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Plebe Recognition
(Above) An upper class cadet supervises plebes from Company A-1 during Day 
1 of the two-day Plebe Recognition Gauntlet April 21. (Left) Plebes participated 
in physical training at the Victor Constant Ski Slope as a part of the fi nale to 
the Plebe Recognition Gauntlet. (Below) Plebes and upperclassmen celebrate 
at the end of the Class of 2020 Plebe Recognition Gauntlet.
Photos by Class of 2017 CaDet austin laChanCe (left anD beloW) anD Class of 2017 CaDet Daniel Gaston
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(Above) West Point Garrison leadership, Commander Col. Andrew Hanson and Command Sgt. Maj. Roderick Taylor, particpate in a ribbon cutting with 
community members and children at the grand opening ceremony of the museum April 21 at the West Point Elementary School during a Month of the Military 
Child celebration. Military children have been part of the USMA Long Gray Line support team since the beginning of the 1800s. Historic records indicate that 
children have been learning at West Point since as early as 1816. Elementary and Middle School students have researched the history of West Point and the 
United States of America and created artifacts representing the years, 1816-2016. Archived photographs of West Point students and teachers from as early as 
1914 are part of the museum’s display in both the elementary and middle schools.                        Courtesy Photo 

West Point celebrates MOMC, children’s history
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MCC—Leaders advise cadets in the stretch run to graduation

Brig. Gen. James J. Mingus, U.S. Army director of the Mission Command Center of Excellence, gives closing remarks 
on April 20, the final day of the MCC.

Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy Class of 2017 
sat in Eisenhower Hall Theatre the night of 
April 19, awaiting yet another milestone 
of their cadet careers. While the Mission 
Command Conference may be less celebratory 
than Affirmation or Ring Weekend, the 38 
days and a butt benchmark provides a crash 
course on leadership for the soon-to-be second 
lieutenants. 

Sponsored by West Point’s Simon Center 
for the Professional Military Ethic, the MCC is 
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.’s 
Capstone Course of Officership and is intended 
to help inspire current and future members of 
the military profession for a lifetime of service 
to the nation.

The two-day conference hosted operational 
representatives from 3rd Cavalry Regiment, the 
101st Airborne Division and the Israeli Defense 
Forces, who all took part as distinguished guest 
speakers, panelists and small-group discussion 
facilitators. 

The theme of this year’s conference was 
“Black Hearts,” a book written by Jim Frederick 
and a MX400 case study focusing on ethics and 
organizational breakdowns within warfighting 
units.

“Mission Command is all about trust and 
that’s the key,” Lt. Gen. Joseph Anderson, 
Deputy Chief of Staff G-3/5/7, said during his 
keynote address. “This is about confidence 
amongst players.”

Throughout his discussion, Anderson 
compared Black Hearts while touching on 
the six Principles of Mission Command; 
Build cohesive teams through mutual trust, 
create shared understanding, provide a clear 

commander’s intent, exercise disciplined 
initiative, use mission orders and accept prudent 
risk.

In discussing Mission Command, Anderson 
told the future officers that in order to build 
trust they must understand themselves, think 

ethically and consider their teams.
“This is not about agendas, please think 

in terms of doing the right things for the right 
reasons, if you think that way, you’ll be better 
off than if you’re trying to accomplish or gain 
something that may not be in the best interest 
of your unit,” he advised.  

Anderson took time to answer cadet 
questions, followed by a social for firsties and 
guests.

The second day of MCC included awards, 
panels, operational unit presentations and small-
group classroom discussions. Panel discussions 
included individuals featured in Black Hearts 
which gave cadets the opportunities to delve 
into the book deeper, and to ask questions.

“I thought it was really interesting how all 
the different leaders up here gave us different 
perspectives on what happened in Black 
Hearts,” Cadet Bradley Morton said. “And I 
think the panel is interesting, the insights and 
the experience that they’re able to give to us in 
such a short amount of time will help us to keep 
building on their experiences and we’ll be able 
to give this to our future units.”

Cadet Kelsey Pittman agreed, noting that 
using Black Hearts will help her when she 
becomes an officer.

“I think it’s a really good case study for us 
to remember and constantly remind ourselves 
that things can go bad if we’re not careful 
from the start,” she said. “The MCC gives us 
a lot of good perspective so that way we can 
think about this panel and the six principles of 
Mission Command that they are trying to get 
us to remember, and to incorporate those into 

our every day job and life.”
After panel presentations and discussing 

Black Hearts and Mission Command in small 
groups, the first class cadets and visitors trickled 
into Robinson Auditorium for closing remarks.

Brig. Gen. Bentzi Gruber of the Israeli 
Defense Forces presented “Ethics in the 
Field,” a presentation highlighting the ethical 
responsibilities of leaders.

In the field, Gruber said, you must ask 
yourself three questions to make sure you’re 
making the right decision when using force: Is 
the force used only to accomplish the mission? 
Is the force used to target the innocent, or 
neutralize the enemy? Is the collateral damage 
proportional to the immediate threat? 

“For me, mission and ethics is the same,” 
he noted, referencing the questions. “Part of 
the mission is to do that whole mission in an 
ethical way.”

Gruber added then in addition to being 
officers and warfighters, “we have to remain 
human beings” and “be sensitive to the crying 
of a baby after the war.”

Finally, the U.S. Army Director of the 
Mission Command Center of Excellence, 
Brig. Gen. James J. Mingus, discussed the two 
components of Mission Command to the firsties.

“You have Mission Command philosophy 
and then you have a warfighting function,” he 
said, noting that you cannot fight wars unless 
you are the master of Mission Command 
philosophy. “It’s really about the profession, 
it’s really about the ethics and values associated 
with it to drive that profession, it’s the leadership 
around that that makes it happen.”

Lt. Gen. Joseph Anderson, Deputy Chief of Staff G-3/5/7, gives his keynote 
address, April 19 in Eisenhower Hall Theatre. Following a question and answer 
session, firsties and guests participated in a social.
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West Point Negotiations Project hosts 
workshop, focuses on relationship building

M a j .  T i m 
M c D o n a l d , 
d i r e c t o r  o f 
the West Point 
N e g o t i a t i o n s 
P r o j e c t , 
d i s c u s s e s 
n e g o t i a t i o n s 
tact ics during 
the eighth annual 
WPNP workshop.   
Photos by MiChelle 
e b e r h a r t / P V 

Story by Michelle Eberhart, Assistant 
Editor, and Class of 2018 Cadet Marcos 
Arroyo

The West Point Negotiations Project 
hosted its eighth annual workshop April 
13-14 in the Jefferson Library Haig Room.  
This year’s conference included cadets and 
midshipmen from 12 military academies and 
ROTC programs along the east coast. 

