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“Hip Fire”  
(Above) Soldiers from Fort Drum’s 1st Platoon, A Battery, 2-15 Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade Combat Team demonstrate the “Hip Fire” rapid deployment of Field 
Artillery Assets to engage troops in contact. This demonstration, and others, on “FA Day” during Cadet Field Training allowed rising Yearlings and Cows to 
experience different opportunities available within the Field Artillery Branch. See Page 3 for a photo page of summer training.  
                     Photo by Class of 2018 Cadet alex Werden
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New Cadet Visitation Day takes place 
from 1-5 p.m. July 17 for Class of 2020 

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.edu;

SHARP Resources • KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@usma.
edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@usma.
edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

The U.S. Army announced 
May 26 that Col. Cindy Jebb 
will be the next U.S. Military 
Academy’s Dean of the Academic 
Board, which makes her the first 
woman to hold this position in 
West Point history. 

The U.S. Senate confirmed 
Jebb’s appointment as the Dean 
after President Obama nominated 
her on April 28. 

Jebb currently serves as 
professor and head of the 
Department of Social Sciences 
and will replace Brig. Gen. Tim 
Trainor when he retires this 
month. 

“I am honored to have been 
confirmed to serve as the Dean 
of the Academic Board, and I 
feel privileged to lead a team of 
professionals who are dedicated 
to academic excellence in support of our mission to graduate leaders 
of character,” Jebb said. “I look forward to joining Lt. Gen. Caslen’s 
command team and building upon the legacy of Brig. Gen. Trainor and 
the distinguished group of deans before him.”

According to Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., Jebb will 
continue to lead the U.S. Military Academy in academic and character 
development of the cadets. 

“As one of our department heads, she is an integral member of the 
team, involved in so much of what makes West Point the pre-eminent 
leadership institution in the world,” Caslen said. “She’s revered amongst 
the faculty and cadets and we’re lucky to have her.” 

A 1982 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, Jebb received a Master 
of Arts in Political Science and Ph.D. in Political Science, both from Duke 
University, and a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies 
from the Naval War College. 

Jebb has authored or co-authored three books, conducted human 
security research in Africa, and completed study projects in Iraq, Djibouti 
and Afghanistan. 

Jebb has been head of the Department of Social Sciences since 2013. 
She is married to her classmate, Joel Jebb, Ph.D., and they have three 
children.

Jebb announced as new 
Dean of the Academic Board
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In the Field: Air Assault School, Field Artillery

(Above and right) USMA cadets negotiate obstacles during day “zero” of the U.S. Army Air 
Assault Course at West Point May 24. A mobile training team from the The Sabalauski Air 
Assault School in Fort Campbell, Kentucky, will administer multiple iterations of the course 
throughout the summer. For more photos, visit https://flic.kr/s/aHskxtBsVS. 
           Photos by staff sgt. Vito t. bryant/UsMa Pao

(Above) Soldiers from Fort Drum’s 2-15 Field Artillery, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team teach cadets how to "hang rounds" into 
mortar tubes as they fire downrange.                           
                           Photo by Class of 2018 Cadet alex Werden

(Above) Soldiers from Fort Drum’s B Battery, 2-15 Field Artillery, 2nd BCT demonstrate how 
to aim and fire the Howitzer cannon. This demonstration, and others, on "FA Day" during 
Cadet Field Training allowed rising Yearlings and Cows to experience different opportunities 
available within the Field Artillery Branch.           Photo by Class of 2018 Cadet alex Werden
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From Port-au-Prince to West Point: Idrache realizes dream
By Sgt. Ryan Noyes 
29th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

A West Point graduation presents an almost unparalleled 
spectacle of camaraderie, perseverance and adventure. These are 
tomorrow’s military elite, passing through a 214-year institution 
steeped in honor and tradition. On May 21, as 953 white hats flew 
up in the air, cheers of joy thundered through Michie stadium. 

In the midst of the spectacle, in the front row, stood the soon-
to-be pinned 2nd Lt. Alix Schoelcher Idrache. Tears covered his 
face as he looked back at the crowd. 

Idrache had a reason to be emotional. In seven years, he went 
from speaking basic English in a working class neighborhood in 
Port-au-Prince to graduating from one of the most prestigious 
military and educational institutions in the United States. 

In his youth, Idrache witnessed U.S. forces conducting 
humanitarian missions in Haiti. Always fascinated with cutting 
edge technology and military hardware sported by U.S. forces, 
he remarked that it was the Chinook that blew his mind. In Haiti, 
becoming a pilot can seem like an outlandish dream. 

“People where I’m from don’t grow up to be pilots right? Like 
they don’t dream of flying a helicopter, that’s not something you 
do,” Idrache said. “You don’t just say I’m going to be a pilot and 
make it happen. There (is) no aviation, there (are) no helicopters, 
no flight schools. There (is) none of that.”

This July, Idrache will enter the Army Aviation Center for 
Excellence at Fort Rucker, Alabama, as West Point’s top-ranking 
graduate this year in physics. 

He recalled the first time he filled out branch preferences, “I 
asked myself what is one thing I could never be if I didn’t come 
to West Point—and that’s a pilot.”

It’s a story that’s almost too good to be true. How did he 
achieve a congressional appointment, or learn English, or enlist 
in the military practically before his bags were unpacked in 
2009. What drove him into West Point, and what drove him to 
the top of his class?

Idrache credited his father, Dieujuste, for playing the primary 
role in his academic success. To care for his own family, Dieujuste 
dropped out of school at 14, leaving his countryside home to find 
work in Port-au-Prince, and, like any parent, the father of this 
young lieutenant wanted his children to have the opportunities 
that he didn’t. 

“My dad always said, ‘education is the only gift I can always 
give you, because I don’t have any material to give.’”

And so it goes that a young Alix Idrache would spend his 
teenage years as a book worm, driven by a father’s encouragement 
to use education and high marks as a ticket to a better life. 

His impressive academic drive was facilitated by his father’s 
drive to provide opportunity. Dieujuste migrated to America in 
search of a better life for his family, and in 2009, was able to 
bring Idrache to the U.S. as well. 

