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Let the Games begin
Team Army athletes compete in sitting volleyball at the 2016 Department of Defense Warrior Games Wednesday at the 
Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center at West Point. The DOD Warrior Games began Wednesday and continue 
through Tuesday. See Page 16 for a story, photo and a schedule of events from the DOD Warrior Games. 
         PhotoS by SPC. Sarah PonD/55th Signal CoMPany (CoMbat CaMera)
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New Cadet Visitation Day takes place 
from 1-5 p.m. July 17 for Class of 2020 

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil.

SHARP Resources

Dear Department of Defense Warrior Games 
athletes, 

West Point is honored to host the 2016 Department of 
Defense Warrior Games, an adaptive sports competition 
for wounded, ill and injured service members and 
veterans.

During the next several days, athletes from all 
branches of the Armed Forces, U.S. Special Operations 
Command and the United Kingdom Armed Forces will 
compete in a variety of sporting events throughout post.

About a block away from the Capitol in Washington 
D.C. is a relatively new memorial, dedicated to our 
nation’s wounded warriors. This memorial includes 
several quotes from wounded veterans. One quote in 
particular, is pretty powerful:

“It’s not what you lost that counts—it’s what you 
do with what’s left.”

The Warrior Games celebrate the ability and the drive to overcome adversity.  They 
showcase the resilient spirit of these warrior-athletes and symbolize to all wounded, ill and 
injured service members and veterans that individuals can recover from serious injury or illness 
and lead fulfilling, productive and inspiring lives.

These warrior-athletes, who at one time answered their nation’s call to service, exemplify 
the very best of our military services and our nation. They embody the resiliency, discipline 
and the mental and physical toughness to overcome adversity and achieve their goals.

As they compete on the “fields of friendly strife,” they will show the world their indomitable 
spirit, their sportsmanship, their desire to excel, their tenacity, and most importantly, their 
strength of character.  

Thank you to the family members, caregivers, service members, communities and 
organizations whose support to these athletes has been essential throughout their recovery 
and rehabilitation process and continue to cheer them on as they compete in these games.

I also want to thank the sponsors, those supporting this event and the hundreds of volunteers 
for making the Warrior Games a reality for all the athletes and their families.

I encourage all of you to come out, show your support and cheer on these amazing athletes.  
I promise you’ll be inspired!

Best of luck to all the teams and here’s to a very successful games! 
Beat Navy!
                    Robert L. Caslen Jr.
      Lieutenant General, U.S. Army
                   USMA Superintendent

Welcome to West Point! 2016 
DOD Warrior Games athletes

Three members of the 2015-16 U.S. Military Academy Cadet Parachute 
team have earned slots on the prestigious U.S. Parachute team that will 
compete at the World Parachuting Championships this September outside 
of Chicago. 

Class of 2018 Cadet Kristopher Hayhurst and recent 2016 USMA graduates 
Alexandra Deets and Nathan Volk earned slots after competing at the U.S. 
Parachute Association National Parachuting Championships last week at 
the Florida Skydiving Center in Lake Wales, Florida. 

All three will join the U.S. Style & Accuracy team as junior competitors.

Cadets, alum earn slots on U.S. Parachute Team

New Cadet Visitation Day, commonly referred to as the “Ice Cream Social,” is scheduled 
1-5 p.m. July 17. 

Volunteers are needed and they should review important information on the sign-up page 
at the Academy Management System (AMS) website at https://apps.usma.edu/.

Volunteers from across the West Point community will pick new cadets from the barracks, 
listen to their stories, allow them to communicate with friends and family, and share light 
refreshments. The Class of 2020 will have more than 1,100 new cadets. 

Celebrating Army’s Birthday
U.S. Military Academy Superintendent Robert L. Caslen Jr. (second from the 
left) prepares to cut a ceremonial cake with three Army Soldiers during an 
Army Birthday celebration Tuesday at Times Square in New York City. It is 
the 241st birthday of the U.S. Army.       Photo by John Pellino/DPtMS ViD
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Cadet Summer Training: From the field to Runback

Brig. Gen. Diana Holland, commandant of the Corps of Cadets, joined cadets on a 7.5-mile Runback Sunday 
to bring the first iteration of Cadet Field Training to an end. The run route began at Camp Buckner and 
ended on the Plain of the U.S. Military Academy.                Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito t. bryant/USMa Pao

An aid-and-litter team carries a cadet, a mock 
casualty, to the casualty consolidation point during 
a training exercise June 2. The cows (juniors) and 
firsties (seniors) are participating in the 2016 U.S. 
Military Academy Cadet Troop Leader Training on 
the military reservation. 
       Photo by ClaSS of 2018 CaDet alex WerDen

Class of 2019 Cadet Jeff Panara swings through a set of monkey bars June 11 during Cadet Field Training. 
Two teammates from the Army West Point Football team and classmates, Cadets Kendall Tu'ua (left) and 
Winston Smith T (right) spot him to mitigate the risk of injury. The Dry Confidence Obstacle Course at 
Camp Buckner is one of the many different training elements of Cadet Field Training. 
              Photo by ClaSS of 2018 CaDet alex WerDen

Cadets pull security in the treeline while the rest 
of their platoon completes actions on an objective 
during Cadet Troop Leader Training June 2. 
       Photo by ClaSS of 2018 CaDet alex WerDen

Class of 2019 Cadet Sierra Rosdahl zips down the 
Slide for Life Sunday at the Wet Confidence Obstacle 
Course at Camp Buckner. The Slide for Life is a 
graduation requirement and is completed during 
Cadet Field Training.
                  Photo by ClaSS of 2018 CaDet alex WerDen
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Rising high school seniors experience West Point at SLE
By Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

One thousand rising high school seniors 
were given the opportunity of a lifetime as they 
participated in the Summer Leader Experience 
(SLE) at West Point from May 28-June 10.  

