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Yearlings enjoy 
their weekend

(Above) Class of 2019 Cadets and their dates gather together outside 
Washington Hall before Yearling Winter Weekend Feb. 4. (Left) Class of 
2019 Cadets honor their fallen classmates, Cadets Thomas Surdyke (in 
photo) and Brandon Jackson, who passed away in 2016, with banners 
commemorating their lives. Each member of the Class of 2019 signed the 
banners which memorialized each cadet. See Page 3 for story and photos.        
                Photo by miChelle eberhArt/Pv (Above) And John Pellino/dPtms vid (left)
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West Point improving processes through Lean Six Sigma
By Lean Six Sigma Program

The U.S. Military Academy (USMA) was 
recently transformed into a high-energy Lean 
Six Sigma Training Center Feb. 2. Graduates of 
the one-day Lean Six Sigma Yellow Belt course 
represented 10 organizations from across the 
Academy during a daylong Yellow Belt level 
certification for the U.S. Army’s Continuous 
Process Improvement program. 

Seven experienced local trainers led 
the event, resulting in 33 new Yellow Belt 
practitioners equipped with basic Lean Six 
Sigma (L6S) tools to return to their organization 
and improve day-to-day processes. 

Along with a similar event that took place 
in September and trained 34 staff and faculty, 
a total of 67 members of the West Point 
community have completed this entry level 
L6S training.

Lean Six Sigma combines two process 
improvement methods—Lean, focusing on 
reducing waste, and Six Sigma, reducing 
variation to improve quality. 

In an operating environment where you’re 
asked to do less with more, one goal is to 
develop a culture of continuous process 
improvement. 

Members of the West Point Lean 
Six Sigma Training team that taught 
33 people to become Yellow Belt 
practitioners equipped with the 
basic L6S tools to improve their 
organization’s day-to-day process. 
The trainers were: front row (left to 
right): Jason Medford (KACH), Master 
Sgt. Jeremy Schlegel (BAND), Sgt. 
1st Class Bill Cuthbert (BAND). Back 
row (left to right): Col. Doug McInvale 
(MATH), Capt. Micha Klein (CALDOL), 
Staff Sgt. Courtney Martin (BAND), Lt. 
Col. Jose Ramirez (DSE). 

The Department of the Army executes Lean 
Six Sigma through the Office of Business of 
Transformation (OBT). West Point is affiliated 
through local involvement by military and 
civilian leaders who collectively support L6S 
education, certification and projects for cadets, 
staff and faculty, and the workforce across 
the installation. Certification progress in the 
program is represented by the karate style 
colored ‘belts.’

The U.S. Military Academy supports 
the initiatives of the Army’s Business 
Transformation culture, to improve the quality, 
cost and speed of operations and processes. 

However, Lean Six Sigma principles have 
been utilized in the private sector for years, 
initially introduced by Motorola in the 1970s. 

Over time, the methodology has been 
applied across many industries, especially 
the services sector, and now, the federal 
government. 

“We’re just building on years of success by 
local operations researchers and responding to 
positive feedback from our recent events that 
trained dozens of individuals across West Point 
with dozens more on waiting lists for training,” 
Col. Doug McInvale, Math Department 
professor and Master Black Belt, said. 

Recent participants from organizations 
including: USCC, Garrison, IMCOM, ODIA, 
USMAPS and MEDCOM gained a basic 

working knowledge of the Lean Six Sigma 
methodology using the Define, Measure, 
Analyze, Improve and Control framework, 
while participating in an interactive Federal 
Budget simulation that immediately connected 
conceptual learning with hands-on application. 

“What an amazing presentation. I am totally 
looking forward to more training. I’d love to be 
first on the list,” Chevonne Small, an LPN and 
Program Assistant at Keller Army Community 
Hospital, said.

Completing Yellow Belt training sets a 
strong foundation for select participants to later 
attend a Green Belt or Black Belt certification 
course, which involves attending two- or four-
weeks of classroom instruction, where they 
will learn advanced problem-solving tools and 
techniques.  

Every year, the Army nets significant cost 
savings through Lean Six Sigma Projects. Local 
initiatives such as the “Post Taxi Service & 
Central Post Shuttle Transportation Project,” 
demonstrated tangible savings in 2016. 

Master Sgt. Jeremy Schlegel, of the West 
Point Band, led this effort on his way to 
becoming a newly certified Black Belt.  

Schlegel serves as the L6S program NCOIC. 
“It is exciting to see so many departments 

and seniority levels represented at training. 
It shows that there is an appetite for making 
improvements at all levels of the Academy,” 

Schlegel said.
Capt. Micah Klein, a member of the Dean’s 

staff, recently completed his Lean Six Sigma 
certification project and is the Army’s newest 
Lean Six Sigma Green Belt at West Point. 

Klein credits the strong support network of 
Lean Six Sigma professionals on West Point 
for inspiring him. 

“I’m in awe at how many people wanted to 
support me during the course of my project,” 
Klein explained. 

Klein’s project anticipates an estimated 
savings to the government of over $200,000 
over the next seven years.

“L6S is not magic, but the philosophy and 
tools promote quality across many areas. The 
exciting part is connecting quality people with 
quality improvement achievements in local 
processes that benefit of our community,” 
McInvale said. 

Plans are underway to hold a two-week 
Green Belt training course at West Point this 
summer. 

To learn more about the program, visit https://
www.army.mil/standto/archive/2011/04/11. 

Sign up to receive, Lean Six Sigma Minute, 
the program’s monthly newsletter, or request 
training by contacting Schlegel at 845-938-
1338 or Jeremy.Schlegel@usma.edu or Jason 
Medford at 845-938-6940 or Jason.J.Medford.
civ@mail.mil.

Staff and faculty from across the U.S. Military Academy apply L6S process improvement skills in a hands-on exercise 
Feb. 2. Graduates of the one-day Lean Six Sigma Yellow Belt course represented 10 Academy organizations during a 
daylong Yellow Belt level certification for the U.S. Army’s Continuous Process Improvement program.     Courtesy Photos
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YWW: Class of 2019 honors fallen classmates while celebrating milestone
Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Yearling Winter Weekend for the Class of 
2019 took place Feb. 4 at Washington Hall.  
While the night was filled with celebration, it 
also commemorated the lives of Class of 2019 
Cadets Thomas Surdyke and Brandon Jackson.  

“Although tonight we celebrate Yearling 
Winter Weekend and the culmination of our 
achievements as we look exuberantly toward 
the future; we must always remember our 
past, and our fallen,” Cadet Collin Cooley, 
Class of 2019 Ring and Crest Chairperson, 
said. “Tonight, we pay homage to two of our 
classmates and brothers: Thomas Surdyke and 
Brandon Jackson. While they are not with us 
this evening, Tom and Brandon will forever 
live on in the spirit of this class.”

The class then watched a video made by 
Cadet Ian Mcbride, paying homage to their 
fallen comrades. 

Following the video, cadets brought out 
banners signed by members of the Class of 2019 
with quotes that embodied each of the cadets 
who had passed on.

Surdyke’s banner read, “As iron sharpens 
iron, so one man sharpens another.”  Jackson’s 
read, “Scared money don’t make no money.”

Surdyke’s mother and father, Janice and 
Tim, attended the ceremony in honor of their 
son.

Following the remembrance, Class of 2019 
President, Cadet John Iredale, spoke to his class.  
He said that he can describe his class using three 

words: Family, Warriors and a Beacon to the 
people around them.

“We are brothers and sisters. We share 
a bond that cannot be imitated by any other 
type of relationship… We have fought through 
hardships to get to where we are today and have 
endured numerous obstacles. We are tough, 
resilient, strong and agile,” he said about being 
a family of warriors.

“The United States Military Academy is 
training us to not only be a fighting force, but 
this institution is instilling and influencing our 
morality,” Iredale added.  “We are inspiring the 
world around us.”

Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen 
Jr. then took the podium, welcoming the 
Class of 2019 and guests. He also took time to 
memorialize the fallen cadets.

“I know our thoughts are also with our two 
brothers whom we honored this evening, Tom 
Surdyke and Brandon Jackson,” he started.  “I 
know they are here with us in spirit tonight, 
celebrating with you. They will never be 
forgotten and they will always be part of the 
Long Gray Line.”

Caslen continued by honoring the Class of 
2019, noting the strength of the cadets.

“One thing is for sure, the Class of 2019 is 
strong, and doing well, and I speak for the entire 
leadership team when I say that we could not be 
more proud in all that you have accomplished 
thus far… you’re all doing great, and keep it 
up,” he said.

Then ,  Cas l en  i n t roduced  fo rmer 
Undersecretary of the Army, Patrick Murphy, 

by highlighting his achievements and one event 
in particular that hits close to home.

“During Navy week here, you’ll recall, that 
he did a tandem jump with the Army’s parachute 
team, the Golden Knights, and landed in the 
middle of the plain and, since after that jump, 
we ended the 15th year losing streak and beat 
Navy that weekend, I asked him that he come 
back next December for another jump,” he said.  
“We just don’t want to mess up the mojo.” 

Murphy began by thanking the Class of 
2019 for having him, and also remembered 
Surdyke and Jackson.

“Thank you.  Thank you for allowing me to 
be part of your family, because I will tell you, 
I know you’ve already gone through a lot of 
adversity, losing two of your brothers,” he said.

Murphy went on to remind the cadets of the 
achievement it takes to get accepted to be a cadet 
at West Point, noting that while 14,000 high 
schoolers may open a file, only 2,299 actually 
qualify to get in and only 1,262 were admitted 
to enter the Class of 2019.

“You’re here,” he said. “You’re here at a 
place that I like to refer to as the Athens and 
Sparta of America, because every cadet at West 
Point is an athlete, every cadet has to have 
scholastic ability above their peers to lead men 
and women when they leave here.”

Murphy said that there are three attributes 
to West Pointers that stand out. The first, that 
West Point created leaders who are independent 
thinkers.

“When you are here, you are educated,” he 
said. “You are here to be critical thinkers and 

we need you to lead this Army.”
Second, is the winning culture, mentioning 

he was proud of the cadets for beating Navy at 
football in December and for winning four of 
four sporting events against Navy the same day 
as the banquet.

“When you win in the small things, you 
win in the big things,” he stated. “The Army is 
America’s varsity team.  The land forces of our 
country, the Army and the Marine Corps, have 
done the heavy lifting, have answered the call, 
have done what it took to keep our families safe 
here at home and I applaud the Class of 2019 
because you all signed up knowing what you’re 
going to get into.”

The last, is West Point’s mission, to develop 
leaders of character for a lifetime of service.

“You are expected to serve for a lifetime, 
you are expected to serve this nation and to 
give back,” he said. “That’s what veterans do 
all the time.”

Murphy thanked the class for allowing him 
to come speak with them and finished with a 
final thought.

“Always remember why you came here in 
the first place, and that is to serve,” Murphy 
concluded. “To represent the United States of 
America, and in John’s words, to be a warrior, 
to do what’s necessary, and do what’s necessary 
to make all of your classmates, your moms and 
dads, and your loved ones proud, especially, to 
Tom and Brandon.”

Following Murphy’s speech, Iredale 
presented him with a cadet saber as a token of 
gratitude. 

Former Undersecretary of the Army, Patrick Murphy, speaks to the Class of 
2019 during Yearling Winter Weekend about his appreciation for West Point’s 
independent thinkers, winning culture and creating leaders of character for a 
lifetime of service. 

“Yearling Winter Weekend was an opportunity for me to bring my best friend 
to a dance, show him West Point. My dad’s pretty much my best friend, he 
doesn’t really know much about West Point, so last year, I brought him as my 
date and this year I decided to do the same thing, and show him how cool West 
Point really is… I think Yearling Winter Weekend is one of the stepping stones 
to finally graduating from West Point, it’s like you’re almost done with your 
second year at West Point, in a couple months, we’re going to affirm, and it’s 
kind of like taking into reality that this is real, you’re about to join the Army.” 
—Class of 2019 Cadet Angelita Martinez.
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Cadet-run sports program leadership summit for 
high school students teaches inclusion and teamwork
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Student leaders of five high schools from 
the Hudson Valley area, including James I. 
O’Neill High School, attended a Unified Sports 
Leadership Summit Feb. 3 to gain ideas and 
thoughts on how best to expand their Unified 
Sports Program in their schools.

The Unified Sports Program joins people 
with learning and physical challenges on the 
same sports teams as able-bodies individuals  
to train together and play together to promote 
friendship and understanding in a shared 
competitive experience. 

Unified Sports was pioneered by Special 
Olympics and is run in partnership with Special 
Olympics. 

All participants have modest skills and 
the teammates’ varied challenges place the 
emphasis on teamwork.

Class of 2018 Cadets Jordan Isham, Liam 
Fulton, Mike Garrett and Class of 2019 Cadet 
Ellen Dougherty brought five schools from the 
Hudson Valley to West Point to brainstorm how 
they can expand the program in their respective 
high schools.

“We gather them in small groups in their 
school and they work on how they can implement 
expansion of their program to include those with 
disabilities,” Dougherty said. 

One of the ways to expand a program, for 
example, is to find times and availability for 
the use of the school’s gym and ways to get the 
community involved.

“At West Point, we partnered with the Army 
Community Service and the Exceptional Family 
Members Program, which has been a great 
help,” Dougherty said. “We started here as a 
group two years ago and meet twice a month. It’s 

Nathan Johnson, Director of the Unified Sports for Special Olympics for New York, speaks to high school students 
from five high schools in the community, including James O'Neill High School, on ways to expand Unified Sports into 
their schools and how get their classmates involved and ways to spread the word to children with disabilities to join 
in and learn or play a sport.
also a way for families to explore the program.”

Isham started the program at West Point and 
began involving other cadets. 

The Unified Sports Program has faced many 
challenges since its inception, largely due to the 

lack of funding, but the program continues to 
grow each year and the cadets have never failed to 
make use of local venues and services for events.

“I started the Unified Sports Program when 
I was a plebe two and a half years ago,” Isham 

said. “Although not a Directorate of Cadet 
Activities Club, Unified Sports is a cadet-run 
program for special needs families in the 
community, largely consisting of Sunday 
afternoon get-togethers such as playing soccer, 
horseback riding and bowling. Over the past 
three years, the program has served about 
40 children and their families with over 50 
cadets volunteering their time. Much of the 
program’s success is due Mrs. Josephine 
Toohey, program manager of the Exceptional 
Family Member Program who helps to run 
and support the program each semester. This 
past week, the cadets of the Unified Sports 
Program launched West Point’s first youth 
leadership summit in partnership with the 
Special Olympics, New York. The theme for 
the summit is “Leading with Inclusion.”

Toohey said the program is going well and 
continues to grow as community members 
become aware of the program.

“We query families to see what is important 
to them,” Toohey said. “What is great to see 
is the friendships with the children and the 
families that have developed over the two 
years the program has been in existence and 
families are very interested in the surrounding 
area. Few towns support this type of program. 
The West Point Unified Sports Program 
includes children with or without special needs 
around the community and includes families 
and siblings.”

The West Point Unified Sports Program individuals play basketball with community children with or without special 
needs to foster friendships and understanding.
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities

Powerlifting: The Army Powerlifting team traveled to Latham, New York for the Northeast 
Powerlifting Championships Jan. 28-29. This served as an opportunity for all new members 
to qualify for the USAPL Collegiate Nationals and for all veteran members to help the new 
members make sure they were at the right place at the right time and using good judgment when 
calling their attempt numbers. 

IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES
Of the new members of the team, all successfully qualified for nationals, with 10 cadets 

receiving medals in their respective weight classes. Furthermore, no members missed any more 
than one lift in any of their attempts. 