But where this kind of story usually ends was, in the case of 
Alix, only the beginning of a series of happenstance incidents 
and National Guard-fueled teamwork.

The first of these challenges was a legal requirement. His 
preliminary visit to the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services office involved application paperwork with the Selective 
Service System. Alix used this requirement as a means to leverage 
his future. 

Ultimately, he was attracted to the Maryland Army National 
Guard. As Idrache recalled with a laugh, “because of a free 
T-shirt!” The second stroke of luck happened months later, 
after Alix had graduated Army Combat Basic Training and his 
Advanced Individual Training.

His sister, then a high school junior, was required to hear 
presentations by the U.S. Service Academies. For her brother, 
she brought home a sticker that was handed out to students from 
West Point’s liaison. Alix slapped it on the outside of his laptop 
computer, though felt his chances of entering the U.S. Military 
Academy were nil at best.

Idrache credits his platoon leader, then 2nd Lt. Larry 

Halvorson, as the person who helped change his life for the 
second time in less than a year. 

Halvorson provided the information needed to begin the 
application process, and when the long application checklist 
surfaced, the unit’s full-time office administrator, Sgt. 1st Class 
Christi McKinney, was constantly at the ready to keep the process 
organized and moving.

Alix left the National Guard in 2012 to enter the 214th class 
of West Point cadets, but McKinney’s support was always there. 
McKinney and her mother made visits to West Point from the day 
Alix became a “Plebe” to the day he threw up his cap. 

It was McKinney, with her mother in tears nearby, who 
presented 2nd Lt. Alix Idrache his first salute in a courtyard at 

Bartlett Hall, home of the Department of Physics and Nuclear 
Engineering.

In an award ceremony for top-achieving scholars, Idrache 
was recognized with a well-earned Brig. Gen. Gerald A. Counts 
Memorial Award for earning the highest rating in Physics. After 
the ceremony, with the auditorium empty and all the house 
lights shut off, it was a dramatic atmosphere to say the least. 
Black walls. Black floor. Silhouettes of Eisenhower Hall’s 4,432 
seats. An illuminated U.S. Flag hung above the stage, possibly 
measuring 30’ wide by 20’ tall.

When asked, “What does that mean to you?” Idrache looked 
to it. Eyes locked. His lips quivered as he turned from a glance 
at Old Glory, his face drenched in tears from both eyes.

Overwhelming emotions came over 2nd Lt. Alix Schoelcher Idrache at the 2016 U.S. Military Academy 
Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony May 21 as he reflected back on a seven-year journey that took 
him from speaking basic English in a working class neigborhood in Port-au-Prince, Haiti to graduating 
from one of the most prestigious military and educational institutions in the United States.     
                                                             Photo by staff sgt. Vito t. bryant/UsMa Pao
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APG SHARP Summit focuses on readiness and accountability
By Mary B. Grimes 
(CECOM) Public Affairs

Readiness and accountability set the tone for the third 
annual Sexual Harassment and Assault Response and Prevention 
(SHARP) Summit held May 10 in Mallette Auditorium in 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.

With the auditorium filled near capacity, Non-commissioned 
officers, Department of Defense civilians, Senior Army officers, 
as well as members of the Senior Executive Service (SES) from 
locations across DOD joined in daylong panel discussions aimed 
at promoting greater awareness, and gaining fresher insights into 
myriad SHARP-related topics and trends. The discussions were 
designed to support the program’s theme for this year, “Not In 
My Army—From Buy-In to Ownership.”

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command 
(CECOM) Commanding General and APG Senior Installation 
Commander, Maj. Gen. Bruce T. Crawford, welcomed attendees, 
as well as SHARP supporters and organizers, and extended 
his sincere appreciation to keynote speaker Lt. Gen. Robert L. 
Caslen, Jr., 59th Superintendent, U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point for his participation in this high-profile SHARP initiative. 

The early morning summit began with an introductory video 
consisting of a variety of SHARP-driven events and activities 
conducted over the past year. 

For many of those who were unable to attend the recently 
held APG SHARP Poetry Slam, the summit allowed them an 
opportunity to hear several of the actual poets presenting their 
artistic creations. Ranging from profound to sobering, each 
presentation helped to build a foundation upon which the summit 
could continue. 

“When I look across the footprint, and look at who’s here 
today, I think we’ve got everybody well represented,” Crawford 
said in his opening remarks. “So, as we think about the subject, 
and the overall importance of this subject, it’s not about what 
only makes this community special, but the fact that you’re 
here today, I believe in my heart of hearts, this is what makes 
our nation great.” 

Crawford went on to say that a lot of hard work and energy 
had gone into this SHARP effort, and given all that had gone into 
this particular subject, leadership chose to move from ‘Buy-in’ 
to ‘Ownership.’ 

“A lot of great work has gone into readying our formations, 
and readying our workforce, and our Army to include our 
civilian employees,” Crawford said. “I ask you to think, and put 
yourself beyond what we talk about here today, and I want you 
to think about tomorrow. Where do we go from here? The way 
I described moving from ‘Buy-in’ to ‘Ownership’, and some of 
you have heard me say this, but I think it is appropriate at this 
time, is ‘buy-in’ means I like what you’re doing, but ‘ownership’, 
and what’s going to be required to get us beyond where we are 
today, to really get at the root cause, for some of the challenges, 
means I’m willing to help you. That’s where I believe we need 
to go. And that’s when we ultimately win.”

“I’m very passionate about the elimination of sexual 
harassment and sexual assault in our formations,” Caslen said 
during his keynote address. “I’m passionate about it at the United 
States Military Academy, and I’m passionate about leadership 
because that’s what leaders do, and to see this assembled group, 
to have a summit like this, and to see so many leaders and so 
many other people that are here today, I give you a lot of credit 
and I’m very proud to be a part of it.”

Caslen continued his presentation—touching on the matter 
of unintended consequences and how they are something that 
every leader has to understand. 

“Our actions and our words, regardless of what you think 
they mean, have consequences,” he said. “The importance about 
leaders is that leaders build teams. Leaders edify. They build 
people up. Leaders unite. They take diverse elements and bring 
them together as one.

