match, 29-7. Army’s Black team placed 
fifth after defeating Notre Dame, 12-10, in a highly-contested 
matchup.

  
Army highlights and game notes 
• Army combined to go 4-5-1 in the tournament.
• Jake Lachina led the Black Knights with nine tries on the 

weekend and scored in all five games for silver.
• Austin Rutledge scored his first try of the tournament in 

the fifth-place match against Notre Dame, dotting down twice 
in the first half of the victory.

 
Scoring timeline: Army Silver vs. NEC
• 3rd minute: Try—Jake Lachina; Conversion—Jon Kim 

(Army leads, 7-0);
• 7th minute: Try—NEC (Army leads, 7-5);
• 12th minute: Try—NEC (NEC leads, 10-7);
• 14th minute: Try—James Mbony; Conversion—Harrison 

Farrell (Army leads, 14-10).

Scoring timeline: Army Black vs. Penn State
• 2nd minute: Try—Penn State; Conversion—Penn State 

(Penn State leads, 7-0);
• 5th minute: Try—Penn State (Penn State leads, 12-0);
• 7th minute: Try—Penn State (Penn State leads, 17-0);
• 9th minute: Try—Penn State; Conversion—Penn State 

(Penn State leads, 24-0);
• 11th minute: Try—Penn State; Conversion—Penn State 

(Penn State leads, 31-0);
• 13th minute: Try—Penn State; Conversion—Penn State 

(Penn State leads, 38-0);
• 14th minute: Try—Penn State; Conversion—Penn State 

(Penn State leads, 45-0).
  
Scoring timeline: Army Black vs. Notre Dame
• 3rd minute: Try—Austin Rutledge; Conversion—Brendan 

Cunningham (Army leads, 7-0);
• 5th minute: Try—Austin Rutledge (Army leads, 12-0);
• 9th minute: Try—Notre Dame (Army leads, 12-5);
• 14th minute: Try—Notre Dame (Army leads, 12-10).
  
Scoring timeline: Army Silver vs. Penn State
• 3rd minute: Try—Jordan Jurosic (Army leads, 5-0);
• 6th minute: Try—Penn State; Conversion—Penn State 

(Penn State leads, 7-5);
• 7th minute: Try—Torran Raby (Army leads, 10-7);
• 9th minute: Try—Penn State; Conversion—Penn State 

(Penn State leads, 14-10);
 14th minute: Try—Jake Lachina (Army leads, 15-14);
 14th minute: Try—Penn State (Penn State leads, 19-15).

S o p h o m o r e 
center Jordan 
Jurosic scored 
the first try of 
Army Silver’s 
19-15 loss to 
P e n n  S t a t e 
S u n d a y  a t 
the Anderson 
R u g b y 
Complex. 
     coUrteSy Photo
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Army salutes season with Black Knight Awards

The individual award winners of the 2017 Black Knight Awards ceremony stand on the stage Sunday at Robinson Auditorium. The Army Athletic Association 
held the Athletic Department’s premier year-end event to honor teams and individuals for their successes throughout the 2016-17 season.               
                Photo coUrteSy of arMy athletic coMMUnicationS

By the Army Athletic Communications

The Army Athletic Association held the 
2017 Black Knight Awards ceremony on 
Sunday night at Robinson Auditorium in 
Thayer Hall. The department’s premier year-end 
event honored teams and individuals for their 
successes throughout the 2016-17 season. 

After finishing the season with an 8-5 
record, defeating Navy for the first time since 
2001 and winning the Zaxby Heart of Dallas 
Bowl, the football program took home the Team 
of the Year award.

In its 10th year of existence, the Black 
Knight Awards honored the best that Army 
West Point's 28 athletic teams had to offer in 
2016-17 in an award-show format similar to 
the ESPY Awards. 

Rich DeMarco, assistant athletic director 
for multimedia and broadcasting, emceed the 
event and guided an audience that included 
West Point Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert  L. 
Caslen Jr., Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. 
Diana Holland, Dean of the Academic Board 
Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb and Army West Point 
Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan.

The night opened with a large group of 
athletes being recognized for being league major 
award winners, scholar-athletes, All-Americans 

and NCAA participants.
The first three awards of the evening 

featured winners with a passion for sport, 
selflessness and giving back.

Junior Jon Rosoff of the baseball team 
collected the Maggie Dixon Inspiration Award 
for fearless competitiveness and love of sport. 

Volleyball senior Olivia Fairfield garnered 
the Gene Uchacz Memorial Award for being 
the epitome of a “team player,” while women’s 
lacrosse senior Shelby Lindsay earned the 
Community Service Award for participating 
in a number of outreach programs, including 
serving as the Community Service Officer of 
Company A-2. 

Women’s swimming and diving senior Kelly 
Hamilton garnered the first-ever Academic 
Excellence Award from Dr. Jon Healy, Director 
of Athletic Academic Support.

The remaining awards were distributed on 
athletic performance alone during the 2016-17 
season. Three finalists for each category were 
highlighted through a video presentation leading 
into each award with the majority including a 
men’s and women’s category. 

The evening followed with awards for 
Rookie of the Year, Yearling of the Year, Cow 
of the Year, Firstie of the Year, Performance of 
the Year and Play of the Year. All of the winners 

were presented with a marble Black Knight 
Award for their accomplishments.

Votes were tabulated using a combination 
of social media, athletic department committee 
and the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee.

2017 Black Knight Award Winners
• Maggie Dixon Inspiration Award
Jon Rosoff (Baseball);

• Gene Uchacz Memorial Award
Olivia Fairfield (Volleyball);

• Community Service Award
Shelby Lindsay (Women’s Lacrosse);

• Academic Excellence Award
Kelly Hamilton (Swimming and Diving);

• Play of the Year
Ahmad Bradshaw’s game-winning 

touchdown vs. Navy (Football);

• Men’s Performance of the Year
Peter Kim (Golf)—Course and league 

record-low 63 at Patriot League Championships;

• Women’s Performance of the Year
Calli McMullen (Track and Field)—

Rookie of the Meet at Patriot League Outdoor 
Championships;

• Men’s Rookie of the Year
Rex Epps (Soccer);

• Women’s Rookie of the Year
Bayleigh Gable (Rugby);

• Men’s Yearling of the Year
Kenneth Brinson (Football / Track & Field);

• Women’s Yearling of the Year
Madison Hovren (Basketball);

• Men’s Cow of the Year
Michael Nguyen (Tennis);

• Women’s Cow of the Year
Carolyn Bockrath (Volleyball);

• Men’s Firstie of the Year
Parker Gahagen (Hockey);

• Women’s Firstie of the Year
Kelly Hamilton (Swimming and Diving);

• Team of the Year
Football.


