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Exhaustion of 
Sandhurst

(Above) U.S. Military Academy cadets from Company I-2 negotiate the 
fi nal event of the 2017 Sandhurst Military Skills Competition April 8 at 
West Point. During Sandhurst, 62 teams representing 12 international 
military academies, four U.S. service academies and eight ROTC programs 
competed in 11 events throughout a 23-mile course. (Right) A Texas ROTC 
cadet low crawls under barbed wire during the Sandhurst Military Skills 
Competition. See pages 10-11 for story and photos on Sandhurst. 
                   Photos by MaJ. sCot keith/usMa Pao (aboVe) and MiChelle eberhart/PV (right)
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Men’s Boxing secures 8th National title, Women take title
By Maj. Will Kobbe
DPE Instructor/Boxing Coach

Resilience, grit and determination are a 
few of the many attributes necessary to be an 
effective combat leader and Army officer. All 
three happen to define the brotherhood of the 
Army West Point Men’s Boxing team.  

Throughout the past nine years, the Army 
West Point Men’s Boxing team has claimed 
seven National Collegiate Boxing Association 
(NCBA) national titles. Coach Ray Barone and 
the team have set this standard, anything less is 
considered a failure.  

The team ends every session with “Road to 
Eight,” signifying the gold standard, a national 
championship. 

Army West Point hit gold by taking the 
NCBA team title again and three individual titles 
April 6-8 in Lawrenceburg, Indiana.

Sophomore Carlan Ivey (125 pounds 
and two-time national champ), junior Chris 
Bingham (195 pounds) and senior Matt 
Whitcomb (heavyweight) earned individual 
titles with the National Championship coming 
down to the last fight with Whitcomb beating 
a Navy boxer. The Air Force Academy placed 
second.

The Army West Point Women’s Boxing 
team also earned a national championship.  
Sophomore Ejakhianaghe Obiomon won at 
165 pounds to take the national champion belt.

The path to the men’s team’s eighth national 
championship began immediately following the 
conclusion of the AY15-16 run at number seven. 

Prior to the team’s summer departure to 
various locations for USMA military training, 
time at home or military schooling, the team 
gathered for one last huddle.  

Cadet Team Captain Curtis Estes, the 
defending 165-pound national champion, 
reminded the team that national titles are won 
in the months leading up to competition.  

Additionally, he ensured the team members 
that no slot is guaranteed and to expect to come 
ready to compete in August for a roster position.  

August brought a new crop of cadets willing 
to participate in open competition.  

The team selected 60 of 120 applicants, 
some elected not to finish tryouts, as the 
intensity and conditioning can be overbearing.  

The team is mostly comprised of plebes 
and yearlings who understand their role. For 
most, they will not be the number one boxer 
representing the team in the regional and 
national competition.  They willingly accept this 
position, working tirelessly in the shadows to 

sharpen the skills of the veteran boxers.  
Throughout the next four months, the 

captains monitored the progress of each 
individual hoping to determine the boxers who 
will represent the Academy at the Regional 
Tournament. 

The team must endure an internal 
competition to finalize the 11 weight classes. 

Beginning in January, cadets conducted 
preliminary bouts in Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center whittling the field to two 
per weight class.  

The competition to determine the regional 
team is known as the Brigade Boxing Open, 
which has been a staple of West Point for 61 
years.  

Through BBO to the regional finals held 
at Lock Haven University, the team fought to 
Lawrenceburg. 

Entering the final evening’s competition, 
Army West Point held a point advantage over 
the U.S. Air Force Academy in the overall team 
component. 

The following was each West Point boxer’s 
final results:  

• 119 pounds—Freshman Isiah Ortiz fought 
valiantly as an underdog against the defending 
National Champion from USAFA. Ortiz, who 
has boxed for only six months, but forced the 
judges to decide a close fight. The team could 
not be more proud of his efforts. Air Force 
held team advantage, AWP sat in second after 
the bout.

• 125 pounds—Ivey secured AWP’s first 
National Individual Champion of the evening. 
Ivey added to his trophy collection with his 
second belt. AWP regained number one position 
after his bout.

• 132 pounds—Sophomore Vonn Grant 
demonstrated an incredible amount of skill and 
determination to win his two preliminary bouts 
heading into the finals. Grant dropped a highly-
contested split decision in the finals.  

Team Air Force regained the top spot after 
winning the 139-pound class. Army had to wait 
until the final two bouts to earn much needed 
points. Prior to the 195-pound contest, Army 
sat in third place behind the USAFA and the 
University of Washington. Then, the ultimate 
Cinderella story began ...

• 195 pounds—Bingham is the ultimate 
Cinderella as his placement as the 195 
representative happened weeks earlier due to 
injuries. Bingham served as the MC for the 
Brigade Open, now the team title rested on his 
shoulders.  

To complete the story book ending, the 
opponent happened to be a three-time defending 
national champion. The odds were not in Army’s 
favor. Bingham paid no attention and used his 
quickness to delivery striking blows while 
moving about the ring, frustrating his opponent. 
Bingham secured the belt with a unanimous 
decision. The team was now in second with 
USAFA in first.  

• Heavyweight—The final bout, Whitcomb 

is a giant of a man. Standing over 6’5” and 
265 pounds, the former football player had the 
weight of 59 brothers on his broad shoulders.  

To make this story complete, Whitcomb 
was fighting a boxer from the Naval Academy.  

The first round could not have been more 
one sided, as the Navy boxer imposed his will 
on Whitcomb.  

Coach Barone reiterated to Whitcomb that 
Navy was trying to take what was rightfully 
Army’s, the whole season, the hours of pain 
would be decided in the next 90 seconds.  

Inspired to find something within, he 
charged ahead, securing two standing eight 
counts. With little to no technique, Whitcomb 
continued to throw devastating punches at the 
Navy fighter.

The official seeing the onslaught of lefts and 
rights called the fight one minute into the second 
round. Whitcomb leapt into the air and the team 
embraced each other as their eighth National 
Championship had been secured.  

Three individual titles, one team title, 
mission accomplished; the “Road to Eight” 
was complete.

The jubilant team posed for pictures and 
accepted the team title. 

As they have become accustomed to doing, 
they met in the middle for one last break down. 
Estes lead the team in shouting “Road to Nine!”

(Editor’s note: A Women’s Boxing story 
on their national championship will be in next 
week’s Pointer View.)   

The Army West Point Men’s 
Boxing team (left) took the 
NCBA team title again and three 
individual titles April 6-8 in 
Lawrenceburg, Ind. Sophomore 
Carlan Ivey (125 pounds and two-
time national champ), junior Chris 
Bingham (195 pounds) and senior 
Matt Whitcomb (heavyweight) 
earned individual titles with 
the national championship 
coming down to the last fight 
with Whitcomb beating a Navy 
boxer. The Air Force Academy 
placed second. The Army West 
Point Women’s Boxing Team also 
earned a national championship.  
Sophomore  E jakh ianaghe 
Obiomon won at 156  pounds to 
take the national champion belt. 
          Courtesy Photos
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Plebes listen to personal historical insight by author Otsuka
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Author Julie Otsuka spoke to the Class 
of 2020 about her first novel, “When the 
Emperor Was Divine,” about the internment of 
a Japanese-American family during World War 
II, April 6 at Robinson Auditorium. 

The book was read by Class of 2020 cadets 
who were enrolled in EN102 this semester. The 
class had the opportunity to listen to Otsuka’s 
account of how she came to write the novel, 
especially on that particular subject.

Otsuka was born and raised in California, 
studied arts as an undergraduate at Yale 
University and pursued a career in painting 
before turning to writing fiction at the age of 30. 

Two months after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066 ordering all Japanese-
Americans to evacuate the West Coast which 
resulted in the relocation of approximately 
120,000 people, many of whom were American 
citizens, to one of 10 internment camps located 
across the country. This order did not apply 
to Hawaii or to those of German and Italian 
ancestry.