Even when it wasn’t a particular cadet’s turn to lift, they were consistently there to support 
their teammates. 

Army Powerlifting is now 10 short weeks away from USAPL nationals. 
The team plans to continue to grow stronger and more knowledgeable with every day that 

passes so they can dominate at nationals the same way they did last year. 
First-place medalists were Annette Yoon, Matthew McDonough, Allison Voll, John Linden, 

Julia Hsu and Brian Degori. Second-place medalists were John Roll, Denny Chung, Tim Sweeney 
and Brandon Roseborough.

 
Climbing (Mountaineering): The West Point Climbing team competed in the first 

collegiate climbing competition of the year Jan. 28 in Fairfield, Connecticut. Along with West 
Point, more than 10 schools competed in the competition to include Rochester Institute of 
Technology, University of Connecticut and Yale University. 

Members of the climbing team competed in speed climbing, bouldering and top roping. 
For eight members of the team this was their first competition and first chance to employ the 
long hours of practice. 

The climbing team performed well, and had many individual standout performances. The 
team had 26 placements in the top 20 in the various divisions. 

Most notably Class of 2020 Cadet Morgan Hall placed eighth in the women’s bouldering 
division in her first competition. Class of 2017 Cadet Lyra Kwak placed ninth in women’s top 
rope and second in women’s speed climbing. 

Class of 2017 Cadet Mick Boggs and Class of 2018 Cadet Peter Mueller placed fifth and 
eighth, respectively, in men’s top rope respectively. Mueller and Class of 2017 Cadets Brian 
Hazen and Dan Reape took third, sixth and ninth place, respectively, in men’s speed climbing. 

This competition was a strong start to the season and just the first step to a successful season.
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National Museum recognizes African-
Americans’ contribution to armed forces
By David Vergun
Army News Service 

ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, Md.—Chenel R. Banks' 
timing was impeccable.

In September, she flew from Afghanistan to the U.S. for 
rest and relaxation, or R&R leave, just in time to visit the 
grand opening of the Smithsonian National Museum of African 
American Heritage and Culture on the Mall in Washington, D.C.

A program analyst with Army Communications-Electronics 
Command, G-5, Banks has always been proud of her African-
American heritage, and so has her family. The museum, she said, 
stands as a powerful reminder of the many reasons for that pride.

Among the prominent African-American figures celebrated 
are Civil-Rights leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa 
Parks, and sports luminaries like Muhammad Ali and Jackie 
Robinson. Displays showcase the musical instruments, attire 
and memorabilia of music legends Billie Holiday, Ray Charles 
and many others. 

But for Banks, the military portion of the museum is the 
most relevant. An entire section of the museum is devoted to 
the African-Americans who served in the armed forces in every 
campaign, from the Revolutionary War up to today. Uniforms, 
weapons and accouterments are on display, as well as letters and 
manuscripts.

A number of Banks’ family members served in the military 
or are currently serving. Her grandfather served in the Army; her 
uncles served in the Marine Corps; her ex-husband is a retired 
Soldier; and her Soldier son, Duvowel Peaker Jr., currently serves 
as a 25Q multichannel transmission system operator/maintainer 
stationed at Fort Bliss, Texas.

After her R&R, Banks returned to Bagram Air Base to finish 
her deployment. During her deployment, an attack on Nov. 12 at 
the base by a suicide bomber killed four Americans and injured 
17 others. The blast shook her living quarters, an intermodal 
container.

“It was very scary,” she remembered. “At the time, we didn't 

African-American Soldiers contributed to the war effort during World War I, as depicted in this painting 
at the Smithsonian National Museum of African American Heritage and Culture. Many interesting and 
informative items are on display at the new museum on the Mall in Washington, D.C. Photo Credit by u.s. Army

(Left) The uniform and memorabilia of former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Colin 
Powell is on display at the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American Heritage and Culture 
on the Mall in Washington, D.C. He later became 
secretary of state.         Photo by dAvid vergun

know what was happening. We get incoming rockets all the time, 
right after the sirens sound. But this time, no sirens went off to 
warn us.”

Despite the danger of living and working in Afghanistan, 
Banks said, she was glad she went. 

“It was the best experience in my life,” she said. “Working 
close to the warfighter and experiencing what's really happening 
in that deployed environment.”

Her deployment ended in December. She has since returned 
to her hometown of Aberdeen, Maryland, where as a high school 
student she once ran track and was a cheerleader. Today, she 
works as a portfolio manager for the MITRE Corps. She handles 
their information-technology contracts for all of the services.

In her free time, she is working on her genealogy, which she 
says is a complex pursuit. The lives of her African-American 
ancestors were not well documented, so she expects the project 
will remain a work in progress for some time.

Each year, she and others celebrate Black History Month 
by attending the Black History Month Concert, held on the 
installation. She looks forward to going again this year with 
her daughter, Pashayla Peaker, a student at nearby Harford 
Community College.

U.S. Army uniforms, photos and equipment from 
the Vietnam era are on display at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African American Heritage and 
Culture on the Mall in Washington, D.C.  
                        Photo by dAvid vergun
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Calway wins Armed Forces Cross Country Championship
Submitted by West Point Marathon Team

On a snow covered golf course in Bend, Oregon, Department 
of Physical Education Capt. Kelly Calway won the Armed 
Forces Cross Country Championship Feb. 4.   

Heavy snow covered the course with two feet of snow, but 
a legion of volunteers using snow blowers and shovels cleared 
a 2-kilometer loop through the snow in time for the race. While 
the course was marked with two foot snowbanks on each side, 
warming temperatures and rain provided runners with a wet 
and sloppy course of ice, slippery grass and mud on race day. 

Calway settled into the lead by the first kilometer of the 
10K course and held a six-second lead over teammate Capt. 
Meghan Curran, 2009 USMA graduate, after the first lap. By 
the end of the second lap, it was a two-person race between the 
two Army runners.  

Curran reduced the gap on the third lap, but Calway pulled 
away on the final two laps, finishing 10 seconds ahead of Curran 
with a time of 38:18. 

This was Calway’s third Armed Forces Cross Country title, 
but the first since 2013.  

Overall, Calway was happy with her performance.  
“Due to deployment, pregnancy and injury, it’s been a while 

since I’ve put on spikes and raced in the mud,” Calway, the DPE 
instructor, said. “The conditions and the course were tough, but 
I had a solid day and happy to reclaim the title.”  

Last year’s champion from the Navy finished a distant third, 
more than a minute and a half behind and prevented the Army 
from sweeping the podium.  

The tough conditions didn’t faze the Army runners who 
soundly won the team title by placing all six runners in the 
top ten.  

Spec. Ruth Keino finished fourth, 2nd Lt. Jennifer Comfort 
(2015 USMA graduate) came in seventh, Sgt. Ester Spradling 
finished eighth and Spec. Susan Tanui came in 10th. 

It was the team’s third consecutive victory over the other 
services.

Calway attributed the team’s strong performance to the 
Army West Point Track and Field team’s victory over Navy 

Feb. 4.  
“The Women’s team spent race morning live streaming the 

Members of the All-Army Women’s Cross Country team pose for a team shot after their strong preformance 
at the Armed Forces Cross Country Championship Feb. 4. From left to right are Spec. Susan Tanui, Capt. 
Kelly Calway, 2nd Lt. Jennifer Comfort (USMA ’15), Sgt. Ester Spradling, Capt. Meghan Curran (USMA ’09) 
and Spec. Ruth Keino.

Army Navy Track Meet and drew inspiration from the incredible 
performances of the Cadets on the Army West Point Track 
team,” Calway said.  

The three-hour time difference allowed the team to watch 
just prior to starting their warm-up.  

Col. Liam Collins, coach of the All-Army team and 
Department of Military Instruction’s Director of Defense and 
Strategic Studies Program, was pleased with the women’s 
performance. 

“For half the team, this was their first 10K cross country race 
and their first Armed Forces Championship, so it was great to 
see them perform so well on a very challenging course,” Collins 
said. “Kelly (Calway) hasn’t run a cross country race in four 
years, so it was particularly impressive to see her get the win 
and pickup right where she left off.” 

In addition to coaching, Collins also raced in the U.S. 
Masters (over 40) National Championship and finished in 11th 
place.  

Not to be outdone, the All-Army men also soundly defeated 
their service rivals for the fifth straight year.  

In additional to winning the Armed Forces title, Olympian 
Spec. Leonard Korir was crowned as the U.S. national champion 
when he outkicked former Army Reservist Stanley Kebenei to 
the finish line.  

The Armed Forces race is held in conjunction with the U.S. 
national championship, which allows the Army runners to race 
against not only the best runners from the other services, but 
also the best runners in the country.  

Teammate and fellow Olympian Spec. Shadrack Kipchirchir, 
joined Korir on the podium with his third-place finish.  

With their finish, Korir and Kipchirchir qualified for the U.S. 
national team and will be representing the U.S. at the World 
Cross Country Championships in Kampala, Uganda in March.  

Capt. Kelly Calway, a Department of Physical Education instructor, won the Armed Forces Cross Country 
Championship Feb. 4 in Bend, Ore.  Calway pulled away on the final two laps, finishing 10 seconds ahead 
of Capt. Meghan Curran, 2009 USMA graduate, with a time of 38:18.               Photos by tom higgins/All-Army sPorts 
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            Religious Services POCs
USMA Chaplain—Col. Matt Pawlikowski at 938-3316.

Garrison Chaplain—Lt. Col. David Jacob at 938-
6717/2003.

Catholic Community Chaplain—Maj. Ken Bolin at 
938-3721/8760.

Jewish Community Chaplain—Capt. David Ruderman 
at 938-2766/2710.

Protestant Community Chaplain—Lt. Col. Brett 
Charsky at 938-0585/3412.

USCC Brigade Chaplain—Lt. Col. Harold Cline at 938-
0585/3412.

Website to access services: http://www.westpoint.
army.mil/documents/ReligiousServices_rso.pdf  
 
                 Religious Services
Assembly of God—Sunday, 10 a.m. at 134 Old State 
Road in Highland Falls.

• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment 
Response Hotline: 845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, 
Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 
845-938-7479 or email kathryn.hermon@
usma.edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 
845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-
5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri Safford—
call 938-4150 or cheri.k.safford.mil@mail.
mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—
call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu.

SHARP 
Resources

Religious Services at West Point
Church of Christ—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet 
Interfaith Center, Bldg. 147.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints—
Sunday, 10 a.m. at Thayer Hall, Room 144.

Eastern Orthodox—Sunday, 9 a.m. at St. Martin’s Chapel 
in the Cadet Chapel.

Episcopal—Sunday, 10 a.m. at the Church of the Holy 
Innocents in Highland Falls.

Jewish—Friday, 7 p.m. at the Jewish Chapel.

Lutheran—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Old Cadet Chapel in 
the West Point Cemetery.

Muslim—Friday, noon-1:45 p.m. at the Cadet Interfaith 
Center, Bldg. 147.

Gospel—Sunday, 12:30 p.m. at the Post Chapel.

Protestant—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Chapel and 
the Post Chapel. Sunday, 5 p.m. in Robinson Auditorium.

Catholic—Saturday, 5 p.m. and Sunday, 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Most Holy Trinity Chapel.
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Keller’s OBU leads MEDCOM in Satisfaction Survey

The Keller Army Community Hospital Obstetrical Unit (OBU) was #1 in the U.S. Army Medical Command (MEDCOM) for obstetrical patient satisfaction, as 
documented in the TRICARE Inpatient Satisfaction Survey (TRISS) for Fiscal Year 2016.  Pictured is the OBU Labor & delivery team. From left-right are: (First 
row) Deborah Peddy, Nurse Manager, Cynthia Chapman and Nancy Wills; (Second row) Jadelle Comitz, Alicia Hughes, Mary Elizabeth Toler, and Cynthia Flynn; 
(Third row) Sgt. 1st Class Garrett Fisher, Denise Wambeke, and Sgt. Elizabeth White. Missing from the team photo are Veronica Cafarella, Patricia Hand, Eileen 
Piacente and Veronica Steadman.                               Courtesy Photo

By Robert K. Lanier 
Keller Army Community Hospital Public Information 
Officer

The Keller Army Community Hospital Obstetrical Unit 
(OBU) was #1 in the U.S. Army Medical Command (MEDCOM) 
for obstetrical patient satisfaction, as documented in the 
TRICARE Inpatient Satisfaction Survey (TRISS) for Fiscal Year 
2016. Keller’s OBU was ranked number one, out of 18 hospitals 
with obstetric units in MEDCOM, with a score of that was 11.6 
percent higher than the benchmark.

“The patient experience starts in the OB/GYN Clinic 
and ends on the OBU,” said Col. Rebecca Douglas, Keller’s 
Deputy Commander for Nursing & Health Services. “The 
entire OB department had a part in making this happen. This is 
a phenomenal accomplishment and something to be extremely 
proud of. I want to personally thank the OB staff for their 
dedication and the outstanding care they provide to our patients.”

The TRICARE Inpatient Satisfaction Survey’s survey 
instrument incorporates questions developed by the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality and the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services for the Hospital Consumer Assessment of 
Healthcare Providers and Systems (HCAHPS) initiative. 

The goal of the HCAHPS initiative is to uniformly measure 
and publicly report patients’ experience with their inpatient 
care through use of a standardized survey instrument and data 
collection methodology. 

The information derived from the survey can be useful for 
internal quality improvement initiatives, to assess the impact 
of changes in operating procedures, and to provide feedback to 
providers and patients. 

Comparison of these data, with the results from previous 
surveys as well as comparisons to civilian benchmark data, will 
measure Department of Defense progress in meeting its goals 
and objectives of high quality healthcare. 

These surveys measure beneficiary user satisfaction with 
inpatient experiences. 

The TRISS reports on the experiences of adults who receive 
medical, surgical, and obstetrics inpatient services from the 
Military Health System’s 58 direct care MTFs and through the 
Military Health System civilian network of providers purchased 
care arrangements. 

The survey is conducted for TRICARE’s Defense Health 
Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation division.

“I would like to thank the beneficiaries,” said Col. Eric 
Sones, Keller’s Hospital Commander, “because their input has 

“Mark your calendars,” because Feb. 23 is the Great 
American Spit Out … and Keller Army Community Hospital, 
Mologne Cadet Health Clinic and the Center for Personal 
Development are ready to be an integral part of the process, 
of improving your health and wellness, by helping you quit 
the use of smokeless tobacco.

Every Monday and Thursday in February, the Keller 
Army Community Hospital Facebook page will provide steps 
to assist you with quitting smoking. 

In between the posts, the professional staffs of KACH, 
Mologne and CPD are ready to improve the health and 
wellness of the Cadets, military members, the military 
community and all of our beneficiaries. 

Together, we can help you quit … and, possibly, get you 
to enjoy a smoke/tobacco-free lifestyle.

KACH launches the Great 
American Spit Out campaign 

been integral in the OBU’s ability to continually improve upon 
the services we provide.” 
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

abward22: Jokes almost as bad as his football team but still 
a keeper.

nkantas: Civil War x Prom
thejacksonaction: Beating the hell out of Navy yesterday was 
definitely one of the greatest feelings in the world. #BeatNavy

zach_turner28: Future wife and future Ranger buddy looking good for 
the Infantry Ball.
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Casino Night Poker Tournament

The West Point Spouses’ Club has its biggest fundraiser with 
the Casino Night Poker Tournament (see ad on page 13) from 
6-11 p.m. Feb. 24. 

There is a silent auction, a beverage pull and other fun casino 
games. 

For tickets or other details, visit the Spouses’ Club Website 
at http://www.westpointspousesclub.com/Casino_Night.html. 

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work, and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. 

Meetings include time to socialize and discuss the joys and 
challenges of motherhood, speakers from the community on a 
variety of topics, and creative activities. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister Room 
of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month.

There is a registration fee and because the group meets in the 
evenings, childcare will not be provided.   

For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@gmail.
com and visit us at our informational table at the WPSC Super 
Sign Up event today at the West Point Club.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 

meets every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at the West Point Post 
Chapel. Childcare is available.  

The evening class meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Chapel. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and check out 
PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC.

Army West Point Gymnastics World Record Event
The Army West Point Gymnastics Program wants to get the 

entire Corps of Cadets, local schools and gymnastics programs 
involved in shattering the current world record for the most people 
performing cartwheels simultaneously.

West Point has been selected as the site for the 2017 NCAA 
Men’s Division I Gymnastics Championships. 

This three-day competition will be held April 20-22, 2017 
at Christl Arena. This marks the third time since 2005 that West 
Point has hosted this championship meet. 

To celebrate the occasion and demonstrate to the world 
that all West Point cadets are trained in activities that promote 
and enhance a healthy lifestyle, physical fitness and movement 
behavior, the Academy wants to break the current  cartwheels 
record, which is 690. 

This event can easily break this record and it’s West Point’s  
intent to do it in a manner that showcases the professionalism, 
athleticism and spirit of West Point to the Nation. 

The intent is to break the world record at 11:30 a.m. April 
20. This is a Thursday, which is the first day of the NCAA 
Championships. 

Groups interested in participating in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity should contact Head Gymnastics Coach, Doug Van 
Everen, at 845-938-3802 or email at Doug.VanEveren@usma.edu 
or Capt. Josh Burnett, Army West Point Gymnastics Operations 
Officer, at 845-938-6623 or email at Joshua.Burnett@usma.edu.

Black History Month Observance
The Black History Month Observance takes place from noon-

12:45 p.m. Feb. 16 at the West Point Grand Ballroom.
The oberservance is to celebrate and recognize the 

Navy Education Services  
In compliance with Navy policy, current Sailors are instructed 

to only use Navy Vol Education services.
Naval members are encouraged to visit the new and improved 

Navy College Program website at www.navycollege.navy.mil to 
identify the education resources available to them.

If you are requesting language testing, the Army Education 
Center can continue to provide that service.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For any questions, visit the church website at www.
gracebaptistny.org. 

West Point Tax Assistance Center
The West Pont Tax Assistance Center opens Wednesday 

and is located next to the Claims Office on the first floor of 
Building 626, across from Buffalo Soldier Field.

IRS-trained tax preparers will be available to answer your 
questions and file your tax returns from 9-11:30 a.m. and 1-4 
p.m. Monday through Friday through April 7.

Call 845-938-5920 to schedule an appointment, as 
services are by appointment only. Call early to schedule your 
appointment and come with your military ID.

Federal and state income tax preparation is free for 
active duty service members stationed at West Point, eligible 
dependents and all cadets. Due to reductions in personnel 
at the West Point Tax Assistance Center, preparers are not 
authorized to prepare business or corporate tax returns or 
provide tax service to retirees.

The Tax Assistance Center can e-file most federal and 
state income tax forms. 

To have your taxes prepared, you will need the following 
information and forms at time of appointment (as applicable):

• W2 (Wage and Earnings Statemetnt);
• Spouse’s SSN and Date of Birth;
• Children’s SSNs and Dates of Birth;
• Voided Check with Bank Routing and Account #’s;
• 1099DIV (Dividend Statement);
• 1099B (Sale of Stock and Mutual Funds);
• 1099INT (Interest Statment);
• 1099R (Retirement Pay);
• Itemized Deduction Receipts;
• Tuition Receipts + 1098T;
• 2016 Tax Return (if available and tax return was not 

completed by the tax center);
• HUD-1 settlement statements for new home purchase 

and sales;
• Sales Tax receipts for the purchase of a new automobile;
• Power of Attorney (if you are filling for a spouse who 

will not be present to sign the return).

Community
contributions of African/Black Americans throughout the United 
States of America’s History.  

This year’s guest speaker is Leslie T. Fenwick, Ph.D., Dean 
Emerita of the Howard University School of Education and a 
professor of education policy.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT

CYSitters Babysitting Course
The Babysitting Course is designed to familiarize teens 

with the responsibilities of babysitting and also teach skills and 
techniques needed for sitters to become competent and caring.  

Students will receive training materials, a certifi cate of 
completion and a wallet size babysitting course card. 

There is a free class from 3-6 p.m. March 6 for 11 year olds 
at the Youth Center. There is another course from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. March 11 for ages 12 and up with a minimal fee at the Lee 
CDC. To register, call 938-3969.

West Point School Age Center Summer Camp
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in kindergarten through fi fth grade. 
The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 

children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 
Weekly sessions begin June 12. 

To request summer camp care, log on to militarychildcare.
com anytime beginning Wednesday. 

For more details, call 845-938-4458/0939.

CYS Services needs Basketball coaches
Child, Youth and School Services is looking for coaches for 

its winter recreation basketball season. 
There will be four divisions: Little Shooters for 4 year olds, 

Training League for 5-6 year olds, Collegiate League for 7-8 
year olds and Jr. NBA for 9-11 year olds. 

Training and Collegiate Leagues will take place between 5-8 
p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays and the Jr. NBA will take place 
between 6-8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Little Shooters will take place from 10-10:45 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings. For details, call 938-8896.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Arts & Crafts January and February classes
• Today—“15 Lazy Susan, choose from 1 of 4 designs, 5-7 

p.m.. Supplies included;
• Feb. 23—Cookies and Canvas, dog and cat sunset, 5-6:30 

p.m.. Supplies included.
Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 

fee for the classes. For more details, call 938-4812.

Polar Fest
Come out for some winter fun for MWR’s annual Polar Fest 

from noon-7 p.m. Saturday at the Victor Constant Ski Slope.  
Pre-registration will begin at the ski sales offi ce Jan. 30.  
Polar Passes include food, drink, live music and NASTAR 

ski and snowboard races. For details, call 938-8810.

Community General Skating at Tate Rink
The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2016-17 Community 

FOR THE ADULTS

CYS Sports Soccer and Baseball Registration
Recreational soccer and baseball registration for West Point 

residents runs from Monday through March 13. Registration for 
off-post residents runs from Feb. 27 through March 13.

Registration will only be granted to children whose physical 
will run through the full 10-week session. Recreational soccer 
games will be played from 5-6 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Recreational baseball games will be played from 5-7 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

For pricing and more details, call 938-4458.

West Point Club’s Samuel Adams Beer Dinner
Join the West Point Club for a four-course dinner paring a 

variety of lagers with our chef’s own creations from 6-9 p.m. 

General Skate at Tate Rink. 
It’s open to all West Point personnel, DOD personnel and 

families. All skaters must supply their own skates. 
The following will be the only dates and times available for 

skating: Sundays from 3:30-5 p.m. on Sunday and Feb. 19 and 26. 
For details, call the Skate hotline at 938-2991 or e-mail jim.

mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Events with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for its December event. The 

upcoming event includes:
• Feb. 23—Wicked on Broadway. Leave West Point at 4:30 

p.m. with an 8 p.m. curtain call. Leave NYC at 11 p.m. 
See the Tony award winning box offi ce smash now in its 11th 

year. Mezzanine Seating, Gershwin Theatre. 
For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-

3601. 

CYS Sports Winter Swimming Sessions
Registration is now open for the winter beginner and 

intermediate/advanced swim sessions. 
There will be an eight-week session for beginners, a six-

week session for intermediate, and two eight-week sessions for 
advanced. Register now to reserve your spot. 

For more details and pricing, call 938-8525.

Ski lesson Registration
The West Point Ski Lesson registration at Victor Constant 

Ski Area is ongoing. Patrons can register from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 

For more details, call 845-938-8810.

Ski Special Cadet Discount Weeks
• Class of 2017—100th Night Discount—Monday-Feb. 19; 
• Class of 2020—Plebe Parent Discount—March 6-12.
Hours available to get the discounts: 3-9 p.m. Monday- 

Friday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.
For details on special discounts, call 938-8810.

Bridal Tasting
Come out to the West Point Club from noon-3 p.m. Feb. 

19 for its annual Bridal Tasting event. The Club is focused on 
making your day special. Attend, take notes and ask questions. 

This event includes Hors d’Oeuvres, three-course dinner and 
dessert with a top shelf open bar. 

For West Point brides to be this event is complimentary. There 
is a minimal fee for all other attendees.

2017 West Point Racquetball League
The Family and MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2017 

West Point Racquetball League open to all USMA personnel 18 
years of age and older. The League will be held on the fourth 
fl oor of Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. 

This will be a monthly league with different formats being 
held from month to month. The second months league sign-ups 
are ongoing.

For more information, contact James McGuinness at 845-
938-3066 or by e-mail at jim.mcguinness@usma.edu.

School District Administrator Meet & Greet
Community parents are cordially invited to meet and greet 

lunch with local school district leaders Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Frank Sheboy Highland Falls–Fort Montgomery 
Central School District and Community Superintendent Helen 
Balilo, Mid-Atlantic District, DoDEA Americas, from 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 28 at the West Point Club’s Pierce Dining 
Room. Pay as you go lunch if you choose to stay and eat. 

No RSVP required. For more details, call 845-938-2092.

March 3 in the Pierce Dining Room. 
A brewery representative will be present to mingle during 

the event to outline each of the beers during dinner. 
For reservations and pricing, call 938-5120.

Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch
Join the West Point Club for its Valentine’s Sunday Brunch 

from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 12. Perfect for a family celebration.
Traditional brunch items will be served, which includes a 

chef attendent action station and chocolate specialty desserts. 
For more information and pricing, call 938-5120.

CYS Services need Soccer and Baseball Coaches
CYS Sports is looking for coaches for our spring recreation 

soccer and baseball season. 
There will be four divisions for soccer and three divisions 

for baseball. For details, call 938-8896.
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Keller Corner

Friday—“John Wick: Chapter 2,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday— “John Wick: Chapter 2,” R, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 17—“John Wick: Chapter 2,” R, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Pediatric Patients at KACH returned 
f rom Fami ly  Pract ice  back  to 
Pediatrician

TRICARE Enrollments for pediatric 
patients at Keller Army Community Hospital 
have now been reversed. Those that were 
changed to a Family Practice provider in 
October/November 2016 have been returned 
to a Pediatrician.

Letters were mailed to beneficiaries 
in early December 2016 and phone calls 
were completed in January 2017, notifying 
families of the change. 

Anyone who left a message on the 
Pediatrics Enrollment Hotline, your desire to 
remain with the new Primary Care Manager 
has been honored. 

The hotline, 845-938-6006, will remain 
available through Wednesday, for any 
additional questions or concerns. 

Keller’s Patient Advisory Committee 
to meet Wednesday

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Patient Advisory Committee will meet from 
3-4 p.m. Wednesday, in the Keller Dining 
Facility, second fl oor, KACH.

The PAC is open to the Greater West 
Point public and all benefi ciaries.

The goal of the PAC is to provide our 
benefi ciaries some insight into how Keller 
operates and to receive some input into how 
we can better serve our benefi ciaries. 

If you would like to attend the PAC, 
contact Barbara Norvell by phone at 938-
6550; or via e-mail at Barbara.a.norvell.
civ@mail.mil.

    
K A C H  E D I S  p r o v i d e s  f r e e 
Developmental/Hearing Screenings

We s t  P o i n t ’s  E d u c a t i o n a l  a n d 
Developmental Intervention Services 
(EDIS) program is scheduled to provide 
developmental/hearing screenings for West 

Point children from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Feb. 28. 

Screenings, which are for children ages 
birth to fi ve years, will be conducted at the 
Stony CDC (1207 Patrick Trail, West Point, 
NY) in conjunction with Audiology, EDIS 
and West Point Schools.

This service is “by appointment only.” 
To make an appointment, call EDIS at 845-
938-2689 or 938-6868. 

Some children may need help in 
reaching their developmental milestones 
in communication skills, learning, behavior 
and/or social interactions. 

The EDIS staff provides parent support 
and training to assist the child/family in 
reaching those milestones. 

EDIS is a voluntary program that 
encourages parental involvement and 
participation.  

JOES Replies Help Keller Better Serve 
Our Benefi ciaries

The Joint Outpatient Experience Survey 
has replaced the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey. JOES will combine 
and standardize long-standing methods 
used by the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Defense Health Agency/National Capital 
Region to learn about beneficiary health 
care experiences with the goal of making 
them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization. Keller requests that 
you don’t forget to fi ll out the survey if you 
receive it in the mail. Keller values you your 
comments and suggestions. 

Keller clinics can receive up to $1,000 for 
each “completely satisfi ed” survey returned. 

Surveys returned with satisfactory marks 
help us keep our clinics up to date with the 
latest equipment and services available.

• Melody in Motion: Come sing 
children’s songs, dance with ribbons, play 
instruments, march in a parade and play/
shake with parachutes with Desrae Gibby 
from 3:30-5 p.m. Monday at Washington 
Road. 

There will be a variety of music from 
a variety of countries with a variety of 
movements. To register, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by today.  

• Valentine’s Day Heart Bingo: 
Join us from 3:30-5 p.m. Tuesday at B126 
Washington Road and have fun playing Bingo 
with us. You could win your favorite candy 

bar and prizes. Come out and enjoy a game 
of Bingo or two with your family and friends.

 To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.
com by Friday.

• Talk Teeth with the Tooth Fairy: 
Brushing your teeth two minutes, two times 
a day, keeps your mouth healthy with a 
sparkling smile.  

Stop by B126 Washington Road from 10-
11:30 a.m. Feb. 17 to learn about preventive 
care, and to color and do activity pages as well 
as receive a new toothbrush. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Wednesday. 

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Feb. 16

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Feb. 9-16
Channels 8/23
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Items & 
E v e n t s 
to Know

Army West Point Athletics Association Press Release

The Department of the Army and the Army West Point 
Athletics Association have officially entered into a cooperative 
agreement that allows the AWPAA to provide support to the 
intercollegiate athletics program at the U.S. Military Academy.  

The result of this agreement will be a more agile athletics 
program that fully supports the mission of the U.S. Military 
Academy and more than 1,000 cadet athletes competing across 
30 intercollegiate sports. 

“We’re thankful to Congress and the Secretary of the Army 
for making this possible,” U.S. Military Academy Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen said. “This change will result in an even 
greater opportunity to develop our cadet athletes into leaders of 
character for the defense of our nation.”

The AWPAA is a non-profit organization approved under 
IRS Code 501(c)(3). 

“The AWPAA allows us to manage our program similar to 
other Division I institutions, including our sister academies. 
This agreement will provide our cadet-athletes the support 
and facilities required to succeed both as cadets and elite 
intercollegiate athletes,” Boo Corrigan, director of athletics, 
said. “We still have a great deal of work to complete as we move 
through this transition, but we are excited about the challenges 
that lie ahead. 

“The AWPAA will help us to foster an environment in which 

our cadet-athletes routinely achieve the upper-most limits of their 
potential both in the Corps and on the ‘friendly fields of strife,’” 
Corrigan added.

The AWPAA, as a 501(c)(3) organization, has the ability 
to manage personnel actions, negotiate contracts, engage in 
sponsorship opportunities and oversee the athletic facilities. 

Additionally, the agreement ensures the AWPAA remains 
compliant with auditing and accountability requirements, NCAA 
rules and regulations and, most importantly, academy standards 
and mission.  

The process will appear transparent to most, but will provide 
a level of flexibility that will provide an extraordinary Division I 
athletics experience that develops leaders of character committed 
to the values of Duty, Honor, Country.

The West Point Association of Graduates will work closely 
with AWPAA to collaborate and develop opportunities to promote 
Margin of Excellence Programs.  

“The West Point Association of Graduates is proud to 
continue supporting West Point and the athletics program,” Todd 
Browne, WPAOG president and CEO, said. “Our partnership 
with the new AWPAA will maintain the successful collaboration 
that has been in place with respect to securing gifts for Army 
Athletics facilities and teams.”

The AWPAA is authorized by federal law, will provide 
support on a reimbursable basis and is scheduled to be fully 
operational in 2018.  

DA, AWPAA enter agreement to support 
USMA intercollegiate  athletics program

Community/sPorts
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Women’s Track and Field beats Navy

Kamryn Brinson brought home to the gold with a toss of 17.76 meters in the 
weight throw as she helped Army West Point defeat Navy 100-81 Feb. 4 at Gillis 
Field House.                                   Photo Courtesy of Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions

sPorts

By Abby Aubart
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Track and 
Field team defeated Navy to win its third Army-
Navy indoor meet star in a row by a score of 
100-81 Feb. 4 at Gillis Field House. 

This was the first time in 22 years that Army 
has swept Navy in both a men's and women's 
track and field event

  
Army highlights and game notes 
Track events: 
• In the mile Abby Halbrook took a 

commanding lead finishing first with a time of 
4:58.40. She was followed closely by Cassie 
Mundekis who had a time of 5:02.11.

• In the 60 meter hurdles it was Lynne 
Mooradian with a season best time of 8.83 
seconds. She was joined by Skyler Goss who 
placed fourth with a time of 9.60 seconds.

• Calli McMullen beat her own personal 
best in the 400-meter dash while winning gold 
with a time of 58.72 seconds. Mooradian placed 
third with a time of 59.43 seconds.

• In the 500-meter dash, Kate Sanborn 
finished third with a time of 1:22.68. She was 
followed by Stephanie McDermott who finished 
fourth at 1:29.17.

• Emily Malone won a close 60-meter 
dash clocking a time of 7.82 seconds. Whidney 
Desormo just missed the top spot and finished 
second at also 7.82 seconds.

• Abby Halbrook took a wide lead in the 
800-meter run with a time of 2:13.48. She was 
joined by Haley Watson who clocked a time 
of 2:16.95.

• Samantha Coletti stood a top the podium 
in the 1000 meter run with a time of 2:56.63. 
Mundekis took second at 2:57.00.

• Malone captured another gold in the 
200-meter dash with a time of 25.38 seconds. 
She was followed by McMullen in second with 
a time of 25.39 seconds

• Bethany Nunnery won the 3000-meter run 
with a time of 9:55.83. Ramsey Wagner crossed 
the finish line in fourth with a time of 10:16.47.

• By the time of the 4 x 400-meter relay, the 
women had secured their victory. The 4 x 400 
meter team of Mooradian, Desormo, Mundekis 
and McMullen cruised into second with a time 
of 5:26.01.

• The 4x800-meter relay team was no 
different and was made up of Watson, Sanborn, 
Coletti and Andrea Karlen the Black Knights. 
They rolled into second with a time of 10:01.45.

 
Field events: 
• The day started with the long jump where 

Cori Lemere placed second with a leap of 5.25 
meters. She was joined by Deb Majkowicz who 
reached a distance of 5.22 meters.

• In the weight throw, it was Kamryn 
Brinson bringing home to the gold with a toss 
of 17.76 meters. Briyah Brown placed second 
with a distance of 16.56 meters.

• In the high jump, it was Emily Malone 
in second, reaching a team season best of 1.52 
meters.

• Tya’tianna Johnson captured gold in 
the triple jump with a lead of 11.33 meters. 
Johnson was joined by Majkowicz who leapt 
10.73 meters.

• In the shot put Briyah Brown continues to 
make a statement winning the event with a toss 
of 14.59 meters.

• The women’s pole vault closed out the 
events with Maddie Schneider placing third with 
a height of 3.35 meters.

 
Director of Track and Field/Cross 

Country Mike Smith’s comments:
• “I scored this meet as a one-point loss for 

us so going into it, I felt like every event would 
be highly contested and we would have to be 
almost perfect in order to win. In the end, the 
women really exceed my expectations. 

“The assistant coaches did a great job of 

preparing the athletes and we took some risks 
in how we entered and they paid off. We have 
a really young team and they competed like a 
really mature team. 

“We have a talented roster and I felt like 
we needed to put our talent in a position to be 
successful to have a chance to win and that 
happened everywhere today, throws, jumps, 

sprints, distance. We were outstanding, and if 
you look at the class years of our point scorers 
we have a lot of plebes and yearlings that got 
it done today. 

“It’s been 22 years since the last time Army 
men and women both won on the same day and 
I couldn’t be more proud of the way these kids 
got it done.”

Women’s Basketball shoots past Loyola
By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Basketball team earned its 
second straight win with a 67-48 defeat of Patriot League-rival 
Loyola Feb. 4 at Christl Arena.

Army improves to 16-6 overall and 7-4 in the Patriot League 
with the victory, while Loyola slips to 9-13 and 5-6. The Black 
Knights’ 19-point win was its largest Patriot League victory of 
the season, topping their previous high of eight points.

Sophomore Madison Hovren netted a game-high 28 points 
and pulled down 15 rebounds for her 12th double-double of the 
season. 

Junior Daizjah Morris scored 12 points and tallied four steals, 
while Destinee Morris also totaled 12 points.

Army highlights and game notes 
• Army improves to 9-5 all-time versus Loyola and moves 

to 8-1 against the Greyhounds in Patriot League regular-season 

contests.
• Hovren finished with 28 points and 15 rebounds for her 

12th double-double of the season, and her first since going for 
30 points and 22 boards at Colgate on Jan. 11.

• Hovren’s 12th double-double moved her into a tie with 
Aimee Oertner (USMA ’16) for fourth on Army’s career double-
double list since the 1990-91 season.

• Army outrebounded Loyola, 40-24.

Turning point
• Army led, 29-25, at halftime, following a 17-4 Loyola run to 

close the second quarter. The Cadets outscored the Greyhounds, 
24-14, in the third quarter alone to boost their lead to 14, 53-39, 
at the end of three.

• Hovren led the way with nine points in the third quarter 
and Destinee Morris added six.

How it happened 
• Army controlled an 18-8 lead after the first quarter, with 

Hovren pacing the Cadets with six points in the period, and 
Daizjah Morris and Destinee Morris each contributing four.

• Daizjah Morris and Tacka each knocked in threes during the 
opening 1:16 of the second quarter to increase Army’s advantage 
to 16 points, 24-8.

• Loyola responded with a 17-5 run to close the half and get 
back to within four, 29-25, at the break.

• Loyola moved back to within two points early in the third 
quarter, but Army answered with four straight points, including 
a three from Daizjah Morris and a free throw from Hovren, to 
make the score 35-29 with 8:34 left in the period.

• Destinee Morris buried a three from the corner as time 
expired in the third period to give the hosts a 53-39 lead entering 
the fourth.

• Hovren scored the first four points of the fourth quarter to 
kick off a 6-0 run by the Black Knights and bring the score to 
59-39 with 7:51 left.

• Army kept the pressure on and didn’t allow its lead to slip 
below 13 the rest of the way.
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Men’s Track and Field breaks drought to Navy

Junior Lee Bares was just .13 meters shy of breaking the Army-Navy record in the pole vault, reaching a height of 5.10 meters as he helped Army West Point 
defeat Navy 97-84 Feb. 4 at Gillis Field House.                    Photo Courtesy of Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions

By Abby Aubart
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Track and Field team broke a 
five-year lull as it took down the Midshipmen by a score of 97-84 
Feb. 4 at Gillis Field House.