WPNP is an initiative through the West 
Point Leadership Development Center within 
the Department of Behavior Sciences and 
Leadership. This two-day workshop was started 
in an attempt to bring our nation’s future leaders 
together to equip them with a set of basic and 
vital negotiation skills that may prove very 
useful in their careers as officers and out of the 
military, as civilians. 

Director of the WPNP, Maj. Tim McDonald, 
believes strongly in this mission statement, 
and is well-versed in the practice of principled 
negotiations. During this workshop, he led the 
group through the introduction of principled 
negotiations, encouraging the participants 
to challenge their own assumptions about 
negotiations, learn the seven elements of 
pr inc ip led  negot ia t ion  ( re la t ionship , 
communication, interest, option, legitimacy, 
alternative and commitment), develop a 
systematic measure of success, and learn how 
to apply principled negotiations to real world 
scenarios. 

The information gained during this 
workshop is a two-day condensed version of 
the semester long Negotiations course taught 
through the BS&L Department during the 
regular school year. 

All the information the students learn during 
this workshop will allow them to become better, 
more effective negotiators.

“They are learning about the principled 
negotiation framework and we’re contrasting 

that with other systems of negotiations like 
haggling or positional bargaining,” McDonald 
explained. “So we try to make them aware 
of some of the assumptions they have about 
negotiations going in, which informs how you 
choose to negotiate.” 

Throughout the course of the workshop, 
students were given skills that allowed them 
to create relationships with those they were 
negotiating with. In turn, they built a rapport, 
communicated clearly, rejected some common 
assumptions, and then came to an understanding 

of their counterparts’ interests.  
“You need to have a good relationship,” 

McDonald emphasized.  “Think about working 
something out with your best friend or roommate, 
you have a good relationship so you just tackle 
the problem together.”

In addition, McDonald stressed the vital 
utility of these skills for the workshop’s 
participants.

“For future officers, I think it’s important 
because they’re going to be working with 
noncommissioned officers and Soldiers where 
they can’t just always tell them what to do and 
expect it to be done. They’ve got to try to solve 
a problem with their subordinate units or other 
units that are supporting you,” he said. “They 
got to try to figure out how to get what the U.S. 
Army is asking them to do, in a very good way, 
while simultaneously building a relationship.”

Throughout the workshop, participants 
were instructed through a series of exercises 
and role-playing scenarios, as well as real-
world stories told by guest speakers and 
panel guests that transcend the workshop 
past simply informational lectures to an 
interactive transformational leadership and skill 
development experience. 

Cadet David Santos, a member of WPNP, 
agrees on the practicality of the skills learned 
here. 

“At West Point we focus on leadership, 
we focus on preparing leaders, and one of the 
biggest skillsets that a leader needs is the ability 
to communicate, to be able to communicate 
effectively,” he said. “We call it a negotiation 

but really it’s about communicating with another 
person, building that relationship and ultimately, 
not just gaining your interests, but gaining 
interests on both sides to continue to further 
cultivate that relationship and growth.” 

Santos joined WPNP as a plebe and believes 
that he will use the skills that he’s learned 
throughout the rest of his life, and he feels 
confident that the cohort of participants will feel 
the same at the conclusion of this workshop.

University of Virginia ROTC Cadet Ross 
Johndrow said he will use the steps and 
sequences to work a negotiation back to Virginia 
with him.

“I think it’s important because you’re going 
to be negotiating in all walks of life, throughout 
your life,” he said. “You can’t just walk in to a 
superior’s office and demand something of them 
and expect to get it. You have to explain your 
position, understand theirs and hope to come to 
a situation that satisfies both of your interests. 
Sometimes you can and sometimes you can’t, 
but I think this workshop is going to help us get 
to a positive outcome more frequently.”

By the workshop’s conclusion, the 
participants were equipped with a new skill 
set of principled negotiations added to their 
repertoire. The workshop aims to endow 
participants with a solid foundation of this skill 
in which they can further apply, develop and 
refine as they progress in their career as future 
officers and world leaders. Cadets and officers 
interested in learning more about the West Point 
Negotiation Project are encouraged to visit their 
website at www. westpoint.edu/wpnp.

A Naval Midshipman and an ROTC cadet listen to a speaker during the eighth annual West Point Neotiations Project 
workshop April 13. This year’s conference included cadets and midshipmen from 12 military academies and ROTC 
programs along the east coast.
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities

Women’s Team Handball: The Women’s Black and Gold teams traveled to the University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill April 21-23 to compete in the College National Tournament. 

The Black team (above) went 5-0 on the weekend, defeating UNC 15-12 in the championship 
match to win the Championship. The Black team had an impressive share of scoring, with every 
player on the team contributing goals. 

Captain and Class of 2017 Cadet Dana Robertson earned the Most Valuable Player award 
for the tournament. Class of 2019 goalkeeper Sarah Schwarzman had a standout performance 
in the championship game, making huge saves for the team. 

This young team features two plebes, four yearlings and four cows, all of whom performed 
at an exceptionally-high level this weekend. 

This team will be one to watch as they return with 5 of 7 starters next year, with depth from 

IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES
the sideline and up and coming talent from the Gold team. The Gold team earned third place at 
Nationals with strong performances from Class of 2018 Cadets Anna Motes and Erika Blevins 
and both goalkeepers, Class of 2020 Cadet Corrie Michell and Class of 2019 Cadet Natalie Nepa. 

  
Triathlon: The Army West Point Triathlon team traveled to Tuscaloosa, Alabama April 

21-22 to compete in the USA Triathlon Collegiate National Championships. USAT Nationals 
is the largest collegiate triathlon event in the world with approximately 3,000 competitors from 
over 150 schools represented. 

The Army team had outstanding results with the men’s team placing ninth, the women’s 
team placing 10th and the combined teams placing eighth. The top 10 finish was a significant 
improvement from last year’s 13th place. 

