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Pence speaks at Flipper Dinner
The Vice President of the United States, Mike Pence, addresses the Corps of Cadets during the Flipper Dinner at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 
Washington Hall Feb. 9. The annual dinner is held to commemorate the life of Henry O. Flipper, the fi rst African-American graduate of West Point. See Page 3 
for story and photo.                                 Photo by John Pellino/DPtMs ViD
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Class of 2017 Cadets learn their next destination at Post Night
Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The Class of 2017 received its post 
assignments Feb. 9, and after a long-awaited 
journey, the firstie cadets finally know where 
they’ll be headed after graduation. 

For the fifth consecutive year, the U.S. 
Military Academy has been using an Order 
of Merit List system which matches cadets’ 
academic and physical achievements with the 
Army’s needs. The cadets create a list of their 
top choices in hopes of getting their number 
one choice. 

This year, 78 percent of cadets received 
their first choice, 95 percent received one of 
their top three choices and 97 percent received 
one of their top five choices.

Their list of choices is constructed 
with careful consideration, education and 
mentorship.  

Capt. Robert Ali, one of the branch 
representatives, says there has been tremendous 
preparation coming into Post Night.

“Cadets come by at least 20-25 per week, 
asking about the different locations,” Ali said. 
“We tell them to use all the resources that they 
can, we also guide them to different websites, 
and I’ve sent a list of mentors here on West 
Point that they can talk to in order to learn about 
the different branches and posts, as well.”

After building their preference lists, cadets 
wait until Post Night to open the envelopes that 
will unveil their duty station for the next two 
to three years. 

First Captain Cadet Hugh McConnell 
received his top choice and is looking forward 
to serving as an infantry officer at the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade in Vincenza, Italy.  

“I’m going to miss everybody here but at 
the same time I’m really looking forward to 
the people that I’m going to be posting with in 
the 173rd,” he said. “It’s definitely bittersweet 
because we’ve been along this four-year journey 
together and share this common experience and 
now we’re going off and doing our own thing.

“I think it’s a big transition step, so as we 
get going into focusing on the next step, Post 
Night is really an eye opener, let’s go ahead and 
knock it out,” McConnell added. 

Cadet Nicholas Ball also got his first choice 
and will be headed to Hawaii.

“It’s beyond exciting, it was a relief to 
finally know where I’m going and when I’m 
actually going to the Army after these four, 
long, grueling years,” he said. “We’re finally 
gearing toward and getting ready to go into the 

Commandant of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Diana Holland, congratulates Class of 2017 
cadets on receiving their post assignments Feb. 8. After graduation, cadets will 
commission as second lieutenants and report to their newly assigned posts.

A Class of 2017 cadet celebrates receiving his post of the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, N.C. Cadets received 
their post assignments Feb. 8 and will report to their duty stations as commissioned officers after graduation from 
the Academy.

operational Army and so we can do what we’ve 
been training to do.”

Cadet Marie Petrangeli got her first choice, 
but not without fighting for it. 

“I had to PADSO, that means I committed 
three more years to get the spot at the post 
I wanted,” the future transportation officer 
heading to Germany said. “I think it will pay 
off in the long run to align with other goals I 
have in my life.”

Petrangeli says that finding out post 
assignments makes the 99 and a butt days until 
graduation feel even more real.

“Right now you kind of think, oh man, I’m 
going to be in Europe and my best friend’s going 
to be in Texas, it’s kind of mixed feelings, but 
right now it’s very exciting,” she said.  “It all 
kind of unravels… This is all coming to an end, 
but it’s a great feeling.”

The firsties will celebrate another milestone 
this weekend with 100th Night.
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Pence honors African-American military heroes during Flipper Dinner
Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The entire Corps of Cadets at the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point gathered Feb. 9 to commemorate the life of Henry 
O. Flipper, the first African-American graduate of West Point, 
during the Flipper Dinner. Guest speakers were Vice President 
Mike Pence, and 2010 West Point graduate, Army Ranger and 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ offensive tackle Alejandro Villanueva.

Just eight short years after the end of the Civil War, Henry O. 
Flipper was appointed and admitted to West Point. Throughout 
his years at the Academy, nobody spoke to him except in the 
performance of official duties. He was regularly subjected to 
racial slurs, violence and silence, but he persevered with his 
aspiration to graduate and serve his nation as an Army officer.

In 1877, Flipper became the first African-American graduate 
of West Point, and upon receiving his diploma, he was applauded 
by his classmates for his remarkable determination. Flipper has 
since become a symbol of perseverance in the face of significant 
hardship.

“All who attend West Point face many trials, but Henry 
Flipper faced many more,” Pence said at his first official 
military installation visit since becoming vice president. “We all 
understand by virtue of his willingness to challenge the status 
quo, challenge the injustices of his day, he persevered through 
four years, making history as the first African-American ever to 
graduate from the United States Military Academy.”

In his remarks, Pence also extolled the achievements of 
historic African-American military heroes like the Buffalo 
Soldiers, the Tuskegee Airmen and others.

“They are the best of us,” he said. “During this month, 
African-American History Month—and not only this month—
we remember them, and we thank them for what they did. 
Their names and their sacrifices will never be forgotten. They 
understood the promise of America, the timeless ideas that bind 
us together as a people and give us purpose as a nation.”

Pence expressed his gratitude to the Corps of Cadets and 

praised them for their service, calling them true leaders and 
patriots.

“President Trump and I thank you. We thank you for 
answering the call to serve your country, to put America first,” 
he said, referencing the president’s speech earlier in the week. 
“(President Trump) promised, in his words, to give you ‘the tools, 
the equipment, the resources, the training and the supplies you 
need to get the job done.’ And he promised to ‘honor our sacred 
bond to those who serve.’”

Pence’s words were welcomed with a roaring applause from 
the audience of more than 4,000 cadets. In his closing, Pence 
assured the cadets that the future looked bright, for them and 
the country.

“Looking out at your shining faces, seeing your dedication 
to America, we’re more confident than ever that the best days 
for America are yet to come,” he said.

Following his remarks, Pence was presented with a cadet 
bust from cadet Christian Nattiel, the first West Point African-
American Rhodes Scholar, and retired Maj. Pat Locke, the first 
female African-American West Point graduate.

After dinner, Villanueva took the podium and also paid 
respect to the legacy of Henry O. Flipper, saying that he was 
humbled.

“The annual Henry O. Flipper dinner (is) a time to reflect on 
the challenges and hardships that our graduates have individually 
faced in order to contribute to the Long Gray Line,” he said. “Not 
only did he pave the way for thousands of African-American 
graduates, but also inspired all West Point graduates in their 
personal challenges.”

Villanueva remarked that he could not compare himself to 
someone who had persevered as Flipper had. However, he said, 
he harbors a tremendous respect for graduates like Flipper, the 
first female graduates, and everyone else who has overcome 
incredible odds to be where they are.

Villanueva advised the cadets that, when they become Army 
officers, they will grow to cherish the “magic” of West Point and 
all it has taught them.

“(When) you’re finally in charge of a group of men and 
women who are trusting you to lead them, you realize that the 
most valuable resource of our nation is being trusted to you in 
order to serve the people of the United States,” he said. “Because 
at that moment you realize that you’re a part of something way 
bigger than yourself. And it will be right at that time that the 
values of this Academy will be as clear in your head as it is to 
say your own name.”

With his concluding remarks, Villanueva thanked the 
Corps for beating Navy. The cadets, in turn, responded with an 
overwhelming round of applause. Villanueva also received a gift 
on behalf of the Corps of Cadets.

The Award
The Flipper Dinner has been held ever since 1977, the 

centennial anniversary of Flipper’s graduation from the Academy. 
Each year, as part of the event, the Flipper Award is given to 
a senior cadet who has demonstrated the highest qualities of 
leadership, self-discipline and perseverance in the face of unusual 
difficulties.

