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Send Them Off to Victory!
U.S. Military Academy cadets, staff, faculty and family members join together to send off the Army West 
Point Football team today ahead of the 2016 Army-Navy Game. This year the game will take place at 3 p.m. 
Saturday in Baltimore. See Pages 2-4 for more Army-Navy related photos and stories.  
                    Photos by mAJ. sCot Keith/usmA PAo
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Army set for America’s Game against the Midshipmen
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army-Navy Game, presented by 
USAA, is ready to kickoff at 3 p.m. on CBS as 
the Black Knights take on the Midshipmen in 
Baltimore on Saturday.

In addition to the national broadcast, the 
game can be heard on the Army Sports Network 
and on the TuneIn App.

The Opening Kickoff
• The Black Knights will try to snap Navy’s 

14-game winning streak against Army when the 
two service academies take the field.

• Army faces a ranked Navy team for the 
second-straight year as the Mids were No. 21 
prior to last season’s 21-17 Navy victory.

• The Black Knights enter the game with six 
wins for the first time since 2010 and are heading 
to their first bowl game since the Armed Forces 
Bowl that season.

• The rushing attack got a boost against 
Morgan State with over 500 yards on the ground, 
including 323 yards from the fullbacks alone.

• The defense slid up to fifth in the nation 
in total defense allowing a season low 124 total 
yards against Morgan State. It was the second 
time this year Army has kept an opponent under 
200 total yards.

• The passing defense regained its 
dominance against the Bears by giving up just 
96 yards through the air and Army is sixth in 
the country in passing yards allowed. The Black 
Knights held Morgan State and Duke under 100 
yards passing this season.

Playing for their Brother
• The Black Knights will be playing for 

sophomore cornerback Brandon Jackson, who 
passed away on Sept. 11.

• Jackson was an impact player for Army for 
the past two seasons as a cornerback.

• He had played in all 14 games since his 
arrival in 2014 and Jackson finished with 68 
career tackles and three interceptions, two of 
which came against Wake Forest in 2015.

• Jackson grew up in Queens, New York, 
and watched Army Football games as a kid.

• The Black Knights are honoring Jackson 
with a helmet sticker as well as the No. 28 
stitched on the coaches’ hats.

  
Going Bowling
• Army accepted its first bid into the 

postseason since 2010 as the Black Knights are 
headed to the Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl.

• The Black Knights will take on North 
Texas at 11 a.m. CST on Dec. 27.

• The two teams faced each other earlier this 
year with the Mean Green beating Army for the 
first time in the series after a 35-18 victory at 
Michie Stadium.

• Army is 3-2 in five previous bowl 
appearances.

• The Black Knights’ most recent bowl 
game was in 2010 when Army defeated SMU 
16-14 to win the Bell Helicopter Armed Forces 
Bowl.

  
Army-Navy History
• One of the biggest games of the year in 

college football features Army and Navy, and 
they are meeting for the 117th time.

• The Mids own a 54-48-7 lead in the series 
and have won 14-straight heading into the 2016 
matchup.

• The last two meetings have been decided 
by a touchdown or less and a combined 11 
points.

• This is the seventh meeting in Baltimore 
with Navy owning a 4-2 mark, including a 3-0 
record at M&T Bank Stadium.

Rushing Attack
• The Black Knights stayed put as the 

second-ranked rushing attack in the country at 
328.7 per game.

• Army rebounded from its showing against 
Notre Dame to rush for 504 yards against 
Morgan State on Nov. 19.

• It was the second time this season Army 
has rushed for over 500 yards in a game, 
and both of those games were against FCS 
opponents.

• The Black Knights have seen 13 different 
players reach the end zone in the first 11 games 
this year with Andy Davidson remaining as the 
team leader with nine after two scores opposite 
Morgan State. Darnell Woolfolk isn’t far behind 
with seven.

  
Fullbacks’ Big Day
• Against Morgan State it was all about the 

fullbacks as Army’s trio finished with 323 yards 
on the ground and five touchdowns.

• It was the first time since 2012 that Army 
had three players rush for over 100 yards.

• Davidson led the way with his fifth 100-
yard rushing game of the season with 111 on 18 
carries and added two touchdowns.

• Cole Macek came in off the bench and tore 
it up with 108 yards on just seven rushes for an 
average of 15.4 yards per carry.

• Macek also finished with two touchdowns 
on the ground, both coming near the end of the 
fourth quarter.

• Woolfolk posted with 104 yards on seven 
carries, including a 27-yard touchdown run for 
his seventh score of the year.

  
The Defense
• The Black Knights’ defense has allowed 

an average of 19.1 points per game over the 
first 11 contests, which ranks 15th in the nation.

• Seven of the 11 opponents Army has faced 
have been held to two touchdowns or less on the 
scoreboard, including a season-low three points 
against Morgan State.

• Army rebounded from a tough loss to 
Notre Dame to totally shut down Morgan State, 
allowing 124 total yards and eight first downs. 

• The 124 total yards allowed was a season’s 
best for the defense and the second time this 
year Army has held an opponent to 200 yards or 
less in total offense with Duke being the other.

• The Army passing defense is sixth in FBS, 
allowing only 164.5 yards through the air.

  
Broyles Award Nominee
• Defensive coordinator Jay Bateman was 

recently nominated for the Broyles Award, 
which is given to the top assistant coach in 
Division I college football.

• Bateman is one of 40 nominees that were 
chosen from over 1,500 assistant coaches.

  
King of the Middle
• Andrew King has continued his momentum 

from an impressive junior season into his senior 
campaign.

• The middle linebacker is tied for first on 
the team in total tackles with 88 on the year.

• He is second on the team with five sacks 
after recording one against Morgan State.

• King has been in the right place at the 
right time with two fumble recoveries in 2016.

• King is currently fifth all-time in career 
tackles for loss with 35 and is one behind Jim 
Brock (‘87) and Cameron Craig (‘07) for third 
all-time.

• He had a sack against Morgan State and 
has 14 1/2 sacks in his career for second on the 
all-time list, behind only Josh McNary (‘11) 
who tallied 28 sacks in his career.

  
Poetry in Motion
• Edgar Poe is back to his big-catch form 

with a career-high 122 yards at Wake Forest 
and a team-high 46 yards against the Air Force.

• The Wake Forest game was his first 100-
yard receiving game of the season and the third 
of his career.

• He surpassed his brother Christian as the 
leading receiver for the Black Knights with 
292 yards on 14 catches and three touchdowns 
this season.

• Poe’s previous high for receiving yards 
in a game was against Navy last year when he 
hauled in five catches for 121 yards and a score.

• He has 10 career receiving touchdowns 
and passed Pete Dawkins, Don Holleder and 
Aris Comeaux against Air Force for seventh 
all-time.

  
Battle Mate
• Jeremy Timpf has also enjoyed a stellar 

senior campaign with 88 tackles, including nine 
that have ended up as losses.

• He is one of two players on the defense 
with two interceptions and has six career picks, 
including three as a sophomore.

• Timpf has posted 10 or more tackles in 
four games this season, including a high of 15 
at Duke on Oct. 8.

• He had 10 stops on Senior Day against 
Morgan State, including two tackles for loss.

• Timpf has 297 career tackles for 12th 
all-time and is two away from Lyle Weaver for 
11th on the career list.