On the individual side, Class of 2018 Cadets Jake Slife and Teresa Groton (below) were 
both in the top 3 amateur finishers in the draft-legal race. Slife was ninth overall and Groton 
finished second overall in the draft-legal event with several professional athletes in the field. 

Because of their finishes, they both earned their professional licenses and can compete as 
professionals in ITU-sanctioned races in the future. Groton also earned second place in the 
woman’s combined category which scored the draft-legal and Olympic races together. 

The team was the second place military team by beating Air Force and Coast Guard and 
being edged out by Navy.
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• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment 
Response Hotline: 845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, Samantha 
Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 
845-938-7479 or email kathryn.hermon@
usma.edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 
845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-
5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri Safford—
call 938-4150 or cheri.k.safford.mil@mail.mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—
call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu.

SHARP 
Resources

Walk-a-Mile raises awareness on sexual harassment, assault
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Community members, staff and faculty and cadets participated 
in the seventh annual Walk-a-Mile for Sexual Harassment and 
Assault Awareness and Prevention Month April 12. The theme 
for this year was “Engaging New Voices” to encourage a wider 
audiences, groups and organizations to take action to promote 
safety, respect and equality and to stop sexual violence before 
it happens. 

Eliminating sexual harassment and assault is the Army and 
West Point’s primary objective and is becoming increasingly 
important since the military operational specialties previously 
closed to women have opened up to women in the last year. These 
specialties include infantry, armor and special ops. 

Since 2008, the Army began the first phase of the Sexual 

Harassment/Assault Response and Prevention program, or 
SHARP, which is an expansion of the original Army program 
Sexual Assault and Prevention Response, or SAPR, which began 
in 2004. Since then, the Army has continued to expand and 
enhance the program to eliminate sexual harassment and assault 
in the Army. The program is included during initial military 
training for Basic Combat Training, Basic Officer Leadership 
Course, the U.S. Military Academy and Reserve Officers’ training 
to establish a safe and effective climate of prevention.

West Point cadets have also become involved in preventing 
sexual harassment/assault with the formation of CASH/A in 
2012-13. The program is cadet-led and cadet-designed with the 
goals of providing education and training resources to the Corps 
of Cadets concerning sexual harassment and assault, eliminating 
sexual harassment/assault within the Corps and developing a 
command climate where everyone feels valued and safe.

One third of sexual assaults begin with sexual harassment, 
which is defined as unwelcomed sexual advances, unwelcomed 
sexual innuendo or requests for sexual favors and other verbal 
or physical conduct that is uncomfortable. Assault is defined 
as sexual contact characterized by use of force, threats or 
intimidation, abuse of authority, or when a victim does not or 
cannot consent.

The damage resulting from sexual assault extends beyond 
the victim. It weakens the health and morale of Soldiers, the 
workplace or university. It breaks the bonds of trust, shatters 
confidence and undermines readiness in the military.

Often, other people are aware that an incident has taken 
place or is taking place but do not get involved. Awareness 
events attempt to get the message across that there are no passive 
bystanders through education and understanding of what sexual 
harassment and assault is and how to identify it.

Pat Dunne, a small arms repairman, walks with his daughters Stephanie and Brianne, April 12 for the 
seventh annual Sexual Assault and Prevention Walk-A-Mile. This year's theme was "Engaging New Voices."
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Africa Symposium brings together cadets, experts
Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The Center for the Study of Civil-Military Operations 
(CSMSO) hosted the fourth Africa Symposium in the Haig Room 
in Jefferson Hall, April 18. The forum is a multi-disciplinary event 
promoting cadet and faculty development with select guests and 
dignitaries to provide valuable insights based on their expertise 
and experiences.

This year’s symposium included a keynote address from 
the third U.S. Army Africa Commander, retired Gen. David M. 
Rodriguez, as well as an expert panel discussion, remarks from 
Ambassador Donald Yamamoto from the Bureau of African 
Affairs, and a cadet poster display.

Dr. Amy Richmond and John Melkon from the Department 
of Geography and Environmental Engineering coordinated the 
seminar with the topic of “Diplomacy, Defense, and Development 
in Sub-Saharan Africa.”

“The goal of the symposium is to get anyone who is interested 
in Africa in the Army, as well as visitors from Bard College, to 
discuss pertinent issues and really focus on Africa,” Richmond 
said.  “We are talking about diplomacy, defense and development 
and whether those three things can be balanced, have they been 
balanced in the past, and will they continue to be balanced in the 
future with a new administration?”

Richmond highlighted the great deal of cadet involvement 
within the CSMSO and African studies program.

“Several of the cadets were involved in a research project in 
Uganda this past summer and they did their senior thesis in the 
research that they did in the country,” she explained. “That work 
was part of a larger research project I oversee looking at water 
vulnerability and household vulnerability in sub-Saharan Africa.”

After the speakers and panel discussion, attendees were given 
the opportunity to explore cadet posters and interact with the 
cadets who completed research on Africa.

“A lot of the information the cadets gathered can really help 
perpetuate the real academic conversation on these topics,” 
Richmond added.

One cadet, Class of 2018 Cadet Matthew Benjamin, completed 
his research on mega cities in dense urban environments. 

“In the context of Africa what this comes down to is there 

is really immense amounts of urbanization, about 3-3.5 percent 
over the past 20 years and projected to continue well into 2050,” 
Benjamin explained. 

Because of this dramatic growth, Benjamin explained that 
Africa is struggling with their rate of development, governance, 
defense and their security.

“There’s no solid police force or military to keep it well under 

control so the Army is realizing we might have to go into these 
areas and help secure these areas, these resources and all these 
other international interests,” he said. “So it’s about gathering 
the data and being able to provide a tool for commanders to 
actually use.” 

Firstie cadets will present their posters again on Project’s 
Day, May 4. 

Class of 2017 Cadet Don Dalisay of the Philippines interacts with visitors, showing them his research 
poster during the fourth Africa Symposium, in the Haig Room, April 18.

Retired Gen. David M. Rodriguez gives the keynote address during 
the fourth Africa Symposium, in the Haig Room, April 18.  Rodriguez 
served as the third commander of U.S. Africa Command.
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Cadets join Order of the Engineer by receiving ring
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

More than 200 engineering cadets majoring in or branching 
into the Civil and Mechanical Engineering, Environmental 
Engineering, Chemical Engineering or Engineering Management 
and Systems Engineering programs were accepted into the Order 
of the Engineer April 13 at Arnold Auditorium by receiving a 
symbolic ring made out of stainless steel. 