“My job is to build people up and to be inclusive. Leaders 

are in the business of being inclusive, and making everybody on 
that team feel that they are a valued member of the team,” Caslen 
added. “Making everybody feel that they are respected. Making 
everybody feel that they can contribute, and making everybody 
feel that they are secure both emotionally and physically, and 
that’s what leaders do. It is the leadership and command climate 
that we as leaders present in our organizations, so that there is 
not sexist behavior, there is not favoritism of one over another. 
Everybody in our group is treated properly and with respect, and 
that’s what leaders do.”

While the summit clearly represented the APG leadership’s 
commitment to positive and unwavering support of SHARP 
sensitivities and demands, it also drove home the point that they 
recognize there remains much work to be done. 

This awareness was perfectly demonstrated by the following 
group of survivors and panelists:

• Panel 1—Innovation/Issues/Trends—Sgt. Maj. Stephen 
Bowens, HQDA SHARP Office; Samantha Ross, U.S. Military 
Academy; Chief Peter Anders, Millersville University Police 
Department; and Dr. Jessica Gallus, HQDA SHARP Office;

• Panel 2—Civilian Lines of Effort—Laura Crawford, HQDA 
SHARP Office; Dexter Brooks, Equal Opportunity Employment 
Commission; Lt. Col. Kyson Johnson, HQDA OTJAG; and Bette 
Stebbins-Inch, OSD SAPRO;

• Panel 3—Leadership Focus—Lauren Ishmael, JPEO-CBD; 
Col. James Davis, APG Garrison Commander; Maj. Rheanna 
Felton, OSJA, JFHQ-NCR/MDW; and Command Sgt. Maj. 
Matthew McCoy, CECOM Command Sgt. Maj.;

• Survivors Telling Their Story—Col. Jack Usrey, Artenze 
Hall and Melissa Myers.

Their topics addressed more in depth the way ahead and the 
challenges confronting SHARP in today’s environment. 

It is an environment that speaks to the continuous need for 
support of the Army’s readiness and accountability efforts. 

Nowhere was this more evident than in the words of those 
survivors who used the SHARP Summit as an opportunity to 
share their personal stories and experiences with sexual assault 
and harassment. 

Their courage to speak out was met with tremendous audience 

admiration and applause. 
While this year’s APG SHARP Summit drew to a close, the 

challenge to remain focused on readiness and accountability 
did not. 

“There is no point where we can get to where we can say, this 
is no longer a problem,” Crawford said. “So, I ask you to think 
beyond today, and think about what happens about 1700 hours 
this afternoon, when the summit is done. I want you to leave here 
with the mindset that there are 365 summits. 

“In order for us to get ourselves to where we need to be—
accountable to the nation—moving from ‘buy-in’ to ‘ownership’, 
this can’t be treated as a one off event, and so that’s my message 
to you all today,” he said.

By all accounts it was clear, the APG SHARP Summit 
successfully fostered ownership at every leadership level by 
providing the necessary tools and information to take effective 
action to attack this problem.

U.S. Military Academy Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. delivers the keynote address for the 
2016 SHARP Summit held at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.          Photo by (CeCoM) PUbliC affairs
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Hold on to your hats, 
Hurricane season is here!
By Dr. Christopher Hennen 
Emergency Manager, DPTMS

Hurricane season is fast approaching. Forecasters 
at all the major weather centers—including the Old 
Farmer’s Almanac—are predicting a higher-than-
average number of tropical storms for the Atlantic 
region this year. 

A typical year, based on weather records that go 
back to 1950, has 12 tropical storms, six of which 
are hurricanes. 

According to Weather Channel meteorologists, 
eight hurricanes are forecasted with three of these 
systems at a Category 3 or higher. What will the “big 
one” be named, Bonnie, Danielle, Earl, Karl, or one 
of the other 17 storm names for 2016?  

Last year, for the season that ran from June 1- 
Nov. 30, there were 11 named tropical storms, four 
of which attained hurricane strength at some point.

“The big lesson from hurricanes and other 
natural disasters is that we have to be thinking 
about the unthinkable because sometimes the 
unthinkable happens.” Joe Colombo, DPTMS’ Chief 
of Operations and Plans, said. “Hurricane season 

brings for many a grim reminder of the importance 
of preparedness, our only defense against nature’s 
unpredictability. As we saw firsthand with Sandy, 
it’s important to remember that tropical storm and 
hurricane impacts are not limited to the coastline. 
Strong winds, torrential rains, flooding and tornadoes 
often threaten inland areas far from where the storm 
first makes landfall.”

History teaches that a lack of hurricane awareness 
and preparation are common threads among all major 
hurricane disasters. By knowing what actions you 
should take, you can reduce the effects of a hurricane 
on yourself, your family and your property. 

The predictions for this year, coupled with the 
memory of Sandy, should provide the incentive for 
members of the West Point community to be ready 
for the next big storm, and that includes preparing 
pets as well. See page 7 on the story about protecting 
your pets.

Preparedness today can make a big difference 
down the line, so update your family emergency 
plan and make sure your emergency kit is stocked. 

Learn more about how you can prepare for 
hurricane season at www.ready.gov/hurricanes.

Reception Day (R-Day) is an annual event held at the U.S. Military 
Academy as it receives over 1,150 incoming Cadet Candidates to 
West Point initiating the beginning of Cadet Basic Training on the 
road to becoming members of the Corps of Cadets. Each summer the 
cadet leadership must rehearse this complex process that transforms 
1,150 civilians into new cadets in approximately eight hours. In 
order to achieve this, the Corps of Cadets needs volunteers from the 
community to serve as cadet candidates and go through the process 
as if they were arriving on R-Day. If you are 12 years of age or older 
and in good health, sign up and spend the morning at West Point 
to be a part of a storied tradition and help West Point prepare for 
this historic event. The “Be a Cadet for a Day” volunteer session is 
scheduled 9 a.m.-1 p.m. June 24. The registration is limited to the first 
300 volunteers. Your support is greatly appreciated and is a crucial 
element to the Corps’ success. It is guaranteed to be a fun-filled day 
that you will remember for years to come. Also, if you are a member 
of the incoming USMA Class of 2020, you may not participate in this 
event. If you have questions about registration or need to cancel, 
contact Catherine Weidenhof at Catherine.Weidenhof@usma.edu or 
(845) 938-8686.              CoUrtesy Photo

   Be 
    A 
Cadet
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Protect your pet: June is National Pet Preparedness Month
By the Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and 
Security

With temperatures rising and the official start of summer 
later this month, many of you will be heading out of town for 
some rest and relaxation.  

