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“Class Dismissed” ... Jubilation for ‘16  
Nine hundred and fi fty-three members of the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2016 toss their hats skyward at the command of “Class Dismissed” at the Graduation 
and Commissioning Ceremony May 21 at Michie Stadium. The graduating class represented approximately 78 percent of the cadets who entered West Point  
July 2, 2012 on Reception Day. Among the class numbers include 11 international cadets, 25 combat veterans and 151 women. Of the many highlights of the 
day included graduation speaker, Joe Biden, Vice President of the United States, talking to the graduating class on the importance of their roles in the military 
in vast capacities at a young age. See Pages 3-5 for graduation story and features.                                               Photo by Eric S. bartElt/PV

(Left and Right) Glenn, 
Minato receive AAA 
Awards for sporting 
feats. 
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New Cadet Visitation Day takes place 
from 1-5 p.m. July 17 for Class of 2020 

Thanks for your hard work on graduation, 

keep safety in mind during summer months
Dear West Point community,

Thank you to the entire West Point team for all of your 
hard work in making last week’s graduation ceremony a huge 
success.  This event brought thousands of visitors to West Point, 
including a number of senior dignitaries such as Vice President 
Biden, our new Secretary of the Army, and the Chief of Staff 
and Vice Chief of Staff of the Army. 

I know how much work goes on behind the scenes in 
planning and executing these events, and often, that work is in 
addition to your regular duties.  

Your efforts don’t go unnoticed, as everyone shared with me 
how impressed they were with the ceremony and the installation 
as a whole. 

I truly appreciate your dedication, commitment to excellence, and your willingness to go 
above and beyond to make this a memorable event for our new graduates and their families. 
You are all amazing—thank you! 

Memorial Day weekend traditionally kicks off the summer season, bringing with it all 
the summer activities we enjoy with our families and friends, whether it’s a day at the beach, 
outdoor sports, camping, fishing, cookouts, swimming, boating and so on.  

While we’re all excited to be enjoying these activities, I want to take a moment and reiterate 
the importance of doing it safely.

Keep safety in mind if you’re headed to the beach or planning any other water-related 
activities, like swimming, diving or boating. Understand the risk factors associated with various 
water activities and take precautions to keep yourselves, your buddies and your family members 
safe. Always remember that alcohol and water do not mix. 

The warmer weather also brings a significant increase in the number of motorcycles 
and bicycles on the road. If you’re out on the road on your bike or motorcycle, watch your 
surroundings and remember to share the road with other motorists. 

Likewise, drivers should always be on the lookout for two-wheeled vehicles.  
If you’re traveling, please exercise caution. Wear your seatbelt, drive defensively and give 

yourself plenty of time to arrive at your destination. Most importantly, don’t drink and drive. 
Even just one drink can impair your judgment and your ability to drive, putting yourselves 
and others at risk.  

As we head into the summer training cycle, I challenge all cadets to be leaders in 
implementing safety measures in every aspect of your time here at West Point or abroad.  

From a field training aspect, ensure that you are executing every mission with the proper 
risk assessment and mitigation in the form of licensed drivers and vehicle commanders, proper 
personal protective equipment and hydration systems, and ensuring that you and those under 
your charge are well-rested and prepared to accomplish every mission.

If you are traveling away from West Point during summer training, be vigilant and aware 
of your surroundings as you travel. 

Review the State Department travel advisories in effect and take precautions to avoid 
being a target and to keep yourselves safe. Represent West Point in a manner worthy of living 
honorably and respectful of those you meet.

If possible, travel with a battle buddy, and ensure that alcohol is not a factor in any situation 
where safety is paramount to your safe return to West Point next semester. I know I can count 
on each of you to represent yourselves, West Point and the Army well.

Please relax and enjoy yourselves this holiday weekend—you’ve certainly earned it! But 
please do it safely and responsibly. You’re all vital members of the team and I am counting 
on your safe return. 

Beat Navy!
                    Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
                               USMA Superintendent

Village of Highland Falls Memorial Day honor
Join Mayor Patrick Flynn and the Village of Highland Falls community on Memorial Day 

as they honor all of the men and women who have fallen in the defense of our Nation at 9:30 
a.m. Monday at Memorial Park in the Village of Highland Falls. “It is important to remember 
the ultimate sacrifices made by these brave Soldiers,” Flynn said. RSVP for the event to the 
village clerk at 446-3400 or rtaylor@highlandfallsny.org.
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The Class of 2016 becomes Second Lieutenants

Second Lt. Alex Fletcher is ecstatic about being the “Goat,” which goes to the 
last ranked cadet to graduate. Outside of the cheers and adulation from the 
Class of 2016, Fletcher received a dollar from each member of the class as part 
of tradition of honoring the “Goat.”                     Photo by Eric S. bartElt/PV

Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The Long Gray Line welcomed its newest 
members May 21 during the Class of 2016 
Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony 
at Michie Stadium. Nine hundred and fifty-
three cadets received diplomas including 25 
combat veterans, 11 international cadets and 
151 women, who commissioned as second 
lieutenants into the U.S. Army.