The rings were placed on the pinky of the dominant hand 
“So that as they go about their engineering business drafting 
plans, designs and specification, it will clatter along their desk 
to constantly remind them of their solemn obligation to the 
profession and to the society.”

The Order of the Engineer was initiated in the United States 
to foster a spirit of pride, individual integrity and responsibility 
in the engineering profession; to bridge the gap between training 
and practice; and to present to the public a visible symbol 
of identifying the engineer. The Order’s purpose is to cause 
engineers to publicly recognize two basic principles: 1.) That the 
primary purpose of engineering is service to the public and 2.) all 
members of the engineering profession share a common bond.

When inducting members into to Order of Engineers, the 
disaster always talked about and never forgotten when speaking 
about the profession is the Quebec Bridge Disaster. 

The Quebec Bridge collapsed on Sept. 11 1916 for the second 
time due to poor design work and materials. 

The bridge was at one time thought to be one of the most 
advanced in the world, yet had already collapsed under similar 
circumstances in 1907. 

A Dominion Royal Commission investigated the catastrophic 
failure and found the failure solely on the engineer design and 
management of the project.  Even to this day, graduating seniors 
for Canadian universities receive iron rings to remind them of 
this event and the social responsibility they have in the proper 
design and execution of projects.

Russell Chan, senior manager, Systems Engineering 
Corporate Engineering, Technology and Operations Lockheed 
Martin Corporations, was the guest speaker.

Chan spoke about the various types of engineers one can 
move into from another engineering field.

“My undergraduate degree was in mechanical engineering 
and I worked with the B-2 aircraft, Trident 2 FBM missiles and 
space systems and here am I a systems engineer, so there are a 
lot of places where you can go,” he said.

The Order of the Engineer is a solemn obligation to oneself 
to uphold devotion to the standards and the dignity of the 
engineering profession. 

It is an obligation to turn to practical use the principles of 
science and the means of technology to serve humanity by making 
the best use of earth’s precious wealth.

Col. Joseph Hanus, academy professor in the Civil and Mechanical Engineering Department, presents a 
ring to a CME cadet placed on the pinky of the dominant hand, "so that as they go about their engineering 
business drafting plans, designs and specification, it will clatter along their desk to constantly remind 
them of their solem obligation to the profession and to society." The induction ceremony took place April 
13, at Arnold Auditorium.

Russell Chan, senior manager for Systems 
Engineering Coproate Engineering at Lockheed 
Martin Corporation, was the guest speaker at the 
induction of engineering cadets into the Order of 
Engineers, April 13 at Arnold Auditorium. 
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History conducts an Historic Weapons Shoot

The U.S. Military Academy Department of History conducted its annual Historic 
Weapons Shoot April 22 at West Point. During the shoot, cadets fired various 
historic weapons and received a demonstration of weapons technology through 
the ages presented by the West Point Museum.                             
          Photos by Maj. sCot Keith/usMa Pao
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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
Submitted by Family Advocacy Program

Each year in April, the Army observes Child Abuse Prevention 
Month. This year’s theme is “Children Thrive in Safe, Stable and 
Nurturing Homes.” The Family Advocacy Program challenges 
each member of the West Point Community to continue to play 
an active role in keeping our children safe and healthy.  

If you suspect or know of a child experiencing abuse or 
neglect, call the West Point Military Police Desk at 845-938-
3333 and/or the New York State Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-
342-3720.  

For general information about child abuse and neglect, 
contact the Family Advocacy Program at 845-938-3369.

One of the primary goals of the West Point Family Advocacy 
Program is to prevent child abuse and neglect. There are many 
activities through Army Community Service (ACS) geared 
toward creating strong, healthy bonds between our families and 
children. 

Did you know that ACS offers you the opportunity to explore 
parenting through one-on-one classes tailored to the specific 
needs of your family? Did you know that the Family Advocacy 
Program also offers one-on-one classes for anger and stress 
management?  

To find out more or to schedule a class, call Family Advocacy 
at 845-938-3369.  

Did you know that ACS offers you the opportunity to connect 
with other parents in the community while providing your 
children (ages birth through 4 years old) with a safe, unstructured 
play environment?   

Join us at Wee Ones Open Play Group from 9:30-11 a.m. 
every Monday at the Youth Center, Building 500.  

The Family Advocacy Program also offers Wee Read from 
9-10 a.m. on the first and third Thursdays of each month at the 
ACS Resiliency Center, second floor of Building 626 at Buffalo 
Soldier Field. 

Wee Read provides parents the opportunity to introduce 
their children (ages birth through 4 years old) to reading and 
language development.  

We invite you to listen and participate in a book (or two) 
and fun-filled activities that promote speech development and 
learning.

For more details or questions, contact Family Advocacy at 
845-938-3369. Family Advocacy is located in Building 626, 
second floor in the ACS Resiliency Center. 

Office hours are 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays 
(closed all Federal Holidays).

The Big Beam Team
The West Point Big Beam team of (left to right) Maj. Lyle Milliman, Dr. Aaron Freidenberg, Class of 2017 
Cadet Gbenga Olaolorun and Class of 2018 Cadet Evan Pape, conducts its capstone test for submission 
in the Precast/ Prestressed Concrete Institute competition in Mahan Hall, April 19. 
                         Photo by MiChelle eberhart/PV

Did You Know?
If you served in the military and now hold a civilian position, your military time may apply toward your civil service retirement. To buy back your military 
service, you will have to pay a deposit, in most cases 3 percent of your base pay earned during your military service if you are FERS, 7 percent if you are 
CSRS. If the deposit is paid in full within the first three years of being hired as a Federal civilian employee, no interest is owed. If you have been a Federal 
civilian employee for more than 3 years, you can still pay the deposit, but you will owe interest. The sooner you pay the deposit the less interest you will 
have to pay, so the sooner you pay the deposit the better. The Office of Personnel Management now requires Military Service Deposits be paid in full before 
your date of separation or retirement. Since processing time can take up to 6 months, this is not something you can do at the last minute.
You can find more information about military buy back, and the steps for paying your military deposit at FERS employees: https://www.abc.army.mil/
retirements/FERSPost56.htm. CSRS employees at https://www.abc.army.mil/retirements/CSRSPost56.htm.
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#InFocus: SHARP
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

armywp_mlax: AWP Lacrosse supports the It’s On Us campaign by 
wearing jeans on denim day! #itsonus Background: Demin Day was 
orginally triggered by a ruling by the Italian Supreme Court where a 
rape conviction was overturned because the justices felt that since the 
victim was wearing tight jeans she must have helped her rapist remove 
her jeans, thereby implying consent. The following day, the women in 
the Italian Parliament came to work wearing jeans in solidarity with the 
victim. Since then, wearing jeans on Demin Day has become a symbol of 
protest against erroneous and destructive attitudes about sexual assault.

#USMA Social Scene
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
USMA Kosciuszko Memorial Observance and 
Conference 

This year is the “International Year of Thaddeus Kosciuszko.” 
The United Nations bestowed this designation to commemorate 

the 200th anniversary of the death of this world renowned hero. 
The Academy will conduct its annual Kosciuszko Memorial 

Observance Saturday at the Kosciuszko Monument, immediately 
following the Cadet Review. 

The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at 
West Point will hold its annual Kosciuszko Conference from 
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday at the Thayer Hotel. All are invited 
to attend these events. 

For a detailed schedule and information, visit www.
kosciuszkoatwestpoint.org. For additional information, contact 
Steve Olejasz at olejaszs@aol.com.

School Board Elections at West Point Schools
The West Point School Board has announced that an election 

will be held June 2 to fill two vacancies on the Board. Two 
positions will fill two-year terms. Positions will be based on 
number of votes.  

School Board members are actively involved military 
community members who demonstrate interest in one of the 
most vital aspects of our American way of life—the education 
of our young people. We would like to encourage all interested 
community members to submit petitions to run for a position on 
the West Point School Board.  

As of Wednesday, petitions are available in the following 
locations:

• Office of the Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation, Building 681;

• Office of School Liaison, Building 695;  
• School websites/Parent information:
— WPES at http://www.am.dodea.edu/ny_va/westpoint/

elementary;   
— WPMS at  http://www.am.dodea.edu/ny_va/westpoint/

middle.
The completed petition, with the signature of one eligible 

voter, must be returned to the NY&VA DDESS Community 
Superintendent’s Office by Wednesday (May 3), for names to 
be placed on the official ballot.  

School Board members are elected by parents of children 
attending school at West Point Elementary and Middle Schools 
and serve for a two-year term; however, a two-year commitment 
is not required. Voting will take place on June 2 at a location to 
be determined.

If you are interested in running for the School Board and 
would like to contact current board members, call the DSO at 
938-3506 for contact information.

Keepers of the Peace Native American Powwow
The Keepers of the Peace Native American Powwow is 

scheduled for May 7 at Gillis Field House. The schedule of 
events include:

• Noon-1 p.m.—Birds of Prey Performance;
• 1-1:30 p.m.—Grand Entry of Dancers;
• 1:30-3 p.m.—Specialty Dancing;
• 3-4 p.m.—Birds of Prey Performance;

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS• 4-6 p.m.—Specialty Dancing.
There will be Native American food and craft vendors 

available at the event. The event is free. 
All attendees 16 and older must bring photo ID (driver’s 

license, passport or student ID) to enter gates at West Point. All 
dancers are welcome. 

For details, visit http://www.usma.edu/nahf/SitePages/
Home.aspx or contact Lt. Col. Mark Smith at 845-938-3136 or 
mark.smith@usma.edu.

Albert Wedemeyer Strategic Lecture
The CEP will host the second annual Albert Wedemeyer 

Strategic lecture at 12:50 p.m. (Dean’s hour) May 8 at Robinson 
Auditorium. 

This annual event honors the intellectual and strategic 
legacy of Gen. Albert Wedemeyer (USMA Class of 1919), one 
of America’s most significant and under recognized military 
strategists, by bringing to West Point subject matter experts on 
the role of the individual leader in complex operations. 

The lecture is funded by an endowment established by Dr. 
Mark McLaughlin, whose father wrote the definitive biography 
on Wedemeyer. 

The speaker for 2017 is retired CDR Jeff Eggers, a former 
Navy Seal and special assistant to the President on National 
Security Affairs. Egger’s topic will be “Post-Heroic Leadership 
for the 21st Century.”  

Cadets from PL300 and PL360 will be in attendance. To 
RSVP the event, contact Sandi Miller at 938-5318 or Sandi.
Miller@usma.edu.

Vacation Bible School volunteers
Vacation Bible School needs you. This year, we travel to 

Rome to learn about Paul and the early church. Children in 
kindergarten through 11 years old are invited to join us at the 
West Point Elementary School July 31-Aug. 4. 

We anticipate ministering to 160 children, but need your 
help to do so. Volunteers can register at https://vbspro.
events/p/events/9a90a8 by May 30. All onsite volunteers must 
successfully complete a background check and fingerprinting. 
Open registration will begin in June. 

VBS is completely run by volunteers and the number of 
children who can participate is based on the number of onsite 
volunteers. Contact Dr. Joseph Lynch at joseph.lynch@usma.
edu or Amibeth Griffin at WestpointVBS@gmail.com any with 
questions.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 

meets every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at the West Point Post 
Chapel. Childcare is available.  

The evening class meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Chapel. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and check out 
PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC.

Protestant Sunday School
There is a Protestant Sunday School from 9-10 a.m. Sundays 

at the West Point Elementary School.
Adults can choose from multiple class options. Cadets teach 

the Bible to Pre-K through high school students.
There is a nursery drop off at the Chapel Annex starting at 

8:30 a.m., and they can stay through post-chapel service. This  
school is a Chaplain sponsored activity.

For more details, contact Maj. Thomas Menn at Thomas.
Menn@usma.edu.

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For any questions, visit the church website at www.
gracebaptistny.org. 

Hudson Highlands Nature Museum to host evening 
Frog Walk

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum will be hosting its 
popular annual Evening Frog Walk at 7:30 p.m. May 5.  

Join environmental educators at the Museum’s Outdoor 
Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola 
Road, Cornwall, to learn how to identify our local frogs by sight 
and their unique calls. 

Then set out on a guided twilight walk to the wetlands in 
order to test your newly-minted frog identification skills. Wear 
appropriate footwear and bring a flashlight. 