Otsuka said that many Japanese Americans 
felt a great deal of shame for being rounded up 
for being disloyal and writing her book was a 
way to deal with the feelings she had on this 
subject as it hit close to home.

Much of the novel is based on Otsuka’s own 
family history. Her grandfather was arrested 
in California where Otsuka’s family lived by 
the FBI as a suspected spy for Japan after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Her mother, uncle and 
grandmother spent three years in an internment 
camp in Topaz, Utah.

The novel was divided into chapters for her 

Plebes enrolled in EN102 course attended a lecture April 6 by Julie Otsuka, author of “When the Emperor was Divine,”a 
book the plebes have read in the class. The book is based on Otsuka's own family history: her grandfather was arrested 
by the FBI as a suspected spy for Japan the day after Pearl Harbor was bombed. Her mother, uncle and grandmother 
spent three years in an internment camp in Topaz, Utah.
grandmother, mother, brother and father where 
Otsuka brings their own perspective of living in 
the Japanese internment camps into the story. 

Most of the information for her novel was 
received through conversations with her mother 

who, even as she was suffering from a form of 
dementia, was able to recall memories of World 
War II and her internment at the age of 10. 
Otsuka also had some of her grandfather’s and 
grandmother’s letters they wrote to each other 

while in the various camps. 
Her grandfather was in three different camps 

during World War II.
“My mother was an inspiration for my 

novel,” Otsuka said. “For years I would be 
having conversations with her and she would 
end by saying, ‘The FBI will check on you again 
soon.’ There would be a click and she would 
hang up without saying goodbye. She never 
really did say why she signed off that way. It 
wasn’t until I began to write my novel that I 
realized that the FBI had tapped the phone of 
my mother and others during the war.”

“I was struck by her memory of World 
War II,” Otsuka said. “I spoke to her about 
the containment camps and everything I have 
written was of my mother’s memory of her 
mother.”

The novel was assigned for the EN102 
course who are generally assigned one or more 
books to read as a class.

“This year we assigned, ‘When the Emperor 
Was Divine,’ as the common text,” Lt. Col. 
Jeffrey Gibbons, Academy Professor in the 
English and Philosophy Department said. “The 
general concept for EN102 this year was 
to consider the concepts of individual and 
national identities and how those two concepts 
develop, evolve and intersect and potentially 
conflict. More specifically, I decided to assign 
Julie Otsuka’s book as way of challenging the 
plebes to consider ideas of history and cultural 
narratives, as well as the many ways that the 
history and legacy of Japanese American 
internment continue to inform the present day.”

A plebe enrolled in EN102 course asks a question during a lecture by Julie Otsuka, author of “When the Emperor was 
Divine,” a book the plebes in the class have read. 
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Cadets attend STAR, STEM outreach in Orlando
By Lt. Col. Melissa Eslinger 
Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science

An interdisciplinary team of cadets and 
faculty attended the Symposium for Technology 
and Robotics (STAR) in Celebration, Florida 
from April 2-4. STAR, in its fifth year, is 
endowed by members of the USMA Class 
of 1995. STAR strives to inspire students to 
enter Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) fields. This jam-packed 
event included a STEM Roundtable Dinner, 
robotic surgery training at the Nicholson Center, 
outreach to Celebration High School, and visits 
to the Army Research Lab-Orlando.

The symposium afforded cadets from 
six fields of study including life science, 
physics, inter-disciplinary science, computer 
science, mechanical engineering and electrical 
engineering the opportunity to conduct the 
cutting-edge training and outreach. The faculty 
nominated cadets for positions on the team 
who were recognized performers within their 
particular academic concentrations. The team, 
led by Lt. Col. Melissa Eslinger and Lt. Col.
Timothy Hill from the Department of Chemistry 
and Life Science, immersed students in 
medical terminology, simulations and practical 
applications in the human cadaver lab.

The STAR concept originated with former 
Armor officer Peter Carnegie (USMA ‘95), who 
is the CEO of Minimally Invasive Solutions 
(MIS). His company develops protocols to train 
Cardiothoracic Surgeons in the repair of mitral 
valves, aortic valves and coronary artery bypass 
using the Da Vinci surgical robot. 

Following arrival in Celebration, Florida, the 
cadets were invited to a roundtable discussion 
over dinner with premier experts across several 
fields. 

These experts were selected to demonstrate 
how STEM studies in college can translate into 
a variety of career fields. The ultimate goal, as 
Carnegie stated, was to experience medicine 
in new ways to “find your passion that will last 
a lifetime.” 

A special guest, Dr. Rita Finley, assistant 
dean from Morehouse School of Medicine, 
spoke with cadets on how to present themselves 

as competent scientists and budding clinicians 
during medical interviews. 

Her experiences illustrated how Morehouse 
narrows a pool of 7,000 applicants to 100 
positions. She imparted to the cadets that beyond 
studying biology, chemistry or physics, the most 
important thing is to become problem solvers. 
Her colleague, Dr. Mark House, discussed 
curriculum and educational research to “go 
beyond teaching what is already known.” 

Both articulated the necessity of retaining 
an “A”rtistic approach and placing an “A” in 
STEM to make “STEAM” successful. Dr. Nak 
Kazigo (USMA ‘95) discussed the importance 
of building relationships with professors 
and investing in the future to give-back to 
subsequent STEM cohorts. Matt Kelly and 
Kevin McGowan discussed how their paths in 
sales and finance led them to training surgeons 
in the operating room. Together, these experts 
inspired cadets to consider options in traditional 
and non-traditional STEM paths. 

The Nicholson Center in Celebration is a 
cutting-edge facility where clinicians train on 
robotic-assisted surgeries. 

On the second day, Anthony Nicholson, 
benefactor of the training center, addressed 
cadets and the STAR audience as he emphasized 
the importance of communication and 
continuing STEM education. He encouraged 
and extolled the cadets by reminding them that 
it is technologies such as using sound waves to 
remove tumors, or eliminating tremors, or using 
simulations and robots to train surgeons that will 
directly translate to improved patient outcomes. 

This training partnership also extends to 
Chris Prentice (USMA ’92), the CEO of Mazor 
Robotics. Mazor brought neurosurgery and 
spinal repair training aspects to the conference. 
A long-time supporter of cadet training, Todd 
Larson, introduced cadets to simulators where 

surgeons practice skills on robotic manipulation 
through a series of tasks. Cadets were able to 
compare their performance and hone skills 
relative to practicing physicians. 

Simultaneously, Kazigo and Carnegie led 
cadets through robotic assisted mitrovalve 
replacement and cardiac by-pass procedures in 
the cadaver labs. For several cadets, these efforts 
either reinforced their resolve in medicine or 
introduced them to new paths in science and 
industry. 

Beyond pre-med students, STAR offers 
training in engineering and technical aspects. For 
cadets interested in the technology associated 
with medical devices, Kelly, a former Army 
officer working with Abbott Vascular, discussed 
the engineering behind medical stents. He 
compared previous and current biomaterials and 
designs used for various types of stents. 

An international member, Chris Lo (USMA 
’95) brought his insights into information 
management and data analytics he has honed 
while working in the private sector in Singapore. 

On the final day, cadets visited the Army 
Research Lab Orlando where Col. Harold 
Buhl introduced the hierarchy of Research and 
Development Command and the Acquisition 
pathways. 

The mission of ARL-O is to cultivate early 
ideas to discover and innovate concepts to 
support Warriors and transition them to the 
Project Managers at Army Materiel Command.  
Cadets interacted with medical models and 
simulators used in casualty training. These 
models are capable of movement with realistic 
tissues for assessing intravenous need placement 
and trauma response under stress. Cadets 
were also introduced to Augmented Reality 
Enhanced Simulations via sandtables and MK19 
Simulators. 