Separated into two weeklong sessions of 
500 cadet candidates each week, the high school 
juniors got to see if the U.S. Military Academy 
was the right pick for them. 

Not only do the cadet candidates go through 
a vigorous application process, but after 
applying to the program, they must be selected 
among 6,000 other candidates.  

Ultimately, 1,000 are selected to participate 
in the experience.

“They’re really getting a broad overview 
of what it means to be a cadet and some of the 
training that we do here,” Class of 2017 Cadet 
Jonah Mills said. “They’re all moving into 
their senior year in high school and this is an 
experience to see if this is for them.”

Throughout the week, the cadets are 
exposed to an intensive West Point experience 
including academic courses, physical instruction 
and military training.

“They’re seeing the academic side for the 
first three days of the week and then Thursday 
we have Military Day and we’re out at Camp 
Buckner and they’re doing real field training,” 
Mills said. “We’ve been doing PT during the 
week so in the mornings we wake up and do 
the physical training, we work out, we do a run, 
so they’ve kind of seen all three sides of West 
Point—the military side, the physical side and 
the academics.”

By the end of the week, the cadet candidates 
usually have made up their minds.

“West Point is my number one choice 
right now,” rising high school senior Isabella 
Montanaro said. “I’ve always been in love 
with the whole idea of serving and being in 
the military.  Coming here, I’m sold! I love it.”

Montanaro said that coming to West Point 

Students from high schools across the United States conduct military training tasks under the supervision of cadets 
and Soldiers from the 10th Mountain Division during the 2016 Summer Leader Experience. SLE gives high school 
juniors a week to experience life as a cadet to inform their college selection decision. SLE is a fast-paced program of 
academic classes, military training, physical fitness training and intramural athletics conducted each year in June.  
                    Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito t. bryant/USMa Pao
gave her a heads-up on what to expect when 
applying or coming for R-Day.  She also said 

that she’s been granted some new opportunities.
“I think firing the M-249’s, the machine 

guns, was my favorite part,” she said. “I’ve 
never shot firearms before so it was really cool.”

Jack Haverkate from Fayetteville, North 
Carolina enjoyed shooting weapons as well, 
but said the camaraderie was the highlight of 
his trip.

“All of us back home are big fish in a 
small pond but when you’re here, it’s just so 
humbling to be around a group of people who 
are as motivated and intelligent and smart 
and determined as you are to make it here,” 
Haverkate said.  

Haverkate found out about the program 
online and said that nothing would get in his 
way of making it to West Point, even his Air 
Force Academy family.

“My dad’s an Air Force grad and my sister 
is in the (Air Force) Academy right now, but I 
felt like I needed something different and I feel 
like this week has cleared up my decision,” 
Haverkate said.  “I’m Air Force born and bred 
and I know everything about it, and I like a 
challenge, it just seems to be what Army is all 
about.”

Of the 1,000 cadet candidates participating 
in SLE, it is estimated that 40 percent will return 
as plebes in 2017.

A high school student performs a low crawl during the Summer Leader Experience June 2 at Camp Buckner. 
                Photo by MiChelle eberhart/PV
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A celebration of “Old 
G l o r y ”  T u e s d a y 
comm em or a ted  the 
adoption of the flag of 
the United States, which 
happened June  14 , 
1777 by resolution of 
the Second Continental 
Congress. (Left) The 
American Flag is at 
ha l f - s ta f f  due  to  a 
terrorist attack tragedy 
in Orlando, Fla., early 
Sunday morning that 
killed 49 people and 
injured 53. The U.S. 
Army also celebrated 
its birthday Tuesday as 
Congress adopted “the 
American continental 
army” after reaching a 
consensus position in 
the Committee of the 
Whole on June 14, 1775.   
    Photo by Kathy eaStWooD/PV