The Class of 2016 motto, “With Honor 
We Lead,” embodied each of the 953 cadets, 
but while all of them reached the same pivotal 
moment, each of their stories is different.

Second Lt. Hyun Suk Kim from South 
Korea was one of the 11 international cadets 
to commission. He will be returning to South 
Korea to serve Infantry.

“I’ve been waiting for this moment,” Kim 
said. “I’ve always told my friends I’m going 
to cry right after I throw my hat, so it cannot 
be better.”

Kim was also happy to have his parents and 
his sister come to his graduation, the first time 
they’ve visited since R-Day four years ago.

“I’m so excited to show them around, it’s 
been great, they’re really enjoying it,” Kim said. 
“I just want to say thanks to West Point and all 
my classmates, my mentors, for helping me 
out, if I didn’t have them I wouldn’t be able to 
graduate, so thanks a lot United States.”

Although 2nd Lt. Christopher Short will be 
staying in the U.S., his sentiments were similar.

“I feel really good. Really, really good,” 

Short said. “I’ve been waiting so long for this 
to happen and just the anxiety and excitement 
of it all, it’s really exciting.”

Short was able to enjoy the company of his 
parents for the week, but is looking forward to 
begin is career as an officer. He branched Field 
Artillery and will be going to Fort Hood, Texas, 
for his first post. 

Second Lt. Joyce Johnson was one of the 
16 percent of women who graduated from the 
Class of 2016.  

“I feel pretty excited, a lot of mixed 
emotions,” Johnson said. “Leaving some good 
friends behind, but really excited to go out there 
and get to be in the Army.”

Johnson branched Field Artillery and will 
head to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, but will 
miss a lot about her rockbound highland home.

“Definitely the people is what I’m going 
to miss the most,” Johnson said. “I’m going to 
miss the mentors, miss the instructors, miss the 
classmates, miss the underclassmen.”

But what Johnson won’t miss?
“I’m not going to miss drill,” Johnson said.
The “Goat” of the class, 2nd Lt. Alex 

Fletcher, seemed to be the most excited member 
of the Class of 2016, as he was the last ranked 
cadet to graduate.

“I am beyond ecstatic,” Fletcher said. “Not 
only did I graduate, it was really touch and go 
there, but I also got the Goat.”

Fletcher noted that becoming the “Goat” 
was actually a goal of his for a long time.

“I have been wanting this day since I was a 
freshman,” Fletcher noted. “I remember when I 

was in the stands as a freshman, I saw the goat, 
everybody just started cheering, and I knew 
that’s what I wanted.”

Fletcher got the applause he was waiting 
for when the whole Corps gave him a standing 
ovation as his name was announced.

“It’s been a lot of hard work, a lot of up 
and downs, but I’m so ecstatic right now,” 
Fletcher said.

Fletcher branched Field Artillery and posted 
to Fort Drum. He leaves for the Basic Officer 
Leadership Course in July.

After the graduation ceremony came to a 
close, the newly commissioned officers had 
their bar pinning ceremonies with their families 
and friends pinning their first sets of second 
lieutenant bars on their shoulders as their 
mentors and TAC officers were in attendance.

Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
welcomed Vice President Joe Biden as the guest 
speaker for the Class of 2016 Graduation.  This 
was Biden’s second time addressing the Corps 
and their families during a commencement 
ceremony. 

“I realize for some of you, today comes 
with mixed emotions,” Biden said. “But I’m 
confident, all you parents and grandparents, 
that the overriding emotion is one of incredible 
pride in their unimpeachable character, their 
bravery, their unwavering determination, and 
the accomplishments of your daughters and your 
sons, we are proud of them as well.”

Biden said that upon graduation, the Class 
of 2016 will leave as the most promising second 
lieutenants in the world. 

“The United States Military Academy has 
forged you into warriors, strategists and with a 
bond that will never be broken for the rest of 
your life,” Biden said of the Long Gray Line.  
“You have joined the most elite fraternity and 
sorority in the United States of America.  They 
have never met you, but they know you before 
you arrive.”

After this sentiment, Biden granted amnesty 
to all cadets charged with minor conduct 
offenses, resulting in cheers from the entire 

Biden discusses complex world, diversity in Grad speech
corps.

He also emphasized the importance of 
utilizing all the skills they’ve learned as they 
begin fighting in a complex and interconnected 
world.

“No generation gets to choose the world in 
which they graduate,” Biden said.  “But now 
it’s your turn to write history, it’s a different 
world, globalization, digitalization, artificial 
intelligence.”