These devices can facilitate training of 

personnel under realistic conditions.
Brig. Gen. William Cole (USMA ‘87), 

Program Executive Officer for Simulation 
(PEO-STRI), spoke with cadets on how to 
leverage technology and simulations and 
addressed questions about the acquisition 
processes. The afternoon concluded with a 
visit to the National Center for Simulation 
with USAF Retired Lt. Gen. Tom Baptiste, 
President National Center for Simulation, and 
Dr. Mike Macedonia, DOD National Science 
Board and University of Central Florida, who 
spoke on several active areas of research to bring 
technology to troops to improve the human/
robot teams. 

Whether this experience inspires future 
capstone projects or stimulates pathways 
toward creating augmented reality tools to 
benefit Soldiers, as Cadet Maya Kuang put it, 
“interacting with the forefront of simulations and 
medicine has further solidified my fascination 
regarding STEM fields.” 

These discussions provided cadets 
practical experience and direct access to 
mentors within their various specialties. In 
particular, these future efforts are designed to 
focus on collaborations within the Veterans 
Administration, the Department of Defense, as 
well as research and technical entities interested 
in improving the health of Soldiers. 

The efforts of the STAR committee 
reinvigorated cadets’ interests in their fields of 
study by the use of nascent tools and technology 
that is grounded in the STEM materials they 
experience in the classroom. 

After a day of cardiothoracic and spinal 
surgery, time on the robotic surgery simulation, 
surgical planning software and augment reality 
training options, the cadets returned with 
renewed dedication gained from this once-in-
a-lifetime experience.

(From left to right) Class of 2019 Cadet Jacob Fryer, Kevin McGowan, Class of 2018 Cadet Nicholas Mcniffe, Class 
of 2018 Cadet Johan Blas, Class of 2018 Cadet Louis Kurcz, Class of 2019 Cadet Halle Kotchman, Jess Schwarz and 
Class of 2019 Cadet Kenny Lee prepare for robotic assisted surgery at the Nicholson Center April 2-4.     Courtesy Photos

Cadets uti l ize Mazor Robotics 
Technology and imaging to perform 
spinal pre-surgical planning at the 
Nicholson Center April 2-4.
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities

Debate: The West Point Policy Debate team participated in the 71st annual National 
Debate Tournament at University of Kansas March 23-27. There were 156 students and about 
47 schools that competed. 

Each debate team deliberated, on either the affirmative or negative, the resolution of whether 
or not the United States Federal Government should implement a domestic climate control policy 
that significantly reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 

Class of 2017 Cadet Quanzel (Quanzie) Caston and Class of 2019 Cadet Isabella Minter 
finished with a combined 4-4 record at the tournament. They had to qualify at regionals, which 
was held at West Virginia University, to earn a spot at NDT. 

Caston was also named an All-American debater for his speaking and debating ability.
   
Climbing: The Army West Point Climbing club took seven cadets to the Shawagunks 

Mountain Range in New Paltz, New York, April 8 to participate in a day of outdoor climbing. 

IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES
Cadets on the trip included six club members and one cadet from the rock climbing lifetime 

sport class. 
In the morning, the group set up various routes in the Trapps region of the Shawagunks 

Mountain Range. 
Building on the technical foundations learned in the indoor climbing gym, cadets were able 

to practice rappelling and perform top rope climbs outdoors under the supervision of senior 
team members and OICs/coaches.  

Utilizing traditional climbing systems, placing gear and building anchors, Class of 2018 
Cadet Daniel Luna and Class of 2019 Cadet Angus Paradice performed multi-pitch climbs with 
Capt. Dave Leydet and Capt. Sam Perlick as their partners.

Members of the climbing club Class of 2019 Cadets Jack Roche and Jared Ells, Class of 
2018 Cadet Gabriel Bann and Class of 2020 Cadet Ian Navarro were able to gain experience 
with outdoor rock climbing practicing on routes at levels 5.4-5.12. Class of 2020 Cadet Brandon 
Paglione was also able to improve his climbing skills and get exposure outdoor climbing 
systems.  
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Displaying 
Old Glory at 
Opening Day
U.S. Military Academy cadets present the American 
Flag Monday for the New York Yankees opener 
against the Tampa Bay Rays at Yankee Stadium.  
Photos by MiChelle eberhart/PV (aboVe) and Frank deMaro/usMa 
Pao (leFt)



7April 13, 2017Pointer View  

A cadet team is hard at work during the 
17th annual Cyber Defense Exercise 
Monday-Friday. The cyber exercise 
was developed by the National Security 
Agency with an exercise challenge 
involving all the military academies 
designed to teach students how 
to protect and defend the nation's 
information systems. During the 
exercise, the cadets build a network and 
must defend it from the "Red Team," 
or NSA and Department of Defense 
personnel, who will launch attacks on 
the system. West Point has earned the 
National Security Agency-Director's 
Trophy eight times out of the 16 years 
the exercise has been running. See next 
week’s Pointer View for the final results.
     Photo by kathy eastwood/PV

CDX under 
way, results 
on Friday
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• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment 
Response Hotline: 845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, 
Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—
call 845-938-7479 or email kathryn.
hermon@usma.edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—
call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.
marsh@usma.edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-
938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri 
Safford—call 938-4150 or cheri.k.safford.
mil@mail.mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—
call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu.

SHARP 
Resources

The Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science hosted induction ceremonies for the Institute 
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers Eta Kappa Nu 
(IEEE-HKN, photo left), the honor society for electrical 
engineering, and Upsilon Pi Epsilon (UPE), the 
honor society for computer science and information 
technology, in the Black, Gold and Grey Room of the 
Cadet Mess Hall March 31. The guest speaker for this 
year’s joint induction ceremony was Col. Barry L. 
Shoop, head of the Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science and the 2016 President of 
The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers. 
Shoop spoke to the significance of induction into 
these two academic honor societies and highlighted 
the importance of honor societies and organizations 
such as the IEEE and the Association for Computing 
Machinery (ACM), in the advancement of knowledge 
and standards in their respective disciplines. Cadets 
inducted into the two honor societies ranked in the 
top 25 percent (for the Classes of 2018 and 2019) or 
the top 33 percent (for the Class of 2017) of students in 
their fields of study.  The cadets inducted this year into 
HKN were Class of 2017 Cadets Alejandro Alderete and 
Hannah Grosso; and Class of 2019 Cadets Benjamin 
Baumgartner, Jared Fritz, Dalton Stahl and Nathan 
Zavanelli. The Cadets inducted into UPE were Class of 
2017 Cadets Simon Knapp, Jennifer Niemann and Jacob 
Weiss; and Class of 2018 Cadets Andres Alejos, Lucas 
Cobb, Spencer Drakontaidis, Kyle Fauerbach, Cole 
Kunze, André Michell, Connor Mullen, Nikolay Shopov, 
Michael Stanchi, Hannah Whisnant, Tyler Wilton and 
Gabriel Yarbrough. Maj. Jason Hussey, an instructor in 
the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science, was also inducted into UPE.       
                      Photo by Class oF 2017 sean deaton

IEEE-HKN and UPE induct cadets

With the support of West Point Family Homes, a free basic photography class 
was offered to residents of WPFH March 25. Nearly 20 people participated in the 
course and brought food items, which were donated to the Salvation Army Food 
Pantry of Newburgh. The class was co-led by local West Point photographers 
Sarah Morrison, Susan Kruger and Michelle Garayua and covered basic 
principles of photography such as using the ISO, f-stop and shutter speed to 
achieve proper exposure of images. The instructors encouraged participants to 
view photography as an opportunity to capture the beauty of the military life in 
pictures—and share these memories with generations to come. Furthermore, 
participants were encouraged to use photography as a means of connecting 
with their community through volunteerism, creative professional collaboration 
and sharing the stories of others in a meaningful way.              Courtesy Photo

Learning the basics
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World War I exhibit opens at Arlington
By Don Wagner 
Army News Service

ARLINGTON, Va.—Just days before the 
100th anniversary of the U.S. declaration of 
war, Arlington National Cemetery celebrated 
the opening of a World War I exhibit March 31 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“For the past 24 months, Arlington National 
Cemetery and the American Battle Monuments 
Commission have teamed together to create an 
exhibit remembering the First World War,” said 
Chris Warren, Arlington National Cemetery 
historian, adding that the collaborative expertise 
and resources of both organizations created the 
exhibit “to honor the service and legacy of all 
those who served during the Great War.”

