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The U.S. Military Academy Class of 2020 concluded Cadet Basic 
Training with a 12-mile road march from Camp Buckner to West Point 
Monday. March Back is the culminating event of six weeks of Cadet 
Basic Training, a rigorous program that trains new cadets in basic 
military skills and prepares them for entry into the U.S. Corps of Cadets. 
The next step for them is Acceptance Day Saturday and the fi rst day 
of the academic year Monday. See Page 3 for story and photos on 
Marchback.              Photo by John PEllino/dPtMs Vid 

Class of 2020:
Visionary LeadersCommand Sgt.  Maj. 

T i m o t h y  A .  G u d e n 
( l e f t )  i nspec ts  the 
n o n c o m m i s s i o n e d 
officer’s sword as he 
assumes responsibility 
for the U.S. Military 
Academy Monday at 
Cullum Hall. Guden joins 
Superintendent Lt. Gen. 
Robert L. Caslen, Jr., 
(right) to form West 
Point’s senior command 
team. Photo by staff sgt. 
Vito t. bryant/UsMa Pao

Guden joins Command Team
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Welcome back from summer, 
here’s to a great academic year
By Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
USMA Superintendent

First, let me welcome everyone back from a great 
summer as we begin a new academic year.  There was a 
lot of great training that took place, both here and around 
the globe. Thank you for representing yourselves and 
West Point in outstanding fashion and I look forward to 
hearing about your experiences.

As you know, we are saddened by the recent losses 
of two of our cadets, Cadet Mitchell Winey (Class of 
2018) and Cadet Thomas Surdyke (Class of 2019), as 
well as a recent graduate, 2nd Lt. Michael Parros (Class 
of 2016). These three incredible young men were great 
teammates and epitomized the values of Duty, Honor, 
Country in all that they did. 

They will be truly missed and I would ask that you 
continue to keep their families and friends in your thoughts and prayers.

This week, our New Cadets from the Class of 2020—“With Vision We Lead”—successfully 
completed their 12-mile march back from Camp Buckner, marking the completion of their Cadet 
Basic Training. They were joined by staff, faculty and more than 315 graduates representing 
40 classes ranging from the Class of 1948 to the Class of 2015.  

Those who participated in March Back couldn’t help but feel energized being around these 
incredible young men and women, who have chosen to serve our nation. It’s been a long six 
weeks of training and these New Cadets have come a long way since saying goodbye to their 
families and stepping on the bus on R-Day.  But through the exhaustion and the hard work, you 
could see the pride in their faces during the march back, as they completed CBT.  I know we’re 
all proud of them and I’m looking forward to when the Class of 2020 is formally accepted into 
the Corps of Cadets this weekend.

Thank you to the USCC staff, cadre, the cadet upperclassmen and everyone throughout 
the West Point community involved in the safe and successful execution of all of our summer 
field training. I’m pleased with the increased intensity that went into this summer’s programs, 
but we will still do a good after action report to ensure we capture what worked and focus on 
fixing what could have worked better.

So, as we prepare to begin another great academic year, I’d like to remind you that the 
privilege of developing these future leaders of character is one shared by every member of 
the West Point team. We are all responsible for establishing, maintaining and enforcing high 
standards, both for the cadets and for ourselves, and every interaction with cadets, whether in 
the classroom, on the athletic field, on the parade field, or even in your homes, is an opportunity 
for leader development.

I’d also like to welcome our newest member to the USMA leadership team: Command Sgt. 
Maj. Timothy Guden, who assumed responsibility as the USMA Command Sergeant Major 
this week. Sergeant Maj. Guden and his family come to West Point from the Washington D.C. 
area, where he served as the command sergeant major for Military District of Washington.  

He brings a wealth of experience to our team, having also served as command sergeant 
major for the Army Infantry School, the Maneuver Center of Excellence and Fort Benning, 
and 2nd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division.  

He’s a great role model for the Corps of Cadets, as well as everyone on the West Point 
team, and I know we all look forward to his leadership.

Thank you all for your hard work this summer, your commitment to excellence and for 
all you do to make West Point the world’s premier leader development institution. Here’s to 
a great new academic year!

Beat Navy!

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Reorganization Week runs Monday through 
Friday (Aug. 8-12) and it’s where cadets 
returning from summer vacation, summer 
training, the cadet cadre training new cadets and 
1,271 members of the Class of 2020 prepare for 
the new academic year ahead. 

The Class of 2020 just completed the 
traditional 12-mile March Back from Camp 
Buckner Monday signifying the completion of 
six weeks of basic training. 

Joining the Class of 2020 on their march 
were staff, faculty and roughly 315 graduates 
ranging from the Class of 1948 to the Class 
of 2015 in support, and the Class of 2020 will 
officially become members of the Corps of 
Cadets Saturday during Acceptance Day and 
will no longer be addressed as ‘new cadets.’

There are two reorganization weeks a year 
at the U.S. Military Academy, one beginning 
the new academic year after summer training 
in August and another after the first semester 
and winter break in January.

There are a lot of changes during Reorgy 
Week. Cadets change company assignments to 
academic assignments, move into new barracks 
and meet new roommates. 

Cadets will be able to pick up their personal 
possessions stored during Cadet Basic Training, 
will have some communication with the outside 
world, receive their academic schedule and 

the Class of 2020 will receive homework 
assignments that must be completed prior to the 
first day of class.

“Reorgy Week is always hectic,” Class 
of 2017 Cadet Amanda Blanco said. “You’re 
always running around being issued equipment 
and attending briefings and I will be meeting my 
new roommate. It’s a hot mess.”

Each company is made up of all four classes 
of cadets, with the upperclassmen having 
the leadership responsibilities. Yearlings will 
be team leaders to one or two Class of 2020 
cadets for the year. The team leader will help 
the new cadets, or soon-to-be-plebes, navigate 
the first year and will mentor the cadets. 
Cows, or juniors, are the cadet companies’ 
non-commissioned officers and firsties are the 
Company Officers. 

