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USMA Cadet Parachute Team earned 
fi ve golds at collegiate championships
Members of the U.S. Military Academy Black Knights Cadet Parachute team won multiple gold 
medals Dec. 28-Jan. 1 at the 2016 U.S. Parachute Association National Collegiate Parachuting 
Championships, the oldest and biggest collegiate skydiving event in the world, held at Skydive 
Arizona, south of Phoenix. This year’s championships drew 80 collegiate skydivers from around 
the country to compete for the title of national collegiate champion in four skydiving disciplines: 
Formation Skydiving, Vertical Formation Skydiving, Sport Accuracy and Classic Accuracy. West 
Point cadets won gold in both the two-way and six-way formation skydiving events. (Right) Two-way 
team members who earned gold were Class of 2019 Cadets Michael Colella and Camm Johnson. 
(Above) The six-way team members to earn gold were Class of 2017 Cadets Zachary Beavor, Aleksa 
Davis, Joseph Presti, Ishmael Raheem, Jacob Shepherd and Clinton Wallace. In addition, Class 
of 2019 Cadet John Snurkowski took gold in the classic accuracy competition, in which jumpers 
exit an airplane more than 3,000 feet in the air and then steer their parachutes and try to land on a 
dime-sized dot on a landing tuffet. West Point also won the team sport accuracy event. In this event, 
skydivers try to land their parachutes as close as possible to a target while fl ying across the ground 
at high speeds. Team members were Davis, Presti, Raheem and Class of 2018 Cadet Kristopher 
Hayhurst. Class of 2019 Cadet Thomas Rounds won gold in individual novice sport accuracy. West 
Point earned fi ve golds in 10 events.                             PhotoS by david Cherry/U.S. ParaCUte aSSoCiation
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STEM program expanding to reach more military children
Story and photo by Sean Kimmons
Army News Serivce

Col. David Raugh’s 13-year-old daughter 
aspires to be an astronaut or work another job 
dealing with space or aviation someday.

But being uprooted six times from schools 
as her family moved around the world has made 
it hard for her and other military children in 
similar situations to thrive in their studies, the 
colonel said, especially those in the STEM 
fields of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics.

Though challenging and stressful, military 
family life can give children useful skills and 
values, such as flexibility, loyalty, patriotism 
and the ability to embrace diversity, said 
Raugh, the 502nd Force Support Group 
commander at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

“However, we need to acknowledge that 
these constant moves can impact their access 
to some educational opportunities,” he added. 

One way to amplify STEM interest among 
military children, he told a group of local and 
state education officials at a briefing Jan. 6, 

Col. David Raugh, the 502nd Force Support Group commander at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, briefs local and state education officials on the importance of 
having the National Math and Science Initiative's College Readiness Program 
available at military-connected schools in San Antonio, Jan. 6. The program 
aims to improve STEM education—science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics—in schools across the country, including over 150 military-
connected schools. 

is through the National Math and Science 
Initiative’s College Readiness Program. 

Launched in 2007, the non-profit program 
tailored to improving STEM education is now 
in over 1,000 schools across the country. 

As a result, program officials say, the 
performance in Advanced Placement exams 
by students in those schools has exceeded 10 
times the national average while broadening 
the instructional capacity of teachers.

Schools serving military children have 
also jumped on board, with over 150 military-
connected schools signed up and more funds 
available to expand to 200 in the next two 
to three years, said Matthew Randazzo, the 
initiative’s CEO. 

With all of its military bases, the San 
Antonio area was the next ideal spot to spread 
the program’s success to more dependents.

“All kids can be a STEM student,” 
Randazzo said. “I can’t think of a better way 
to enter this market than by grading these proof 
points with military students.”

Recognizing the need to be able to fill 
150,000 jobs in STEM-related fields, the 

Defense Department granted $23 million in 
fiscal years 2015-16 to bring the program to 
additional military-connected schools, he said. 

“They’ve not only committed the funds, but 
they’ve also been really important advocates in 
connecting us in base communities,” he said. 

In 2010, the program first came to military 
bases after former Army Secretary Pete Geren 
voiced concerns about Soldiers at Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii, being forced to send 
their children to private schools due to the 
inadequate public schools there, according to 
program officials. 

More schools joined and the rest is history. 
Burnie Roper, superintendent of the 

Lackland Independent School District, said 
he’s interested in rolling out the program at 
his schools, but first he wanted to get buy-in 
from the teachers. 

“It’s honestly something that I want to do, 
but I don’t make decisions in a vacuum like 
that,” he said after the briefing. “I know that 
if I don’t get teacher input and their support, 
it’s not going to be successful, because they’re 
the ones who are going to have to deliver the 

program.”
Under the initiative, teachers who instruct 

students from third grade to high school can 
take part in a Laying the Foundation Teacher 
Training Program, which coaches them on 
content knowledge and instructional best 
practices using hands-on training as well as 
giving them classroom-ready materials and 
resources.

“I think it’s about preparing kids for their 
future and in our future a lot of it is STEM-
based with (new) technology,” Roper said. 
“The more STEM we can get into our schools, 
the better for our kids.”

According to research, a bigger emphasis 
on STEM-related courses is also helpful when 
students reach those middle and high school 
years when their attitude toward science tends 
to dip, Raugh said.

“This potentially allows us to stop this 
troubling trend,” he said about the program 
coming to San Antonio. “This is a great 
opportunity and we need to grab onto it with 
bulldog tenacity, and not let go until this 
program is in place.”
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Petraeus offers advice, leadership skills to cadets
Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Retired Gen. David Petraeus came to West 
Point as a part of the Center for the Study of 
Civil-Military Operations Speaker Series, 
Monday. Petraeus was interviewed by the 
Department Head of Social Sciences, Col. 
Suzanne Nielsen, in front of a standing-room-
only audience in Arnold Auditorium.

Petraeus offered guidance, personal 
anecdotes and leadership skills learned over 
a 37-year Army career, his experiences as 
Director of the CIA and in his current roles 
during an hour of invigorating discussion, 
while leaving time for questions with cadets 
at the end. 

“Seek out of your intellectual comfort 
zones and experiences,” Petraeus said when 
asked what one piece of advice he would offer 
cadets. “The idea of doing off-the-wall stuff, 
doing different stuff, I think is hugely important 
because I think that the world you are going 
to face is going to require the same kind, I 
think, of intellectual agility, ability to learn 
and adapt, interpersonal skills, understanding 
the people who worship different gods and 
practice different political systems and different 
economic systems. So I think it’s hugely 
important to have different experiences and I 
really did embrace this, all the way, from even 
when I was a cadet.”

Petraeus explained that by having these 
off-the-wall experiences, he was able to 
become a strategic leader, which he defines as 
“somebody who really can shape the direction 
of the organization.” 

He broke a strategic leader’s tasks into four 
parts: The first, to get the big ideas right.

“They don’t hit you in the head like 
Newton’s apple if you’re sitting under the right 
tree, you have to form them,” he noted.  

T h e  s u b s e q u e n t  t a s k s  i n c l u d e d 
communicating, overseeing and figuring out a 
way to refine the big ideas.

“By the way, this is not exclusively to 
describe tasks as a strategic leader, you have 
to do the same things as a ‘SOSH’ department 
head,” he added. “All leaders go through this to 
some degree or another, and the big ideas piece 
is a very, very big deal.”

Petraeus went on to describe his leadership 
style, saying he doesn’t have just one, noting 
that leading the CIA is different from leading 
a rifle platoon. 

“I would describe my leadership style if 
you will tell me what style is required to bring 
out the best in each of my direct reports,” he 
said.  “It’s a different style for every single one 
of them and for the organization.”

In addition to leadership advice, Petraeus 
told cadets to take advantage of the opportunities 
granted to them, and said that alternating 
between combat and academia helped him 

throughout his career.
“I actually loved the opportunity to go back 

and forth to what is really very physical, very 
visceral endeavors—Ranger school, Airborne, 
Infantry Units and the academic world,” he 
said. “You build intellectual capital that you 
then consume later on.” 

While at Princeton, Petraeus completed 
his dissertation on military influence and 
the use of force in Vietnam. He delved into 
the comparative of pre- and post-Vietnam, 
eventually developing ideas he was able to 
apply while he was commander in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“For those of you who do a senior thesis 
or dissertation, always try to pick a topic that 
will truly provide you intellectual capital later 
on,” he advised. 

After answering cadet questions and 
summarizing the lessons learned in the Middle 
East, Petraeus ended, saying the “big idea” for 
cadets to remember is that America has to lead.  
He thanked the Department of Social Sciences, 
the cadets and his alma mater for inviting him 
back.

“This has been a tremendous privilege, 
there’s nothing for an old grad that could 
possibly equate to a room full of great cadets 
and faculty and all the rest,” Petraeus concluded.  
“You know, as you are going through this 
semester and as it gets tough and as it becomes 
groundhog day, every now and then come on out 

to 30,000 feet altitude and look down at where 
you are, tell yourselves, remind yourselves, that 
you are cadets at the U.S. Military Academy and 
you’re faculty at the U.S. Military Academy, 
and by God, we beat Navy this year!”

After the presentation, cadets were able to 
take photos and talk with the retired general.

“We had a very in depth and riveting 
discussion on something that a lot of cadets 
wonder about but don’t really have the 
opportunity to explore with their professors, just 
due to the nature of boundary of the classroom,” 
Class of 2017 Cadet Spenser Copp, one of the 
organizers, said. “You can’t necessarily take 
the time to delve so deeply into present day 
affairs when you’re focusing on classwork and 
things like that.”

Copp, who will be graduating in May, said 
that he’ll be using Petraeus’ advice as a junior 
officer.

Class of 2020 Cadet Malik Mitchell agreed.
“At a regular college, you wouldn’t be able 

to have a four-star general come up here and 
talk to you, so I mean it’s a great experience,” 
he said after the event. “The biggest takeaway 
is that America, we have to lead the way and as 
future officers, we have to prepare ourselves and 
therefore we have to take every opportunity that 
the United States Military Academy is offering 
us and become the best that we can be.”

Following his meeting with cadets, Petraeus 
joined cadets for dinner in the mess hall.

Retired Gen. David Petraeus speaks to Department Head of Social Sciences, Col. Suzanne Nielsen, Monday in Arnold Auditorium. The discussion, part of the 
Center for the Study of Civil-Military Operations Speaker Series, touched on advice to cadets and strategic leadership.
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School is back in session as second semester begins
Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

School is officially back in session and with 
that comes new courses, new classmates and,  
of course, new goals to beat the Dean. Monday 
marked the first day of the academic semester 
with cadets of all years looking forward to the 
challenges of the new semester. 

“It’s good to be back,” Class of 2019 Cadet  
Isabela Vargas said. “Being home is definitely 
nice because you get to see your family and 
take a breather, but being back you stay busy 
and productive.  It’s really cool to throw myself 
into my work, enjoy my hobbies, see everyone 
and get back into it.”

And while it may feel like you’re going from 
zero to 100, adjusting to a new semester just 
means getting your priorities straight. 

“Coming back from a long break, you 
just got to get back into the motion, get used 
to the way you do things and complete your 
assignments,” Class of 2018 Cadet John Voit 
noted.  “It’s kind of like a shock to the system.”

Voit, a Systems Design Management major, 
says he’s looking forward to new coursework.

“I have one more class this semester than 
I did last semester so I have to work hard, but 
besides that, I’m taking grappling and MS300 
so I’m excited about that,” he added. 

In order to conquer new classes, Class of 
2018 Cadet Clara Pitts says she’s got her sights 
set high. Pitts says that academically, she wants 
A’s and B’s, and physically, she hopes to max 
her APFT.  

“I always start a new semester with these 
kind of lofty goals, like going to sleep early and 
doing my readings ahead of time, but since we 

don’t have that many assignments on day one, 
I’m on top of my stuff right now,” she joked.

Class of 2018 Cadet Lauren Cooper had 
similar plans to get her readings done early, 
with her face already buried in an International 
Relations book on the first day.

“I try to use the weekend and off hours to get 
ahead on reading,” the Chemical Engineering 
major said. “I have a lot of major classes this 
semester so being able to dive into that is going 
to be difficult, but a lot of fun.”

And while academics are at the forefront 
of the semester, meeting new classmates is a 
great bonus.

“I’m excited to get to know the people in 
my classes,” Class of 2017 Cadet Max McKay 
noted.  “Every time you enter a new class, you 
get a whole new fresh group of people who you 
usually don’t get to see and are normally outside 
your company, teachers as well.  Having new 
teachers is always really nice because you start 
to recognize more people around campus and 
that’s kind of cool.”

As the underclassmen get ready for yet 
another semester, the Firsties are preparing for 
their final semester at West Point.

“It’s bittersweet,” Class of 2017 Cadet 
Danielle Jordan said. “I’m excited to finally be 
done after five years, but I’m going to miss the 
academic environment, I’m going to miss my 
friends here.”

Jordan says that finishing her honors thesis, 
attending 100th Night and finally receiving 
her post assignment will be highlights of the 
coming semester.

Firstie Maria Navarro agrees, saying that 
there’s a lot to be happy about.

“This semester is kind of the semester of 

A cadet walks to class in Thayer Hall during the first day of classes of the Spring 
Semester.                    Photo by 2nd Lt. Kevin baeK/USMa Pao
rewards for the Firsties,” she noted, mentioning 
Post Night and 100th Night. “So that’s what I’m 
really looking forward to, those little milestones 
before we graduate.”

And although the semester will be filled with 
a whirlwind of emotions, Navarro says she is 

anticipating what’s to come.
“Since plebe year, you kind of always think 

about it, now it’s like the realization,” she said. 
“You wait for this day to come and then you 
realize this is the first of your last 40 lessons, a 
light at the end of the tunnel.”

Excellence is in the blood—West Point Blood Drive
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The U.S. Military Academy cadets, staff, 
faculty and civilians in the community joined 
forces for one of the largest blood drives of 
the year to donate life-saving blood for those 
in need. 

Today is the last day the Armed Services 
Blood Program is conducting their annual four-
day blood drive at West Point, which started 
Monday. Today’s hours are from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
at Eisenhower Hall.  

The ASBP serves as the sole provider of 
blood for the United States Military since 1962 
and collects, processes, stores and distributes 
blood and blood products to Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen, Marines and their families worldwide. 
The ASBP will also collect swabs for bone 
marrow donations. If someone is in need of 
bone marrow and there’s a match, the donor 
will be contacted.

Although the ASBP blood recipients are 
most often deployed service members injured 
overseas, the ASBP also provides blood for 
service members and their families back home 
and in military treatment facilities around the 
world. The effects of the blood drive is felt 

worldwide.
Retired Marine Lt. Col. Eric Merkle from 

Signal Mountain, Tennessee is one donor who 
knows that his blood helped to save a life while 
serving at a Command Operation Center in Iraq.

“I was the antiterrorism force protection 
officer then,” Merkle said. “I left to talk to some 
counter intel people and as I was walking, a 
fellow captain told me that they were bringing in 
the injured and a wounded officer in a Humvee 
and that they are in need of type A blood. Well, 
I was type A. So, I gave blood and a Navy 
Corpsman took it to now Lt. Col. Daniel Gade, 
assistant professor at the Simon Center for 
Professional Military Ethic. I knew something 
needed to be done because Gade would need a 
lot more blood as he was going into surgery. So I 
got a runner to put the call out and the next thing 
I knew there were people lined up in the desert.”

That was in 2005 when Gade was wounded 
by an Improvised Explosive Device in Iraq. 
The 1997 U.S. Military Academy graduate 
received his second wound in theater, but this 
one resulted in the amputation of his right leg 
from the hip. 

Merkle said the only times that he met Gade 
was when he stayed with him until he went into 
surgery and when he was lifted onto a medivac 

on his way to Germany. Then, they met again, 
12 years later when Gade invited him to his 
retirement party Tuesday at the West Point Club.

Class of 2019 Cadet Jared Fritz of Spokane, 
Washington said he was used to donating blood 
since he was about 16 when they had blood 
drives at his high school.

“I give blood every time I can,” Fritz said. 
“It’s easy. I take a day to recover but this can 
save a life. There’s a pretty big difference there.”

Sometimes blood donation can turn into 
something of a competition between cadets and 
how fast they can donate, although donations 
generally take roughly 45 minutes.

“My roommate and I came here and we have 
a race to see who can donate the fastest,” Class 
of 2018 Kyle Lackey said. “Donating doesn’t 
scare me at all and I enjoy it. Blood helps a lot 
of people.”

Blood technician Staff Sgt. Vavette Campbell 
of Fort Gordon, Georgia, said there’s a lot of 
work involved in keeping track of donations 

“There’s a lot of paperwork as we need to 
get the medical history from donors and the 
paperwork must be legible because 40-50 people 
will be reading it, we also check vital signs 
like blood pressure and heart rate.” Campbell 
said. “The most important aspect of donation 

is safety. We check how the blood is flowing 
from the donors every few minutes and how 
the donors are feeling.”

When donors have completed donating they 
are taken to tables and advised to rest for a few 
minutes and given fruit juice to help hydrate 
and to stabilize their blood sugar.

The Academy community donated 1,855 
units of blood last year. The ASBP is the largest, 
most successful drive each year at West Point.

A cadet donates blood Tuesday at 
the Armed Services Blood Program 
donor drive at Eisenhower Hall. The 
ASBP is a tri-service organization 
responsible for providing blood and 
blood products to deployed service 
members in the heart of the battlefield.
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities

Snow Support (Ski Patrol): The West Point Ski Patrol 
held its first training event of the season at Belleayre in 
Highmount, New York, Jan. 7, which was made possible by 
the outstanding support of Dr. Bruce Hottum and the Belleayre 
patrol. 

This was the sled and toboggan instructor team’s first 
opportunity to assess the patrol candidates. During the day trip, 
the instructors were able to introduce the skills required to work 
toward the goal of safely evacuating ill or injured persons from 
challenging conditions. 

All in all, 24 candidates and 16 patrollers conducted 
excellent training and some open time to ski and board the hill. 
Pray for snow.   

Theatre Arts Guild: Cadets enjoyed interacting with 
veterans from all services, and theatre enthusiasts alike in New 
York City Sunday. 

The performance was the first time the “Blueprint Specials” 
has been performed in the U.S., and first production since 
World War II. The shows were written for troops to perform 
at camps too remote for USO shows to reach. After the show 
cadets were called out during a Q&A Session, and veterans as 
well as Broadway producers were excited to learn that USMA 

IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES
has a theatre club (they didn’t know it existed). 

Snow Sports (Alpine Skiing): The Army Alpine and 
Freestyle Ski teams participated in their first Mid-Atlantic 
Conference race of the season at Hunter Mountain, New 
York, Jan. 7. Of particular note, it was the first time an Army 
Snowsports team fielded “freestyle” competitors. 

The Army freestyle athletes made their presence known 
as Class of 2020 Cadet Aidan McCarthy finished first-place 
in both the slope-style and the rail-jam events as a free-skier. 

Class of 2018 Cadet and Freestyle Captain Jon Paul finished 
seventh in Snowboard slopestyle and 13th in the Snowboard 
jam. Class of 2020 Cadet Dante D’agostaro finished 13th in 
Snowboard slopestyle and 10th in the snowboard rail jam. 

The Army Freestylists are expected to improve every week 
as they get more and more experience in competition. The 
Alpine squad had a great showing for their first race finishing 
second overall in both Giant Slalom (GS) and Slalom (SL) 
events. Class of 2018 Cadet Sawyer Harkins finished a hot first 
in GS and third in SL. 

Class of 2020 Cadet Yale Flanagan finished sixth in GS and 
fourth in SL. Class of 2017 Cadet Aryne Riley finished seventh 

in GS and eighth in SL. 
Class of 2018 Cadet Logan Trust and Class of 2020 Cadet 

Levi Walters had top 10 finishes in GS and SL, respectively. 
Class of 2019 Cadets and returning racers Gavin Felch, Will 

Mueser and Jack Young and Class of 2020 Cadets Ben Whitlow 
and Andrew Carter also made strong runs in both disciplines. 

For the lady shredders, Class of 2020 Cadets Deadre Harvey 
finished third in SL and Catherine “Cat” Hall finished eighth in 
GS. Veteran racer and women’s Captain Blaise Paulo also had 
strong finishes in both GS and SL. 

As a team, the Army women finished second in SL and 
third in GS. 

The Superintendent's 
Staff & Faculty Town Hall 
and Soldier & Civil ian 
Recognition Ceremony 
is Friday in Robinson 
Auditorium, Thayer Hall.  

Please be seated no later 
than noon. 

The ceremony will begin 
at 12:10 p.m. Uniform is 
duty. 

Superintendent's Staff 
& Faculty Town Hall 
and Soldier & Civilian 
Recognition Ceremony
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The James Clerk Maxwell Medal is a joint award between the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE) and the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
(RSE). The 2016 IEEE/RSE James Clerk Maxwell Medal was awarded to Professor 
Geoffrey Hinton, Professor of Computer Science, University of Toronto in 
Canada for “pioneering and sustained contributions to machine learning, 
including developments in deep neural networks” Dec. 9 by RSE in Scotland. At 
the same ceremony, the Royal Medal was awarded to Professor James Hough 
from the School of Physics and Astronomy at the University of Glasgow and 
he received the Royal Medal for “his involvement in the pioneering research 
and discovery of gravitational waves." The IEEE/RSE James Clerk Maxwell 
Medal was established in 2006 and is named in honor of the 19th century 
Scottish mathematician and physicist, James Clerk Maxwell.  Maxwell laid the 
foundations of electromagnetic wave theory, radio propagation, microwave 
techniques and radio communications. Royal Medals have been presented to 
distinguished individuals in the arts, sciences and industry since 2000. As the 
IEEE President, Col. Barry Shoop (above right), received the Maxwell Medal in 
place for Hinton from Anne, Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal. Shoop 
stood with Hough and HRH The Princess Royal after the ceremony.     
                           CoUrteSy PhotoS

Shoop at the Maxwell Medal ceremony
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            Religious Services POCs
USMA Chaplain—Col. Matt Pawlikowski at 938-3316.

Garrison Chaplain—Lt. Col. David Jacob at 938-6717/2003.

Catholic Community Chaplain—Maj. Ken Bolin at 938-
3721/8760.

Jewish Community Chaplain—Capt. David Ruderman at 
938-2766/2710.

Protestant Community Chaplain—Lt. Col. Brett Charsky at 
938-0585/3412.

USCC Brigade Chaplain—Lt. Col. Harold Cline at 938-
0585/3412.

Website to access services: http://www.westpoint.army.
mil/documents/ReligiousServices_rso.pdf   

                 Religious Services
Assembly of God—Sunday, 10 a.m. at 134 Old State Road in 
Highland Falls.

Church of Christ—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Interfaith 

• West Point Sexual Assault/Harassment Response 
Hotline: 845-659-7467;
• USMA SHARP Program Manager, Samantha 
Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 
845-938-7479 or email kathryn.hermon@usma.
edu;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 
845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@usma.
edu;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-
5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Sgt. 1st Class Cheri Safford—call 
938-4150 or cheri.k.safford.mil@mail.mil;
• USCC Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 
845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@usma.edu.

SHARP 
Resources

Religious Services at West Point
Center, Bldg. 147.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints—Sunday, 10 
a.m. at Thayer Hall, Room 144.

Eastern Orthodox—Sunday, 9 a.m. at St. Martin’s Chapel in 
the Cadet Chapel.

Episcopal—Sunday, 10 a.m. at the Church of the Holy Innocents 
in Highland Falls.

Jewish—Friday, 7 p.m. at the Jewish Chapel.

Lutheran—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Old Cadet Chapel in the 
West Point Cemetery.

Muslim—Friday, noon-1:45 p.m. at the Cadet Interfaith Center, 
Bldg. 147.

Gospel—Sunday, 12:30 p.m. at the Post Chapel.

Protestant—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Chapel and the Post 
Chapel. Sunday, 5 p.m. in Robinson Auditorium.

Catholic—Saturday, 5 p.m. and Sunday, 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Most Holy Trinity Chapel.

Keller Army Community Hospital welcomed Elijah A. Harvey to the world as the first baby born, at 
Keller, in the New Year (2017). Elijah was born at 5:06 p.m. Jan. 1, to Dameko Harvey and 1st Lt. Cody 
W. Simula, U.S. Army, who works with the U.S. Army Garrison West Point Department of Emergency 
Services. Pictured (from left to right) are Harvey, Elijah, Simula and Nancy Wills, a registered nurse at 
KACH’s Obstetrics Unit/Labor and Delivery.                         CoUrteSy Photo

Congratulations to New Year’s baby, parents
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

goff_96: So excited to compete and kill it this season. 
#armygymnastics pc: @drmalgeo

micahgahagen: Winter at West Point #westpoint #usma 
#winter #firsties 

nickywilliams17: One more semester. Let’s get after it.

kimchi732: Starting out the 
semester the right way with this 
guy. Happy First Day of School
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tax Center seeking volunteers during tax season  

The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 
with tax return preparation during the tax season (January-April 
2017). Volunteers will be asked to work at least two half-days 
each week. Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain 
valuable work experience.  

We are also seeking volunteers to assist with administrative 
support during the tax season. No tax training is required.

For details, contact matthew.baek@usma.edu or call 938-
6507.

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work, and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. 

Meetings include time to socialize and discuss the joys and 
challenges of motherhood, speakers from the community on a 
variety of topics, and creative activities. 

The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Navy Education Services  

In compliance with Navy policy, current Sailors are instructed 
to only use Navy Vol Education services.

Naval members are encouraged to visit the new and improved 
Navy College Program website at www.navycollege.navy.mil to 
identify the education resources available to them.

If you are requesting language testing, the Army Education 
Center can continue to provide that service.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs

Room of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.

There is a registration fee and because the group meets in the 
evenings, childcare will not be provided.   

For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@gmail.
com and visit us at our informational table at the WPSC Super 
Sign Up event today at the West Point Club.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
The West Point Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) 

meets every Wednesday from 9-11 a.m. at the West Point Post 
Chapel. Childcare is available.  

