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Lords of the “Ring Weekend”

Surrounded by family and friends, the U.S. 
Military Academy Class of 2017 assembled 
to receive its class rings during the annual 
Ring Ceremony Aug. 26 at Trophy Point. Ring 
Weekend, which includes the Ring Ceremony, 
Ring Banquet and a Cadet Hop, commemorates 
the Firsties’ academic careers as they enter their 
fi nal year at West Point. See Page 3 for the story. 
PhotoS by Staff SGt. vito t. bryant/USMa Pao (above PhotoS) 
and ClaSS of 2018 Cadet alex Werden (riGht)
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Winning future wars starts with 
winning on “fields of friendly strife”

Cannon fire, other 
c o u r t e s i e s  f o r 
Reveille and RetreatOn July 30, 1918, Pvt. Martin Treptow, a 25-year-old barber 

from Cherokee, Iowa assigned to the 42nd Division, 168th 
Infantry, was killed by enemy fire during the Second Battle of 
the Marne in World War I. Among his personal effects was a 
diary, with the following words written in the flyleaf:

“America must win this war. I will work, I will save, I will 
endure, I will fight cheerfully and do my upmost, as if the 
issue of the whole struggle depended on me alone.”

Through his words, Pvt. Treptow understood that the path 
to victory required that he give his all to the effort, as if victory 
depended on him and him alone. He knew that second best 
wouldn’t cut it, and that failure was not an option.

With the start of the new academic year, the Corps of 
Cadets once again returns to the “fields of friendly strife” for 
another exciting season of athletics. Our corps squad teams 
had a great season last year, with an overall win-loss record 
of 282-200-17, the best we’ve had in 15 years. Between our 
corps squad and cadet club teams, we’ve celebrated numerous 
conference and national championships. In fact, if you’ve seen 
the championship billboards at the post gates, you know that 
we had so many national championships, we ran out of room 
and had to spill over into the conference championship section!

Our men’s and women’s soccer, and women’s volleyball 
teams are already off to good starts this season, and tomorrow 
night, we head to Philadelphia to kick off our football season 
against Temple. I know we’re all looking forward to a great 
winning season, and especially looking forward to beating 
Navy.

As part of our commitment to being the world’s premier 
leader development institution, we continually emphasize 
the idea of building and fostering a culture of excellence and 
winning in everything we do. We don’t settle for mediocrity or 
“good enough,” but continually strive to be the best and then 
strive to make the best even better.

Many of you are familiar with the story of my conversation 
at the Army-Air Force game a few years ago with Gen. Martin 
Dempsey (then the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff) who 
told me, “when our cadets graduate, they will be laying it on 
the line and they deserve better than mediocrity.”  

That comment always stuck with me.  As leaders, we have a 
responsibility to continually strive for excellence in everything 
we do. Our number one priority at West Point is to develop 
leaders who are prepared to fight and win our nation’s wars.  
Part of that preparation is building a culture of excellence and 
winning in everything we do, and in turn, helping our cadets 
internalize that winning spirit and quest for excellence.  

Athletics are such an important part of our development 
as leaders. When Gen. Douglas MacArthur declared “every 
cadet an athlete” and uttered the words we all know by heart: 
“Upon the fields of friendly strife are borne the seeds that, upon 
other fields, on other days, will bear the fruits of victory”—he 
knew that athletics develops certain attributes important for 
future leaders.  

T h e y  i n s t i l l 
tenacity, resilience, 
discipline, mental 
a n d  p h y s i c a l 
toughness, and the 
desire to excel and 
push ourselves to 
goals and objectives 
we previously did 
not think possible.  
T h a t  g r i t  a n d 
“can do” attitude 
and the ability to 
overcome adversity 
are the same traits 
that build winning 
platoon leaders and 
company commanders when our cadets graduate. It develops 
the very mindset that Pvt. Treptow espoused in his diary nearly 
a century ago: to give everything you have, as if the outcome 
of the entire contest depended on you, and you alone.

This is also what America expects of us as an Army, because 
when our Nation decides to put boots on the ground, they do 
not expect us to go out there and “look good” or just “do our 
best.” They expect us to excel, accomplish the mission and win.  

Winning isn’t necessarily a binary win/lose concept.  
Rather, it’s the idea of committing to excellence and playing to 
the upper levels of one’s potential. As famed Duke basketball 
coach and West Point graduate Mike Krzyzewski said: “My 
hunger is not for success, it is for excellence.  Because when 
you attain excellence, success just naturally follows.”  

Winning and the pursuit of excellence isn’t limited to the 
athletic fields.  It’s in our classrooms. It’s acing that exam or 
project. It’s overcoming the fear of the high dive or finally 
getting up on the shelf in the IOCT. It’s found in those many 
individual challenges and obstacles we face and overcome 
daily.

But that doesn’t mean winning at all costs. Rather, it 
means winning in accordance with our values and who we 
are as a Nation. When we beat Navy in December, we will 
do so honorably, remaining true to the values and standards 
that define us. 

To all of our athletic teams, and to the West Point team at 
large, think about your role on the team, and consider how you 
can “do your utmost” and be the catalyst that drives the team to 
success and victory, as if the entire outcome depended on you.  
Think about what it means to produce a culture of winning and 
excellence, and aspire to that winning spirit that allows us to 
achieve excellence in ALL that we do.

Here’s to a successful winning season! I look forward to 
seeing you all out there cheering on our teams and celebrating 
winning and excellence.

Beat Temple! Beat Navy! Beat Everyone!

By DPTMS Plans and Operations

The firing of a cannon round from the vicinity of the Trophy 
Point Flag Pole in order to announce both Reveille and Retreat 
happens each day, including weekends and holidays.

Below are some simple reminders on the proper etiquette to 
render respect to the flag during Reveille and Retreat.

Reveille
• Military personnel in uniform, in a formation or a group: 

Come to attention, present arms during “Reveille.” Hold salute 
until the last note of “Reveille.” When the music stops, formation 
is brought to order arms.

• Military personnel in uniform, not in a formation: Stop, 
face the flag (or in direction of the music), come to attention and 
present arms during “Reveille.” 

When the music stops, come to order arms and continue on 
your way.

• Personnel in civilian clothes: Stop, remove headgear (if 
necessary), face the flag (or in direction of the music), come to 
attention and place right hand over heart. Veterans and active-
duty service members not in uniform may render the hand salute 
during “Reveille.”  

When the music stops, drop your hand salute or hand from 
your heart, then continue on your way.

• Personnel in vehicles: Stop in a safe area, exit vehicles, 
face the flag (or in direction of the music) and render honors as 
described above.

Retreat
• Military personnel in a formation: Stand at the position 

of parade rest during “Retreat.” On the last note of “Retreat,” 
come to attention and present arms. Hold salute until the last 
note of “To the Colors.”  When the music stops, the formation 
is brought to order arms.

• Military personnel in uniform, not in a formation: Stop, 
face the flag (in direction of the music) and come to attention 
during “Retreat.” At the first note of “To the Colors,” present 
arms. Hold salute. When the music stops, come to order arms 
and continue on your way.

• Personnel in civilian clothes: Stop, remove headgear (if 
necessary), face the flag (in direction of the music) and come to 
attention during “Retreat.” At the first note of “To the Colors,” 
place right hand over heart.

• Veterans and active-duty service members not in uniform 
can render the hand salute during “Retreat.” When the music 
stops, drop your hand salute or hand from your heart, then 
continue on your way.

• All personnel in vehicles: Stop in a safe area, exit vehicles, 
face the flag (in the direction of the music) and render honors 
as described above.

If you have any questions or concerns, contact us at 845-
938-6909.
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Ringing in the first of many senior milestones
Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The Class of 2017 Ring Presentation Ceremony was held 
Aug. 26 at Trophy Point. Firstie cadets joined their families and 
friends as they celebrated the first of many senior milestones 
throughout their final year as cadets.

Cadet Captain Dan Reape, the ring and crest chairman for 
the Class of 2017, addressed the crowd noting that the ceremony 
was “a symbol of the hard work and dedication, we as the Class 
of 2017 have put into our past three years at West Point.”

Earlier this year, 54 ring donors placed their rings into the 
ring melt crucible, mixing the metal from previous graduates’ 
rings into the Class of 2017’s rings. 

The oldest ring was from 1914 and the newest from 1984. 
This tradition, which began in 2000, symbolizes the cadets’ 
connection with the Long Gray Line.

“The hope, dreams and accomplishments that each ring 
represents are now permanently linked to our hopes, dreams 
and potential,” Reape said, thanking the donors for their gifts.

In addition to the metal from other rings, steel from the World 
Trade Center is infused into each ring, reminding every ring 
owner of the events of 9/11 and the reason many have dedicated 
themselves to the profession of arms.

Commandant of Cadets, Brig. Gen. Diana Holland, 
addressed the Class and their guests, congratulating them for 
their accomplishments thus far. 

After doing some research, Holland mentioned that the least 
amount spent on a ring was $172 while the most expensive was 
$6,672. However, Holland stated, you can’t place a price on a 
class ring.