The Class of 2020 are introduced to 
the Corps of Cadets and there will be three 
upperclassmen for every one new cadet. Until 
classes start, upperclassmen cadets may give 
plebes-to-be a lot of attention.

“This wasn’t too hectic, especially if the 
equipment we are issued is good,” Class of 2019 
Cadet John Snurkowski said. “I’ve been through 
it before and I know what is going on.” 

Snurkowski said his dad is in the military 
stationed at Fort Hood, Texas and he has always 
wanted to be in the military as far as he can 
remember.

“I love the military,” he said.  “I have always 
wanted to be in the military.”

Reorgy Week kicks off 
first semester of AY ‘16-17 

Cadets ready 
t h e m s e l v e s 
f o r  t h e 
academic year 
by  rece iv ing 
c o m p u t e r s , 
M-14s, sabers, 
b o o k s  a n d 
computers and 
other necessary 
i tems dur ing 
Reorganization  
Week Aug. 8-12.  
(Above) Cadets 
are picking up 
their computers 
a n d  i P a d s 
Tuesday.
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New Cadets finish March Back, complete 
transition from Civilians to Plebe Year
Story by Michelle Eberhart

“Beast wasn’t as bad as I predicted it to be, 
but I would be lying if I said it was easy,” New 
Cadet Charles Willis said.  Willis sat atop Victor 
Constant Ski Slope Monday as one of the 1,271 
new cadets of the Class of 2020 who completed 
the 12-mile March Back, a culmination of the 
six-week rigorous basic training that the new 
cadets have braved since R-Day on June 27.

“It was a very difficult thing, we all endured 
different hardships,” Willis noted of his six-
week experience. “For others it might have 
been the intensity, maybe following directions, 
or keeping up physically, but for me, it was 
homesickness.”

Willis’ mother and brother are at home 
in Pennsylvania while his father is serving 
overseas in Afghanistan.

“I’ve been receiving letters from him and 
I’ve been sending letters to him,” Willis said of 
his dad.  “The last time I actually spoke to him 
was the Monday of the second week and that 
was during my two-minute phone call.”

Willis knows his father is proud of him but 
hopes to show him how much he’s grown up 
this summer.

“Looking back on it now, I’ve definitely 
developed a lot since day one,” Willis said.  
“Now I have the confidence to do a lot of the 
military and cadet stuff that we’re required to 
do... you learn a lot of the basics of being a 
Soldier.”

Those “basics” include rifle marksmanship, 
the gas chamber, land navigation, rappelling and 
mountain climbing, to name a few.

 “First detail was learning more about how to 

be a good cadet, learning discipline and respect 
and really helping us change from civilian life 
to cadet life, and that was great,” New Cadet 
Amy Ziccarello explained of Beast. “Second 
detail was a little more relaxed as we were out in 
the field almost the entire time.  It was fantastic 
being able to be at Buckner for the 12 days, it 
was a cool experience.”

Ziccarello said that Beast allowed her to 
face her fears.

“The best moment was after we got to the 
top of the rock climbing, that was a big thing 
for me,” she said.  “I don’t really have any rock 
climbing experience and that was really cool 
to do and I’m not a huge fan of heights and I 
was really proud of myself after I was able to 
do that.”

Aside from overcoming obstacles, Ziccarello 
stated that it was during second detail that she 
formed a lot of friendships.

“We got to do a lot of amazing things like 
shooting machine guns, throwing grenades, 
launching missiles, live fire and team-based 
things,” Ziccarello said.  “I got a lot closer to the 
other new cadets that were here and we really 
learned the value of teamwork and had to rely 
on each other.”

New Cadet Adam Hudler has enjoyed his 
transition to becoming a cadet.

“It’s very different than the civilian world 
but exciting, still very challenging, but the 
new standards compel you to do your best 
in everything and so that’s what makes you 
feel a part of the atmosphere here, all of the 
camaraderie,” Hudler said.  “I’ve become very 
good friends with everybody in my platoon.”

Hudler stated that his favorite components 

of training included the qualification range 
and the rappel course, but noted that the most 
memorable part was also the most difficult.

“The most challenging part was the FTX 
Session 1 when we were trapped in torrential 
downpour over 24 hours,” he said.

Hudler said that despite the challenges, the 
whole experience was “rewarding.”

“It was strangely fun,” New Cadet Bryson 
Hodges said of Cadet Basic Training.  “Every 

day seemed really long, but in the end, it seemed 
really short and I’m glad I went through it all. 
It was hard being away from my family for so 
long, it was hard without my cellphone, MRE’s 
stink, but overall, I’m very glad to have learned 
the things I learned.”

Hodges, along with most of the other cadets, 
had one priority upon completing March Back: 
“As soon as I have my cellphone, I’m going to 
call my parents.” 

New Cadets from the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2020 conclude Cadet Basic Training with a 12-mile road march from Camp Buckner to West Point on Monday.

Family members and friends of the Class of 2020 line Washington Road to cheer 
their new cadets back from the field during March Back Monday.  
              Photos by staff sgt. Vito bryant/UsMa Pao
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National Night Out a success at West Point
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point National Night Out Aug. 2 was a great 
success with the community coming out celebrating and getting 
acquainted with emergency personnel like police, firefighters and 
other emergency service members who keep the community safe.

The event was a great spectacle for all involved.
Firefighters endured children attempting to dump them in 

water in a ‘dunk tank’ by throwing a ball at a round target, which 
would dunk the firefighter standing on a platform into the water. 

West Point Criminal Investigation Command demonstrated 
how to transfer fingerprints or footprints from items like a 
drinking glass or a floor and ink them for identification. The 
military police canine unit demonstrated how they train Military 
Working Dogs and the objects used to protect the trainers from 
bites and scratches while training a dog to attack a “bad guy,” 
and allowed children and adults inside the Mobile Command 
Unit used for incident management and to explore police and 
firetrucks. 

The Mobile Command Unit can dispatch police and other 
emergency personnel, engage in data analysis and processing in 
case of emergencies, and provide direction.