Recommended for adults and families with children ages 
5 and up. There is an admission fee. For details and program 
registration, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Celebrating the life of Col. Thomas Rogers
Col. Thomas Edmund Rogers, USMA Class of 1947, will 

be laid to rest at 1:30 p.m. May 15 at the West Point Cemetery. 
Col. Rogers served for 30 years in the Army and spent 

many of those as a Professor of Mathematics in Thayer Hall.
A reception will follow at the Great Hall in the Herbert 

Alumni Center on Mills Road from 3-5 p.m.
The family invites friends to join them to celebrate his life.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR westpoint.armymwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

CYS Sports Summer Intramurals
Registration begins May 15 for the 2017 CYS Sports Summer 

Intramurals season. 
Open to CYS Services children in grades 5th and up.
All games are free and will be played weekdays from 5-6 

p.m. For more details, call 938-8896.

West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 

children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 
Weekly sessions begin June 12. 

To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime beginning Wednesday. 

For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.

CYS Services need Soccer and Baseball coaches
CYS Sports is looking for coaches for our spring recreation 

soccer and baseball season. 
There will be four divisions for soccer and three divisions 

for baseball. Recreation Soccer will be played Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5-6 p.m. 

Recreational baseball will be played Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5-7 p.m. For details, call 938-8525.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Kids Golf Clinics
Kids Golf Clinics will be held June 16, June 30, July 7 and 

July 28. Children can attend one or all four clinics. 
Children will learn golf skills for the beginner to advanced 

player in a fun setting for ages 7 to 14 year olds. 
There is a minimal fee per child/per clinic. For more details, 

call 938-2435.

Artopia Art Camps 2017
Summer Art Camps will be held at the West Point Arts & 

Crafts Center in June and July from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesdays-
Fridays. The classes teach children to explore, inspire and create. 

Registration opens at 10 a.m. May 9. An art show will be held 
every Friday. Parents provide lunch, drink and snack. There is 
a minimal payment per child/per week. Payment is required in 
full at time of registration. Registration must be done in person. 

For more details, call 938-4812.

Job available
Wanted: Certifi ed and experienced personal trainers at the 

MWR Fitness Center. Motivate and inspire clients. Create your 
own hours. It’s a profi table opportunity. 

For more details, call 845-938-6490

Leisure Travel Services events
• Saturday—Brooklyn, N.Y. Leave West Point at 8 a.m., 

leave Brooklyn at 3:30 p.m. Visit the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
and see the splendid fl owering cherry tree blossom collection. 

Then head over to the Brooklyn Flea Market at the famous 
Smorgasburg. Check out the hipster haven neighborhood called 
Williamsburg;

• May 6—Destination Lower Manhattan. Leave West Point at 
8:30 a.m., leave NYC 3:30 p.m. Where American history started 
for so many and the gateway for the future. Visit the Statue of 
Liberty, 9/11 Memorial, NY Stock Exchange, Brooklyn Bridge 
and so much more; 

• May 9—Broadway Performance “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory.” Leave West Point at 4 p.m., leave NYC at 10 p.m.

There is a minimal fee for transportation with LTS. 
For more details and pricing, call 938-3601.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club May 14 for its traditional Mother’s 

Day Brunch.  Two seatings will be available. 
The fi rst seating at 11 a.m. is in the Pierce Room. The second 

seating at 1 p.m. is in the Grand Ballroom. 
There is a minimal fee for this event. Last day to cancel is 

May 11. To make reservations, call 938-5120.  

Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm offers three- and fi ve-day camps for ages 5 and 

up. Camps are offered for all levels during each week. 
The Morgan Farm instructors will place children in 

appropriate groups based on age, experience and ability. 
The camps run in fi ve-week sessions teaching English and 

Western riding. 
Week one runs June 26-30. Week two runs July 5-7 (three-day 

camp only). Week three runs July 10-14. Week four runs July 
24-28. Week fi ve runs July 31-Aug. 4. 

Registration forms are available at Morgan Farm or online 
at westpoint.armymwr.com. 

For more details, call 938-3926.

Ladies Spring Clinic
Come out to the West Point Golf Course and try one or all  

three of our ladies Spring Clinics. Clinics are held from 10-11 
a.m. Wednesday and May 10 at the Driving Range. 

There is a minimal fee for the clinics. 
Register at golfatwestpoint.com or call 938-2435. 

FOR THE ADULTS

Arts & Crafts April and May classes
New at Arts & Crafts—Pick your own projects. Choose a 

day and time that works for you.
• Today—Pick your own project, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Saturday—Pick your own project, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.;
• May 4—Lil’ Impressionists, 10:30-11 a.m. Let your lil’ 

artist make a big impression. For ages 2 and up; 
• May 11—Mother’s Day Cookies and Canvas Special 

“Owls,” 5-6:30 p.m.;
• May 16—Paint and Wine A Bit, 5-7 p.m. Boots with fl owers 

or without, your choice.
Projects include Canvas painting, featuring many of the Wine 

and Paint and Cookies and Canvas offerings that Arts & Crafts 
has had in the past. Pallet Painting—featuring 4”x24”signs, 
12”x12” signs, 14”x24” signs, and Lazy Susans.

 Make a one of a kind piece for your home or as a gift. Glass 
Fusion—featuring small dishes, ornaments and cheese boards. 

Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 
fee for the classes. 

For more details, call 938-4812.

Korean Traditional Martial Art Soo Bahk Classes
The MWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try the 

traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical 
martial art, which develops every aspect of the self. 

The purpose of Soo Bahk Do is to create a person who is 
free from inner confl ict and who can better deal with the outside 
world. 

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. 

The instructors, a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean 
master instructors. 

There will be free sessions consisting of 50-minute classes. 
The sessions are scheduled for 6:10-7 p.m. today and 5-5:50 

p.m. Friday. 
Space is limited, so sign-up via webtrac. 
Regular sessions will begin in May. For more details, call 

938-6490.

The Bride Wore Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
The Bride Wore Murder Mystery Dinner will take place 

7-10 p.m. Friday. Enjoy an evening of fi ne cuisine, dancing and 
crime at the West Point Club where professional stage, TV and 
fi lm actors are seated around you and you are a part of the show.  

Cocktail hour begins at 7 p.m. with appetizers, cash bar and 
one complimentary drink. Dinner, dessert and the show begin 
at 8 p.m. Make reservations at www.tinyurl.com/japslrl or call 
845-446-5506.