Not since 2001 has 
Army enjoyed the 
thrill of singing the 
alma mater second 
at  the Army-Navy 
Game. However, the 
Black Knights will try 
to snap their 14-year 
drought by defeating 
the Midshipmen where 
they last defeated 
them—in Baltimore.   
      Courtesy Photo of AAC
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“When, Not If”: Lachance inspires Corps through Video

Promotional Poster of “Spirit Season 2” with the slogan “When, Not If,” that 
signifies what’s on every Army fans mind—Beating Navy.

Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor 

Prior to his sophomore year, Class of 2017 
Cadet Austin Lachance had no knowledge of 
videography, had never edited film and had 
zero experience with production.  Fast forward 
two years and Lachance is the Corps’ first-ever 
Brigade Video Captain, a leadership position 
he helped create, and has taken the Army-Navy 
spirit season to the next level. 

Lachance, now a senior, is determined to 
inspire his peers and other Army fans through 
video, ultimately spearheading the day when, 
not if, Army beats Navy.

It all started with a good idea 
Prior to the Army-Navy game of 2014, 

Lachance came up with an idea for a spirit 
video.  Problem was, all he had was an idea. 

After talking to Cadets (now graduates) 
Cameron Novak and Tessa Knight, Lachance 
was able to put his idea into action. Novak 
had the equipment and editing know-how 
while Knight had the creativity and production 
capabilities to facilitate Lachance’s proposal.  
After coordinating multiple entities, trial and 
error, and numerous man hours, “A Secret and 
Dangerous Spirit Mission” was born. 

“That was the start of the War Tuba spirit 
videos, after that one did so well, I got really 
intrigued with the whole video process and 
kind of seeing how a well-done video can have 
a notable impact on the Corps,” Lachance said. 
“Had Cameron and Tessa not helped me out 
and facilitated the first video, I wouldn’t have 
discovered the impact videos can have, my 
passion for it, and we wouldn’t be here today.”

Operation OBOAT: On Brave Old 

Army Team
“Some people buy motorcycles with 

their cow loan, I decided to buy a bunch of 
cameras.”—Austin Lachance

While the spark of Lachance’s interest began 
with his first video, it was certainly just the 
beginning.  Going into his junior year, he pulled 
out all the stops to produce a no holds barred 
video project that would help to motivate and 
inspire the Corps. 

Although he had purchased the necessary 
equipment, Lachance knew his cameras could 
only get him so far. He watched countless 
YouTube tutorial videos to teach himself how 
to edit and started to form relationships with 
a wide array of Academy entities like Visual 
Information and Public Affairs. From there, he 
began the production of OBOAT.

“One of the things that I had in mind with 
OBOAT was I wanted it to be a completely 
original body of work, both from the video 
side, not having it be a parody of something, but 
rather an original premise and with originality 

on the score side,” Lachance said.  
In regard to score, Lachance teamed up with 

West Point Band composer, Staff Sgt. Noah 
Taylor, and the two instantly hit it off.

“From the get-go of my first meeting with 
him face to face and having him strum a few 
keys on his keyboard, I instantly knew it was 
going to be fantastic because he is just so darn 
good at what he does,” Lachance said. “Not only 
does he have profound personal resources and 
a fantastic zeal for what he does, but our styles 
just meshed perfectly.”

With original music and an original premise, 
Lachance was able to produce a high quality 
spirit video that surpassed expectations.  Since 
its debut on Dec. 1, 2015, OBOAT has received 
almost 550K views on Facebook and over 107K 
views on YouTube.

A New Position 
As Lachance approached his senior year, 

he knew he wanted his final spirit season to be 
the best one yet. After speaking with leadership 

Class of 2017 Cadet Austin Lachance films the Army-Air Force drum battle 
earlier this semester for the Spirit Season 1 video series.     
                           Photo by elizAbeth Woodruff

See “WHEN, NOT IF”, PAGE 4
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USMA hosts Transgender Day of Remembrance

and filing paperwork, he worked closely with Alton Lee, the head 
of the Cadet Spirit Group, toward the creation of a new Corps 
leadership position, the Brigade Video Captain. 

“Academy leadership started to recognize the value of 
facilitating higher quality level cadet video production and in 
order to do that, they created a position to give cadets the resource 
of time,” Lachance noted. “Also, to try to use that time and 
develop future filmmakers so we can try to have some longevity 
to this new precedent of producing higher quality videos.”

From the moment he officially received the position, 
Lachance was ready to expand his filmmaking, not only to Army 
-Navy spirit videos, but to videos that highlighted other clubs 
and groups of the Corps.

“I wanted to try to use this platform to shine light on aspects 
of the Corps that usually don’t get as much attention, whether 
that’s smaller teams or clubs, and trying the best I could to give 
everyone their own spirit video,” Lachance noted. “It’s very 
exciting to see your team represented in a cinematic way, but also 
for the Corps, it’s a nice highlight of an entity that you maybe 
knew was there, but didn’t know much about.”

After creating a running man challenge video that coat tailed 
on the virality at the time, Lachance knew he had to change his 
technique.  

Instead of larger productions, he decided to create smaller, 
less intensive pieces that would still relate to broad audiences.  
It worked.

“The running man challenge was a drastically smaller project, 
on the order of maybe 15 minutes of filming and it had four 
times the reach of OBOAT,” Lachance mentioned.  “It was just 
validation that refined, strategic surgical videos are just as good 
as massive orchestrations.”

Long Gray Cinemas
Now a Firstie with a new leadership position, Lachance 

sought to expand beyond the War Tuba premise and started from 

scratch with an all-encompassing, grassroots production team he 
called, “Long Gray Cinemas.” 

The purpose of the group is to engage newer cadet filmmakers 
in an apprenticeship manner to learn the production process, and 
ultimately create a legacy.

Currently, the core of LGC consists of Lachance and Class 
of 2018 Cadets Alex Werden, Jake Sparano, Alexis Blindauer 
and Justin Taylor, and Class of 2019 Cadets Ian McBride and 
Isabella Vargas.    

While small, Lachance’s team of cadets has packed a big 
punch.

LGC’s debut video, “Ghostly Assemblage,” paid homage to 
the loss of several recent graduates and current cadets, including 
Army football player Cadet Brandon Jackson. The video, though 
somber, swept through the Academy and reached a massive 
audience instantaneously, accumulating a total of over 530K 
views on Facebook and YouTube. 

“What made me especially proud about this video was that 
LGC’s debut project proved the point right off the bat that cadet 
produced videos could be more than just spirit videos. They 
could carry a message and have a deep, positive impact on the 
Corps,” Lachance noted. 

In addition to “Ghostly Assemblage,” Lachance and LGC 
were able to produce 12 videos throughout the course of the 
semester, including a tribute to the golf, drill, boxing and sprint 
football teams, the IOCT, a mannequin challenge video, and 
Army-Air Force spirit videos, also known as “Spirit Season 1.”  

All of the small videos, Lachance says, though each important 
in their own right, were just practice for his plans for “Spirit 
Season 2: Army vs. Navy.”

“When, Not If”
“When Army finally wins, it will be such an important moment 

for generations of officers and anyone even remotely affiliated 
with the Army or the Academy… Thinking about what it will be 

like, immersed in that environment of having the clock tick down 
to zero and looking up to realize you just witnessed history. The 
thought of storming the field, the thought of tearing down the 
goal posts, crying tears of joy, being able to finally hear the 
beauty that is the West Point Alma Mater being sung second.” 
–Austin Lachance

Lachance is determined, through video, to embed the idea 
of “When, Not If” Army wins, into the mind of every Army fan.