Biden spoke about the Army’s Cyber branch 
and the increasing digital battles they face 
during today’s state of war.  

“You’ll need to dominate the cyber realm as 
you do the physical one,” Biden said.  “You’ll 
need to confront ISIL on the ground, as well 
as online. They possess the most sophisticated 
recruiting tool in the history of the world, and 
as barbaric as their conduct, they’ve learned.”

Biden went on to congratulate the West 
Point team of cadets who won this year’s Cyber 
Defense Exercise and in doing so, beat Navy.

“But this isn’t just a celebration of 
competition,” Biden said. “They know and 
every parent should know how critically 
important their skills are to the future of our 
national security.”

In talking about the future of the Army 
and the country, Biden said that everyone 
who volunteers to be a member of the Armed 
Services should be granted equal opportunities 

if they are fit to do so.
“I can’t tell you what problems you’ll 

be asked to solve, but they won’t be able to 
solve them alone, and the chances of success 
are always higher when everyone on the team 
brings something different to the table, to meet 
these tests of our changed world, we need the 
best,” Biden said.  “The best Soldiers, the best 
hackers, the best engineers, the best doctors.  
The best of everyone, so if you’ve got a skill, 
and the toughness, and the desire, the drive to 
serve your country, you are welcome in the 
Armed Forces of the United States of America.  
The only question that should ever be asked is, 
‘Can this person do the job?’”

Biden discussed the repeal of the “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in 2010 and lifting 
combat restrictions for women.  He announced 
that seven female gradates of West Point will 
commission into the Combat Arms branches.

“We can’t afford to leave the talents of any 
individual on the sidelines, our needs are too 
great, our challenges are too large,” Biden said.  
“America is strongest when we lead, not only by 
the power of our example, but by the example 
of our power.”

At the end of his speech, Biden shared a 
personal anecdote, mentioning that when he 
came to West Point to speak in 2012, he brought 
his young grandson, Hunter, with him.

“At the end of the ceremony, you all throw 

your hats up,” Biden said. “(He) ran out and 
grabbed a hat, we were riding back in Air Force 
Two afterward and he looked at me and pulled 
it out and said, ‘Pop, I’m going to West Point.’”

With that, Biden said the only thing he could 
say, “Go Army, Beat Navy!”

Vice President Joe Biden, guest 
speaker  at  the Class of  2016 
Graduation, receives a Tarbucket Bust 
from First Captain and Class President 
EJ Coleman.       
        Photo by claSS of 2018 cadEt alEx WErdEn
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Son of Vietnamese refugees spearheads V-AC Association
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

U.S. Military Academy Class of 2016  
Cadet Tuan Le began a Vietnamese-American 
Cadet Association (VACA) at West Point for 
Vietnamese-Americans, however, everyone is 
welcome into the club. The purpose of the club, 
according to Le, is to provide a diverse group of 
people cultural awareness for both its members 
and people outside of the club.

“I did this in high school and when I came 
to West Point there were not a lot of Southeast 
Asians here,” Le said. 

“I took the initiative to start the club in 
my sophomore year and started writing the 
framework. I worked with the diversity office 
and the Directorate of Cadet Activities. As a 
junior, I reached out to freshmen before they 
came to West Point,” Le explained.

Le said he was able to connect with families 
at Reception Day and Acceptance Day to assure 
parents, “their kids would be safe and will enjoy 
the Vietnam heritage.”

“We all have similar heritage and stories,” 
Le said. “Most parents, like mine, are refugees 
from Vietnam after the 1970s. Most of our 
families didn’t speak English. This is why I 
joined the Army, to give back to Americans for 
opening their arms to us.”

Le is the son of Vietnamese refugees and 
raised by a single mother in Fargo, North 
Dakota. His parents separated while in the 
Philippines and his mother, with the sponsorship 
of the Mormon Church, came to America when 
Le was 5 or 6 years old.

“My mother had to work, so she wasn’t home 
a lot,” Le said. “I taught myself Vietnamese and 
English by reading books and taking English 

as a second language when I was in the sixth 
grade. After high school, I went to three different 
colleges and did badly in all of them so I enlisted 
in the Army as a medic for two years, and then 
received an appointment to West Point.”

After starting VACA, Le reached out to the 
first Vietnamese national graduate, Tam Minh 
Pham, USMA Class of 1974.

“Pham went back to fight in South Vietnam 
and become a prisoner of war,” Le said.  

Pham, a POW for six years, currently resides 
in Maryland.

“I reached out to him as a sophomore and 
afterward felt more comfortable reaching out to 
other Vietnamese-American veterans,” Le said.