Wilderness First Aid Certifi cation Course
The Wilderness First Aid Certifi cation Course is a two-day 

course with an optional CPR/AED that is scheduled from 8 a.m. 
-5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday at Round Pond Recreation Area. 

The WFA is the perfect course for the outdoor enthusiast or 
trip leader who wants a basic level of fi rst aid training for short 
trips with family, friends and outdoor groups. It also meets the 
ACA and BSA guidelines. 

There is a minimal cost for the course. Register at https://
tinyurl.com/zg2ra68. For more details, call 938-2503.

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble

Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. on May 16 for the 
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. Check-in from 11:30 a.m.-12:45 
p.m. with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. 

There is a minimal entry fee plus applicable greens fee for this 
event. Register at golfatwestpoint.com. For more information, 
call 938-2435.

West Point MWR Softball Leagues Sign-ups
The MWR Softball League will start May 30. The league will 

be played Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at 6, 7, 8 
and 9 p.m. at H-Lot Fields next to the PX by Stony Lonesome. 

Games will run May 30 through the beginning of August. 
Teams will be playing doubleheaders. Deadline for entries 

is May 16. 
For more details and to sign up, call 938-3066.

Strong B.A.N.D.S.
Strong B.A.N.D.S. was created to energize and inspire 

communities Armywide about healthy lifestyles that support 
resiliency. Strong B.A.N.D.S. signifies the importance of 
Balance, Activity, Nutrition, Determination and Strength. 

May is National Physical Fitness and Sports Month. Show 
your support by attending the Strong B.A.N.D.S. events and 
commit to living a healthier lifestyle. 

These Strong B.A.N.D.S. MWR events can be found at 
westpoint.armymwr.com.
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Friday—“Beauty and the Beast,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“The Shack,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Autism Awareness, Sexual Assault 
Awareness & Prevention in April

Keller Army Community Hospital 
recognizes National Autism Awareness 
Month, every Saturday throughout April to 
promote autism awareness, inclusion and 
self-determination for all, and to assure that 
each person with autism spectrum disorder 
is provided the opportunity to achieve the 
highest possible quality of life.

Additionally, every Wednesday throughout 
April, Keller Army Community Hospital 
will recognize Sexual Assault Awareness 
& Prevention Month. We all play a part in 
creating the appropriate culture to eliminate 
sexual assault and requiring a personal 
commitment from all service members at 
every level.  

This year’s theme is ‘Protecting Our 
People Protects Our Mission.’ This theme 
offers numerous opportunities to deliver 
messages that relate to both the individual 

and unit level. 
Each service member—regardless of 

grade—can encourage behaviors that foster a 
climate of dignity and respect, and in doing 
so, help ensure our readiness to complete the 
Army’s mission.  

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of May and June. There will be no 
classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

T h e  M a y  a n d  J u n e  s e s s i o n s 
a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  6 - 9 : 3 0  p . m . 
Wednesday, May 10 and 17 and June 7, 14 
and 21.

For details, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 845-938-3210. 

• Earth Day Open House: The West 
Point Recycling Center will hold its annual 
Earth Day Open House from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Friday. The event will include a Home Depot 
kid workshop sponsored by WPFH. 

• Cinco de Mayo Fiesta: Join us for a 
variety of Mexican foods, beads, goodies and 
crafts for the children May 5. 

The fiesta begins at 3:30 p.m. at 126 
Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Tuesday.

• Yard of the Month: The West Point 
Family Homes will be choosing one home 
every month from May to September with 
yards that are kempt and stands out from 
the rest. 

You can nominate your own yard, your 
neighbor’s, a friend’s or any home on post that 
you feel deserves to be considered. 

Email nominations to jgellman@bbcgrp.
com  by the 25th of each month. 

Winners will receive $25 and the coveted 
“Yard of the Month” sign to display on their 
lawn.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-May 4

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of April 27-May 4
Channels 8/23
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Army Softball completes sweep of Bucknell
Senior pitcher 
Caroline Smith 
p i t c h e d  s i x 
innings and gave 
up only two hits 
during Army West 
Point’s 6-0 victory 
over  Bucknel l 
S u n d a y  o n  
Senior Day at 
the Army softball 
Complex. The win 
completed the 
Black Knights 
sweep  o f  the 
B ison  on  the 
weekend.   
P h o t o  C o u r t e s y 
o f  a r M y  a t h l e t i C 
CoMMuniCations

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Softball team 
completed its sweep of the Bucknell Bison 
with a 6-0 victory Sunday on Senior Day at the 
Army Softball Complex. 

The Black Knights improved to 31-16 on 
the season and 10-5 in the Patriot League, 
while the Bison fell to 23-15 overall and 6-6 
in league play. 

Prior to today’s series finale, Army honored 
seniors Alee Rashenskas, Tyler McKinney, 
Michaela Hoover, Caroline Smith and Kristen 
West, as well as sophomore transfer Kennedy 
Harrison. 

Army highlights and game notes
• Army improves to 57-35 all-time against 

Bucknell;
• The Black Knights allowed just one run 

against the Bison, marking the fewest runs 
Army has given up in a Patriot League series 
since allowing one run against Colgate in 2014;

• Caroline Smith recorded her 10th win of 
the season, reaching double-digit victories in 
all four seasons at West Point;

• Kennedy Harrison extended her hitting 
streak to a team-best six games;

• Michaela Hoover earned the first start 
of her career and made a spectacular diving 
catch in left field to prevent extra bases in the 
first inning;

• Kristen West recorded her fourth hit of 
the season, setting a new single season personal 
best;

• Tyler McKinney appeared in her 176th 
career game in the Black and Gold, scoring a 
run in the sixth inning;

• Alee Rashenskas documented her 215th 
career hit, needing four more to crack the top-
five in Army history. 

• Rookie Katie Ontiveros smashed her 

team-leading third home run in the third inning;
• Emily Ballesteros drove in her 30th 

RBI and slugged her 40th base hit of the year, 
becoming the fourth Black Knight with 40 or 
more hits in 2017. 

Facts and figures
• The Black Knights scored six runs on 10 

hits and were perfect defensively, while the 
Bison were held scoreless on two hits and no 
errors. 

