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(Above) Cadet Cadre lead the Class of 2020 out to 
the Plain for the Acceptance Day Parade Aug.13, the 
day the Class of 2020 takes its place in the Corps 
of Cadets. (Left) The Corps of Cadets formally 
welcome the Class of 2020 into the Corps during 
Acceptance Day. See Page 3 for Acceptance Day 
story.            Photos by Kathy eastWood/PV

The New 
Gray Line
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DOD regulations, political guidance 
as the election, voting season nears

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 
845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email 
dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or 
email damon.torres@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email 
scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 
or email stephanie.marsh@usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-
3532 or email kerry.dunham@usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—
call 845-938-3176.

SHARP 
Resources

Ring Weekend events, 
parking and traffic measures 
from Tuesday-Aug. 26By Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.

USMA Superintendent

The 2016 elections are just around the corner, bringing with it extensive 
media coverage and an abundance of political activities throughout the 
nation. There’s also no lack of political conversation and debate on social 
media, which allows people to share their opinions on candidates and issues 
far and wide. While it might be tempting to join in the conversation, we, as 
Army professionals—whether active duty or DA civilian—should be aware 
of the Department of Defense policies that outline what we can and cannot 
do in terms of political activity, whether during an election season or not.

Active duty service members (including cadets) may not take part in 
partisan political activities, and should avoid any inference that their political 
activities imply, or appear to imply, Department of Defense sponsorship or 
endorsement of a political candidate, campaign or cause. 

Service members may not campaign for a partisan candidate, engage 
in partisan fundraising activities, serve as an officer of a partisan club or 
speak before a partisan gathering. However, they may express their personal opinions on political candidates and 
issues, make monetary contributions to a political campaign/organization and attend political events as a spectator 
when not in uniform.

DA civilians may, in their personal capacities, volunteer with a political campaign or organization.  They may 
not solicit or receive political contributions, engage in political activity while on duty or in a Federal building, 
send or forward political emails, post political messages on social media while in a Federal building (even if 
off-duty and even if using personal device), or use government equipment when engaging in political activities.

On social media, both service members and DA civilians may generally express personal views on public issues 
or political candidates on social media platforms, much as if they were writing a letter to the editor of a newspaper. 

However, if identified by a social media site as a DOD employee (whether military or civilian), then the post 
must clearly state that the views expressed are those of the individual alone, and not those of the DOD.

There are additional restrictions for active duty Soldiers. They may “like” “follow” or “friend” a political 
party or candidate. However, they may not post links to, share or retweet comments or posts from the social media 
page of the party or candidate. That means, for example, a Soldier may follow Candidate X on Twitter, but cannot 
retweet any of Candidate X’s tweets. Per DOD regulations, this constitutes participation in political activities. 

Soldiers also should not comment, post or link to material that violates the Uniform Code of Military Justice 
or Army regulations.  

For example, Soldiers may not post comments showing contempt for public officials, release sensitive 
information or posting unprofessional material that is prejudicial to good order and discipline.

As I mentioned previously in this column, it is important that our political activity and speech does not imply 
any sort of DOD endorsement or support of a candidate or issue. But for those of us in the profession of arms, 
there is a deeper rationale for these limitations.  

When we take the oath to “support and defend the Constitution,” we are placing ourselves subordinate to our 
civilian authorities, which includes Congress and our Commander-in-Chief. Furthermore, we represent, as our 
“client”, the American people. Therefore, it’s important we remain apolitical, so our leaders and our client have 
the confidence that we will carry out any mission assigned to us, regardless of politics.

There is a leadership aspect to this as well. Good leaders build cohesive teams where everyone, regardless of 
gender, faith or no faith, sexual orientation, ethnicity or political persuasion, feels like a valued member of the team. 

Good leaders build people up and build unity and inclusiveness; they don’t tear down or alienate them.  As 
leaders, we should never say or do anything, whether in public or on social media, that might cause a teammate 
to be distrustful of us or feel isolated from the team.

However the most important political activity you can participate in is voting.  I encourage you, if you haven’t 
already done so, to register to vote, whether locally or via absentee ballot, so your voice is heard.

If you have any questions about whether a political activity is permitted or not, please contact the Staff Judge 
Advocate’s office. For questions on how to register to vote, contact your voting assistance officer.

Beat Navy!

By DPTMS Force Protection 
Office

In support of the Class of 2017 
Ring Weekend events, Tuesday-Aug. 
26, the following measures are in 
effect:

• Tuesday-Aug. 25—Ring 
Ceremony Rehearsals:

Traffic: Beginning at 4 p.m., 
traffic attempting to transit the 
Trophy Point area will be blocked at 
the intersection of Washington and 
Jefferson Roads, as well as by the 
entrance to Clinton Lot.  

Traffic in the area will remain 
blocked until the completion of the 
Ring Ceremony Rehearsal. 

Vehicles parked in the Clinton, 
Doubleday and surrounding lots 
will be allowed to depart by exiting 
south on Cullum Road past the Cadet 
library.

• Aug. 26—Ring Ceremony:  
Traffic: Beginning at 4:30 p.m., 

traffic attempting to transit the 

Trophy Point area will be blocked at 
the 101 intersection, as well as by the 
entrance to Clinton Lot.  

Traffic in the area will remain 
blocked until the completion of the 
Ring Ceremony. 

Vehicles parked in the Clinton, 
Doubleday and surrounding lots 
will be allowed to depart by exiting 
south on Cullum Road past the cadet 
library.

Parking: There will be no 
vehicles authorized on Jefferson 
Road and the Thayer Road extension 
at Trophy Point after 4 p.m.  Vehicles 
parked on these roads are subject to 
being towed. 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  B u s 
transportation will be available from 
the Buffalo Soldier Field Parking Lot 
to Trophy Point from 3-7 p.m.

For more details, contact Luke 
Pagan, force protection officer, at 
845-938-8859.

Remember: If You See Something, 
Hear Something, Say Something. 
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Class of 2020 officially becomes part of Corps
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Although more than 1,300 new cadets 
entered the U.S. Military Academy on Reception 
Day, 1,271 conquered the fast and furious 
pace of the nearly past two months, including 
six weeks of Cadet Basic Training and the 
traditional 12-mile March Back from Camp 
Buckner to West Point.

Acceptance Day celebrates the completion 
of Cadet Basic Training, and the beginning of 
the academic year for plebes who have made it 
through the grueling training in record breaking 
heat and thunderstorms. The Acceptance Day 
Parade took place Aug. 13 on the Plain.   

