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®Tunnel to Towers Run

(Above) About 1,700 West Point 
cadets and U.S. Military Academy 
leadership members participated 
in the 15th annual Tunnel to 
Towers Run Sunday in Manhattan. 
The cadets volunteered to 
run alongside 30,000 other 
participants from the mouth of 
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel to 
the grounds of the World Trade 
Center. The route is the same 
one that New York City Firefi ghter 
Stephen Siller took on 9/11 after 
hearing the radio dispatch that a 
plane had struck the Twin Towers. 
He gathered more than 60 pounds 
of fi refi ghting equipment and ran 
to join his brethren at Ground 
Zero. Siller, along with 342 other 
firefighters, made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce on 9/11. (Right) A cadet 
stands at the 9/11 Memorial after 
the Tunnel to Towers Run.   
  Photos by 2nd lt. KeVin baeK/usma Pao

(Far above) Members of the New York City Fire 
Department line West Street with American Flags 
leading to One World Trade Center prior to the 
Tunnel to Towers Run in Manhattan. (Above) A cadet 
wears his ring that refl ects off the 9/11 Memorial. 
A part of the original World Trade Center steel is 
melted into the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2016 
and 2017 rings. 
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Send ICE feedback for 
continued community 
improvement, services
By Col. Andrew S. Hanson 
U.S. Army Garrison West Point

Since my arrival this summer, I have 
immersed myself into every aspect of the West 
Point Garrison and Community. One of the 
most important aspects of our Garrison is how 
well we are serving our community.

From the maintenance and custodial 
services we perform to the recreational 
activities we offer, it is my responsibility to 
be as informed as I can so we may continue 
to provide our Garrison and Community with 
the excellent service they have come to expect. 

To help me know how we are doing and 
what we can do to improve our community of 
excellence, we have a comment and concern 
submission mechanism called the Interactive 
Customer Evaluation (ICE).

This is the perfect forum to share your 
views with me. From June 1-Aug. 31, we 
received 1,153 ICE forms, and I personally read each submitted comment. 

Based on these comments, I am working with my Garrison leadership to improve or 
transform our services. For example, based on your concerns about the abundance of speeding 
and safety of pedestrians on the installation, the MPs increased their patrol, especially around 
academic buildings. 

DES confirmed they have issued significantly more tickets in the last two months. And 
we are working to install more signs at pedestrian crosswalks to alert drivers when they are 
approaching such an area.  

The ICE program is the single most effective way of determining how well we are meeting 
the needs of the community, so to help me, I invite the West Point Garrison and Community 
to go to our ICE website, which you can find a link to on the Garrison home page at www.
westpoint.army.mil. 

From there, choose the category of service for which you would like to provide feedback, 
and if you provide contact information and request a response, you will receive a response 
within three business days. 

If a more personal approach is what you prefer, many of our service providers have ICE 
comment cards available in their buildings along with submission boxes that are checked 
daily. You can find these physical cards in DHR, ACS and the tax center.

Our families and civilian workforce are the bedrock of West Point, and I appreciate reading 
your comments about the services we provide our community. Each month, we would like to 
receive 300 ICE submissions, so I encourage you to let us know how we’re doing, whether 
it’s praise for our MPs on a game day, a recommendation for a family activity or an idea for a 
professional training course through ACS. Whether you go to the ICE site directly or fill out a 
comment card, the process takes about five minutes and provides us with valuable information.

We want to continue to provide the West Point Garrison and Community with excellent 
service and appreciate all the feedback you give us.

D0DEA adds annual 
seasonal influenza 
vaccine to required list
By Department of Defense Education 
Activity

ALEXANDRIA, Va.—Beginning this fall 
and continuing for every subsequent school 
year, the Department of Defense Education 
Activity (DoDEA) has added the requirement 
for an annual seasonal influenza vaccine for 
students attending DoDEA Schools.  

The influenza vaccine has been added to 
the list of required immunizations for students 
attending DoDEA schools, following guidance 
and recommendations by the Centers of Disease 
Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices and the Department 
of Defense Joint Military Medical Services 
regulation on immunizations.

“The annual seasonal influenza vaccine is 
the best defense against influenza.  Because the 
military community is a highly transient one, 
which increases the potential for exposure and 
the spread of infectious diseases, DoDEA added 
the influenza vaccine to the list of required 
vaccinations for school-age children,” said Dr. 
Linda Curtis, DoDEA principal deputy director 
and associate director for academics. “Reducing 
the spread of preventable infections in schools 
and the military community improves students’ 
health, safety and attendance. A reduction in 
absenteeism greatly improves student academic 
achievement.”  

Parents are asked to check with the 

immunization clinic at their local Military 
Treatment Facility (MTF) or school nurse 
for more information. Vaccine administration 
schedules will be arranged by installation MTFs 
and completed no later than Dec. 1 every year. 
Students will not be dis-enrolled from schools 
if the vaccine is not available at the MTFs or 
the MTFs cannot administer the vaccine before 
Dec. 1, 2016. DoDEA will work with the MTFs 
to ensure students can receive the vaccine when 
it becomes available and the MTFs can provide 
the service.

School nurses can also provide information 
about the immunizations. The complete 
list of required immunizations and at what 
age they should be administered is on the 
DoDEA website at http://www.dodea.edu/
StudentServices/immunizationPgrm.cfm, as 
well as on individual school websites.

DoDEA plans, directs, coordinates and 
manages pre-kindergarten through 12th grade 
education programs for school-age children of 
Department of Defense personnel who would 
otherwise not have access to high-quality public 
education. 

DoDEA schools are located in Europe, the 
Pacific, Western Asia, the Middle East, Cuba, 
the United States, Guam and Puerto Rico.

DoDEA also provides support and resources 
to Local Educational Agencies throughout the 
United States that serve children of military 
families. 

Beginning this fall 
and continuing for 
every subsequent 
school year, the 
D e p a r t m e n t 
o f  D e f e n s e 
E d u c a t i o n 
Activity (DoDEA) 
has added the 
requirement for an 
annual seasonal 
influenza vaccine 
f o r  s t u d e n t s 
attending DoDEA 
Schools.    
           Courtesy Photo  
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Grad earns 2016 Nininger Award for heroism in Iraq

The presentation of the 2016 Alexander R. Nininger 
Award for Valor of Arms story has been removed for 
the protection of the Soldier who still serves actively 
in the Special Forces.
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Out of the Darkness promotes awareness of suicides
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The third annual Out of the Darkness Walk 
Sept 24 brought out many people, including 
faculty members and cadets, to bring awareness 
to the prevention and signs of suicide. The walk 
is conducted by the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention through the West Point 
Suicide Prevention Office, which is part of the 
Army Substance Abuse Program, Department of 
Human Resources and the Garrison. Garrison 
Commander Col. Andrew S. Hanson was the 
main speaker.

“This is an important event to recognize 
the affect suicide has on our families,” Hanson 
said. “An estimated 22 veterans a day die from 
suicide. A Soldier is a Soldier for life and we 
want to walk to raise awareness to our cadets, 
active duty and our veterans. We want to 
maintain life.”

Dr. Keita Franklin, Department of Defense 
director of suicide prevention, also spoke at 
the event.

One of the things Franklin said is prevention 
starts with changing attitudes about people who 
are feeling a little alone.

“It’s OK not to be OK,” Franklin said. 
“Suicide is a real problem, but it is preventable. 
You should not be afraid to talk about it.”

The walk handed out various colored beads 
to wear, indicating whom you are remembering 
as you walk. White beads indicate a child; red, 
loss of a spouse; gold, loss of a parent; orange, 

loss of a sibling; purple, loss of a friend; and 
silver, loss of a first responder or military. 

There were memorials made up of 
photographs and photo album clippings of the 
faces of those who died by suicide. 

Many stopped and looked at the smiling 
faces, some with family and friends who may 
have been struggling with pain at the time—and 
no one knew it.

Class of 2017 Cadet Rischell Lott spoke 
about her classmate and friend Nick Wright who 
died by suicide.

“He gave (much of himself) all the time,” 
Lott said. “We would joke around about his 
beautiful eyes. In hindsight, we saw the signs, 
but we were not educated or aware enough at 
the time to recognize them. It starts in the head 
and ends up a suicide.”

One of the signs of someone contemplating 
suicide is a change in behavior or the presence 
of entirely new behaviors. Behaviors such as 
acting recklessly, withdrawing from activities, 
sleeping too much or too little and increased use 
of alcohol or drugs. 

A new behavior is concerning when a new 
or changed behavior is related to a painful event, 
like a loss or change. 