With both men’s and women’s teams winning, it was the 
first time in 22 years that Army has swept Navy at a track and 
field event.

  
Army highlights and game notes 
Track events: 
• In the mile, Keagan Smith pulled ahead to set a team season 

best, crossing the finish line with a time of 4:08.23. Senior captain 
Trevor Touchton placed second with a time of 4:09.27.

• In the 60-meter hurdles, senior Nick Beavers set a team 
season best (8.15 seconds) in his second place finish. Ross Puritty 
come in a close third with a time of 8.22 seconds.

• Jose Santana led the 400-meter dash clocking a time of 
48.74 seconds Andre Vaughn placed fourth tallying a time of 
52.01 seconds.

• The 500-meter dash was highlighted by Tyrell Maddox who 
finished first with a time of 1:04.28. He was joined by Jackson 
Keating in fourth with a time of 1:06.90.

• Kevin Dyer was atop the podium in the 60m dash, clocking 
a time of 6.80 seconds. Dyer was joined by Ben Sims who placed 
second and ran the race in 6.84 seconds.

• The 800-meter run featured a 1-2 sweep by the Black 
Knights with senior captain Touchton placing first at 1:54.23 and 
Nick Causey placing second with a time of 1:54.62.

• Ben Boswell captured gold in the 1,000-meter run crossing 
the finish line with a time of 2:28.52. He was follwoed by Mikey 
Singer who placed third with a time of 2:29.53.

• Kevin Dyer upped his own season best in the 200-meter 
dash clocking 21.78 seconds in his first-place finish.

• The 3,000-meter run featured a second and third-place 
finish by Robbie Santoyo at 8:22.49 and Jacob Fong with a time 
of 8:23.02, respectfully.

• It was an exciting race in the 4 x 400-meter relay with 

the Black Knights team of Davis, Maddox, Gibson and Santana 
edged out the Midshipmen with a time of 3:18.30.

• In the 4 x 800-meter relay it was the team of John Monday, 
Sullivan, Liam Neary and Singer who brought home the gold 
with a time of 7:50.30.

 
Field events: 
• The men started with the long jump and were led by Sims 

who reached 6.85 meters. He was joined by Tyler Davis who 
leapt 6.70 meters.

• The weight throw featured a team season best by Kenneth 
Brinson who placed second with a toss of 18.76 meters.

• Lee Bares was just .13 meters shy of breaking the Army-
Navy record in the pole vault, reaching a height of 5.10 meters.

• It was Jeff Giannettino in the high jump reaching 2.12 
meters and placing first. He was joined by Jaeden Watson who 
placed second with a leap of 1.93 meters.

• In the men’s triple jump, Bradley Gibson placed third 
reaching 14.30 meter and Sims placed fourth at 14.23 meters.

• The shot put was the final field event of the day for the 
men. Dawson Hillis placed third with a toss of 16.36 meters and 

Garrett Kohnke placed fourth with 15.44 meters.
 
Director of Track and Field/Cross Country Mike 

Smith’s comments:
• “Every scenario I had in scoring the meet going into it, 

I had us either winning by three or losing by one and I gave 
Navy a benefit of the doubt in the 50/50 events. In the end our 
guys won all the 50/50 events and exceeded my expectations 
in several events. Across the board I think we ran, jumped and 
threw to our potential. 

“The last time we won this meet was in 2011 and we won 
it this year with a lot of young athletes. We have a good mix of 
young and old on our team and the commitment of the group is 
what allowed us to win today. There are so many outstanding 
individual efforts that equaled a great team effort. 

“The challenge for us has been the depth of the team. We have 
great talent now in our freshman and sophomore classes, but our 
concern going into the meet was if we had enough depth to cover 
all of the events and to pick up second and third place finishes. 

“As it turned out we had both talent and depth today. I am 
really proud of our effort and execution.”  
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Today

6 p.m.—men’s Tennis vs. smU, LichTenberg 
Tennis cenTer.

Friday

3 p.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. sTony brook, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

Friday

7 p.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. sacred hearT, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

Friday

7:05 p.m.—hockey vs. niagara, TaTe rink.

saTUrday

noon—men’s Tennis vs. UniversiTy aT 
bUFFaLo, LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

saTUrday

1 p.m.—Women’s Lacrosse vs. marisT, 
michie sTadiUm.

saTUrday

3 p.m.—men’s baskeTbaLL vs. american, 
chrisTL arena.

saTUrday

4 p.m.—men’s Tennis vs. connecTicUT, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

saTUrday

7:05 p.m.—hockey vs. niagara, TaTe rink.

sUnday

noon—Women’s Tennis vs. connecTicUT, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

sUnday

2 p.m.—WresTL ing vs. bUckneLL, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

sUnday

2:30 p.m.—men’s Tennis vs. sT. John’s, 
LichTenberg Tennis cenTer.

Wednesday

7 p.m.—Women’s baskeTbaLL vs. hoLy 
cross, chrisTL arena.
**vieW The Upcoming army WesT 
poinT bLack knighTs schedULe aT 
WWW.goarmyWesTpoinT.com/caLendar.
aspx?vType=LisT.

Sports calendar Corps Squad

Army Gymnastics claim “Star” over Navy
The Army West Point Gymnastics team celebrates after claiming the final two events (parallel bars and high bar) to turn back Navy, 405.85-403.00, in the annual 
“Star” Series, Feb. 4 at Gross Sports Center.                      Photo Courtesy of Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions 

By Ally Kerin
Army Athletic Communications 

Trailing 198.50-198.30 after three events, 
the Army West Point Gymnastics team claimed 
the final two events (parallel bars and high bar) 
to turn back Navy, 405.85-403.00, in the annual 
“Star” Series Feb. 4 at Gross Sports Center.

  
Army highlights and match notes 
• Nathan Goff and Leo Genders set the 

pace winning pommel horse (13.95) and high 
bar (14.6), respectively, as the No. 13 Black 
Knights’ depth proved the difference as the No. 
11 Midshipmen claimed four individual winners 
along with the all-around champion.

• The Black Knights saw four competitors 
notch scores over 14.00 on the vault.

• Army topped Navy in the parallel bars by 
a close score of 67.45-66.40.

 
How it happened 
• Army began the meet on the floor with 

Seth Cannon leading the way with a score of 
13.5. Genders converted a 13.35 which is a 
season-high.

• The Black Knights combined for a season-
high 65.00 on the floor, but trailed the Mids who 
totaled 65.90.

• The Cadets then moved to the pommel 
horse where Brandon Shively started things off 

with a career-high performance of 13.45.
• Goff was next and tallied his career-high 

on the event of 13.95. Andre Hufnagel (13.20) 
and Rex Scott (13.05) both scored marks over 
13.00 to fuel Army to a 66.55-64.70 advantage 
over Navy.

• Ryan Wilson was the first competitor on 
the still rings with a personal-best 13.75 to nip 
his former mark of 13.7. Goff's score of 13.20 
was the second-best in the event for Army.

• Army was outstanding on the vault with 
four competitors scoring over 14.00.

• Wilson boasted the top score with a 14.70, 
a career-high, while Genders (14.30), Cannon 
(14.15) and Tombrink (14.15) followed closely 
behind.

• Grant Cullen excelled on the parallel bars 
for the Black Knights and turned out a 13.7 
routine. Elija-Ty Phelps also scored highly with 
a 13.15 to help Army edge the Midshipmen in 
the event 67.45-66.40.

• The high bar closed-out the meet and is 
Army’s top apparatus along with vault. The 
meet was too close to call so all eyes were on 
the competitors.

• Alejandro Tombrink scored a solid 13.70 
to start things off. Genders secured marks of 
14.60 to give him a season-high. Goff was 
next and turned out a 14.20 to maintain the 
Black Knights’ lead. Cannon was Army’s final 
competitor and secured the victory with a 13.60.