Before the parade, however, the new 
cadets experienced reorganization week, where 
they were issued computers, iPads and other 
necessary items for classes, as well as rifles 
and cadet sabers. 

They also were responsible for finding their 
barracks and finding out who their roommate 
would be for the academic year.  

Finally, after reorganization week, the 
cadets officially took their rightful place in their 
company to become members of the Corps of 
Cadets. 

The first time these cadets paraded on the 
Plain was on Reception Day, or R-Day. This is 
where they completed their oath ceremony to 
show friends and family how quickly they could 
learn parade formation and how they look in 
their white over gray uniforms.

However, the Acceptance Day Parade is a 
bit different and much more significant. It is the 
day the cadets who successfully made it through 
Cadet Basic Training were prepared to take 
their rightful place within the Corps of Cadets 
according to their company.

Lon Garza has a nephew who is joining the 
Corps of Cadets and was hoping to pick him out 
of the thousands of cadets in the parade.

“My nephew, Cooper Cone, isn’t from a 

military family, but he joined the Civil Air 
Patrol,” Garza said. “Cooper wanted to be in 
the military since he was in grade school and 
he did go to the Summer Leader Experience 
and enjoyed it.”

As families and friends strained their eyes 
to catch a glimpse of their cadet-who-is-about-
to-become-a-plebe, they all enjoyed the pomp 
and stance of watching the Cadre yell orders and 
eyes turned to the right as they pass the reception 

party who salutes. 
The reception party included the USMA 

Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., 
USMA Dean Brig. Gen. Cindy Jebb, USMA 
Deputy Commandant Col. John Drago, USMA 
Command Sgt. Maj. Timothy Guden, Command 
Sgt. Maj. of the Corps of Cadets Dawn 
Rippelmeyer and members of the Class of 1970, 
the affiliation class of the Class of 2020. 

“Michael Jackson, my son, just wanted 

a good education and he wanted to join the 
military and play football,” said Camille and 
Jerry Jackson, who were there watching for 
their son.

The Class of 2020 earned some time to 
spend with their families at the completion of 
the Acceptance Day ceremony, but then it was 
back to the barracks for a good night’s rest 
before getting up at 5:30 a.m. for formation and 
breakfast and then to class that began Monday.

The Corps of Cadets accept the Class of 2020, who are now official members of the Corp of Cadets and will no longer be 
known as new cadets, during a parade Aug. 13 on the Plain.

Story by Mathew Schell
Fire Protection Inspector 

In a continued effort to maintain a fire safe community on 
and around West Point, the West Point Fire Department’s Fire 
Prevention Branch conducted Fire Marshal Training Aug. 10. 

The class was intended to provide an educational program 
to help familiarize building commandants and their designated 
representatives with their roles as newly assigned or currently 
assigned fire marshals. In accordance with the USMA Regulation 
420-3, this training is required to be completed initially and 
annually thereafter by all assigned building commandants and 
fire marshals. 

The class will be offered every six months at the Army 
Education Center on post by the Fire Prevention Branch.

During the most recent training, the group of outstanding 
students took an important step toward fire safety. They represent 
a portion of the assigned building fire marshals on our post. 

They have an important duty that can help prevent injuries and 
save lives during a fire or an emergency. Their goal is to prevent 
injuries, loss of life, loss of government property, loss of valuable 

time and any interferences with the mission’s productivity due to a 
fire. They have been asked and have accepted their responsibility 
to execute fire prevention measures. 

As outlined in USMA Regulation 420-3, within their assigned 
buildings on West Point, their job tasks include conducting 
monthly self-inspections of their assigned buildings for fire safety 
deficiencies. The safety deficiencies include blocked or locked 
fire exits, missing fire extinguishers, improper use of electrical 
devices, and improper storage of flammable liquids. They review 
and update the emergency evacuation plans, conduct fire and 
evacuation drills, along with providing fire safety briefings for 
their building occupants.

Because of their important role they play, they are a great 
asset to the Fire Prevention Branch and the overall mission to 
eliminate the potential causes of fire and reduce the loss of life, 
injuries, and property damage. 

The Fire Prevention Branch has a mission to reduce unsafe 
practices and conditions within the workplace by providing 
education for all personnel. It is not only the Fire Department 
or Fire Marshal’s responsibility to practice fire safety daily. It is 
everyone’s mission both at work and at home.

Fire Marshal Training to maintain community fire safety

Mathew Schell, fire protection inspector at West 
Point, speaks to a Fire Marshal Training Class 
Aug. 10. The purpose of the course is to help to 
familiarize Building Commandants with their roles 
as Fire Marshals.               Photo by Michelle eberhart/PV
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Superintendent holds Town Hall to begin academic year
Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. held his semi-annual 
Superintendent’s Town Hall at Robinson Auditorium Aug. 11.  
The presentation addressed the current state of the Academy 
including goals for the academic year that began on Monday. 

The meeting opened with Superintendent awards to Soldiers, 
civilians, faculty and contractors who have served as examples 
of leadership and character throughout West Point, sharing the 
values of Duty, Honor, Country.   

Caslen discussed a wide array of topics including the 
Academy’s culture of winning and excellence, and his priorities 
for the academic year.

The Academy vision, “West Point is the pre-eminent 
leader development institution in the world,” and the mission, 
“To educate, train and inspire leaders of character,” laid the 
groundwork for the presentation.   

Furthermore, Caslen stressed the Chief of Staff of the Army, 
Gen. Mark A. Milley’s, top priority, “to fight and win our Nation’s 
wars.” In reflection of this, Caslen said that his top priority is 
leader development, to produce leaders of character, who will 
become officers, who are prepared to fight and win America’s 
wars.

“Leader development, or character development, becomes 
the most important thing that we do here,” Caslen proclaimed.

Caslen thanked the Academy staff and faculty for upholding 
the standards as well. 

“I appreciate your support on everything that we do on 
honor and character development in your classroom and your 
section,” he said.

 In addition to maintaining standards, Caslen said that the 
staff and faculty play a crucial role in setting examples for our 
future leaders to follow.

“It is also our responsibility, not only to create the command 
climate here, within our own organizations, but also that we 
develop cadets so that when they graduate and become lieutenants 
and platoon leaders and company commanders, they’ll set that 
same command climate within their platoons as well,” Caslen 
said.  “This is tremendously important.”