Reception Day (R-Day) is an annual event held 
at the U.S. Military Academy as it receives 
over 1,150 incoming cadet candidates to West 
Point initiating the beginning of Cadet Basic 
Training on the road to becoming members 
of the Corps of Cadets. Each summer the 
cadet leadership must rehearse this complex 
process that transforms 1,150 civilians into 
new cadets in approximately eight hours. In 
order to achieve this, the Corps of Cadets 
needs volunteers from the community to 
serve as cadet candidates and go through the 
process as if they were arriving on R-Day. If 
you are 12 years of age or older and in good 
health, sign up and spend the morning at West 
Point to be a part of a storied tradition and help West Point prepare for this 
historic event. The “Be a Cadet for a Day” volunteer session is scheduled 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. June 24. The registration is limited to the first 300 volunteers. Your 
support is greatly appreciated and is a crucial element to the Corps’ success. 
It is guaranteed to be a fun-filled day that you will remember for years to come. 
Also, if you are a member of the incoming USMA Class of 2020, you may not 
participate in this event. If you have questions about registration or need to 
cancel, contact Catherine Weidenhof at Catherine.Weidenhof@usma.edu or 
845-938-8686.                           CoUrteSy Photo

Be a Cadet for a Day A Salute to Flag Day
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Fallen Cadet honored at Fort Hood memorial ceremony
By Erin Rogers
Fort Hood Public Affairs

FORT HOOD, Texas—Hundreds of family, 
friends, comrades and supporters attended a 
memorial held for Class of 2018 Cadet Mitchell 
Alexander Winey, 21, at the Spirit of Fort Hood 
Chapel June 9.

Winey, of the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point, was one of nine victims of the 
flood waters that took his life and the lives 
of eight Soldiers while conducting convoy 
operations with 3rd Battalion, 16th Field 
Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division, June 2. 

“We are here on a solemn day, to pay tribute 
to a fallen comrade,” Maj. Gen. J.T. Thomson 
III, 1st Cav. Div. commanding general, said. 
“Today’s ceremony allows Mitch’s fellow 
cadets to honor him.

“To Mitch’s family,” he added, “thank you 
for being here, and more so, thank you for 
allowing Mitch to serve our nation.”

Winey’s memorial was held ahead of the 
other eight fallen at Fort Hood, because the 
cadets are heading back to New York June 11. 
Fort Hood officials wanted Winey’s brothers- 
and sisters-in-arms to be able to attend. The 
memorials for Fort Hood’s eight Soldiers will 
be held at a later date.

More than 100 cadets from West Point have 
been at Fort Hood since late May, for their 
Cadet Troop Leader Training—a course all 
West Point cadets go through during their time 
at the academy. 

“Mitch was many things to many people,” 
Thomson said. “A loving son, a caring brother, a 
kind and devoted friend and a selfless teammate 
in the great West Point Class of 2018.”

Winey’s best friend and fellow cadet, Zain 
Shaikh, spoke at the memorial. Shaikh began his 

remarks with letting the more than 300 people 
in attendance know that, last week, the world 

lost one of its brightest souls. 
“While we are gathered here to remember, 

we should not grieve or mourn,” Shaikh said. 
“Instead, I invite you all to celebrate the great 
memories of a beautiful life, even if it was too 
short. 

“I have enough memories of Mitch to last 
a lifetime, and then some,” he added. “But 
that’s the kind of person he was … a doer. He 
didn’t wait around for things to happen … he 
truly lived.”

Shaikh said he and Winey’s favorite thing 
to do together was travel, because Winey loved 
meeting new people.

“Mitch loved people,” Shaikh said about the 
two of them meeting people everywhere from 
Arizona, Indiana and North Carolina to Italy, 
Spain and Ireland. “And people loved Mitch 
… he touched so many lives. I’ve never seen 
anyone make friends quite like Mitch Winey.”

Shaikh said he realizes now more than ever 
how many lives Winey truly touched, saying he 
has been receiving calls from all over the world 
from people he’s never met, asking about his 
fallen friend.

West Point’s 2018 class year has a motto of 
“With Strength, We Lead,” which Thomson said 
could not have been better for a spirited class 
who bonded together to flourish as team leaders 
and truly demonstrate true leadership in all of 
their endeavors and cadet challenges.

During West Point’s CTLT, cadets choose 
and are assigned to a unit with the branch they 
are interested in entering into upon graduation. 
Winey was exploring the branch of field artillery 
with Fort Hood’s 3-16 FA Regt., serving as a 
transportation platoon leader, when the floods 
struck on the range.

 “To the Corps of Cadets and the Long 
Gray Line, we grip hands as our hearts stand at 
attention,” Thomson said after the cadets and 
West Point graduates in attendance sang the 
USMA alma mater together.

Raised in Indiana, Winey began at West 
Point in July of 2014 and was set to graduate 
in 2018. 

He was majoring in engineering management 
and excelled in company athletics, having just 
been announced as the assistant cadet-in-charge 
of the ski patrol. 

He had many hobbies, to include skiing, 
hiking, cliff diving, playing piano, rock climbing 
and traveling, and was working on attaining his 
pilot’s license.  

“Mitch loved bringing people together,” 
Shaikh said. “And my greatest hope, to honor 
his memory, is by letting his passing bring us 
closer, and send us to the far ends of the Earth 
to spread his joy and celebrate his life.

“Mitch was a doer,” he concluded. “He 
never looked back, and he wouldn’t want us 
to, either.”

Class of 2018 Cadet James Manni (right) comforts Class of 2018 Cadet Zain Shaikh during an tearful goodbye to his 
best friend and classmate Cadet Mitchell Winey at a memorial ceremony June 9 at Fort Hood, Texas. 
                   PhotoS by niCK Conner/fort hooD PUbliC affairS

Friends and classmates of Class of 2018 Cadet Mitchell Winey render their final 
salutes during his memorial ceremony June 9 at Fort Hood, Texas. Winey was 
one of nine victims of the flood waters that took his life and the lives of eight 
Soldiers while conducting convoy operations with 3rd Battalion, 16th Field 
Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, June 2. 
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Ready West Point: Are You Ready for Summer?
Submitted by the Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization and Security

With winter in the rearview mirror, families 
across the United States are leaving home for 
summer vacations. While tropical beaches 
and other family-friendly destinations can be 
relaxing, dangers persist. 

Please take a few minutes to prepare your 
family for any emergency.

Travel Safe: There are precautions you 
can take to make sure your entire family arrives 
at your destination safely and in good spirits—
everything from making sure you are using 
the correct safety seat for each child to taking 
steps to get through airport security smoothly 
to bringing supplies for keeping children 
entertained on long trips. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) offers tips for a number of travel 
situations. For more details, visit https://www.
aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-
room/news-features-and-safety-tips/Pages/
Travel-Safety-Tips.aspx.

Keep Your Guard Up: The American 
Red Cross recommends that you only swim at 
lifeguard-protected beaches. 

They also advise individuals to avoid diving 
headfirst into the water and to be conscious of 
potentially dangerous aquatic life. For more 
details, visit http://www.redcross.org/prepare/
disaster/water-safety/beach-safety.

Stay Safe In The Sunshine: The 
American Academy of Pediatrics encourages 
individuals of all ages to be cautious when 
exposed to sunlight. AAP recommends wearing 
clothing made of tightly woven fabrics, using 
broad-spectrum sunscreen, avoiding the 
sun during peak hours (10 a.m.-4 p.m.), and 
wearing a wide-brimmed hat and sunglasses. 
For more details, visit https://www.aap.
org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/
news-features-and-safety-tips/Pages/Spring-
Break-Safety-Tips.aspx.

Summer Storm Season: As summer 
begins, it’s important to know how to be prepared 
for severe weather and possible disasters. 
Besides always heeding safety measures, the 
most important thing is to maintain awareness 
and to take appropriate action. 

Do you know if the weather will be severe 
today? The National Weather Service provides 
a website that you can use to find out about 
weather conditions throughout the United 

States. For more details, visit 
http://www.weather.gov/
okx/.

Sign up for Weather Push 
Notification Alerts at https://
www.fema.gov/mobile-app.

For additional information 
on how to prepare for a “safe” 
family summer vacation, 
check out these tips from 
the National Preparedness 
Community at http://www.
c o m m u n i t y. f e m a . g o v /
connect.ti/readynpm.

Have a wonderful summer 
vacation. And, remember—
Make a Kit, Have a Plan, Be 
Informed.

Lt. Col. John Cross (right), commandant of the U.S. Military Academy 
Preparatory School, relinquishes command to USMA Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. at a ceremony June 8 at USMAPS. Cross 
will become a professor at Illinois State University in Normal, Ill., in its 
ROTC program. Prior to becoming commandant at USMAPS, Cross was 
the Regimental Tactical Officer of the 1st Regiment for the U.S. Corps of 
Cadets.                         Photo by Kathy eaStWooD/PV

Cross relinquishes 
USMAPS command
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By Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Nestled 500 feet above sea level and 
overlooking the U.S. Military Academy, Fort 
Putnam is a cherished relic for the West Point 
community. Built in 1778 as a fort during the 
American Revolution, it was one of a series of 
forts and strongholds that protected the Great 
Chain across the Hudson River.  

Today, Fort Putnam reminds us of West 
Point’s historical significance, as George 
Washington referred to the location as the “Key 
to the Continent.”

“Fort Putnam is very well preserved, in 
part because West Point has a limited access to 
most public,” West Point Museum curator Paul 
Ackermann said. “Therefore, when you visit the 
fort, you’re seeing a remnant of the American 
Revolution in a great state of preservation.”

The Fort contains remnants from the 
Revolutionary War, as well as a small museum 
for visitors. It underwent renovations in the 
early 1900’s and has been maintained ever since.

Ackermann referred to Fort Putnam as a 
“national treasure,” but despite its rich history, 
some people on the installation may never have 
visited.

“When you see the history and what it 
stood for, some people unfortunately live on 
West Point and don’t even know where it’s at,” 

Fort Putnam—West Point’s 
hidden Revolutionary treasure

Jim Storms, who has served as a Fort Putnam 
Security Guard for about 30 years, said. “I get 
cadets up there and people tell me that they’ve 
been here four years and this is the first time 
they’ve been up here.”

Although Storms has been working at the 
fort for decades, he is still in awe by its beauty.

“It’s one of the most picturesque spots on the 
Hudson,” he said.  “I really think it’s a beautiful 
spot, I would put it up against any type of venue 
on the Hudson.”

Aside from the cannons and the views, 
Storms says that Fort Putnam has also been a 
spot where great memories have been made.