But you need to remember that if a disaster was to occur 
either here on West Point or while you are away for the summer, 
your pets need you more than ever.  

Just as you’ve prepared READY “emergency” kits for 
yourself and your family, you should also build a READY kit 
for your favorite furry (or perhaps hairless) friend.  

In honor of National Pet Preparedness Month, we have 
compiled a list of suggested items to include in your pet 
preparedness kit.  

Talking about pet preparedness and assembling a pet READY 
“preparedness” kit can be a great way to introduce kids to 
preparedness.

Consider including the following in your West Point READY 

kit:
• Food and water;
• Bowls and a manual can opener (if using canned food);
• Leash, collar, harness, and/or a pet carrier in which your 

pet can stand up and turn around;
• Medications, medical records and a first aid kit;
• Immunization and veterinary records (update as needed)
• Sanitation materials such as a litter box and associated 

supplies and/or plastic bags;
• Photo/description of your pet and a photo of you with 

your pet;
• Documentation of feeding schedule, medical concerns and 

other relevant information in case the animal needs to be boarded;
• Evacuation information, including a list of pet-friendly 

hotels or shelters, veterinarian contact information and contact 
information for out-of-town family or friends;

• If possible: toys, grooming supplies and a pet bed.
If you are a pet owner, being prepared and having a plan for 

your pet can save their lives.

It is recommended using a rescue sticker alert (available from 
the ASPCA website) to inform emergency response workers that 
you have pets inside your home.  

On the sticker include the types and number of pets in your 
household along with your veterinarian’s phone number.  

Also if you evacuate with your pet and time allows, write 
“EVACUATED” across the sticker so rescue workers don’t waste 
time looking for them.

Check out the following websites for further information:
• FEMA’s Caring for Animals page at https://www.ready.

gov/animals;
• American Humane Association’s Pet Preparedness Month 

page at http://www.americanhumane.org/animals/programs/
emergency-services/pet-preparedness-month.html;

• The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (ASPCA) Disaster Preparedness at http://www.aspca.
org/pet-care/general-pet-care/disaster-preparedness.

If or when a disaster strikes, think of your pet looking at you 
with their eyes saying simply: “What About Me.”   

In honor of National Pet Preparedness Month, if or when a disaster strikes, think 
of your pet looking at you with their eyes saying simply: “What About Me.”
                                      Photo by Katie bartelt  
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Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Secretary of the Army Eric Fanning presented the 
Secretary of the Army Award for Valor to U.S. Military 
Academy Historian Sherman Fleek on May 25 at the 
Pentagon. To be eligible for the award, the nominee must 
have distinguished him or herself by exhibiting great 
courage or sacrifice involving heroism or bravery.  

Sherman Fleek did just that.
While on leave in California in May 2015, Fleek and 

a friend visited an I-HOP on a Sunday afternoon. As they 
waited for a table, Fleek heard screams from the next room 
and saw women running from their chairs.  

As he looked at the cashier counter, he witnessed a 
man holding a gun to the cashier, calling out, “Put all the 
money in the bag!”

After a split-second of thought, Fleek’s instincts 
kicked in.

“Suddenly, a surge came to me,” Fleek said. “I jumped 
up and rushed him. In the flash of that moment I recall 
thinking that it had been 30 years or more since I did any 
hand-to-hand combat training or combatives in Special 
Forces training.”

Fleek, a retired lieutenant colonel, was able to jump 
on the gunman, allowing the cashier to duck behind the 
counter. Quickly, the gun was pointed toward Fleek’s 
chest.

“I pushed and shoved with all my strength and moved 
the weapon away from me,” Fleek said. “In doing this we 
both lost our balance and fell on the empty bench seat near 
the cashier counter. We continued for a moment to wrestle 
for control of the pistol while straddled across the bench 
seat.  Then gaining our feet, somehow we both separated.”

As they each gained their footing, the gunman ran 
away, leaving the restaurant patrons unharmed.  

Fleek’s bravery saved lives and embodied the valor 
that the Secretary of the Army Award represents, a 
dedication to excellence and commitment to selfless 
service. 

During the award ceremony honoring Soldiers’ and 
Army civilians’ exceptional service, Fanning said that this 
award marks a terrific achievement.

“People are our greatest resource,” Fanning said.  
“Our strength, the strength of this nation, has come from 
our values, our ethos and our people—the Soldiers and 
civilians we honor today epitomize the best the Army 
has to offer.”

In depth: West Point Historian earns 
Secretary of the Army Award for Valor

During the 2016 Secretary of the Army Awards ceremony May 
25 in the Pentagon, Secretary of the Army Eric K. Fanning 
recognized Sherman L. Fleek, historian at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, with the Secretary Of The Army Award 
for Valor.              Photo by C. todd loPez/arneWs
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_aaron_abraham: “When we least expect it, life sets us a 
challenge to test our courage and willingness to change; at 
such a moment, there is no point in pretending that nothing 
has happened or in saying that we are not yet ready. The
challenge will not wait. Life does not look back. A week is 
more than enough time for us to decide whether or not to 
accept our destiny.”—Paulo Coehlo

These past four years have been full of challenges. 
More than once did I consider leaving the Academy. More 
than once did I want to give up. But why shy away from 
the opportunity to be a part of something so much bigger 
than myself? Sure, it sucked. In fact, it sucked a lot. But 
through it all I made friends with some amazing people, 
people whom I call my brothers and sisters.

As we part ways and go off to the four corners of the 
world, I’ll miss each and every one of my brothers and 
sisters. Together we put up with the suck. We lied down in 
the mud and under the pouring rain, staring out into the 
woods. We packed our rucks and marched up the toughest 
hills. We stayed up late and pulled countless all nighters 
writing papers and studying for tests. We sang at Christmas 
dinner and smoked our cigars on the apron. We drank our 
fi ll at the Firstie Club and carried each other back to our 
rooms. We laughed. We cried. We gave ‘em hell. And we 
did it: we graduated.