The exhibit covers everything from the 
arrival of the U.S. forces on the battlefield to 
the advances in military technology used in the 
war. Placed throughout the roughly 500-square-
foot exhibit, which is located in the lobby of the 
cemetery’s Welcome Center, are 15 displays 
with thematic panels that play video and display 
photographs and artifacts from the war.

One display covers the role of African-
Americans and women during the war. Another 
features the repatriation of fallen service 
members back to the U.S and their burial at 
Arlington National Cemetery. Yet, another 
shares historical milestones in the creation 
of American Battle Monuments Commission 
cemeteries abroad.

“This is the first time Arlington National 
Cemetery has created a large-scale thematic 
exhibit in the Welcome Center,” Warren said. 
“This exhibit educates our visitors not only on 
the history of (Arlington National Cemetery)
but also on how a specific conflict changed the 
very nature of commemoration in the United 

States. Visitors will learn how the First World 
War affected the American public and how the 
aftermath of the Great War still influences us 

today.”
More than 30,000 U.S. casualties of World 

War I are buried in American Battle Monuments 

Commission cemeteries overseas, he said. 
Nearly 5,000 American casualties are buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery.

“I feel that the transformed Welcome Center 
will serve as a reminder to veterans and their 
loved ones that their efforts are forever honored 
and will impress upon visitors the greatness of 
the sacrifice American service people endure 
for this country’s freedoms,” said Grace Lane, 
American Battle Monuments Commission 
contractor and project coordinator. “The new 
exhibit ... instilled within me a deeper sense of 
gratitude toward American heroes.”

Participating in the ribbon-cutting were 
Roderick Gainer, Arlington National Cemetery 
curator; Karen Durham-Aguilera, executive 
director, Army National Military Cemeteries 
and Arlington National Cemetery; Robert 
Dalessandro, acting secretary, American Battle 
Monuments Commission and Alec Bennet, 
American Battle Monuments Commission 
historian.

The Arlington National Cemetery averages 
approximately 3 to 4 million visitors a year, 
according to Warren. So he predicts the exhibit 
will become one of the most visited World War 
I displays in the U.S.

A group of 55 students from South Creek 
Middle School in Shawnee, Oklahoma, were 
among the first visitors to arrive to view the new 
exhibit March 31. 

The exhibit will run through November 
2018.A visitor observes the World War I exhibit located at the Welcome Center at Arlington National Cemetery, Va. 

A young traveler looks at the World War I exhibit located at the Welcome Center at Arlington National Cemetery, Va., 
March 31. The exhibit had a ribbon-cutting ceremony earlier that morning.                 Photos by sgt. Jose a. torres Jr.



10 11APRIL 13, 2017APRIL 13, 2017

  

IN FOCUS: SANDHURST 2017

Sandhurst 2017Sandhurst 2017

Cadets paddle in a Zodiac during the water crossing event at the 2017 Sandhurst Military Skills Competition April 8 at West Point.      PHOTO BY MICHELLE EBERHART/PV

Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Six ty- two  teams  represen t ing  12 
international military academies, eight ROTC 
programs and four U.S. service academies 
assembled at West Point for the 2017 Sandhurst 
Military Skills Competition at West Point April 
7-8.

Since 1967, competitors from around the 
world have competed for the highly-acclaimed 
Reginald E. Johnson Memorial Saber and this 
year was no exception. 

In previous competitions, West Point has 
been represented by 36 teams, one for each of 
the cadet comapnies. 

This year, the Academy added two more 
teams to competition.

West Point’s Black and Gold teams were 
added to combine the most competitive 
cadets into two teams to represent the entire 
U.S. Military Academy as West Point’s elite 

U.S. Military Academy Black team wins Sandhurst U.S. Military Academy Black team wins Sandhurst 
Competition, Gaynor wins Inaugural Surdyke AwardCompetition, Gaynor wins Inaugural Surdyke Award

Sandhurst contenders. 
“These teams were hand picked,” Sgt. 1st 

Class Robert Puckett, Tactical Noncommissioned 
Offi cer in Charge of the Black and Gold teams, 
explained. “While it is a volunteer basis with 
the Sandhurst teams within the companies, 
the Black and the Gold teams had tryouts 
specifically for the team, so they did some 
extensive physical training and we’ve also taken 
into consideration their accomplishments in 
academics and physical aspects at West Point. 
These cadets are some of the brightest here at 
the Academy.”

The 24 selected cadets used obstacle course 
racing as a guide for training while combining 
Sandhurst specific workouts, shooting and 
Black vs. Gold competitions to simulate the big 
Sandhurst competition. 

In addition, a combination of the Black and 
Gold team members recently traveled to an 
international competition in Chile, where they 
placed second out of 14 teams. 

“They travel a lot and they work out a lot, 
I would say 90 percent of the training they’ve 
conducted, they’ve done on their own without 
any supervision or any outside interference, 
they’ve taken it upon themselves and shown 
initiative in everything that they’ve done,” 
Puckett added, before the Sandhurst kickoff 
Friday morning. “They absolutely want to win 
this thing.”

Class of 2017 Cadet Cole Witter, Gold team 
leader, said being part of an elite squad has 
pushed him and his teammates to be their best.

“Being on the Gold team has been a really 
interesting experience,” he said. “We’re from all 
over the Corps, but it’s been a great experience 
because everybody is super motivated, we all 
volunteered to do this and it just makes the 
attitude completely different.”

Throughout the morning and afternoon April 
7, all 62 teams had their rucksacks checked, then 
lined up at the start line, four teams at a time. 
From there, they would complete fi ve events 

over the course of 12.5 miles, hoping to meet 
their bivouac times, get some rest, perform 
some night events and continue the challenge 
on day two.

On the second day, teams had fi ve more 
tasks to complete through 10.8 miles of terrain, 
and eventually cross the long-awaited fi nish 
line. 

As each team ran into the fi nish line April 8, 
cheering squads fi lled the area. Unlike a typical 
race, however, winners are not determined until 
event results are in for all teams. 

“Honestly, I had no idea we had won until 
they announced it,” Black team squad leader 
Cadet Daniel Gaynor, said. “There are always 
rumors, but you can never put too much weight 
into them.”

Gaynor, who is also the head of military 
skills for Obstacle Course Racing team, says 
being a part of this year’s Sandhurst team built 
an unparalleled cam araderie. 

“Many people suspected that an ‘all-star’ 
team such as ours wouldn’t be able to build 
cohesion, but that could not be further from the 
truth. Both teams are extremely tight knit,” he 
explained. “Specifi cally referencing the Black 
team, everyone had low points in the competition, 
I personally had a 1.5-mile period where I hit my 
wall on day two and without my team I would 
never have been able to push forward. We got each 
other through with positivity and none of us feared 
anything more than letting each other down. We 
weren’t concerned with winning half as much as 
we were with being able to look each other in the 
eyes after the competition and knowing that we 
gave it all. We did.”

Perhaps Gaynor’s team-fi rst attitude is the 
reason he won the inaugural Tom Surdyke 
Leadership Award. 

The Tom Surdyke Leadership Award is in 
memory of Cadet Thomas Surdyke who died this 
past summer from injuries sustained while saving 
the life of a person who was drowning. 

Surdyke was a member of the Company B-4 
Sandhurst team and his parents presented Gaynor 
the award.