Another sign is if a person talks about being 
a burden to others, talks about feeling trapped, 
having no reason to live or experiencing pain. 

Mood is another sign, people who are 
considering suicide often display one or more of 
the following: depression, loss of interest, rage, 
irritability or humiliation and anxiety. 

Attendees of the Out of the Darkness Walk to prevent suicide pick up different 
colored beads that represent specifically those they knew and loved that died 
of suicide Sept. 24.

However, there is no single cause of suicide. 
Suicide often occurs when one is stressed to the 
point of exceeding the current coping abilities 
or has a mental disorder.

Ninety percent of people who die by suicide 
have a mental disorder at the time of their 
deaths; depression is one of them. There are 

biological and psychological treatments that 
can help address issues that put people at risk 
for suicide. 

Recognize the signs. Be aware and be there.
Feeling helpless and/or suicidal, call 

1-800-784-2433 or 1-800-273-8255 to speak to 
someone, or visit www.suicide.org.

Attendees of the Out of the Darkness Walk to prevent suicide hold the signs "Be There" to bring awareness to signs of suicide Sept. 24 at Clinton Field.
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2016-17 Cadet Club Activities

Triathlon: The Army West Point Triathlon team competed 
in the Northeast Collegiate Triathlon Conference (NECTC) 
Championship race during the Westchester Triathlon event in 
Rye, New York Sept. 24-Sunday. 

This event marked the culmination of a season consisting of 
seven conference races held in various locations throughout the 
northeast. The Westchester Triathlon was an Olympic distance 
race consisting of a 1.5 km swim, 40 km bike and 10 km run. 

Class of 2018 Cadet Jacob Slife was the first triathlete to 
finish the race in a field of over 1,000 athletes, which consisted 
of both age group competitors and collegiate triathletes. 

Class of 2018 Cadet Teresa Groton led most of the race for 
the collegiate females and finished second while Class of 2019 
Cadet Megan Jarrell finished fifth. 

The team also took first place in both the male and female 
collegiate team categories and first place overall as a combined 
team. The conference also presented awards for the 2016 season, 
which included points scored from five of the seven NECTC 
races. 

The Army team earned yet another male and female team 
combined NECTC conference championship. The males finished 
first and the females finished second in their separate categories. 

Now the team will shift gears to focus on the Half Ironman 
distance as they strive to win another Ironman 70.3 Collegiate 
National Championship in Austin, Texas Oct. 30. 

Equestrian: The West Point Equestrian team hosted its 
first show of the season Sept. 17. The home show was hosted 
in conjunction with the O’Neill High School Equestrian team 
at Morgan Farm. 

Although the show will not count for regional qualification, 
the West Point riders did their best and placed well within their 
classes. Notable first-place highlights include Class of 2020 Cadet 

Charlotte Hereford in Open Fences (also placed second in Open 
Flat), Class of 2019 Cadet Matilda Brady in Novice Flat (as 
well as second in Novice Fences), Class of 2017 Cadet  Crystel 
Calderon in Novice Fences, Midshipman TK Grundy (USNA, 
Class of 2018) in Walk Trot Canter, and Class of 2020 Cadet 
Taylor Krug in both Walk Trot and Walk Trot Ground Poles. 

The competition helped prepare the cadets for the West Point 
Equestrian team’s regional-qualifying competitions through the 
fall. 

Orienteering: In even-numbered years, the North American 
Orienteering Championships (NAOC) has alternately hosted 
between Canada and the United States. 

The NAOC is the largest orienteering meet in the western 
hemisphere. 

From Sept. 23-Sunday, the Army West Point Orienteering 
team traveled to Hanover, New Hampshire to compete with the 
world’s best orienteers, including France’s Thierry Gueorgiou, 
the 13-time world orienteering champion. 

The event consisted of three individual world-ranking events 
(WRE) and finished with a Sprint Relay. 

On Sept. 23, the team competed in a Middle Course situated 
on a ski slope. Cadets ran courses ranging from 3.7 to 5.5 km. 

Class of 2020 Cadet David Sayles took second place and 
Class of 2019 Cadet Charlie Fredrickson took fifth in the 3.7 
km Orange Middle. 

On Sept. 24, the team took on the infamous Long on Burnt 
Mountain. These courses ranged from 3.8 to 13.7 km. This proved 
to be a technically and physically challenging course, but Sayles 
was able to snag second place once again. 

On Sunday, the team participated in the final WRE race, 
a sprint course on the Dartmouth campus. The fast pace and 
arena finish created an exciting environment for competitors 
and spectators alike. 

Class of 2020 Cadet Gino Saponari took first place in the 2.2 
km Orange Sprint, with a total time of 11:24. This meet concluded 
the team’s last major meet for the fall season. 

Scout’s Orienteering Weekend, Friday-Sunday, is the next 
event on the calendar. Scouting troops from the tristate area 
will come to West Point to earn their Orienteering Merit Badge 
and the orienteering class of 2020 will guide those scouts in this 
process. 
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Two Cadets canoe down Mississippi River, 
raise money for veteran suicide awareness
By Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor
 

Class of 2018 Cadet James Callan was 
studying in his Barracks during T-week in 
May, staring at a map of the United States on 
his computer. He noticed a long, thin line run 
straight through the country from Minnesota 
to the Gulf of Mexico. After doing about 10 
minutes of research and calculating his 60 days 
of leave, Callan decided he would spend his 
summer canoeing down the Mississippi River.

Because this spontaneous adventure would 
be strenuous and particularly challenging, 
Callan knew he’d need a partner. Someone he 
knew he could rely on.  Callan quickly turned his 
desk chair around and looked at his roommate, 
Adrian Shanahan, another Class of 2018 cadet.  

“I just leaned over and said, ‘Do you want 
to canoe with me?’ and he said, ‘Of course,’” 
Callan recalled. 

From that moment forward, Callan and 
Shanahan would begin the journey of a lifetime.

The plan, however, had one catch. Aside 
from Shanahan’s brief experience working at an 
outdoor recreation shop at Fort Leonard Wood, 
neither roommate had ever canoed before… 
let alone down the longest river in the United 
States. 

But despite their lack of experience, the 
two bought a canoe (it came with paddles!) and 
began to organize their supply list, strategize 
their route and align their goals.

Shanahan mulled over their plan, thinking of 
what the two could do to make it better.  

“I thought, this is such a crazy thing, we 
could probably raise some money for a good 
cause to go along with it because it would 
get attention,” Shanahan said. “Being at West 
Point and my dad is in the military, I have a 
military family background, and I wanted to 
do something related to that. I know one of 
the prevalent issues is suicide awareness and 
veteran suicide.”

They decided to call their adventure 2,320 
miles for 22, as the pair would be traveling 2,320 
miles down the Mississippi River in honor of the 
22 veterans who commit suicide daily.

From there, they went on to spread the word 
about their quest. They spoke with members in 
their Company, I-1, and set up a webpage and 
shared information with the community.  

Slowly but surely, people were finding out 
about their cause.

“We had a church group donate, a couple 
businesses and a lot of cadets in our company 
donated small amounts,” Shanahan said.

“I think those were the best kind of 
donations, the small ones,” Callan added. “It’s 
easy for a corporation to donate, but to see the 
cadets in our company, the high participation 
rates and even just five, 10 dollars, it was great 
to see everyone involved.”

After raising awareness (and donations), the 
two set sail on June 15.

They packed their 15 and a half-foot canoe 

with 250 pounds of supplies, quickly realizing 
that they’d have to drag the canoe through 
the water for the first three days in upstate 
Minnesota. 

They didn’t use their paddles until Lake 
Bemidji, 30 miles into their voyage.  

Aside from walking their heavy canoe 
through the river, they had to make it through 
24 lock and dams, several downpours and even 
raccoons.

“The first night was really bad, we had 
pitched a tent and we just kind of left our food 
out, away from the tent,” Shanahan said.  “We 
woke up and heard rustling, we were just hoping 
it wasn’t a bear. So I shined my light, and it 
was raccoons. We were up basically all night, 
fighting them off with paddles.”

In addition to external conditions, the pair 
faced a great deal of mental challenges along 
the way.

“No day was easy. Waking up at four or five 
in the morning just knowing that you had to 
paddle for 12 to 15 hours, the biggest thing was 
mental toughness,” Callan stated.  “Physically, 
it was stressful but it wasn’t overwhelming. But 
mentally, days got to you, especially when you 
don’t see anybody for a few days and you’re 
only basically eating Ramen.”