Paws for a Cause, which is part of the Red Cross, led some 
of their therapy dogs around the area. Ivy Grace is one therapy 
dog that is on wheels. Ivy Grace’s hind legs are paralyzed so she 
uses wheels strapped to her body to walk and run. 

“The dogs are used for anyone who needs to feel better and 
are used for crowds,” Budd Schucks, a trainer, said. “They are 
therapy dogs, not service dogs. We are part of the Red Cross and 
we are at West Point once a week.”

There were plenty of hamburgers, hot dogs, popcorn and 
other snacks and games for children including a bouncy house, 
bowling and hula hoops. Children also had the opportunity to 
investigate the Mobile Command Unit, firetrucks and police cars.

“This is so interesting,” Zofia Hefflefinger said. “It is so cool 
that they come here to teach kids. It is really needed. Footprints 
and fingerprints help keep our community safe.”

Firefighters, police, canine police and therapy dogs interacted with community members Aug. 2 for the 
sixth annual National Night Out, an event that brings community members and safety personnel like 
police and firemen together to let them know what their jobs are like and to introduce safety personnel 
to their communities. 

Hefflefinger was one of the children who learned how to take 
fingerprints and how police transfer prints from objects. Military 
Police also hold events where they will collect identification kits 
from children such as a strand of hair, fingerprints, social security 
number and other information in case a child gets separated from 
their family.

National Night Out began with the National Association of 

Town Watch in 1984 as a way to bring people out on their porches 
or stoops as a symbolic statement against neighborhood crime. 
Since then, the event has grown nationally and nearly every 
community, including neighboring Newburgh, hosts an annual 
National Night Out with food, music and games that resembles a 
large block party. The event generally takes place on the second 
Tuesday in August. 

(Above) Army Criminal Investigation Command 
Special Agent Michael Van Houten shows two 
friends how they take fingerprints during the sixth 
annual West Point National Night Out Aug. 2. The 
National Night Out is a national community effort 
to bring communities together with their police, 
firemen and other safety personnel to demonstrate 
what they do on their jobs. (Left) Entel, Ava and 
Nina Len play with dog, Ivy Grace, and handler 
Kathy Schuck from Paws for a Cause. Ivy Grace's 
hind legs are paralyzed and uses wheels to walk 
and run. The dog is used for therapy and comes 
to West Point once a week at the Army Community 
Service building.
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Cadets and faculty 
stand in front of the 
Galle Face Hotel in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, 
during an Advanced 
Individual Academic 
Development trip to 
study Sri Lanka’s 
end of its civil war 
and postwar efforts 
of reconciliation. 

Story and photo submitted by Lionel M. Beehner, Ph.D.
Modern War Institute Assistant Professor and Course 
Director

A team of West Point faculty and cadets visited Sri Lanka 
from July 19-Aug. 2 for an Advanced Academic Individual 
Development trip to study the end of its decades-long civil war 
and to observe its postwar efforts of reconciliation. 

Sponsored by the Modern War Institute, the team from 
West Point met with senior members of the Sri Lankan military, 
toured the naval base at Trincomalee and met with cadets in their 
military academy. 

Cadets also interviewed several Tamil opposition leaders, 
members of civil society, independent journalists and victims 

West Point Cadets visit Sri Lanka Battlefield
of the war, which took tens of thousands of lives. 

The war was fought between the Sri Lankan government and 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), or Tamil Tigers, 
a separatist group that popularized the use of suicide bombers, 
human shields and child soldiers. The bulk of the fighting 
occurred in its predominant Tamil northern areas.  

The trip began in Colombo, Sri Lanka’s vibrant capital, 
bustling with cranes and construction. The group met a number 
of civil society representatives, as well as members of the Sri 
Lankan Air Force and Army. The group then toured the battle-
scarred regions of the north, and conducted a cadet-led “staff 
ride” of sorts, as cadets provided detailed presentations on the 
battlefield terrain and military decision-making at some of the 
key battles of the war. The key battles included the beachfront 
“no fire zone” at Mullaitivu where the war ended in May 2009, 
the Tiger stronghold of Kilinochchi, and the strategic corridor 
known as Elephant Pass. 

The aim of the AIAD was twofold: First, the trip was meant 
to study a “warm” battlefield as a way of understanding how 
civil wars and counterinsurgencies end. Cadets were given direct 
access to combatants on both sides of the conflict. 

“So much of what we study at West Point is abstract, 
impersonal and cold,” Class of 2017 Cadet Austin Willard said. 
“We rarely get a chance to sit across the table from a victim 
who lost her husband during the conflict and experience the raw 
emotions that are so pervasive in a conflict zone.” 

Second, the trip provided cadets a crash course in the best 
practices of doing ethnographic research in a postwar setting. 

That is, cadets were trained in participant observation, carrying 
out semi-structured interviews, and gathering and analyzing 
qualitative data. 

“It was fascinating to see how you can talk to 12 different 
people about the same event and get 12 completely different 
accounts of what happened,” Class of 2018 Cadet Emma 
Davenport said.

Each day cadets met with a Defense and Strategic Studies 
(DSS) faculty to go over readings on civil war, violence and 
war termination. They then went out in the “field” to conduct 
research and interview subjects. At night over dinner, faculty and 
cadets discussed how the interviews they conducted confirmed 
or challenged the theories from the readings. 

The final product of the trip will be a MWI-sponsored 
battlefield assessment that examines some of the military lessons 
and political implications of using overwhelming force to put 
down insurgencies.   
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Class of ‘70 dedicates project to reconnect 
Kosciuszko’s Garden to Flirtation Walk
Story and photos by Maj. Scot Keith
Command Information Chief

Members of the Class of 1970 gathered 
in Kosciuszko’s Garden Sunday to dedicate a 
project that will reconnect the garden to the 
Revolutionary Supply Trail, and bring attention 
to the preservation efforts of one of the most 
extensive series of fortifications from the 
American Revolution still in existence today. 

The Revolutionary Supply Trail, nicknamed 
Flirtation Walk, is a popular location for cadets 
and their guests to visit at West Point. 

“The West Point Class of 1970 in partnership 
with The Friends of the American Revolution at 
West Point, the West Point Garrison and with 
the support of the Superintendent of West Point, 
has dedicated funds to reopen an historic trail 
in existence from the time of the revolution but 
closed off for the past 25 years due to significant 
erosion,” said Dr. Betsey Blakeslee, president 
of the Friends of the American Revolution at 
West Point, Inc.

The project consists of three distinct 
initiatives:

• The clearing and reconstruction of 
the trail that makes up over a quarter of the 
Revolutionary Supply Trail;

• The installation of two highly engineered 
steel frameworks that will be dropped in by 

crane to reinforce the eroded sections of the trail;
• The designation and explanation of the 

history of Battery Knox, which existed on this 
portion of the Revolutionary Supply Trail but 
was covered over by the Lincoln Hall Parking 
Lot in the 1980’s.

“This project brings significant visibility 
to the efforts to save the over 30 sites from the 
Revolution at West Point that are eroding and 
could be lost in our lifetime,” Blakeslee said. 
“As a result, we hope that your example and the 
visibility of this project will inspire other classes 
at West Point and additional private donors to 
contribute to the $5-7 million project it will take 
to restore the fortifications as Fort Putnam and 
Fort Ticonderoga have been restored.”

Made up of over 30 forts, batteries and 
redoubts at West Point, Constitution Island and 
in Putnam County, many of the fortifications are 
in need of stabilization and restoration.

“Once the history is gone you can’t bring 
it back,” said Col. Wayne Green, U.S. Military 
Academy chief of staff. “So to have this in 
memory here as a reminder of those that came 
before us and sacrificed for us is ultimately 
contributing to our purpose of inspiring leaders 
of character today.  Thank you for your efforts 
not only in this project, but for all you’ve done 
for West Point in your service both in and out 
of uniform.”

Dr. David Brown, president of the Class of 1970, along with Col. Wayne Green, 
U.S. Military Academy chief of staff; John Connors, vice president and first 
captain of the Class of 1970; and Dr. Betsey Blakeslee, president of the Friends 
of the American Revolution at West Point, cut the ribbon at a ceremony in 
Kosciuszko's Garden Sunday. The ceremony recognized the first major initiative 
in the Class of 1970’s preservation efforts of the fortification system from the 
American Revolution at West Point. Their initial $150,000 donation will reconnect 
Kosciuszko’s Garden to the Revolutionary Supply Trail, and will also provide 
designation for Battery Knox.

Dr. Betsey Blakeslee (far left), president of the Friends of the American 
Revolution at West Point, speaks to members of the Class of 1970 about the 
initiatives to perserve Kosciuszko’s Garden and connect it to the Revolutionary 
Supply Trail.
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The West Point MWR Sports Office 
will conduct the fourth annual West Point 
Women’s Softball All-Star Game at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday at H-Lot Softball Fields. 

Any West Point woman may participate 
whether she played in the league or not. All 
players must have a military or DOD ID Card 
to participate. MWR needs at least 20 women 
to participate for the game to be played.

To sign up, email Jim McGuinness at jim.
mcguinness@usma.edu or call 938-3033.

West Point Women’s 
Softball All-Star Game

2016 Top 
A w a r d s  
within the 

Corps
Army Football Head 
Coach Jeff Monken (left) 
stands with Class of 2017 
Cadet Jeremy Timpf, 
USMA Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Robert L Caslen 
Jr. and Class of 2017 
Cadet Andrew King as 
the two cadets received 
the Distinguished Cadet 
Award in Football at 
the Superintendent's 
Convocation Tuesday at 
Eisenhower Hall.  
    Photo by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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The  Army  Wes t 
Point Football team 
welcomes the public 
to Michie Stadium 
today for Michie 
Movie Night. Gates 
open at 5 p.m. and 
children are invited 
on the f ie ld  for 
various activities 
with cadet-athletes. 
This year's movie, 
“The Jungle Book,” 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
Football players will 
also be on hand to 
sign autographs 
before the start of 
the movie. Fans can 
bring blankets and 
enjoy the movie on 
the videoboard from 
the field or stands. 
Concessions will 
be avai lable  for 
purchase.   
               CoUrtEsy PhotoMichie Movie Night
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allyyy_hayyy: Cuz everyone knows I’m obsessed with my 
roommate! Reunited and it feels sooooooo good!! 

#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma facebook.com/westpointusma

tc_349: Graduation from the FBI Crisis Negotiation 
Course and now certified as a primary crisis negotiator.

brando_brando_: Back at it again...

michaela_jane11: Got to do 
the 12 mile March Back with 
my dad. What a fantastic way 
to start firstie year! 



10 August 11, 2016 Pointer View  

FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
5th annual Storm King Run

The fifth annual Storm King Run along the historic Hudson 
River is scheduled for Aug. 21. The event inclues a 10K, 5K and 
1-Mile Kids Fun Run. The start and finish is near West Point’s 
Washington Gate along Route 218.

The event schedule includes the Packet Pick-Up and On-Site 
Registration opening at 7:30 a.m.; the 1-Mile Kids Fun Run 
(Ages 11 and under) at 9 a.m.; and the 10K/5K start at 9:15 a.m.

There are awards for the top-three finishers in each age/gender 
category. Food and drinks are provided. There are T-shirts for 
the first 400 registrants. 

For details, visit and register at rotary-wphf.org or call 
845-446-4106.

Protestant Women of the Chapel kickoff and sign-up
Protestant Women of the Chapel (PWOC) will host a sneak 

peek and sign-up for its upcoming year 9-11 a.m. Aug. 31 at 
the Post Chapel Annex next to Boundless Park on Biddle Loop. 
Children are welcome. 

PWOC will kickoff from 9-11 a.m. Sept. 7 at the West Point 
Post Chapel, Bldg. 692, Biddle Loop. Childcare is available.  

Keep connected on Facebook at West Point PWOC and email 
your questions to wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

FEGLI Open Season
Federal Employees’ Group Life Insurance (FEGLI) is having 

its first open season in 12 years. The open season runs from Sept. 
1-30. Open season elections become effective in October 2017. 

Visit the Army Benefits Center website for more information 
on Basic and Optional coverages at  https://www.abc.army.mil/
Life/Life.htm. 

Employees can make elections directly through the Employee 
Benefits Information System (EBIS), or call the Army Benefits 
Center at 1-877-276-9287.

Out of the Darkness Community Walk
The third annual West Point Out of the Darkness Community 

Walk is scheduled for Sept. 24 at Daly Field. Check-in and 
registration is at 9 a.m. The walk begins at 10 a.m.

The walk is to raise awareness of suicide and suicide 
prevention. 

To register, visit http://afsp.donordrive.com/event/
westpoint/. For details, call George M. Barnes at 845-938-2912 
or email George.Barnes@usma.edu. 

4th Class Sponsorship Program sign-ups
Don’t forget the sign-up on the Academy Management 

System website at https://apps.usma.edu/ for the 4th Class 
Sponsorship Program that is ongoing. 

If you didn’t have a chance to host a new cadet for New Cadet 
Visitation Day, you can still request to sponsor new cadets for 
the academic year. 

For details, contact Bob Brown, USCC operations, at 845-
938-8609. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
“Perseids and Popsicles” to Celebrate Meteor Shower 

Join the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum for a brand new 
event, Perseids and Popsicles, at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at program 
the Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across 
from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall.  

Each August, the Perseid meteor shower reappears and the 
Museum’s dark skies make for a brilliant show. Learn about the 
history and science behind the Perseids meteor shower. 

Pre-paid registration is required. For details or to register, 

visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.  

Hudson Valley Blood Services
The Masons of West Point Lodge #877 in Highland Falls, 

in conjunction with the Hudson Valley Blood Services, is 
sponsoring a Blood Drive from 3:30-8 p.m. Aug. 18 on the 
second floor of the Masonic Lodge, located at 314 Main Street, 
Highland Falls. 

Donors must be at least 16 years of age, weigh a minimum of 
110 pounds and not have donated blood within the last 54 days. 
Donors must also have a picture ID. Sixteen-year-olds must also 
have a parental consent form. 

For more details or to schedule an appointment, call the Blood 
Drive Coordinator at 845-496-8589.

Second (Indianhead) Division Association
The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 

for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time. 

For information about the association and its 95th annual 
reunion in Springfield, Missouri, from Sept. 20-24, contact 
secretary-treasurer, Bob Haynes, at 2idahq@comcast.net or 
224-225-1202; or visit www.2ida.org.

Highlands Farmers Market is open
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market is open 

for the 2016 season every Sunday. The farmers and food vendors 
who local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days 
a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum.

 
Army West Point Gymnastics World Record Event

The Army West Point Gymnastics Program wants to get the 
entire Corps of Cadets, local schools and gymnastics programs 
involved in shattering the current world record for the most 
people performing cartwheels simultaneously.

West Point has been selected as the site for the 2017 NCAA 
Men’s Division I Gymnastics Championships. This three-day 
competition will be held April 20-22, 2017 at Christl Arena. 

This marks the third time since 2005 that West Point has 
hosted this championship meet. 

To celebrate the occasion and demonstrate to the world 
that all West Point cadets are trained in activities that promote 
and enhance a healthy lifestyle, physical fitness and movement 
behavior, the Academy wants to break the current  cartwheels 
record, which is 690. 

This event can easily break this record and it’s West Point’s  
intent to do it in a manner that showcases the professionalism, 
athleticism and spirit of West Point to the Nation. The intent is to 
break the world record at 11:30 a.m. April 20. This is a Thursday, 
which is the first day of the NCAA Championships. 

Groups interested in participating in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity should contact Head Gymnastics Coach, Doug Van 
Everen, at 845-938-3802 or email at Doug.VanEveren@usma.edu 
or Capt. Josh Burnett, Army West Point Gymnastics Operations 
Officer, at 845-938-6623 or email at Joshua.Burnett@usma.edu.

2016 Women’s Equality Day
The West Point Equal Opportunity Office is sponsoring 

2016 Women’s Equality Day at noon Aug. 26 at the West 
Point Club.

The theme of the event is “Celebrating Women’s Right 
to Vote.” Guest speaker is Donna Lieberman, who is the 
executive director of the New York Civil Liberties Union.

Staff and Faculty must RSVP to EO@usma.edu by Aug. 
19. After Aug. 19, lunch can not be guaranteed.

Cadets must sign-up online at https://cis.usma.eu.
For details, contact the USMA EO Office at 938-6745 or   

the USCC EO Office at 938-8456, or email EO@usma.edu.

Community

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Functional Academic Skills Training

It’s that time again as the West Point Education Center is 
offering another Functional Academic Skills Training at the 
Center from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Sept. 6-27, except Sept. 9 and 14.

Raise your General Technical (GT) score through Functional 
Academic Skills Training (FAST) at the Army Education Center, 
683 Buckner Loop (next to Subway).

For details, contact Nancy Judd at 845-938-3464 or Tonya 
Rauckhorst at 845-938-5389.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Fort Putnam summer hours 
Fort Putnam is open this summer for general access from 11 

a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the month of 
August. There is no admission fee.
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FEATURED EVENT
Flag Football League sign-ups

The MWR Sports offi ce will conduct the 2016 West Point 
Flag Football League sign up. 

It is open to all USMA personnel 18 years of age and older. 
Games will be played on Monday and Wednesday 

evenings starting Sept.7. Deadline for entries will be Aug. 31. 
For details, contact James McGuinness at 938-3066, or 

email at Jim.McGuinness@usma.edu.

CYS Services Sports JBK Soccer Tryouts
Junior Black Knights soccer tryouts for all ages will be held 

at 6 p.m. Wednesday at H-Lot Field. 
For more details, call 938-8896.

Teens Summer Boat Ride 
If you are new to or entering ninth grade at James I. O’Neill 

High School, join us for a Hudson River Boat Ride Aug. 24.  
Boarding of the Superintendent’s boat begins at 1:30 p.m. at 

South Dock and we will cruise the Hudson River from 2-4 p.m. 
Admission is a bag of chips, package of cookies or beverage 

(soda) to share, along with a signed permission slip.  
For more details, call 938-2092 (School Liaison Offi ce) or 

938-3550 (MST). A signed permission slip is required to board 
the boat.

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences 
for children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

CYS Services Sports Needs Coaches
Volunteer coaches are needed to coach starting Aug. 29 for 

Just 4 U Soccer (age 4), Division A Soccer (ages 5-6), Division 
B Soccer (ages 7-8), Division C Soccer (ages 9-10). 

Children’s registration fees will be waivered for volunteer 
coaches. For more details, call 938-8896.

 
Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps

Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 
riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 

There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers. For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.
com/morgan.

Learn to Play Tennis from the Pros
Free tennis clinics at West Point. The Blue Sky Foundation, 

Inc. is bringing its “Boots on the Court” program to West Point’s 
Lichtenberg Tennis Center Aug. 28. 

Come out and have fun while learning the fi ner points of the 
game from a team of former professional players and certifi ed 
teaching pros. Participation is limited to West Point families 
and military ID cardholders. Space is limited, so sign-up early. 

Racquets, T-shirts, hats, prizes and refreshments will be 
provided. The schedule is as follows:

• Youth Clinic (ages 4-7)—11 a.m.-noon;
• Pre-Teen Clinic (ages 8-12)—12:15-1:15 p.m.;
• Junior Clinic (ages 13-18)—1:30-2:30 p.m.;
• Adult Clinic (ages 19+)—2:45-4 p.m.
To register, visit https://bootsonthecourtwestpoint2016.

eventbrite.com. For details, call Kirsten Rautter at 938-8893.

Arts & Crafts August classes 
• Today—Cookies and Canvas, “Dragonfl y,” 5-6:30 p.m. We 

provide the snacks, paint and pre-sketched canvas, you provide 
the kids. Children must be accompanied by an adult (18+).

• Aug. 23—Wine & Paint, “Poppies at Sunset,” 5-7 p.m. 
Grab a snack and a beverage and join us for a relaxed evening 
of art instruction and fun. Paint a 16x20 canvas. 

Registration is required one week prior to class. For more 
details, call 938-4812.

FOR THE YOUTHS

August events with Leisure Travel Services
Join Leisure Travel Services for its August events. The 

upcoming events include: 
• Friday—Trip to Saratoga Raceway. Come see thoroughbred 

racing at is best. Leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave Saratoga at 
6 p.m. 

For ticket pricing, reservations and more information, call 
938-3601.

Yoga at Trophy Point 
Join the MWR Fitness Center at Trophy Point for Outdoor 

Yoga with Christine. Classes start at 8:40 a.m., weather 
permitting. Classes are scheduled for Aug. 20, Sept. 3 and 17. 

There is a minimal fee for this class. For details, call 938-
6490.

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. on Aug. 25 for the 

FOR THE ADULTS

Don’t forget to bring your blankets or lawn chairs. 
For details, call 845-938-0123.

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

Delafi eld Pond is now open
Delafi eld Pond is now open for swimming. Hours of operation 

are 11 a.m.-6 p.m., seven days a week. 
Family Splash Passes and Punch Cards are available for 

purchase, so come on out and start soaking up the sun for the 
summer fi lled with sun and fun in the water.

For details, call 938-5158.

Certifi ed Golf Lessons
The West Point Golf Course is now offering individual 

certifi ed golf lessons with Andy Crane, PGA professional.
 Group rates are also available. For details, call 938-2435.

Newcomers Hudson Cruise with ACS
The Newcomers Hudson Cruise is open to all West Point 

newcomers and their families who have inprocessed to West 
Point. Enjoy a cruise on the Hudson River starting at 1 p.m. 
Aug. 18. 

For details, call 938-3487.

Unifi ed Sports
The Exceptional Family Member Program will continue 

working with the West Point cadets to facilitate Unifi ed Sports. 
MWR believes in bringing people together and fostering an 
environment of friendship, support and compassion through 
several different activities. 

Through Unifi ed Sports, you can take part with our dedicated 
cadet volunteers in a series of outdoor sport activities. 

Join us as we create friendships, learn and most importantly, 
have fun.

Upcoming Unifi ed Sports dates include:
• Aug. 21—Unifi ed Sports on the Plain; 
• Sept. 18—Unifi ed Trail (Constitution Island); 
• Oct. 2—Unifi ed Patch (Pumpkin/Apple Picking); 
• Oct. 16—Unifi ed Riding (Horseback);
• Oct. 30—Unifi ed Hoops (Tentative);
• Nov. 6—Unifi ed Learning; 
• Nov. 20—Unifi ed Tennis.
For details, call 938-5655/0232 or email us at Josephine.

toohey@usma.edu or lucia.mendez@usma.edu.

Back to School Family Night
Join the West Point Club from 6-8:30 p.m. Aug. 26 for a 

family night dinner buffet. It’s time to reconnect with old friends 
and welcome new friends to the West Point community. 

There will be face painting, an ice cream truck, manicure 
station, tattoo station, photo booth, balloon artist and a magician.

There is a minimal fee for this event. Reservations are 
required by calling 938-5102. 

ODR 2016 Summer Movie Series 
MWR Outdoor Recreation presents free movies to the public 

on a giant infl atable movie screen. The upcoming movies are:
• Aug. 27—Minions, 8 p.m. at H Lot Fields;
• Sept. 17—Tangled, 7:30 p.m., H Lot Fields.

FOR THE FAMILIES

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m., 
with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. There is a fee associated with this 
event (fee includes greens-fee, cart, prizes and reception). 

Call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435 for more details.

MWR Fitness Center’s Ring Run 5K
Building Esprit de Corps amongst the West Point community. 

The Ring Run 5K will be held Aug. 27 with a shotgun start at 8 
a.m. Race Day registration begins at 7 a.m. 

Pre-registration begins Friday. The start and fi nish of the race 
is at the MWR Fitness Center. Cadets run free, but must register. 

Strollers and leashed dogs are welcome. Prizes will be given 
to the top runners. After the race, enjoy light refreshments. There 
is a minimal fee for this event. For details, call 938-6490.

Driving Range open weekends
The Driving Range at the West Point Golf Course is open 

through Sept. 4. The Driving Range will be open from 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting). 

One size bucket of balls will be available and MWR will have 
limited concession services available for additional purchase. 

For details, call 845-938-2435.
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Keller Corner

• Home Depot Kids Workshop: 
Home Depot Kids Workshop at B126 
Washington Road from 3-4:30 p.m. Tuesday.

A great event for children, all of the 
supplies will be provided by Home Depot 
for your child to make a wonderful project. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Friday.

• Macaroni Day: We will be making 
macaroni necklaces on Macaroni Day. Can 
you guess one of your favorite food dishes that 
includes this pasta as an ingredient? 

Friday—The BFG, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Legend of Tarzan, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Zika Virus information
Zika virus infection during pregnancy 

can cause serious birth defects. The virus is 
mainly spread by mosquitoes but can also 
spread through sexual contact. Outbreaks 
are ongoing in Mexico, Caribbean (including 
Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands), Central 
America, South America and Pacifi c Islands.

Zika virus infection has been reported in 
service members, military family members 
and retirees who live in or have traveled to 
these areas. 

Many people with Zika virus infection do 
not have symptoms. Pregnant women should  
not travel to Zika-affected areas. If you live 
in, plan travel to, or have returned from an 
area where the Zika virus has spread, please 
talk with your health care provider, MTF 
public health, or travel health clinic to learn 
how to protect you and your family. 

Additional information is available at 
www.cdc.gov/zika, www.health.mil/zika, 
and DOD’s Zika Hotline at 800-984-8523.

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will 
be offering a Childbirth Education Course 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 20 at Keller’s 4th 
fl oor classroom.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor and delivery, 
pain relief options, newborn care and 
breastfeeding. 

For more details, contact Keller ’s 
Obstetrics Unit at 938-3210. 

EDIS to conduct “free” Developmental/
Hearing Screenings

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help.  If you are a military 
or civilian family that resides at West Point 
and have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior, 

and/or social interactions please join the 
Educational & Developmental Intervention 
Services (EDIS) at the Free Developmental/
Hearing Screenings.

The screenings will be conducted at the 
Stony Child Development Center (Bldg. 
1207 Patrick Trail) in conjunction with the 
Audiology Dept., EDIS and West Point 
Schools, for ages birth to 5 years.

The screenings are 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Sept. 13, by appointment only. 

To schedule an appointment, contact 
Keller EDIS at 845-938-2698/6868.

Keller’s Over-the-Counter medication 
program

Did you know Keller Army Community 
Hospital  has an “Over-the-Counter” 
medication program?

If you are a Keller benefi ciary and need 
OTC medication to self-care an acute minor 
illness, you can fi ll out the forms (located at 
the Keller Pharmacy) and receive up to fi ve 
items per family. 

If any symptoms persist, worsen or do not 
improve within 48 hours, it is recommended 
you consult your medical provider.

 
New system—for benefi ciaries—to let 
Keller know ‘How We Are Doing’

The Army Provider Level Satisfaction 
Survey (APLSS) was replaced on June 20, 
2016 with the Joint Outpatient Experience 
Survey (JOES). We encourage our patients 
to fi ll out the survey when they receive it in 
the mail.

JOES will combine and standardize 
long-standing methods used by the Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Defense Health Agency/
National Capital Region to learn about 
benefi ciary health care experiences with the 
goal of making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit  based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Aug. 18

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Aug. 11-18
Channels 8/23

Join West Point Family Homes at B126 
Washington Road from 10-11 a.m. Aug. 23. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Aug. 19.

• Storm King Art Center visit: Join us 
for a guided Tour of Storm King Art Center, 
in New Windsor Aug. 25. 

We will meet at the Art Center’s visitors 
center at 10 a.m. Refreshments will be 
provided after the tour. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Aug. 22 with the 
number of adults and children attending.

By Keller Army Community Hospital

The New York Blood Center, with support 
from Keller Army Community Hospital, will 
host the West Point Blood Drive Aug. 22-25 on 
the fourth fl oor of Eisenhower Hall.

Dates and times are 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Aug. 
22-24 and 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Aug. 25.

The New York Blood Center has an urgent 
need for blood donations this summer and is 
especially thankful to the West Point community 
for hosting the summer blood drive just prior to 
the Labor Day holiday when blood inventories 
are likely to be the lowest of the summer.  

“It’s simple: hospital patient demand for 
blood during the summer often outpaces our 
best efforts to recruit donors and schedule 
blood drives,” said NYBC Executive Director 
of Donor Recruitment Andrea Cefarelli.  
“There are always reasons—most schools are 
out, people are on vacation—but we have to 
overcome that for the sake of hospital patients 
who need us.”

“This is one of the toughest times of the 
year,” Cefarelli added. “We’re asking for our 
dedicated supporters to roll up their sleeves to 
make sure we’re able to provide our hospital 
partners with whatever they need to take care 
of their patients.”   

Blood products have a short shelf life—from 
fi ve to 42 days, so constant replenishment is 
necessary. 

Each and every day there are patients who 

New York Blood Center, Keller 
Army Community Hospital hosts 
West Point Blood Drive Aug. 22-25

depend on the transfusion of red blood cells, 
platelets and plasma to stay alive. 

But blood and blood products can’t be 
manufactured. They can only come from 
volunteer blood donors who take an hour to 
attend a blood drive or visit a donor center. 

New York Blood Center is proud to be the 
exclusive supplier of blood and blood products 
to Keller Army Community Hospital, providing 
nearly 1,200 products each year.  In addition, the 
New York Blood Center also provides blood and 
blood products to Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center and National Naval Medical 
Center as needed.  

Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments 
are appreciated. Visit http://goo.gl/g6ccrv to 
determine if you are eligible to give blood; 
and go to https://goo.gl/Moecxs to make an 
appointment.