“I considered Tom a little brother. He was 
in my squad when I was the B-4 squad leader. I 
miss him a lot, and I was crying while they were 
introducing his award,” Gaynor said, noting he 
was shocked when he received the award. “I owe 

the honor of receiving Tom’s award to my team. 
When we fi nalized the roster for the Black team 
back in February, the fi rst thing we did was visit 
Tom’s grave and dedicate this year to him. We ran 
the competition for Tom in his honor and I don’t 
think we could have done a better job of honoring 
him. He’s up in the sky grinning ear to ear about 
how things have worked out since he left us.”

Upon accepting the award, Gaynor said 
hugging Tom’s parents was an emotional moment 
for him. The Surdykes will be Gaynor’s graduation 
guests in May.

“Tom’s memory and example pushed me this 
year to be the kind of leader that he would have 
been and demonstrate all of his qualities. I’ll 
spend my whole life trying to live up to him and 
I doubt I ever will, but this year, culminating with 
this competition, is certainly a step in the right 
direction,” he added.

After graduation, Gaynor will commission 
into the Marine Corps as an offi cer and knows 
he will use his Sandhurst skills throughout his 
military career.

“What I learned about small unit leadership 
through Sandhurst is invaluable,” he said. “I truly 
believe being a Sandhurst squad leader is one of 
the best ways a cadet can learn to lead men or 
women in the armed forces.”

In addition to Black team’s victory, USMA’s 
Gold team placed third.

See SANDHURST, PAGE 11

A USMA cadet from Company B-1 throws a grenade during the 2017 Sandhurst 
Military Skills Competition April 7 at West Point.                PHOTO BY MICHELLE EBERHART/PV

Since 1967, competitors from around the world have competed for the highly acclaimed 
Reginald E. Johnson Memorial Saber and this year the West Point Black team took 
home the fi rst place trophy from the 23-mile course during the 51st annual Sandhurst 
Military Skills Competition April 7-8.             PHOTO BY JOHN PELLINO/DPTMS VID

Black Team squad leader Cadet Daniel Gaynor (right) received the Tom Surdyke 
Leadership Award is in memory of Cadet Thomas Surdyke who died this past summer 
while saving the life of a a person who was drowning. Surdyke was a member of the 
Company B-4 Sandhurst team and his parents presented Gaynor with the award.
                  PHOTO BY JOHN PELLINO/DPTMS VID
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

armywp_mlax: Ready to go! #itsonus #GoArmy #beatnavy

commandant.usmilitaryacademy: Congrats to the Army Marathon 
Team! They placed second in the National Intercollegiate Running Club 
Association (NIRCA) 1/2 Marathon Championship. In the men’s race, 
Aaqib Syed finished in 1:12:33 and in the women’s race, Nicole Carter 
finished in 1:32:22! Go Army!

bentonbarber: Through the 35 miles of mountains, mud 
and snow, I was glad to compete with this group of people 
#Sandhurst2k17

_hector_lo: When you feel like a kid again walking on the field with 
your little brother #OpeningDay #NationalSiblingsDay
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Volkssport Club of West Point event

Join the Volkssport Club at West Point at Hyde Park, New 
York, Saturday. 

Register and walk at 10 at the Eveready Diner, 540 Albany 
Post Road (Rt 9W). 

Trails of 6km and 13km pass through the Roosevelt and 
Vanderbilt properties with magnificent Hudson River views, 
woodland trail (walking sticks are recommended) and village 
streets. The walk is free with AVA credit. 

For more details, call Joan Kimmel at 845-453-6837.

West Point Commissary closure
The West Point Commissary will be closed for Easter on 

Sunday.

Barber Shop announcement
The West Point Barber Shop, located at the mall in Building 

1204, will open an hour later Monday-April 22 at 10 a.m. It will 
be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. during those days.

The Exchange apologizes for the inconvenience.

DODEA Customer Satisfaction Survey
The Department of Defense Education Activity—DODEA 

Customer Satisfaction Survey has been released. The survey is 
voluntary and anonymous, but if you’ve ever wanted a voice in 
what’s happening at your DOD Dependent School, this is your 
opportunity.

The Survey is open until Friday, takes approximately 20 
minutes to complete and is available online at http://www.
dodea.edu/survey.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, call 845-
938-2923.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 

meets every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at the West Point Post 
Chapel. Childcare is available.  

The evening class meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Chapel. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and check out 
PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC.

Protestant Sunday School
There is a Protestant Sunday School from 9-10 a.m. Sundays 

at the West Point Elementary School.
Adults can choose from multiple class options. Cadets teach 

the Bible to Pre-K through high school students.
There is a nursery drop off at the Chapel Annex starting at 

8:30 a.m., and they can stay through post-chapel service. This  
school is a Chaplain sponsored activity.

For more details, contact Maj. Thomas Menn at Thomas.
Menn@usma.edu.

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work, and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. 

Meetings include time to socialize and discuss the joys and 
challenges of motherhood, speakers from the community on a 
variety of topics, and creative activities. 

The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister Room 
of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. 

There is a registration fee and because the group meets in the 
evenings, childcare will not be provided.   

For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@
gmail.com.

Albert Wedemeyer Strategic Lecture
The CEP will host the second annual Albert Wedemeyer 

Strategic lecture at 12:50 p.m. (Dean’s hour) May 8 at Robinson 
Auditorium. 

This annual event honors the intellectual and strategic 
legacy of Gen. Albert Wedemeyer (USMA Class of 1919), one 
of America’s most significant and under recognized military 
strategists, by bringing to West Point subject matter experts on 
the role of the individual leader in complex operations. 

The lecture is funded by an endowment established by Dr. 
Mark McLaughlin, whose father wrote the definitive biography 
on Wedemeyer. 

The speaker for 2017 is retired CDR Jeff Eggers, a former 
Navy Seal and special assistant to the President on National 
Security Affairs. Egger’s topic will be “Post-Heroic Leadership 
for the 21st Century.”  

Cadets from PL300 and PL360 will be in attendance. To 
RSVP the event, contact Sandi Miller at 938-5318 or Sandi.
Miller@usma.edu.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For any questions, visit the church website at www.
gracebaptistny.org. 

Most Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel events
Most Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel has events through 

the Lent season.
• Every Friday through Lent—Stations of the Cross—6-7 

p.m.;
• Today—Holy Thursday Mass of The Lord’s Supper—7 

p.m.;
• Friday—Good Friday Service of the Cross—5 p.m.;
• Saturday—Holy Saturday Easter Vigil—10 p.m.;
• Sunday—Easter Sunday—10:30 a.m. Service.

Re-registration for school
It’s re-registration time at West Point Elementary and Middle 

Schools. A personalized re-registration packet was already sent 
home with third quarter report cards.

Re-registration for both the elementary and middle schools 
will take place Monday-April 21. All returning families are asked 
to attend re-registration. 

Do not send packets back to school with students. The school 
will only accept withdrawal forms from students.

Re-registration will be held in the elementary school 
conference room from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. each day. 

New student packets for all grade levels will be available 
during re-registration or you may pre-register new students at 
https://registration.dodea.edu/.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 

children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 
Weekly sessions begin June 12. 

To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime beginning Wednesday. 

For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.

CYS Services need Soccer and Baseball coaches
CYS Sports is looking for coaches for our spring recreation 

soccer and baseball season. 
There will be four divisions for soccer and three divisions 

for baseball. For details, call 938-8896.

FOR THE YOUTHSFOR THE FAMILIES

Korean Traditional Martial Art Soo Bahk Classes
The MWR Fitness Center is offering the opportunity to try the 

traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a classical 
martial art, which develops every aspect of the self. 

The purpose of Soo Bahk Do is to create a person who is free 
from inner confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world. 

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. 

The instructors, a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean 
master instructors. 