Both partners agreed that those days when 
they saw people became the highlight of their 
trip.

“My favorite part was meeting people,” 
Callan said. “The days can kind of be long and 
dreadful because you’re just paddling and you 
see very few things. But when you pull off at 
night and meet people, it’s great.”

The two shared stories about a man named 
Scooter who they met in Memphis and took 
them to Graceland and for a barbecue dinner.  

Three women in a golf cart helped them 
transport their gear to land, saving them time.  

A police officer checked up on them and 
directed them to a nice Mexican restaurant.  
They also met a couple, Dave and Shelly, who 
took them into their home to do laundry and get 
some sleep after meeting them at a diner. They 
called these folks their “river angels.”

They also had the support of West Point 
Parents who lived along the Mississippi River 
and invited them for a warm meal. They were 
awarded this luxury rarely, but cherished it 
when they could.

By the time they arrived in St. Louis, the 
travelers got rid of their non-essentials, keeping 
only rain gear, food and a change of clothes.

“Once you accept the fact that you’re going 
to be gross, you just get used to it,” Shanahan 
said.  “I had a nicer pair of shoes and I have no 
idea why I even brought them, they just sat in 
my bag. Once we got to St. Louis, we got to a 
post office and I just shipped a bunch of stuff 
back.”

The duo continued to trek along the 
Mississippi, realizing that the further down the 
river they went, the hotter it would be.

2,320 miles for 22, 
the Instagram Log

See MISSISSIPPI RIVER, PAGE 7
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER, cont’d from Page 6

O’Neill High School senior selected to Marching Band

“Toward Memphis, we would jump in 
once or twice a day, but once we got down to 
Mississippi, it was every 30 minutes, you were 
just trying to cool down,” Callan stated. “We 
got to the point where we were just like, this 
is crazy, and it’s too hot. So we had to suspend 
our campaign.”

While the two were not able to make it all 
2,320 miles, they reached about 2,000 miles in 
45 days, a feat that not many people can say 
that they’ve done. 

“It was definitely disappointing not making 

it all the way,” Shanahan said. “It was getting 
so bad we could have easily gotten heat stroke 
if we kept going and just thinking about safety, 
it was the smart thing to do.”

Callan agreed.
“Had we redone it, we would have picked 

a different season, we tried to roll through the 
hottest part of the United States during the 
hottest season,” he remarked. “It was too hot 
and we had to think logically and pull over.  But 
we had met our goal of raising the money and 
that was great.”

While their goal was $10,000, the pair raised 
just under $15,000 for veteran suicide. 

“I think it’s a really good cause and just if it 
could help save one more life then I think that’s 
an accomplishment on our part,” Shanahan 
noted.  

As for what they’ve learned, both know 
this is an experience they’ll reference for the 
rest of their lives.

“I have gained a great appreciation for 
boats, cars, planes, anything with a motor,” 
Callan said.  

Shanahan agreed.
“It makes West Point seem a lot easier after 

doing that,” he stated.
Regardless of being together non-stop for 

45 days, the two continue to be roommates 
and think that maybe they’ll finish the trip in 
the future.

“I don’t know if I would do the 2,000 miles, 
maybe I would just do the last 300,” Callan said.  
“Maybe we take it back down in 20 years and 
finish up the trip, but I’m excited, there’s still a 
future, it’s suspended, but not over.”

Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Savannah Prosperie, a senior at James I. O’Neill High School, 
has been selected to the Army All-American Bowl Marching 
Band Sept. 22 for the 2017 year. Prosperie is a clarinetist and one 
of 125 selectees among high school musicians to this prestigious 
honor. 

The All-American Marching Band performs each year at 
halftime at the nationally broadcasted U.S. Army All-American 
Bowl. This year’s game is Jan. 7, 2017 in San Antonio and the 
Army All-American Bowl Marching Band will be performing. 

Savannah Prosperie was recognized as a member of the 
2017 U.S. Army All-American Marching Band and received 
an honorary jacket in front of her family, friends, fellow band 
members and classmates. 

Band members are chosen among the millions of high school 
musicians in the United States, not just because they excel 
musically, but because they are mentally and physically agile, 
and know the importance of teamwork and they are able to adapt 
to challenging situations similar to Army Soldiers.  

Because the James I. O’Neill High School has no marching 
band, Savannah had to motivate and dedicate herself to learning 
a skill set outside of the classroom. Luckily, because her dad is 
in the USMA Band, many stepped up and helped Savannah with 
auditions and practice.  

Savannah Prosperie is the daughter of Sgt. 1st Class Jeff 
Prosperie, who currently is a member of the U.S. Military 
Academy Band’s the Hellcats as a drummer.

“Savannah has certainly followed in her father’s footsteps 
and has been committed to achieving the highest level of musical 
honors as a high school student,” Melissa Prosperie, Savannah’s 
mom, said.

Savannah also auditioned and was selected to be a member 
of the Tournament of Roses Parade Honor Band scheduled to 
perform as part of the Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, 
California, but it conflicts with the Army All-American Bowl.

“Not only was she successful in this, she auditioned and made 
the two most prestigious marching experiences for high school 
students in the country. It was through personal dedication and 
perseverance that she reached this high achievement level,” her 
mom said.

Savannah does not intend to pursue a career in music, but 
rather has an interest in going to West Point majoring in pre-
med with the hopes of becoming a cardiac surgeon (and her first 
choice is West Point.)

“I love football,” Savannah said. “And basketball. I was a 
cheerleader and involved in a lot of clubs like outreach in school. 
I’m also looking into different schools, but I went to the Summer 
Leadership Experience and that sold me on West Point.”

The U.S. Army All-American Marching band is neither an 
active nor a reserve component band and its performances are 
limited to events during and preceding the All-American Bowl. 

Uniforms are patterned on contemporary civilian marching 
band uniform designs and styled in black and gold, accented by 
the Army’s two-part identity patch with the words “U.S. Army” 
across the front. 

The band is used by the Army as a recruiting tool to interest 
talented, graduating high school musicians in enlisting in the 
U.S. Army and pursuing a career in the Army’s music program. 

Approximately 2,000 students auditioned for the 125 spots 
available in the 2016 edition of the band. Those selected receive 
an all-expense paid trip to San Antonio for rehearsals and 
performance. 

The U.S. Army All-American Band is a show band and does 
not engage in traditional military band functions such as support 
for public duties or drill and ceremony. 

James I. O'Neill High School senior 
Savannah Prosperie (above and left) 
accepts her selection of becoming 
part of the All-American Bowl 
Marching Band. Savannah is a 
clarinet player and is recognized 
as a member of the 2017 U.S. Army 
All-American Marching Band and 
received an honorary jacket in front 
of family and friends, fellow band 
members and classmates Sept. 
22. Savannah will be attending the 
All-American Bowl Jan. 7 at San 
Antonio. Photos by Kathy eastwood/PV 
(aboVe) and erin hoPKins for the u.s. army (left)   
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Vanguard completes fall field training exercise
By Cadet Candidate Trenton Lawrence

The cadet candidates of the U.S. Military Academy 
Preparatory School Class of 2017, the Vanguards of the USMA 
Class of 2021, finished classes, assembled in formation and 
boarded buses bound for the aptly named “House of Tears”—
marking the beginning of a two-day field training exercise 
designed to put each cadet candidates’ mettle to the test Sept. 
16-17. 

In addition to the gas chamber, cadet candidates conducted a 
foot movement in order to bivouac in preparation for rising early 
to conduct land navigation, as well as rappel from both the 25-
foot and 75-foot walls at the Pine Ridge Rappel site.  

Over the past two weeks, instructional training conducted 
prior to the field exercise was primarily organized and taught 
by USMAPS Tactical Officers, Tactical NCOs, and prior-service 
cadet candidates who lent their combined years of experience 
to cadet candidates in order to ensure the success of the entire 
USMAPS Battalion. 

Charlie Company CC Nicolas DeSimone, who led the 
rappelling instruction brief, humorously commented, “Everyone 
was very attentive during our rappelling instruction briefs—I like 
to think it was because they were interested in mastering the skill 
and not because they were terrified of falling.” 

Indeed, this field exercise began with many cadet candidates 
feeling apprehensive about the challenges they would face. 

Nonetheless, the Vanguard Class of 2021 embodied personal 
courage while executing every task set before them.

“I had no idea what to expect when I walked into the gas 
chamber” Charlie Company CC Laura Maniet said. “Once we 
got out of there and I walked around for a few minutes, I wanted 
to go back in.” 