The evening class meets every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Post 
Chapel. Email questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com and check out 
PWOC’s Facebook page at West Point PWOC.

Army West Point Gymnastics World Record Event
The Army West Point Gymnastics Program wants to get the 

entire Corps of Cadets, local schools and gymnastics programs 
involved in shattering the current world record for the most people 
performing cartwheels simultaneously.

West Point has been selected as the site for the 2017 NCAA 
Men’s Division I Gymnastics Championships. 

This three-day competition will be held April 20-22, 2017 
at Christl Arena. 

This marks the third time since 2005 that West Point has 
hosted this championship meet. 

To celebrate the occasion and demonstrate to the world 
that all West Point cadets are trained in activities that promote 
and enhance a healthy lifestyle, physical fitness and movement 
behavior, the Academy wants to break the current  cartwheels 
record, which is 690. 

This event can easily break this record and it’s West Point’s  
intent to do it in a manner that showcases the professionalism, 
athleticism and spirit of West Point to the Nation. 

The intent is to break the world record at 11:30 a.m. April 
20. This is a Thursday, which is the first day of the NCAA 
Championships. 

Groups interested in participating in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity should contact Head Gymnastics Coach, Doug Van 
Everen, at 845-938-3802 or email at Doug.VanEveren@usma.edu 
or Capt. Josh Burnett, Army West Point Gymnastics Operations 
Officer, at 845-938-6623 or email at Joshua.Burnett@usma.edu.

The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 
Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

The Outdoors inside with Starlab: Indoor Planetarium
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents its popular 

Starlab: Indoor Planetarium at the Museum’s Outdoor Discovery 
Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall, 
Saturday. Choose from three sessions at 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 
1 p.m..  

Take a celestial adventure across the night sky via the Starlab, 
an inflatable planetarium. Come learn how to identify the major 
constellations and stars while hearing Native American and Greek 
stories of how they were created.  

Famed Cosmologist and Theoretical Physicist Stephen 
Hawking states, “remember to look up at the stars and not down 
at your feet. Try to make sense of what you see and wonder about 
what makes the universe exist. Be curious.”  

This event requires prepaid registration and is for adults 
and families with children ages 4 and up. Walk-ins will not be 
admitted.  

For more details and online registration, visit hhnm.org or 
call 845-534-5506, ext. 204. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. Transportation is provided as needed. 

For any questions, visit the church website at www.
gracebaptistny.org. 

Community

DPE fitness sessions
The Department of Physical Education would like to 

extend an invitation to members of the USMA staff and 
faculty to participate in January’s fitness session at 12:20 p.m. 
Wednesday in Combatives Rooms 2 and 3 on the second floor 
of Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center.  

This session will expose participants to the USMA and 
Army Combatives Programs and is appropriate for all fitness 
levels. The combatives fitness sessions are a great opportunity 
to learn basic techniques while meeting folks from across the 
Academy. Please bring water and some co-workers!

For details, contact Cameron Turner at 938-7832 or 
cameron.turner@usma.edu.

Below is a list of future fitness activities and the associated 
locations.

Date                    Activity                                 Location
Wednesday          Combatives                       2nd Floor Arvin
Feb. 22                Aquatics                               Crandall Pool 
March 22            Strength Training             3rd Floor Arvin
April 12             Gymnastics                         Gross Center 
May 8                Functional Fitness              Daly Field
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
Youth Services Fine Arts Festival

The Youth Services Fine Arts Festival is scheduled for 3-6 
p.m. Friday at the Middle School/Teen Center at Building 500 
Washington Road. The community is invited to view the art.

The Fine Arts Program encourages artistic expression 
and cultural enrichment for children ages 6-18 at West Point.

CYS Services needs sports coaches
Child, Youth and School Services is looking for coaches for 

its winter recreation basketball season. 
There will be four divisions: Little Shooters for 4 year olds, 

Training League for 5-6 year olds, Collegiate League for 7-8 
year olds and Jr. NBA for 9-11 year olds. 

Training and Collegiate Leagues will take place between 5-8 
p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays and the Jr. NBA will take place 
between 6-8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Little Shooters will take place from 10-10:45 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings. 

For details, call 938-8896.

FOR THE YOUTHS
FOR THE FAMILIES

ALS Night with Army West Point Hockey
Enjoy a night out with the ALS Association Greater New York 

Chapter and help raise awareness and funds to conquer ALS.
Army Hockey plays Mercyhurst at 7:05 p.m. Saturday at 

Tate Rink. Tickets are in Section 209, behind the Army bench.
Group attendees will receive two complimentary souvenirs: 

An Army Hockey poster and Lou Gehrig bobblehead.
Proceeds will benefi t The ALS Association Greater New 

York Chapter through the Hudson Valley and Westchester Walks 
to Defeat ALS. 

An added bonus, group attendees can skate with the Black 
Knights Hockey team post-game.

To order tickets, contact Linda/ALSA at lberman@als-ny.
org or call 212-720-3042.

Father and Daughter Dance
Fathers and their daughters can enjoy a night of dinner and 

dancing from 6-9 p.m. on either Jan. 20 or 21 at the West Point 
Club. There will be a dinner buffet with dessert and an onsite 
photographer to capture this special event. Dress is Sunday best. 

There is a minimal fee per couple and an additional fee for 
each additional daughter. 

For more details, call 938-5120.

Community General Skating at Tate Rink
The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2016-17 Community 

General Skate at Tate Rink. 
It’s open to all West Point personnel, DOD personnel and 

families. All skaters must supply their own skates. 
The following will be the only dates and times available for 

skating: Sundays from 3:30-5 p.m. on Jan. 22 and 29, and Feb. 
12, 19 and 26. For details, call the Skate hotline at 938-2991 or 
e-mail jim.mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Mother-Son Dance
The Mother-Son Dance will be held from 6-9 p.m. Feb. 3 

at the West Point Club. Embarrass your son with your amazing 
dance moves, and get it all on camera. Dress is Sunday best. 

There will be a dinner buffet, dessert and dancing. There 
will be an on-site photographer to encapsulate the special day. 

There is a minimal fee per couple and an additional fee for 
each additional son. For more details, call 845-938-5120.

Polar Fest
Come out for some winter fun for MWR’s annual Polar Fest 

from noon-7 p.m. Feb. 11 at the Victor Constant Ski Slope.  
Pre-registration will begin at the ski sales offi ce Jan. 30.  

FOR THE ADULTS

CYS Sports Winter Swimming Sessions
Registration is now open for the winter beginner and 

intermediate/advanced swim sessions. 
There will be an eight-week session for beginners, a six-

week session for intermediate, and two eight-week sessions for 
advanced. Register now to reserve your spot. 

For more details and pricing, call 938-8525.

Arts & Crafts January and February classes (updated)
• Today—Wine and Paint A Bit—Tipsy Snowman, 11 a.m.- 1 

p.m. or 5-7 p.m. Supplies included;
• Tuesday—Pallet Painting, custom 14x24 pallet sign, 5-7 

p.m.;
• Tuesday, Jan. 24 and 31—Pint Sized Picasso, 3:30-4:30 

p.m. Supplies included;
• Jan. 19—Glass Fusion, 5-7 p.m.;
• Jan. 26—Pallet Painting–4x24 Fixer Upper Sign, 10 a.m.-

noon;
• Jan. 27—Wine and Paint A Bit—Winter Solstice, 6-8 p.m. 

Supplies included;
• Feb. 3—Wine and Paint A Bit—Valentine Date Night,  Paint 

two canvases, 6-9 p.m. Supplies included;
• Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 28—Pint Sized Picasso, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Supplies included;
• Feb. 7—Pallet Painting, 5-7 p.m.
Registration is required for all classes. 
There is a minimal fee for the classes. For more details, call 

938-4812.

Polar Passes include food, drink, live music and NASTAR 
ski and snowboard races. For details, call 938-8810.

Events with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for its December event. The 

upcoming event includes:
• Feb. 23—Wicked on Broadway. Leave West Point at 4:30 

p.m. with an 8 p.m. curtain call. Leave NYC at 11 p.m. 
See the Tony award winning box offi ce smash now in its 11th 

year. Mezzanine Seating, Gershwin Theatre. 
For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-

3601. 

Ski lesson Registration
The West Point Ski Lesson registration at Victor Constant 

Ski Area is ongoing. Patrons can register from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. The fi rst week of registration is in-person only.  

For more details, call 845-938-8810.

Ski Special Cadet Discount Weeks
• Class of 2018—500th Night Discount—Friday-Jan. 19; 
• Class of 2019—Yearling Discount—Jan. 30-Feb. 5; 
• Class of 2017—100th Night Discount—Feb. 13-19; 
• Class of 2020—Plebe Parent Discount—March 6-12.
Hours available to get the discounts: 3-9 p.m. Monday- 

Friday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.
For details on special discounts, call 938-8810.

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. It can host functions from 10-50 people. Food 
and drink are included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

Winter Bowling Leagues

The MWR Bowling Center is seeking individuals who may be 
interested in playing in a winter bowling league. No experience 
is needed. The Bowling Center has openings on Sunday, Monday 
and Thursday nights. 

If interested, contact Edward.Marvin@usma.edu or call 
938-2140 for details.

Cyberbullying Workshop
The Cyberbullying workshop: For Parents & Caregivers 

of Children of All Ages, presented by ACS’s EFMP Together, 
Listening & Connecting (T.L.C.) is scheduled for 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. Jan. 19, Building 140, CDC–Lee Area. The snow date is 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Jan. 20. 

Cyberbullying is a real and growing problem for today’s 
youth (and even adults). Join us for this hands-on workshop to 
talk about the what, where and how to stop cyberbullying. 

For details, call 845-938-5655.

MLK JR. OBSERVANCE—TUESDAY
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Keller Corner

Friday—“Monsters Truck,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—“Monsters Truck,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 20—“Monsters Truck,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 21—“Allied,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

KACH Immunization continues to 
provide fl u shots

The Keller ’s Immunization Clinic 
is accepting walk-ins,  for influenza 
immunizations, Monday through Friday, 
between 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

2017 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive at West Point

The 2017 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive will be held from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
today at West Point’s Eisenhower Hall. 

The Blood Drive is open to active and 
reserve duty military members, dependents, 
retirees and civilians. Visit http://www.
militaryblood.dod.mil/Donors/can_i_
donate.aspx to learn if you are eligible to 
donate.

KACH Emergency Department/Room 
has relocated

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Emergency Dept./Emergency Room has 
relocated to their temporary location to the 
west/left of the main entry lobby. 

Signs will direct emergency patients into 
Keller’s main parking lot and to enter through 
the main entry. 

A temporary Emergency Room reception 
and waiting area will be located adjacent to 
the current Pharmacy waiting area. 

The ‘permanent’ Emergency Room is 
scheduled to re-open in Spring 2017. 

The multi-phased, military construction 
project, to renovate Keller Army Community 
Hospital, is scheduled to be completed in 
Fall 2018.

KACH PT Dept. provides free running 
clinic

Keller Army Community Hospital 
Physical Therapy Department’s will conduct 
a free running clinic. 

The running clinic is scheduled for 3 p.m. 
Jan. 19 at the PTD.

All runners will receive: 
• Slow motion video gait analysis of their 

running form; 
• Short class on running form; 
• Running Shoe evaluation; 
• Flexibility screening; 
• Strength screening; 
• Exercises deemed appropriate. 
For details or to schedule an appointment/

slot in the course, call the Physical Therapy 
Department at (845) 938–3324.

• Donate your old cell phone: Did 
you get a new cell phone for the holidays? 
Wondering what to do with your old one? 
After you’ve transferred your data to the new 
one, donate your old phone. 

The phones do not have to be usable. 
Drop off location is B126 Washington Road. 
Proceeds go toward a great charity. 

• Matinee and a Lunch: Spouses 
join us for a Matinee and Lunch at B126 
Washington Road at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday. 

Movie suggestions are welcome. 
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 

by Friday. 

• Harness Racing Museum tour: 
Join us for a tour at The Harness Racing 
Museum in Goshen from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Jan. 23. Participants will walk through the 
museum and enjoy horse-themed games, 
make a horsey craft and take a ride on the 
3D-harness racing simulator. 

Transportation is on own, please carpool. 
To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
with the number of adults and children names 
and ages that are attending by Wednesday. 

Lunch and beverages will be provided. 

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Jan. 19
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Jan. 12-19
Channels 8/23

The West Point Band will present its annual performance of “West Point on 
the March” at 2 p.m. Jan. 21 at Eisenhower Hall Theatre. Come hear one of 
America's greatest marching bands do what they do best, play marches. 
You'll hear works by The March King, John Philip Sousa, as well as other 
wind band favorites, including works by James Barnes, Frank Ticheli and 
Julie Giroux. This concert is free and open to all. In the event of snow, the 
concert will be held on Jan. 22. Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization and continues to provide world-
class music to educate, train and inspire the Corps of Cadets and to serve 
as ambassadors of the U.S. Military Academy and the Army to local, national 
and international communities. For concert information, cancellations and 
updates, call 938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. West Point Band 
news can also be found by following us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube 
and Twitter.                                CoUrteSy Photo

“West Point on the March”
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By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Wrestling team battled 
its way to a 2-1 record at the American Duals, 
defeating American, 18-15, and 23rd-ranked 
Wyoming, 18-12, Jan. 7 at Bender Arena in 
Washington D.C.