“I did a lot of research and started a database 
of Vietnamese-American alumni,” Le said. “My 
plan was to build a database to allow cadets to 
reach out to veterans. This is a support group 
with people who understand the struggles we 
are going through.”

Le said they reached out to veterans to come 
to West Point for a reunion. One was a Class of 
1986 graduate, retired Col. Patrick Reardon.

“He was a Vietnamese National but was 
adopted,” Le said. “He is the third Vietnamese 
graduate, but nobody really knew he was 
Vietnamese. He has a strong connection.”

The VACA also has outreach programs to 
bring the Vietnamese culture to others and to 
reach out to Vietnamese-Americans.

“In April, the cadets in VACA went to 
California, which has a high concentration of 
Vietnamese, for an outreach program with three 
different high schools,” Le said. “We went to 
Laquinta High School, which has a 72 percent 
concentration of Asians and 19 percent are 
Hispanic, Garden Grove and Fountain Valley 
high schools. The cadets shared their personal 

experiences at West Point, particularly the 
importance of diversity. Most didn’t know about 
West Point, that’s why we went there to expose 
them to things that are in the world.”

Le said the club also wanted to remove 
the stigma of the military and hoped to build a 
bridge from the last generation to this generation 
to say that it is OK to be in the military. 

“Saigon broadcasters,  the national 
Vietnamese news, was able to talk about our 

club,” Le said. “It allowed us to share our story 
to bring opportunities to the Vietnamese.”

Le was commissioned as a second lieutenant 
after graduation at Trophy Point with his mom 
and significant other placing the gold bars on 
his shoulders. The future physician will be 
headed to medical school at Central Michigan 
University College of Medicine, which will 
add four more years of service to his military 
obligation.

Class of 2016 Tuan Le receives his commissioning bars from his mom (left) 
and his significant other while his uncle, Maj. Ben Nguyen, looks on May 21 
after the U.S. Military Academy Graduation Ceremony.

Themes of Graduation Day ...

... Reflection 

... Emotion

... Celebration

... The Future

PhotoS by Staff Sgt. Vito bryant/USMa Pao (rEflEction and 
EMotion), Eric S. bartElt/PV (cElEbration) and claSS of 2018 
cadEt alEx WErdEn (thE fUtUrE).
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EJ Coleman was only the third cadet to be First Captain and Class President, 
joining Gen. John J. Pershing and Heisman Trophy winner Pete Dawkins with 
that incredible distinction. PhotoS by Eric S. bartElt/PV (aboVE) and John PEllino/dPtMS (bEloW)

Coleman: First Captain and Class President

By Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

First Captain and Class President are two 
of the most challenging Cadet jobs that West 
Point has to offer. Emmanuel J. (EJ) Coleman 
III conquered both of them, a feat done by only 
seven cadets previously, including Gen. John 
J. Pershing and Heisman Trophy winner Pete 
Dawkins, and he was the first African-American 
to hold both positions. 

After balancing his roles as a cadet leader, 
EJ talks about his time at West Point throughout 
his four years, as well as his future as an Army 
officer.

Pointer View: How was your time at 
West Point?

EJ: “Well my time here has been, obviously 
good, and then bad times, West Point is 
supposed to be a challenge. But overall, I’ve 
enjoyed it for the most part.  

“Even showing up on R-Day, I was the 
guy who did all my research on West Point, 
and memorized like half the knowledge book 
before I got here.”

PV: Why West Point?
EJ: “I did JROTC in high school and 

through that experience I learned that the 
military was something I really wanted to do, 
I liked the idea of it, I wanted to serve and I 
wanted to be an officer. (Many) of my family 
(members) had served, for the most part, in the 
Army and I lived near Fort Belvoir, which is 
Army, and the Army seems kind of like the right 
fit for me, personally. 

“In doing some research, and different 
commission programs, obviously ROTC being 

Looks back at challenges and plans for the future ahead
the main one, I found out about West Point, then 
I started talking to West Point grads, and I did 
the Summer Leader Seminar here, which is now 
the Summer Leader Experience. 

“But after that, I fell in love with the place.”

PV: What was your biggest challenge?
EJ: “I’d definitely say the most challenging 

has been my summer details, so I did Buckner 
Cadet Field Training (CFT) as a Platoon 
Sergeant for my leadership detail, and it was 
my last choice as a position. 

“It was a challenge because I wasn’t too 
eager to go, but also I kind of had to lead 
the rising Yearlings and try to maintain a 
professional atmosphere. 

“That was a good personal leadership 
challenge.”

PV: Best memory?
EJ: “Well, I obviously love being First 

Captain, that’s a pretty cool job, but outside of 
that, the last summer, working Beast 2, CBT2 
as the commander, that has to be one of the best 
experiences I’ve had at the Academy. 

“It was the first time I was actually put in a 
leadership position that had an official structure 
and I had a lot of responsibility and a lot of 
expectations and I could see a direct result of 
what we did as far as the staff and leadership.