Shortly after the gas chamber, cadet candidates conducted 
a tactical foot movement to the location where they would be 
spending the night. Bravo Company CC Dequan Foreman was 
especially motivated about this, “Last time we slept outdoors, 
during Cadet Candidate Basic Training, I slept uncomfortable, 
holding my rifle closely. This time I was prepared for the 
overnight stay in the field and was excited to put my skills to 
the test.” 

After a 5 a.m. wakeup, cadet candidates began a tactical 
march toward the land navigation site, where cadet candidates 

Cadet Candidates of the USMAPS Class of 2017, the Vanguards of the USMA Class of 2021, burst out 
of the “House of Tears,” which was part of a two-day field training exercise designed to put each Cadet 
Candidates’ mettle to the test Sept. 16-17. 
were given several points to refresh the skills they learned during 
CCBT. 

After successfully negotiating the course, cadet candidates 
proceeded to the rappelling site. While many expressed 
uneasiness, all showed discipline and courage while completing 
the 25-foot and 75-foot cliffs. 

“It was a lot of fun, and I’d definitely do it again—though I’d 
probably prefer to avoid finding myself hanging upside down the 
next time,” answered Alpha Company CC Salonika Kakoulakis 

when asked if she enjoyed her experience. 
Leading from the front, Cadet Candidates manned several 

rappelling lanes and safety checks, ensuring that their peers were 
well taken care of and ready to tackle this last training event. 

As the exercise came to a close, morale was high among the 
Soldiers of the Vanguard Class of 2021—more confident than 
ever in their peers, equipment and ability to lead from the front, 
cadet candidates were already talking with excitement about their 
next field training exercise. 

As part of a two-day field training exercise, Cadet 
Candidates from the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School work on land navagation (above) and then 
proceeded to the rappelling site (left) to rappel off of 25-
foot and 75-foot cliffs to show discipline and courage.
            Courtesy Photos



9September 29, 2016Pointer View  

Story and photo by Lionel Beehner
DMI Instructor

On Sept. 19, the Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and Slate 
“War Stories” columnist Fred Kaplan discussed his latest book, 
Dark Territory: The Secret History of Cyber War, with cadets and 
faculty in Washington Hall. He traced the history of the threat to 
1983, when President Reagan saw the Matthew Broderick movie, 
War Games, and ordered his team of national security advisors to 
look into the threat posed by computer hackers to the security of 
the government’s computer systems. What he found would lead 
to NSDD-145, a classified directive called the National Policy 
on Telecommunications and Automated Information Systems 
Security.”

Flash-forward three decades and the U.S. government, despite 
boasting the world’s strongest cyber-warfare capabilities, is still 
playing catch-up in three areas in the cyber realm: deterrence, 
detection, and resilience.

“Cyber warfare,” Kaplan told the audience of 70 cadets and 
faculty, “is different from every other kind of warfare ... It blurs 
the line between offense and defense. It’s hazy.”

He notes that part of the problem is that cyber warfare is still 
enshrouded in secrecy and government agencies whose acronyms 
many of us have never heard of. “This subject has barely been 
probed,” he said, citing the need for greater theorizing beyond the 
technical experts granted the security access who have considered 
cyber warfare to date.

Kaplan also chided the U.S. Army for being slow to advance 
its cyber capabilities. In the navy, for example, officers are 
trained to use sextants on the chance that their GPS navigators 
will be hacked.

To mitigate this, he urged that cadets to not “consider your 
cyber courses apart from your curriculum” on international 
relations. “When studying cyber, integrate it with your topics. 
How does this new technology fit into the world of history, 
strategy and conflict?”

Kaplan discusses Cyber Warfare and Secrecy at MWI Book Talk

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and Slate “War Stories” columnist Fred Kaplan discussed his latest book, 
Dark Territory: The Secret History of Cyber War, with cadets and faculty Sept. 19 in Washington Hall. 

He discussed recent high-profile hacks suspected of being 
carried out by the Russian Federation. He noted stylized 
differences among the 20 or so countries whose militaries possess 
cyber units.

“The Chinese will hack everybody and they don't care if you 
notice,” he said. “The Russians are cagier. They will take care 

to hide their steps.”
Kaplan stressed that our cyber vulnerability is “inherent in 

our systems,” and that the problem is that the concept of cyber-
deterrence is "not yet defined." Contrary to previous assertions 
by NSA officials, a perfect defense—or a “sealed box,” as it 
were—is impossible.

Anyone with 
debts owed to or 
by the estate of 
Cadet Brandon 
T. Jackson must 
contact Capt. 
Joseph Woods, 
the  Summary 
Court  Mart ia l 
Officer.  

Cadet Jackson 
passed away on 
Sept. 11, 2016. 
Call  Woods at 
845-275-7540 or 
email  joseph.
woods@usma.
edu.

Death 
Notice

By Lisa Ferdinando 
DOD News, Defense Media Activity

To remain the best force in the world, the U.S. 
military must maintain readiness and be flexible 
enough to attract and retain the best talent, Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter said Sept. 21 in a worldwide 
troop talk.

At the top of the hour-long event from the 
Pentagon, Carter thanked the service members in 
the room and around the world for all they do for 
the nation.

“You are what make ours the finest fighting force 
the world has ever known. It’s our people. It starts 
with our people,” Carter said. “So that’s my whole 
day and all my attention basically centered on our 
folks.”

He took questions through social media and from 
service members in locations including Baghdad, 
Kabul, Afghanistan; Guam; on the USS Zumwalt 
advanced warship; and at the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, New York.

DoD Requires Budget Certainty
Carter pointed out he appears before Congress 

Sept. 22 for a budget hearing accompanied by Marine 
Corps Gen. Joe Dunford, the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

Carter said he is “pleading” with lawmakers for 
budget certainty. In the meantime, the department is 
“managing as best we can,” the secretary said.

“We need the resources that are necessary to 
defend the country and keep our force the finest,” 
Carter added.

The department’s top priority is readiness, the 
secretary said, and that comes from funding that is 
dependable.

“We never want anybody to go into harm’s way 
who isn’t fully trained for the mission they’re going 
into—that’s got to be job one,” he said.

Being Flexible to Retain the Best 
Carter talked about how the department has 

recently instituted a number of positive changes 
regarding personnel, including the expansion of 
parental leave, and updated transgender policy. 

This is all about building a strong and ready Force 
of the Future, he said.

“Wherever we can afford to be flexible, we should 
be flexible, so on maternity leave, for example, we’ve 
doubled the length of that (to 12 weeks),” he said. 
“We’ve looked at the readiness implications and 
decided it was way worth it in terms of retention, 
compared to any impact it had on readiness.” 

And, he pointed out, openly transgender service 
members can now serve without worry about being 
discharged for being transgender.

“I need to make sure as secretary of defense 
that not only do we take care of you, but that there 
comes behind you a generation that’s as fine as you 
are,” he explained about maintaining a strong, all-
volunteer force.

Carter Discusses ISIL, Global Challenges
The secretary outlined a number of global 

priorities for the military, including maintaining a 
presence in the Asia-Pacific, Europe, and the Middle 
East. Concerns, he added, include Russia and Iran, as 
well as the continued fight against the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant.

“In the last 18 months, we’ve also gotten a lot of 
results in what will be the certain crushing of ISIL 
in Iraq and Syria and everywhere else in the world,” 
he said.

The United States will be in the Middle East 
for a long time, he said, in response to a question 
from Army Staff Sgt. Rory Radtke who’s serving 
in Baghdad.  

“It’s a big world out there and we’re going to be 
there,” Carter said “And you bet, we’ll be in your 
region even after ISIL is defeated—and ISIL will 
be defeated.” 

Army or Navy Win?
After asking about cybersecurity, and hearing 

Carter explain how defending the networks is a top 
concern, West Point cadet Adam Kratch had another 
pressing question for the defense chief: “Who do you 
have winning this year, Army or Navy?”

Carter said, amid laughter, that he could not 
answer that question, but added he will be attending 
the annual, much-anticipated football matchup.

“It’s always a great game, but I can’t say. I’m a 
joint guy here,” Carter said.

Carter thanks Troops, discusses concerns during Troop Talk
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Religious Services at West Point
Assembly of God—Sunday, 10 a.m. at 134 Old State 
Road in Highland Falls.

Church of Christ—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet 
Interfaith Center, Bldg. 147.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints—
Sunday, 10 a.m. at Thayer Hall, Room 144.

Eastern Orthodox—Sunday, 9 a.m. at St. Martin’s 
Chapel in the Cadet Chapel.

Episcopal—Sunday, 10 a.m. at the Church of the Holy 
Innocents in Highland Falls.

Jewish—Friday, 7 p.m. at the Jewish Chapel.

Lutheran—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Old Cadet Chapel 
in the West Point Cemetery.

Muslim—Friday, noon-1:45 p.m. at the Cadet Interfaith 
Center, Bldg. 147.

Gospel—Sunday, 12:30 p.m. at the Post Chapel.

Protestant—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Post Chapel.

Catholic—Saturday, 5 p.m. and Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. at Most Holy Trinity Chapel.

                 Religious Services POCs

USMA Chaplain—Col. Matt Pawlikowski at 938-
3316.

Garrison Chaplain—Lt. Col. David Jacob at 938-
6717/2003.

Catholic Community Chaplain—Maj. Ken Bolin 
at 938-3721/8760.

Jewish Community Chaplain—Capt. David 
Ruderman at 938-2766/2710.

Protestant Community Chaplain—Lt. Col. Brett 
Charsky at 938-0585/3412.

USCC Brigade Chaplain—Lt. Col. Harold Cline at 
938-0585/3412.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha 
Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-
5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Capt. Kathryn Hermon—call 
845-938-7479 or email kathryn.hermon@
usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-
938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 
845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—
call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. 
Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP 
Resources

JAG now accepting applications for Army’s 
Funded Legal Education Program until Nov. 1

The Office of the Judge Advocate General 
is now accepting applications for the Army's 
Funded Legal Education Program (FLEP). Under 
this program, the Army can send up to 25 active 
duty commissioned officers to law school at 
government expense. 

Selected officers will begin law school in 
the fall of 2017 and remain on active duty while 
attending. Interested officers should review 
MILPER Message 16-053 and Chapter 14, AR 
27-1 to determine their eligibility and should 
immediately register for the earliest offering of 
the Law School Admission Test. 

Officers in the ranks of 2nd lieutenant 

to captain may apply. Applicants must have 
between two and six years of total active federal 
service at the time legal training begins.

Eligibility is governed by 10 U.S.C. 2004 
and is non-waivable. Applications must be sent 
through command channels and the officer's 
branch manager at AHRC. Original applications 
must be received by Nov. 1 by the Office of The 
Judge Advocate General, ATTN: DAJA-PT (Ms. 
Yvonne Caron-Rm 2B517) 2200 Army Pentagon, 
Washington D.C. 20310.

Interested officers should contact the Office of 
the Staff Judge Advocate for further information 
at 845-938-3205.
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the.average.savage: ‘Cane Nation runs #tunnel2towers 
2016. Crazy blessed to have been able to participate for 
the last 4 years—such an incredible event.

#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma facebook.com/westpointusma

mirandawilliams51: beauty behind the madness

the_brasilian: Got to meet the greatest himself. Thank 
you @reggiebush for taking the time to get us mentally 
prepared for tomorrow! #GoArmy

rexepps: Said and Done
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
USMA SHARP Summit

The fourth annual U.S. Military Academy SHARP Summit 
is scheduled from through Friday. The theme of the summit is 
“Unlocking the Mystery of Relationships.”

The events include:
• Today—Summit topics including the hook-up culture, 

pornography and rape myths;
• Friday—Summit topics including healthy masculinity, 

healthy sexuality and media & relationships.
To register for the event, contact Lt. Col. Mindy Kimball at 

938-5421 or mindy.kimball@usma.edu. Cadets must contact their 
company CASH/A to sign-up.

FEGLI Open Season
Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance (FEGLI) is having 

its first open season in 12 years. The open season runs through 
Friday. Open season elections become effective October 2017. 
Visit the Army Benefits Center website for more information 
on Basic and Optional coverages at https://www.abc.army.
mil/Life/Life.htm. 

Employees can make elections directly through the Employee 
Benefits Information System (EBIS), or call the Army Benefits 
Center at 1-877-276-9287.

Arvin CPDC hours change
Starting Saturday, the Arvin Cadet Physical Development 

Center’s hours of operation will change to 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays to better support the Corps of Cadets. 

Firing Range available
The DPTMS-Range Operations will host a firing range for 

authorized West Point community members from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Oct. 8 and Oct. 22 at the Gettysburg Range Complex, Route 293 
across from the Round Pond entrance.

Authorized users include active duty military personnel, 
staff and faculty and their families assigned to the installation 
or directly supported by it.  

This includes cadets of all service academies who are 
assigned to West Point and military personnel retired with pay 
and their families. Must have a DOD ID card. 

All patrons must bring their own targets, hearing protection 
and eye protection. Firearms must be compliant with New York 
State and West Point firearms laws. Pistol, shotgun and hunting 
rifles are permitted. No automatic weapons or caliber larger than 
7.62mm or .308 equivalent. 

One guest per ID card holder permitted (liability waiver is 
enforced). Minors must be accompanied by their sponsor.

Mine Torne Road will be closed during this date and time.
MWR Outdoor Recreatiom will be selling West Point hunting 

and fishing permits, along with refreshments and snacks.
For details, contact Alec M. Lazore, DPTMS Range 

Operations, at 938-3007 or email Alec.Lazore@usma.edu.

Very Merry Military Mini Sessions Volunteers needed
Registration is now open for the West Point Very Merry 

Military Mini Sessions. Photographers give their time and 
talent to photograph military families who are separated from 
their service member over the holidays due to deployment or 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Highlands Farmers Market is open

The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market is open 
for the 2016 season every Sunday. The farmers and food vendors 
who local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Seventh annual Family Bonfire Night at Boscobel 
featuring the band, Tenbrooks Molly

Enjoy a fall evening under the stars by gathering around a 
traditional bonfire at Boscobel House and Gardens for some good 
old-fashioned, “kindled” fun. Boscobel’s Family Bonfire Night 
will take place 6-9 p.m. Oct. 9.

The evening includes live music with country/rockabilly 
band, Tenbrooks Molly, complimentary marshmallows and 
toasting sticks (while supplies last) and Stargazing. 

If it is a clear night, Lisa DiMarzo, Boscobel’s Museum 
Educator, will point out amazing autumn sky features to Bonfire 
guests, such as Polaris, Cassiopeia, Pegasus and Cygnus while 
also sharing stories, secrets and lore of the Hudson Valley’s 
starry nights. 

There is a fee for the event. Food is available for purchase 
on site from Phil’s Grills and Pappi’s Mediterranean food trucks. 

Limited seating around the bonfire will be provided; feel free 
to bring your own chairs.

Advance ticket purchase is recommended and is available 
at Boscobel.org. 

Boscobel is located on scenic Route 9D in Garrison New 
York, just one mile south of Cold Spring and directly across the 
river from West Point. 

 For details, visit Boscobel.org or call 845-265-3638.

Fall Foliage Hike
In the autumn, the trails become ablaze with vibrant reds, 

yellow and golds, so join the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum 
for a beautiful fall hike at 10 a.m. Oct. 16 and maybe learn a little 
bit about tree identification too. 

Suggested for families with children over the age of five.
Pre-registration is not required, but there is an admission fee.
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum is located at the 

Outdoor Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 
Angola Road. For details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, 
ext. 204. 

Organ Recital at Cadet Chapel
Beginning Sunday, a regular organ recital series takes 

place at 3:30 p.m. Sunday afternoons at the Cadet Chapel. 
The average duration of the recital is 35-45 minutes.

The recital is free to the general public. The upcoming 
series through Oct. 9 includes performers:

• Oct. 2—Peter Baratta;
• Oct. 9—Jordan Prescott.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Education Center  

College courses are offered through the Army Education 
Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.

Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing

unaccompanied tour. 
The photographs are meant to send a little piece of “home” 

to the deployed service member during the holiday season, and 
it’s completely free of charge. The military minis will be done 
Oct. 29.

To reg is te r  as  a  vo lunteer,  v i s i t  http: / /www.
verymerrymilitaryminisessions.com/be-a-volunteer/, fill the 
form out and you are all set. Volunteer registration is now open.

Gospel Service is Back
Gospel Service has been reinstated at West Point. Under 

the leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy, Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. The service is open to all who want to attend. Also, 
there are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your 
talents and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. Meetings include time to 
socialize and discuss the joys and challenges of motherhood, 
speakers from the community on a variety of topics, and creative 
activities. The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister 
Room of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.

There is a registration fee and because the group meets in 
the evenings, childcare will not be provided.   

For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@gmail.
com and visit us at our informational table at the WPSC Super 
Sign Up event today at the West Point Club.