There will be free sessions consisting of 50-minute classes. 
The sessions are scheduled for 6:10-7 p.m. today and April 

27 and 5-5:50 pm Friday and April 28. 
Space is limited, so sign-up via webtrac. Regular sessions 

will begin in May. For more details, call 938-6490.

Strong B.A.N.D.S.
Strong B.A.N.D.S. was created to energize and inspire 

communities Armywide about healthy lifestyles that support 
resiliency. Strong B.A.N.D.S. signifi es the importance of Balance, 
Activity, Nutrition, Determination and Strength. 

May is National Physical Fitness and Sports Month. Show 
your support by attending the Strong B.A.N.D.S. events and 
commit to living a healthier lifestyle. 

These Strong B.A.N.D.S. MWR events can be found at 
westpoint.armymwr.com.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club May 14 for its traditional Mother’s 

Day Brunch.  Two seatings will be available. 
The fi rst seating at 11 a.m. is in the Pierce Room. The second 

seating at 1 p.m. is in the Grand Ballroom. 
There is a minimal fee for this event. Last day to cancel is 

May 11. To make reservations, call 938-5120.  

West Point MWR Softball Leagues Sign-ups
The MWR Softball League will start May 30. The league will 

be played Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at 6, 7, 8 
and 9 p.m. at H-Lot Fields next to the PX by Stony Lonesome. 

Games will run May 30 through the beginning of August. 
Teams will be playing doubleheaders. Deadline for entries is 

May 16. For more details and to sign up, call 938-3066.

CYS Sports Summer Intramurals
Registration begins May 15 for the 2017 CYS Sports Summer 

Intramurals season. 

Fusion—featuring small dishes, ornaments and cheese boards. 
Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 

fee for the classes. 
For more details, call 938-4812.

Leisure Travel Services events (updated)
• Saturday—New York International Auto Show. Leave 

West Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 4 p.m. Admission tickets 
available at the door;

• April 22—Walk the Highline in New York City. Leave West 
Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 4 p.m. Walk the famous Highline 
in NYC and shop the Chelsea Market.

There is a minimal fee for transportation with LTS. For more 
details and pricing, call 938-3601.

Hunters Education Course
Register for the Hunters Education Course with Round Pond 

Recreation Area from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday at 938-2503. 
There are 30 spots for local military and community members 
before it is broadcasted on the NYS DEC Webpage. The class 
will be held at the Bonneville Cabin, Round Pond Recreation 
Area from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday. 

Age Restrictions/Requirements: Students must be 11 years or 
older to take this course (Note: In New York State, the minimum 
age to hunt is 12 years old). 

All Hunter Education Courses require the completion of 
homework prior to attending the course. 

Proof of completed homework must be brought to the course 
led by an instructor. The homework will take several hours to 
complete. There are no ‘online-only’ courses. Homework and 
the in-person instruction portion of the course is required for all 
New York courses. For details, visit http://www.dec.ny.gov/
outdoor/92267.html

This event is open to the general public. For more information, 
call 938-2503.

Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm offers three- and fi ve-day camps for ages 5 and 

up. Camps are offered for all levels during each week. 
The Morgan Farm instructors will place children in 

appropriate groups based on age, experience and ability. 
The camps run in fi ve-week sessions teaching English and 

Western riding. 
Week one runs June 26-30. Week two runs July 5-7 (three-day 

camp only). Week three runs July 10-14. Week four runs July 
24-28. Week fi ve runs July 31-Aug. 4. 

Registration forms are available at Morgan Farm or online 
at westpoint.armymwr.com. For more details, call 938-3926.

Easter Sunday Brunch and Egg Hunt
Join the West Point Club Sunday for its traditional Easter 

Brunch. There are two seatings and egg hunts will be available. 
The fi rst seating at 11 a.m. takes place in the Pierce Room 

with an egg hunt at 12:30 p.m. 
The second seating at 1 p.m. is in the Grand Ballroom with 

an egg hunt at 2:30 p.m. There is a minimal fee for this event. 
Last day to cancel is today. To make reservations, call 

938-5120.  

FOR THE ADULTS

Arts & Crafts March and April classes (updated)
• Tuesday—Pint Size Picasso–Monet, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Supplies included.
• April 25—Pint Size Picasso–Henry Rousseau, 3:30-4:30 

p.m. Supplied included.
New at Arts & Crafts—Pick your own projects. Choose a 

day and time that works for you.
• Saturday and April 29—Pick your own project, 9 a.m.-3 

p.m.
• Today, April 25 and 27—Pick your own project, 10 a.m.-7 

p.m.
Projects include Canvas painting, featuring many of the Wine 

and Paint and Cookies and Canvas offerings that Arts & Crafts has 
had in the past. Pallet Painting—featuring 4”x24”signs, 12”x12” 
signs, 14”x24” signs, and Lazy Susans.

 Make a one of a kind piece for your home or as a gift. Glass 

V o l u n t e e r 
R e c o g n i t i o n 
Ceremony

A l l  We s t  P o i n t 
community volunteers 
are invited to attend 
the annual Volunteer 
Recognition Ceremony 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday.  at the 
U.S. Military Academy 
Prep School Auditorium. 

A reception follows 
the offi cial ceremony. For 
more details, call Army 
Community Service, 
Jen Partridge, at 938-
3655 or email jennifer.
partridge@usma.edu. 

T h e  B r i d e  Wo r e 
M u r d e r  M y s t e r y 
Dinner Theater

The Bride Wore Murder Mystery Dinner will take place 7-10 
p.m. April 28. Enjoy an evening of fi ne cuisine, dancing and 
crime at the West Point Club where professional stage, TV and 
fi lm actors are seated around you and you are a part of the show.  

Cocktail hour begins at 7 p.m. with appetizers, cash bar and 
one complimentary drink. Dinner, dessert and the show begin 
at 8 p.m. Make reservations at www.tinyurl.com/japslrl or call 
845-446-5506.

Wilderness First Aid Certifi cation Course
The Wilderness First Aid Certifi cation Course is a two-day 

course with an optional CPR/AED that is scheduled from 8 a.m. 
-5 p.m. April 29 and 30 at Round Pond Recreation Area. 

The WFA is the perfect course for the outdoor enthusiast or 
trip leader who wants a basic level of fi rst aid training for short 
trips with family, friends and outdoor groups. It also meets the 
ACA and BSA guidelines. 

There is a minimal cost for the course. Register at https://
tinyurl.com/zg2ra68. For more details, call 938-2503.

Open to CYS Services children in grades 5th and up.
All games are free and will be played weekdays from 5-6 

p.m. For more details, call 938-8896.
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Friday—“Smurfs: The Lost Village,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Rings,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Get Out,” R, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Corner
Autism Awareness, Sexual Assault 
Awareness & Prevention in April

Keller Army Community Hospital 
recognizes National Autism Awareness 
Month, every Saturday throughout April, to 
promote autism awareness, inclusion and 
self-determination for all, and to assure that 
each person with autism spectrum disorder 
is provided the opportunity to achieve the 
highest possible quality of life.

Additionally, every Wednesday throughout 
April, Keller Army Community Hospital 
will recognize Sexual Assault Awareness 
& Prevention Month. We all play a part in 
creating the appropriate culture to eliminate 
sexual assault and requiring a personal 
commitment from all Service members at 
every level.  

This year’s theme is ‘Protecting Our 
People Protects Our Mission.’ This theme 
offers numerous opportunities to deliver 
messages that relate to both the individual and 
unit level. Each Service member—regardless 
of grade—can encourage behaviors that foster 
a climate of dignity and respect, and in doing 
so, help ensure our readiness to complete the 
Army’s mission.  

New Patient Portal Secure Messaging 
Access  

Since 2009 Military Health System 
patients who receive care at military hospitals 

or clinics have had access to a robust messaging 
capability allowing authorized patients the 
ability to securely communicate with their 
health care team.  