“The idea behind ‘When, Not If,’ is simply having a different 
perspective on how to view this year’s Army/Navy match,” he 
explained. “By phrasing it with ‘when’ instead of ‘if,’ you’re 
allowing yourself to transcend the inherent pessimism and 
uncertainty of the prospect of a loss.”

Through a string of continuous spirit videos, Lachance’s goal 
is to build momentum leading into the Dec. 10 matchup. LGC 
released the first video of Spirit Season 2 on Nov. 29, a Snickers 
commercial parody.  In less than a week, it already received more 
views than OBOAT has received over the past year.  What’s more, 
is that it took just 10 minutes to film.  

“The hardest part of that video was walking up to the 
commissary to get the MRE and then walking back down,” 
Lachance joked, regarding the video that received over 730K 
views on Facebook alone.

The other videos are a boxing (or lack thereof) video; 
“Childs Play,” based off the idea that children play Soldier not 
Sailor, a Pipes & Drums video, and the challenge video from 
our First Captain to Navy’s Brigade commander. Each dropped 
continuously during the course of Army-Navy Week and all 
received significant viewership and interactions. 

As the Army-Navy Game approaches, Lachance hopes that 
his work and the idea of “When, Not If” will impress upon each 
individual watching the game, ultimately triggering the most 
universal and arguably most important Army cheer, “Go Army! 
Beat Navy!”

“WHEN, NOT IF”, cont’d from Page 3

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The fourth annual Transgender Day of 
Remembrance was held Nov. 30, hosted by 
the U.S. Military Academy, Spectrum, a Gay/
Straight Alliance Club, the Office of Diversity, 
Inclusion and Equal Opportunity with special 
assistance from the New York City Fire 
Department and FDNY EMS Fireflag.

Gwendolyn Ann Smith, a transgender 
graphic designer, columnist and activist 
founded the Transgender Day of Remembrance 
in 1998 to memorialize the murder of Rita 
Hester who died in Allston, Massachusetts. 

Since its inception, TDoR has been held 
annually on or around Nov. 20 and has slowly 
evolved from the web-based project started by 
Smith into an international day of action. 

Master of ceremonies, Class of 2017 Cadet 
Riley Dosh kicked off the event by speaking 
about the reason for TDoR.

 “Over the past year, innocent transgender 
people worldwide have lost their lives due to 
hate crimes,” Dosh said. “Many more died due 
to bias and hatred based on gender identity and 
expression. They were killed for coming out 
to friends and family, for being who they are. 
Their lives were cut too short unnecessarily.”

“Although our nation has made great 
strides forward and we are more sensitive 

than ever before to hatred-based violence, the 
deaths of those honored here tonight remind us 
there is far more work to do. Our society, our 
police forces, our governments and the media 
largely ignore transgender hate crimes,” Dosh 
explained.

As of April 2009, the Transgender Murder 
Monitoring project was initiated. The project 
monitors, collects and analyzes reports of 
homicides of transgender and gender diverse 
people worldwide and is gaining better support 
from law enforcement and other agencies 
throughout the world. 

The list of reported murders, however, has 
begun to grow larger.

The Keynote speaker for the memorial was 
Amanda R. Simpson, deputy assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Operational Energy, which is 
responsible for training, moving and sustaining 
military forces and weapons platforms for 
military operations.

Simpson received a Bachelor of Science 
in Physics from Harvey Mudd College in 
Claremont, California, a Master of Science in 
Engineering from California State University 
and a Master in Business Administration from 
the University of Arizona. 

“It truly is an honor to be invited to speak 
here at the Military Academy, but I don’t want 
to be here because we are going to read some 
of the names of the hundreds of transgender 

men and women who died of violent means in 
the past 12 months,” Simpson said. “And as 
we heard, these are just from the countries that 
report such crimes. They were stabbed, beaten, 
shot, drowned, dismembered, bludgeoned, 
burned, strangled, thrown from building, 

thrown from bridges, thrown from moving 
vehicles, asphyxiated and sexually assaulted.”

Simpson said there were 26 transgender 
men and women who were murdered in the 
United States this past year because they were 

See REMEMBRANCE, PAGE 5

Amanda R. Simpson, deputy assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational 
Energy, was the guest speaker at the fourth annual Transgender Day of 
Remembrance Nov. 30 at Cullum Hall. The event was sponsored by Spectrum, 
Gay/Straight Alliance (GSA) Club and the Office of Diversity, Inclusion and 
Equal Opportunity with support from the New York City Fire Department and 
FDNY EMS Fireflag.
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities

Oreinteering: The USMA Orienteering team traveled to Baltimore 
Dec. 4, in order to beat Navy and Coast Guard in the second annual Service 
Academy Orienteering Championship. 

The competition served as a prelude to this weekend’s Army-Navy 
Football Game. Quantico Orienteering Club hosted the event in which USMA 
raced male and female competitors across three different course divisions—
Orange, Green and Red. 

The “O-Team” earned their Blue and Gold Stars sweeping each division by 
a wide margin; out of all five races, only one Navy or Coast Guard competitor 
finished in the Top 5. The team was spearheaded by excellent runs from both 
seasoned veterans of the team and up-and-coming talent. 

USMA snagged every first place finish, with Class of 2020 Cadet Gino 
Saponari winning Men’s Orange with a time of 41:24, Class of 2020 Cadet 
Bridgette Bordelon winning Women’s Orange with a time of 1:25:28, Class 
of 2018 Cadet Samuel Evans winning Men’s Green with a time of 54:01, 
Class of 2018 Cadet Jessica Johnson winning Women’s Green with a time 
of 1:34:18 and Class of 2018 Cadet Michael Bruce winning Men’s Red with 
a time of 1:02:21. Class of 2017 Cadet Daniel O’Conor established this 
competition last year while on semester exchange at the Naval Academy. He 
oversaw training of the Midshipmen’s first Orienteers. This year, Bruce has 
trained a team of Coast Guard Cadets while on exchange at the Coast Guard 
Academy. We are excited to see these programs grow and develop into expert 
navigators and look forward to future competitions on the fields of friendly 
strife. (Above) Class of 2020 Cadet David Sayles sprints to the finish on the 
Orange Course of the 2016 Service Academy Orienteering Championship. 
Sayles placed second, with a time of 41:43, behind teammate Saponari. 

 

IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES

being themselves. 
“But any way you count it, the fact remains; 

transgender men and women—especially transgender 
women of color—continue to experience violence at 
alarmingly high rates and are often targets for fatal hate 
violence, according to a National Coalition of Anti-
violence Programs report,” Simpson said. “Transgender 
women, the study indicated, are nearly twice more 
likely to experience sexual violence. That same report 
suggested why transgender people are less likely to 
report attacks to police. Transgender people were nearly 
four times more likely to experience police violence, 
compared to cisgender crime survivors and victims, and 
the rate jumped up to six times more likely when you 
are talking about transgender women of color.”

Simpson spoke about transgender youths who have a 
high attempted suicide rate, and in one recent survey, 41 
percent of those who responded had attempted suicide 
at some point in their lives.

“Transgender and gender non-conforming people are 
bullied, harassed or assaulted in school and in society at 

shocking rates,” Simpson said. “I know. I was there once 
too. The loneliness and self-isolation at school didn’t 
get better. In college they called it hazing, but it sure felt 
the same. You see, the name calling and taunting easily 
becomes ‘acceptable’ violence—you know playground 
stuff. Well, this ‘acceptable’ violence is just a very thin 
line from seriously injuring someone, or worse. (It’s) a 
thin line from a name appearing on a remembrance list.”

 Simpson lit a candle with the audience lighting their 
memorial candles while a list of the dead was read. One 
hundred in all. Simpson’s impassioned last words was 
about how much work still needs to be done to stop 
the violence.

“As long as there are remembrance lists, as long as 
people are taking their own lives rather than believing 
in a future for themselves, as long as bullies terrorize 
others, as long as prejudice is met with indifference, 
as long as differences are considered as negatives, as 
long as words are used to hurt, as long as some are not 
welcome in all parts of society—there is work to be 
done,” Simpson concluded.

Candle lighting ceremony 
to honor and memorialize 
transgenders who have 
died because of abuse 
at the Transgender Day 
of Remembrance Nov. 
30. Transgender Day is 
generally held around 
Nov. 20 and was started 
by  Gwendolyn  Ann 
Smith, a transgender 
g r a p h i c  d e s i g n e r , 
columnist and activist to 
memorialize the murder 
of Rita Hester who died 
in Allston, Mass.

REMEMBRANCE, cont’d from Page 4
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   Religious Services
Assembly of God—Sunday, 10 a.m. at 134 Old State Road in 
Highland Falls.

Church of Christ—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Interfaith 
Center, Bldg. 147.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints—Sunday, 10 
a.m. at Thayer Hall, Room 144.

Eastern Orthodox—Sunday, 9 a.m. at St. Martin’s Chapel in 
the Cadet Chapel.

Episcopal—Sunday, 10 a.m. at the Church of the Holy Innocents 
in Highland Falls.

Jewish—Friday, 7 p.m. at the Jewish Chapel.

Lutheran—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Old Cadet Chapel in the 
West Point Cemetery.

Muslim—Friday, noon-1:45 p.m. at the Cadet Interfaith Center, 
Bldg. 147.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha 
Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-
5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 
845-938-7479 or email kathryn.hermon@usma.
edu;
• KACH SARC, Vacant.
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 
845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@usma.
edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 
845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Sgt. 1st Class David 
Wemes—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP 
Resources

Religious Services at West Point
Gospel—Sunday, 12:30 p.m. at the Post Chapel.

(Update) Protestant—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Chapel 
and the Post Chapel. Sunday, 5 p.m. in Robinson Auditorium.

Catholic—Saturday, 5 p.m. and Sunday, 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
at Most Holy Trinity Chapel.

                Religious Services POCs
USMA Chaplain—Col. Matt Pawlikowski at 938-3316.

Garrison Chaplain—Lt. Col. David Jacob at 938-6717/2003.

Catholic Community Chaplain—Maj. Ken Bolin at 938-
3721/8760.

Jewish Community Chaplain—Capt. David Ruderman at 
938-2766/2710.

Protestant Community Chaplain—Lt. Col. Brett Charsky at 
938-0585/3412.

USCC Brigade Chaplain—Lt. Col. Harold Cline at 938-
0585/3412.

Christmas Tree Lighting 

(Left) The annual West Point 
Christmas tree lighting took place 
Monday with Santa Claus arriving 
by firetruck to give his reindeer 
a rest. Children sang, the cadet 
choir entertained with Christmas 
Carols and the West Point Band 
Quintet was on hand to provide 
music. Santa invited everyone to 
the West Point Club to hear what 
children want for Christmas and 
to indulge in hot chocolate and 
cookies. (Above) Kaitlyn Greb 
tells Santa what she wants for 
Christmas after the Christmas Tree 
Lighting ceremony. Crafts were 
also available for children. 
        Photos by KAthy eAstWood/PV
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Army Lacrosse 
outreach in NYC
The Army West Point Lacrosse team 
c o n d u c t e d  a  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h 
in Harlem, New York, Nov. 19. During a 
clinic, the Black Knight players taught the 
Harlem Youth Lacrosse and Leadership  
Organization the fundamentals of the game. 
(Above and left) Lacrosse players Dan 
Grabner, Austin Colvin and Dan Desanti teach 
various fundamentals and techniques used in 
the game of lacrosse.       Courtesy Photos
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Cadets meet with Secretary of Defense at the Pentagon
By Maj. Steven Ferenzi
DMI instructor

Back in November, Cadets from the Defense and Strategic 
Studies (DSS) program met with Secretary of Defense Ashton 
B. Carter in his office at the Pentagon.  

Class of 2017 Cadets Aleksa Davis, Hans Gui, Oscar Hall 
and Bryson Randall are working on a Defense and Strategic 
Studies Capstone project focused on recruiting millennials to 
the Joint Force.  

The DSS Capstone program matches small groups of cadets 
with real world clients who give the cadets a piece of a strategic 
problem on which to conduct research, develop innovative 
solutions and present concrete recommendations over the course 
of the academic year.  

Secretary Carter is the Cadets’ capstone client. The capstone 
topic is closely related to the Secretary of Defense’s Force of 
the Future Initiative. Accordingly, he was very engaged with 
the cadets and their research during this critical client meeting 
where the goals and parameters of the project were further 
defined and refined.  

Randall found the client meeting “both stimulating and 
motivating in the development of our project.”  

Gui stated, “We were motivated to pursue this project because 
of our ability to connect with other millennials and understand 
their perspectives. These insights will allow us to create a unique 
recommendation for how the U.S. military can better attract 
millennials to serve.”  

The DSS Capstone program is designed for cadets to learn 
from the research process and interaction with a real world 
strategic client, while providing real value back to the client.

With the upcoming change in Administrations, the details 
of the project may change as a new Secretary of Defense will 
become the client. While this may complicate the research 
process, it also provides cadets with an opportunity to contend 
with the realities of political transition and the resultant effect on 
policy, an important dynamic in strategic practice.

(From left to right) Class of 2017 
Cadets Hans Gui, Bryson Randall, 
Chief of staff of the Army Gen. Mark A. 
Milley, Cadets Aleksa Davis and Oscar 
Hall pose for a photo at the Pentagon. 
During the visit, the cadets had an 
office call with Chief of Staff of the 
Army Gen. Mark A. Milley, were given 
a guided tour of the Pentagon and met 
with a number of military and civilian 
leaders involved in the Force of the 
Future Initiative.  

During a client meeting, the Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter talked to (from left to right) Cadets 
Aleksa Davis, Hans Gui, Oscar Hall, Bryson Randall and Maj. Nathaniel Davis about the Defense and 
Strategic Studies (DSS) program’s ability to conduct research, develop innovative solutions and present 
concrete recommendations over the course of the academic year. Carter is one of the cadets capstone 
clients.            Courtesy Photos 

During the visit, the cadets had an office call with Chief of 
Staff of the Army Gen. Mark A. Milley, were given a guided tour 
of the Pentagon, and met with a number of military and civilian 

leaders involved in the Force of the Future Initiative.  
The cadets were accompanied by Maj. Nathaniel Davis, the 

director of Defense and Strategic Studies.
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Austin, Perkins host a fireside chat with cadets, staff and faculty
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Behavioral Sciences and Leadership Department hosted 
a fireside chat for the Class of 2017 and 2018 cadets enrolled 
in PL300 and MX400, and staff and faculty. The chat, hosted 
on Nov. 17, was titled “The Challenges of Command Decision-
making,” which focused on the leadership decisions involved in 
the first “Thunder Run” in the taking of Baghdad in 2003.

 Retired Gen. Lloyd J. Austin III, U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 1951 and the Class of 1951 Chair for the Study of 
Leadership, facilitated the discussion with Gen. David Perkins, 
USMA Class of 1980, and Commander, U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command.

In 2003, Austin was a brigadier general and served as 
commanding general of the 10th Mountain Division and Perkins 
was a colonel serving as brigade commander for the 2nd Brigade, 
3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized) during the invasion of 
Iraq, commanding the unit’s Thunder Run into Baghdad and 
subsequent stability operations in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

“This is like a living room discussion,” Austin said. “Thunder 
Run involved a certain amount of risk, and bold and daring 
actions. It also involved a lot of good judgement and good 
leadership. I think you will see that we framed our talk in terms 
of mission command decisions, specifically combat decision 
making.”

Perkins said when he talks about leader development he 
always invokes the name of Gen. Austin.

“He was the best boss I ever had,” Perkins said. “It’s an honor 
to be here with him and I’m looking forward to some insightful 
and tough questions and maybe we can reduce some of the anxiety 
when you become second lieutenants and start thinking that as 
a second lieutenant you don’t know everything. That has never 
been a prerequisite. The only prerequisite is we want you to be 
a good leader and we are going to talk about a specific battle for 
Baghdad here.”

Austin asked Perkins to describe how his brigade combat 
team understood the commander’s intent and general concept 
of the operation.

“This is the quintessential example of mission command,” 
Perkins said. “This command is based on trust in the ability to 
understand the situation and to visualize the situation. You have 
to understand that this was part of a larger campaign. It didn’t 
just happen overnight.”

Perkins described how he and Austin worked together when 
he was his deputy commander and they always talked and those 
talks included questions like “how do we carry out the mission?”

“What we are doing is how do we conduct combat operations, 
what are the options out there,” Perkins said. “What we were 
doing was getting in touch with each other’s minds. What is the 
capability, strengths etc. What would make a difference?”

“Initially, there were designs to encircle the city,” Perkins 
explained. “Do we encircle Baghdad?” When these decisions 
rolled upon us, it was a culmination of months of training, sharing 
of experience and discussion. It’s a continuation of a trust and 
team building developing over a long time.”

Austin said it was the importance of the bigger team and they 
were part of a really good team.

“We had reached a point where we kind of moved as one 
body,” Austin said. “We understood each other and what the 
other guy would probably do in certain situations. And that came 
through training and frequent dialogue. As a deputy commander, 
I talked to Perkins and other brigade commanders whenever I 
could. One of my pet peeves is I wanted to talk to the commander 
and not to the S3. I wanted his analysis, his thoughts. When he 
told me what was going on, it was happening, there was never 
a question in my mind. This trust is built upon frequent contact, 
training and working together.”

Perkins said the primary responsibility as a leader is to build 
a culture of trust.

Perkins explained that the first thing a leader must do is try 
and figure out what decisions he or she is going to have to make 
and what are some of the problems? 

“As a leader, you can have this discussion with your team 
telling them that these are the decisions I have to make and need 

to make, and I need assessments from the team because that will 
affect my decision,” he said.

“I had to make the decision if we are going in and out of 
Baghdad or are we going to stay,” Perkins said. “What I needed 
to know from the team was how much fuel do we have? We had 
about 10 hours of fuel time. I need an assessment from the team 
and I will use that information to decide if we get in or out or 
stay and when do we commit the reserves, the last hope of any 
commander. This is the reason we need to talk.”

Austin said that the first decision was to go into Baghdad and 
Perkin’s goal was to create some degree of chaos. The troops are 
better in dealing with chaos. And if we can see key infrastructure 
we can fight ourselves out. 

“There was no ‘on the spot’ or cavalier decisions; there were 
constant battles going on,” Perkins added. “The decisions are a 
process of very deliberate team building, training, visualization 
and continual developmental experiences. There were two 
thunder runs into Baghdad. We wound up staying and it was a 
critical decision in the fight.”

Austin described the decisions and what went into them.
“What Perkins described happens routinely,” Austin said. 

“There were thunder lines into Baghdad. Leaders were in touch 
with Perkins and he ended up staying. A critical decision and 
every brigade and division were in contact and fighting like 
wolverines.”

The fireside chat objective and primary focus was to allow 
cadets to gain an appreciation for the early history of America’s 
Army war-fighting experience in Iraq, to better understand 
and appreciate the decision making process in combat and the 
importance of building trust and communication within your 
team.

Retired Gen. Lloyd Austin and Gen. David Perkins talk to cadets, staff and faculty about the decision 
making process of Thunder Run, going into Iraq in 2003 Nov. 17 at Robinson Auditorium. At that time, 
Perkins was the commander of the 3rd Infantry Division's 2nd Brigade in that Iraq campaign that involved 
a lot of bold maneuvers and risk-taking.

A cadet asks a question during a discussion on the 
Iraq American operation called Thunder Run with 
retired Gen. Lloyd Austin and Gen. David Perkins, 
who was the commander of the 3rd Infantry Division 
2nd Brigade in a campaign charaterized by bold 
maneuvers and heavy risks going into Baghdad in 
2003. 
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

emily_ballesteros: 2 Legends 1 Photo. #supedaddy

chancyphotography: #WhenNotIf #SpiritSeason2

goarmywestpoint: Army, Nike team up for 2016 Army-Navy Game 
honoring the 82nd Airborne Division. #WestPoint #USMA #GoArmy 
#ArmyNavy #BEATNAVY
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adopt-A-Child Holiday Program

Every year, the Highland Falls-Fort Montgomery School 
District’s Adopt-A-Child program helps more than 100 children 
and their families during the holiday season. 

For more details to help, contact Sue Wotton at 845-549-2407 
or susan.wotton@hffmcsd.org.

Army West Point 
Athletics Gift 
Shop Sale

The Army West 
Point Athletics Gift 
Shop will hold a 30 
percent sale from 9 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. (at 
the Visitors Center) 
and 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. (at the PX 
store) today.

West Point Commissary holiday hours
•  The West Point Commissary will be closed Dec. 19;
• The West Point Commissary will be open from 9 a.m.-4 

p.m. Dec. 24;
• The West Point Commissary will be closed Dec. 25;
• The West Point Commissary will be closed Dec. 26.

Tax Center seeking volunteers during tax season  
The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 

with tax return preparation during the tax season (January-April 
2017). Volunteers will be asked to work at least two half-days 
each week. Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain 
valuable work experience.  

We are also seeking volunteers to assist with administrative 
support during the tax season. No tax training is required.

For details, contact matthew.baek@usma.edu or call 938-
6507.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Functional Academic Skills Training

It’s that time again as West Point’s Army Education Center 
is offering another Functional Academic Skills Training from  
12:30-4:30 p.m. through Dec. 15.

Raise your General Technical score through FAST at the 
Army Education Center, 683 Buckner Loop (Subway/Starbucks).

For details, contact Nancy Judd at 845-938-3464 or Tonya 
Rauckhorst at 845-938-5389.

Navy Education Services  
In compliance with Navy policy, current Sailors are instructed 

to only use Navy Vol Education services.
Naval members are encouraged to visit the new and improved 

Navy College Program website at www.navycollege.navy.mil to 
identify the education resources available to them.

If you are requesting language testing, the Army Education 
Center can continue to provide that service.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 

Gospel Service
The Gospel Service at West Point is ongoing. Under the 

leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, there 
are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your talents 
and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work, and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. 

Meetings include time to socialize and discuss the joys and 
challenges of motherhood, speakers from the community on a 
variety of topics, and creative activities. 

The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister Room 
of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month.

There is a registration fee and because the group meets in the 
evenings, childcare will not be provided.   

For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@gmail.
com and visit us at our informational table at the WPSC Super 
Sign Up event today at the West Point Club.

an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that provides free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Snow Globe Workshop at the Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum                                                                                                                                                                          

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents a Snow 
Globe Workshop at the Outdoor Discovery Center, on Muser 
Drive, across from 174 Angola Road, in Cornwall at 11 a.m. 
Sunday.  

Join Environmental Educator Carl Heitmuller for a fun 
morning of creative, upcycled and seasonal crafting. Adults and 
children will learn how to make a winter wonderland snow globe 
from a recycled jar. 

They also make a unique holiday gift. This program is for 
adults and families with children ages 5 and up. The is a small 
fee for this event. Visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, x204 
for more details.  

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls services
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls, New York. The church is close to Thayer Gate.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.), and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, women and college-aged 
young people. 

Transportation is provided as needed. 
For any questions, visit the church website at www.

gracebaptistny.org. 

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
2017 Ski Passes

Victor Constant Ski Area has season passes on sale now. 
More than $1,000 in savings when you buy a season pass. 

For rates, lessons and more, call 845-938-8810. 

CYS Services needs sports coaches
Child, Youth and School Services is looking for coaches for 

its winter recreation basketball season. 
There will be four divisions: Little Shooters for 4 year olds, 

Training League for 5-6 year olds, Collegiate League for 7-8 year 
olds and Jr. NBA for 9-11 year olds. 

Training and Collegiate Leagues will take place between 5-8 
p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays and the Jr. NBA will take place 
between 6-8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Little Shooters will 
take place from 10-10:45 a.m. on Saturday mornings. 

For details, call 938-8896.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES
Arts & Crafts December classes

• Today—Open Studio, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.;

FOR THE ADULTS
Winter Bowling Leagues

The MWR Bowling Center is seeking individuals who may be 
interested in playing in a winter bowling league. No experience 

Army Navy Kennel Special
Get three nights for the price of two kennel special at Morgan 

Farm for Army-Navy. 
Drop off  your pet on Friday and pick up your pet Monday. 
For details, call 845-938-3926.

Project Angel Tree
Come to the West Point Exchange through Tuesday to pick 

a decoration with the age and gender of a West Point child and 
purchase an age appropriate gift or wrapping paper.

Place the unwrapped gift and tree decoration in the box and 
make a child’s Christmas morning special.

For details, call 845-938-6497. 

• Today—Cookies and Canvas, 5-6:30 p.m.;
• Friday—Holiday Project Palooza, noon-3 p.m.;
• Tuesday—Pallet Prose–New Class, come make a 12x12 

pallet sign. Several sayings to choose from or choose your own. 
Registration and text for signs must be completed by Wednesday.

• Dec. 15—Wine & Paint, 5-7 p.m. Paint a 16x 20 canvas.
Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 

fee for the classes. For more details, call 938-4812.

MWR Fitness Snowfl ake Scramble 5K
The Snowfl ake Scramble 5K will be held Saturday with a 

shotgun start at 8 a.m. Race day registration begins at 7 a.m. 
Pre-registration going on now. 

The start and fi nish of the race is at the MWR Fitness Center. 
Cadets run for free, but must register. Strollers and leashed 

dogs are welcome. 
Prizes will be given to top runners. 
There is a minimal fee for this event. Register online at http://

tiny.cc/0imwgy or at the MWR Fitness Center. 
For more details, call 938-6490.

Ski lesson Registration
The West Point Ski Lesson registration at Victor Constant 

Ski Area begins Monday. 
Registration begins for active duty and immediate family 

members on Monday, all other eligible patrons on Tuesday and 
the general public Jan. 2. 

Patrons can register from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. The 
fi rst week of registration is in-person only.  

For more details, call 845-938-8810.

December event with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for its December event. The 

upcoming event includes:
• Tuesday—Christmas Spectacular featuring the Rockettes.  

Leave West Point at 4 p.m., and the curtain opens is at 8 p.m.
• Dec. 15—Christmas Spectacular featuring the Rockettes.  

Leave West Point at 1 p.m., and the curtain opens at 5 p.m.
For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-

3601. 

Community General Skating at Tate Rink
The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2016-17 Community 

General Skate at Tate Rink. 
It’s open to all West Point personnel, DOD personnel and 

families. All skaters must supply their own skates. 
The following will be the only dates and times available for 

skating: Sundays from 3:30-5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 18, Jan. 22 
and 29, and Feb. 12, 19 and 26. 

There will also be two Tuesdays during Christmas break 
2-3:30 p.m. Dec. 20 and 10 - 11:30 a.m. Dec. 27. 

For details, call the Skate hotline at 938-2991 or e-mail jim.
mcguinness@usma.edu. 

is needed. The Bowling Center has openings on Sunday, Monday 
and Thursday nights. 

If interested, contact Edward.Marvin@usma.edu or call 
938-2140 for details.

Mini Job Fair/Networking event
The West Point Soldier for Life–Transition Assistance 

Program is hosting a Mini Job Fair/Networking Event from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. today at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School.

For details, contact Colleen Costanzo at 845-938-0634 or 
colleen.costanzo@usma.edu.

West Point Club’s Bridal Show
Come join the West Point Club from 12-3 p.m. Jan. 8 for 

its annual Bridal Show. Don’t miss the must-see Bridal Fashion 
Show at 2 p.m. Spend the afternoon with the brides-to-be in the 
wonderful land of Bridal Bliss. The Grand Ballroom will be fi lled 
with all the vendors you need to make your day perfect.  

Hot hors d’ oeuvres, action stations and wedding cakes will be 
available for you to sample. Free admission for registered West 
Point Club Brides. Minimal fee for others and guests. 

For details, call 845-446-5504. 

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. It can host functions from 10-50 people. Food 
and drink are included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.
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Keller Corner

Friday—“Doctor Strange,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—No Show due to Army-Navy Game.
Dec. 16—“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 17—“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story,” PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

KACH Immunization continues to 
provide fl u shots

The Keller ’s Immunization Clinic 
is accepting walk-ins, for influenza 
immunizations, Monday through Friday, 
between 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

KACH Emergency Department/Room 
has relocated

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Emergency Dept./Emergency Room has 
relocated to their temporary location to the 
west/left of the main entry lobby. Signs will 
direct emergency patients into Keller’s main 
parking lot and to enter through the main 
entry. 

A temporary Emergency Room reception 
and waiting area will be located adjacent to 
the current Pharmacy waiting area. 

The ‘permanent’ Emergency Room is 
scheduled to re-open in Spring 2017. 

The multi-phased, military construction 
project, to renovate Keller Army Community 
Hospital, is scheduled to be completed in 
Fall 2018.

On Tuesday, the doors to the Emergency 
Dept. bay (previous location) will be secured 
and all Emergency Department visits will 
need to enter through Keller’s front doors.

Additionally, all emergency ambulance 
transports will enter through Keller’s front 
door and the Keller ambulance will be 

permanently located at the Keller circle (in 
front of the hospital). 