So here’s to us, Class of 2016. Here’s to all my brothers 
and sisters. And here’s to the Long Gray Line. May the best 
of our past be the worst of our future.

#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

logantrust: Memorial Day Weekend. Lest we forget. 
commandant.usmilitaryacademy: Cadets learn to rig a fuel blivet during this 
summer's fi rst class of Air Assault School at West Point. The current class will graduate 
on June 3. #twitter @westpoint_usma @westpointpics #westpoint_cst2016
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Answer to Cancer

Bike for a future immune to cancer with the Cancer Research 
Institute’s “Answer to Cancer” fundraiser event. 

Join the Institute June 25 for a unique cycling journey that 
kicks off with a special military procession through the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and continues through the 
challenging terrain of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Highlights of the 25-, 50- or 100-mile route options include 
a breathtaking view at the scenic Storm King Highway. 

All event proceeds will support lifesaving cancer 
immunotherapy research. 

Opportunities are available for riders or volunteers. Visit 
www.a2c.org to learn more and register.

Vacation Bible School
The West Point Chapels Vacation Bible School will be held 

Aug. 2-5 at the West Point Middle School. 
Participants and volunteers should sign-up at https://www.

groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/westpointchapels.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at 
Washington Hall Room 4101. 

For details, contact SMAC President Master Sgt. Carlos 
Evans at 254-575-9817 or Secretary Sgt. 1st Class Cinnamon 
Chambers at 909-562-5924.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
FAST Class

Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 
Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), through June 13. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or nancy.judd@usma.edu 

or Neil Sakumoto at 938-5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Highland Falls Fire Department’s annual Carnival

The Highland Falls Fire Department will hold its annual 
Carnival through Saturday at Roe Park in Highland Falls.

Fireworks will take place Friday, with a rain date of Saturday.
For more details, contact Lynn Rush, Carnival Committee 

chairman secretary, at 845-446-2151.

Highlands Farmers Market opens June 12
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market will 

open for the 2016 season June 12. The farmers and food vendors 
that local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

Opening Day will include special festivities including a 
Balloon Art experience with Gwendy Matthews and a Cupcake 

Fort Putnam summer hours 
Fort Putnam will open this summer for general access 

from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the 
months of June, July and August. 

There is no admission fee.

The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 
Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Bakeoff contest.  
Anyone residing in Highland Falls, West Point or Fort 

Montgomery who would like to submit their prize cupcake should 
contact Olga Anderson at 917-509-1200 to register. First Prize 
will be a gift basket filled with goodies from the Farmers Market.  

As a special treat, the young gardeners from the Kids Garden 
Club will be offering seedlings for sale, which will support 
ongoing programs of the Community Garden. There will be a 
used book sale and bubble station for all to enjoy.  

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days 
a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. For details, call 938-3590 
or visit the Museum on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WestPointMuseum.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. The church is only two-plus miles from Thayer 
Gate and only two miles from the Bear Mountain Bridge.

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as well 
as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged people.

The Church will hold a Vacation Bible School for children 
up through sixth grade, free of charge, from 6:15-8:45 p.m. July 
11-15. A separate program for teenagers will be held at 6:15-
8:45 p.m. July 18-22. Register at www.gracebaptistny.org, or 
in person the week of VBS.

Community

West Point Band to perform 
Army Birthday Concert June 11

The West Point Band kicks off its “Music under the Stars” concert series honoring 
the Army Birthday at 7:30 p.m. June 11 at the Trophy Point Amphitheater.

Story and photo by the 
West Point Band

The West Point Band will 
kick off its “Music under the 
Stars” concert series with a 
performance in honor of the 
241st Army Birthday at 7:30 
p.m. June 11 at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater. 

This concert is free and 
open to all.

T h e  b a n d ’s  d e p u t y 
commander Capt.  Darrin 
Thiriot will take to the podium 
and lead the band in an exciting 
program entitled “Who More 
Than Self Their Country 
Loved,” which will commemorate the Army’s 241 years of 
selfless service to the nation. 

In keeping with tradition, the concert will feature a streamer 
ceremony commemorating the campaigns fought by Soldiers 
throughout our nation’s history, and it will close with a cake-
cutting. Bring your family and friends, and join the West Point 

Band in honoring the Army’s history with a relaxing evening 
concert under the stars.

For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 
845-938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found by following us on 
Facebook, YouTube and Twitter.
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WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble

Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. on June 16 for the 
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. Check-in begins at 11:30 
a.m. with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. 

There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 
prizes and dinner). 

For details, call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435.  
School Age Center Summer Camp 

The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 
programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin Monday and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

SKIES Soo Bahk Do Program 
The Child, Youth and School Age Services SKIES 

Instructional Program is offering youth, ages 5-18 years, the 
opportunity to try the traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. 

This is a classical martial art which develops every aspect of 
the self. The purpose is to create a person who is free from inner 
confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world.  

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. 

The instructors, a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean 
master instructors. A free session, consisting of a 45-minute class, 
is scheduled for 6:10-7 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Registration is required and can be done through Parent 
Central or Webtrac. Space is limited. Regular sessions start in 
June. A nominal fee will be charged for these classes. 

For details, contact Kirsten Rautter, SKIES director, at 938-
8893.  

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 

riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 

There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers. For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.
com/morgan.

Become a Family Child Care Provider
Family Child Care is a great opportunity for those who want 

to stay home with their children. 
You can become a certifi ed provider and supplement your 

family’s income by caring for children in your home. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, Family Child Care director, 

at erin.faherty@usma.edu or call 938-0086. 

Arts & Crafts June class schedule
• Today—Little Impressionist, 10:30-11 a.m. For ages 2 

and up. 
• Tuesday—Cookies and Canvas, “Ladybug,” 5-6:30 

p.m. Arts & Crafts Shop will provide the snacks, paint and 
pre-sketched canvas, you provide the kids. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

• June 9—Wine & Paint, “Life is good,” 5-7 p.m. Grab a 
snack and a beverage and join us for a relaxed evening of art 
instruction and fun. Paint a 16x20 canvas. 

Registration is required one week prior to class. 
For details, call 938-4812.