From organ transplants to heart surgeries, 
today’s advanced medical care relies on blood 
transfusions. 

When one person donates a unit of blood, 
it can be separated into individual components, 
including whole blood, platelet, plasma, and 
automated red cells, to save multiple lives. 
Donating blood is a safe, simple and a satisfying 
experience. 

Donors help meet the daily transfusion 
needs of cancer and surgery patients, accident 
and burn victims, newborns and mothers 
delivering babies, AIDS and sickle cell anemia 
patients and many more.
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 West Point Summer 
Softball League Standings

Intensity present at sixth Preseason Practice

**Playoff results (Upper Bracket, single elimination)
July 26—(Quarters) No. 2 seeded ODIA #1 defeated No. 7 seeded KACH 
two games to none (6-2, 11-2). 
July 26—(Quarters) No. 1 seeded USMA Band defeated No. 8 seeded ODIA 
#2 two games to none (19-2, 11-0). 
July 26—(Quarters) No. 4 seeded Math defeated No. 5 seeded DMI two 
games to none (12-2, 11-1).
July 27—(Quarters) No. 6 seeded MPs defeated No. 3 seeded DPW two 
games to none (13-8, 12-2).
July 27—(Semis) No. 1 seeded USMA Band defeated No. 4 seeded Math 
two games to none (24-20, 20-10).
July 28—(Semis) No. 2 seeded ODIA #1 defeated No. 6 seeded MPs two 
games to one (7-3, 5-11, 15-4).
**Playoff results (Lower Bracket, double elimination)
Aug. 1—No. 9 seeded Engineers defeated No. 12 seeded ACI (11-1, 9-3).
Aug. 1—No. 11 seeded History/Social defeated No. 10 seeded CLS/PANE two 
games to none (15-14 in 8 innings, 11-1).
Aug. 2—No. 9 seeded Engineers defeated No. 11 seeded History/Social two 
games to none (13-3, 10-8).
Aug. 2—No. 10 seeded CLS/PANE wins by forfeit over No. 12 ACI (7-0, 7-0).
Aug. 3—No. 10 seeded CLS/PANE defeated No. 11 seeded History/Social two 
games to none (15-10, 10-6). 
**Championships (Upper and Lower Brackets) 
Monday—No. 1 seeded Band defeated No. 2 seeded ODIA #1 two games 
to none (9-5, 21-11).
Monday—No. 9 seeded Engineers defeated No. 10 seeded CLS/PANE two 
games to one (15-2, 11-13, 14-4).
Wednesday—Post Championship, No. 1 Band vs. No. 9 Engineers.

Junior quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw hands the ball off to sophomore running 
back Andy Davidson Aug. 6 during the West Point Football team’s conclusion 
of the first week of preseason camp.       Photo CoUrtEsy of arMy athlEtiC CoMMUniCations

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

On a hot and humid day at Howze Field, 
the Army West Point Football team concluded 
the first week of preseason camp Aug. 6 with a 
practice in full pads.

The practice was interrupted by a lightning 
delay which sent the team inside to the Foley 
Athletic Center for 20-30 minutes, but the skies 
cleared for the final hour of practice.

The team started practice with special teams 
work, including a hands team drill where players 
lined up to work on recovering onside kicks. The 
place-kickers also worked on their placement of 
the kicks during the drill.

After position drills, the team lined up 
for 11-on-11 drills inside, working on 3rd-
and-5 situations. The period was extremely 
competitive on both sides. Head coach Jeff 
Monken has set up a scoring system where 
points were rewarded for stops on the defensive 
side and conversions for the offense. The drill 
came down to the final play and the offense 
ended up winning 11-10.

The Black Knights closed out practice with 
their own version of a slam dunk competition. 
Players dunked a smaller sized volleyball over 
the cross bar and were judged on the creativity 
of their dunk. Senior cornerback Steve Johnson 

took home the title with a 360 slam. Kenneth 
Brinson had the most creative dunk with a 
cartwheel and then a one-handed dunk.

Play of the Day: Junior quarterback 
Ahmad Bradshaw read the option and kept the 
ball for a 45-yard touchdown run to give the 
offense an 11-10 win during the CIC period 
(11-on-11).

Inside Linebacker in Focus: The 
inside linebacker position is one of the most 
solid spots on the field for the Black Knights. 
Captains Jeremy Timpf and Andrew King are 
both back for their season seasons after leading 
the team in tackles last season. King was among 
the nation's leaders in tackles for loss with 16.5 
and Timpf has a knack for interceptions with 
four over the last two seasons. Scott Washle 
and Calen Holt are slotted to back up the two 
captains. Washle has contributed throughout 
his two seasons with the Black Knights, while 
Holt was a star on special teams in 2015, but 
will look to crack some playing time on defense. 
Kevin Corless is in his third season coaching 
the inside linebackers as an assistant coach on 
the coaching staff.

Extra Points: 
• The Black Knights dealt with bad weather 

conditions for the first time during camp.
• Wide receiver Jeff Ejekam hauled in a 

15-yard pass between three defenders during 

the team drills. 
• The defense forced two fumbles in the 

final 11-on-11 drill of the day. 
• The first was on a quarterback handoff 

and defensive lineman John Voit pounced on it. 
• The second was a scoop and run by James 

Nachtigal for a touchdown, which gave the 
defense the 14-12 win in the drill. 

• The defense also was not fooled by the 
offense's attempt at an reverse. 

• Connor Slomka had an impressive run up 
the middle for a 55-yard touchdown run.

Next Stop: Post Championship Series 
Pitcher Jordan Perini stymied the Office of the Directorate of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Team (ODIA) #1 enough to help the No. 1 seeded Band defeat No. 
2 seeded ODIA #1 two games to none (9-5, 21-11) in the West Point Summer 
Softball League Upper Bracket Championship Monday at the MWR Softball 
Fields. The Band now faces the Lower Bracket champion, No. 9 seeded 
Engineers, for the Post Championship Series Wednesday.   
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