The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 
testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Community

West Point will be participating in Absentee Voter’s Week 
through Monday, and encouraging voters to complete their 
Absentee Ballot and return them to their state to meet the 
Nov. 8 deadline. 

If voters have not received their ballot for the general 
election, they should contact their Unit Voting Assistance 
Officer or the Installation Voting Assistance Officer to 
receive a Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot. The Installation 
Voting Assistance Program will have voter registration and 
information booths set up from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. today at the 
West Point Main Exchange. 

For details, contact the Installation Voting Assistance 
Officer, Christopher Snuggs, at 845-938-4324, or vote.
westpoint@usma.edu. 

Absentee Voter’s Week
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WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
ACS’s Walk A Mile

The sixth annual “Walk A Mile” in observance of 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month will be held from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday. 

The event starts and fi nishes at the Thayer Statue area. 
For details, call Family Advocacy at 938-3369.

Football Saturday Child Care
Football Saturday child care will offered from 10 a.m.-4:30 

p.m. on game days. Children must be registered with CYS 
Services to participate. 

To sign up or for details, call Erin Faherty at 938-3969. A 15 
participant minimum must be met for program to be facilitated.

2016-2017 Staff & Faulty Noontime Basketball sign -ups
The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct sign-ups for the 2016-

17 Staff & Faulty Noontime Basketball League. 
All games will be played at Arvin Gym on the second fl oor 

basketball courts. Game times will be at 12:15 p.m. and 12:40 
p.m. every Monday-Friday from Oct. 24- Dec. 15 and from Jan. 
3-March 9. Deadline for entries is Oct. 17. 

All  participants must be at least 18 years old to participate. 
All teams may sign up by email to Jim McGuinness at FMWR  

jim.mcguinness@usma.edu or call the sports offi ce at 938-3066.

CYS Services Needs Sports Coaches
Child, Youth and School Services is looking for coaches for 

its winter recreation basketball season. 
There will be 4 divisions: Little Shooters for 4 year olds, 

Training League for 5-6 year olds, Collegiate League for 7-8 
year olds and Jr. NBA for 9-11 year olds. 

Little Shooters will take place from 10-10:45 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings. 

Training and Collegiate Leagues will take place between 5-8 
p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays and the Jr. NBA will take 
place between 6-8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

For details, call 938-8896.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE FAMILIES

MWR Lap Swim at Crandall Pool Fee Administration
Starting Saturday, swimmers will be required to obtain a 

punch card for access to Crandall Pool. Each punch card will be 
good for 12 visits. 

The cards will be available at the MWR Fitness Center or 
at the Round Pond Campground offi ce for a minimal fee. For 
details, call 938-1992.

Staff & Faculty Intramural Hockey League sign-ups
The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2016-17 Staff 

& Faculty Intramural Hockey League sign-ups. All USMA 
and DOD personnel 18 years of age and older are eligible to 
participate. 

Hockey will be scheduled at 6 a.m. Mondays and noon 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Season passes will be sold beginning Saturday. Skating will 
start on Monday.

For details, contact James McGuinness at 938-3066 or email 
at jim.mcguinness@usma.edu.

Brunch Cruise on the Hudson
Join the West Point Club from noon-3 p.m. Sunday for a 

relaxing scenic boat ride with live entertainment and a hot and 

cold buffet brunch. A cash bar will also be available. 
Boarding for the Brunch Cruise on the Hudson is promptly 

at 11:45 a.m. For reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Six Figure Start & Career Counseling Workshop with 
ACS 

The Six Figure Start & Career Counseling Workshop will be 
held from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday at ACS, Bldg. 622. 

Six Figure Start will present a free informational session 
for job seekers, followed by a working lunch and one-on-one 
time slots for individual career counseling, résumé review or 
interview preparation. 

Put this incredible opportunity in your calendars and RSVP 
for a seat and/or one-on-one time slot to the Employment 
Readiness Offi ce at 845-938-5658.

Martinis and Manicures at the West Point Club
Join the West Point Club for a few hours of fun and relaxation 

from 7-9 p.m. Oct. 7 for Martinis and Manicures. 
A minimal fee includes one manicure and martini. There is 

a pay as you go cash bar, menu and music. 
For reservations, call 845-938-5120.

Together, Listening, Connecting (TLC) Workshop
Join ACS on Oct. 13 for a workshop entitled, “Ask the 

Advocate: Navigating the Special Education Maze.” 
TLC is a support group for families with special needs 

children. Classes take place in ACS, Bldg. 622. 
To register, call 938-5655. 

October events with Leisure Travel Services (updated) 
Join Leisure Travel Services for its September events. The 

upcoming event includes:
• Oct. 7—Norman Rockwell Museum. Leave West Point at 

8 a.m., leave Massachusetts at 3:30 p.m. Enjoy the fall foliage 
in the Berkshires. Visit the museum and stroll the streets of 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, and the Red Lion Inn; 

• Oct. 11—See the Broadway performance of ‘Cats.’ Leave 
West Point at 4 p.m. Leave NYC at 10 p.m.;

• Oct. 12—Bronx Zoo/New York Botanical Gardens. Leave 
West Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 3:30 p.m. Visit one of these 
two destinations with free grounds admission to both venues.

For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-
3601.

Arts & Crafts October classes (updated)
• Tuesday—Pint Sized Picasso, Jan Vermeer, 3:30-4:30 p.m.;
• Oct. 6—Lil’ Impressionists, 10:30-11 a.m. Let you little 

artist make a big impression;
• Oct. 13—Cookies & Canvas, 5-6:30 p.m. Enjoy a snack 

while we pain a lady bug and Mr. Binx;
• Oct. 13—Open Studio Time, noon-4 p.m. 
Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 

fee for the classes. For more details, call 938-4812.

Winter Bowling Leagues
The MWR Bowling Center is seeking individuals who may be 

interested in playing in a winter bowling league. No experience 
is needed. The Bowling Center has openings on Sunday, Monday 
and Thursday nights. 

If interested, contact Edward.Marvin@usma.edu or call 
938-2140 for details.

Back to Home Schooling Cruise 
CYS Services invites all families that will be home schooling 

their children to cruise the Hudson River from 10 a.m.-noon 
today. Meet new families and reconnect with others. 

Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins at 9:30 a.m. 
at South Dock. 

This event is free and there is no RSVP required.  
Feel free to bring snacks/drinks for your family. 
For details, call the School Liaison Offi cer at 938-2092.

Unifi ed Sports
The Exceptional Family Member Program will continue 

working with the West Point cadets to facilitate Unifi ed Sports. 
MWR believes in bringing people together and fostering an 
environment of friendship, support and compassion through 
several different activities. 

Through Unifi ed Sports, you can take part with our dedicated 
cadet volunteers in a series of outdoor sport activities. 

Join us as we create friendships, learn, and most importantly, 
have fun.

Upcoming Unifi ed Sports dates include:
• Sunday—Unifi ed Patch (Pumpkin/Apple Picking); 
• Oct. 16—Unifi ed Riding (Horseback);
• Oct. 30—Unifi ed Hoops (Tentative);
• Nov. 6—Unifi ed Learning; 
• Nov. 20—Unifi ed Tennis.
For details, call 938-5655/0232 or email us at Josephine.

toohey@usma.edu or lucia.mendez@usma.edu.

MWR Haunted House
There is an Insane Asylum located at Camp Buckner off 

Route 293 if you dare to be scared.  
The MWR Haunted House is scheduled from 6-9 p.m. Oct. 

28. There is a small fee to enter. Children’s activities are available.  
For details, call 938-4690.

Calling All Horror Enthusiasts
Calling all Halloween enthusiasts, MWR is looking for 

volunteers for the Insane Asylum Haunted House at Camp 
Buckner from 4-10 p.m. Oct. 28.  

For details or to sign up, call 938-6497.

West Point Club Sunday Brunch
Join the West Point Club each Sunday through Nov. 20 for 

our seasonal Sunday Brunch.  
Each week our executive chef and his team presents a 

different menu including action stations and delectable desserts. 
To make reservations or for more details, call 845-446-5504. 

Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular with LTS
Leisure Travel Services is offering a chance to go to Radio 

City Music Hall to see the Christmas Spectacular starring the 
Rockettes. 

There is van transportation for the Dec. 6 and 13 performances 
as trips leave West Point at 4 p.m. for an 8 p.m. curtain. 

The Dec. 8 and 15 performances are motor coach transportation 
leaving West Point at 1 p.m. for a 5 p.m. curtain. 

All performances have Center Orchestra seating and leave 
New York City immediately following the performances.  