Leisure Travel Services June events 
Join Leisure Travel Services for its June events. The 

upcoming events include:
• Saturday—Experience Figment NYC. Leave West Point 

at 10 a.m., leave NYC at 4:30 p.m. This is a free inclusive, 
participatory arts event, where everything is possible.

• Sunday—A tour of New York City. Leave West Point at 8 
a.m., leave NYC at 4 p.m. You have not seen NYC until you tour 
it with LTS. A comprehensive look at the Big Apple.

• June 9—Take the LTS Theater Van to Broadway. Leave 
West Point at 4:30 p.m. Leave NYC after the show. Purchase 
half-price theater tickets at the TKTS discount ticket booth in 
Time Square.

• June 14—See the NYC Museum Mile Festival. Leave West 
Point at 4 p.m. Leave NYC at 10 p.m. New York City’s biggest 
block party. Free admission to nine museums as well as bands 
and art shows throughout the streets. 

• June 18—Coney Island Mermaid Parade. Leave West Point 
at 10:30 a.m. Leave Coney Island at 5:30 p.m.  

For ticket pricing, reservations and more details, call 938-
3601. 

Yoga at Trophy Point 
Join the MWR Fitness Center at Trophy Point for Outdoor 

Yoga with Christine. Classes start at 11:40 a.m., weather 
permitting. 

Classes are scheduled for Saturday, June 18, July 16 and 30, 
Aug. 6 and 20, Sept. 3 and 17. 

There is a minimal fee for this class. For details, call 938-
6490.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

ACS ERP Résumé Open Houses
Stop by the Employment Readiness Program at ACS, Bldg. 

FOR THE ADULTS

622 anytime Tuesday to have your résumé reviewed, prep for 
an interview, practice your ‘elevator speech’ or just see what the 
program can offer the jobseeker.  

No RSVP or appointment needed, doors are open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.  

For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 
or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

Membership Appreciation Barbecue and Membership 
Drive

Come join the West Point Club from 6-8 p.m. June 9 and 
enjoy an outdoor barbecue and dessert. 

Reap the benefi ts of being a club member as members dine 
for free. Not a member? No problem. Become a member and 
the barbecue is free. 

There is a minimal fee for non-members who do not join as 
a member. 

For details, call 938-5255. 

MWR Fitness Center’s Flag Day 5K
A patriotic run commemorating the United States Flag, “Old 

Glory,” will take place June 14. The race will hold a shotgun 
start at 5 p.m. 

Pre-registration is open at the MWR Fitness Center. Race 
and day-of registration starts at 5:30 a.m. The fi rst 100 pre-
registered runners receive a T-shirt. Start and fi nish will be the 
MWR Fitness Center. 

There will be prizes for the top runners. Strollers and leashed 
dogs are welcome. There is a nominal fee for this race. 

Cadets can run for free, but must register for the race (no 
T-shirt provided). For details, call 938-6490.

2016 Department of Defense Warrior Games
The 2016 DOD Warrior Games will take place at West Point 

from June 15-21. 
Come out and cheer warrior athletes from the United States 

and the United Kingdom. 
For details, visit http://warriorgames.dodlive.mil/.

Driving Range Open Weekends
The Driving Range at the West Point Golf Course will open 

Friday and runs through Sept. 4. 
The Driving Range will be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting). One size bucket of 
balls will be available and MWR will have a limited concession 
services available for additional purchase. 

For details, call 845-938-2435.

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

2016 Arts & Crafts Summer Art Camp
West Point Arts & Crafts is gearing up for the 2016 Summer 

Art Camp.  This year’s theme is “Artopia,” and it is encouraged 
for the campers to Explore, Inspire and Create through a variety 
of artistic mediums and experiences.  

Each week will culminate with an art show put on by our 
campers to showcase their talents.  

Camp dates are June 14-17, June 21-24, July 19-22 and July 

The West Point ID Card Operations Offi ce conducts 
business on an appointment-only basis for all DEERS and 
ID Card operations.

Hours of Operation:  8-11:30 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m.
To make an appointment, visit  https://rapids-

appointments.dmdc.osd.mil
Time Slots are now available. Call 938-2607 to reserve 

a slot. For details, call 938-8483.

26-29. The camp will run Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Registration must be in person and is on a first-come, 

fi rst-served basis as space is limited. Payment is due at time of 
registration. Call 845-938-4812 for more information. 

Father’s Day Brunch
Come join the West Point Club from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. June 19 

for its annual Father’s Day Brunch. 
There is a nominal fee for this brunch. For reservations, call 

938-5255.
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Keller Corner
Kids Workshop is scheduled from 2-3:30 p.m. 
June 10 at 126 Washington Road. 

A great event for children as all of the 
supplies will be provided by Home Depot 
for your child to make a wonderful project. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Wednesday. 

• Yard of the Month: WPFH will be 
choosing one home every month through 
September with a yard that is well kept and 
stands out from the rest. In order for a yard 
to be judged, it must be nominated. 

You can email nominations to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by the 25th of each month. 

• Lending Library: The Lending 
Library is open during business hours at 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, 2-6 p.m. Wednesday and 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday at 126 Washington 
Road. 

• Nature Strollers Walk: Join WPFH 
for a Nature Strollers Walk for families with 
young children at the Hudson Highlands 
Outdoor Discovery Center Nature Monday. 
Meet at the Visitors Center at 9:15 a.m. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by today. 

• Kids Workshop: The Home Depot 

Friday—Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows, 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday—Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows, 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of June and August. There will be 
no classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

The June and August sessions will be all-
day courses, scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. June 
18 and Aug. 13. 

For more information and/or to arrange a 
seat for the classes, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 938-3210. 

Physical Therapy “Sick Call” for Active 
Duty and Family Members and Retirees

Active duty members, their dependents 
and retirees will be able to see a Physical 
Therapist (PT) at Keller for musculo-skeletal 
injuries on a walk-in basis at 7:30 a.m.

The intent of the program is for members 
of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 
as possible and without the need for a referral. 

Research suggests that the sooner people 
with certain types of injuries see a PT, the 
sooner they recover.