While the various secure communication 
systems are known by different names, the 
Department of Defense now has a dedicated 
platform that meets DOD cyber-security 
standards: Patient Portal Secure Messaging 
will be accessible at https://mil.relayhealth.
com.    

All the same capabilities that users have 
come to appreciate continue to be available.  
Patient Portal Secure Messaging, powered by 
RelayHealth, is the same patient centric secure 
messaging platform that enables patients 
to directly communicate securely via the 
internet with their primary care provider team 
to receive advice on minor medical issues, 
chronic disease management, test results, 
appointment requests, medication refi lls and 
other health care needs.

Patient Portal Secure Messaging allows 
patients to communicate with their health care 
team at their convenience, whenever they want 
and wherever they are. 

Talk with your provider or care team to 
enroll or if you are one of the 1.6 million 
Military Health System benefi ciaries that have 
an existing Patient Portal Secure Messaging 
account. Learn more about this change at 
http://sites.mckesson.com/milpatients/. 

• Spring Yard Sale: The West Point 
Community Spring Yard Sale is scheduled 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, rain or shine.

• Melody in Motion with Desrae: 
Sing children’s songs, dance with ribbons, 
play instruments, march in a parade and 
more from 3:30-5 p.m. Monday at B126 
Washington Road. 

To register, email  jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by today. Space is limited.

• Stoller and Toddler Nature Hike: 
Join West Point Family Homes for a Stroller 
and Toddler Nature Hike at the Hudson 
Highlands Nature Museum’s in Cornwall 

April 24. 
The group will follow the gentle trails of 

the Outdoor Discovery Center and explore 
the fi eld, pond and forest. 

We will meet at the Visitors Center at 
9:15 a.m. 

To register for this event,  email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com with the number of 
children attending by April 20. 

• Earth Day Open House: The West 
Point Recycling Center will hold its annual 
Earth Day Open House from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
April 28. 

The event will include Home Depot kid 
workshop sponsored by WPFH. 

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-April 20

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of April 13-20
Channels 8/23
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Poirier’s no-hitter lifts Army to sweep
sPorts

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Softball team 
completed its series sweep over Lafayette with 
a 1-0 victory behind Renee Poirier’s second no-
hitter of the season Sunday at Metzgar Fields 
in Easton, Pennsylvania. 

The Black Knigths improve to 27-11 on the 
season and 7-2 in Patriot League play, while 
the Leopards dropped to 4-16 overall and 1-8 
in league contests. 

Poirier began the game by retiring the first 

10 batters she faced, allowing only two base 
runners throughout the entire contest. Both of 
those came in the fourth inning when Poirier 
issued a full-count walk to Jenna Orlando and 
hit Brooke Wensel two batters later. 

The big blast of the day came off the bat 
of rookie Katie Ontiveros, who drove a 1-2 
pitch over the right center wall for the only 
run of the game. 

Army highlights and game notes
• Army notched its 70th win in the all-time 

series against Lafayette, the most against a 

single opponent in program history.
• Renee Poirier tossed her second no-hitter 

of the season today, allowing just two base 
runners in the fourth inning on a walk and hit 
by pitch. 

• Both no-nos came with Maddie Kim 
behind the plate. 

• Poirier recorded her 10th win of the 
season and dropped her ERA to a Patriot 
League-best 1.96.

• This was the sixth time this season Poirier 
struck out at least five batters and her fourth-
straight outing going the distance. 

• Rookie Lacey Swafford recorded her 
10th hit of the week and 35th of the season in 
the first inning. 

• The Mayo, Florida, native extended her 
hitting streak to 11 games. 

• Swafford’s 35 hits this season ties her for 
first on the squad with Ashley Yoo. 

• Katie Ontiveros extended her career-best 
hitting streak to seven games. 

Key moment
• Rookie designated player Katie Ontiveros 

blasted her second home run of the season over 
the right center field wall in the fourth inning 
to give Army the only run of the game. 

Facts and figures
• The Black Knights scored one run on five 

hits and were perfect defensively for the 10th 
time this season, while Lafayette had no runs 
on no hits and also did not record an error in 
the field. 

• This was the fourth game this season that 
Army has been in with no errors by either team. 

How it happened
• Rookie Lacey Swafford continued her 

hot streak at the plate with a one-out single in 
the first inning.

• A pitchers’ duel ensued as the only other 
hit through the first three innings came off the 
bat of Gladys Esparza-Gallegos, who slapped 
a double to left center in the third frame. 

• Katie Ontiveros gave Army a 1-0 lead 
in the fourth inning after taking a 1-2 pitch 
deep over the wall in right center field for a 
home run. 

• Renee Poirier was dealing early, retiring 
the first 10 Leopards she faced. Jenna Orlando 
earned a walk as Lafayette’s first base runner 
with one out in the fourth frame.  

• The righty from Plainville, Massachusetts, 
returned to form for the final three innings, 
retiring the final 10 batters she faced. 

Sophomore pitcher Renee Poirier completed her second no-hitter of the season 
to help Army West Point Softball to a 1-0 win over Lafayette Sunday in Easton, 
Pa.              Photo Courtesy oF arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations
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Men’s Rugby pounds Notre Dame 41-8 
By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Rugby team 
defeated Notre Dame 41-8 on senior day in the 
first round of the Penn Mutual Varsity Cup April 
8 at the Anderson Rugby Complex.

The Black Knights improved to 12-2 on the 
year, while the Fighting Irish dropped to 8-9.

Prior to the match, Army honored its 11 
seniors: Sean Berry, Andrew Fargo, Jamison 
Geracci, Luke Heun, Ben Lemon, Jeff Malm-
Annan, Ryan Manion, Connor Parker, Dominic 
Plantamura, Andy Sullivan and Adam Szott.

Army highlights and game notes
• Army limited Notre Dame to eight points 

in the match, its fewest points allowed since 
beating Wheeling Jesuit 53-7 on Oct. 15.

• The Black Knights scored 40 or more 
points in a match for the ninth time this season.

• Army won in the first round of the Penn 
Mutual Varsity Cup for the second year in a row 
after defeating Oklahoma last season, 55-10.

• Jeff Malm-Annan took a skip pass from 
John Royston on his own side of midfield and 
burned the defense down the right sideline for 
the first score of the second half.

• Sam Sutera took a pass from Andrew 
Fargo down the left flank and dotted down for 
his first career try.

• Harrison Farrell took the ball at the Notre 
Dame 10-meter line and dodged multiple 
defenders on his way in for the score.

 
Key moment 
• Army had a pair of seven-minute defensive 

stands deep in its own territory to keep Notre 
Dame from scoring.

• The first came from the eighth to 13th 
minutes that prevented the Fighting Irish from 
taking an early lead.

• The second stop came deep into extra 
time (87th minute) when Army was down two 
players who received yellow cards and held 

Notre Dame to single digits in the match.

Scoring timeline vs. Notre Dame
• Second minute: Penalty Kick—Jon Kim 

(Army leads, 3-0);
•  18th  minute :  Try—Luke Heun; 

Conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads, 10-0);
• 24th minute: Penalty Kick—Notre Dame 

(Army leads, 10-3);
• 30th minute: Try—Notre Dame (Army 

leads, 10-8);
• 39th minute: Try—Austin Rutledge; 

Conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads, 17-8);
• 45th minute: Try—Jeff Malm-Annan 

(Army leads, 22-8);
• 52nd minute: Try—Sam Sutera (Army 

leads, 27-8);
• 60th minute: Try—Harrison Farrell; 

Conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads, 34-8);
•  75th  minute :  Try—El i  Brown; 

Conversion—Jon Kim (Army leads, 41-8).