The 2017 recipient of the Flipper Award was cadet 
Christopher “Lars” Lofgren, who was injured during a military 
summer training activity in 2015 and has since been confined to 
a wheelchair. This past summer, Lofgren competed in the 2016 
Department of Defense Warrior Games and received six silver 
medals and one bronze medal.

The family of Henry O. Flipper presented Lofgren the award.
“I have always seen the Flipper Award as an amazing 

opportunity to show everyone how resilient and strong people 
can be,” Lofgren said. “I know so many people who have and 
continue to go through greater hardship here. My fellow cadets 
have lost friends, family and so much more.

“While my condition is more obvious and in the open, it also 
means I don’t go through any of my challenges alone,” Lofgren 
added. “I work hard, but I’ve gotten a lot of help to be where I 
am. Friends, family and the whole Long Gray Line have been at 
my back and supporting me all the way.”

Vice President Mike Pence is presented a cadet bust by Class of 2017 Cadet Christian Nattiel, the first USMA 
African-American Rhodes Scholar (second from left), and retired Maj. Pat Locke, the first female African-American 
USMA graduate (right), during the Flipper Dinner Feb. 9. The annual dinner is held to commemorate the life of 
Henry O. Flipper, the first African-American graduate of West Point.               Photos by John Pellino/DPtMs ViD

Vice President Mike Pence and his wife 
pose for a photo with Flipper Dinner guest 
speaker, Ali Villanueva, 2010 USMA graduate 
and current Pittsburgh Steelers’ offensive 
lineman, his wife and this year’s recipient of 
the Flipper Award Christopher “Lars” Lofgren. 
Lofgren was injured during a military summer 
training activity in 2015 and has since been 
confined to a wheelchair. This past summer, 
Lofgren competed in the 2016 Department 
of Defense Warrior Games and received six 
silver medals and one bronze medal.
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Cadets learn critical-thinking skills through roleplaying
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Class of 2020 cadets enrolled in RS103, Information 
Literacy and Critical Thinking through the Center for Enhanced 
Performance, gave up their Saturday to get involved in a 
roleplaying scenario titled “The Council’s Verdict” that involved 
a little bit of negotiation and improvisation Feb. 11 at Eisenhower 
Hall.

Administrators of the roleplaying exercise are professionals 
in their field and included PJ Miller, a Broadway producer 
specializing in live events; Sam Zeitlin, an attorney based in 
New York City; and Dr. Daniel Eison, a resident physician in 
pediatrics, who has extensively studied and presented the use of 
simulation and roleplaying in medical education. All received 
undergraduate degrees from Princeton University.

“Role play is a critical component of professional 
performance,” Laura Vetter, RS103 course director, said. “The 
military conducts role play for Soldiers and officers as they 
prepare to deploy. Medical Doctors use role play as they complete 
their studies in medicine. Lawyers use role play as they prepare 
to litigate cases. The intent is to have the cadets in the class step 
out of their comfort zone and work together to solve problems 
from differing points of view.”

The cadets were presented with a structured roleplaying 

exercise designed to use critical thinking and empathy skills in 
negotiations, in this case with members of a mountain village 
community in Asia. The leading villagers had formed a counsel 
and must come to a decision regarding another country’s wish to 
build a supply depot on village land, which the previous leader 
agreed to and to choose another leader because the former leader 
died under suspicious circumstances. Each cadet was given a 
character who has their own set of goals, desires and relationships. 

The cadets had to interact in-character and attempt to pursue 
their characters’ interest, to inhabit their characters and to create 
a unique story and solutions together.

The 50 cadets involved in the roleplaying formed groups of 
10 and students received four sheets of paper: a general summary, 
introduction of their characters including a description of their 
particular personalities and beliefs, the important values of the 
village culture as a whole and their characters’ relationships with 
the other characters.

The structure of the exercise included time for open 

deliberations, a straw poll for the new leader, time for further 
negotiations around the table, a final vote on the new leader and 
a brief scene where the new leader meets with the other country’s 
envoy for building a supply depot.

“A model for critical thinking is the SWOT Analysis, which 
is Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Threats,” Vetter said. 
“You need to figure out what your strengths and weaknesses 
are, what are the opportunities and what are the threats. We gave 
the cadets the model for order, planning and analysis. Critical 
thinking is also grounded in the concept of paideia or search for 
absolute truth. Can we ever have absolute truth? It brings into 
the thought process that we are all not the same.”

The RS103 course-stated mission is to allow cadets to develop 
a set of learning strategies and critical thinking skills applicable 
in a variety of differing situations. 

They learn to develop a plan for reasoning and researching 
critically using a systematic and comprehensive process of steps 
and strategies.

A facilitator guides the cadets who were presented with a structured roleplaying exercise Feb. 11. The 
event is designed to use critical thinking and empathy skills in negotiations, in this case with members 
of a mountain village community in Asia. The leading villagers had formed a counsel and must come to a 
decision regarding another country’s wish to build a supply depot on village land, which the previous leader 
agreed to and to choose another leader because the former leader died under suspicious circumstances. 

The cadets were presented with a structured 
roleplaying exercise Feb. 11 designed to use critical 
thinking and empathy skills in negotiations, in this 
case with members of a mountain village community 
in Asia.
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Weather cooperates for the annual MWR Polar Fest
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

With close to a foot of new snow, the 
annual Polar Fest hosted by the Directorate of 
Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
and sponsored by USAA and Warsteiner Feb. 
11 was a huge break from nearly two or three 
years of so-so skiing seasons. 

More than 500 community members 
braved the frigid temperatures to get in 
some skiing and snowboarding, enjoying 
friendships and family time and generally 
having fun.

“We had about 500 total come in,” Chief 
of Recreation for FMWR Chris Remillard 
said. “We had 260 who were at the Polar Fest 
with the remainder taking the day to ski and 
snowboard. We had 76 skiers racing and two 
cardboard box derbies.”

Despite the chill, there still was plenty of 
competition in the chicken wing eating contest 
and roasting marshmallows along with a few 
snowball fights on hand.  

After a hard day of skiing, snowboard races 
and other contests, many ventured indoors to 
enjoy food and drink by the fireplace and listen 
to music by the band, “Hype.”

(Above and right) Five hundred community skiers and snowboarders braved 
the frigid temperatures for the annual Polar Fest Feb. 11, with plenty of snow 
to enjoy for racing, cardbord box derbies and listening to the band “Hype” at 
the lodge. Two hundred and sixty community members participated in the Polar 
Fest with  another 240 who were out on the slopes to enjoy a day of skiing.
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Mobile Technology Fair: Using technology to improve learning 

An instructor uses an iPad to show Mobile Technology Fair-goers how to enhance the classroom experience 
through technology.                

Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

It’s no question that technology has become a vital part of our 
daily lives.   The U.S. Military Academy History Department and 
the Center for Faculty Excellence teamed up to ensure technology 
could also become a part of the classroom. 

The third annual Mobile Technology Fair, previously known 
as the iPad Pedagogy Symposium, was held Feb. 8 in the Haig 
Room in Jefferson Hall to allow West Point staff and faculty to 
discover innovative ways to introduce technological pedagogy 
into their classrooms.

“What we’re doing is showing the rest of the Academy how 
we’re using mobile technology and technology in the classroom,” 
Col. Ty Seidule, History department head, said.  “That includes 
iPads, iBooks, digital textbooks and virtual reality.  We’re using 
all sorts of different things so that we can educate, train and 
inspire cadets in new ways.”

Seidule has been an instructor at West Point for 13 years and 
says he’s constantly looking for new ways to teach his students. 

“Right now we have history and computer science cadets 
working together to create a virtual reality app for Normandy,” 
Seidule explained.  “I just took cadets to Normandy in December 
with a Silicon Valley company who flew drones to capture the 
video of the battlefield and then we’re going to turn it into a 
virtual reality app.”

After the creation of the app, instructors and cadets can use 

virtual reality devices to explore the historic battlefield from 
a more realistic viewpoint. History instructor Maj. Benjamin 
Brands has already done just that with the battle of Antietam.

On Sept. 19, two days after the anniversary of the Battle 
of Antietam, Brands traveled to the battlefield in Maryland to 
work with Google to create a virtual reality Google Expedition. 
In partnership with a photographer taking panoramic images, 
Brands was able to recreate a battlefield view with almost 
identical crops and foliage to what it would have looked like a 
hundred-plus years earlier.

“Our big research paper was on the battle of Antietam… 
so on the day the cadets turn in their papers, I bring in Google 
Cardboards, and they download the app to their personal phones, 
we have WiFi set up, we all link together and I lead them through 
the expedition,” Brands explained. “It allows them to see the 
terrain and to see why the commanders made the decisions that 
they made when they were there.”

Brands noted that using Google Expedition is great for 
training future officers on the terrain, and it’s also a less expensive 
alternative to staff rides.

In addition to Google, companies like Rowan, Apple, 
Blackboard mobile and Turning Technologies were all 
highlighted in booths at the Mobile Technology Fair so each 
instructor who visited the event could pick and choose which 
technologies best suited them.

One of the organizers of the event, Capt. Antonio Salinas, 
said that the amount of technological options have increased over 
the last few years, and so has the number of instructors using 

Math instructor, Maj. Michael Seminelli, explores 
Google Cardboard during the Mobile Technology 
Fair Feb. 8.               

technology in their classrooms.
 “I’ve talked to a couple of teachers and this has made an 

impact because they’ll try it in their pedagogy,” he said.  “It may 
not change the way you teach, but here and there, it’s a way to 
spice up what you do in the classroom besides using chalk and 
a chalkboard.”

History instructor Capt. Thomas Herman has done just 
that, using technology in conjunction with long-established 
means. By combining Google Cardboard, the Mil Art textbook 
and traditional weapons, he’s created an all-around interactive 
experience.

“It helps those people who are seeing learners to match what 
they’re seeing to what they’re hearing and things that I’m saying,” 
he explained. “I’ll even supplement it with some actual pieces 
on a map where they can actually touch it, so we hit all three 
avenues of approach to learning and that’s what the technology 
fair is, to get people to add another layer to what they’re already 
doing in a classroom, supplement those regular modes of teaching 
and using technology to do that.”

Herman added that he wishes that he had access to such 
technology when he was an undergraduate but does his best to 
provide his students with the best possible classroom learning 
experience.

“I think you need to stay relevant as a teacher and you need 
to integrate all new modes of learning and types of learning, 
capabilities you can leverage in the classroom because everyone’s 
different and the learning environment is constantly changing,” 
he added.
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Military Fiction writers discuss storytelling from the frontline
By John Amble
Modern War Institute Editoral Director

Why fiction? The question was the focus of a writing panel 
hosted by the Modern War Institute on Monday. “Everything is 
possible,” was the answer given by Matt Gallagher, a former U.S. 
Army captain and veteran of the Iraq War, whose debut novel, 
“Youngblood,” was published last year. “(As the author), you’re 
not limited by reality.”

Gallagher was joined on the panel by award-winning 
author Phil Klay, whose 2014 collection of short stories, 
“Redeployment,” won the National Book Award for Fiction, 
and by August Cole, a non-resident senior fellow at the Atlantic 
Council and co-author of “Ghost Fleet: A Novel of the Next 
World War.” The panel was moderated by Maj. Nate Finney, an 
MWI non-resident fellow and editor of “The Strategy Bridge.”

“I found fiction to be the most useful tool to understand 
conflict and technology and their intersection and what’s coming 
next,” Cole said. 

Gallagher kept a blog as a platoon leader in Iraq and 
recalled how the “mere act of writing about (war) made it less 
complicated.”

Klay urged the audience of roughly 100 cadets to write about 
“whatever that inner voice that’s tugging at you when you’re 
doing PT in the morning. Stay true to that vision and the rest 
will work itself out.” 

The beauty of fiction, he added, is it allows readers to “enter 
into an experience,” rather than for them to “be given didactic 
points about, say, counterinsurgency.” Fiction also allows readers 
to experience combat from the enemy’s perspective in a way that 
non-fiction writing cannot. 

“Nobody wanted to talk about conflict with China,” Cole told 
the audience, describing his book about what an future war with 
China might resemble.  

In terms of writing tips, Klay urged the audience “to read a 
lot.” He added that the writing process takes time and that every 
one of the stories in Redeployment was rewritten 15 times. 

When asked by a cadet about the role of the fiction writer 
in today’s political climate, Klay answered that “the narrative 
matters more than the facts and so fiction writers have a visceral 
relationship with that.” He added, “It’s just me trying to fulfill 
my duties of citizenship, though I’m leery of fiction writers being 
too involved in politics in these strange times because we don’t 
know what we’re talking about.” 

Gallagher mentioned that fiction writing is not only for 
established authors but even mentioned that Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal and President Barack Obama had dabbled in short 
story writing. 

Cadets found the panelists to be honest about the craft of 
writing. 

“They talked about the importance of having ‘radical 
empathy,’ which was really interesting,” Class of 2018 Cadet  
Jonathan Sessions said. “When I heard that, I started thinking 
about the Clausewitzian fog of war, and how that same type of 
empathy is useful in that context.” 

“I liked hearing about the formal methods each author uses to 
write and put their stories together,” Class of 2018 Cadet Natalie 
Dent said, “especially the idea that it’s about communication, 
not just expression—about exploring other sides and other 
perspectives.”

On Monday, four guests spoke to cadets and faculty in Washington Hall 5300 
about their experiences writing about war in an event organized by the Modern 
War Institute. From left to right are Matt Gallagher, Army veteran and author of 
the novel “Youngblood”; August Cole, co-author of the novel “Ghost Fleet”; 
Phil Klay, Marine veteran and author of “Redeployment,” which won the 2014 
National Book Award for Fiction; and Maj. Nate Finney, editor of the website 
“The Strategy Bridge.”

Cadets help 
the SPCA

Company G-4 cadets volunteered at the Hudson Valley Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) Feb. 10. The cadets helped to clear 
snow from the recent snowstorm, feed and walk the 30-plus dogs (and 40+ 
cats), clear debris and junk from the SCPA’s basement that was damaged by 
flooding, and construct storage shelves for equipment storage.   Courtesy Photo
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Vietnam airmobile hero Hal Moore dies
By Army News Service

WASHINGTON—Retired Army Lt. Gen. 
Harold “Hal” Gregory Moore, co-author of the 
book “We Were Soldiers Once...and Young,” 
died Feb. 10 at his home in Auburn, Alabama. 
He was 94 years old.

Moore’s book about the exploits of his 
battalion in the Battle of Ia Drang Valley during 
the Vietnam War—co-written with journalist 
Joseph L. Galloway—was the subject of a 2002 
Hollywood film.

Moore graduated West Point in June 1945 
and entered the infantry branch as a second 
lieutenant just three months before the end of 
World War II. While Moore would be unable to 
serve in that conflict, he went on to serve in both 
the Korean War and the Vietnam War.

Moore’s heroism during the Battle of the 
Ia Drang Valley in Vietnam earned him the 
Distinguished Service Cross. 

At the time, Moore served as commanding 
officer of the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile). 

His unit was dropped by helicopter into 
the Ia Drang Valley on Nov. 14, 1965, in one 
of the first airmobile operations and one of 
the first major battles between U.S. and North 
Vietnamese regulars.

Upon entering the landing zone with the first 
rifle company, Moore personally directed the 
fire-fight to gain control of the zone by placing 
accurate fire upon the enemy from an exposed 
position in his hovering helicopter, according 
to his DSC citation.

Throughout the initial assault phase, Moore 

repeatedly exposed himself to intense hostile fire 
to insure the proper and expedient deployment 
of friendly troops.

By his constant movement and repeated 
exposure to this insurgent fire, Moore set the 
standard for his combat troops by a courageous 
display of “leadership by example,” which 
characterized all his actions throughout the long 
and deadly battle, his citation reads.

Inspired by his constant presence and active 
participation against an overwhelming enemy, 
the friendly forces solidified their perimeter 
defenses and repulsed numerous enemy assaults.

On Nov. 15, the embattled battalion was 
again attacked by a three-pronged insurgent 
assault aimed at surrounding and destroying the 
friendly forces in one great advance.

Moore moved from position to position, 
directing fires and giving moral support to the 
defending forces. 

By his successful predictions of insurgent 
attack plans, he was able to thwart all their 
efforts by directing barrages of small arms, 
mortar and artillery fire in conjunction with 
air strikes against enemy positions and attack 
zones.

As the battle continued into the third day, 
another large Viet Cong strike was repulsed 
through Moore’s ability to shift men and 
firepower at a moment’s notice against the 
enemy’s last-ditch efforts to break through the 
friendly positions.

Moore’s battalion, inspired by his superb 
leadership, combat participation and moral 
support, finally decimated the North Vietnamese 
force, forcing their retreat and resulting in 

Lt. Col. Hal Moore, commander of the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, on the radio 
during the fight for LZ X-Ray in the Ia Drang Valley of Vietnam in November 
1965.            Photo by u.s. ArMy

victory for the 1st Battalion.
During the battle, 234 Americans were 

killed, and another 250 were wounded. 
The North Vietnamese suffered over 1,200 

killed.
In 2002, Moore’s book was made into a 

movie called “We Were Soldiers,” where actor 
Mel Gibson played the role of Moore.

A funeral mass for Moore will be held 

Friday at 8:30 a.m. (Central Time) at St. 
Michaels Roman Catholic Church, 1100 N 
College Street, Auburn, Alabama.

A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. 
Friday at the National Infantry Museum at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, with interment to follow at 
the Fort Benning Post Cemetery. 

The family will host a reception at the 
infantry museum after the burial service.

Legendary combat leader and New York Times Bestselling 
author, Lt. Gen. Harold (Hal) Gregory Moore Jr., passed away 
peacefully at age 94 Feb. 10, 2017, at his home in Auburn, 
Alabama. He is survived by three sons and two daughters, 
Harold Gregory III (Evelyn), (Lt. Col.) Stephen (Donna), 
Julie Moore Orlowski (Leo), Cecile Moore Rainey (Terry), 
(Col.) David (Teresa), and by his sister Betty Karp and brother 
Ballard Moore. 

He also leaves 12 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his wife Julie Compton 
and by his brother William Moore.

Hal was born on Feb. 13, 1922, in Bardstown, Kentucky 
to Harold and Mary (Crume) Moore. Hal started a 32-year 
military career upon entry into the U.S. Military Academy 
in 1942, convincing a Congressman from Georgia to swap 
Hal’s Kentucky appointment to the Naval Academy for one 
to West Point.  

Upon graduation in 1945, he served on occupation duty 
in Japan; he returned to Fort Bragg where he met and married 
the great love of his life, Julie Compton. He tested parachutes, 
surviving multiple malfunctions to include being hung up and 
towed behind a plane.  

Deployed to the Korean War in 1952, he commanded an 
Infantry rifle and heavy mortar company in the 7th Infantry 
Division and was awarded two Bronze Star Medals for Valor.  

Subsequent assignments included teaching tactics at West 
Point, developing airborne and air assault equipment in the 
Pentagon, and a tour of duty in Norway where he planned 

Hal Moore, 1945 USMA graduate, obit
the ground defense of northern Germany, Denmark and 
Scandinavia.  

Upon completion of the course of study at the Naval War 
College, Hal took command of the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry 
at Fort Benning, Georgia.  

Fourteen months later, the unit was designated the 1st 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry (Custer’s old unit) and deployed to 
Vietnam with the 1st Cavalry Division in 1965.

Hal is best known for his leadership in the first major battle 
between the U.S. and the People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN) 
that occurred in the remote Ia Drang Valley of the Central 
Highlands in November 1965. 

Within 20 minutes of the first shot, the 7th Cavalry, vastly 
outnumbered, was assaulted by hundreds of enemy furiously 
determined to over-run it.

After a three-day bloodbath, the enemy quit the field 
leaving over 600 of their dead littering the battleground. Hal 
was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s 
second-highest award for valor, for his actions during the fight. 

Hal then assumed command of the 3rd Brigade of the 1st 
Cavalry Division and led it through several major campaigns in 
1966 earning another Bronze Star Medal for Valor for carrying 
wounded to safety under “withering small and automatic 
weapons fire.”

In 1968, Hal pinned on his first star and led the planning 
for the Army’s withdrawal from Vietnam.  

He returned to Korea in 1969 and was promoted to major 
See MOORE OBIT, PAGE 9
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            Religious Services POCs
USMA Chaplain—Col. Matt Pawlikowski at 938-3316.

Garrison Chaplain—Lt. Col. David Jacob at 938-
6717/2003.

Catholic Community Chaplain—Maj. Ken Bolin at 
938-3721/8760.

Jewish Community Chaplain—Capt. David Ruderman 
at 938-2766/2710.

Protestant Community Chaplain—Lt. Col. Brett 
Charsky at 938-0585/3412.

USCC Brigade Chaplain—Lt. Col. Harold Cline at 938-
0585/3412.

Website to access services: http://www.westpoint.
army.mil/documents/ReligiousServices_rso.pdf  
 
                 Religious Services
Assembly of God—Sunday, 10 a.m. at 134 Old State 
Road in Highland Falls.

• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment 
Response Hotline: 845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, 
Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 
845-938-7479 or email kathryn.hermon@
usma.edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 
845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-
5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri Safford—
call 938-4150 or cheri.k.safford.mil@mail.
mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—
call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu.

SHARP 
Resources

Religious Services at West Point
Church of Christ—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet 
Interfaith Center, Bldg. 147.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints—
Sunday, 10 a.m. at Thayer Hall, Room 144.

Eastern Orthodox—Sunday, 9 a.m. at St. Martin’s Chapel 
in the Cadet Chapel.

Episcopal—Sunday, 10 a.m. at the Church of the Holy 
Innocents in Highland Falls.

Jewish—Friday, 7 p.m. at the Jewish Chapel.

Lutheran—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Old Cadet Chapel in 
the West Point Cemetery.

Muslim—Friday, noon-1:45 p.m. at the Cadet Interfaith 
Center, Bldg. 147.

Gospel—Sunday, 12:30 p.m. at the Post Chapel.

Protestant—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Chapel and 
the Post Chapel. Sunday, 5 p.m. in Robinson Auditorium.

Catholic—Saturday, 5 p.m. and Sunday, 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Most Holy Trinity Chapel.

MOORE OBIT, cont’d from Page 8
general and given command of the 7th Infantry 
Division to “straighten out that division” after 
it was fractured with insubordination and riots.  

Over the next year, Hal rebuilt the division 
back into an effective fighting force. 

In 1971, he took command of the Training 
Center and Fort Ord, California in the era of 
the Vietnam antiwar demonstrations, associated 
drug problems, continuing racial tensions and 
the transition to the “modern volunteer Army.”  

He applied lessons learned from the 7th 
Infantry to create another successful outcome.  
In 1974, Hal was promoted to lieutenant general 
and assigned to the Pentagon as the Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Personnel for the Army 
where he was most proud of actions he took to 
rebuild an NCO Corps almost destroyed by the 
Vietnam War.

Following retirement from active duty 
in 1977, he worked as the Executive Vice 
President of the Crested Butte Mountain Resort 
in Colorado. 

In 1981, working with his co-author, Joe 
Galloway, he turned his attention to the research 
that underpinned their 1992 New York Times 
Bestselling book on the Ia Drang battles, “We 
Were Soldiers Once… and Young.”  

In 2002, the book was the basis of the 
acclaimed movie, “We Were Soldiers,” where 
Mel Gibson portrayed Hal. 

After being devastated by the loss of his 
wife, Julie, in 2004, Hal withdrew from public 
life but worked with Joe Galloway to produce 
the 2008 sequel to the first book; “We are 
Soldiers Still: A Journey Back to the Battlefields 
of Vietnam.”

Hal was a dedicated outdoorsman who loved 

to ski, hike, camp and fish and was most proud 
of the fact that he “infected” all his children with 
the same passion.  

In fact, since Julie was not close to labor, Hal 
was fishing in a local bass tournament in 1952 
on the morning his son Steve was born. That 
Hal won a nice Shakespeare reel did nothing to 
mitigate the trouble he was in upon his return.

Hal was known for his finely tuned sense of 
humor; earning the nickname of “Captain Fun” 
from his grandchildren. 

He would routinely send funny postcards 
of “jackalopes” and hide small toys around the 
house in anticipation of visits.

Hal was personally modest with a deep love 
for Soldiers. When his hometown announced it 
would celebrate his return from Vietnam in 1966 
with an elaborate “Hal Moore Day,” he refused 
to participate unless the event was refocused to 
be a “Vietnam Veterans Day.”  

Likewise, while his funeral and memorial 
service will not necessarily center on him, he 
wishes to honor all Americans who have served. 

Hal was a devout Catholic. Viewing will 
take place from 2-7 p.m. (Central Time) today 
at Jeffcoat-Trant Funeral Home, 1500 Frederick 
Road, Opelika, Alabama.  

A funeral Mass will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
(Central Time) on Friday at St. Michaels 
Roman Catholic Church, 1100 N College Street, 
Auburn, Alabama, followed by a memorial 
service at 1 p.m. (Eastern Time) at the National 
Infantry Museum at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
1775 Legacy Way, Columbus, Georgia, with 
interment to follow at the Fort Benning Post 
Cemetery. The family will host a reception at 
the National Infantry Museum after the burial 

service.
At Hal’s request, in lieu of flowers, memorial 

donations may be made to the Ia Drang 
Scholarship Fund. Hal and Joe established the 
fund in 1994 using proceeds from the book 
and speaking engagements with the purpose 
of supporting the education of the children and 

grandchildren of the veterans of the Ia Drang 
battles. 

The fund has awarded over $430,000 in 
grants to date. Donations may be sent to the 
Ia Drang Scholarship Fund, c/o Executive 
Director, 1st Cavalry Division Association, 302 
North Main, Copperas Cove, TX 76522.
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

j_keating: Tacticool.

mcfarlin.ben: Couldn’t be happier to find out that I’ll be 
spending the next few years in the best state on earth.goarmywestpoint: Army Golf on the links with President Trump! 

#WestPoint #USMA #GoArmy

commandant.usmilitaryacademy: Henry O. Flipper Dinner: Great to 
welcome Alejandro Villanueva (‘10) as guest speaker and recognize 
Cadet Lars Lofgren as the 2017 Flipper award recipient for extraordinary 
resilience and perseverance! Very proud of them both!
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Black History Month celebration at James I. O’Neill 
High School

James I. O’Neill High School welcomes members of the 
Buffalo Soldiers Association of West Point for a special program 
from 10-11:30 a.m. Feb. 23 at the James I. O’Neill High School 
auditorium. The snow date will be Feb. 24.  

Elders from the community will be special guests, as 
distinguished Buffalo Soldier Association members conduct a 
memorial tribute to Staff Sgt. Sanders Matthews, the last of the 
Buffalo Soldiers at West Point.  

They will then hold a panel discussion on the theme “Moving 
Up—Overcoming Adversity.” 

Potential panelists include Sergeant Matthews ‘ granddaughter, 
Dr. Aundrea Matthews; retired Lt. Gen. Mark Hertling, former 
field Army and division commander who now is a correspondent 
for CNN; retired Maj. Gen. Fred Gordon, former USMA 
Commandant and the only black member of the USMA Class 
of 1962; Lt. Col. Yolanda Johnson, Chief of Nurses, New York 
National Guard;  and retired Sergeant Major Tyrone King, who 
currently is on the Board of Trustees of the Village of Highland 
Falls.  

The District welcomes parents and the community for this 
memorable event.

Black History Month Observance
The Black History Month Observance takes place from noon-

12:45 p.m. today at the West Point Grand Ballroom.
The oberservance is to celebrate and recognize the 

contributions of African/Black Americans throughout the United 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

States of America’s History.  
This year’s guest speaker is Leslie T. Fenwick, Ph.D., Dean 

Emerita of the Howard University School of Education and a 
professor of education policy.

Casino Night Poker Tournament
The West Point Spouses’ Club has its biggest fundraiser with 

the Casino Night Poker Tournament (see ad on page 13) from 
6-11 p.m. Feb. 24. There is a silent auction, a beverage pull and 
other fun casino games. 

For tickets or other details, visit the Spouses’ Club Website 
at http://www.westpointspousesclub.com/Casino_Night.html. 

They are looking to raise $60,000 that they will then donate 
to local families and organizations through their Grants and 
Scholarship Applications. 

Protestant Women of the Chapel
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 

meets every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at the West Point Post 
Chapel. Childcare is available.  

The evening class meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Chapel. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and check out 
PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC.

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work, and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. 

Meetings include time to socialize and discuss the joys and 
challenges of motherhood, speakers from the community on a 
variety of topics, and creative activities. 

The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister Room 
of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month.

Navy Education Services  
In compliance with Navy policy, current Sailors are instructed 

to only use Navy Vol Education services.
Naval members are encouraged to visit the new and improved 

Navy College Program website at www.navycollege.navy.mil to 
identify the education resources available to them.

If you are requesting language testing, the Army Education 
Center can continue to provide that service.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For any questions, visit the church website at www.
gracebaptistny.org. 

West Point Tax Assistance Center
The West Pont Tax Assistance Center is now open and is 

located next to the Claims Office on the first floor of Building 
626, across from Buffalo Soldier Field.

IRS-trained tax preparers will be available to answer your 
questions and file your tax returns from 9-11:30 a.m. and 1-4 
p.m. Monday through Friday through April 7.

Call 845-938-5920 to schedule an appointment, as 
services are by appointment only. Call early to schedule your 
appointment and come with your military ID.

Federal and state income tax preparation is free for 
active duty service members stationed at West Point, eligible 
dependents and all cadets. Due to reductions in personnel 
at the West Point Tax Assistance Center, preparers are not 
authorized to prepare business or corporate tax returns or 
provide tax service to retirees.

The Tax Assistance Center can e-file most federal and 
state income tax forms. 

To have your taxes prepared, you will need the following 
information and forms at time of appointment (as applicable):

• W2 (Wage and Earnings Statemetnt);
• Spouse’s SSN and Date of Birth;
• Children’s SSNs and Dates of Birth;
• Voided Check with Bank Routing and Account #’s;
• 1099DIV (Dividend Statement);
• 1099B (Sale of Stock and Mutual Funds);
• 1099INT (Interest Statment);
• 1099R (Retirement Pay);
• Itemized Deduction Receipts;
• Tuition Receipts + 1098T;
• 2016 Tax Return (if available and tax return was not 

completed by the tax center);
• HUD-1 settlement statements for new home purchase 

and sales;
• Sales Tax receipts for the purchase of a new automobile;
• Power of Attorney (if you are filling for a spouse who 

will not be present to sign the return).

Community
There is a registration fee and because the group meets in the 

evenings, childcare will not be provided.   
For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@gmail.

com and visit us at our informational table at the WPSC Super 
Sign Up event today at the West Point Club.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

CYSitters Babysitting Course
The Babysitting Course is designed to familiarize teens 

with the responsibilities of babysitting and also teach skills and 
techniques needed for sitters to become competent and caring.  