“Each ring is special in its own way,” Holland said. “Every 
ring, that single, small item, for the rest of your lives, will 
remind you of the experience at West Point, your incredible 
achievement, of a group that has become very special to you, 
your classmates, and of the profound achievements and sacrifices 
of other members of the Long Gray Line.”

Holland said she has great faith in the Class of 2017.

“No doubt that you will live up to your class motto, a motto 
which communicates selflessness and commitment to a higher 
purpose and calling, doing what it takes, so others may dream,” 
Holland concluded.

At last, the Class of 2017 received their ring boxes. They 
waited patiently until each one of their classmates received a 
small black box. Finally, each box was opened simultaneously, 
resulting in sounds of elation throughout the crowd.  

“I’m really excited,” Class of 2017 Cadet Amanda Blanco 
said. 

Blanco noted that she only spent about thirty minutes picking 
out her ring design, but she was most nervous about picking out 
presents for her parents.

“The biggest problem was picking out my parents’ stuff, they 
don’t know I got them gifts yet, so I’m waiting to give them to 
them, that’s what I am most excited for, I got my mom a pendant 
and my dad a lapel pin, they match my ring,” Blanco said. “It 
symbolizes so much. I’m the first one in my family to go to 
college so it’s kind of a big deal, I just know they’re so proud.”

Joseph Corcoran said that receiving his ring was “another 
check mark” closer toward graduation.

“It’s everyone who’s come before me and done this and 
everyone who will come after me,” he said.

Corcoran was next to his mother who was sporting her 
necklace, holding the same stone as her son’s ring.

“It’s overwhelming, and exciting and wonderful,” Deb 
Corcoran said as tears came to her eyes. “(The necklace) was a 
surprise and it’s the same materials as his, and just to carry on 
with him, it’s an honor.”

Joshua Peltier says his ring means a lot to him and his family 
as well.

“A lot of hard work,” he said about the significance of his 
ring.

For Peltier, it was more than just his last three years as a cadet.
“I went to Korea and then Fort Benning for about two and 

a half years,” the prior-enlisted serviceman said. “Then I got an 
email (about coming to West Point) and I didn’t take it seriously, 
but my squad leader made me apply and it’s the best decision 

I’ve ever made.”
 Peltier stood next to his mother, who was also beaming 

with pride.
“It’s a great day,” he said.

Class of 2017 Cadet Sarah Galloway poses with her 
friends Mary Sperber (left) and Cecily Greene (right) 
at the Class of 2017's Ring Weekend Banquet Aug. 
27.     Photo by Cadet alex Werden

A Family Tradition: 50 years in the Making
Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Thomas Blaney graduated from the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1967. Fifty years later, 
his granddaughter, Class of 2017 Cadet Megan 
Blaney, will be doing the same. 

The connection between 50-year affiliate 
classes is special. Old Grads get to relive 
their milestones with cadets throughout their 
47-month experience, offering advice, working 
together and strengthening the Long Gray Line 
as it serves our nation.

For the Blaney’s, the affiliation is extra 
special.

“Ever since I was little, I knew I wanted to 
come here to be just like my grandfather and 
father (Mike, USMA Class of 1990),” Megan 
remarked. “To say that I have accomplished that 
dream and that I stand next to them in the Long 
Gray Line, I feel very proud.”

Thomas, a retired colonel who currently 
resides in Georgia, has made frequent trips 
back to his rockbound highland home over 
the years, taking part in his sons’ West Point 
experiences (Classes of 1990 and 1993), and 

now, for Megan.
Thomas participated in the March Back with 

Megan and her father in 2013, presented her the 
coin for Affirmation, and now most recently, was 
able to celebrate her Ring Ceremony, Aug. 26.

“The ring ceremony to me is tradition, and 
knowing that my grandfather and father did 
the same exact thing, or something similar, is 
something special,” Megan said.  

In fact, Thomas, holds true to that tradition.  
“I wear it all the time,” he said about his ring.

He also says that over the last half-century, 
he has recognized some changes at the Academy.

“The biggest thing that I notice is they have 
a lot more freedoms, the cadets today,” Thomas 
said, recalling his time spent at West Point 
during his Plebe Christmas in 1963, a restriction 
that was done away with in 1964.

However, he says that today’s focus on 
leadership has impressed him.

“There’s a lot more emphasis on leadership 
for the cadets today as opposed to when I 
was here,” Thomas noted. “I think it is cadet-
leadership focused today, and when I was here 
they didn’t have the TAC-NCO’s, and I think 
they play a big role in developing the leadership 

of cadets.”
Speaking of leadership, Thomas was excited 

to say that his granddaughter was named 
Company Commander for Company B-4, 
noting, “She did a lot better than I did!” 

Thomas also thanks the Academy for 
instilling some of the values that he and Megan 
share.

“She has self-discipline, loyalty, dedication 
and a sense of duty,” he said. “She feels very 
strongly that she wanted to serve her country.”

While her grandfather attributes Megan’s 
successes to her own self-discipline, she says 
that her grandfather has played a big part in her 
achievements.

“Knowing that I am going through something 
similar to him makes me want to push myself 
that much harder, to make him proud and prove 
that I can do it,” she said.  

It’s clear that the admiration is mutual.
“I’m immensely proud, I mean, I couldn’t 

be happier, she’s worked so hard,” Thomas said.
The pair joined Megan’s father and the rest 

of their family after the ceremony, showing off 
their rings, and taking photos of their “crass 
mass of brass and glass.” The next time they’ll 

be together will be during the final milestone, 
Graduation, in May.

“Knowing that my grandfather has been 
able to share these milestones with me and 
my classmates is an amazing experience and 
one that I would never change,” she said.  
“Seeing where I am now and knowing that my 
grandfather is part of my 50-year affiliate class, 
is a feeling unmatched by anything else.”

From left to right: Mike Blaney ('90), 
Class of 2017 Cadet Megan Blaney 
and Thomas Blaney ('67) show off 
their rings as three generations of 
West Pointers. Thomas and Megan 
are members of the 1967-2017 50-year 
affiliate class.
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West Point celebrates Women’s Equality Day

Donna Lieberman, executive director of the New York Civil Liberties Union, speaks at the annual West Point Women’s 
Equality Day Luncheon Aug. 26 at the West Point Club.           

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point Women’s Equality Day 
Luncheon took place Aug. 26 at the West Point 
Club with guest speaker, Donna Lieberman, 
executive director of the New York Civil 
Liberties Union. Prior to the speech, a few 
cadets presented the audience with poems 
about equality, especially the poem by Maya 
Angelou, “Still I Rise.”

You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,
You may kill me with your hatefulness,
But still, like air, I’ll rise.
Lieberman presented a rousing and 

somewhat controversial speech about women’s 
equality with topics ranging from sexual 
assault and abuse, especially in the military, 
income and wage gaps and women in the 
military.

“I must say I never saw West Point being a 
bastion of feminism,” Lieberman said. “To be 
honest with you, West Point is just gorgeous 
as it was the last time I was here but I really 
haven’t heard of equality day, What about the 
other days of the year?”

Lieberman spoke about feminism not being 
a new idea by reminding the audience about 
Abigail Adams, wife of President John Adams, 
who wrote a letter to the president while he 
was attending the Continental Congress in 
Philadelphia March 31, 1776.

“Remember the ladies,” Abigail said. “Be 
more generous and favorable to them. All men 
can be tyrants. If particular care and attention 
is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to 
foment a rebellion and will not hold ourselves 
bound to any laws in which we have no voice 
or representation.”

“She talked about feminism during the 
colonial days so we have a history that goes 
way back,” Lieberman said. “Nearly 100 years 
after women got to vote and 200 years after 
the founding fathers that said we hold these 
truths to be self-evident that all (ahem) men are 
created equal, we finally have a serious female 
presidential candidate today, so we are indeed 
celebrating women’s equality in history.”

 Lieberman said that although we have 
made a lot of progress. We still have far to go.

“Today in New York, our state has 
the broadest paid family leave in place,” 
Lieberman said. “It won’t be implemented until 
2017 and it doesn’t include the military, but it 
is important that we acknowledge supporting 
women and men when they have to take care 
of their children and families. We have also 
recently adopted expanded campus sexual 
assault protection.”

Lieberman said the Department of Defense 
has lifted women into combat roles which is 
really historic. Implementation is a problem, 
but it is still important to get the legal 
framework to allow women in combat. 

“The military also lifted the ban on 
lesbians, gays and transgender people serving 
our country,” Lieberman said. “They now have 
access to the training and job possibilities 
presented which is truly historic.”

 Lieberman said the military provided one 
of the few places where people of color could 
actually get advancement and recognition as 
far as employment.  The military served a vital 
function leading the way for equality. 

Even after 200 years, gender discrimination 
still remains a fact of life, Lieberman said. 
Women still make less than men doing the 
same job and still have positions that are not 
available to them.