West Point’s culture of winning and excellence was another 

significant topic.  As an example, Caslen showed a video from 
ESPN’s “BattleFrog” race series, where the West Point Obstacle 
Course team won, inspiring excellence amongst the crowd.

“If you have a culture of excellence, you are going to the 
upper level of your potential in everything that you do,” Caslen 
said.  “Winning is not necessarily a binary win/loss, it’s a culture 
of excellence that you perform to the upper level of your potential 
in everything that you did so that the upper level of your potential 
now becomes the new norm, and you become better and stronger 

as a result.”
Caslen ended his presentation staying consistent with his 

themes throughout the Town Hall.
“Leadership goes both ways,” he said.  “We develop standards 

and we expect cadets to meet those standards but sometimes we, 
as leaders, have to get down there and then lead them to those 
standards.”

As he concluded, Caslen stated the last, and perhaps 
everyone’s most beloved standard, “Beat Navy!”

Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. speaks to Soldiers, staff, faculty and contractors during the Superintendent’s 
Town Hall on Aug. 11.  The Town Hall takes place bi-annually as a way for the Superintendent to address 
his priorities and goals for the academic year.            

The Army West Point Triathlon team hosted the 27th annual 
West Point Triathlon weekend Aug. 13-Sunday at Camp 
Buckner. The weekend began with annual kid’s races where 
approximately 250 children ages 4-14 competed in three 
different, age-appropriate, triathlon races. Then later Aug. 
13, West Point hosted its first-ever Elite Developmental 
(EDR) Draft-Legal triathlon race. This race had a special 
sanctioning by USA Triathlon in which the top athletes 
could apply for and earn professional licenses from USAT 
Triathlon. The EDR drew athletes from across the country 
to compete for the coveted pro licenses. In spite of the very 
hot afternoon weather, tremendous performances were 
witnessed with West Point’s Class of 2018 Cadet Teresa 
Groton (pictured) taking third place in the women’s event. 
On Sunday, approximately 650 athletes took the start line to 
swim in Lake Popolopen, cycle on the shoulder of Route 293 
and run around Camp Bucker with a chance to win a cadet 
saber. The event was made possible through the hard work 
of all of the Directorate of Cadet Activities staff, supporting 
agencies on post, the N.Y. State Highway Patrol, Newburgh 
Office of the N.Y. State Department of Transportation, Traffic 
Lane Closures LLC and the Town of Highlands Emergency 
Services.           Photo by class of 2018 cadet alex Werden

West Point Triathlon 
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Superintendent discusses role in developing officers
Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. spoke with 
the U.S. Military Academy’s Modern War Institute as part of a 
podcast series to discuss his latest trip to Iraq and how recent 
academy graduates are prepared to fight in a complex and 
adaptable Army.

Caslen was in Iraq to engage with recent West Point graduates 
and their leaders to assess the performance of graduates and to 
bring back an update from engaged ground forces.  

“They’re not bashful about telling us what really helped them 
when they were at West Point based on what they’re doing today,” 
Caslen noted of the first and second lieutenants. 

One thing he received positive feedback on is Cadet Leader 
Development Training, or CLDT.

“It was that character and great perseverance that they 
experience in CLDT that many of them had said that was the best 
developmental experience that they had between West Point and 
their BOLC (basic officer leadership course-training that occurs 
as second lieutenants) to prepare them for what they’re doing 
right now,” Caslen said.

By receiving feedback on CLDT, Cadet Field Training and 
Cadet Basic Training, Caslen is able to design training programs 

that meet the needs of the Army and produce highly skilled and 
competent officers who are prepared to fight and win complex 
wars, even before they enter the battlefield.

“The way I look at West Point is, our principle mission is 
to graduate officers, not necessarily develop platoon leaders,” 
Caslen said. “My intent is to develop someone who is going to 
be a professional officer that has not only the military skills that 
pre-commissioning requires, but also has the intellect, has the 
physical competence, and has the character to be able to lead 
Soldiers in today’s modern battlefield.”

In addition to high military and physical standards, cadets 
participate in a rigorous academic program to ensure they 
commission as sharp leaders. 

“The cadets are very grateful of their academic program,” 
Caslen said of the feedback he’s received. “It prepares them 
intellectually for their ability to operate and understand the 
complexity of the environment and to have the intellectual agility, 
intellectual adaptability and the critical thinking to be able to 
understand that environment and to be able to thrive in it.”

Reflecting on the Cold War era, Caslen said there were 
minimal interpersonal interactions with coalition forces, and 
their goals were to go “strong, heavy, fast and to break things.”  
But today, Soldiers must consider the operational depth of the 
battlefield, including different indigenous elements, politics and 
facing multiple adversaries.

“I think fighting a counter insurgency fight over the last 
15 years in both Iraq and Afghanistan has changed our Army 
significantly,” Caslen said.  

Because of this, Caslen believes it is important to develop 
cadets who have the intellectual capacity to comprehend today’s 
battlefield and the ability to form relationships with coalition 
forces.

“The battlefield,” Caslen stated, “requires us to be more 
knowledgeable, militarily, of the different tactics, techniques 
and procedures. We also have to study the wars and to see how 
we’re going to fight some of these things.”

Studying wars is one of the many things the faculty at West 
Point ingrain in cadets.

“We have to teach our cadets not what to think, but how to 
think,” Caslen said. “We need to give them a broad curriculum 
so they have the fundamental intellectual skills across that 
curriculum, both in humanities and liberal arts, and in the 
sciences.”

Caslen noted that cadets are at a tremendous advantage, as 
60-65 percent of the U.S. Military Academy faculty are rotating 
officers who have lived in the same environment for which the 
cadets are preparing. In bringing the most recent knowledge 
straight from the battlefield to the classroom, cadets are given the 
opportunity to study both historic wars as well as the current ones.

“They come, they bring their expertise, they bring their 
experience,” Caslen said of the officers of the Academy faculty.  
“They’re the ones who are going to be role models for these young 
men and women because of that special relationship they have.”

What’s just as important as the intellectual skills that the 
cadets acquire at West Point, Caslen says, is building character.  

See DEVELOPING OFFICERS, PAGE 6
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DEVELOPING OFFICERS, cont’d from Page 5
“(The) character development 

that we do here to prepare them to be 
an officer in the United States Army, 
to have the trust of the American 
people… is probably the most 
important thing we do,” Caslen said.

According to the U.S. Military 
Academy Character Program, or 
the “Gold Book,” West Point helps 
to develop moral, civic, social, 
performance and leadership character, 
providing personal growth and 
aligning cadets’ values with those 
of the Nation, the Army and of West 
Point.  

 “The reason the character aspect 
of development is so important is 
because we are in the public domain,” 
Caslen said. “When America entrusts 
us with her sons and daughters, they 
don’t want a leader or an officer 
who is going to lead their sons and 
daughters who is going to have a 
character in public that is different 
from a character in their private life.”

Caslen suggests that by using the 
“Gold Book” standards on military, 
physical and academic requirements at 

the Academy, he can ensure that future 
and current Army officers from West 
Point are of solid, reputable character.  
He also believes that by developing 
officers of both intellect and character, 
those who graduate from the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point will 
be able to lead Soldiers in a complex 
battlefield.  

West Point’s Modern War Institute 
is a national resource within the 
Department of Military Instruction that 
studies recent and ongoing conflicts to 
prepare present and future leaders to 
win in a complex world.  Leveraging 
the intellectual capital unique to West 
Point, the MWI faculty use a research, 
educate and integrate model to remain 
academically grounded, operationally 
connected to the force, and fully 
engaged with cadets and the military 
program curriculum.

Listen to Lt. Gen. Caslen’s 
Modern War Institute podcast at 
http://www.mwi.usma.edu/mwi-
podcast-usma-superintendent-
discusses-preparing-future-leaders-
modern-war/.

Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. spoke with the U.S. Military Academy’s Modern 
War Institute as part of a podcast series to discuss his latest trip to Iraq and how recent 
academy graduates are prepared to fight in a complex and adaptable Army.



7August 18, 2016Pointer View  

By West Point Public Affairs Office

U.S. Military Academy cadets, staff and 
faculty gathered together in Eisenhower Hall, 
Aug. 9, for the inaugural Superintendent’s 
Convocation.  This new convocation promotes 
a winning culture across the entire West Point 
team and allows the academy to recognize 
academic excellence and special achievements 
from the Corps of Cadets as well as the staff 
and faculty.

This year’s guest speaker was Dr. Catherine 
Bond Hill, president of Vassar College and 
professor of Economics. Hill has received 
national recognition for increasing the 
socioeconomic diversity and the number of 
veteran students at Vassar. She spoke to the 
group about the purpose of convocations in 
higher education and the benefits of a liberal 
education. 

“Experience with uncertainty is but one of 
the benefits of a liberal education.  You will also 
develop skill in synthesizing knowledge, that 
is the blending together of facts and concepts 
that you have learned from different sources in 
order to apply them to a new problem. You will 
become agile in working across disciplinary 
boundaries,” Hill said. 

She emphasized that West Point’s academic 
curriculum, the breadth of knowledge and skills 
gained from the core curriculum and the depth 
in discipline of majors, develop the intellectual 
skills that cadets need to become officers: 

Cadets, Staff and Faculty recognized at Superintendent’s Convocation
mental agility, comfort with ambiguity, the 
ability to think critically, unafraid to challenge 
conventional thought, and the ability to integrate 
learning from across disciplinary boundaries.

“In a more globalized and faster-paced 
world than any other generation has seen, the 
stakes for great leadership continually rise,” 
Hill said. “You will use your liberal education 
to examine, work on and solve problems in the 
world beyond the gates of the Academy.  This is 
what West Point graduates are good at.”

Faculty awards for the evening included: 
• Designation of Professor Emerita/

Emeritus: This title is given to faculty members 
who have had a distinguished career at West 
Point but who are departing West Point due to 
retirement or service at other institutions.

• Promotion to professor and associate 
professor: These faculty members have achieved 
excellence in the five domains of teaching, 
scholarship, service, faculty development and 
cadet development. Each faculty member’s 
promotion file is screened by a board who 
determines whether the faculty member has met 
the requirements for academic rank in the five 
domains. Faculty members must have six years 
at each level (assistant to associate; associate to 
professor) before they are eligible to apply for 
promotion.

• Designation of Academy Professors: 
These officers were selected by a board of 
civilian and military faculty and are designated 
Academy professors. They become part of the 

Academy’s senior military faculty and remain at 
the Academy for the rest of their Army careers.

• Distinguished chairs: These faculty 
members have distinguished records and bring 
expertise to the departments in which they serve. 

• Apgar Award: An annual award that 
recognizes excellence in teaching exemplified 
by an innovative teaching project designed to 
improve cadet learning. 

• Dean’s awards for teaching excellence: 
This award is given to a junior member of the 
faculty with five years or less on teaching and 
a member of the faculty with six years or more 
of teaching experience.

• Dean’s awards for scholarship excellence: 
This award recognizes outstanding contributions 
to scholarship by a faculty member at the 
academic rank of instructor or assistant 
professor.

• Dean’s awards for service excellence: This 
award recognizes outstanding contributions to 
service by a faculty member with five or less 
years of teaching experience.

The cadet awards included:
• Superintendent’s award for excellence: 

This award is represented with a gold star 
encircled by a gold wreath. It is awarded to the 
top 5 percent of each class based on cadet award 
scores (combination of academic, military and 
physical scores).

• Distinguished cadet awards: This award 
is represented by wearing gold stars to reflect 
distinguished academic achievement. Cadets 
must earn a QPA of 3.67 or better, either for the 
year or cumulatively.

• Recognition of the Battlefrog team.
• NCAA Public Recognition Award: 

recognizing teams for academic performance.

Dr. Robert Tully, Professor of Philosophy, receives the Dean’s Award for 
Teaching Excellence from Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., U.S. Military Academy 
Superintendent, Aug. 9 at the inaugural Superintendent’s Convocation in 
Eisenhower Hall. Tully has been at West Point since 2004.      
                     Photo by John Pellino/dPtMs
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sethnordell: Affirmation: The act of agreeing to a 10 year 
commitment to the Army. Needless to say I’m excited to 
be taking this step forward in my life and feel the Lord 
calling me on this journey. It’s also pretty nice to be doing 
it with your best friend as well.  

#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma facebook.com/westpointusma

Lizzness_in_the_front: Am I too old for a “first day of 
school picture”?

eddie_emery: Brigade run? More like Brigade fun #amiright shoutout 
to @chancyphotography for the sick edit  

22mburrell: The first day started way too early, but at 
least it’s the last one. #FirstClass
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
5th annual Storm King Run

The fifth annual Storm King Run along the historic Hudson 
River is scheduled for Sunday. The event inclues a 10K, 5K and 
1-Mile Kids Fun Run. The start and finish is near West Point’s 
Washington Gate along Route 218.

The event schedule includes the Packet Pick-Up and On-Site 
Registration opening at 7:30 a.m.; the 1-Mile Kids Fun Run 
(Ages 11 and under) at 9 a.m.; and the 10K/5K start at 9:15 a.m.

There are awards for the top-three finishers in each age/
gender category. 

Food and drinks are provided. There are T-shirts for the first 
400 registrants. 

For details, visit and register at rotary-wphf.org or call 
845-446-4106.

Most Holy Trinity West Point Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) Group

Mothers of children ages 0-5 are invited to join us at Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Chapel. The purpose of the group is to 
build friendships and foster community goodwill with other 
West Point moms. 

Being a mom is hard work and we all need love and support 
to encourage us through the journey. Meetings include time to 
socialize and discuss the joys and challenges of motherhood, 
speakers from the community on a variety of topics, and creative 
activities. The group will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Cloister 
Room of the Chapel of The Most Holy Trinity on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month, beginning Aug. 31. 

There is a registration fee and because the group meets in 
the evenings, childcare will not be provided.   

For registration details, contact Kristin at kristin8513@gmail.
com and visit us at our informational table at the WPSC Super 
Sign Up event Aug. 25 at the West Point Club.

Protestant Women of the Chapel kickoff and sign-up
Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) will host a sneak 

peek and sign-up for its upcoming year 9-11 a.m. Aug. 31 at 
the Post Chapel Annex next to Boundless Park on Biddle Loop. 
Children are welcome. 

PWOC will kickoff from 9-11 a.m. Sept. 7 at the West Point 
Post Chapel, Bldg. 692, Biddle Loop. Childcare is available.  

Keep connected on Facebook at West Point PWOC and email 
your questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

FEGLI Open Season
Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance (FEGLI) is having 

its first open season in 12 years. The open season runs from Sept. 
1-30. Open season elections become effective in October 2017. 

Visit the Army Benefits Center website for more information 
on Basic and Optional coverages at  https://www.abc.army.
mil/Life/Life.htm. 

Employees can make elections directly through the Employee 
Benefits Information System (EBIS), or call the Army Benefits 
Center at 1-877-276-9287.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Hudson Valley Blood Services

The Masons of West Point Lodge #877 in Highland Falls, in 
conjunction with the Hudson Valley Blood Services, is sponsoring 
a Blood Drive from 3:30-8 p.m. today on the second floor of 
the Masonic Lodge, located at 314 Main Street, Highland Falls. 

Donors must be at least 16 years of age, weigh a minimum of 
110 pounds and not have donated blood within the last 54 days. 
Donors must also have a picture ID. Sixteen-year-olds must also 
have a parental consent form. 

For more details or to schedule an appointment, call the Blood 
Drive Coordinator at 845-496-8589.

Second (Indianhead) Division Association
The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 

for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time. 

For information about the association and its 95th annual 
reunion in Springfield, Missouri, from Sept. 20-24, contact 
secretary-treasurer, Bob Haynes, at 2idahq@comcast.net or 
224-225-1202; or visit www.2ida.org.

Highlands Farmers Market is open
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market is open 

for the 2016 season every Sunday. The farmers and food vendors 
who local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum.

 
Army West Point Gymnastics World Record Event

The Army West Point Gymnastics Program wants to get the 
entire Corps of Cadets, local schools and gymnastics programs 
involved in shattering the current world record for the most people 
performing cartwheels simultaneously.

West Point has been selected as the site for the 2017 NCAA 
Men’s Division I Gymnastics Championships. This three-day 
competition will be held April 20-22, 2017 at Christl Arena. 

This marks the third time since 2005 that West Point has 
hosted this championship meet. 

To celebrate the occasion and demonstrate to the world 
that all West Point cadets are trained in activities that promote 
and enhance a healthy lifestyle, physical fitness and movement 
behavior, the Academy wants to break the current  cartwheels 
record, which is 690. 

This event can easily break this record and it’s West Point’s  
intent to do it in a manner that showcases the professionalism, 
athleticism and spirit of West Point to the Nation. The intent is to 
break the world record at 11:30 a.m. April 20. This is a Thursday, 
which is the first day of the NCAA Championships. 

Groups interested in participating in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity should contact Head Gymnastics Coach, Doug Van 
Everen, at 845-938-3802 or email at Doug.VanEveren@usma.edu 
or Capt. Josh Burnett, Army West Point Gymnastics Operations 
Officer, at 845-938-6623 or email at Joshua.Burnett@usma.edu.

2016 Women’s Equality Day
The West Point Equal Opportunity Office is sponsoring 

2016 Women’s Equality Day at noon Aug. 26 at the West 
Point Club.

The theme of the event is “Celebrating Women’s Right 
to Vote.” Guest speaker is Donna Lieberman, who is the 
executive director of the New York Civil Liberties Union.

Staff and Faculty must RSVP to EO@usma.edu by Aug. 
19. After Aug. 19, lunch can not be guaranteed.

Cadets must sign-up online at https://cis.usma.eu.
For details, contact the USMA EO Office at 938-6745 or   

the USCC EO Office at 938-8456, or email EO@usma.edu.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Functional Academic Skills Training

It’s that time again as the West Point Education Center is 
offering another Functional Academic Skills Training at the 
Center from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Sept. 6-27, except Sept. 9 and 14.

Raise your General Technical (GT) score through Functional 
Academic Skills Training (FAST) at the Army Education Center, 
683 Buckner Loop (next to Subway).

For details, contact Nancy Judd at 845-938-3464 or Tonya 
Rauckhorst at 845-938-5389.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point, located at 683 Buckner Loop.
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Out of the Darkness Community Walk
The third annual West Point Out of the Darkness Community 

Walk is scheduled for Sept. 24 at Daly Field. Check-in and 
registration is at 9 a.m. The walk begins at 10 a.m.

The walk is to raise awareness of suicide and suicide 
prevention. 

To register, visit http://afsp.donordrive.com/event/
westpoint/. For details, call George M. Barnes at 845-938-2912 
or email George.Barnes@usma.edu. 

4th Class Sponsorship Program sign-ups
Don’t forget the sign-up on the Academy Management 

System website at https://apps.usma.edu/ for the 4th Class 
Sponsorship Program that is ongoing. 

If you didn’t have a chance to host a new cadet for New Cadet 
Visitation Day, you can still request to sponsor new cadets for 
the academic year. 

For details, contact Bob Brown, USCC operations, at 845-
938-8609. 

Community
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FEATURED EVENT
Flag Football League sign-ups

The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2016 West Point 
Flag Football League sign up. 

It is open to all USMA personnel 18 years of age and older. 
Games will be played on Monday and Wednesday evenings 

starting Sept.7. Deadline for entries will be Aug. 31. 
For details, contact James McGuinness at 938-3066, or email 

at Jim.McGuinness@usma.edu.

Teens Summer Boat Ride 
If you are new to or entering ninth grade at James I. O’Neill 

High School, join us for a Hudson River Boat Ride Wednesday.  
Boarding of the Superintendent’s boat begins at 1:30 p.m. at 

South Dock and we will cruise the Hudson River from 2-4 p.m. 
Admission is a bag of chips, package of cookies or beverage 

(soda) to share, along with a signed permission slip.  
For more details, call 938-2092 (School Liaison Offi ce) or 

938-3550 (MST). A signed permission slip is required to board 
the boat.

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences 
for children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

CYS Services Sports Needs Coaches
Volunteer coaches are needed to coach starting Aug. 29 for 

Just 4 U Soccer (age 4), Division A Soccer (ages 5-6), Division 
B Soccer (ages 7-8), Division C Soccer (ages 9-10). 

Children’s registration fees will be waivered for volunteer 
coaches. For more details, call 938-8896.

 
Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps

Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 
riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 

There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers. For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.
com/morgan.

Club Championship
The West Point Golf Course Club Championship will be held 

from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Aug. 27-28.
This is a two-day, 36-hole individual stroke play tournament. 

Open and GHIN Handicap fl ights.  
Entry fee includes dinner and awards on Aug. 28. Applicable 

greens fee and cart apply. This is the tournament of the year. 
Sign-up through the pro shop at 938-2435.

New York State Hunting Safety Course
Outdoor Recreation is hosting a New York State Hunting 

Safety course from 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sept. 3 at the Community 
Building, Round Pond Recreation Area. 

Students must register online at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
outdoor/92267.html and follow the requirements listed by the 
state. 

All hunter education courses require the completion of 
homework prior to attending the course. 

For details, contact the Round Pond offi ce at 938-2503 from 
8 a.m.-5 p.m., seven days a week.

MWR Outdoor Recreation Hunter Education Courses
The New York State Hunters Education Course will be held 

from 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sept. 3. The New York State Bowhunters 
Education Course will be held from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sept. 17. 

Both courses will be held at the Community Building, Round 
Pond Recreation Area. 

Students must register online at http://www.dec.ny.gov/
outdoor/7860.html and follow the requirements listed by the 
state. Both hunters education courses require the completion of 
homework prior to attending the course.

For more information, call 938-2503.

FOR THE YOUTHS

Yoga at Trophy Point 
Join the MWR Fitness Center at Trophy Point for Outdoor 

Yoga with Christine. Classes start at 8:40 a.m., weather permitting. 
Classes are scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 3 and 17. 

There is a minimal fee for this class. For details, call 938-6490.

Arts & Crafts August class
• Tuesday—Wine & Paint, “Poppies at Sunset,” 5-7 p.m. Grab 

a snack and a beverage and join us for a relaxed evening of art 
instruction and fun. Paint a 16x20 canvas. 

Registration is required one week prior to class. For more 
details, call 938-4812.

FOR THE ADULTS

ODR 2016 Summer Movie Series 
MWR Outdoor Recreation presents free movies to the public 

on a giant infl atable movie screen. The upcoming movies are:
• Aug. 27—Minions, 8 p.m. at H Lot Fields;
• Sept. 17—Tangled, 7:30 p.m., H Lot Fields.
Don’t forget to bring your blankets or lawn chairs. 
For details, call 845-938-0123.

Learn to Play Tennis from the Pros
Free tennis clinics at West Point. The Blue Sky Foundation, 

Inc. is bringing its “Boots on the Court” program to West Point’s 
Lichtenberg Tennis Center Aug. 28. 

Come out and have fun while learning the fi ner points of the 
game from a team of former professional players and certifi ed 
teaching pros. Participation is limited to West Point families 
and military ID cardholders. Space is limited, so sign-up early. 

Racquets, T-shirts, hats, prizes and refreshments will be 
provided. The schedule is as follows:

• Youth Clinic (ages 4-7)—11 a.m.-noon;
• Pre-Teen Clinic (ages 8-12)—12:15-1:15 p.m.;
• Junior Clinic (ages 13-18)—1:30-2:30 p.m.;
• Adult Clinic (ages 19+)—2:45-4 p.m.
To register, visit https://bootsonthecourtwestpoint2016.

eventbrite.com. For details, call Kirsten Rautter at 938-8893.

Certifi ed Golf Lessons
The West Point Golf Course is now offering individual 

certifi ed golf lessons with Andy Crane, PGA professional.
 Group rates are also available. For details, call 938-2435.

Unifi ed Sports
The Exceptional Family Member Program will continue 

working with the West Point cadets to facilitate Unifi ed Sports. 
MWR believes in bringing people together and fostering an 
environment of friendship, support and compassion through 
several different activities. 

Through Unified Sports, you can take part with our 
dedicated cadet volunteers in a series of outdoor sport activities. 

Join us as we create friendships, learn, and most 
importantly, have fun.

Upcoming Unifi ed Sports dates include:
• Sunday—Unifi ed Sports on the Plain; 
• Sept. 18—Unifi ed Trail (Constitution Island); 
• Oct. 2—Unifi ed Patch (Pumpkin/Apple Picking); 
• Oct. 16—Unifi ed Riding (Horseback);
• Oct. 30—Unifi ed Hoops (Tentative);
• Nov. 6—Unifi ed Learning; 
• Nov. 20—Unifi ed Tennis.
For details, call 938-5655/0232 or email us at Josephine.

toohey@usma.edu or lucia.mendez@usma.edu.

Back to School Family Night
Join the West Point Club from 6-8:30 p.m. Aug. 26 for 

a family night dinner buffet. It’s time to reconnect with old 
friends and welcome new friends to the West Point community. 

There will be face painting, an ice cream truck, manicure 
station, tattoo station, photo booth, balloon artist and a 
magician. There is a minimal fee for this event. 

Reservations are required by calling 938-5102. 

FOR THE FAMILIES

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. on Aug. 25 for the 

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. Check-in begins at 11:30 
a.m., with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. There is a fee associated with 
this event (fee includes greens-fee, cart, prizes and reception). 

Call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435 for more details.

August event with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for its August event. The 

upcoming event includes: 
• Aug. 25—Theater Van to Broadway. Purchase discount 

theater tickets at the TKTS booth in Times Square. Leave West 
Point at 4:30 p.m., leave NYC after the show. 

For ticket pricing, reservations and more information, call 
938-3601.

MWR Fitness Center’s Ring Run 5K
Building Esprit de Corps amongst the West Point 

community. The Ring Run 5K will be held Aug. 27 with a 
shotgun start at 8 a.m. Race Day registration begins at 7 a.m. 

Pre-registration begins Friday. The start and fi nish of the 
race are at the MWR Fitness Center. Cadets run free, but must 
register. 

Strollers and leashed dogs are welcome. Prizes will be given 
to the top runners. After the race, enjoy light refreshments. 
There is a minimal fee for this event. For details, call 938-6490.

Driving Range open weekends
The Driving Range at the West Point Golf Course is open 

through Sept. 4. The Driving Range will be open from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting). 

One size bucket of balls will be available and MWR will 
have limited concession services available for additional 
purchase. 

For details, call 845-938-2435.
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Keller Corner

• Macaroni Day: We will be making 
macaroni necklaces on Macaroni Day. Can 
you guess one of your favorite food dishes that 
includes this pasta as an ingredient? 

Join West Point Family Homes at B126 
Washington Road from 10-11 a.m. Tuesday. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Friday.

• Storm King Art Center visit: Join us 
for a guided Tour of Storm King Art Center, 
in New Windsor Aug. 25. 

We will meet at the Art Center’s visitors 

Friday—Pete’s Dragon, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Secret Life of Pets, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Ghostbusters, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
s h o p m y e x c h a n g e . c o m / r e e l - t i m e - t h e a t r e s / W e s t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

EDIS to conduct “free” Developmental/
Hearing Screenings

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help.  If you are a military 
or civilian family that resides at West Point 
and have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior 
and/or social interactions please join the 
Educational & Developmental Intervention 
Services (EDIS) at the Free Developmental/
Hearing Screenings.

The screenings will be conducted at the 
Stony Child Development Center (Bldg. 
1207 Patrick Trail) in conjunction with the 
Audiology Dept., EDIS and West Point 
Schools, for ages birth to 5 years.

The screenings are 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Sept. 13, by appointment only. 

To schedule an appointment, contact 
Keller EDIS at 845-938-2698/6868.

KACH Pharmacy closed Sept. 17
The Keller Army Community Hospital 

Outpatient Pharmacy will be closed Sept. 
17, for a required computer system upgrade.

The pharmacy will be open during normal 
hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m.) Sept. 16 and 19. We are 
providing this notifi cation to benefi ciaries so 
they can plan their medication fi lls/re-fi lls 
accordingly.

If beneficiaries have any questions/
concerns, contact the Keller Pharmacy at 
938-2271.

Zika Virus information
Zika virus infection during pregnancy 

can cause serious birth defects. The virus is 
mainly spread by mosquitoes but can also 
spread through sexual contact. Outbreaks 
are ongoing in Mexico, Caribbean (including 
Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands), Central 
America, South America and Pacifi c Islands.

Zika virus infection has been reported in 
service members, military family members 

and retirees who live in or have traveled to 
these areas. 

Many people with Zika virus infection do 
not have symptoms. Pregnant women should  
not travel to Zika-affected areas. If you live 
in, plan travel to, or have returned from an 
area where the Zika virus has spread, please 
talk with your health care provider, MTF 
public health, or travel health clinic to learn 
how to protect you and your family. 

Additional information is available at 
www.cdc.gov/zika, www.health.mil/zika, 
and DOD’s Zika Hotline at 800-984-8523.

Keller’s Over-the-Counter medication 
program

Did you know Keller Army Community 
Hospital  has an “Over-the-Counter” 
medication program?

If you are a Keller benefi ciary and need 
OTC medication to self-care an acute minor 
illness, you can fi ll out the forms (located at 
the Keller Pharmacy) and receive up to fi ve 
items per family. 

If any symptoms persist, worsen or do not 
improve within 48 hours, it is recommended 
you consult your medical provider.

 
New system—for benefi ciaries—to let 
Keller know ‘How We Are Doing’

The Army Provider Level Satisfaction 
Survey (APLSS) was replaced on June 20, 
2016 with the Joint Outpatient Experience 
Survey (JOES). We encourage our patients 
to fi ll out the survey when they receive it in 
the mail.

JOES will combine and standardize 
long-standing methods used by the Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Defense Health Agency/
National Capital Region to learn about 
benefi ciary health care experiences with the 
goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit  based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Aug. 25

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Aug. 18-25
Channels 8/23

center at 10 a.m. Refreshments will be 
provided after the tour. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Monday with the number of adults and 
children attending.

• Yard of the Month: Yard of the Month 
nominations for August is open. Nominate any 
yard on post you feel deserves recognition, 
including your own. Send the quarter number 
to jgellman@bbcgrp.com.

All nominations must be submitted by 
Aug. 25.

By Keller Army Community Hospital

The New York Blood Center, with support 
from Keller Army Community Hospital, will 
host the West Point Blood Drive Monday-Aug. 
25 on the fourth fl oor of Eisenhower Hall.

Dates and times are 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-
Wednesday and 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Aug. 25.

The New York Blood Center has an urgent 
need for blood donations this summer and is 
especially thankful to the West Point community 
for hosting the summer blood drive just prior to 
the Labor Day holiday when blood inventories 
are likely to be the lowest of the summer.  

“It’s simple: hospital patient demand for 
blood during the summer often outpaces our 
best efforts to recruit donors and schedule 
blood drives,” said NYBC Executive Director 
of Donor Recruitment Andrea Cefarelli.  
“There are always reasons—most schools are 
out, people are on vacation—but we have to 
overcome that for the sake of hospital patients 
who need us.”