Students will receive training materials, a certifi cate of 
completion and a wallet size babysitting course card. 

There is a free class from 3-6 p.m. March 6 for 11 year olds 
at the Youth Center. 

There is another course from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. March 11 
for ages 12 and up with a minimal fee at the Lee CDC. 

To register, call 938-3969.

CYS Sports Soccer and Baseball registration
Recreational soccer and baseball registration for West Point 

residents runs through March 13. Registration for off-post 
residents runs from Feb. 27 through March 13.

Registration will only be granted to children whose physical 
will run through the full 10-week session. 

Recreational soccer games will be played from 5-6 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Recreational baseball games will be played from 5-7 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

For pricing and more details, call 938-4458.

West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 

children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 
Weekly sessions begin June 12. 

To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime beginning Wednesday. 

For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.

CYS Services need Soccer and Baseball coaches
CYS Sports is looking for coaches for our spring recreation 

soccer and baseball season. 
There will be four divisions for soccer and three divisions 

for baseball. For details, call 938-8896.

CYS Services needs Basketball coaches
Child, Youth and School Services is looking for coaches for 

its winter recreation basketball season. 
There will be four divisions: Little Shooters for 4 year olds, 

Training League for 5-6 year olds, Collegiate League for 7-8 
year olds and Jr. NBA for 9-11 year olds. 

Training and Collegiate Leagues will take place between 5-8 
p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays and the Jr. NBA will take place 
between 6-8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Little Shooters will take place from 10-10:45 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings. 

For details, call 938-8896.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES
Arts & Crafts February class

• Feb. 23—Cookies and Canvas, dog and cat sunset, 5-6:30 
p.m.. Supplies included.

Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 
fee for the classes. For more details, call 938-4812.

Community General Skating at Tate Rink
The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2016-17 Community 

General Skate at Tate Rink. 
It’s open to all West Point personnel, DOD personnel and 

families. All skaters must supply their own skates. 
The following will be the only dates and times available 

for skating: Sundays from 3:30-5 p.m. on Sunday and Feb. 26. 
For details, call the Skate hotline at 938-2991 or e-mail jim.

mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Events with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for its December event. The 

upcoming event includes:
• Feb. 23—Wicked on Broadway. Leave West Point at 4:30 

p.m. with an 8 p.m. curtain call. Leave NYC at 11 p.m. 
See the Tony award winning box offi ce smash now in its 11th 

year. Mezzanine Seating, Gershwin Theatre. 
For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-

3601. 

CYS Sports Winter Swimming sessions
Registration is now open for the winter beginner and 

intermediate/advanced swim sessions. 

FOR THE ADULTS

Winter Bowling Leagues
The MWR Bowling Center is seeking individuals who may be 

interested in playing in a winter bowling league. No experience 
is needed. 

The Bowling Center has openings on Sunday, Monday and 
Thursday nights. 

If interested, contact Edward.Marvin@usma.edu or call 
938-2140 for details. 

There will be an eight-week session for beginners, a six-
week session for intermediate, and two eight-week sessions for 
advanced. 

Register now to reserve your spot. For more details and 
pricing, call 938-8525.

Ski Lesson registration
The West Point Ski Lesson registration at Victor Constant 

Ski Area is ongoing. Patrons can register from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 

For more details, call 845-938-8810.

Ski Special Cadet Discount Weeks

School District Administrator Meet & Greet
Community parents are cordially invited to meet and greet 

lunch with local school district leaders Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Frank Sheboy Highland Falls–Fort Montgomery 
Central School District and Community Superintendent Helen 
Balilo, Mid-Atlantic District, DoDEA Americas, from 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 28 at the West Point Club’s Pierce Dining 
Room. 

Pay as you go lunch if you choose to stay and eat. 
No RSVP required. For more details, call 845-938-2092.

• Class of 2017—100th Night Discount—through Sunday; 
• Class of 2020—Plebe Parent Discount—March 6-12.
Hours available to get the discounts: 3-9 p.m. Monday- 

Friday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.
For details on special discounts, call 938-8810.

Bridal Tasting
Come out to the West Point Club from noon-3 p.m. Sunday 

for its annual Bridal Tasting event. 
The Club is focused on making your day special. Attend, take 

notes and ask questions. 
This event includes Hors d’Oeuvres, three-course dinner and 

dessert with a top shelf open bar. 
For West Point brides to be this event is complimentary. There 

is a minimal fee for all other attendees.

West Point Club’s Samuel Adams Beer Dinner
Join the West Point Club for a four-course dinner paring a 

variety of lagers with our chef’s own creations from 6-9 p.m. 
March 3 in the Pierce Dining Room. 

A brewery representative will be present to mingle during 
the event to outline each of the beers during dinner. 

For reservations and pricing, call 938-5120.

2017 West Point Racquetball League
The Family and MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2017 

West Point Racquetball League open to all USMA personnel 18 
years of age and older. 

The League will be held on the fourth fl oor of Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center. 

This will be a monthly league with different formats being 
held from month to month. The second months league sign-ups 
are ongoing.

For more information, contact James McGuinness at 845-
938-3066 or by e-mail at jim.mcguinness@usma.edu.



13FeBruary 16, 2017Pointer View  

Keller Corner

Friday—“John Wick: Chapter 2,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Sing,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Passengers,” PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
Feb. 24—“Hidden Figures,” PG, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 25—“A Monster Calls,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 25—“Assassins Creed,” PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
March 3—“Patriot’s Day,” R, 7:30 p.m.
March 4—“Bye Bye Man,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
March 4—“Underworld: Blood Wars,” R, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com / r ee l - t im e - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller Army Community Hospital 
launches the Great American Spit Out 
campaign

“Mark your calendars,” because Feb. 23 
is the Great American Spit Out … and Keller 
Army Community Hospital, Mologne Cadet 
Health Clinic and the Center for Personal 
Development are ready to be an integral 
part of the process, of improving your health 
and wellness, by helping you quit the use of 
smokeless tobacco.

Every Monday and Thursday in February, 
the Keller Army Community Hospital 
Facebook page will provide steps to assist 
you to quit smoking. 

In between the posts, the professional 
staffs of KACH, Mologne and CPD are 
ready to improve the health and wellness of 
the Cadets, military members, the military 
community and all of our benefi ciaries. 

Together, we can help you quit … and, 
possibly, get you to enjoy a smoke/tobacco-
free lifestyle.

K A C H  E D I S  p r o v i d e s  f r e e 
Developmental/Hearing Screenings

We s t  P o i n t ’s  E d u c a t i o n a l  a n d 
Developmental Intervention Services 
(EDIS) program is scheduled to provide 
developmental/hearing screenings for West 
Point children from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Feb. 28. 

Screenings, which are for children ages 
birth to fi ve years, will be conducted at the 
Stony CDC (1207 Patrick Trail, West Point, 
NY) in conjunction with Audiology, EDIS 
and West Point Schools.

This service is “by appointment only.” 
To make an appointment, call EDIS at 845-
938-2689 or 938-6868. 

Some children may need help in 
reaching their developmental milestones 
in communication skills, learning, behavior 
and/or social interactions. 

The EDIS staff provides parent support 
and training to assist the child/family in 
reaching those milestones. 

EDIS is a voluntary program that 
encourages parental involvement and 
participation.  

JOES Replies Help Keller Better Serve 
Our Benefi ciaries

The Joint Outpatient Experience Survey 
has replaced the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey. JOES will combine 
and standardize long-standing methods 
used by the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Defense Health Agency/National Capital 
Region to learn about beneficiary health 
care experiences with the goal of making 
them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization. Keller requests that 
you don’t forget to fi ll out the survey if you 
receive it in the mail. Keller values you your 
comments and suggestions. 

Keller clinics can receive up to $1,000 for 
each “completely satisfi ed” survey returned. 

Surveys returned with satisfactory marks 
help us keep our clinics up to date with the 
latest equipment and services available.

• Talk Teeth with the Tooth Fairy: 
Brushing your teeth two minutes, two times 
a day, keeps your mouth healthy with a 
sparkling smile.  

Stop by B126 Washington Road from 10-
11:30 a.m. Friday to learn about preventive 
care, and to color and do activity pages as well 
as receive a new toothbrush. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by today. 

• Tuesday with Marcela: Tuesday with 
Marcela is geared to children ages 1-5 and 
their parents. Marcela will lead attendees in 
musical play and movement. 

The class is from 9:30-11 a.m. Tuesday at 
B126 Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by today with age of child attending. Space 
is limited.

• Fat Tuesday: Join West Point Family 
Homes from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Feb. 28 at B126 
Washington Road to pick up Mardi Gras 
beads, crafts or masks to celebrate the day. 

Soft drinks and Mardi Gras King Cake 
will be served with a plastic baby hidden in 
the cake. 

The person who gets the baby is supposed 
to have good luck for a year.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Feb. 23

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Feb. 16-23
Channels 8/23
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Items & 
Events to 

Know

Colgate provides free dental screenings at WPES
By Robert K. Lanier
Public Information Officer, Keller Army Community 
Hospital

February is National Children’s Dental Health Month—a 
month where dental professionals, educators and healthcare 
providers endorse the health benefits of excellent oral health to 
children.

In recognition, the U.S. Army Dental Health Activity 
(DENTAC) and United States Military Academy (USMA), in 
partnership with Colgate-Palmolive, will offer “free” dental 
screenings courtesy of the ‘Colgate Dental Van’ from 8:50 

a.m.-3:30 p.m. Feb. 24 at West Point Elementary School (in the 
15-minute parking lot). 

Screenings will be for children ages 3 to 12 years old. This 
event is open to West Point students and West Point home-
schooled students.

The Colgate Dental Van, which travels the United States to 
help raise awareness about the importance of children’s dental 
health, features friendly visuals to help create a fun and less 
intimidating dental ‘screening experience.’ 

With two child-sized dental chairs aboard, Colgate’s Bright 
Smiles, Bright Futures® screens two children at a time. The 
average dental screening lasts approximately two minutes. 

With the support of volunteer dental professionals, children 
ranging from three to 12 years of age can receive free dental 
check-ups, treatment referrals (if needed), and learning materials 
that include a tube of Colgate® kid’s toothpaste, a Colgate® kid’s 
toothbrush and brushing instructions.

For children who are in need of treatment or who do not 
have a dentist, the volunteer dental professionals can provide 
referrals so they can visit a dentist in their area and take care 
of any issues and maintain a healthy mouth. Children who are 
receiving a screening will have to have a permission slip, signed 
by a parent, prior to the day of the screening. Permission slips 
can also be obtained the day of the event.  

February is National Children’s 
Dental Health Month—a month where 
dental professionals, educators and 
healthcare providers endorse the 
health benefits of excellent oral 
health to children. In recognition, 
the U.S. Army Dental Health Activity 
(DENTAC) and United States Military 
Academy (USMA), in partnership 
with Colgate-Palmolive, will offer 
“free” dental screenings courtesy 
of the ‘Colgate Dental Van’ from 8:50 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Feb. 24 at West Point 
Elementary School (in the 15-minute 
parking lot).                  Courtesy GrAPhiC
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Men’s Lacrosse stymies UMass in opener 

Senior attackman Cole Johnson was one of a trio of Army West Point scorers to notch two goals in the 
Black Knights 9-2 win over Massachusetts Feb. 11 in Amherst, Mass.  Photo Courtesy of ArMy AthletiC CoMMuniCAtions

sPorts

Softball tops Nevada for first win in 2017

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Lacrosse team jumped out to a 
6-0 lead in the second quarter and never looked back in a 9-2 win 
over Massachusetts to open its 100th season Feb. 11 in Amherst, 
Massachusetts. 

The Black Knights (1-0) were led by a trio of scorers as Cole 
Johnson, David Symmes and Matthew Donovan each had two 
goals apiece. 

A total of seven players had goals in the win. AJ Barretto was 
spectacular in net with seven saves and allowing only two goals 
in just over three quarters of action. 

UMass (0-1) saw Gianni Bianchin and Dan Mueller score 
its two goals and fell to the Black Knights for the third-straight 
season. D.J. Smith did his job in net with 12 saves on the day.

The Black Knights dominated in the ground ball battle with 
a 33-16 advantage and Dan Grabher was 10-for-15 in faceoffs.

Army highlights and game notes 
• Army opened its 100th season on Saturday and won its 

770th game in program history.
• The Black Knights and Minutemen played for the 26th time 

in the series and in the season opener for the seventh straight year. 
• The two goals allowed were the fewest in the series history 

between the two teams.
• The Minutemen remains in the lead in the series at 14-12. 
• The Black Knights are 7-5 in season starters under head 

coach Joe Alberici.
• Army is 75-25 all time in season openers. 
• Johnson finished with three points on two goals and two 

assists. He moves up to a tie for 15th all-time in career points at 
140 and is tied with Paul Cino (USMA ‘83).

• He sits alone in 17th place in career goals with 83, passing 
former teammate Connor Cook (USMA ‘16).

• Barretto made his 17th career start and made his second 
season-opening start in his career and the win was the 10th of 
Barretto's career.

• Gunnar Miller found the net for the first time since the 2015 
season after missing most of 2016 due to an injury. 

• Conor Glancy earned the start at attack after spending time 
at midfield his first two seasons.

• Dom Ricca and Johnny Surdick made their first career 
starts on defense. 

• Donovan scored his first career goal after posting three 
assists in his first three seasons. 

• First career multi-goal for Symmes, joining Donovan in 
the category.

• Matt Manown and Anthony George played in their first 
career game for the Black Knights. 

Turning point 
• The Black Knights exploded for four goals in the second 

quarter to head into the half leading 6-1.

How it happened
• Johnson picked up where he left off in 2016 by scoring the 

first goal of 2017 with a great move from behind the net. It was 
his 82nd career goal. 

• Donovan made an incredible move to duck around two 

defenders and beat the goalie in the top corner to make it 2-0 
Black Knights at the end of the first quarter. 

• Symmes continued the momentum into the second quarter 
with his first of the season after Army had won the draw and it 
came in the opening minute.  

• The Black Knights opened up a 6-0 advantage with goals 
from Symmes, Donovan and Johnson as the trio earned multi-
goal games heading into halftime. 

• Miller increased the lead with a great move around a 
defender and tucked it past Smith to give Army a 7-1 lead with 
12 minutes left in the third frame. Ted Glesener scored Army’s 
only man-up goal of the day to close out the third quarter with 
an 8-1 advantage.

• The game slowed down a bit in the fourth quarter as the 
teams traded goals and the Black Knights came away with the 9-2 
win. Nate Jones scored his first of the season late in the frame.

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman Katie Ontiveros hit a three-run home run in the 
fifth inning to give the Army West Point softball team the lead 
in an eventual 6-5 victory over Nevada on Sunday in the Lion 
Classic at North Oak Park in Hammond, Louisiana.

Army grabs its first win of the season to move to 1-4, while 
Nevada drops to 3-2.

Along with the three runs batted in by Ontiveros, sophomore 
Izzy Gates picked up a pair of RBIs, while senior Alee 
Rashenskas and sophomore Nena Riccoboni each totaled two 
hits, with Rashenskas going a perfect 2-for-2 from the dish and 
drawing a walk.

Sophomore Renee Poirier tossed all seven innings and retired 
three batters via strikeout to pick up her first win of the year.