“It was one of the first real experiences 
where I saw what being a leader in the Army was 
like and putting all the principles and techniques 
that we’d learned as far as Mission Command. 
Then putting it into practice and seeing it all pan 
out in real time, it was probably one of the best 
experiences I’ve had here.”

PV: What’s the relationship between 

you and the Superintendent like? 
EJ: “He’s a General Officer, so as a cadet 

you look up to him, kind of an example of what 
to be, especially this year and being able to work 
a little closer with him, the Commandant and 
the Dean, attending events and official functions 
and being able to see them in official capacity in 
front of the Corps of Cadets and then offline, too. 

“Being able to have a personal conversation 
with them, it’s really inspiring. I think to be able 
to see the professionalism, in who they are as 
people, and it goes with the Superintendent as 
well, he is one of the best leaders I’ve ever had 
the opportunity to work for in my very short 
life.”

PV: How will your experiences as 
Class President and First Captain help 
your Soldiers?

EJ: “I think it will help in terms of 
perspective. One, I think the skills I’m able 
to apply as Class President, where I’m able to 
be a lot more personable, I mean skills should 
apply in the same realm, in both jobs, but just 
in different ways. I guess Class President is 
a lot more personal level, and I don’t have to 
be as strict and rigid, and I think that’s very 
helpful, just when I talk to people and get to 
know people. 

“Then as First Captain, seeing the importance 
of all the little details … seeing it at a more 
macro level, I can see the importance of doing 
it that way and making sure that everything’s 
right and double checking it, the attention to 
detail and the level of rigor and work ethic I’m 
willing to put in to make sure that everything 
is perfect is something I will definitely be able 
to apply, help to make me a better leader for 

Four things you 
may not know about 
EJ Coleman:

• My favorite flavor 
of ice cream is Milk 
and Cookies, Ben and 
Jerrys, which they rarely 
have at Grant Hall, and I 
tell everybody, you got 
to get that! 

• I had my pilot’s 
l i cense  before  my 
driver’s license. It’s 
not current because I 
haven’t flown in four 
years!

•  I  r ea l ly  l ike 
s u p e r h e r o e s ,  n o t 
really comic books, 
but movies, like the 
Avengers and stuff like 
that, I actually do research on it, so I know 
what to expect

• I do amateur bodybuilding, I mean, I 
haven’t done too well being here, so I’ve done 
two shows in the physique category for OCB. 

I did one last year in February and then 
I did one this past year, the weekend before 
spring break with another cadet. I did better 
this year than last year, and I think I’m going 
to do another one. 

Soldiers down the road.”

PV: Do you want to be President of 
the United States? 

EJ: “I don’t know about that, First Captain 
is difficult enough!”

PV: What do you think the most 
important Army value is, for you?

EJ: “I would say the most important Army 
value to me is selfless service. I feel like it helps 
encompass a lot of it, as far as, we don’t do what 
we do for ourselves, and we should never do it 
for ourselves, or even for just our direct unit, but 
for the Army and the nation as a whole.  

“When you’re serving something more 
important than yourself, then you’re more likely 
to do it with honor, do it with integrity, to have 
courage and understand that what you’re doing 
has a magnificent effect on the lives of others 
indirectly and directly.”

PV: Where do you see yourself 10 
years from now?

EJ: “Honestly, I’ve thought about both 
paths, staying in the Army or getting out of 
the Army, but really I think it comes down to 
seeing what the Army has in store for me, once 
I actually get there. I’d love to be able to lead 
as a platoon leader.”

PV: What’s next?
EJ: “I’m actually going to grad school, I got 

a rotary global grant scholarship. I’m a double 
major—economics and management and I will 
be going into a Dual Master’s program. I’ll 
get a master’s in international business and a 
master’s in finance.”
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Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Six Class of 2016 Computer Science cadets traveled to the 
University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) to compete in 
the “LA Hacks” Hackathon April 29-May 1. The cadets, under 
the supervision of their faculty advisor, Lt. Col. Christa Chewar, 
worked all year to develop a competitive entry at LA Hacks as 
a part of their senior capstone project.  

Ultimately, the cadets finished top 10 out of over 300 teams.
The U.S. Military Academy group consisted of senior Cadets 

Jack Graham, Dan Park, Jinny Yan, Luke Williams, Morgan 
Rabalais and Joe Suh. Specifically, Graham and Park went on 
to place top three.

Hackathons, according to Chewar, are competitions hosted 
by corporate sponsors that challenge students to rapidly develop, 
or “hack out” innovative new software or hardware solutions to 
solve specific social problems.

While neither Chewar nor the cadets had ever participated 
in a Hackathon before, they all knew it would be an incredible 
end state for their senior capstone project.

“Their project was essentially to build developmental 
skills that would prepare them for the LA Hacks Hackathon,” 
Chewar said. “I challenged the cadets to master as many cool 
new technologies that they could, and integrate everything into 
a coherent demo.”

Throughout the year, the students inadvertently prepared 
for the Hackathon by programming for virtual reality, network 
communication, robotic control and 3D user interaction support. 

“There really was no formal preparation,” Park noted.  “Our 
capstone project was geared toward exploring, integrating and 
developing new technologies. As we picked up the overhead 
knowledge for utilizing our hardware and software, we acquired 
a lot of tools and skills.

“Though the LA Hacks Hackathon wasn’t the central 
objective of our capstone, it was something that we naturally 
worked toward just by gaining knowledge and experience,” 

Computer Science Cadets win awards at Hackathon
Park added.

Even the Superintendent, the Dean and other high profile 
guests visited the EECS class and were able to experience the 
Computer Science cadets’ work.

“We invited them into our lab to take part in some live demos 
and explained what our capstone, and department at large, were 
working on,” Park said.

As the cadets learned about the different technologies 
throughout the year, they developed their computer science skills 
as they prepared for the hackathon.

“Over the course of the year, I watched these cadets transition 
from generally being excited about virtual reality, yet having 
no specific software development skills in this area, to being 
highly capable at rapidly developing high fidelity software 
products,” Chewar said. “Through the hackathon experience, 
it was delightful to see all six of these cadets realize how truly 
capable they are.”

It wasn’t until the cadets arrived to the Hackathon that the 
competition categories were announced. Upon learning the 
different topics, the cadets broke into three groups of two and 
got to work.  

Cadets Graham and Park took on the challenge of creating 
an extension to the Tinder dating app that would allow people 
to feel more connected. Cadet Jinny Yan joined their group later, 
after her and her partner’s project fell through.

“The project that Cadet Graham and I worked on was called 
WISP.  It was a social media application that I brainstormed and 
we decided to run with it,” Park said. “Products were judged on 
criteria like originality, implementation and complexity of the 

endeavor.”
Ultimately, Graham and Park were selected top three in their 

category, earning two Apple TV’s and $1,000. 
However, falling short of first prize left Park wanting more, 

noting that he was disappointed with the final outcome.
“I told Jack that I had my eyes on that number one prize,” 

Park said. “The other competitors were super intelligent and 
impressive though, they edged us out.”

Park said that he and his teammates are already planning for 
their next hackathon, and he plans to attend more in the future.

“They’re something that I originally did not think that I 
would be interested in because the name ‘Hackathon’ made 
me immediately associate it with cyber security hacking,” Park 
said. “I was more interested in the application development and 
deployment. It turns out that hackathons are not actually only 
for ‘hacking,’ in the colloquial sense, but also for a wide range 
of other technology interests.”

Park said that he recommends hackathons for other Cadets 
looking to explore different facets of computer science. Chewar 
noted that the Hackathon allowed her students to experience those 
different aspects of computer science while pushing themselves 
by competing with others.

“Aspiring to be competitive at an event like this really 
allowed us to cultivate a winning culture though an academic 
activity, particularly with long-term, deliberate development of 
knowledge, skills and abilities,” Chewar noted. “It was wonderful 
to also see creative software development being rewarded.  I want 
cadets to realize that all computer science is not cyber-focused, 
and that creative and theoretical areas are also quite valued.”
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TRADOC presents Inaugural Award to Cadets
Story and Photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) 
presented the inaugural Army Warfighting Challenges Award 
(AWFC) for West Point Projects Day 2016 May 19 during the 
Department of Systems Engineering Spring Awards Ceremony 
at Mahan Hall.

Maj. Gen. Rex A. Spitler, deputy chief of staff for TRADOC, 
presented the award to Class of 2016 Cadets Henry Etchberger, 
Cody Guerry, Matt Loza and David Williams, and their advisor 
Maj. Paul Santamaria, for their project, the Multi Mission 
Launcher for Air Defense.

Spitler, along with other senior officers from TRADOC 
and Centers of Excellence, traveled to West Point April 28 for 
Projects Day 2016. Their goal was to find the project that would 
best address Army War Fighting Challenges. 

“One of the things that the Army, TRADOC specifically, 
is developing is the doctrine for the Army future,” Spitler said.  
“But we’re also responsible for making sure we provide the 
recommended equipment, we identify the right kind of equipment 
for the Army to utilize in the field, not only for today, but for the 
future, and the cadets today were given opportunities to provide 
projects to address certain Army Warfighting Challenges.”

There are 20 Army Warfighting Challenges that the Army 
has identified and over 350 cadet projects that offered solutions 
to those challenges.  