“How many women are there in the 
financial areas or CEO,” Lieberman asked. 
“The percentage of women in classes here at 
West Point is about 17 percent. This is not true 
equality, but there is progress.” 

“I was one of the ones that was thrilled 
to go to Radcliff back in the day,” Lieberman 
said. “The ‘70s actually, when it was associated 
with Harvard. We had 300 in my class; Harvard 
had 1,500 in each class so we still had a long 
way to go.”

Lieberman then spoke about discrimination 
that still exists in the military. A lot of ways that 
discrimination manifests itself in the military 
has to do with sex and sexuality and access to 
health care or sexual violence. 

“The military has a history of violence 
toward men and women,” Lieberman said. 
“There has been a culture where it has been 

condoned and women were ostracized when 
they complained about sexual assault, where 
the only way to go to complain is to go to the 
one that was responsible for it. The military 
have taken important steps.

 “But Congress has once again failed 
women by failing to adopt Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand’s Military Justice Improvement plan 
to provide for an honest and fair handling of 
sexual abuse,” she said.

Lieberman put things in perspective. 
According to the Veterans Administration, 
there are 48,000 female veterans who screened 
positive with military trauma. This speaks 
volumes that this has been the culture in the 
military for far too long, according to the VA 
report.

 “I understand that West Point has a 
robust set of mechanisms to deal with sexual 
assault,” Lieberman said. “There has not been 
a reduction in sexual assault in the military 
according to the Defense Department. In 2015, 
there were 6,083 cases, which the Defense 
Department acknowledges. I think we all see 
victims of sexual assault in the military in 
the VA, it’s at a far lower rate as far as Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. You have a right to 
report sexual assault and you don’t have a right 
to be retaliated against. 

“We at the ACLU defend rights that are 
already in the constitution that have been 
around for years and years,” she added.

Lieberman said the VA has documented 
how survivors of sexual assault are discharged, 
not for sexual assault, but for mood disorder 
or borderline personality disorder, a common 
diagnosis for sexual assault victims, which 
can downgrade their disability by 30 percent.

Another more controversial aspect is 
women’s access to abortion, especially for 
unintended pregnancies.

“We send you guys overseas, but won’t 
allow abortion,” Lieberman said. “If you can 
give your life, you should be able to get the 
health care you need. It’s time the military 
should cover abortion and birth control. 

“The military has higher rates of unintended 
pregnancies,” she added.  “Access to abortion 
is something we all should be fighting for. 
When you join the military, you chuck your 
First Amendment away. You may have negative 
things to say about policy and you have every 
right to talk to a congressman.

“You always have the right to not have to 
lose your moral code,” Lieberman concluded. 
“We wouldn’t be here today without Adams 
and the suffragettes and a lot of progress has 
been made, but we still have a long way to go.”
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Princeton Review ranks West Point on Top 10 lists
By West Point Public Affairs Office

WEST POINT, N.Y. – For the sixth year in a row, the U.S. 
Military Academy ranks No. 1 on the Princeton Review’s list of 
“Most Accessible Professors.”

“The Princeton Review’s ranking of our faculty accessibility 
shows our deep commitment at the U.S. Military Academy to 
educate, train and inspire the Corps of Cadets,” said Brig. Gen. 
Cindy Jebb, dean of the academic board. “I speak on behalf of 
the entire faculty when I say that it’s an honor to serve and to 
help prepare our cadets to become leaders of character who are 
critical thinkers, internalize their professional identity and employ 
their education to help build the Army and the Nation’s future.”

The report released Monday ranked West Point in its Top 
10 schools in several categories, including No. 1 for “Students 
Study the Most.” Other notable rankings include No. 2 in “Best 
College Library,” No. 2 in “Everyone Plays Intramural Sports,” 
No. 3 in “Best Health Services” and No. 3 in “Most Active 
Student Government.”

The rankings in the 2017 edition of The Princeton Review are 
based on surveys of 143,000 students (average 374 per campus) 
at the 381 colleges in the book in 2015-16 and/or the previous 
two school years. 

The survey asks students 84 questions about their school’s 
academics, administration, student body, and themselves. The 
ranking methodology uses a five-point Likert scale to convert 
qualitative student assessments into quantitative data for school-
to-school comparisons.

Cadet Club Activities
Triathlon: The Army West Point Triathlon Team started 

off the 2016-17 season exactly where we wanted to be—on the 
podium. The cadets were somewhat doubting their multi-sport 
fitness as they set off for the Cranberry Trifest at Lakeville, 
Massachusetts, Aug. 19-20. The cadets swept the men’s collegiate 
podium and a second-place collegiate female. All of the men 
made the top 10, and three of the women were top 10.

 The final results were Nick Chatel was third overall male 
and first collegiate with a time of 1:12:19. Pete Hetzel finished 
as the second collegiate male at 1:13:02. Dylan Varrato placed 
third in collegiate male at 1:14:06. Graham King finished fourth 
at 1:14:27, Paul O’Donnell placed sixth at 1:15:11, Alex Werden 
finished seventh at 1:15:23, Taylor Rodenhuis placed eighth at 
1:17:39, while Jake Petit placed 10th at 1:18:44. 

On the female side, Haley Conger placed second at 1:26:56, 
Anna Devries took fifth with a 1:28:23, Katrina Josberger finished 
sixth at 1:28:25.

For the sixth year in a row, the U.S. Military Academy ranks No. 1 on the Princeton Review’s list of “Most 
Accessible Professors.”                   Photo by 2nd lt. Kevin baeK/USMa Pao 
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Constitution Island presents annual re-enactment
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Constitution Island Association and 
the Hudson Valley National Area hosted their 
annual American Revolution and Civil War re-
enactment Aug. 27 on Constitution Island, an 
annual fundraiser to restore Constitution Island 
and the Warner House.

Visitors toured the redoubts and toured 
military camps of both the Revolutionary and 
Civil Wars. 

Zouave of the American Civil War’s 5th 
New York Voluntary Infantry could be found 
standing at attention.

Heather McCauley was spinning yarn on a 
spinning wheel at her camp.

“I’m here with the 6th military New York 
reservist unit re-enactment group,” McCauley 
said. “We love doing this, it’s like living history. 
It’s great to read about history, but to look at 
what people were doing makes it real.”

Vaughn Hanson, 5th New York Voluntary 
Infantry, was seen sitting in the shade by a tree 
making a wedding dress in brown from the 
Civil War era.

“During the Civil War, dark colors for 
clothes was normal,” Hanson said. “You can 
wear it for other events until it no longer fits.”

Colonial and Civil War re-enactors were 
dressed in character and entertained adults and 
children alike by teaching  games of the period 
like stilt walking and hoop rolling, which are 
games much older than the American and Civil 
War, but continued to be played. Hoop rolling 
was actually a sport.

Cannons could be seen being loaded and 
fired close to West Point. Visitors enjoyed some 
tall story telling by master storyteller Jonathon 
Kruk, listened to period music by the U.S. 
Military Academy Band’s Hellcats, watched 
battles, military drills and two of the cadet drill 
team tactics.

Spending a few hours on Constitution Island 
was like going back into time. 

One of the first things people see is a small 
piece of the chain that crossed the Hudson River. 
A vital part of history right as you depart the 
boat. The larger part of the chain is at Trophy 
point. 

Constitution Island sits to the East of West 
Point and includes redoubts, cannons and the 
famous Warner House and is considered a 
historic site due to the unfinished redoubts and 

its relationship with the Revolutionary War. 
It was also the earliest war fortification in the 
Hudson Valley. 

The redoubts and forts on Constitution 
Island were never completed and the British 
destroyed them in 1777 after Washington 
decided to build fortifications elsewhere. 

The Island has fallen into disrepair over the 
years. There hasn’t been a tour of the Warner 
House since 2009 due to its unsafe conditions 
but tours to the Island still goes on from time to 

time and events take place to fund the restoration 
of the Warner House and the building of a 
Visitor’s Center, which is nearly completed.

Because of the historic importance of 
Constitution Island, the Constitutional Island 
Association, a non-profit organization, cares 
for the gardens and with the Hudson Valley 
National Area host the American Revolution 
re-enactment and the Civil War re-enactment. 

Visitors were greeted by the Continental 
Army and George Washington on horseback. 

Two cadet members of the Cadet Drill Team present visitors with a demonstration of their movement tactics.    

Gen. George Washington greets visitors to Constitution Island Aug. 
27.

The newest building on Constitution Island is the almost completed Visitor’s Center.
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SecArmy lays out priorities at his first Town Hall
By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

WASHINGTON—Reflecting on his most 
recent trip to the Pacific, which included a 
stop in Malaysia, Secretary of the Army Eric 
K. Fanning said he was impressed by the 
interaction he observed there between American 
Soldiers and Malaysian forces, who are now 
participating in Exercise Keris Strike.

“It impressed upon me something that I 
didn’t see in my time in previous services that 
do a lot of exercises as well,” said Fanning, 
who has served in the past as acting Secretary 
of the Air Force, and also as an undersecretary 
with the Navy. “When the Army interacts with 
another army, it is from the most junior Soldier 
all the way up to the most senior Soldiers. There 
is interaction between Soldiers at all levels 
that you don’t see with the way other services 
do their exercises, just by nature of how they 
fight, how they are organized and the platforms 
they use.”

That kind of interaction between Soldiers, 
he said, puts a face on the United States in a way 
that is not possible through other diplomatic 
efforts.

“There are 15,000 ... United States Foreign 
Service officers,” he said. “We have 150,000 
Soldiers outside the continental United States 
right now today, 10 times as many U.S. Army 
Soldiers around the world than there are 
foreign service officers. And many of them are 
interacting and representing the United States 
and doing it really well. Those Malaysians were 
really excited to be exercising and to be learning 
from Americans.”

Fanning spoke on Aug. 23 at the Pentagon 
to a packed house of Army staff on his priorities 
for the coming months as part of his first town 
hall meeting there. 

He said he plans to give such talks more 
often in the future.

Taking Care of Soldiers, Families, 
Civilians

“For me, we have to keep the pressure on 
prevention of sexual assault. We have done a lot 
on responding to sexual assault. But I’d like to 
make the response stuff unnecessary,” Fanning 
said. “We get a lot of heat on that issue—and we 
should. We should be held to a higher standard. 
But the benefit of that for the country is that we 
do lead the way on working on a lot of these 
issues. We’ve made a lot of progress that people 
outside the military are straining to look into 
and learn from and build on. We have to keep 
the heat on.”

Suicide prevention, he said, is another area 
where the Army has led the way. That’s an 
area where he wants to keep the pressure on to 
solve as well.

“I get asked about this a lot,” he said, 
noting that there is a misconception about the 
prevalence of suicide in the Army. “The Army 
is only slightly worse than the rest of society.

“But one is too many,” he added. “What I 
really want to focus on is where that’s related 
to behavioral health issues.”

He said researchers in and out of the military 

are looking at the issue—and that has given rise 
to even more questions, he said. Researchers 
are still learning about post-traumatic stress 
disorder among World War II veterans, for 
instance.

“But if somebody joins the Army, serves 
their country, is willing to make the ultimate 
sacrifice, we need to know from the behavioral 
health side if they have done anything in the line 
of service that has caused them problems,” he 
said. “They deserve to have it diagnosed, and 
they have earned the treatment that comes with 
it. We need to do some more work on that.” 

Rapid Capability Office
New on the horizon for the secretary is the 

newly created “Rapid Capability Office.”

“It’s really designed to focus on (those 
times) where we see our overmatch on our 
capabilities isn’t really where we thought it was 
going to be,” he said.

Most recently, that’s been formed by what 
Russia is doing in Ukraine and Syria, in the way 
of cyber, electronic warfare, position navigation 
timing and survivability. What’s being seen 
there raises questions about Army readiness in 
those areas, Fanning said.

“These are anti-access-type capabilities 
where we need a larger gap than what we have,” 
he said.

The Rapid Capability Office is not about 
getting equipment out to the field faster, he said. 
It’s about capabilities.

“We’re not going to use this office to build 
a new helicopter,” he said. “We’re going to 
use this office because some technology on 
the helicopter isn’t giving us the edge over the 
adversary we thought it was going to be.”

He said that much of what the Rapid 
Capability Office will do will be aimed at 
streamlining bureaucracy in places that now 
stymie efforts to bring the latest technology 
to the warfighter as quickly as possible. 

Army Headquarters Organization

Fanning also said he and Chief of Staff of the 
Army Gen. Mark A. Milley will soon be looking 
at how the Army headquarters is organized. He 
was quick to add that this had nothing to do with 
the number of people involved or the dollars 
going toward personnel.

“I think we have cut the headquarters 
enough, and I think in many places we have 
cut too far,” he said. “This is trying to get at the 
hardest part of reorganization, which is what do 
you do differently, and what do you stop doing.”

Primarily, he said, he is hoping to streamline 
communication efforts to ensure that he and 
the chief of staff are getting the information 
they need in time to make decisions using that 
information. And at the same time, he said, to 
provide the right information to those on the 
staff—so they too get the information they need 
from the top.

“We want to find ways to inject our thoughts 
and guidance earlier in the process, which 
hopefully saves you a lot of time, because you’re 
not having to move something up through the 
system and get it thrown back down and back 
up and back down,” he said. “So hopefully it’s 
a better flow of information for us, and a better 
flow of information for you all, and a more 
efficient way of doing some things.”

Secretary of the Army Eric Fanning addresses Army civilians and members of the Army staff during a town hall meeting, 
Aug. 23.              Photo by John Martinez

“... The Army is only slightly 
worse than the rest of society. 
But one is too many. What I 
really want to focus on is where 
that’s related to behavorial health 
issues.” 
-- Secretary of the Army Eric 
Fanning on Suicide Prevention.
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2016 Civil Rights Staff Ride confronts history ... and the future

See CIVIL RIGHTS STAFF RIDE, Page 9

By Dr. Robert J. Goldstein
Professor of Law

The June heat was peaking and the sun 
lingered over Charleston as if it would never set 
as the 10 of us, eight cadets and two instructors, 
walked to the Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The security guards were 
visibly relieved at our appearance in uniform. 
Their vigilance was no surprise given the 
events of a year earlier, when a heavily armed 
individual, intent on starting a race war, burst 
into a prayer meeting and murdered nine church 
members.  

The church was an important destination in 
a marathon two-week staff ride which is part 
of Law 199, a course in Civil Rights Law and 
History at the U.S. Military Academy.  

The course and the trip are interdisciplinary 
and were crafted to combine knowledge and 
empathy to provide a first-hand “life changing” 
experience to cadets who had just finished their 
challenging first (plebe) year.

We were escorted into the Church and 
warmly welcomed and invited to sit interspersed 
with parishioners. In response to questions of 
what had brought us to them, we explained 
that the West Point Civil Rights Staff Ride was 
an intense immersive educational experience 
designed to study the “long” civil rights 
movement in order to try and understand the 
civil rights issues of today. 

The cadets were chosen from a pool of 
almost 40 plebes who went through the rigorous 
application process. 

The chosen cadets were: Otuoze Baiye from 
Oklahoma, Whitney Gunderman from Florida, 
Baxter Hodge from Alabama, Jack Lowe from 
New Jersey, Ashley Salgado from Puerto Rico, 
Neon Stern from Arizona, Madeline Suba from 

Pennsylvania, and Tobey Yates from Iowa.
After a week of intensive classes, our first 

stop was at the U.S. Department of Labor in 
Washington, D.C., for a program with former 
Secretary of Transportation and Commerce 
Norm Mineta, on the imprisonment of Japanese-
Americans during the World War II. 

Cadets later boarded the Auto-Train for 
a visit to St. Augustine, Florida, the scene 
of a long fought bloody civil rights battle.  
Community members came out in droves to 
meet cadets and speak about their experiences 
in that battle which moved the nation toward 
ending legalized discrimination in 1964. 

To Cadet Lowe it “felt like I was arriving at 
my grandmother’s house for a family reunion 
around Christmas, all the people at the museum 
came out and hugged us, kissed our cheeks, 
shook our hands and were just absolutely 
overjoyed to have us at their museum.”

The Staff Ride studies civil rights as one 
would study a battle. As a military academy, 
West Point is very familiar with the use of staff 
rides to teach future officers battle tactics.  When 
viewed from a wider perspective, the long civil 
rights movement is a series of pitched battles.  

As Cadet Baiye noted, “reading history and 
watching videos can only do so much for me. 
I realized on that train car how even students 
of history can easily take it for granted. I don’t 
think I can ever understand exactly what they 
went through, all the brutality they experienced, 
just so the West Point Civil Rights Staff Ride 
group could sit together in the same train car.”

The trip took cadets to Thomasville, Georgia 
for a moving ceremony with members of the 
West Point Society of Tallahassee to place a 
wreath on the grave of USMA’s first African-
American graduate, Henry O. Flipper.

One of the many highlights of the trip was 

a visit to the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) in 
Montgomery, Alabama, where cadets met Bryan 
Stevenson, the author of Just Mercy, one of five 
books they were required to read.  

“While we were definitely star-struck,” 
Cadet Salgado reflected, “we felt grateful and 
honored to be able to speak with an individual 
who has dedicated his life to such a worthy 
cause.”  

EJI asserts the rights to criminal defendants 
who have been sentenced to die in jail, both by 
capital punishment and with sentences of life-
without-parole.

Cadets got the chance to witness first-hand 
the plight of those prisoners when they visited 
Louisiana’s infamous Angola State Penitentiary.  
Most of the inmate population is sentenced to 
die in Angola.  

Some are sentenced to the death penalty, 
but the vast majority are serving terms of life-
without-parole. And most of the inmates are 
black.  

The cadets also read The New Jim Crow 
by Michelle Alexander, which looks at mass 
incarceration in the United States as a civil rights 
issue that perpetuates Jim Crow discrimination.  

In Arkansas, cadets visited the Rowher 
World War II Japanese-American internment 
camp. Cadets had studied the infamous 
Korematsu case, and took careful note of its 
recent mention during the 2016 presidential 
campaign based on fears approximating those 
of Americans after Pearl Harbor.  

The visit to the very remote site of the camp 
was summed up by Cadet Yates, “visiting the 
site and seeing its location on a small dirt road 
off the highway shows how little is discussed 
about the Japanese Internment, and how more 

Cadets speak with Terry Shima (left), and Norman Minetta (right) in Washington, 
D.C. Shima, a World War II veteran, served in the Army while his family was 
held in an internment camp for Japanese-Americans. Minetta was interned as 
well as a child in an internment camp, he would later serve in Congress and 
as a cabinet member for two American presidents.

Cadets form the honor guard for a ceremony at the grave of Henry Ossian 
Flipper, USMA Class of 1877, in Thomasville, Ga.  The ceremony, arranged by 
the West Point Society of Tallahassee, was shown on the local evening news.  

Cadet Otuoze Baiye at the site of 
the Rohwer Internment Camp in 
rural Arkansas. The monument, 
for American Soldiers of Japanese 
ancestry who served in the highly 
decorated 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, is labeled “Courage,” and 
reads, “Dedicated to the patriotic 
Japanese-American men from Rowher 
Internment Camp who sacrificed their 
lives in the service of their country in 
World War II.”
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CIVIL RIGHTS STAFF RIDE, cont’d from Page 8
should be done to teach the public about this 
part of American history.”

There were many more stops before the Staff 
Ride reached Charleston.  

On June 17, 2015, when the gunman broke 
into the Emanuel AME Church, Cadet Suba had 
been on vacation in Charleston with her parents 
as they “woke up to news of the shooting at the 
Church—six blocks from our hotel.”  

“Incidents such as this,” noted Cadet Hodge, 
“although uncommon, exhibit that the intense 
racism that enabled the upholding of slavery 
and Jim Crow in the past is still present in our 
nation today.”

As we sat with church members on that 
sweltering June day, it was the warmth of those 
in the room that we all would remember. The 
prayers and songs contained neither bitterness 
nor vengeance. 

Forgiveness was a theme, one elderly 
woman said that if her friend, who had lost her 
son, had the strength to forgive, she too must 
find the courage to forgive. But they will not 
forget. Neither will the cadets, who returned 
to West Point understanding the importance of 
what they experienced.  

Cadet Salgado concurs, “the Civil Rights 
Staff Ride is just the beginning of understanding 
myself, caring about others, and being more 
aware of America’s largest problem.”

The Staff Ride is a project of the West Point 
Center for the Rule of Law, funded entirely 
by gift funds and led by Professor Robert J. 
Goldstein and Maj. Daniel Sjursen.   

(Editor’s note: The views expressed 
are those of the author and do not reflect the 
official policy or position of the Department of 
the Army, Department of Defense or the U.S. 
Government.) Cadets visit City Hall in Anniston, Ala., where they sat down with local leaders to discuss current issues in civil rights.

By Capt. Kathryn Hermon
USCC SARC

The United States Corps of Cadets (USCC) 
SHARP Resource Center (SRC) hosted its 
grand opening Monday morning to showcase 
the new facility and its capabilities to Cadets 
and Academy personnel.  

The SRC is located in the old transient 
barracks rooms on the second floor of 
Eisenhower Barracks/Washington Hall and 
faces the Plain. The Directorate of Public Works 
assisted by quickly renovating two barracks 
rooms and a bathroom, creating a space that 
now houses the USCC Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator, Capt. Kathryn Hermon, and the 
USMA Victim Advocate, Kerry Dunham. 

The SRC is a private and consolidated 
location and is both a space to provide resources 
to leaders, whether that be advice or information 
pamphlets, and to offer victim care, its top 
priority.  

“Before this center was created, Cadets 
in need of assistance had to negotiate two 
separate buildings to find Capt. Hermon or me,” 
Dunham explained. “I have worked here for 
two years and am overjoyed that we now have 

this wonderful, co-located space available for 
cadets, with all the resources they need in one 
centrally located spot.”  

The Cadets Against Sexual Harassment 
and Assault (CASH/A) Committee Captain, 
Arden Percoco agreed, “Washington Hall is a 
great place for the SHARP Resource Center.  
It provides cadets with a centrally located, 
comfortable space to visit for any information 
or help they may need. This new location is a 
lot more inviting, and people will be willing to 
come here.”

Hermon estimated that the grand opening 
saw over 100 people tour the new space.  

The SRC would like to acknowledge and 
thank the following individuals and organizations 
for their efforts in the establishment of this new 
facility: the Superintendent, the Commandant of 
Cadets, and the USMA/USCC Leadership, for 
taking the steps to create a SHARP Resource 
Center; USCC, for the space allocation; 
Todd Messitt, the resource manager for the 
Commandant; Ken Kerst, the USCC facilities 
planner; Luke Barnes, the project lead from 
DPW, Garrison; the Simon Center for the 
Professional Military Ethic; and the Corps of 
Cadets. 

SHARP Resource Center Grand Opening at West Point 

Class of 2017 Cadet Arden Percoco, CASH/A Captain, and Capt. Kathryn 
Hermon, USCC SARC, cut the ribbon at the SHARP Resource Center grand 
opening Monday.        Photo by Kerry dUnhaM
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U . S .  M i l i t a r y 
Academy Chief of 
Staff Col. Wayne 
Green presents 
Class of  2018 
Cadet Michael 
Min a certificate of 
appreciation for 
all of the 'behind 
t h e  s c e n e s ' 
work done at the 
Department of 
Defense Warrior 
Games in June 
at West Point. 
There were 184 
people awarded 
for their work. 
"We were well 
equipped for the 
Warrior Games 
because of the 
people behind the 
scenes," Green 
said. Photo by Kathy 
eaStWood/Pv

Awarding “Behind the Scenes” Work

Religious Services at West Point
Assembly of God—Sunday, 10 a.m. at 134 Old State Road in 
Highland Falls.

Church of Christ—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Interfaith 
Center, Bldg. 147.

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints—Sunday, 10 
a.m. at Thayer Hall, Room 144.

Eastern Orthodox—Sunday, 9 a.m. at St. Martin’s Chapel in 
the Cadet Chapel.

Episcopal—Sunday, 10 a.m. at the Church of the Holy Innocents 
in Highland Falls.

Jewish—Friday, 7 p.m. at the Jewish Chapel.

Lutheran—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Old Cadet Chapel in the 
West Point Cemetery.

Muslim—Friday, noon-1:45 p.m. at the Cadet Interfaith Center, 
Bldg. 147.

Gospel—Sunday, 12:30 p.m. at the Post Chapel.

Protestant—Sunday, 10:30 a.m. at the Cadet Chapel.

Catholic—Sunday, 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Most Holy Trinity Chapel.
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brown_bailey17: So proud to get my class ring. Couldn’t 
have done it without the help of a lot of family, friends 
and classmates and that’s what I’ll remember when I 
see it. #blingbling #ringweekend #soothersmaydream

#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma facebook.com/westpointusma

mahubbs25: Congrats to my favorite Firsties for getting 
their rings #ringweekend

jordancassalia: We need some really nice things, we need some really 
big rings. #igotareallybigteam #AWS #ringweekend

patrick_kearney: Hard to believe we’re already Firsties... 
#ringweekend
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Protestant Women of the Chapel kickoff

Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) will host a kickoff 
from 9-11 a.m. Wednesday at the West Point Post Chapel, Bldg. 
692, Biddle Loop. Childcare is available.  

Keep connected on Facebook at West Point PWOC and email 
your questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

Girls on the Run Fall 2016
Join Girls on the Run this fall. The group is excited to have 

a brand new curriculum.
The group is open to girls in grades 3-6. This youth 

development program helps to provide confidence through 
accomplishment and establish a lifetime appreciation of health 
and fitness. 

Girls train to run a culminating celebratory 5K though running 
games based on valuable lessons designed to:

• Inspire and motivate;
• Help them to understand themselves;
• Build and value relationships and teamwork;
• Understand how we connect with and shape the world at 

large. The season begins Sept. 19 and ends Dec. 3 with a 5K 
event. Practices will be held from 3:15-4:45 p.m. every Monday 
and Friday at West Point elementary and middle schools.

Register online at www.girlsontherunhv.org. The team is 
filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

Out of the Darkness Community Walk
The third annual West Point Out of the Darkness Community 

Walk is scheduled for Sept. 24 at Daly Field. Check-in and 
registration is at 9 a.m. The walk begins at 10 a.m.

The walk is to raise awareness of suicide and suicide 
prevention. 

To register, visit http://afsp.donordrive.com/event/
westpoint/. For details, call George M. Barnes at 845-938-2912 
or email George.Barnes@usma.edu. 

FEGLI Open Season
Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance (FEGLI) is having 

its first open season in 12 years. The open season runs through 
Sept. 30. Open season elections become effective in October 
2017. 

Visit the Army Benefits Center website for more information 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Second (Indianhead) Division Association

The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 
for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time. 

For information about the association and its 95th annual 
reunion in Springfield, Missouri, from Sept. 20-24, contact 
secretary-treasurer, Bob Haynes, at 2idahq@comcast.net or 
224-225-1202; or visit www.2ida.org.

Highlands Farmers Market is open
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market is open 

for the 2016 season every Sunday. The farmers and food vendors 
who local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum.

Firing Range available
The DPTMS-Range Operations will host a firing range 

for authorized West Point community members from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Sept. 24 at the Gettysburg Range Complex, Route 293 
across from the Round Pond entrance.

Authorized users include active duty military personnel, 
staff and faculty and their families assigned to the installation 
or directly supported by it.  

This includes cadets of all service academies who are 
assigned to West Point and military personnel retired with 
pay and their families. Must have a DOD ID card. 

All patrons must bring their own targets, hearing and eye 
protection. Firearms must be compliant with New York State 
and West Point firearms laws. Pistol, shotgun and hunting 
rifles are permitted. No automatic weapons or caliber larger 
than 7.62mm or .308 equivalent. 

One guest per ID card holder permitted (liability waiver 
is enforced). Minors must be accompanied by their sponsor.

Mine Torne Road will be closed during this date and time.
MWR Outdoor Recreatiom will be selling West Point 

hunting and fishing permits, along with refreshments and 
snacks.

For details, contact Alec M. Lazore, DPTMS Range 
Operations, at 938-3007 or email Alec.Lazore@usma.edu.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Amateur Radio Study Sessions

The Cadet Amateur Radio Club—W2KGY is pleased to 
announce that it will be holding two amateur radio study sessions 
for the Technician Class License followed by an exam session.  

This event is open to cadets, staff, faculty and their families.  
The two study sessions will be held in Jefferson Hall, Room 

JH401, from 6:30-7:45 p.m. Tuesday and Sept. 13.
The test session will be held in room JH401 from 6:30-8:30 

p.m Sept. 20.  There is a fee for the test.
Contact Capt. Matthew Sherburne at matthew.sherburne@

usma.edu if you plan on attending.

Functional Academic Skills Training
It’s that time again as the West Point Education Center is 

offering another Functional Academic Skills Training at the 
Center from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sept. 27, except Sept. 9 
and 14.

Raise your General Technical (GT) score through Functional 
Academic Skills Training (FAST) at the Army Education Center, 
683 Buckner Loop (next to Subway).

For details, contact Nancy Judd at 845-938-3464 or Tonya 
Rauckhorst at 845-938-5389.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 

on Basic and Optional coverages at https://www.abc.army.mil/
Life/Life.htm. 

Employees can make elections directly through the Employee 
Benefits Information System (EBIS), or call the Army Benefits 
Center at 1-877-276-9287.

Gospel Service is Back
Gospel Service has been reinstated at West Point. Under 

the leadership of Chaplain (Capt.) Loy Sweezy, Jr., the Gospel 
Service will be held from 12:30-1:30 p.m. every Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. The service is open to all that want to attend. Also, 
there are many opportunities to serve the ministry with your 
talents and gifts. 

For details, contact the Chaplain Sweezy at 938-4246.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. Meetings include time to 
socialize and discuss the joys and challenges of motherhood, 
speakers from the community on a variety of topics, and creative 
activities. The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister 
Room of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.

There is a registration fee and because the group meets in the 
evenings, childcare will not be provided.   

For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@gmail.
com and visit us at our informational table at the WPSC Super 
Sign Up event today at the West Point Club.

4th Class Sponsorship Program sign-ups
Don’t forget the sign-up on the Academy Management 

System website at https://apps.usma.edu/ for the 4th Class 
Sponsorship Program that is ongoing. 

If you didn’t have a chance to host a new cadet for New Cadet 
Visitation Day, you can still request to sponsor new cadets for 
the academic year. 

For details, contact Bob Brown, USCC operations, at 845-
938-8609. 

Community
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
Medieval Times trip with BOSS

Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers will be traveling 
to visit Medieval Times in New Jersey at 5:30 p.m. Sept. 16.  

There is a minimal cost that includes transportation and 
admission ticket. Space is limited, so sign up early.  

To sign up, contact your BOSS Council members. For 
more details, call 845-938-6497.

Football Saturday Child Care
Football Saturday child care will offered from 10 a.m.-4:30 

p.m. on game days. Children must be registered with CYS 
Services to participate. 

To sign up or for details, call Erin Faherty at 938-3969. A 15 
participant minimum must be met for program to be facilitated.

Arts & Crafts September classes
• Sept. 1—Little Impressionists, 10:30-11a.m.;  
• Sept. 6—Pint Sized Picasso, Walt Disney, 3:30-4:30 p.m.;
• Sept. 6—Glass Fusion–Back to School Special, small glass 

dish and other projects available, 5-7 p.m.;
• Sept. 13—Open Studio, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;
• Sept. 13—Pint Sized Picasso, Paul Klee, 3:30-4:30 p.m.;
• Sept. 13—Cookies and Canvas, “Ladybug,” 5-6:30 p.m.;
• Sept. 15—Open Studio, noon-4 p.m.;
• Sept. 15—Wine & Paint,  “Life is Good,” 16 x 20 canvas, 

5-7 p.m.
Registration is required for all classes. There is a minimal 

fee for the classes. For more details, call 938-4812.

September events with Leisure Travel Services 
Join Leisure Travel Services for its September events. The 

upcoming event includes:
• Sept. 9—Tour the Shawangunk Wine Trail. Leave West 

Point at 10:30 a.m., leave Shawangunk at 6 p.m.;
• Sept. 18—The Feast of San Gennaro. New York’s largest 

and oldest street festival. Leave West Point at 10 a.m., leave 
NYC at 5:30 p.m.; 

• Sept. 24—Trip to lower Manhattan where American history 
started for so many and the gateway for the future. Leave West 
Point at 8 a.m., leave NYC 3:30 p.m.; 

• Sept. 25—See the famous High Line and Chelsea Market. 
Walk the High Line gardens above the streets and shop the  
Chelsea Market. Leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 4 p.m. 

For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-
3601.

West Point Club Sunday Brunch
Join the West Point Club each Sunday starting Sept.11 

through Nov. 20 for our seasonal Sunday Brunch.  
Each week our executive chef and his team presents a 

different menu including action stations and delectable desserts. 
To make reservations or for more details, call 845-446-5504. 

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

ODR 2016 Summer Movie Series 
MWR Outdoor Recreation presents free movies to the public 

on a giant infl atable movie screen. The last movie of the summer 
is “Tangled” at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 17 at the H Lot Fields.

Don’t forget to bring your blankets or lawn chairs. 
For details, call 845-938-0123.

Unifi ed Sports
The Exceptional Family Member Program will continue 

working with the West Point cadets to facilitate Unifi ed Sports. 
MWR believes in bringing people together and fostering an 
environment of friendship, support and compassion through 
several different activities. 

Through Unifi ed Sports, you can take part with our dedicated 
cadet volunteers in a series of outdoor sport activities. Join us 
as we create friendships, learn, and most importantly, have fun.

Upcoming Unifi ed Sports dates include:
• Sept. 18—Unifi ed Trail (Constitution Island); 
• Oct. 2—Unifi ed Patch (Pumpkin/Apple Picking); 
• Oct. 16—Unifi ed Riding (Horseback);
• Oct. 30—Unifi ed Hoops (Tentative);
• Nov. 6—Unifi ed Learning; 
• Nov. 20—Unifi ed Tennis.
For details, call 938-5655/0232 or email us at Josephine.

toohey@usma.edu or lucia.mendez@usma.edu.

Back to Home Schooling Cruise 
CYS Services invites all families that will be home schooling 

their children to cruise the Hudson River from 10 a.m.-noon Sept. 
29. Meet new families and reconnect with others. 

Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins at 9:30 a.m. at 
South Dock. This event is free and there is no RSVP required.  

Feel free to bring snacks/drinks for your family. For details, 
call the School Liaison Offi cer at 938-2092.

Certifi ed Golf Lessons
The West Point Golf Course is now offering individual 

certifi ed golf lessons with Andy Crane, PGA professional.
 Group rates are also available. For details, call 938-2435.

FOR THE FAMILIES

Yoga at Trophy Point 
Join the MWR Fitness Center at Trophy Point for Outdoor 

Yoga with Christine. Classes start at 8:40 a.m., weather 
permitting. Classes are scheduled for Saturday and Sept. 17. 

There is a minimal fee for this class. For details, call 938-
6490.

MWR Outdoor Recreation Hunter Education Courses

West Point CYS Services Parents Night Out
CYS Services will be offering Parents Night Out Child care 

from 3-9:30 p.m. Sept. 24. All children must be registered with 
CYS Services to participate. 