This time is not intended for chronic 
conditions that have been ongoing for weeks 
or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, routine 
appointments can be made (also with or 
without referral) by calling 938-3324.

PT sick call will be held Monday through 
Friday, at 7:30 a.m., except on federal 
and training holidays, and periodically as 
announced.

Keller installs two medication disposal 
bins

Keller Army Community Hospital has 
installed two secure MedSafe Medication 
Disposal Bins in an effort to establish a 
procedure for the handling and disposal of 
expired, unwanted, unused prescriptions drugs 
and Over-the-Counter medications. 

The medical disposal bins are for unused 
medications, including legally held controlled 
substances. This includes narcotics (Schedules 
II-V). No illegal drugs (Schedule I) are 
allowed.

One bin is located on the fi rst fl oor lobby 
as you enter Keller’s main building, and the 
second bin is located on the fi rst fl oor of the 
Brian D. Allgood Clinic near Primary Care.

Medication should be left in its original 
packaging/containers. 

No liquid containers —more than 4 
ounces—will be accepted, and all liquids 
should be placed in a sealed plastic baggy 
before depositing.

No sharp containers, needles, syringes, 
batteries, aerosol spray cans, trash, medical 
devices, chemicals, or other hazardous 
material should be placed in the bins. 

If you need to dispose of ‘epi pens,’ you 
can drop them off at the Keller Pharmacy. 

The bin is available during the Hospital’s 
operating hours. If the bins are locked, please 
return during the operating hours. Do not leave 
medication outside of the bins.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the 
Armed Forces and enhance the lives of all 
benefi ciaries. Let us know if we are achieving 
this by fi lling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in the 
mail. We value your opinion; and if we can do 
better—we will.

Community/sPorts

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athetic Communications

Army West Point Hockey head 
coach Brian Riley has announced the 
hiring of new assistant coach Chris 
McKelvie May 25. 

McKelvie is the identical twin 
brother of current assistant coach 
Zach McKelvie, who has been on 
Riley’s staff for two seasons and is 
a 2009 graduate of the U.S. Military 
Academy. 

“We are extremely excited to 
add Chris McKelvie to our coaching 
staff at West Point,” Riley said.  
“McKelvie’s experience as a Frozen 
Four participant while playing for 
Bemidji State as well as playing in 
the American Hockey League for the 
past seven years enables him to bring 
a wealth of experience and knowledge 
to not only our players but our staff 
as well.”

McKelvie comes to West Point 
after seven seasons in the American 
Hockey League with two different 
teams. 

The right-winger started his career 
with the Hartford Wolf Pack in 2010 
and just fi nished his professional career with 
the Albany Devils, where he was an alternate 
captain for the last three seasons. 

He played in two Calder Cup Playoffs and 
was part of Devils team that forced a game 
seven in their division series with the Toronto 
Marlies this year.

In all, McKelvie appeared in 272 career 
AHL games with 22 goals and 39 assists for 
61 points. He recorded a career-high 21 points 
with nine goals and 12 assists in 2013-14 for 
the Devils. 

Prior to his professional career, McKelvie 
skated in 120 collegiate games at Bemidji 
State, leading the Beavers to their run to the 

McKelvie joins Hockey Staff

2009 NCAA Frozen Four as a team captain. He 
scored 18 goals and added 15 assists in those 
120 games. 

The New Brighton, Minnesota, native 
graduated from Bemidji State in 2009 with a 
degree in Sport Management. He played three 
years for the Bozeman IceDogs in the North 
American Hockey League, along with Zach. 

Older brother, Ryan McKelvie, skated for 
Minnesota State from 2002-06. 

McKelvie helped Bozeman to a 48-9-1 
record and a regular season championship in 
2006. 

The team had a 22-game unbeaten streak 
and won its division by 27 points. 

Chris McKelvie, twin brother of current 
assistant coach Zach McKelvie, was hired as 
an assistant coach by Army West Point Hockey 
head coach Brian Riley May 25.           
   Photo CoUrtesy of arMy athletiC CoMMUniCations
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Army Sports Hall of Fame to add nine members
sPorts

Army West Point Director of Intercollegiate Athletics Boo Corrigan announced the 13th induction 
class into the Army Sports Hall of Fame May 19. The honorees will be officially inducted into the 
Army Sports Hall of Fame Oct. 21. This year’s class includes Leroy Alitz, Tommy Bell, Townsend 
Clarke, Anthony Clay, Colleen Criscillo, John Hammack, Ken Johnson, Steve Pembrook and Joe 
Remus.                                                    graPhiC CoUrtesy of arMy athletiC CoMMUniCations

By Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point Director of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Boo Corrigan announced the 13th 
induction class into the Army Sports Hall of 
Fame May 19.

The Class of 2016 features wrestling 
coach Leroy Alitz, football star Tommy Bell, 
gridiron and men’s basketball extraordinaire 
Townsend Clarke, men’s and women’s 
swimming letterwinners Anthony Clay and 
Colleen Criscillo, men’s cross country and 
track & field star John Hammack, football 
standout Ken Johnson, golf’s first hall-of-famer 
Steve Pembrook and boxing great Joe Remus, 
comprise the Class of 2016 inductees.

The honorees will be officially inducted 
into the Army Sports Hall of Fame Oct. 21. A 
special plaque unveiling ceremony will be held 
in the Kenna Hall of Army Sports inside Kimsey 
Athletic Center, with the formal black-tie Hall 
of Fame Induction Banquet set for Eisenhower 
Hall later that evening. 

The group will also be recognized during 
Army’s West Point football game against North 
Texas the next day at Michie Stadium with 
a special photograph and autograph session 
planned on Black Knights Alley prior to the 
contest.

The Army Sports Hall of Fame is a subset of 
the Kenna Hall of Army Sports, a comprehensive 
museum displaying Army’s rich and proud 
intercollegiate athletic program. It is located on 
the third floor of the Kimsey Athletic Center, 
Army’s state-of-the-art football training facility.

The announcement of the Army Sports Hall 
of Fame Class of 2016 marks the end of a lengthy 
process that began in the spring. A selection 
committee, representing athletic administrators, 
academic administrators, former West Point 
athletes, graduates and representatives from the 
Association of Graduates, began the process of 
developing a workable list from the thousands 
of athletes, coaches and administrators that 
have represented the Academy on the “fields 
of friendly strife.” 