Army vs. Notre Dame
1. Connor Parker (Austen Deppe @ 45th); 

2. Ryan Moshak (Tony Smith @ 71st); 3. 
Adam Szott (Eli Brown @ 52nd); 4. Mitchell 
Sanderson; 5. Rob Niscior (Will Miller @ 
69th); 6. Austin Rutledge; 7. Ryan Manion (Ben 
Vasta @ 49th); 8. Ben Lemon; 9. John Royston 
(Harrison Farrell @ 45th); 10. Jon Kim; 11. 
Sam Sutera (Andrew Fargo @ 49th); 12. Luke 
Heun; 13. Torran Raby; 14. Jeff Malm-Annan 

(Nathan Williams @ 52nd); 15. Jake Lachina. 
 

Coaches Corner 
• Head Coach Matt Sherman—“Victory 

under the pressure of single elimination playoffs 
is always a great achievement. To do so at home 
on senior day is particularly pleasing. We are 
proud of, and grateful for, this senior class. They 
will have achieved what we all aspire to do by 
improving the program and leaving it in a better 
place than when they first got here. However, 
their work here isn’t done. As happy as we are 
to win, we know our best performance is still 
in front of us. What an opportunity we have to 
compete on the road against a formidable Penn 
State team next weekend.”

Senior Jeff Malm-Annan scored a try at the 45th minute to put Army West Point up 22-8 as the Black Knights were on 
their way to a 41-8 win over Notre Dame April 8 at the Anderson Rugby Complex.   Photo Courtesy oF arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

#6/8 Men’s Lacrosse grinds out ninth straight win
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The No. 6/8-ranked Army West Point Men’s 
Lacrosse team scored four of the final five goals 
to overcome a late deficit to defeat Boston 
University, 11-10, to remain unbeaten in Patriot 
League play April 8 at Michie Stadium. 

The Black Knights (10-1, 6-0 PL) won their 
ninth-straight game and the last three have been 
decided by two or less goals. Cole Johnson 
tallied four points, including the game-winner 
with 2:08 on the clock. Conor Glancy paced 
Army with four points as well with two goals 
and two assist and tied the game at 10-10 on a 
great transition goal. 

AJ Barretto stopped eight shots in the win, 
while John Ragno, filled in for Dan Grabher at 
the faceoff and won 10-of-22 draws. He tallied 
three caused turnovers and six ground balls. 

The Terriers (9-3, 3-3 PL) got a great effort 
from goalie Christian Carson-Banister who 
finished with 16 saves, while Jack Wilson 
recorded five points on four goals and an assist. 
James Burr chipped in with three points on two 
goals and an assist. 

With the win, Army has clinched a spot in 
the Patriot League semifinals of the tournament. 

Army highlights and game notes
• The Black Knights won their ninth-straight 

game, which is the longest streak since 2005.
• Army remains unbeaten against Boston 

University in the series history at 4-0 and the 
Black Knights are 2-0 at Michie Stadium versus 
the Terriers. 

• Army remains unbeaten in the Patriot 
League with a 6-0 record and the Black Knights 
clinched a bye into the semifinals of the Patriot 
League Tournament. 

• The Black Knights have won 10 games 
for the third straight year and for the fourth time 
under head coach Joe Alberici. 

• Alberici joins Jack Emmer and Dick Edell 
as Army head coaches that have led the Cadets 
to 10 or more victories four or more times in 
their careers. 

• Army has won 10 or more games in three 
straight seasons for the first time since 1991-
1993 under Emmer. 

Turning point
• Reaves Klipstein scooped up a turnover 

in Boston University’s side of the field and 
started the break. He hit Dom Ricca in stride 
during the clear and Ricca spotted Glancy and 
the attackman buried it to tie the game at 10-10.

How it happened
• The Terriers took the first lead of the game 

with Wilson scoring halfway through the first 
quarter. 

• The Black Knights answered with three in 
a row from Glancy, Johnson and Nate Jones to 
take a 3-1 advantage.

• Army came out with a purpose in the 
second half with the first two goals from David 
Symmes and Matthew Donovan in the opening 
2:39 of the third frame to give the Black Knights 
a 6-5 lead. 

• The Terriers then went on a 4-1 run to take 
a 9-7 advantage with 11:16 left in the game. 

• Symmes stopped the bleeding with his 
second of the day to get Army back on track at 
9-8 and then Ted Glesener scored his second as 
well to tie it at 9-9 with assist to Johnson. 

• Wilson fired home his fourth of the day 
to regain the lead for the visitors, but Glancy 
followed up in transition and then Johnson 
tallied the gamewinner with 2:08 remaining. 
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Today

6 p.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. Lehigh, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer or maLek 
cenTer.

saTurday

9 a.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. bosTon 
universiTy, LichTenberg Tennis cenTer or 
maLek cenTer.

saTurday

1 p.m.—basebaLL vs. hoLy cross (dh), 
doubLeday FieLd. 

saTurday

1 p.m.—men’s Tennis vs. navy, LichTenberg 
Tennis cenTer or maLek cenTer.

sunday

noon—basebaLL vs. hoLy cross (dh), 
doubLeday FieLd. 

Tuesday

3:30 p.m.—basebaLL vs. aLbany, doubLeday 
FieLd. 

Wednesday

3:30 p.m.—basebaLL vs. nyiT, doubLeday 
FieLd. 

apriL 20
3:30 p.m.—soFTbaLL vs. Quinnipiac (dh), 
doubLeday FieLd. 

**vieW The upcoming army WesT 
poinT bLack knighTs scheduLe aT 
WWW.goarmyWesTpoinT.com/caLendar.
aspx?vType=LisT.

Sports calendar Corps Squad

Women’s Tennis claims “Star” over Navy
By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Tennis team 
defeated service-academy rival Navy 5-2 to 
claim the Gold Star April 8 at the Lichtenberg 
Tennis Center. 

The Black Knights improved to 16-5 on the 
season and 4-0 in the Patriot League, while the 
Midshipmen dropped to 15-10 overall and 3-2 
in league play. 

With the win, Army earned its ninth win in 
the Army-Navy Star Series presented by USAA. 

Army highlights and game notes 
• Army improves to 8-2 all-time against 

Navy. 
• The Black Knights extended their winning 

streak to nine matches. 
• The doubles team of Kirby Einck and 

Gloria Son clinched the first point of the match 
for Army in the second flight, while Melanie 
Allen sealed the victory with a win at the No. 1 
singles position. 

• Allen, Einck and Nancy Porter each 
documented wins over Navy in both singles and 
doubles action. 

• Porter recorded her 70th career singles 

victory and 75th doubles victory opposite the 
Mids. 

• Allen and Porter notched their 15th singles 
victories of the season. 

• Einck won her team-best 18th singles 
match of the year. 

Key moment
• Kirby Einck and Gloria Son erased a 5-1 

deficit in the second doubles flight to pull off 
a 7-6 victory and claim the first point of the 
match for Army. 

How it happened
Singles
1. Melanie Allen def. Amanda Keller, 7-5, 

6-3;
2. Kirby Einck def. Claudia Mackenzie, 

6-3, 6-3;
3. Josie Rogers def. Genevieve McCormick, 

6-3, 6-4;
4. Ansofi Wreder def. Bridget Guenard, 4-6, 

6-4, 10-8;
5. Nancy Porter def. Emily Louie-Meadors, 

6-3, 3-6, 6-4;
6. Allyson Hayley def. Carlee Conway, 

6-2, 6-0;
Doubles

1. Allen/Porter def. Mackenzie/Louie-
Meadors, 6-1;

2. Einck/Gloria Son def. Rozel Hernandez/

Conway, 7-6;
3. Keller/Kaylah Hodge def. Hayley/

McCormick, 6-2.

Kirby Einck and Gloria Son celebrate after erasing a 5-1 deficit in the second doubles flight to pull off a 7-6 victory and claim the first point of the match for 
Army as the Black Knights defeated rival Navy 5-2 April 8 at the Lichtenberg Tennis Center.                  Photo Courtesy oF arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations


