
1July 21, 2016Pointer View  

tHe  
®

serVinG tHe u.s. military aCademy and tHe Community oF west Point 

July 21, 2016
Vol. 73, no. 28
duty, Honor, Country

&INSIDE ONLINE
w w w . P o i n t e r V i e w . C o m

w w w . u s m a . e d u

SEE PAGE 9
#USMA Social Scene

®

July 21, 2016

®

Knowing the Drill
(Above) Staff Sgt. Kristopher K. Jackson, a drill sergeant stationed at Fort Benning, Ga., 
observes a cadet during the U.S. Military Academy’s Leader Training Program July 13. (Right) 
Staff Sgt. John Greiten, a drill sergeant stationed at Fort Sill, Okla., instructs cadets on a 
litter carry during LTP. According to Academy historical records, this is the fi rst time drill 
sergeants have come to West Point to train cadets during summer training. See Page 3 for 
story and photos.         Photos by staff sGt. Vito t. bryant/usma Pao
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West Point New Leader 
Orientation Events Today

The West Point MWR Sports Office will conduct the fourth annual West Point 
Women’s Softball All-Star Game at 6 p.m. Aug. 10 at H-Lot Softball Fields. The 
rain date is Aug. 11.

Any West Point women may participate whether they played in the league or 
not. All players must have a military or DOD ID Card to participate. MWR needs 
at least 20 women to participate for the game to be played.

To sign up, email Jim McGuinness at jim.mcguinness@usma.edu or call 
938-3033.

Women’s Softball All-Star Game
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Drill Sergeants mentor cadets for the first time, form bonds
Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
integrated current drill sergeants during its 
Summer Training regimen for the first time in 
Academy documented history. 

The easily distinguished “round browns” 
could be seen traversing the Academy’s central 
area this summer as drill sergeants trained 
cadets firsthand during the Leader Training 
Program (LTP).  

The program provides cadets serving in 
the cadet chain of command the opportunity, 
environment and resources to hone their 
leadership skills as cadet noncommissioned 
officers or cadet officers.

The drill sergeants used the “train the 
trainer” method to teach cadets how to 
effectively train new cadets in the Class of 2020 
during Cadet Basic Training (CBT).

“They’re going to be training the new cadets 

so we’re just showing them those leadership 
abilities and challenges that they’re going 
to take on once they get them,” Staff Sgt. 
Kristopher K. Jackson, a drill sergeant from 
Fort Benning, Georgia, said.

Jackson mentioned that this was his first 
time at West Point and he has appreciated 
training and interacting with cadets.

“I’ve never been in this kind of environment 
before,” he explained. “I’ve enjoyed it, 
especially the field training. I’m in the infantry, 
so being able to go out and see them putting the 
tactical knowledge that they’ve learned into 
action has been pretty rewarding.”

Sgt. Lauren Connelly, a drill sergeant from 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina, agreed.

“It’s awesome! It’s beneficial for us, too, 
because we’re learning from them, the future 
officer side of the house, and they’re learning 
from us, the NCO side of the house,” Connelly 
said.  “Being at West Point has given me a sense 
of pride about my job, too. Without good NCOs 

you can’t have good officers and without good 
officers, you can’t have good NCOs.” 

Connelly also noted that the cadets’ 
willingness to learn is unmatched.

“They’re just really, really excited and that 
motivates me,” Connelly added.

Class of 2018 Cadet Zachary Taylor said 
that he’s learned a lot through the program.

“I’ve learned the most about actually 
teaching,” Taylor said.  “Before, we learned 
all this knowledge, but now we’re coming back 
at it from a teacher’s perspective. For the drill 
sergeants, it’s their job to teach privates. That’s 
helped me a lot because, before we knew the 
stuff, now we know how to teach others. That’s 
been the most helpful thing.”

Class of 2018 Cadet Dylan Panicucci said 
that bringing drill sergeants to West Point has 
been beneficial to him and his company.

“Drill Sgt. Jackson has been attached to our 
company and he’s been really helpful in regards 
to basic infantry skills, or dealing with personal 

issues, everything like that,” Panicucci said.
As ide  f rom fo rming  an  un l ike ly 

camaraderie, Panicucci said he has appreciated 
the mentorship and wisdom that’s been passed 
down to him.

“The drill sergeants bring an extra level of 
professionalism and expertise. As cadets, we’ve 
actually never dealt with drill sergeants before,” 
Panicucci said. “I think the knowledge that 
they’ve passed on to us on how to lead, inspire 
and motivate subordinates will be helpful going 
forward.”

Panicucci hopes that West Point continues 
to bring drill sergeants in during LTP in the 
future.

“I think they should definitely keep doing 
it. It has been helpful and we’re going to miss 
having the drill sergeants here once Cadet Basic 
Training starts,” Panicucci added.

Drill sergeants continued to train cadets 
until July 17.  Following their departure, cadets 
began training new cadets during CBT II.

Drill Sergeants Sgt. Lauren Connelly (left) and Staff Sgt. Kristopher K. Jackson mentor Class of 2018 Cadet Jonathan Dombrowski during the Leader Training 
Program (LTP) July 13 on Daly Field.
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New elective biology course offered for fall semester
IN FOCUS: NEW BIOLOGY COURSE

Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Within the core curriculum at the U.S. Military Academy all 
cadets must take an elective science course. However, biology 
was not an option as the course was only offered to cadets who 
planned on majoring in one of the sciences. Those cadets have 
their choices of chemistry I, physics I, environmental geology 
and the fourth course can be physics or biology. 

This fall, an Introduction to Biology CH275, through the 
Department of Chemistry and Life Science, will be offered 
to yearlings as an elective science course for those who have 
no plans in majoring in a science curriculum in the following 
semesters.

“This has been in the works for a lot of years,” Lt. Col. 
Melissa Eslinger, course director, said. “This is a more in depth 
science based course. We wanted to do a nice coverage so we will 
be focusing on cell biology, hereditary genetics, cell evolution and 
ecology and the last block will be physiology centric. There will 
also be lab time. One of the labs we will be doing is dissecting 
a sheep’s eye.

“This is the first new core science course in recent history,” 
Eslinger added. “As such, the faculty have been engaged this 
summer in refining and developing both the classroom and 
laboratory components that support a variety of themes in cell 
biology, genetics and human physiology. Instead of focusing on 
how to teach the course, we are focused on getting the curriculum 
validated.”

Eslinger said they plan to maximize digital platforms in 
the course, homework is all online and exams are administered 
through the computer because it will give the instructors instant 
feedback on what a cadet knows or doesn’t know.

“Many of the instructors are seasoned and the new faculty 
have a lot of expertise, but no one is an expert,” Eslinger said.

Dr. Kevin O’Donovan, assistant professor in the Department 
of Chemistry and Life Science, will also be one of the instructors.

“I’ve participated in the summer programs before so I am 
familiar with it,” O’Donovan said. “It’s really exciting setting 
up a new required course for the department and the Academy; 
that hasn’t been done in a long, long time. Biology will serve 
them (cadets) well for the rest of their lives. I know this will be 
worthwhile. It’s my job now to convince cadets that this is a 
worthwhile project.”

O’Donovan said that with the new biology course, cadets can think critically when they go into any operation. They will be 
aware of what they are going to face down the road, especially 
if they will be confronting biological diseases.

Capt. Ryan Rodriguez is new at West Point and new at 
teaching.

 “My undergraduate was in chemistry,” Rodriguez said. “My 
first year of college, 9/11 happened and it had an impact on me 
so I joined the military. I went to Officer Candidate School, I 
branched combat engineering and did that for 10 years and had 
the opportunity to go back to school. So I went to Johns Hopkins 
and got a microbiology and immunology degree. (Afterward) I 
applied to work at West Point.”

Rodriguez said he thinks this course is going to make an 
impact on cadets.

“This is more of an umbrella broad course in biology. I’m not 
going to be looking at a specific disease—its several disciplines,” 
Rodriguez said. “I also have a master’s degree ... so with the 
cadets, it shows that even though we are in the military, we are 
able to do anything we want to do.”

Maj. Jeremy Hershfield is a molecular biologist and a Ph.D. 
and this also will be his first time teaching. 

“My major was biochemistry and I was in 71 Bravo in 
medical service corps, I was doing non-science things and I just 
shifted back to medical science,” Hershfield said. “I went to 
Cornell as an undergrad, upon commissioning I went to graduate 
school as a molecular science and biology major. My first job 

was in environmental chemistry and I worked on bacterial 
therapeutics, anthrax, plague, and then Ebola hit and that’s what 
I did, reviewing proposals for funding.

 “For me, I asked to be assigned here, which implies that the 
powers that be have faith in me,” Hershfield said. “I’ve never 
tried teaching; I would like to know if I could do it. Focusing on 
biology fits nicely for my perspective.  Hopefully we can teach 
the cadets that, yes, there is the big Army but there are other 
paths to take. You can do your combat tour, even having done 
that, you can be a scientist in the Army.”

There are 140 cadets who will begin this course in the fall 
and 250 who will begin the course in the spring, Eslinger said.

“The course will be somewhat intensive because most courses 
are taught for at least a semester,” Eslinger explained. “This 
course includes several biological sciences in one semester. There 
will be a lot of blood analysis, dissections and microscopy.”

Col. John F. Burpo, acting head of the Department of 
Chemistry and Life Science, in his instruction to students in 
biology, said understanding the basics of biology offers unique 
potential for cadets in enhancing the performance of this most 
complex, critical and costly of the Army’s systems. 

The classroom and the laboratory program will directly 
reinforce theory discussed in the classroom and cadets will learn 
by experiments, stress investigative techniques, observations, 
data collection and data interpretation that will be useful in their 
cadet and Army careers.

Capt. Ryan Rodriguez looks through a microscope as part of CH275, Introduction to Biology. 
                 Photos by LtC timothy hiLL/CLs

Dr. Kevin O'Donovan (right) and CPT Ryan Rodriguez 
(left) discuss the structure of the eye in preparation 
for the dissection of a sheep eyeball as part of 
CH275, Introduction to Biology. 
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WPFD FPB hosts and conducts fire safety training
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point Fire Department Fire Prevention Branch 
initiated safety courses for employees July 13 that included 
classroom instruction on fire safety and the correct use of fire 
extinguishers. This class was taught by firefighter Mathew Schell.

According to the U.S. Fire Administration National Fire 
Data Center, 22,000 fires started and more than $1,098,100,000 
was lost due to unintentional causes and carelessness in 2014. 

Nearly 100,000 fires had been reported for nonresidential 
buildings, again, due to unintentional causes and carelessness.

Fire travels fast. It only takes less than 30 seconds for a small 
flame to turn into a major fire, but a larger fire can be prevented 
by the use of a portable fire extinguisher.

“The training is being hosted and conducted by the West 
Point Fire Department’s Fire Prevention Branch,” Schell said. 
“All West Point employees are welcome to attend the training 
classes or we can bring the training directly to their organizations 
as well. Those who attended the training today took that one extra 
step toward fire safety.”

The class included fire prevention for places such as 
convenient stores that sell gas to large kitchens in restaurants 
that use suppression systems, that when an alarm is triggered, 
the system will kick in the use of water or chemicals directly on the fire. 

In a home, fire suppression systems may not be the best type 
of fire prevention, but a fire extinguisher is. 

Learning where to place a fire extinguisher and knowing 
how to use one is the best defense to prevent a devastating fire 
in your home. 

Before using the fire extinguisher, ensure that everyone else 
has left the building or home and someone is calling the fire 
department.

“There are five primary type of fire extinguishers, each 
designed to put out different kinds of fire,” Schell said. “Fire 
extinguishers have tags on them and should be inspected monthly 
and serviced annually. Fire extinguishers should not be more than 
40 feet to reach one and you should never have to travel up or 
down stairs to reach it.” 

Students in the course had the chance to learn and practice 
the correct use of fire extinguishers in the back of the Educational 
Center. A contained training fire was lit and the students were 
instructed how to use the fire extinguishers.

“When using a fire extinguisher, remember the word P.A.S.S. 
Pull the pin, aim low, squeeze the lever slowly and evenly, and 
sweep the nozzle from side to side,” Schell said. “Always walk 
backward after the fire is out. Never turn you back on a fire.”

Schell said that if a fire cannot be extinguished after using 
one extinguisher, back out of the room and get outside to safety.

The West Point Fire Department’s Fire Prevention Branch 
will have safety courses every three months. 

The next training will be Building Commandant and Fire 
Marshal Training from 9 a.m.-noon Aug. 10 at Bldg. 683, the 
Army Educational Center. 

M a t h e w  S c h e l l , 
f i re f ighter  for  the 
W e s t  P o i n t  F i r e 
Department, watches 
as a member of the 
fire safety course puts 
out a fire using a fire 
extinguisher July 13 at 
the Education Center. 
The course consisted 
of classroom work 
and hands-on work 
learning how to use a 
fire extinguisher. Many 
fires can be prevented 
o r  e x t i n g u i s h e d 
before they spread. 
Being armed with and 
knowing how to use a 
fire extinguisher is a 
good defense.
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New cadets relax briefly with Army community
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Roughly 1,300 new cadets, three weeks 
past Reception Day and halfway through their 
six-week Cadet Basic Training, received a few 
hours off Sunday afternoon for the annual 
New Cadet Visitation Day, also called the “Ice 
Cream Social.”

Community members volunteer to host 
cadets at their homes or at a picnic area at West 
Point or within 20 miles off post to relax. The 
new cadets get to call or email home, have 
light refreshments and talk to their hosts and 
invariably ask a lot of questions.

Coaches generally will host their team 
members while other hosts can have as many as 
two to 15 or more cadets. Community members 
generally ask for cadets. 

“We sponsored three international cadets 
before R-Day for about four days so I asked 
for them,” Michelle Barry said. “We also asked 
for cadets who were from Washington State 
because that is where I’m from.”

Barry and husband Capt. Lee Bendickson, 
a certified registered nurse anesthetist at Keller 
Army Community Hospital, hosted 10 new 
cadets.

Barry said she had a lot of help from her 
friend Linda Smigen from New Jersey who 
prepared snacks and made sure the new cadets 
had phones and computers. Barry met Smigen 
on a cadet’s mom’s Facebook page.

A new international cadet from Bahrain 
talked about why he decided to attend West 
Point.

“I wanted to challenge myself,” he said. “I 
want to be the best I can in my profession in 
the military. I want to get all the education and 

training I can to make the military my life and 
then come back home to do something great.”

The new cadet said Bahrain has a military 
academy that is for two years. 

“I saw that West Point had better education 
and better training and it’s known throughout 
the world,” he said. “West Point has a great 
history.”

The new cadet said that during R-Day he 
was a little nervous, but now that nervousness 
has run its course.

Another new cadet had a different history. 
He is American but has lived in Korea and 
Hong Kong and had the dream of being able 
to get into West Point.

“I’m most recently from California,” he 
said. “My dad is an investment banker here 
in the U.S. but went to Hong Kong. I decided 
to go to college and was there for two years. 
I applied to West Point during that time and 
finally, on the third attempt, I was accepted.”

The new cadet said he enjoys being in the 
dirt and close to the action so he has his mind 
set to the Infantry branch.

“I liked being at Camp Buckner rucking 
and shooting in the fields. It’s the type of setting 
where you get close to the situation you are 
in,” he said.

There’s a two-fold reason for New Cadet 
Visitation Day. The new cadets get to know 
what an Army family is like and it allows 
the cadet cadre to change leadership for the 
second half of Cadet Basic Training. CBT II 
will culminate in a march back from Camp 
Buckner, with many community members, old 
graduates and command joining them in the 
march to celebrate the new cadets completion 
of Cadet Basic Training, also called Beast 
Barracks.

One cadet waits his turn on a cell phone at the home of Michelle Barry and 
Capt. Lee Bendickson, who hosted 10 cadets Sunday for the annual New Cadet 
Visitation Day. The new cadets, three weeks from Reception Day and learning 
how to be a cadet, get to rest and relax for a few hours in the afternoon, while 
the cadet cadre prepare to change leaders for Cadet Basic Training II, a level 
of more advanced military training for three weeks.

New cadets get some relief from Cadet Basic Training Sunday at a sponsor’s 
home during New Cadet Visitation Day. The new cadets got a few hours to 
call home, email friends and have something to eat. Michelle Barry, Capt. Lee 
Bendickson and Michelle's friend, Linda Smigen, hosted 10 cadets, including 
three international cadets.
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By Class of 2018 Cadet Andrew Holden

If you were given the opportunity to study 
the history of one of the most beautiful cities in 
the world firsthand, would you take it?  

At the end of May 2016, four cadets (Class 
of 2018 Cadets Andrew Holden and Aaqib 
Syed, Class of 2019 Cadets Claire Jones and 
Olivia Smith) were flown to Prague for a four-
day tour to study the occupation of the former 
Czechoslovakian state by Nazi Germany, 
the assassination of the infamous “butcher” 
SS-Obergruppenfuhrer Reinhard Heydrich, 
and its aftermath and ramifications as part of 
the Occupation, Assassination and Reprisal 
Academic Individual Advanced Development 
(AIAD) sponsored by the Department of History 
and Department of English and Philosophy.

Before the flight to the ancient city of 
Prague, two cadets from the Department of 
History and two cadets from the Department 
of English and Philosophy were chosen to 
embark on the journey and began studying by 
reading Laurent Binet’s novel on Heydrich’s 
assassination (Operation Anthropoid), entitled 
HHhH. 

The mission of the AIAD was to apply 
just war principles to key historic events from 
the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia while 
immersing cadets into the Slavic culture of the 
Czech Republic.  

The first couple days of the AIAD involved 
a class-led by trip director and philosophy 
instructor, Lt. Col. Todd Burkhardt, and a class 
by Dr. David Frey, who instructed the group on 
the social, political and economic history of the 
region and its key political figures.

The first day abroad was a long one. After 
spending a total time of around nine hours 
flying, the group jumped right into sight-seeing 
in the cobblestone-laden streets of Prague by 
foot.  

Massive spires jutted from the Church 
of Tyn in the backdrop as the crew toured a 
thousand of years of history in a matter of a 
few days. Massive churches with beautiful 

architecture and decorations, 1,000-year-old 
bridges, and Prague Castle that hosted kings 
and dignitaries were among the many sites and 
monuments toured during the AIAD.  Of course, 
the group also indulged in traditional Czech 
cuisine for “immersive” purposes as well.

Two of the four days in Prague were led by 
Slovakian Special Forces officers Maj. Tomas 
Bernat and Capt. Viktor Szitkey, who gave the 
group tours of the historically significant sights 
dealing with Nazi Germany’s occupation of 
Czechoslovakia. 

 The Cathedral of Saints Cyril and Methodius 
was one of the stops. The Slovakian officers 
explained the cathedral’s significance as it was 
the hideout for the seven Czechoslovakian 
paratroopers that took part in multiple beyond-
enemy-lines-operations. 

Jozef Gabčík and Jan Kubiš (from 
Operation Anthropoid), along with the other 
five Czechoslovakian paratroopers, made their 
final stand here against a Nazi SS battalion in 
which the paratroopers kept 800 Nazis at bay 
for over eight hours. 

Eventually, all seven paratroopers were 
killed. Another important stop was the former SS 
Gestapo headquarters during Nazi Germany’s 
unjust occupation.  

The tour of the headquarters was led by a 
former World War II Resistance Fighter Emil 
Sneberg, who showed the group the anti-Semitic 
horrors and brutal torture and subjugation that 
the Czechs endured while explaining the history 
and importance of Czechoslovakia’s role in 
World War II.

At the end of their stay in Prague, the group 
discussed the important details learned during 
the trip and philosophical concerns and themes 
that are relevant to the modern battlefield and 
the ethics of war.  

Although there was much fun to be had 
during the trip, the cadets walked away with 
important knowledge that will affect them in 
their future careers as officers.  

Who would have known that such a beautiful 
city had such a dark and harrowing past?

A  group of Class of 2018 Cadet Andrew Holden, Lt. Col. Todd Burkhardt, Class 
of 2019 Cadet Olivia Smith, Class of 2019 Cadet Claire Jones and Class of 2018 
Cadet Aaqib Syed pose in a Prague street.                     Courtesy Photo

Occupation, Assassination and Reprisal—a World War II case study

The four cadets and trip director tour the old SS Headquarters in Prague with 
Slovakian Special Forces soldiers and a former World War II Czech Resistance 
Fighter. From left to right, Lt. Col. Todd Burkhardt (trip director), Class of 2018 
Cadet Andrew Holden, Class of 2018 Cadet Aaqib Syed, Emil Sneberg, Maj. 
Tomas Bernat (SSF), Class of 2019 Cadet Claire Jones, Class of 2019 Cadet 
Olivia Smith and Capt. Viktor Szitkey (SSF).              Courtesy Photo
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USMAPS R-Day—The first 
steps toward West Point 

Vanguards Lead the Way—The transformation 
from Cadet Candidates to Cadet Sergeants
By Class of 2018 Cadet Richelle Radcliff

Almost three years ago exactly, I underwent 
Cadet Candidate Basic Training (CCBT) at the 
U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School 
(USMAPS). This formative experience set the 
foundation for my leader development at West 
Point and set me up for success. 

During CCBT, I was challenged to transition 
from a civilian into a leader in our Profession 
of Arms. These attributes taught me how to be 
a leader of character, committed to excellence 
militarily, physically and academically. 
USMAPS instilled then and continues today 
to develop young cadet candidates to commit 
themselves to aspiring to excellence while 
maintaining personal high standards. 

This foundational experience in my career 
allowed me to hit the ground running upon my 

arrival to USMA two years ago. 
Now, as cadre for the USMA “Vanguard” 

Class of 2021, I would like to reciprocate this 
action and teach my cadet candidates the value 
of these attributes. 

Knowing the importance of this training 
and its impact on me, I want to inspire 
others to embrace these qualities through 
their internalization of the Col. Budihas’ 
“Vanguard-6.” The “Vanguard-6” demands: 

U—Untiring Commitment to Excellence
S—Superior & Balanced Performance in 

Academics & Athletics 
M—Military Proficiency
A—Always Ready & Doing the Right Thing
P—Professional performance as a reliable 

Subordinate, superior Teammate, & competent 
Leader

S—Standards & Discipline

I want the Cadet Candidates to live by the 
“Vanguard 6” and carry on these skills into their 
service to the Army and the nation. My principal 
goal for this detail is to motivate my Soldiers 
to succeed in all three pillars so that they not 
only earn their acceptance at USMA, but also 
excel within the Cadet Corps. It is up to us, as 
leaders, to ensure that cadet candidates receive 
quality training and mentorship during their 
entire CCBT experience. 

The leaders and faculty at USMAPS put so 
much effort into our education, well-being and 
success, that it is our duty to pay it forward to 
these cadet candidates. 

We must ensure that all our Soldiers develop 
and maintain the attributes and qualities of a 
servant leader that will later cement them as 
the Vanguards for the U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2021.  

Cadet cadre, led by Class of 2018 
Cadet Rachel York, drill Medical 
Readiness Training until they are 100 
percent good to go in training. 
    Photo by CLass of 2017 Cadet PatriCk kearney

(Left) A Class of 2017 cadet candidate tested her strength during pull-ups at the U.S. 
Military Academy Preparatory School’s Reception Day Monday. (Above) New cadet 
candidates read through their New Cadet Candidates handbooks. Nearly 260 cadet 
candidates reported after saying their brief goodbyes at Eisenhower Hall. The cadet 
candidates go through the same processing that cadets do. Once they graduate in 
2017, most will enter West Point.       Photos by kathy eastwood/PV
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zigggs6: Despite the fact that it’s already 90 and humid, 
we’re ready to crank the heat up on some new cadets 
tomorrow.

#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

nick_flores6: Hi, I’m Nick Flores. I like long walks on 
the beach and squad automatic weapons.

jimmym00r3: All my First Sergeants in the gas chamber. Each of 
these highly motivated leaders totaled about three interations today 
getting ready for the New Cadets #CBTII #USMA2020

gmshannon1: These last 5 weeks we were given the task 
of teaching new cadets about the military but I think it’s 
safe to say we were the ones who learned the most  #CBT1 
#CBT1Complete #BeatThem
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
4th Class Sponsorship Program sign-ups

Don’t forget the sign-up on the Academy Management 
System website at https://apps.usma.edu/ for the 4th Class 
Sponsorship Program that is ongoing. 

If you didn’t have a chance to host a new cadet for New Cadet 
Visitation Day, you can still request to sponsor new cadets for 
the academic year. 

For details, contact Bob Brown, USCC operations, at 845-
938-8609.

Memorial Concert honoring Patricia Maimone
West Point musicians will present a Memorial Concert 

honoring Patricia Maimone, who served as organist of West 
Point’s Post Chapel from 1974-2003, at 3 p.m. July 31 at the 
West Point Chapel. 

After she retired, Maimone served as organist at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in Cold Spring. 

Father Shane Scott-Hamblen, rector of St. Mary’s, will give 
a brief memorial message. This will primarily be a concert, not 
a service, and will be free to the general public.

 Several current and former members of the West Point Band 
will provide selections, in addition to other musicians in the 
greater Hudson Valley community.  

Singers and instrumentalists will contribute to this unique 
program on July 31.

Vacation Bible School
The West Point Chapel’s Vacation Bible School will be held 

Aug. 2-5 at the West Point Middle School. 
Participants and volunteers should sign-up at https://www.

groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/westpointchapels.

Out of the Darkness Community Walk
The third annual West Point Out of the Darkness Community 

Walk is scheduled for Sept. 24 at Daly Field. Check-in and 
registration is at 9 a.m. The walk begins at 10 a.m.

The walk is to raise awareness of suicide and suicide 
prevention. 

To register, visit http://afsp.donordrive.com/event/
westpoint/. For details, call George M. Barnes at 845-938-2912 
or email George.Barnes@usma.edu.  

Fort Putnam summer hours 
Fort Putnam is open this summer for general access from 11 

a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the months of 
July and August. There is no admission fee.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls

The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 
at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road in 
Highland Falls. 

The church is only two miles from both Thayer Gate and 
from the Bear Mountain Bridge.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as well 
as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged people.

The Church will hold a Vacation Bible School for teenagers 
at 6:15-8:45 p.m. Monday-July 22. 

Register at www.gracebaptistny.org, or in person the week 
of VBS.

Purple Heart Appreciation Day Program
Join the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor at 2 p.m. 

Aug. 7 to commemorate the 234th anniversary of Gen. George 
Washington’s order creating the Badge of Military Merit, 
predecessor for the modern Purple Heart.  

This year’s program will commemorate Purple Heart 
recipients who were non-combatants. Many chaplains, corpsmen, 
medics, nurses, doctors and military victims of terrorist attacks 
have earned this award, and the Hall of Honor will share some 
of their stories of sacrifice. 

Among these recipients are Beatrice MacDonald, a World 
War I Army nurse and the first known woman to be awarded a 
Purple Heart, and Korean War Medal of Honor recipient Chaplain 

Functional Academic Skills Training
It’s that time again as the West Point Education Center is 

offering another Functional Academic Skills Training at the 
Center from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Sept. 6-27, except Sept. 9 and 14.

Raise your General Technical (GT) score through Functional 
Academic Skills Training (FAST) at the Army Education Center, 
683 Buckner Loop (next to Subway).

For details, contact Nancy Judd at 845-938-3464 or Tonya 
Rauckhorst at 845-938-5389.

Army Education Center  

Emil Kapaun.
Light refreshments will be served.  The program will be held 

outdoors under a tent. 
RSVP to the event because of limited seating at 845-561-

1765. Admission is free.
The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is located at 374 

Temple Hill Road (Route 300) New Windsor, NY 12553. 
For more details, call 845-561-1765.

Second (Indianhead) Division Association
The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 

for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time. 

For information about the association and its 95th annual 
reunion in Springfield, Missouri, from Sept. 20-24, contact 
secretary-treasurer, Bob Haynes, at 2idahq@comcast.net or 
224-225-1202; or visit www.2ida.org.

Highlands Farmers Market is open
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market is open 

for the 2016 season every Sunday. The farmers and food vendors 
who local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. 

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum.

 
Army West Point Gymnastics World Record Event

The Army West Point Gymnastics Program wants to get the 
entire Corps of Cadets, local schools and gymnastics programs 
involved in shattering the current world record for the most 
people performing cartwheels simultaneously.

West Point has been selected as the site for the 2017 NCAA 
Men’s Division I Gymnastics Championships. This three-day 
competition will be held April 20-22, 2017 at Christl Arena. 

This marks the third time since 2005 that West Point has 
hosted this championship meet. 

To celebrate the occasion and demonstrate to the world 
that all West Point cadets are trained in activities that promote 
and enhance a healthy lifestyle, physical fitness and movement 
behavior, the Academy wants to break the current  cartwheels 
record, which is 690. 

This event can easily break this record and it’s West Point’s  
intent to do it in a manner that showcases the professionalism, 
athleticism and spirit of West Point to the Nation.

The intent is to break the world record at 11:30 a.m. April 
20. This is a Thursday, which is the first day of the NCAA 
Championships. 

Doing the event at this time will help get the word out to 
the local community and the entire East Coast that West Point 
has the best gymnasts in the country competing in Christl Arena 
during that weekend.

Groups interested in participating in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity should contact Head Gymnastics Coach, Doug Van 
Everen, at 845-938-3802 or email at Doug.VanEveren@usma.edu 
or Capt. Josh Burnett, Army West Point Gymnastics Operations 
Officer, at 845-938-6623 or email at Joshua.Burnett@usma.edu.

West Point Community Gymnastics Club
The West Point Community Gymnastics Club is offering 

a gymnastics day camp from Monday-July 29. 
For details, call Carmine Giglio, Army Gymnastics 

associate head coach, at 845-938-2880.

Community

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

College courses are offered through the Army Education 
Center at West Point. 

Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED
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FEATURED EVENT
West Point Community Fair

The West Point Community Fair is a welcome event for all 
new arrivals to West Point. This annual event will take place 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. today at Eisenhower Hall. 

Programs and businesses are welcome to attend. For 
details, call 938-8186.

CYS Services Sports JBK Soccer Tryouts
Junior Black Knights soccer tryouts for all ages will be held 

at 6 p.m. Aug.17 at H-Lot Field. 
For more details, call 938-8896.

Teens Summer Boat Ride 
If you are new to or entering ninth grade at James I. O’Neill 

High School, join us for a Hudson River Boat Ride Aug. 24.  
Boarding of the Superintendent’s boat begins at 1:30 p.m. at 

South Dock and we will cruise the Hudson River from 2-4 p.m. 
Admission is a bag of chips, package of cookies or beverage 

(soda) to share, along with a signed permission slip.  
For more details, call 938-2092 (School Liaison Offi ce) or 

938-3550 (MST). A signed permission slip is required to board 
the boat.

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences 
for children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

CYS Services Sports Needs Coaches
Volunteer coaches are needed to coach starting Aug. 29 for 

Just 4 U Soccer (age 4), Division A Soccer (ages 5-6), Division 
B Soccer (ages 7-8), Division C Soccer (ages 9-10). 

Children’s registration fees will be waivered for volunteer 
coaches. For more details, call 938-8896.

 
SKIES Soo Bahk Do Program 

The Child, Youth and School Age Services SKIES 
Instructional Program is offering youth, ages 5-18 years, the 
opportunity to try the traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. 

This is a classical martial art which develops every aspect 
of the self. The purpose is to create a person who is free from 
inner confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world.  

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. The instructors, 
a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean master instructors. 

A free session, consisting of a 45-minute class, is scheduled 
for 6:10-7 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Registration is required and can be done through Parent 
Central or Webtrac. Space is limited. 

A nominal fee will be charged for these classes. For details, 
contact Kirsten Rautter, SKIES director, at 938-8893.  

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 

riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 

There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers. For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.
com/morgan.

Leisure Travel Services July events 
Join Leisure Travel Services for its July events. The  next 

upcoming event includes:
• Today—Experience the Broadway Performance of “The 

Lion King.” Leave West Point at 5 p.m. Leave NYC at 11 p.m. 
• July 28—See the New York Spectacular starring the 

Rockettes. Leave West Point at 4:30 p.m., leave NYC at 10 p.m.
For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-

3601. 

2016 Staff and Faculty Noontime Ultimate Frisbee 
sign-ups

The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2016 Noontime 
Staff & Faculty Ultimate Frisbee League.

Departments or organizations wishing to enter a team may 
do so by calling James McGuinness, MWR Sports Offi ce, at 
938-3066, or email at Jim.McGuinness@usma.edu.

The league will start play around Aug. 15. Games will start 
at 12:15 p.m. every Monday-Friday. Games will be played at 
River Courts and Target Field.

Deadline for team entries will be Aug. 4. Teams must supply 
a list of no play dates by the Aug. 4 deadline. 

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

FOR THE YOUTHS

Night on the Hudson Dinner Cruise 
Join the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. Friday for a relaxing 

scenic boat ride with a delicious buffet and live entertainment. 
Boarding begins promptly at 5:45 p.m. at South Dock. 
For reservations and more details, call 938-5120.

Yoga at Trophy Point 
Join the MWR Fitness Center at Trophy Point for Outdoor 

Yoga with Christine. Classes start at 8:40 a.m., weather 
permitting. Classes are scheduled for July 30, Aug. 6 and 20, 
Sept. 3 and 17. 

There is a minimal fee for this class. For details, call 938-
6490.

Stand-up Comics coming to the West Point Club  

FOR THE ADULTS

summer fi lled with sun and fun in the water.
For details, call 938-5158.

Certifi ed Golf Lessons
The West Point Golf Course is now offering individual 

certifi ed golf lessons with Andy Crane, PGA professional.
 Group rates are also available. For details, call 938-2435.

2016 Arts & Crafts Summer Art Camp
West Point Arts & Crafts is gearing up for the 2016 Summer 

Art Camp. This year’s theme is “Artopia,” and it is encouraged 
for the campers to Explore, Inspire and Create through a variety 
of artistic mediums and experiences.  

Each week will culminate with an art show put on by our 
campers to showcase their talents.  

Camp dates are today-Friday and Tuesday-July 29. The camp 
will run Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Registration must be in person and is on a first-come, 
fi rst-served basis as space is limited. Payment is due at time of 
registration. Call 845-938-4812 for more details. 

ODR 2016 Summer Movie Series 
MWR Outdoor Recreation presents free movies to the public 

on a giant infl atable movie screen. The upcoming movies are:
• Friday—Despicable Me, 8:45 p.m. at Delafi eld Pond;
• Aug. 6—The Peanuts Movie, 8:30 p.m. at Trophy Point. 

The movie follows the Kids’ Concert;
• Aug. 27—Minions, 8 p.m. at H Lot Fields;
• Sept. 17—Tangled, 7:30 p.m., H Lot Fields.
Don’t forget to bring your blankets or lawn chairs. 
For details, call 845-938-0123.

Unifi ed Sports
The Exceptional Family Member Program will continue 

working with the West Point cadets to facilitate Unifi ed Sports. 
MWR believes in bringing people together and fostering an 
environment of friendship, support and compassion through 
several different activities. 

Through Unifi ed Sports, you can take part with our dedicated 
cadet volunteers in a series of outdoor sport activities. 

Join us as we create friendships, learn and most importantly, 
have fun.

Upcoming Unifi ed Sports dates include:
• Aug. 21—Unifi ed Sports on the Plain; 
• Sept. 18—Unifi ed Trail (Constitution Island); 
• Oct. 2—Unifi ed Patch (Pumpkin/Apple Picking); 
• Oct. 16—Unifi ed Riding (Horseback);
• Oct. 30—Unifi ed Hoops (Tentative);
• Nov. 6—Unifi ed Learning; 
• Nov. 20—Unifi ed Tennis.
For details, call 938-5655/0232 or email us at Josephine.

toohey@usma.edu or lucia.mendez@usma.edu.

Delafi eld Pond is now open
Delafi eld Pond is now open for swimming. Hours of operation 

are 11 a.m.-6 p.m., seven days a week. 
Family Splash Passes and Punch Cards are available for 

purchase, so come on out and start soaking up the sun for the 

FOR THE FAMILIES

The West Point Club presents a comedy show and dinner 
buffet with Vic Dibitetto “The Italian Hurricane” and Freddy 
Rubino from 7-10 p.m. Aug. 5. A cash bar will be available. 

There is a nominal fee for this event. Reservations are 
required by calling 938-5120. 

Driving Range open weekends
The Driving Range at the West Point Golf Course is open 

through Sept. 4. 
The Driving Range will be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting). 
One size bucket of balls will be available and MWR will have 

limited concession services available for additional purchase. 
For details, call 845-938-2435.
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Keller Corner

Out at the Command Sgt. Maj. Sutherland 
Community Center, Bldg. 126, Washington 
Road from 4-7 p.m. Aug. 2. 

Celebrated across the United States, 
National Night Out is an annual community-
building campaign that promotes community 
partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to 
make our neighborhoods safer, better places 
to live. 

Join us and the public service organizations 
on West Point as we’ll be serving free hot dogs 
and having giveaways and prizes.

• Yard of the Month: Yard of the Month 
nominations for July are open. Nominate any 
yard on post you feel deserves recognition, 
including your own. Send the quarters number 
to jgellman@bbcgrp.com. 

Winners receive a $25 gift card as well 
as the coveted “Yard of the Month” sign to 
display on the lawn. All nominations must be 
submitted by Monday.

• National Night Out: DES/WPFH/
Garrison will be hosting National Night 

Friday—Star Trek Beyond, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Star Trek Beyond, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updated schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller dedicates two days specifi cally 
for School and Sports Physicals

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Primary Care Department will host two days 
dedicated to physicals for all schools and 
sports at 1 p.m. today and Aug. 17 to ensure 
that our benefi ciaries have their physicals prior 
to the start of the school year. 

This dedicated clinic is a mass school 
physical day and you can expect lines at the 
various stations. 

We will make every effort on this day to 
have your child see his or her Primary Care 
Manager. Beneficiaries who cannot make 
these dedicated days can make an appointment 
at any time.

This year’s theme will be “Hawaii and the 
Beach.” Students and athletes are encouraged 
to dress up in appropriate Hawaiian and/or 
beach attire. Prizes will be provided to those 
that participate. Obtain the necessary forms 
from the appropriate school nurse, complete 
the parent’s portion and bring them to your 
child’s appointment along with all copies of 
your child’s immunizations. 

To request an appointment for the school 
or sports physical, call 938-7992 or 800- 552-
2907.

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering a Childbirth Education Course from 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Aug. 20 at Keller’s 4th fl oor 
classroom.

Topics include, but are not limited to, what 
to expect during labor and delivery, pain relief 
options, newborn care and breastfeeding. 

For more details, contact Keller ’s 
Obstetrics Unit at 938-3210. 

New system—for benefi ciaries—to let 
Keller know ‘How We Are Doing’

The Army Provider Level Satisfaction 
Survey (APLSS) was replaced on June 20, 
2016 with the Joint Outpatient Experience 

Survey (JOES). We encourage our patients 
to fi ll out the survey when they receive it in 
the mail.

JOES will combine and standardize long-
standing methods used by the Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Defense Health Agency/National 
Capital Region to learn about beneficiary 
health care experiences with the goal of 
making them better. 

This single outpatient-visit based 
instrument will assist military treatment 
facilities with their goal of becoming a high 
reliability organization.

Keller installs two medication disposal 
bins

Keller Army Community Hospital has 
installed two secure MedSafe Medication 
Disposal Bins in an effort to establish a 
procedure for the handling and disposal of 
expired, unwanted, unused prescriptions drugs 
and Over-The-Counter (OTC) medications. 

The medical disposal bins are for unused 
medications, including legally held controlled 
substances. This includes narcotics (Schedules 
II-V). No illegal drugs (Schedule I) are 
allowed.

One bin is located on the fi rst fl oor lobby 
as you enter Keller’s main building, and the 
second bin is located on the fi rst fl oor of the 
Brian D. Allgood Clinic near Primary Care.

Medication should be left in its original 
packaging/containers. No liquid containers—
more than 4 ounces—will be accepted, and all 
liquids should be placed in a sealed plastic 
baggy before depositing.

No sharp containers, needles, syringes, 
batteries, aerosol spray cans, trash, medical 
devices, chemicals, or other hazardous 
material should be placed in the bins. 

If you need to dispose of ‘epi pens,’ you 
can drop them off at the Keller Pharmacy. 

The bin is available during the Hospital’s 
operating hours. If the bins are locked, please 
return during the operating hours. Do not leave 
medication outside of the bins.

West Point Band presents “Kid’s 
Night” Aug. 6 at Trophy Point

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-July 28

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of July 21-28
Channels 8/23

The West Point Band will continue its Music Under the Stars concert series 
with “Kid’s Night,” featuring Quintette 7, at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 6 at Trophy Point 
Amphitheater.                  Courtesy Photo

By the West Point Band

The West Point Band will continue its Music 
Under the Stars concert series with “Kid’s 
Night,” featuring Quintette 7. This interactive 
performance for children of all ages will take 
place at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 6 at Trophy Point 
Amphitheater. The concert will be preceded by 
an “instrument petting zoo” at 6 p.m. 

In case of inclement weather, the concert 
will move inside to Eisenhower Hall Ballroom. 
As always, this event is free and open to 
everyone.

Calling all children and children-at-heart: 
come on down to Trophy Point for a story 
time like no other! Join the West Point Band’s 
quirky Quintette 7 and marvelous MC Sgt. 1st 
Class Josh Economy as they set your favorite 
children’s stories to lively music. 

From classics like Eric Carle’s The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar to fresh new works written 
by the band members themselves, the evening 
will have a story to suit any whim. 

This fun and interactive performance will 
introduce kids to a silly symphony, a zany zoo, 
and a fl irty frog before treating them to a very 
special West Point story that you’ll only hear 
at Trophy Point. Quintette 7 brings these tales 
to life in a hands-on musical experience you 
defi nitely won’t forget.

Also, Parents, you’ve got a future tubist on 
your hands? Make sure to arrive by 6 p.m. for 
the “instrument petting zoo,” where kids can 
get up close and personal with the instruments 
of the band and even try out their favorite ones.

For concert information, cancellations, 
and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found by 
following us on Facebook, YouTube and Twitter.
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 West Point Summer 
Softball League Standings

STANDINGS                W  -   L
1. USMA BAND                 20   -   3
2. DPW                      19   -   3
3. ODIA #1            19   -   4
4. DMI              13   -   9
4. MATH                 13   -   9
6. KACH                    10   -  12
6. MP’s                 10   -  12
6. ENGINEERS                       10   -  12
9. ODIA #2                9   -  15
10. HIST/SOCIAL SCIENCES           8   -  14
11. CLS/PANE                      8   -  15
12. ACI               3   -  18
13. STEWART MARINES              4   -  20
**Regular season standings as of July 14. The 
playoffs start July 25. 

The Army West Point Men’s Gymnastics team has a busy and exciting schedule in 2017 highlighted by three significant home meets. The Black Knights kick 
off their season with the annual West Point Open in January, entertain Navy in a dual match in February, then conclude their schedule hosting the 2017 NCAA 
Championships in April.

Gymnastics schedule highlighted by hosting NCAAs
Story and photo by Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Gymnastics 
team has a busy and exciting schedule in 
2017 highlighted by three significant home 
meets. The Black Knights kick off their season 
with the annual West Point Open in January, 
entertain Navy in a dual match in February, then 
conclude their schedule hosting the 2017 NCAA 
Championships in April.

Head coach Doug Van Everen, who opens 
his 27th year at the helm, is looking for Army 
to be part of the 12-team NCAA field that will 
invade Christl Arena April 21-22. 

It is the third time under Van Everen the 
Black Knights will be the home team for the 
national tournament, having served as host in 
2005 and 2010.

The main goal on Army’s agenda is to 
defend its Eastern College Athletic Conference 
(ECAC) title for the automatic bid to the 
NCAAs. Van Everen led his team to the ECAC 
title the past two years, winning it outright in 
2015 and sharing it with Navy last year. 

Army will be looking to win its third 
consecutive title since the 1952 team closed out 
a three-year run.

The Black Knights usher in their season for 
the first time since 2003 with the annual West 
Point Open at Christl Arena with team finals 
Friday evening, Jan. 13, and the individual finals 
scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 14. Army finished 
as runner-ups the past two years.

A week later the Black Knights, under team 

captain Leo Genders, visit Penn State (Jan.21) 
in marking the 15th straight year the two squads 
meet in the dual meet opener.

The next three weekends has Army taking 
on its fellow service-academy rivals starting 
with a visit to Air Force in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, on Jan. 28, followed by the Black 
Knights hosting Navy at Gross Sports Center 
on Feb. 4. The All-Academy Championships 
(Army, Navy and Air Force) take place this year 
in San Antonio, Texas, Feb. 11.

The Winter Cup for select individuals will 
be held Feb. 18-20 in Las Vegas. Army closes 
out its regular-season home dual slate against 
ECAC rivals Springfield and William & Mary 
on Senior Day in a triangular meet on Feb. 25, 
at Gross.

The Black Knights will spend the month 
of March on the road starting with a triangular 
hosted by Springfield College on March 5 to 
include Navy. 

A week later, Army returns to Springfield, 
Massachusetts, to take on the Pride in a dual 
match Sunday afternoon (March 12). 

The Black Knights’ regular-season finalewill 
has the team visiting Williamsburg, Virginia, for 
a meet against William & Mary on March 18.

The ECAC Championships will be hosted 
by UIC in Chicago, with team and individual 
finals on Friday, April 8, the first time the 
conference will hold both events the same day.

Next up is the NCAA Championships on the 
grounds of the U.S. Military Academy in April. 

Army was part of the team field as the 
host school in 2005 where Brian Lee earned 

All-American honors on still rings following 
a second-place finish before the home town 
crowd.

For more details on Army West Point 
gymnastics, visit GoArmyWestPoint.com 
and follow @ArmyWP_Gym on Twitter. 