There will be no vehicle parking or 
standing/waiting permitted in the Keller 
circle. Keller circle drop-offs must be brief, 
and it is highly recommended that medical 
appointment drop-offs occur at the Brian D. 
Allgood Clinic circle.   

KACH re-assigns Primary Care 
Managers

Over the last two weeks HealthNet/
TRICARE has sent notifi cations to many 
of our benefi ciaries informing you or your 
family member that the assigned Primary 
Care Manager (PCM) has been changed. 

We  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n 
inconvenience but was required due to 
provider losses this past summer/fall PCS 
season. 

This reassignment will enable us to have 
adequate access across the entire Primary 
Care Department for all benefi ciaries to get 
an appointment when they need care. 

We are actively working to get a 
permanent provider hired to replace the 
providers that have left this past PCS season. 
We appreciate your patience and your trust 
as we work to deliver the care you deserve. 

If you have any concerns with your newly 
assigned PCM, address this with our patient 
advocate Linda DiSalvo at 845-938-5874.

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and 
then drop it in our very special North Pole 
mailbox at B126 Washington Road before 
Dec. 16 for a guaranteed delivery to Santa 
before Christmas. 

We will make sure it gets to the “Big 
Man” at the North Pole just for you. Make 
sure to check your mail box for your letter 
back from Santa. 

Please include your age, gender and 
address.

• Holiday Tree: Help decorate our 
Tree of Warmth! Bring any new mittens, 
hats, gloves and scarves to help decorate our 
Holiday Tree. 

Make the holidays special for someone 
in need and feel good by doing it. 

We are counting on each of you for the 
success of this heartwarming event. We will 
be collecting at B126 until Dec. 19. 

Let’s make our tree the warmest tree at 
West Point.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Dec. 15

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 8-15
Channels 8/23

Soo Bahk Do available
A new SKIES Unlimited Program, called Soo Bahk Do, is welcoming new 
students anytime. The purpose of this traditional Korean Martial Art is to 
develop every aspect of the self, in order to create a person who is free from 
inner confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world. The kicking 
techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan styles as developed by the late 
founder, Hwang Kee. Classes meet on Monday and Wednesday evenings 
from 6:10-7:00pm, at the Lee Area CYS Services Facility, located at 140 
Buckner Loop on West Point. The certifi ed master instructors are a husband 
and wife team, Wook Soo Kim and Esther Kwon. No prior experience is 
necessary. For more details, please see the fl yer posted on the West Point 
CYSS Face book page—in the SKIES album. For more information, to try 
a free class or to enroll before our next session, which begins in January, 
contact Kirsten Rautter at 845-938-8893 or email  at kirsten.rautter@usma.edu.  
          Courtesy Photo
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Army accepts bid to Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl

sPorts

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Football team is 
heading back to Texas after accepting a bid 
to the Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl held at 
the historic Cotton Bowl Stadium in Dallas 
on Dec. 27.

Army will face off against North Texas 
with kickoff scheduled for 12 p.m. Eastern 
Time. The game will be carried live on ESPN.

“We are proud to accept an invitational to 
play in the Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl and 
represent the United States Military Academy,” 
said Army West Point Athletic Director Boo 
Corrigan. “The players, coaches and staff have 
put in a lot of hard work this season and to be 
rewarded by playing in the postseason for the 
first time since 2010 is extremely special. I 
know Coach Monken and his team are thankful 
for the opportunity given to them by ESPN 
Events and Zaxby’s, along with all the partners 
of the game and look forward to playing in the 
great city of Dallas.”

Army started the season 3-0 with victories 
over Temple, Rice, and Texas-El Paso, before 

taking wins against Lafayette, Wake Forest 
and Morgan State to remain in the hunt for a 
bowl bid.

“Our team is excited about representing the 
United States Military Academy in the Zaxby’s 
Heart of Dallas Bowl,” Army head coach Jeff 
Monken said. “We are thrilled to be back in the 
postseason as it is a goal of ours each year to 
play in a bowl game. This opportunity to play 
in the Heart of Dallas Bowl is representative 
of a tremendous effort by our players and staff 
throughout this season.”

Tickets in the Army allotment are $75 
each (plus applicable fees) and are located on 
the Army sideline.  Seat locations within the 
Army allotment will be determined by Army 
A Club priority.

Fans can also purchase tickets in the Army 
allotment to be donated to cadets and local 
Soldiers. At 10 a.m. Monday, all fans can 
purchase tickets via GoArmyWestPoint.com, 
1-877-TIX-ARMY or at the box office window 
located at Gate 3 of Michie Stadium.  

The ticket office encourages all Army fans 
to purchase tickets through our office in order 
to ensure they are seated within the Army 

allotment.
“We are excited to announce that North 

Texas and Army will be playing in the Zaxby’s 
Heart of Dallas Bowl this year,” Brant B. 
Ringler, the bowl’s executive director, said. 
“Congratulations to both the Mean Green and 
Black Knights for their outstanding seasons. 
This promises to be a thrilling matchup at 
historic Cotton Bowl Stadium. Fans from both 
programs are in for a special time in Dallas.”

Army enters its regular-season finale 
against rival Navy on Dec. 10 with a 6-5 overall 
record, the program’s highest win total since 
the 2010 squad finished 7-6. 

The Black Knights rank second in the 
nation in rushing offensive with 328.9 yards 
per game. 

That attack is led by sophomores Andy 
Davidson and Darnell Woolfolk, along with 
junior quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw.

The Black Knights also boast the fifth-
ranked defensive team in the country, allowing 
just 288.9 yards per game. 

The unit led by seniors Andrew King and 
Jeremy Timpf have also given up only 164.5 
passing yards per game, which has them sixth 

nationally.
Army and North Texas have already met 

once this season with the Mean Green taking 
a 35-18 victory at Michie Stadium. 

The Black Knights are currently 2-1 against 
Conference-USA teams so far this season.

Army is 3-2 in five previous bowl 
appearances. 

The Black Knights made their postseason 
debut in the 1984 Cherry Bowl (Pontiac, Mich.) 
with a 10-6 victory over Michigan State. 

The following year Army defeated Illinois, 
31-29, in the 1985 Peach Bowl (Atlanta, Ga.). 
The Black Knights then suffered two losses 
by a total of four points in their next two bowl 
appearances at the hands of Alabama (1988 
Sun Bowl—L, 29-28) and Auburn (1996 
Independence Bowl—L, 32-29).

The Black Knights’ most recent bowl game 
was in 2010 when Army defeated SMU 16-14 
to win the Bell Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl. 
Army forced three turnovers, including a 55-
yard fumble return for a touchdown by then 
senior Josh McNary in that game, to build a 
16-0 halftime lead, before hanging on for the 
two-point victory.

The Army West Point Football team is heading back to Texas after accepting a bid to the Zaxby’s Heart of Dallas Bowl held at the historic Cotton Bowl Stadium 
in Dallas on Dec. 27.                       Courtesy GrAPhiC by Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions
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Friday

7:05 p.m.—Hockey vs. Holy cross, TaTe 
rink.  

saTurday

3 p.m.—FooTball vs. navy aT balTimore 
(Tv: cbs).

dec. 17
1 p.m.—Women’s baskeTball vs. mercy, 
cHrisTl arena.

dec. 21
7 p.m.—men’s baskeTball vs. bingHamTon, 
cHrisTl arena.

dec. 30
7 p.m.—men’s baskeTball vs. leHigH, 
cHrisTl arena.