Melissa Arriaga and Alyssa Mendez each recorded multiple 
hits for Nevada, while McKenna Isenberg and Kali Sargent each 
tossed three innings.

Army highlights and game notes 
• Army’s matchup versus Nevada was its first against the 

Wolf Pack in team history.
• Gates and Ontiveros each connected on home runs.
• Rashenskas picked up a stolen base.
• Poirier earned the victory and improved to 1-1 on the year.
• Riccoboni played in three of Army's five games at the 

Lion Classic and ended the weekend with a team-best .714 
batting average.

 
Key moment
• Williams drove home four runs with one swing of the bat 

on a grand slam with two outs in the bottom of the second inning 
to give UT Martin a 5-1 lead.

How it happened
• Riccoboni singled in the bottom of the second inning and 

advanced to second on a fielding error with no outs.
• Gates homered on the next at bat to give Army an early 

2-0 lead.
• Jennifer Purcell doubled to left center with the bases loaded 

and knocked in two runs with nobody out in the top of the third 
before coming around to score on an RBI double by Mendez 
later in the inning to give the Wolf Pack a 3-2 advantage.

• After walking and stealing second earlier in the bottom 
of the third inning, Rashenskas came around to score after a 
throwing error with two down in the inning to knot the game 
at 3-3.

• Mendez hit an RBI double in the top of the fifth and came 
around to score later in the frame to give Nevada back the lead, 
with a 5-3 advantage after its half of the fifth inning.

• Nevada’s lead didn't last long, as Ontiveros drilled a 
three-run blast in the home half of the inning to put the Black 
Knights up, 6-5.

• Rashenskas and freshman Lacey Swafford each singled to 
kick off the bottom of the fifth inning before Ontiveros hit her 
home run with one out to give Army the lead and the eventual 
win.
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Andrle’s overtime winner lifts Hockey past Niagara

Junior forward Conor Andrle scored the game-winning goal in overtime to give Army West Point a 5-4 win against Niagara Feb. 11 at Tate Rink. The Black 
Knights improved to 15-11-4 overall and 13-9-2 in the Atlantic Hockey Association.                            Photo Courtesy of ArMy AthletiC CoMMuniCAtions

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

As the Army West Point Hockey team neared the end of 
overtime against Niagara Feb. 11, Conor Andrle netted the 
game-winning goal on a rebound following Zach Evancho’s 
initial attempt with 41 seconds remaining for a 5-4 victory over 
the Purple Eagles at Tate Rink.  

  
Army highlights and game notes 
• Army earned four points in its weekend sweep over Niagara. 

The Black Knights improved to 15-11-4 overall and 13-9-2 in 
the AHA.

• The Cadets now boast 28 points in the league to rank third.
• This was the Black Knights' first overtime win since facing 

Niagara last season on Jan. 30.
• C.J. Reuschlein netted two in the game, one coming on 

the power play.
• This was Army’s first power play goal since Jan. 14, against 

Mercyhurst.
•  Tyler Pham also had two in tonight's contest, a season-high.
 
How it happened
• Similar to Friday night’s game, the Purple Eagles scored 

quickly to take a 1-0 lead. Niagara converted 3:51 into the game 
with Keegan Harper finding the back of the net.

• The Purple Eagles netted their second of the night with 
under two minutes to play in the first frame, but Army did not 
go down without a fight.

• Blake Box head manned the puck to Andrle at the opposing 

blue line where he chipped it to Pham had an open lane to the 
front ofthe net.

• Pham scored the equalizing goal a little over three minutes 
into the second stanza to tie things up at 2-2.

• Andrle jammed the puck into Joe O'Brien in net, but Pham 
came racing up the ice and buried into the twine for the score.

• Niagara jumped ahead 3-2 with Harper scoring his second 
of the night at the 13:24 mark of the second.

• Reuschlein netted his second of the year off a great play 
setup by Trevor Fidler to retie the game with 3:59 on the clock 
in the second.

• The Purple Eagles took their fourth lead of the game when 

Tyler Tomberline scored off a rebounded shot 9:55 into the final 
period.

• Reuschlein tied things up again though with a power play 
goal with 7:32 remaining. Nick DeCenzo cleared the puck to 
Taylor Maruya who dumped it to Reuschlein.

• In overtime, Evancho setup the game winning goal. He 
took the initial shot and Andrle wrapped it around the netminder 
to seal the game.

 
Turning point 
• Andrle’s overtime goal was the Black Knights’ only tally 

to give them a lead in the game.
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Friday

3:30 p.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. Wagner, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

saTurday

9 a.m.—riFLe vs. usp, Tronsrue 
marksmanship cenTer.

saTurday

7:05 p.m.—hockey vs. hoLy cross, TaTe 
rink.

sunday

10 a.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. vassar, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

sunday

2 p.m.—WresTLing vs. navy, chrisTL 
arena.

monday

noon—men’s Lacrosse vs. vmi, michie 
sTadium.

Wednesday

7 p.m.—men’s baskeTbaLL vs. bosTon 
universiTy, chrisTL arena.
**vieW The upcoming army WesT 
poinT bLack knighTs scheduLe aT 
WWW.goarmyWesTpoinT.com/caLendar.
aspx?vType=LisT.

Sports calendar Corps Squad

Women’s Lacrosse downs Marist in season opener
Junior attackman Rachel Hornick (#36, third from left) celebrates with her teammates after scoring one of her career-high seven goals in Army West Point’s 
13-12 win over Marist Feb. 11 at Michie Stadium.                     Photo Courtesy of ArMy AthletiC CoMMuniCAtions 

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Led by junior attackman Rachel Hornick’s 
career-high seven goals, the Army West Point 
Women’s Lacrosse team topped Marist 13-12 
in its 2017 season opener Feb. 11 at Michie 
Stadium.   

  
Army highlights and game notes 
• The Black Knights won their season 

opening game for the first time in program 
history.

• Hornick led the team with a career-high 
seven goals and started the game with four 
straight.

• Erin Jollota also tallied record numbers in 
the game as she dished out five assists.

• Maddie Burns stepped into the game to 
notch eight critical saves and a team-high five 
groundballs.

• Amy Johnston added three points in the 
game off two goals and a helper, while Morgan 
Shorts also had two goals. Rilee Scott and 
Manuela Cortes each netted one a piece for 
Army.

 
How it happened

• The first half featured 19 goals by the two 
squads. The Red Foxes jumped on the board first 
and took a 2-1 lead before the Black Knights 
shifted the momentum in their favor.

• Hornick netted the first four goals of the 
game for Army to give the team a 4-2 lead.

• Marist answered back with two goals 
clocked 12 seconds apart to bring the score 
to 4-4.

• Johnston broke Hornick’s streak with a 
goal off an isolation drive up the middle with 
16:34 on the clock.

• The Red Foxes retook the lead with three 
consecutive goals.

• Army replied with a slew of goals from 
Manuea Cortes, Hornick from Johnston, 
Hornick from Maddie Miller and Shorts from 
Jollota.

• The second half began with Marist 
boasting a 10-9 advantage, but the Black 
Knights remained diligent and, after a quick 
Red Foxes goal, began a four-goal streak to 
push themselves ahead, 13-11, with 12 minutes 
remaining in the game.

• Scott netted the first goal of her career to 
start off the streak with the assist from Ryan 
Murphy.

• Then, Johnston scored off an eight-meter 

to tie things up. Hornick and Jollota connected 
once again on a man-up opportunity to take 
the lead.

• The Black Knights capitalized on a Marist 
turnover with 12 minutes to go and cleared the 
ball to Short who padded Army’s lead to 13-11.

• The Red Foxes rebounded with an eight 
meter man-up goal at the 3:48 mark to bring the 

game back within one.
• Army maintained possession at the close 

of the game to secure its victory.
 
Turning point 
• The Black Knights’ four-goal run at the 

end of the game excelled them to victory over 
the Red Foxes.