“This is one of the toughest times of the 
year,” Cefarelli added. “We’re asking for our 
dedicated supporters to roll up their sleeves to 
make sure we’re able to provide our hospital 
partners with whatever they need to take care 
of their patients.”   

Blood products have a short shelf life—from 
fi ve to 42 days, so constant replenishment is 
necessary. 

Each and every day there are patients who 

New York Blood Center, Keller Army 
Community Hospital hosts West 
Point Blood Drive Monday-Aug. 25

depend on the transfusion of red blood cells, 
platelets and plasma to stay alive. 

But blood and blood products can’t be 
manufactured. They can only come from 
volunteer blood donors who take an hour to 
attend a blood drive or visit a donor center. 

New York Blood Center is proud to be the 
exclusive supplier of blood and blood products 
to Keller Army Community Hospital, providing 
nearly 1,200 products each year.  In addition, the 
New York Blood Center also provides blood and 
blood products to Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center and National Naval Medical 
Center as needed.  

Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments 
are appreciated. Visit http://goo.gl/g6ccrv to 
determine if you are eligible to give blood; 
and go to https://goo.gl/Moecxs to make an 
appointment.

From organ transplants to heart surgeries, 
today’s advanced medical care relies on blood 
transfusions. 

When one person donates a unit of blood, 
it can be separated into individual components, 
including whole blood, platelet, plasma and 
automated red cells, to save multiple lives. 
Donating blood is a safe, simple and a satisfying 
experience. 

Donors help meet the daily transfusion 
needs of cancer and surgery patients, accident 
and burn victims, newborns and mothers 
delivering babies, AIDS and sickle cell anemia 
patients, and many more.
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West Point Band presents Labor Day celebration, fireworks
Story and photo by the West Point Band

The West Point Band will close its “Music Under the Stars” summer 
series with its annual Labor Day celebration at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 3 at the 
Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

The concert will showcase music of all genres, and culminate with 
Tchaikovsky’s powerful 1812 Overture. 

The West Point Band will be aided by live cannon-fire and followed by 
a brilliant fireworks show over the Hudson River. 

In the event of inclement weather, the performance will take place at 
7:30 p.m. Sept. 4. This concert is free and open to all. 

In 1894, Labor Day became a federal holiday to celebrate American 
workers and their achievements. Today, it symbolizes to many the end of 
the summer season. 

Join the West Point Band as it observes this century-old tradition with 
live music, cannon-fire and fireworks set at the beautiful Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. 

The concert will feature performances by the West Point Concert Band 
and the Benny Havens Band, as well as guest artists from “Pershing’s Own,” 
the U.S. Army Herald Trumpets.

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 938-2617 or 
visit www.westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found by following us on Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter.

The West Point Band will close its “Music Under the Stars” summer series 
with its annual Labor Day celebration at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 3 at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. The West Point Band will be aided by live cannon-fire and 
followed by a brilliant fireworks show over the Hudson River. 
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 West Point Summer 
Softball League Standings

Football concludes camp with scrimmage

**Championships (Upper and Lower Brackets) 
Aug. 8—No. 1 seeded Band defeated No. 2 seeded ODIA #1 two games to 
none (9-5, 21-11).
Aug. 8—No. 9 seeded Engineers defeated No. 10 seeded CLS/PANE two 
games to one (15-2, 11-13, 14-4).
**Post Championship
Aug. 10—No. 1 seeded Band defeated No. 9 seeded Engineers two games 
to none (10-5, 14-3).
**Women’s All-Star Game
Postponed until 6:30 p.m. Monday at Field #1. 

Sophomore running back Darnell Woolfolk plunged into the end zone for the first touchdown of the day during Army West Point Football’s scrimmage to close 
out preseason fall camp Aug. 13 at Michie Stadium.                     Photo by Mady salVani/arMy athletic coMMunications

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Football team closed 
out its preseason fall camp with a scrimmage 
Aug. 13 at Michie Stadium.

Head coach Jeff Monken concluded his 
third camp at the helm of the program. The 
offense scored twice, while the defense and punt 
coverage team forced turnovers.

The Black Knights played under sunny skies 
and hot and humid conditions at West Point. 
The team shuttled out the first, second and 
third team offenses throughout the scrimmage 
and provided multiple water breaks due to the 
extreme heat.

Scrimmage highlights:
• The offense scored on its opening drive 

with an 75-yard scoring march;
• The drive included six-straight first downs 

and Darnell Woolfolk plunged in from one-yard 
out for the first touchdown of the day;

• The offense took advantage of a fumble on 
a kickoff as Cole Macek scored from 11 yards 
out for the second score of the scrimmage;

• Eddy Ruzga blocked the extra point, going 
up the middle and getting his finger tips on the 

ball to force it wide;
• Nick Schrage boomed a 65-yard punt that 

pinned the ball inside the 10 yard line. Schrage 
was a place kicker in 2015, but is the Black 
Knight's top punter;

• The defense got a stop to start the second 
quarter as Calen Holt blew up a reverse in the 
backfield;

• Tim Garner also had a long punt that was 
50 yards and got inside the 10 yard line;

• Malik McGue scampered for 24 yards 
late in the second quarter for the longest run of 
the scrimmage;

• Glen Coates took a wide receiver reverse 
for a first down and a gain of 23 yards;

• The offense was going in for a score 
when McGue mishandled the snap and Anthony 
Battaglia recovered for the defense.

First Team Offense:  QB Ahmad 
Bradshaw, RB Darnell Woolfolk, RB Tyler 
Campbell, RB Jordan Asberry, WR Edgar Poe, 
WR Jeff Ejekam, OL Colby Enegren, OL Justin 
Gilbert, OL Joshua Boylan, OL Mike Houghton 
and OL Brett Toth.

First Team Defense: DL John Voit, 
DL Raymond Wright, DL Eddy Ruzga, OLB 
Kenneth Brinson, ILB Andrew King, ILB 

Jeremy Timpf, OLB Alex Aukerman, DB 
Brandon Jackson, DB Marcus Hyatt, DB Xavier 
Moss and DB Max Regan. 

Upcoming Week: The Black Knights 
returned to classes on Monday morning and 
Army was back on the practice field Tuesday. 
The Black Knights kick off the 2016 schedule 

at Temple Sept. 2 at Lincoln Financial Field in 
Philadelphia.

Changes to 2017 Schedule: Army West 
Point Athletics announced a few changes to the 
2017 football schedule. 

The up-to-date slate is available on 
GoArmyWestPoint.com.
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