Only individuals that graduated from or 
coached at the Academy and those 15 years 
removed from their playing and coaching days 
are eligible. 

The Hall of Fame Selection Committee 
voted and approved the change from five years 
removed to 15 last year.

Once the selection committee finalized its 
recommended list, the names were forwarded 
to West Point’s Athletic Committee for review 
and ratification before being passed on to 
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. 
for final approval. 

The 13th induction class into the Army 
Sports Hall of Fame brings the total number of 
inductees to 127.

Alitz, a 24-year presence on the Army 
sideline, mentored 10 All-Americans while 
coaching the wrestling program from 1954-
1977. He produced Army’s only national 
champion in Mike Natvig, who claimed national 
titles in 1962 and 1963.

He was inducted into both the National 

Wrestling Hall of Fame 
and the Iowa Wrestling 
Foundation Hall of 
Fame in 1992 and 
won 144 matches to 
rank second on Army’s 
career wins list. 

I n  p o s t s e a s o n 
compet i t ion ,  Al i tz 
mentored five Eastern 
I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e 
Wrestling Association 
champions and 74 
EIWA placewinners.

Along with  his 
service at the Academy, 
Al i tz  a lso  chaired 
t h e  N C A A R u l e s 
Committee for six years 
and worked on USA 
Wrestling’s Governing 
Council for 12 years.

Bell, a four-year 
letterwinner on the 
football team, earned 
first-team All-America 
honors as a senior 
while serving as the 
foundation for Army’s 
rebuilding effort during 
the 1950s. 

He became Army’s first running back to 
rush for 1,000 yards in a single season when 
he finished with 1,020 yards in 1954. His 10.6 
yards-per-carry average in 1954 is currently the 
third-highest single season average in Academy 
history.

A 1955 graduate, he rushed for 12 
touchdowns in 1954, ranking tied for eighth 
in Army history and amassed 15 touchdowns 
during his career. He totaled six 100-yard 
rushing games in 1954, which stood as a school 
record and now ranks tied for 14th.

He rushed for a career-high 165 yards versus 
Virginia during his standout 1954 season.

Clarke was a first-team All-America 
selection at linebacker and served as team 
captain in 1966 when Army finished 8-2. A 
three-year letterwinner, he graduated in 1967 
and played for teams that posted a 2-0-1 record 
against Navy.

He was selected for the Coaches All-
America game following his senior season in 
1966, and was also a two-year member of the 
basketball team.

Clay helped Army earn three Star victories 
over Navy during his four varsity seasons on 
the swimming & diving team. He collected four 
All-America honors, including in the 100 free in 
1963 and in the 400 free relay during the 1963, 
1964 and 1965 seasons.

A 1965 graduate, he anchored the Academy 
and NCAA record-setting 400 free relay 
team at the 1963 Army-Navy meet that was 
selected as the No. 2 seed at the 1963 National 
Championships.

He established Army records in the 50 free, 
100 free and 200 free, while contributing to 
Academy standards in the 400 free relay, 200 

free relay, 200 medley relay and 400 medley 
relay. A three-time competitor in the Eastern 
Intercollegiate Championships, Clay received 
West Point’s Class of 1923 Award while 
swimming under Army Hall-of-Fame coach 
Jack Ryan.

Criscillo, a 1991 graduate, was an 11-time 
All-American selection in three varsity seasons 
in the pool. She earned six individual certificates 
and five from her performances as a member of 
a relay team. 

Criscillo captured four silver medals at 
the NCAA Championships in the 100 and 200 
breaststroke events during her career with the 
Black Knights.

She swam under fellow hall-of-famer Jack 
Ryan and led the women’s swimming and diving 
team to its first and only Patriot League title her 
senior season in 1991 and is a member of the 
conference’s 25th Anniversary Team. Prior to 
the Patriot League, she was an 11-time Metro-
Atlantic Athletic Conference Champion.

Criscillo graduated with five academy 
records, including the 200 breast which stood 
for 22 seasons.

Hammack graduated from West Point in 
1949 and competed in four seasons and was 
a four-time individual Heptagonal Champion, 
including three titles in 1948. 

He led Army to back-to-back Indoor 
Heptagonal championships in 1948 and 1949 
and helped the Cadets rebound from a second-
place finish in 1948 in the Outdoor Heptagonal 
championships to capture the title in 1949.

A four-year letterwinner, Hammack was on 
a pair of relay teams that claimed relay wins at 
the prestigious Penn Relays. He was captain of 
the 1949 indoor and outdoor teams and most 
recently is a past chairman of the West Point 

Association of Graduates.
Johnson, a 1969 graduate and three-year 

letterwinner on the gridiron, was a first-team 
All-American choice in 1968. He was a part of 
three Army squads that went 23-7 during his 
career, including wins over Penn State, Stanford, 
Air Force, SMU and Virginia.

A local product from Newburgh, New 
York, Johnson starred in the 1969 Coaches All-
America Game and Lions American Bowl, prior 
to competing in the North-South Shrine Game 
in 1968. He was a team captain in his final year 
and had seven career interceptions.

Army’s first golfer to be named an All-
American, Pembrook was a 1964 graduate that 
played four varsity seasons of golf at West Point. 
He was a two-time letterwinner and a team 
captain as a senior.

Pembrook was a three-time NCAA 
individual qualifier his first three seasons on 
the course and member of a pair of teams 
that finished second and third in the Eastern 
Intercollegiates.

A three-sport standout, Remus was a star in 
the ring for the Black Knights for three seasons. 
He was the first Cadet to win an intercollegiate 
boxing championship after capturing the 
175-pound Eastern Intercollegiate Boxing 
Association crown in 1932. He earned an 
automatic berth into the National Collegiates 
and Olympic tryouts following the win.

Remus, a 1933 graduate, led the team to a 
6-1-1 mark in 1932 and was elected captain in 
his senior season. He capped his final season by 
going undefeated in all regular-season bouts and 
helped the team to a 4-0-1 record. 

Remus earned class numbers in football, 
baseball and boxing, while taking home a major 
“A” following his junior and senior campaigns. 
 