The Tar Heels posted a perfect 3-0 record 
on the day and improved to 4-2 on the season, 
while the Black Knights jumped to 3-3 overall 
and 1-1 in Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling 
Association (EIWA) contests. 

American’s 1-2 showing puts them at 3-3 as 
well and 0-2 in EIWA action. 

The Cowboys, who entered the event as 
the only team ranked by InterMat, dropped all 
three of their matches, falling to 1-4 on the year.

  
Army highlights and game notes 
• Army drops to 2-7-1 all-time against the 

Tar Heels.
• The Black Knights improve to 5-1 versus 

American and 2-0 opposite Wyoming all-time.
• This was the first Army win over a ranked 

team since the 2011-12 season when it defeated 
25th-ranked Harvard, 24-17.

• Seniors Russ Parsons and Samson 
Imonode went 3-0 on the day, improving to a 
team-best 5-1 in duals.

• Parsons defeated UNC’s Joey Moon 
for the second time this season, taking a 5-2 
decision at the Southeast Open on Nov. 6.

• Parsons improved to 2-0 on the day with 
his 70th-career win with a 7-2 decision over 
American’s Cole Moseley, and closed out the 
event by upsetting Wyoming’s 12th-ranked 
157-pounder, Archie Colgan, 6-1.  

• Senior Samson Imonode topped Elijah 
Kerr-Brown for the second time this season 
after earning a 6-1 decision at the Southeast 
Open on Nov. 6. The win was his third in duals 
this season, setting a new single-season best.

• Imonode later added the 60th victory of 
his career with a 4-2 decision over Jason Grimes 
of American.

• Senior heavyweight Trevor Smith won 
two match-deciding bouts against American 
(8-4 over Brett Dempsey) and Wyoming (4-1 
over Brandon Tribble).

•  Junior Jack Wedholm’s win over 
Wyoming’s Luke Paine marked wins at three 
different weight classes this season for the 
Blairstown, N.J., native: 174, 184 and 197 
pounds.

Key moment
 Junior 165-pounder Andrew Mendel’s last-

second takedown earned him a 5-3 decision over 
American’s Michael Eckhart brought the meet to 
12-9, sparking a comeback against the Eagles.

  
How it happened vs. North Carolina
• 125: James Szymanski dec. over Trey 

Chalifoux, 12-9 (UNC leads, 3-0);

Army tops No. 23 Wyoming, American at AU Duals

• 133: Nicolas Lirette dec. over Austin 
Harry, 10-9 (UNC leads, 6-0);

• 141: #5 Joey Ward dec. over #15 Logan 
Everett, 5-2 (UNC leads, 9-0);

• 149: Troy Heilmann maj. dec. over Matt 
Kelly, 15-2 (UNC leads, 13-0);

• 157: #18 Russ Parsons dec. over Joey 
Moon, 6-2 (UNC leads, 13-3);

• 165: John Clark dec. over Andrew Mendel, 
4-2 (UNC leads, 16-3);

• 174: #7 Ethan Ramos dec. over Ben 
Harvey, 5-3 (UNC leads, 19-3);

• 184: Samson Imonode dec. over Elijah 
Kerr-Brown, 4-1 (UNC leads, 19-6);

• 197: Daniel Chaid dec. over Rocco 
Caywood, 7-5 (UNC leads, 22-6);

• 285: Corey Daniel dec. over Trevor Smith, 
5-3 (UNC leads, 25-6).

UNC Wins, 25-6.
  
How it happened vs. American
• 125: #17 Josh Terao tech. fall over Sean 

Badua, 15-0 (American leads, 5-0);
• 133: Esteban Gomez-Rivera maj. dec. 

over Austin Harry, 11-2 (American leads, 9-0);
• 141: #15 Logan Everett dec. over Jack 

Mutchnik, 2-0 (American leads, 9-3);
• 149: Michael Sprague dec. over Lucas 

Weiland, 4-3 (American leads, 12-3);
• 157: #18 Russ Parsons dec. over Cole 

Moseley, 6-2 (American leads, 12-6);
• 165: Andrew Mendel dec. over Michael 

Eckhart, 5-3 (American leads, 12-9);
• 174: Ben Harvey dec. over Joe Salvi, 4-1 

(Tied, 12-12);
• 184: Samson Imonode dec. over Jason 

Grimes, 4-2 (Army leads, 15-12);
• 197: Jeric Kasunic dec. over Rocco 

Caywood, 9-6 (Tied, 15-15);
• 285: Trevor Smith dec. over Brett 

Dempsey, 8-4 (Army leads, 18-15).
Army Wins, 18-15.
  
How it happened vs. #23 Wyoming 
• 125: Drew Templeman dec. over Trey 

Chalifoux, 4-1 (Wyoming leads, 3-0);
• 133: Austin Harry dec. over Gunnar 

Woodburn, 6-2 (Tied, 3-3);
• 141: #8 Bryce Meredith dec. over #15 

Logan Everett, 6-5 (Wyoming leads, 6-3);
• 149: #11 Cole Mendenhall dec. over Lucas 

Weiland, 8-1 (Wyoming leads, 9-3);

• 157: #18 Russ Parsons dec. over #12 
Archie Colgan, 6-1 (Wyoming leads, 9-6);

• 165: #16 Branson Ashworth dec. over 
Andrew Mendel, 6-4 (Wyoming leads, 12-6);

• 174: Ben Harvey dec. over Kyle Pope, 7-4 
(Wyoming leads, 12-9);

• 184: Samson Imonode dec. over Chaz 
Polson, 11-5 (Tied, 12-12);

• 197: Jack Wedholm dec. over Luke Paine, 
4-0 (Army leads, 15-12);

 285: Trevor Smith dec. over Brandon 
Tribble, 4-1 (Army leads, 18-12).

Army Wins, 18-12.

Coaches corner
• Head coach Kevin Ward—“I’m happy for 

our guys. They were able to stay tough in some 
tight dual meets and find a way to win from 
behind. It was anything but pretty, but we never 
gave up on ourselves, and that's why we were 
able to win against two quality teams.”

• “Trevor Smith really wrestled well today. 
I’m very happy for him and proud of him for 
being able to win two matches with dual meets 
on the line with some gutsy performances,” 
Ward said.