“There was a gentleman who walked up 
here with his great-grandson, it was hard for 
him to get up to the fort, and I was watching 
him struggle. He got all the way up and he stood 
over there by where the flag is,” Storms said.  
“I came over there just to talk to them and I 
said, ‘you alright?’ He said, ‘on this spot, I met 
my wife, she had died the week before. This is 
where I was a cadet, fell in love, back then we 
couldn’t even hold hands. But I had to come 
back up here.’  His great grandson was crying, 
I was getting emotional just from the story.”

Fort Putnam is located on Delafield Road, 
past Delafield Pond from Merritt Road. It is 
open from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday through August and after home football 
games in the fall.

The U.S. Military Academy Prep School (USMAPS) Reception-Day rehearsal, 
takes place from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. July 14. Volunteers are needed to assist with the 
rehearsal for R-DAY at USMAPS for the Class of 2017. Volunteers ages 12 and 
up would serve as “Cadet Candidates for a Day” and go through all aspects of 
the reception in preparation for USMAPS R-Day. Registration is limited to the 
first 200 volunteers. Call 845-938-1904 or email Andrew.scott@usma.edu or 
tammy.brochetti@usma.edu. 

Be a Cadet Candidate for a Day

Fort Putnam, located on Delafield Road past Delafield Pond from Merritt Road, 
is open 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday through August and after 
home football games in the fall.         Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito t. bryant/USMa Pao
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walterblake7: Can’t say 
I’ve enjoyed every day 
of Air Assault School... 
but it has some perks 
#1moreday

#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

seanhwang18: Graduated and got my air 
assault wings today, and got to share 
the experience with my gigantic plebe no 
more #airassault

soultraneswerve: Squad up. #thebox
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lap Swim closed through Wednesday

Due to the DOD Warrior Games, the West Point MWR 
lap swim program at Crandall Pool will be closed through 
Wednesday. Normal operating hours will resume June 23.

For details, call 938-2985.

Answer to Cancer
Bike for a future immune to cancer with the Cancer Research 

Institute’s “Answer to Cancer” fundraiser event. 
Join the institute June 25 for a unique cycling journey that 

kicks off with a special military procession through the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and continues through the 
challenging terrain of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Highlights of the 25-, 50- or 100-mile route options include 
a breathtaking view at the scenic Storm King Highway. 

All event proceeds will support lifesaving cancer 
immunotherapy research. 

Opportunities are available for riders or volunteers. Visit 
www.a2c.org to learn more and register.

Armed Forces Voters Week 
West Point is participating in Armed Forces Voters’ Week 

(June 27-July 5) and is encouraging voters to register by filling 
out and mailing in a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) 
for military personnel and their voting-age dependents or the 
National Voter Registration Application (NVRA) for non-military 
citizens, in preparation for the 2016 Presidential election. 

The Installation Voting Assistance Program will have voter 
registration booths set up from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at Keller Army 
Community Hospital on June 27, the West Point Main Exchange 
on June 29, and the West Point Commissary on June 30. 

For questions or details, visit the West Point Voting 
Assistance Officer located in the Army Education Center next to 
Subway, at 683 Buckner Loop, or contact the Voting Assistance 
Officer, Christopher Snuggs, at 845-938-4324 or email at vote.
westpoint@usma.edu. 

Vacation Bible School
The West Point Chapel’s Vacation Bible School will be held 

Aug. 2-5 at the West Point Middle School. 
Participants and volunteers should sign-up at https://www.

groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/westpointchapels.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at 
Washington Hall Room 4101. 

For details, contact SMAC President Master Sgt. Carlos 
Evans at 254-575-9817 or Secretary Sgt. 1st Class Cinnamon 
Chambers at 909-562-5924.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Army Education Center  

College courses are offered through the Army Education 
Center at West Point. 

Undergraduate classes: 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Family Camp Out

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum will be hosting its 
popular Family Camp Out from 6 p.m. Friday through 8 a.m. 
Saturday at the Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center, on Muser 
Drive, across from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall. 

Welcome summer with a night under the stars. After dinner, 
bring your family, a tent and sleeping bags for an evening of 
nocturnal fun. 

Make s’mores around the campfire and listen to a tale or two. 
Light breakfast snack and coffee will be provided on Saturday 
morning. 

Pre-paid registration is required to reserve a camp-site. 
Limited spaces are available. 

For online registration and more details, visit hhnm.org.

Welcome Summer with a Full Moon Hike 
Come to the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum for the “Full 

Moon Summer Solstice Hike” at 7:30 p.m. Monday.  
Welcome Summer with this family-friendly hike. The June 

full moon is an extra special event because it is also the evening 
of the Summer Solstice. 

Celebrate the longest day of the year with a hike around the 
beautiful ponds and fields. 

For registration and more details, visit hhnm.org or call 
845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Highlands Farmers Market is open
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market is open 

for the 2016 season every Sunday. The farmers and food vendors 
that local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-
0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;

• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-
2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.

Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. 

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days 
a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. For details, call 938-3590 
or visit the Museum on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WestPointMuseum.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is only two-plus miles from Thayer 
Gate and only two miles from the Bear Mountain Bridge.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as well 
as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged people.

The Church will hold a Vacation Bible School for children 
up through sixth grade, free of charge, from 6:15-8:45 p.m. July 
11-15. 

A separate program for teenagers will be held at 6:15-8:45 
p.m. July 18-22. Register at www.gracebaptistny.org, or in 
person the week of VBS.

Second (Indianhead) Division Association
The Second (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 

for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division at 
any time. 

For information about the association and its 95th annual 
reunion in Springfield, Missouri, from Sept. 20-24, contact 
secretary-treasurer, Bob Haynes, at 2idahq@comcast.net or 
224-225-1202; or visit www.2ida.org.

Community

Death Notice
Anyone with debts owed to or by the estate of Cadet 

Mitchell A. Winey must contact Capt. Daniel King, the 
Summary Court Officer for the cadet. Winey passed away at 
Fort Hood, Texas, on June 2.    

Contact King at 785-410-5995 or daniel.king@usma.edu.
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FEATURED EVENT
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble

Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. for the Superintendent’s 
Golf Scramble today. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. with a 
1 p.m. shotgun start. 

There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 
prizes and dinner). 

For details, call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435.  

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

SKIES Soo Bahk Do Program 
The Child, Youth and School Age Services SKIES 

Instructional Program is offering youth, ages 5-18 years, the 
opportunity to try the traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. 

This is a classical martial art which develops every aspect of 
the self. The purpose is to create a person who is free from inner 
confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world.  

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. 

The instructors, a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean 
master instructors. A free session, consisting of a 45-minute class, 
is scheduled for 6:10-7 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Registration is required and can be done through Parent 
Central or Webtrac. Space is limited. Regular sessions start in 
June. A nominal fee will be charged for these classes. 

For details, contact Kirsten Rautter, SKIES director, at 938-
8893.  

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 

riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 

There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers. For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.
com/morgan.

Delafi eld Pond is now open
Delafield Pond is now open for swimming. Hours of 

operation are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. seven days a week. 
Family Splash Passes and Punch Cards are available for 

purchase, so come on out and start soaking up the sun for the 
summer fi lled with sun and fun in the water.

For details, call 938-5158.

See West Point with CYS Services
If you are new to West Point and entering grades 5-8, join 

Child, Youth and School age Services for a tour of your new 
community.

Receive a guided tour of West Point Middle School, visit 
MWR facilities (Morgan Farm, Bowling Center, Arts and Crafts 
Center, Ski Lodge and more) and visit the AAFES Express for 
a complimentary slushy. 

Most importantly, you’ll get to meet new friends along the 
way. Tours will take place from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. today, June 30 
and July 21. 

Call the School Liaison Offi ce at 938-2092 to sign up.
 

Unifi ed Sports
The Exceptional Family Member Program will continue 

working with the West Point cadets to facilitate Unifi ed Sports. 
MWR believes in bringing people together and fostering an 
environment of friendship, support and compassion through 
several different activities. 

Through Unifi ed Sports you can take part with our dedicated 
cadet volunteers in a series of outdoor sport activities. Join us 
as we create friendships, learn and most importantly, have fun.

Upcoming Unifi ed Sports dates include:
• Aug. 21—Unifi ed Sports on the Plain; 
• Sept. 18—Unifi ed Trail (Constitution Island); 
• Oct. 2—Unifi ed Patch (Pumpkin/Apple Picking); 
• Oct. 16—Unifi ed Riding (Horseback);
• Oct. 30—Unifi ed Hoops (Tentative);
• Nov. 6—Unifi ed Learning; 
• Nov. 20—Unifi ed Tennis; 
• Dec. 3—Unifi ed Giving (Wreaths across America). 
For details, call 938-5655/0232 or email us at Josephine.

toohey@usma.edu or lucia.mendez@usma.edu.

FOR THE YOUTHSFOR THE FAMILIES

Yoga at Trophy Point (updated, time change) 
Join the MWR Fitness Center at Trophy Point for Outdoor 

Yoga with Christine. Classes start at 8:40 a.m., weather 
permitting. 

FOR THE ADULTS

Classes are scheduled for Saturday, July 16 and 30, Aug. 6 
and 20, Sept. 3 and 17. 

There is a minimal fee for this class. For details, call 938-
6490.

2016 Department of Defense Warrior Games
The 2016 DOD Warrior Games will take place at West Point 

through Wednesday. Come out and cheer warrior athletes from 
the United States and the United Kingdom. 

For details, visit http://warriorgames.dodlive.mil/.

Driving Range Open Weekends
The Driving Range at the West Point Golf Course is open 

through Sept. 4. 
The Driving Range will be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting). One size bucket of 
balls will be available and MWR will have a limited concession 
services available for additional purchase. 

For details, call 845-938-2435.

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

ODR 2016 Summer Movie Series 
MWR Outdoor Recreation presents free movies to the public 

on a giant infl atable movie screen. The upcoming movies are:
• Friday—The Good Dinosaur, 8:45 p.m. at H-Lot Fields;
• July 9—Inside Out, 8:45 p.m. at H-Lot Fields;
• July 22—Despicable Me, 8:45 p.m. at Delafi eld Pond.
Movie concessions are available for purchase.
For details, call 845-938-0123.

Leisure Travel Services June events 
Join Leisure Travel Services for its June events. The 

upcoming events include:

• Saturday—Coney Island Mermaid Parade. Leave West 
Point at 10:30 a.m. Leave Coney Island at 5:30 p.m.;

• June 24—Destination Lower Manhattan trip. Leave West 
Point at 8 a.m. Leave NYC at 3:30 p.m. Where American history 
started for so many and the gateway for the future. Visit the Statue 
of Liberty, 9/11 Memorial, NY Stock Exchange, Brooklyn Bridge 
and so much more.

For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-
3601. 

2016 Arts & Crafts Summer Art Camp
West Point Arts & Crafts is gearing up for the 2016 Summer 

Art Camp. This year’s theme is “Artopia,” and it is encouraged 
for the campers to Explore, Inspire and Create through a variety 
of artistic mediums and experiences.  

Each week will culminate with an art show put on by our 
campers to showcase their talents.  

Camp dates are, Tuesday-June 24, July 19-22 and July 26-29. 
The camp will run Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Registration must be in person and is on a first-come, 
fi rst-served basis as space is limited. Payment is due at time of 
registration. Call 845-938-4812 for more information. 

Father’s Day Brunch (updated, number change)
Come join the West Point Club from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday 

for its annual Father’s Day Brunch. 
There is a nominal fee for this brunch. For reservations, call 

938-5120.
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Keller Corner

Join WPFH at 4:30 p.m. June 24 at 126 
Washington Road for a good movie, snacks 
and drinks. 

The movie “Hero 6” will be the featured 
fi lm. It has a rating of PG. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Wednesday.

• Fun with Pizza: Take and bake 
personal pizza from 3-4 p.m. June 28 at 126 
Washington Road. 

The kids will prepare mini-personal 
pizzas with a variety of toppings to choose 
from. 

They will create the pizzas on-site and 
then take them home to bake. To register for 
this event, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com with 
name of child by June 24.

• Lending Library: The Lending 
Library is open during business hours at 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, 2-6 p.m. Wednesday and 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday at 126 Washington 
Road. 

• Family Zumba with Marcela: 
Family Zumba with Marcela is scheduled 
from 10 a.m.-noon Tuesday at Dragon Park. 

Enjoy this fun-fi lled, family interacting, 
cardio class that offers simple step by step 
trainings for all levels and ages. 

Email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by today.  
All events are free and open to current West 
Point Family Home residents.

• “Hero 6” viewing: It’s Showtime! 

Friday—Finding Dory, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Finding Dory, PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of June and August. There will be 
no classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

The June and August sessions will be 
all-day courses, scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday and Aug. 13. 

For more information and/or to arrange a 
seat for the classes, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 938-3210. 

Diabetes Seminar June 30 at KACH
Keller Army Community Hospital will 

conduct a “Successfully Surviving the 
Summer with Diabetes” seminar from 1–3 
p.m. June 30 in the ground fl oor conference 
room (G59) of Keller’s Brian D. Allgood 
Ambulatory Clinic.

Space is limited. For details or to RSVP, 
contact Gwen Swinson at 938-8241.

Come learn tools and diabetic-friendly 
recipes to prepare for the summer barbecue 
season. Additionally, if you have a favorite 
summer recipe, submit the recipe ahead of 
time and a diabetic-friendly suggestion will 
be provided.

Prior to attending, please consider the 
following questions:

1. How important is it to you to keep your 
diabetes well controlled during the summer 
season?

2. What are your greatest challenges 
during the summer season? 

3. What are your typical cravings during 
this time?

4. What motivates your positive behavior 

and keeps you on track? 
A diabetic-friendly snack will be provided 

during the seminar.

DEERS and Prime Enrollment Drop
Keller Army Community Hospital has 

been made aware that on or about May 27, 
2016, the records for 100,000 TRICARE 
benefi ciaries were dropped from DEERS. 

The DEERS Support Office is in the 
process of reinstating the records and Health 
Net Federal Services is currently automatically 
restoring TRICARE Prime enrollment to 
Active Duty Military Sponsors only.

Steps for benefi ciaries who discover they 
are no longer in DEERS:

• Contact DEERS to request reinstatement 
in DEERS.

• Verify that DEERS eligibility has been 
reinstated and, if enrolled in TRICARE Prime, 
contact Health Net Federal Services to request 
that TRICARE Prime enrollment be restored.  

Contact information for DEERS (Defense 
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System):

• Call 800-538-9552 or visit http://
milconnect.dmdc.mil—Defense Manpower 
Data Center; 

• Call 845-938-3746—West Point ID Card 
and Privilege Section.

Contact information for Health Net 
Federal Services:

• Call 877-874-2273 and the options 
are: 

PRESS 1—For English or 3 for Spanish;
PRESS 2—Sponsor or Benefi ciary; Enter 

Sponsor Social Security Number or DBN 
followed by # (pound key);

PRESS 3—Enrollment, PCM changes;
PRESS 4—Enrolling into Prime.
Keller’s Health Benefi ts Advisors can be 

reached at 845-938-4838.

Benny Havens Band presents 
“Totally Rad ‘80s” June 25
Submitted by the West Point Band

The West Point Band’s Benny Havens Band 
will continue the “Music Under the Stars” 
concert series with “Totally Rad ‘80s” at 7:30 
p.m. June 25 at Trophy Point Amphitheater. 

This concert is free and open to all.
Join the Benny Havens Band, the popular 

music component of the West Point Band, for 
an evening of pure, unadulterated 80’s music—
everything from the big hits, to one-hit wonders, 
to 80’s rock and dance music. 

It’s going to be one big party with music 
from artists such as Michael Jackson, Madonna, 
Starship, Whitesnake, Whitney Houston, Lionel 
Richie, Tina Turner, Bobby Brown, Pat Benatar, 
Joan Jett, Survivor and Van Halen, just to name 

a few. 
We encourage everyone to dress the part: 

tease your hair, bust out your legwarmers and 
neon glasses, and dance the night away.

Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization and 
continues to provide world-class music to 
educate, train and inspire the Corps of Cadets 
and to serve as ambassadors of the U.S. Military 
Academy and the Army to local, national and 
international communities.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found 
by following us on Facebook, YouTube and 
Twitter.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-June 23

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of June 16-23
Channels 8/23

The West Point Band’s Benny Havens Band will perform “Totally Rad ‘80s” at 
7:30 p.m. June 25 at the Trophy Point Amphitheater.           CoUrteSy Photo
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Team Army has landed, let the Games begin
sPorts

Susan Wilson helps Army Veteran Sgt. Ryan Major with the inprocessing 
paperwork upon arriving at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point for the 2016 
Department of Defense Warrior Games June 7. Wilson is the site coordinator 
for the Adaptive Reconditioning Program at the Fort Hood, Texas, Warrior 
Transition Battalion. Major is a member of Team Army competing in all of 
the events at the Warrior Games. The DOD Warrior Games, June 15-21, is an 
adaptive sports competition for wounded, ill and injured service members and 
veterans. Athletes representing teams from the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air 
Force, Special Operations Command and the British Armed Forces compete 
in archery, cycling, track and field, shooting, sitting volleyball, swimming and 
wheelchair basketball.

West Point Summer 
Softball League Standings

STANDINGS                W  -   L
1. ODIA #1                8   -   0
2. DPW                6   -   0
3. DMI               6   -   3
4. USMA BAND                3   -   1
5. STEWART MARINES              2   -   1
6. ODIA #2                3   -   3
7. HIST/SOCIAL SCIENCES            2   -   3
8. MP’s                1   -   2
9. KACH                   2   -   4
10. MATH                3   -   5
11. CLS/PANE                   3   -   6
12. ACI            1   -   6
13. ENGINEERS                      0   -   6
**Regular season standings as of June 9. 

Story and photo by 
Master Sgt. D. Keith Johnson
3 1 6 t h  S u s t a i n m e n t  C o m m a n d 
(Expeditionary)

After months of planning and coordination 
with many moving parts, sister services, and 
one of the U.S. allies, the troops for Team Army 
have landed. It is not the Normandy invasion; 
it is the arrival of Team Army athletes at the 
United States Military Academy at West Point 
from across the country, preparing to compete 
in the 2016 Department of Defense Warrior 
Games June 15-21. 

Approximately 250 athletes will represent 
the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, 
Special Operations Command and the United 
Kingdom Armed Forces. They will compete 
for gold, silver and bronze medals in archery, 

cycling, track, field, sitting volleyball, shooting, 
swimming and wheelchair basketball.

Sgt. 1st Class Michael Smith, the Team 
Army support staff noncommissioned officer 
in charge, was there to greet athletes as they 
stepped off of the bus. 

“Just to be able to help the athletes and 
to facilitate the healing process is an honor,” 
Smith said.

Staff Sgt. Carlton Duncan, also a member of 
the support staff, agreed. “To be on this side of 
the reception and integration (process), at times 
we’re overwhelmed with joy to see the smiles 
as the athletes step off of the bus,” Duncan said. 

Both Smith and Duncan are former Warrior 
Games athletes. 

The yearlong process for the athletes to get 
to the Warrior Games is both rehabilitative and 
competitive. The starting point is at the unit 

level where Soldiers in Warrior Transition Units 
participate in adaptive reconditioning. 

They hear about the Warrior Games and 
decide to try out. Unit level competitions, 
progress to battalion level and regional level. 
Then the top 150 Soldiers and Veterans compete 
at the Army Trials. Forty primary and five 
alternate athletes are selected to compete in the 
Warrior Games. 

The Team Army athletes made their way 
through the process and finally stepped off of 
the bus at West Point. 

“They have that moment of joy when they 
can exhale because they can say, ‘I’m here, 
there’s nothing else between me and competing 
in the 2016 Warrior Games,’” Duncan said. 
“No more hurdles. No more requirements. 
I’m here!” 