Jan. 2
7 p.m.—Women’s baskeTball vs. bucknell, 
cHrisTl arena.

Jan. 5
7 p.m.—Women’s baskeTball vs. laFayeTTe, 
cHrisTl arena.
**To see THe upcoming army WesT 
poinT black knigHTs scHedule, visiT 
WWW.goarmyWesTpoinT.com/calendar.
aspx?vType=lisT.

Sports calendar Corps Squad

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Wrestling team 
closed out the calendar year with an 18th-place 
showing after compiling 33.5 points at the Cliff 
Keen Las Vegas Invitational at the Las Vegas 
Convention Center Dec. 3 in Las Vegas. 

Senior co-captain Logan Everett (141 
lbs.) and senior Samson Imonode (184 
lbs.) were Army’s two place-winners at this 
year’s tournament, finishing fifth and eighth, 
respectively. 

Ohio State, the fourth-ranked team in the 
nation, held on to its lead from day one, closing 
out the tournament with 118.5 points and two 
individual champions. 

Eleventh-ranked Wisconsin finished as the 
runner-up with 113.5 points after placing seven 
wrestlers in the top eight. 

The Black Knights came in ahead of 
service-academy rivals Air Force and Navy, 
who placed 21th and 26th, respectively. 

Army highlights and game notes 
• Everett and Imonode placed at the Cliff 

Keen Las Vegas Invitational for the first time. 
• This was the first time Parsons did not 

place at a tournament outside of the NCAA 
Championships in his college career. 

• Everett’s pin in the fifth-place bout was 
his third of the season and ninth of his career. 

How it happened
• 141 lbs.
#16 Logan Everett (5th): 1-2, Fall (4-2, 

Everett, Imonode Place at CKLV Invite

Fall)
Semifinals: L, MD, 10-2 vs. #2 Joey 

McKenna (#12 Stanford)

Cons. Semifinals: L, 4-3 vs. Cole Martin 
(#11 Wisconsin)

Fifth-Place: W, Fall at 2:03 vs. Timmy Box 
(Northern Colorado)

• 157 lbs.
#11 Russ Parsons: 0-1 (2-2, 2 Tech. Falls)
Cons. Round of 8 #2: L, 7-2 vs. #18 Victor 

Lopez (Bucknell)
• 165 lbs.
Andrew Mendel: 0-1 (2-2)
Cons. Round of 8 #2: L, 3-2 vs. Alex 

Lopouchanski (Air Force)
• 184 lbs.
Samson Imonode (8th): 1-2 (4-3, Major 

Decision)
Cons. Round of 8 #2: W, 12-6 vs. Mark 

Penyacsek (CSU Bakersfield)
Cons. Round of 4: L, 6-5 vs. Hunter Ritter 

(#11 Wisconsin)
Eighth-Place: L, MD, 12-1 vs. Nick 

Fieenger (Cal Baptist)

Coaches Corner
• Head coach Kevin Ward—“I see progress 

in our team, and I like that. As a team, we are 
getting better at creating opportunities to score, 
but we have to get better at closing out matches. 
We have to be more dominant third period 
wrestlers. I like our guys and the way they 
work. If we continue to work hard at improving 
in positions every day, we can be a really good 
team in March.”

Senior co-captain Logan Everett earned a fifth-place finish with a pin of Northern Colorado’s Timmy Box at the Cliff 
Keen Las Vegas Invitational Dec. 3 in Las Vegas.                        Courtesy Photo by Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions

Senior Samson Imonode earned an eighth-place finish with a win in the Round 
of 8 Consolation over CSU Bakersfield’s Mark Penyacsek at the Cliff Keen Las 
Vegas Invitational Dec. 3 in Las Vegas.     Courtesy Photo by Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions
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Women’s Basketball grabs road win at Dartmouth

Sophomore forward Madison Hovren posted the first double-double of her career with 16 points and a 
career-best 13 rebounds to help Army West Point to a 68-60 victory over Dartmouth Dec. 3 in Hanover, 
N.H.                                                                   Courtesy Photo by Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Basketball team overcame 
a late push by Dartmouth and came away with a 68-60 victory 
Dec. 3 at Leede Arena in Hanover, New Hampshire.

Army wins its third straight to improve to 4-1 overall, while 
Dartmouth slips to 2-2 following the loss.

Junior Janae McNeal led the Black Knights with 17 points 
on 7-of-9 shooting, while also adding four assists. 

Sophomore Jess Lewis registered career highs of 13 points 
and four assists, and classmate Madison Hovren posted the first 
double-double of her career with 16 points and a career-best 13 
rebounds.

Dartmouth was led in the scoring department by Kate 
Letkewicz, who netted a game-high 24 points and Olivia Smith, 
who finished with 16.

Army highlights and game notes
• Army improves to 2-4 in its all-time series versus 

Dartmouth.
• McNeal tallied a season-high 17 points to lead the Cadets.
• Lewis totaled season highs in points (13) and assists (four)
• Hovren recorded the first double-double of her career with 

16 points and a career-high 13 boards.
• Hovren’s double-double was the third for Army this season, 

after junior Aliyah Murray finished with a double-double against 
Albany and classmate Lena’ Hicks did so in the Yale game.

Key moment
• Dartmouth used a 13-7 run to force a 52-52 tie with 7:48 

remaining in the fourth quarter. The run extended into fourth 
period, but Army scored the next eight points over a 2:46 span 
to take a 60-52 lead. 

Hovren and McNeal each scored four points during the 
scoring stretch. The Big Green would come back to within three, 
but didn’t pull even the rest of the way.

How it happened 
• Army and Dartmouth swapped the lead six times in the 

first quarter, doing so for the final time with 18 seconds left, 

after Lewis hit a three-pointer to give the Black Knights a 17-
15 advantage.

• The Cadets used a 19-6 run in the second quarter to take a 
12-point lead, 36-24, with 2:33 left until halftime.

• The 19-6 run was finished by six unanswered points from 
Army, including field goals from Hovren, Lewis and junior 
Daizjah Morris.

• The Big Green netted the final five points of the half to pull 
back to within 36-29 at the break.

• Dartmouth came back to force a 45-45 deadlock with 1:18 
left in the third quarter but Army took a 48-47 lead into the final 
frame, thanks to a triple from junior Destinee Morris with 55 
seconds left in the period.

• The hosts tied the contest, 52-52, with 7:48 left in the game, 
but Army netted the next eight points to regain an eight-point 
cushion.

• Lewis and McNeal each made a pair of free throws in the 
final 17 seconds to cap the victory.

The Army West Point Men's Basketball team used 
a massive second-half surge to take down St. 
Francis Brooklyn, 76-56, Dec. 3 at Christl Arena.
The Black Knights (4-4) saw six players reach 
double figures for the first time this season. Jacob 
Kessler (left) posted a career-high 16 points after 
going nearly perfect on the night. The sophomore 
finished 7-of-7 from the floor, 2-of-2 from behind-
the-arc and 0-1 from the charity stripe. He added 
four rebounds, which was one shy of matching 
his career best effort. The Richmond, Va., native 
compiled two assists and two steals on the night 
as well. Joining Kessler in double digits were 
Tommy Funk, Jordan Fox, John Emezie, Kennedy 
Edwards and Matt Wilson, who all notched 10 
points in the game. 
                    Courtesy Photo by Army AthletiC CommuniCAtions

Six reach double 
figures in win against 
St. Francis Brooklyn