For details, call 938-3601.
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Keller Corner

• Boo Your Neighbor: For the rest 
of the month reach out to your friends and 
neighbors and leave a treat or note on their 
door. 

Stop by B126 Washington Road from 1-5 
p.m. Oct. 6 for your treat and starter kit and 
spread these “BOO’s” and Halloween cheer 
throughout West Point. 

 
• Halloween Home Decorating 

Contest: Register your home for WPFH’s 
Halloween Home Decorating Contest, if 
you think that you have the scariest, most 

Friday—The Magnifi cent Seven, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Ice Age: Collision Course, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Jason Bourne, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
s h o p m y e x c h a n g e . c o m / r e e l - t i m e - t h e a t r e s / W e s t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

KACH provides Childbirth Education 
Course in October

Keller Army Community Hospital’s OBU 
will provide a Childbirth Education Course 
from 6-9:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 12 and 19, 
in Keller’s fourth fl oor classroom.

Topics include, but are not limited to, what 
to expect during labor and delivery, pain relief 
options, expecting the unexpected, newborn 
care and breastfeeding. 

For details or to register, call 845-938-
3210.

KACH Emergency Department/Room 
to temporarily relocate Oct. 19

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Emergency Department/Emergency Room 
will relocate to a temporary location to 
the west/left of the main entry lobby. The 
temporary move is scheduled for Oct. 19. 

Signs will direct emergency patients into 
Keller’s main parking lot and to enter through 
the main entry. 

A temporary Emergency Room reception 
and waiting area will be located behind the 
current Pharmacy waiting area. 

The ‘permanent’ Emergency Room is 
scheduled to re-open in February 2017.

KACH to provide free Running Clinic
The Keller Army Community Hospital’s 

Physical Therapy Department will conduct a 
“free” running clinic at 3 p.m. Oct. 20. 

All runners will receive: 
• Slow motion video gait analysis of their 

running form; 
• Short class on running form; 
• Running Shoe evaluation; 
• Flexibility screening; 
• Strength screening; 
• Exercises deemed appropriate. 
For details or to schedule an appointment/

slot in the course, call the Physical Therapy 
Department at 845-938–3324.

Flu Drive scheduled for Oct. 27 and 
Nov. 3

The Flu Drive is scheduled for Oct. 
27 and Nov. 3. Specifics on the flu drive 
will be provided to the Greater West Point 
Community once fi nalized. 

There will be “no fl u mist” this year, all 
infl uenza vaccines will be injection only.

Keller’s Over-the-Counter medication 
program

Did you know Keller Army Community 
Hospital  has an “Over-the-Counter” 
medication program?

If you are a Keller benefi ciary and need 
OTC medication to self-care an acute minor 
illness, you can fi ll out the forms (located at 
the Keller Pharmacy) and receive up to fi ve 
items per family. 

If any symptoms persist, worsen or do not 
improve within 48 hours, it is recommended 
you consult your medical provider.

Zika Virus information
Zika virus infection during pregnancy 

can cause serious birth defects. The virus is 
mainly spread by mosquitoes but can also 
spread through sexual contact. Outbreaks 
are ongoing in Mexico, Caribbean (including 
Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands), Central 
America, South America and Pacifi c Islands.

Zika virus infection has been reported in 
service members, military family members 
and retirees who live in or have traveled to 
these areas. 

Many people with Zika virus infection do 
not have symptoms. Pregnant women should  
not travel to Zika-affected areas. 

If you live in, plan travel to, or have 
returned from an area where the Zika virus 
has spread, please talk with your health care 
provider. Additional information is available 
at www.cdc.gov/zika, www.health.mil/zika, 
and DOD’s Zika Hotline at 800-984-8523.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Oct. 6

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Sept. 29-Oct. 6
Channels 8/23

original or most environmentally friendly 
decorations. 

You can nominate your house or you 
can nominate anyone else’s that you see to 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com. 

Make sure to have your decorations 
fi nished by 5 p.m. Oct. 25. Winners will 
receive a $25, yard of the month sign and 
bragging rights.  

• Community Yard Sale: The West 
Point Community Yard Sale is scheduled for 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 8, rain or shine.
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Senior outside hitter Olivia Fairfield had six total blocks and 12 kills for a .524 hitting percentage during the Army West 
Point Volleyball team’s 3-1 win over Colgate Sept. 24 at Gillis Field House.                                    Photo by eriC s. bartelt/PV

Women’s Soccer tops Lafayette
Friday

7 p.m.—Volleyball Vs. american, Gillis Field House.

saturday

all day—GolF Vs. naVy, West point GolF course.

1 p.m.—sprint Football Vs. mansField, sHea stadium.

4 p.m.—Volleyball Vs. loyola, Gillis Field House.

4 p.m.—men’s soccer Vs. laFayette, clinton Field.

sunday

all day—GolF Vs. naVy, West point GolF course.

Wednesday

4 p.m.—men’s soccer Vs. Holy cross, clinton Field.

**to see tHe upcominG army West point black kniGHts 
scHedule in april and may, Visit WWW.GoarmyWestpoint.
com/calendar.aspx?Vtype=list.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

sPorts

Volleyball storms back to defeat Colgate, 3-1
By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

After trailing Colgate 1-0, the Army West 
Point Volleyball team won the next three sets to 
clinch the match Sept. 24 at Gillis Field House. 

Freshman outside hitter Sydney Morriss 
was the difference maker in today’s match 
with a career-high 22 kills and a .500 hitting 
percentage.

Army Highlights and Match Notes  
• Morriss was the difference maker in 

today’s match with points when it mattered 
most. The freshman led the match with 22 kills 
off a .500 hitting percentage.

• Senior outside hitter Olivia Fairfield was 
also strong for Army on both sides of the ball 
with six total blocks and 12 kills for a .524 
hitting percentage.

•  Freshman Allie Strong added 11 kills and 
seven digs, Amber Clay totaled eight kills and 
13 digs and Vanessa Wesley tallied 10 kills.

• Freshman setter Haven Bethune controlled 
the offense with 47 assists, while Avery 
Alexander stepped in to add 10 helpers and 
four digs.

• The Raiders were dominant at the net in 
set one and tallied 4.0 total blocks, but the Black 
Knights held them to just one across sets two 
and three, while recording four of their own.

 
How  It Happened
• Colgate sailed ahead 8-3 in the first set to 

cause Army to call timeout. The Black Knights 
found some traction, but were forced to take 
their second break when the Raiders took a 17-
10 advantage. Colgate would go on an 8-3 run 
to close-out the set.

• The Raiders were dominant at the net and 
tallied 4.0 blocks.

• In set two, Clay recorded consecutive 
points for Army off a kill and a service ace to 
fuel a 6-1 run by the Black Knights to bring 

the set within two. The Raiders bounced back 
however and went ahead 22-18. 

Two tips by Morriss and a kill down the line 
kept the Cadets in the set and brought the score 
to 22-21 still in favor of Colgate. An error by 
the Raiders tied the set up at 22-all and caused 
them to call timeout.

• Army closed-out the set on a 7-1 run to 
win 25-23 which tied up the match 1-1.

• The Black Knights maintained their 
groove into set three where they jumped out to 
a 10-5 lead. Seven more points from the Cadets 
pushed the set to 17-10 and a Colgate timeout, 
which was much the opposite from set one. 
Army clinched set three 25-18 to take a 2-1 

lead in the match.
• The Cadets led 12-8 in set three after a 

big blocking play by Clay and Fairfield forced 
the Raiders to call timeout. The pair recorded 
another block on the next point to push Army’s 
lead to five points.

• Colgate fought back and tied things up 
at 14-all, but two quick points by Morriss and 
a service ace by Fairfield regained the Cadets’ 
advantage.

• Wesley gave Army its 19th and 20th points 
in the set. The Raiders stayed 
close behind and tied the set at 
20-20 with two service aces. 
Fairfield helped the Black 

Knights break away with a kill and block combo 
alongside Morriss. Colgate was relentless 
though and re-tied the set at 23-all.

• Morriss came off the bench to set the Black 
Knights up for set point with a kill down the line. 

The Raiders tallied two consecutive points, 
but Fairfield notched a kill before Morriss came 
through to send the set into extra points. 

Wesley recorded a kill to put Army ahead 
28-27 and an attacking error from Colgate 
clinched the match for the Cadets.

By Kat Castner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Soccer team picked up its 
second consecutive victory, this time defeating Lafayette, 2-1, 
in Patriot League action Sept. 24 at Clinton Field.

Army improves to 3-7-0 overall and 1-1-0 in the league, while 
Lafayette falls to 3-3-3 and 0-1-1.