With the help of U.S. Military Academy faculty, Spitler and 
the officers were able to narrow down the selection pool to 10 
outstanding projects, eventually picking one.

“We identified the number one project that we think will be 
able to help us meet our requirements of the Army today and of 
the future, as well as to really recognize excellence here at the 
Academy,” Spitler said. “I got to tell you, I am really excited 
about the projects recognized today.”

During the ceremony, Spitler recognized the winning project 
with a plaque that will be displayed at the U.S. Military Academy 
Jefferson Hall Library. He also presented certificates and coins 
to the Honorable Mention projects.

Col. Denton Knapp, TRADOC Liaison Officer to the U.S. 
Military Academy, noted that the collaboration between the 

Academy, TRADOC and Centers of Excellence can help to 
solve Army problems and this award helps to highlight that 
connection.  In addition, the end result helps both the Army and 
the Academy’s cadets.

“What we are able to do with these, now, is expand on the 
cadets’ research and as they go out into the Army, hopefully 
continue that passion they have to help the Army’s solutions,” 
Knapp said. “So it’s not just for today, but also for the future 
Army.”

The advisor for the Multi Mission Launcher, Maj. Paul 
Santamaria, is thrilled about the award and the work that his 
team put forth.

“I think we’ve been doing a great job here in our department, 
reaching out, not just to the Academy, but to the broader 
perspective in the Army and showing them that we can provide 
them with great engineering products and at the same time, our 
students can learn,” Santamaria said.  “The future of this award 
and the future of this relationship between the academy and 
TRADOC is just really exciting.”

Maj. Gen. Rex A. Spitler, deputy chief of staff, U.S. Army TRADOC, congratulates Class of 2016 Cadet David 
Williams during the Department of Systems Engineering Spring Awards Ceremony May 19. Williams was 
one of four cadets who won the inaugural TRADOC Army Warfighting Challenges Award for the project, 
the Multi Mission Launcher for Air Defense. From this point forward, the award will be given to a cadet 
team that best develops a potential solution to the Army’s most pressing capability needs.         

Maj. Gen. Rex A. Spitler, deputy chief of staff, U.S. Army TRADOC, congratulates Maj. Paul Santamaria 
during the Department of Systems Engineering Spring Awards Ceremony May 19. Santamaria was the 
faculty advisor for the cadet team who won the inaugural TRADOC Army Warfighting Challenges Award 
for their project, Multi Mission Launcher for Air Defense. 
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

derekswanson: Of the hundreds of photos taken this 
weekend, this one means the most to me. It was an honor 
to have my father, SGT Gordon Swanson, be my fi rst salute 
in front of the fl ag that was draped over the casket of 
my grandfather, Warren Swanson, a Korean War veteran. 
Hopefully I can embody and emulate their service and 
dedication to this country during my time as an offi cer in 
the greatest fi ghting force in the world.

zj_schmidt: Waited 
five years for this. 
I  l ove  you  Dad. 
#OldGrad #westpoint

_ d c c h i l l i n : 
Blessings keep 
falling in a lap. 
Can’t believe 
I ’m f inal ly a 
graduate from 
USMA and a 
commissioned 
offi cer in the US 
Army.

ckasker: Yesterday they swore an oath to the #constitution @
westpoint_usma #graduation, today they took their #wedding 
#vows #congrats #usma2016 #usma #usarmy #westpoint

grant_escobra: Cadet no more! Honored to have my 
dad swear me in as a 2Lt in the world’s greatest army 
using an American fl ag that he personally fl ew with in 
Iraq. Blessed by the awesome support from family and 
friends throughout my journey as a cadet. Still can’t 
believe I fi nally graduated! #Oldgrad #famtradition 
#alwaysreppinCA #thecorpshas #classof2016
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Answer to Cancer

Bike for a future immune to cancer with the Cancer Research 
Institute’s “Answer to Cancer” fundraiser event. 

Join the Institute June 25 for a unique cycling journey that 
kicks off with a special military procession through the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and continues through the 
challenging terrain of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Highlights of the 25-, 50- or 100-mile route options include 
a breathtaking view at the scenic Storm King Highway. 

All event proceeds will support lifesaving cancer 
immunotherapy research. 

Opportunities are available for riders or volunteers. Visit 
www.a2c.org to learn more and register.

Vacation Bible School
The West Point Chapels Vacation Bible School will be held 

Aug. 2-5 at the West Point Middle School. 
Participants and volunteers should sign-up at https://www.

groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/westpointchapels.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at 
Washington Hall Room 4101. 

For details, contact SMAC President Master Sgt. Carlos 
Evans at 254-575-9817 or Secretary Sgt. 1st Class Cinnamon 
Chambers at 909-562-5924.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
FAST Class

Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 
Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), through June 13. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or nancy.judd@usma.edu 

or Neil Sakumoto at 938-5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Highland Falls Fire Department’s annual Carnival

The Highland Falls Fire Department will hold its annual 
Carnival June 1-4 at Roe Park in Highland Falls.