To sign up or for details, call Erin Faherty at 938-3969. 
A 15-participant minimum must be met for program to be 
facilitated. 

Winter Bowling Leagues
The MWR Bowling Center is seeking individuals who may be 

interested in playing in a winter bowling league. No experience 
is needed. 

The Bowling Center has openings on Sunday, Monday and 
Thursday nights. If interested, contact Edward.Marvin@usma.
edu or call 938-2140 for details.

The New York State Hunters Education Course will be 
held from 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Saturday. The New York State 
Bowhunters Education Course will be held from 9 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. Sept. 17. 

Both courses will be held at the Community Building, Round 
Pond Recreation Area. 

Students must register online at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
outdoor/7860.html and follow the requirements listed by the 
state. Both hunters education courses require the completion of 
homework prior to attending the course.

For more information, call 938-2503.

Driving Range open weekends
The Driving Range at the West Point Golf Course is open 

through Sunday. The Driving Range will be open from 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting). 

One size bucket of balls will be available and MWR will have 
limited concession services available for additional purchase. 

For details, call 845-938-2435.

Murder at the Sock Hop 
Join the West Point Club for a Murder Mystery Dinner 

Theater, Murder at the Sock Hop, at 8 p.m. Sept. 16. 
Enjoy an evening of culinary crime with the Killing Kompany 

where professional stage, TV and fi lm actors are seated among 
you. On this night you can be part of the show.

The night includes dinner, dancing and a brand new comedy 
murder mystery. There is a minimal fee for this event. 

Reservations are required. For details or to make reservations, 
call 938-5102.  

West Point Oktoberfest
Join MWR for its 7th annual Oktoberfest from 4-9 p.m. 

Sept. 23 and 3-9 p.m. Sept. 24. Sept. 23 is Adults Night Out 
with Mr. and Mrs. Oktoberfest contest and the famous Stein 
Holding Contest.  

Sept. 24 is Family Day with Kinder Korner with activities 
sponsored by the West Point Spouses Club. It’s open to the public. 

There is minimal fee to enter. For details, call 938-4690.
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Keller Corner

• National Grandparents Day: Join 
us as we make gifts from the heart, to show 
our grandparents how special they are in 
our life and how much we care. Stop by 
B126 Washington Road from 10-11 a.m. 
Wednesday.

To personalize your craft, bring a picture 
of you with your grandparents. To register, 
email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Monday.

• Home Depot Kids Workshop: Join 
WPFH for Home Depot Kids Workshop, a 
hands-on workshop designed for children 
ages 4 and up from 3:15-4:45 p.m. Sept. 15 
at B126 Washington Road. 

Friday—Star Trek Beyond, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Secret Life of Pets, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Purge: Election Year, R, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
s h o p m y e x c h a n g e . c o m / r e e l - t i m e - t h e a t r e s / W e s t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

EDIS to conduct “free” Developmental/
Hearing Screenings

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help.  If you are a military 
or civilian family that resides at West Point 
and have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior 
and/or social interactions please join the 
Educational & Developmental Intervention 
Services (EDIS) at the Free Developmental/
Hearing Screenings.

The screenings will be conducted at the 
Stony Child Development Center (Bldg. 
1207 Patrick Trail) in conjunction with the 
Audiology Dept., EDIS and West Point 
Schools, for ages birth to 5 years.

The screenings are 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Sept. 13, by appointment only. 

To schedule an appointment, contact 
Keller EDIS at 845-938-2698/6868.

KACH Pharmacy closed Sept. 17
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

Outpatient Pharmacy will be closed Sept. 
17, for a required computer system upgrade.

The pharmacy will be open during normal 
hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m.) Sept. 16 and 19. We are 
providing this notifi cation to benefi ciaries so 
they can plan their medication fi lls/re-fi lls 
accordingly.

If beneficiaries have any questions/
concerns, contact the Keller Pharmacy at 
938-2271.

Zika Virus information
Zika virus infection during pregnancy 

can cause serious birth defects. The virus is 
mainly spread by mosquitoes but can also 
spread through sexual contact. Outbreaks 
are ongoing in Mexico, Caribbean (including 
Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands), Central 
America, South America and Pacifi c Islands.

Zika virus infection has been reported in 
service members, military family members 

and retirees who live in or have traveled to 
these areas. 

Many people with Zika virus infection do 
not have symptoms. Pregnant women should  
not travel to Zika-affected areas. If you live 
in, plan travel to, or have returned from an 
area where the Zika virus has spread, please 
talk with your health care provider, MTF 
public health, or travel health clinic to learn 
how to protect you and your family. 

Additional information is available at 
www.cdc.gov/zika, www.health.mil/zika, 
and DOD’s Zika Hotline at 800-984-8523.

Keller’s Over-the-Counter medication 
program

Did you know Keller Army Community 
Hospital  has an “Over-the-Counter” 
medication program?

If you are a Keller benefi ciary and need 
OTC medication to self-care an acute minor 
illness, you can fi ll out the forms (located at 
the Keller Pharmacy) and receive up to fi ve 
items per family. 

If any symptoms persist, worsen or do not 
improve within 48 hours, it is recommended 
you consult your medical provider.

New system—for benefi ciaries—to let 
Keller know ‘How We Are Doing’

The Army Provider Level Satisfaction 
Survey (APLSS) was replaced on June 20, 
2016 with the Joint Outpatient Experience 
Survey (JOES). We encourage our patients 
to fi ll out the survey when they receive it in 
the mail.

JOES will combine and standardize 
long-standing methods used by the Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Defense Health Agency/
National Capital Region to learn about 
benefi ciary health care experiences with the 
goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit  based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Sept. 8

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Sept. 1-8
Channels 8/23

We’ll supply everything for you to build 
a project with your kids. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Sept. 12.

• Emergency Preparedness Fair: 
The U.S. Army Garrison West Point will be 
hosting its annual Emergency Preparedness 
Fair. 

This year’s event will be held from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Sept. 17 at the PX parking lot. 
And Remember—Be Informed, Make a Plan, 
Build a Kit and Get Involved. 

Stop by our table for valuable information 
and of course, goodies. We hope to see 
everyone there! 

West Point Band and Cadet Glee Club 
present “A Celebration of Service”
Story and photo by the West Point Band

The West Point Band and Cadet Glee Club 
return to Trinity Church on Wall Street at 2 p.m. 
Sept. 11 to present a contemporary performance 
of remembrance and celebration. 

This concert is free and open to all; no 
tickets are required. Trinity Church is located 
on Broadway at Wall Street in lower Manhattan. 

Music lovers everywhere can also watch 
the live webcast of the performance at www.
trinitywallstreet.org/webcasts.

The West Point Band joins contemporary 
music organization, Vox Novus to present 
Fifteen-Minutes-of-Fame: A Celebration of 
Service. 

On this 15th anniversary of 9/11, the West 
Point Band will premier 15 one-minute works 
to honor the memory of men and women who 

serve in the United States. 
These contemporary works were created by 

composers who were responding to the theme 
“service” and what it means to all different kinds 
of people, such as military, fi rst responders, 
community service, and everyday kindness. 

The West Point Band has enjoyed 
participating in Trinity Church’s concert series 
for the past several years, providing the lower 
Manhattan community with world-class music 
in a midday respite. Come hear some truly 
inspiring pieces performed by world-class 
musicians.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found 
by following us on Facebook, YouTube and 
Twitter.

The West Point Band and Cadet Glee Club return to Trinity Church on Wall Street 
at 2 p.m. Sept. 11 to present a contemporary performance of remembrance and 
celebration on the 15th anniversary of 9/11. 
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West Point Band presents Labor Day celebration, fireworks
Story and photo by the West Point Band

The West Point Band will close its “Music Under the Stars” summer 
series with its annual Labor Day celebration at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

The concert will showcase music of all genres, and culminate with 
Tchaikovsky’s powerful 1812 Overture. 

The West Point Band will be aided by live cannon-fire and followed by 
a brilliant fireworks show over the Hudson River. 

In the event of inclement weather, the performance will take place at 
7:30 p.m. Sunday. This concert is free and open to all. 

In 1894, Labor Day became a federal holiday to celebrate American 
workers and their achievements. Today, it symbolizes to many the end of 
the summer season. 

Join the West Point Band as it observes this century-old tradition with 
live music, cannon-fire and fireworks set at the beautiful Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. 

The concert will feature performances by the West Point Concert Band 
and the Benny Havens Band, as well as guest artists from “Pershing’s Own,” 
the U.S. Army Herald Trumpets.

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 938-2617 or 
visit www.westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found by following us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter.

The West Point Band will close its “Music Under the Stars” summer series 
with its annual Labor Day celebration at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater. The West Point Band will be aided by live cannon-fire and 
followed by a brilliant fireworks show over the Hudson River. 
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Army West Point Football Head Coach Jeff Monken speaks to his players following the team’s final scrimmage Aug. 
26 at Michie Stadium. Now the team prepares for its first game of the season against Temple Friday in Philadelphia at 
Lincoln Financial Field.                                                        Photo CoUrteSy of arMy athletiC CoMMUniCationS

sPorts

Football’s final scrimmage held under the lights
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Football team held 
its final scrimmage Aug. 26 at Michie Stadium 
with only one week before kicking off the 2016 
season.

The Black Knights begin the year on Friday 
at Temple under the lights at Lincoln Financial 
Field, beginning at 7 p.m. on CBS Sports 
Network.

The team split into the white and gold 
team with the gold squad as the scout team. 
 
Highlights

• Freshman kicker Avery Walas kicked 
a 30-yard field goal to give the gold team an 
early lead.

• Senior kicker Mitchell Howard answered 
on the next drive for the white with a 40-yard 
field goal to tie the scrimmage at 3-3 in the 
second quarter.

• Sophomore defensive back Mike Reynolds 
picked off a pass on an out pattern by the 
receiver and returned it to the end zone to give 
the white team a 10-3 lead.

• Sophomore quarterback Chris Carter hit 
junior running back John Trainor in the flat and 
the running back went 50-plus yards, but had 
the ball knocked out at the goal line and the ball 
went into the end zone for a touchback.

• Sophomore running back Christian Drake 
had a 22-yard touchdown run to put the white 
team up 17-3 as he made a couple of defenders 
miss on the outside and scampered into the 
end zone.

• Sophomore running back Darnell Woolfolk 
closed out the scoring with a touchdown run in 
the fourth quarter.

• Sophomore defensive back Max Regan 
stepped in front of a pass for an interception 
late in the scrimmage as well.

The Black Knights will return to their game 
week schedule this week to get ready for Temple 
on Friday.

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Volleyball team came out to a hot start 
Aug. 27 against Hofstra in Gillis Field House. 

However, the Cadets fell 3-1 to the Pride who were 
recognized as the Black Knights Invitational Champions. 
 
Army highlights and game notes

• Junior middle blocker Vanessa Wesley and junior middle 
blocker Rachel Gearon were named to the All-Tournament Team 
for Army.

• Gearon led Army offensively by hitting .366. She averaged 
2.54 points per set. 

Wesley completed the weekend with a .269 hitting percentage 
while averaging 2.75 points per set. The pair each produced 11 
blocks on the weekend to lead the team.

• Junior outside hitter Amber Clay (15), Wesley (11) and 
Gearon (10) led the Black Knights in kills for their final game. 
Freshman setter Haven Bethune and Freshman outside hitter Allie 
Strong each tallied five kills for Army.

• Bethune dished out a career-high 36 assists in the match 
while also recording a personal-best seven digs.

• The Cadets stepped up at the night Saturday to out-block 
the Pride 10-8. Gearon totaled seven block assists while senior 
captain outside hitter Olivia Fairfield notched six.

• Junior libero Megan Bryn was solid once again for Army 
with 13 digs. Clay (8), Bethune (7) and junior libero Shannel 
Chong (7) also pitched in defensively.

Volleyball suffers setback in final match at Invitational 
How it happened 

After tying things up 17-17, the Black Knights went on a 6-0 
run to take a 23-17 advantage.

Clay had back-to-back points for the Cadets with help from 
Gearon and Fairfield at the net for a block. Strong brought it to 
set point with a kill before Fairfield completed the set, 25-21, 
with a kill from Bethune.

Wesley was on the offensive at the net in the beginning of 
set two. Wesley and Bethune put away multiple floaters over the 
net to keep the second set close. Gearon and Clay joined together 
for a block on the right side to push Army ahead 6-3. Bethune’s 
dump ball followed by a conversion with Clay sent the Black 
Knights up 8-3.

The second set was filled with energy from both teams during 
the back-and-forth battle which had eight tie scores and four lead 
changes. The Pride claimed their first set of the match with a kill 
from Veronika Kostova.

During the third set, Army trailed 20-14, but Bethune sparked 
up Army’s energy with an attack to the far corner. After that, 
Gearon took advantage of a 50/50 ball at the net then teamed up 
with Fairfield for a block to bring the Cadets within five at 21-16.

Strong and Wesley gave the Black Knights point number 
17 of the third set with a stuff at the net. Clay kept Army in the 
game at the end of the set by making near-impossible digs. The 
Pride would hold out to win 25-18 however and to lead in 2-1 
in the match.

In set four, Hofstra jumped out to 20 points quickly with 
just nine on the board for the Black Knights. The Black Knights 
fought back to 13, but Hofstra did not let up and won the set 

25-13.
  

All-Tournament Team 
• Emily Campbell, Valparaiso
• Taylor Graboski, Valparaiso
• Sydney Haynes, Bakersfield
• Sophie Flemion, Bakersfield
• Vanessa Wesley, Army
• Rachel Gearon, Army
• Leticia Valente, Hofstra
• Veronika Kostova, Hofstra
  

Tournament MVP 
• Luisa Domingues, Hofstra
 

Tourament Results
• Match One—Valparaiso 3, Bakersfield 1
• Match Two—Hofstra 3, Valparaiso 2
• Match Three—Bakersfield 3, Army 2
• Match Four—Valparaiso 3, Army 2
• Match Five—Hofstra 3, Bakersfield 1
• Match Six—Hofstra 3, Army 1
 

Quote from Head Coach Alma Kovaci Lee 
“We knew it was going to be a tough one because we 

scheduled tough this year. I am proud of the heart that the team 
had this weekend. We progressed so much. The record won’t 
show it, but I could definitely see the freshmen fighting and our 
middles stepping up.”
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Men’s Soccer tops Air Force in season opener
Senior forward Nick Williams (behind Air Force’s #14 Cameron Duley) rips a shot past the Falcons goaltender John Wendt to give Army West Point a 2-1 lead 
at the 81st minute during Black Knights’ 3-1 victory over their academy rivals Aug. 26 at Clinton Field in the season opener.       Photo by ClaSS of 2018 Cadet alex 

Today

6 p.m.—Women’s Rugby vs. Quinnipiac, andeRson Rugby 
complex.

FRiday

5 p.m.—Women’s socceR vs. unc gReensboRo, clinTon 
Field.

6 p.m.—men’s Rugby vs. sTony bRook, andeRson Rugby 
complex.

sunday

1:30 p.m.—Women’s socceR vs. depaul, clinTon Field.

**To see The upcoming aRmy WesT poinT black knighTs 
schedule in apRil and may, visiT WWW.goaRmyWesTpoinT.
com/calendaR.aspx?vType=lisT.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Soccer team struck for two 
unanswered goals in the second half to top service academy-rival 
Air Force, 3-1, in the season opener for both teams Aug. 26 at 
Clinton Field.

The Black Knights begin the year 1-0 for the first time since 
2013, while the Falcons slip to 0-1 to start their 2016 campaign.

Seniors defender Christian Clark and forward Nick Williams 
each provided goals for Army and freshman midfielder Tyler 
Mitchiner opened his scoring account in his first collegiate game. 

Williams netted the game winner in the 82nd minute before 
Mitchiner scored 1:04 later in the 83rd minute to seal the victory 
for the Cadets.

 
Army highlights and game notes

• Army improves to 16-8-4 all-time versus Air Force after 
the win.

• Army held a decided advantage in possession during the 
victory, especially in the second half. The Black Knights used 
that possession advantage to outshoot the visitors, 12-4, in the 
second period.

• Williams scored the 10th goal of his career and Clark found 
the back of the net for the third time. Clark also added an assist 
on Williams’ game-winning strike.

• Senior midfielder Alex Jaroscak provided the assist on 
Army’s first goal of the evening.

• Army’s three goals match its season high for each of the 
past four seasons.

• Junior goalkeeper Christian Nolasco stopped two shots 
during the first start of his career.

• The Black Knights and the Falcons squared off in the 
season-opening match for the second year in a row after Air Force 
prevailed for a 1-0 double-overtime win at USAFA, Colorado, 
last season.

• Freshmen Rex Epps, Alex Grave de Peralta, Zac McGraw, 
Peter Meyer, Tyler Mitchiner, Keenan O’Shea and Zane Rojas 
all made their career debuts.

Epps, McGraw, Meyer and O’Shea earned their first college 
starts.

 
Turning points 

• The Black Knights capitalized on a straight red card to Air 
Force in the 69th minute, with back-to-back goals from Williams 
and Mitchiner in the 82nd and 83rd minutes, respectively.

• Clark answered an early Air Force goal with a tally of his 
own in the 21st minute to knot the game at 1-1.  

 
How It Happened 

• Air Force’s Abinadi Samayoa opened the scoresheet after 
connecting on a long pass from goalkeeper John Wendt to put 
the Falcons up 1-0 in the 12th minute.

• Clark ran in a straight line down the left side to collect a 
pass from Jaroscak and score in the 21st minute.

• Williams dribbled through a series of defenders to score 

after receiving a cross from Clark in the 82nd minute.
• Mitchiner took advantage of a breakdown in the Air Force 

defense, as he intercepted a clearing chance to score in the 83rd 
minute.