Sophomore midfielder Samantha Sullenger opened the 
game’s scoring with a goal in the 17th minute to put the hosts on 
top, 1-0, before senior defender Sam Gottlieb tallied the eventual 
game winner in the 53rd minute.

Senior goalkeeper Jordan Cassalia made five stops in net for 
the Black Knights, allowing her only goal on a penalty shot from 
Lafayette’s Julia Wescott in the 48th minute.

Army Highlights and Match Notes 
• Army improves to 23-2-2 all-time versus Lafayette after 

the victory.
• Sullenger scored her team-leading third goal of the season. 

She also leads the Cadets with two game-winning goals.

• Gottlieb netted her first goal of the year.
• Cassalia made five saves for her sixth match this year with 

at least five stops.
 
Key Moments 
• Cassalia came out to challenge a shot off of a breakaway 

by Lafayette’s Kaelin King in the 33rd minute and made a key 
save to keep the score 1-0.

• Cassalia saved a point-blank shot from Melissa Lynskey in 
the 76th minute to prevent the Leopards from pulling even to 2-2.

How  It Happened 
• Sullenger found the back of the net after back-to-back quick 

touches from McGinn and Shea to give Army a 1-0 advantage 
in the 17th minute.

• Wescott converted a penalty kick to knot the game at 1-1 
in the 48th minute after the Black Knights were whistled for a 
handball in their own 18-yard box.

• Gottlieb quickly responded for the hosts, with a goal in the 
53rd minute, after receiving a through ball from unior defenseman 
Brianna Nicholas.
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Army suffers first setback of season in overtime

Sophomore running back Jordan Asberry (#3, 
left) tries to elude a defender as he rushed for 
40 yards on five carries, including a 15-yard 
touchdown, during Army West Point’s 23-20 loss 
in overtime to the University at Buffalo Sept. 
24 in Buffalo, N.Y. (Above) Sophomore running 
back Tyler Campbell raced down the sideline for 
a 23-yard gain while rushing for 46 yards total 
and adding 83 yards in kickoff returns    
                 Photos by miChelle eberhart/PV

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Football team dropped its first contest 
of the 2016 season Sept. 24 and it was a heartbreaker in Buffalo, 
New York.

The Unversity at Buffalo recorded the game-winning field 
goal in overtime to stun the Black Knights 23-20 after scoring 
17 unanswered points.

The Bulls trailed 20-6 heading into the fourth quarter but 
two Bulls touchdowns made things interesting late in the game. 
Those Buffalo scores in the final frame marked Army’s first points 
allowed in the fourth quarter all season.

Neither team was able to break the 20-20 deadlock in 
regulation, forcing the contest into overtime.

Army failed to score in the extra period, leaving the window 
open for the hosts. And after moving themselves into good field 
goal position, Buffalo saw Adam Mitcheson convert on the game-
winning score from 33 yards.

Army Highlights and Game Notes  
• Army dips to 3-1 on the year.
• Buffalo improves to 3-2 on the all-time series and 2-0 

against the Black Knights on its home field.
• Army shutout an opponent in the first half for the second-

straight game
• The Black Knights failed to score in the fourth quarter for 

the first time all season.

• With the Black Knights’ opening-drive touchdown, Army 
went 10-straight drives with a TD (minus the victory formation 
against Texas-El Paso). That streak ended in the first quarter of 
Saturday’s game against Buffalo.

• Ahmad Bradshaw and Jordan Asberry both scored their 
second touchdowns of the year.

• Blake Wilson went 2-for-4 on field goals, marking his first 
two made career boots.

• Army falls to 6-4 all-time in overtime contests, having 
dropped its last three. The other two were on Sept. 27, 2014—
Army at Yale lost 49-43 and Oct. 16, 2010—Army at Rutgers 
lost 23-20.

Turning Points 
• The Bulls scored two touchdowns in the final quarter to 

pull even at 20-20 against an Army team that had now allowed 
a point in the fourth quarter all year.

• After a missed Black Knight field goal in overtime, 
Buffalo’s Mitcheson hit a 33-yarder on the Bulls drive to hand 
the home team its first victory of the season.

How It Happened
• Army wasted little time getting on the scoreboard as 

Asberry broke through on the Black Knights’ opening drive of 
the game. His 15-yard rush closed out a nine play, 71-yard drive 
that took up 4:15.

• The Black Knights then added three more points in the 
second quarter on a 21-yard field goal from Blake Wilson. His 
first career field goal completed a 14 play, 80-yard drive. Army 

ate up 7:08 off the clock during that time.
• Buffalo finally got on the board after forcing Army to 

fumble at its own 23-yard line early in the third quarter. Tyree 
Jackson finished off the Bulls scoring drive with a 1-yard rush.

• With eight minutes remaining in the third quarter, Wilson 
added his second field goal of the contest when he converted on a 
35-yard boot. That score completed a seven play, 55-yard march 
that took 2:45 off the clock.

• Army maintained its 20-6 advantage but Buffalo scored two 
touchdowns in the fourth quarter to pull even at 20-20.

• The Black Knights retained the ball with 2:19 left to play 
and set themselves up for a game-winning field goal with three 
seconds left on the clock. Unfortunately, Wilson’s attempt sailed 
just wide of the goal posts, inevitably forcing the game into an 
extra period.

• The Bulls won the coin toss prior to overtime, electing to 
play defense to start. After a penalty that pushed the Army drive 
back to the 40-yard line, the Black Knights worked their way 
back to the 26, where Wilson set up for the field goal. Wilson’s 
attempt from 43-yards missed wide right.

• The Bulls took over at Army’s 25-yard line, working their 
way down to the 15 before Mitcheson converted on the final 
score of the game from 33-yards out.

Up Next 
• Army heads into its bye week but will resume action on 

Oct. 8 at Duke. Game time and television status is still yet to 
be announced.
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Men’s Soccer defeats Navy in “Star” Match, 1-0
The Army West Point Soccer team celebrates with the trophy after defeating Navy, 1-0, in the “Star” match Sept. 23 at Talen Energy Stadium in Chester, Pa.        
                                     Photo by mady salVani/army athletiC CommuniCations

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman forward Keenan O’Shea scored his first career goal 
in the 67th minute to send the Army West Point Men’s Soccer 
team to a 1-0 victory in the “Star” match over Navy on Sept. 23 
at Talen Energy Stadium in Chester, Pennsylvania.

Army wins the soccer equivalent of the Commander-in-
Chief’s Trophy after defeating both Air Force and Navy. The 
Cadets had not beaten both service academies in the same year 
in nearly a decade, last pulling off the feat in 2007.

The Black Knights defeat Navy for the second year in a row 
and improve to 3-3-1 overall and 1-0-0 in the Patriot League, 
while the Mids slip to 2-4-1 and 0-1-0. The win comes as the 
Academy’s first “Star” victory of the 2016-17 season, as the 
Cadets pull even in the Army-Navy Star Series presented by 
USAA, 1-1.

The service academies played in front of a crowd of 10,092 

to mark the second-largest crowd in team history, falling short 
only to the total of 10,168 set in the 2014 Army-Navy game.

O’Shea took advantage of a breakdown in the Navy defense, 
as he intercepted a failed clearing attempt to score the game’s 
only goal in the 67th minute.

 Freshman goalkeeper Justin Stoll earned the start in goal 
and made three saves for his first career shutout.

Army Highlights and Game Notes 
• Army tops Navy for the second year in a row to improve 

to 29-40-14 in the all-time series.
• The Black Knights defeat Air Force and Navy in the same 

season for the first time since 2007.
• The attendance of 10,092 ranks as the largest in the nation 

so far this season.
• O’Shea scored his first career goal.
• Friday marked Army’s first game this season played outside 

of New York state.

• Stoll earned his second start in net. He posted his first career 
shutout and the first clean sheet for an Army keeper this year.

• Stoll made a diving stop on a shot from Daniel Zaremba 
in the 33rd minute to keep the game scoreless.

• Senior defender Tanner Vosvick started for the first time 
since the season opener against Air Force.

 
Key Moments
• Stoll made diving stops in the 33rd and 77th minutes to 

keep the Mids off the scoreboard.
• O’Shea netted the first goal of his career in the 67th minute 

to ultimately send the Black Knights to the 1-0 win.

How It Happened
• Navy attempted to clear from its own 18-yard box, but the 

attempt was stopped by O’Shea. O’Shea fired a shot that beat 
Navy keeper Mac Burke on the far side and give the Cadets a 
1-0 lead in the 67th minute.