Senior Russ Parsons, ranked #18 nationally at 157 pounds, went undefeated at 3-0 during the American Duals Jan. 7 in 
Washington D.C. The Army West Point Wrestling team defeated American, 18-15, and 23rd-ranked Wyoming, 18-12, while 
losing to North Carolina, 25-6, and going 2-1 as a team the duals event.           Photo CoUrteSy of arMy athLetiC CoMMUniCationS

Men’s Gymnastics: West Point Open, Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. at Christl Arena.
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Sophomore forward John Emezie scored 13 points, including 6-for-6 from the free throw line, during Army West Point’s 
66-57 victory over Loyola Sunday at Christl Arena.                         Photo CoUrteSy of arMy athLetiC CoMMUniCationS

sPorts

Friday

7 p.m.—men’s Gymnastics, West point 
open, christl arena.

Friday

7:05 p.m.—hockey vs. mercyhurst, tate 
rink.

saturday

9 a.m.—riFle vs. n.c. state, tronsrue 
marksmanship center.

saturday

7 p.m.—men’s Gymnastics, West point 
open, christl arena.

saturday

7:05 p.m.—hockey vs. mercyhurst, tate 
rink.

sunday

2 p.m.—Women’s BasketBall vs. american, 
christl arena.

monday

9 a.m.—riFle vs. neBraska, tronsrue 
marksmanship center.

monday

1 p.m.—men’s and Women’s sWimminG vs. 
colGate and laFayette, crandall pool.

Wednesday

7 p.m.—men’s BasketBall vs. holy cross, 
christl arena.

**vieW the upcominG army West 
point Black kniGhts schedule at WWW.
GoarmyWestpoint.com/calendar.

Sports calendar Corps Squad

Army nabs first Patriot League victory against Loyola
By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications 

The Army West Point Men’s Basketball 
team led wire-to-wire Sunday afternoon to 
register their first Patriot League victory of the 
early season at Christl Arena.

Army started hot and never really looked 
back defeating a strong Loyola team, 66-57.

The Black Knights showcased solid defense 
in the opening period, holding the Greyhounds 
to just 19 points on 30.8 percent shooting. The 
Greyhounds’ 19 points marked Army’s best 
defensive effort in an opening period of play and 
second best defensive half overall this season.

Army held a slim 7-6 advantage just five 
minutes into the contest. The Black Knights 
added on using a 13-0 run to break the game 
open at 20-6. Army kept its visitor scoreless 
for a little less than seven and a half minutes 
during that span. 

The Cadets then continued to control the 
game, taking the 29-19 lead into the locker 
room.  

Army pushed its advantage to the largest 
of the game at 37-21 early in the second period 
but Loyola would not go away. The Greyhounds 
slowly started to chip away at the deficit, pulling 
within 45-40 with 11:01 left on the clock. 
Unfortunately, that would be as close as the 
visitors would come as the Cadets answered 
with a 7-2 run to make it a 52-42 ballgame with 
less than nine minutes to play.

The Black Knights then maintained that 
edge for the remainder of the contest to secure 
their seventh victory of the year.

Three cadet-athletes registered double digits 
with Jordan Fox’s 14 points leading the way. 
The sophomore finished 4-of-9 from the floor, 
1-of-3 from 3-point range and 5-for-6 at the 
charity stripe. He also dished out a game-high 
five assists.

Joining Fox in twin figures was John Emezie 
and Luke Morrison, who posted 13 and 11 
points, respectively. 

Emezie was a perfect 6-for-6 at the free 
throw line, while Morrison led all scorers with 
three makes from downtown.

Senior Mac Hoffman was one rebound 
shy of earning his third career double figure 
rebounding night. He posted nine boards to lead 
the Black Knights on the glass. Rookie Matt 
Wilson and senior Kennedy Edwards were a 
close second with eight rebounds each.

 
Army highlights and game notes
• The Black Knights finished shooting 43.4 

percent (23-for-53) from the floor and 36.8 
percent (7-of-19) from long range. The Cadets 
also finished 13-of-14 from the free throw line 
for a season-best 92.9 percent shooting.

• Loyola went 34.4 percent (22-of-64), 17.4 
(4-of-23) and 75.0 (9-of-12), respectively.

• Army outrebounded the Greyhounds 39-
34 but the visitors held the 12-8 edge on the 
offensive glass.

• Loyola recorded seven steals to Army’s 
two but the Black Knights handed out 13 assists 
to the Greyhounds’ 10.

• The Cadets registered a slim 26-24 edge 

on points inside the paint.
• The Greyhounds finished with 13 points 

off turnovers, while the Black Knights’ tallied 
just five.

• Army converted on 12 points off fast break 
opportunities to Loyola’s six.

• The Black Knights posted the 26-11 
advantage on bench points as well.

• Jacob Kessler chipped in seven points for 
Army and pulled down five rebounds.

• Wilson closed out his night with six points 
and one block.

• Tommy Funk notched four points, two 
rebounds, four assists and one steal in the game.

• Army posted its largest lead at 37-21 (16 
points) after Fox converted on a three-point play 
with 17:35 remaining in the contest.

• The Black Knights led for 39:12. The 
game was tied for 48 seconds.

• Army’s defensive presence in the opening 
period of play forced Loyola into its second-
worst first half scoring period since the 
Greyhounds recorded just 17 points at Towson 
on Dec. 7.

• Loyola’s final point total (57 points) was 
Army’s third-best defensive effort all year (53 
points to Mount Saint Mary (N.Y.) and 56 points 
to St. Francis Brooklyn).

Turning point
• Holding a slim 7-6 advantage five minutes 

into the contest, the Black Knights used a 13-0 
run to break the game open at 20-6. Army kept 
its visitor scoreless for a little less than seven 
and a half minutes during that span.

• Army then maintained a double-digit edge 
throughout the majority of the game.

How it happened 
• Early in the game, the Black Knights held 

a one-point edge at 7-6 after Loyola’s Cam 
Gregory converted on a jumper.

• Unfortunately, the Greyhounds would not 
score for the next seven and a half minutes. The 
Black Knights used that time to spark a 13-0 run 
to create a 20-6 gap between the teams.

• Army controlled much of the remaining 
minutes of the opening period and took a 
10-point lead (29-19) into the break.

• The Cadets started the second half on an 
8-2 run to increase their edge to the largest of 

the game at 37-21 following a three-point play 
from Fox with 17:35 remaining.

• The Greyhounds slowly started to chip 
away at the deficit, pulling to within 45-40 with 
11:01 to play.

• That rally was quickly halted though as the 
Black Knights extended their advantage back to 
double digits after a 7-2 run. Emezie scored all 
of Army’s points during that stretch.

• The Cadets then sustained their double-
figure lead throughout much of the final minutes 
to secure their first conference victory of the 
season.