How it happened
• Senior Caroline Smith had her second 

solid outing against Bucknell in as many days, 
coming off a complete game one-hitter from the 
first game of Saturday’s twin bill; 

• She was able to escape an early jam in 
the first inning after allowing a walk and a hit, 
and cruised through the next two innings with 
minimal concern;

• Rookie Katie Ontiveros took a 2-1 pitch 
deep over the right field wall for the first run 
of the ballgame for Army before three straight 
hits from Lacey Swafford, Kennedy Harrison 
and Emily Ballesteros increased that lead to 
2-0. Ballesteros singled up the middle, allowing 
Swafford to score from second;

• The scoring continued in the following 
frame for the Cadets as senior Alee Rashenskas 
plated Ontiveros on a two-out single to stretch 
the advantage to three runs;

• The Army offense was just getting warmed 
up at that point as it doubled its lead in the fifth 
to a 6-0 advantage;

• Ballesteros singled to get the inning started 
before Ashley Yoo roped an RBI double to 
center that scored pinch runner Mae Wadyka; 

• Seniors Kristen West and Tyler McKinney 
entered the game next, with West pinch hitting 
and McKinney taking over for Yoo at second 
base. 

The move would pay off for the Black 

Knights as West singled through the right side 
to provide a first-and-third situation;

• Both seniors would come around to score 
later in the inning as McKinney came home on 
a wild pitch and West scoring on a sacrifice fly 
by Ontiveros;

• That would be all the insurance Smith 
would need as she worked around a pair of walks 
in the sixth before vacating the circle for West 
in the final inning. 

The Houston native retired the Bison in 
order to complete the sweep for Army. 

sPorts
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Gymnastics season comes to an end in NCAA Finals
By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

In front of a crowd of 1,632 people, the 
Army West Point Gymnastics team season 
came to a close when Nathan Goff and Seth 
Cannon competed in the NCAA Gymnastics 
Championships April 22 in Christl Arena.

The two juniors were the sole Black Knights 
to advance to the finals. Goff completed a 
routine of 13.700 on the parallel bars. It was 
the second straight year he had competed in 
the NCAAs.

Cannon turned out a 10.600 on floor 
exercise in his final routine of the year. 

The pair will be back on the Army squad 

next season as part of the veteran group 
returning.

Oklahoma successfully defending its title 
for the third consecutive year leading the field 
with a score of 431.950. 

The Sooners scored 8.25 higher than the 
runner-up Ohio State’s 423.700 followed by 
Illinois (422.100) and Stanford (421.500) 

rounding out the top-four place winners.
Oklahoma won four of six team events 

and crowned two individual winners on floor 
exercise and still rings.

2017 Nissen-Emery Award winner Akash 
Modi was first on the parallel bars with a 
15.300 and championed the all-around with 
an 87.900.

Cartwheel 
Record

(Above) In marking the U.S. Military Academy’s 
hosting of the 2017 Men’s National Collegiate 
Gymnastics Championships, the West Point 
community participated in the Guinness Book of 
World Records attempt at the greatest number of 
people performing three simultaneous cartwheels 
April 20 on the Plain. An endeavor set up by Army 
Gymnastics Head Coach Doug Van Everen (left), 
more than 2,300 people successfully undertook 
the three cartwheels. The attempt included cadets, 
staff and faculty, and school children from West 
Point Schools. The cartwheel effort broke the 
previous mark performed by 690 people, which 
included 14 area Gymnastics Clubs, on the Roberto 
Clemente Bridge in Pittsburgh on June 23, 2014.     
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Saturday

1 p.m.—Women’S LacroSSe vS. LoyoLa 
maryLand, michie Stadium.

tueSday

3:30 p.m.—BaSeBaLL vS. viLLanova, 
douBLeday FieLd.

WedneSday

3:30 p.m.—BaSeBaLL vS. Liu BrookLyn, 
douBLeday FieLd.

may 6
1 p.m.—BaSeBaLL vS. hartFord (dh), 
douBLeday FieLd.

may 6
1 p.m.—men’S LacroSSe vS. notre dame, 
michie Stadium.
**vieW the upcoming army WeSt 
point BLack knightS ScheduLe at 
WWW.goarmyWeStpoint.com/caLendar.
aSpx?vtype=LiSt.

Sports calendar Corps Squad

Men’s Tennis earns back-to-back PL titles

The Army West Point Men’s Tennis team (above) secured the Patriot League Championship title for the 13th time in school history, with a 4-2 win over Navy 
Sunday in Annapolis, Md. This is the second year in a row that the Black Knights have taken down Navy in the championship match.  
                           Photo Courtesy of arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

By Abby Aubart
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Tennis team 
secured the Patriot League Championship 
title for the 13th time in school history, with 
a 4-2 win over Navy Sunday in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

This is the second year in a row that the 
Black Knights have taken down Navy in the 
championship match. 

With the win, the Cadets will get an 
automatic bid into the NCAA tournament.

In doubles action, Sam Lampman and 
Gregory Shannon were the lone pair to get a 
victory, taking down Navy 6-3 at the No. 2 
slot. After doubles action, the Midshipmen 
were up 1-0.

In singles, David Mitchell started the rally 
taking a 6-3, 6-0 victory at the No. 4 flight. 
Next it was the junior Michael Nguyen with a 
7-5, 6-2 victory at the No. 1 position. 

First-year Myles Conlin gave the Black 
Knights a 3-2 lead with a 6-4 straight set 
victory. Lampman secured the match and the 
championship with his 6-2, 7-5 victory at the 
No. 2 singles flight.

Lampman was also named the Patriot 
League tournament MVP.

Results agains Lafayette
Doubles 
1. Greg Durham/Thomas Pecor def. 

Michael Nguyen/Grant Riechmann—7-6 (7-1);
2. Sam Lampman/Gregory Shannon def. 

Zach Jennings/ Gabriel Pilones—6-3;
3. Aries Wong/Krishna Jana def. David 

Mitchell/Michael Sienko—6-3.
 
Singles
1. Michael Nguyen def. Thomas Pecor— 

7-5, 6-2;
2. Sam Lampman def. Aries Wong—6-2, 

7-5;

3. Greg Durham def. Grant Riechmann—6-2, 
6-4;

4. David Mitchell def. Gabriel Pilones—6-3, 
6-0;

5. Myles Conlin def. Zach Jennings—6-4, 
6-4;

6. Matthew Lee vs. Michael Sienko—6-7, 
6-2 DNF.

 
Up Next: Army will be heading to the 

NCAA Tournament, an opponent will be 
decided at a later date.