Fireworks will take place June 3, with a rain date of June 4.
For more details, contact Lynn Rush, Carnival Committee 

chairman secretary, at 845-446-2151.

Highlands Farmers Market opens June 12
The West Point Town of Highlands Farmers Market will 

open for the 2016 season June 12. The farmers and food vendors 
that local residents have known and loved in previous years will 
be back with fresh fruit, vegetables, baked goods, jam, jellies, 
pickles and more.  

Opening Day will include special festivities including a 

Fort Putnam summer hours 
Fort Putnam will open this summer for general access 

from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the 
months of June, July and August. 

There is no admission fee.

The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 
Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Balloon Art experience with Gwendy Matthews and a Cupcake 
Bakeoff contest.  

Anyone residing in Highland Falls, West Point or Fort 
Montgomery who would like to submit their prize cupcake should 
contact Olga Anderson at 917-509-1200 to register. First Prize 
will be a gift basket filled with goodies from the Farmers Market.  

As a special treat, the young gardeners from the Kids Garden 
Club will be offering seedlings for sale, which will support 
ongoing programs of the Community Garden. There will be a 
used book sale and bubble station for all to enjoy.  

Check the Facebook page at West Point Town of Highlands 
Farmer’s Market for updates.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days 
a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. For details, call 938-3590 
or visit the Museum on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WestPointMuseum.

American Propaganda during World War I
The West Point Museum is featuring a variety of media 

including artwork, music, posters, newspapers, film and political 
cartoons created or heavily influenced by the Committee on 
Public Information during World War I. 

The exhibit called, “Championing a Nation,” features artwork 
by artists Lester Hornby, Norman Ritchie and Joseph Pennell, as 
well as original World War I music and film.

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days 
a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. For details, call 938-3590 
or visit the Museum on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WestPointMuseum. 

New West Point CPA Express

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble

Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. on June 16 for the 
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. Check-in begins at 11:30 
a.m. with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. 

There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 
prizes and dinner). 

For details, call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435.  
SKIES Soo Bahk Do Program 

The Child, Youth and School Age Services SKIES 
Instructional Program is offering youth, ages 5-18 years, the 
opportunity to try the traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk Do. 

This is a classical martial art which develops every aspect of 
the self. The purpose is to create a person who is free from inner 
confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world.  

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. 

The instructors, a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean 
master instructors. A free session, consisting of a 45-minute class, 
is scheduled for 6:10-7 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Registration is required and can be done through Parent 
Central or Webtrac. Space is limited. Regular sessions start in 
June. A nominal fee will be charged for these classes. 

For details, contact Kirsten Rautter, SKIES director, at 938-
8893.  

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 6 and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 

riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 

There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers. For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.
com/morgan.

Become a Family Child Care Provider
Family Child Care is a great opportunity for those who want 

to stay home with their children. 
You can become a certifi ed provider and supplement your 

family’s income by caring for children in your home. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, Family Child Care director, 

at erin.faherty@usma.edu or call 938-0086. 

MWR Fitness Center’s Flag Day 5K
A patriotic run commemorating the United States Flag, “Old 

Glory,” will take place June 14. The race will hold a shotgun 
start at 5 p.m. 

Pre-registration opens Wednesday at the MWR Fitness 
Center. Race and day-of registration starts at 5:30 a.m. June 14. 
The fi rst 100 pre-registered runners receive a T-shirt. Start and 
fi nish will be the MWR Fitness Center. 

There will be prizes for the top runners. Strollers and leashed 
dogs are welcome. There is a nominal fee for this race. 

Cadets can run for free, but must register for the race (no 
T-shirt provided). For details, call 938-6490.

Driving Range Open Weekends
The Driving Range at the West Point Golf Course will open 

Friday and runs through Sept. 4. 
The Driving Range will be open from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday (weather permitting). One size bucket of 
balls will be available and MWR will have a limited concession 
services available for additional purchase. 

For details, call 845-938-2435.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES
Leisure Travel Services May events 

Join Leisure Travel Services for Theater Van to Broadway 
and purchase half-price theater today. Leave West Point at 4:30 
p.m. and leave NYC after the show. 

For ticket pricing and reservations, call 938-3601. 

The Athena Cup Match-Play Championship 
The Athena Cup Match-Play Championship, a West Point 

Golf Course Premier Match Play event, starts this month.  
The Top 15 net scores plus the defending champion will be 

seeded in the match-play bracket. 
Cost is a one-time entry fee, plus applicable greens fee and 

cart (if riding) per round. 
Rounds will take place throughout the season until the fi nal 

round in September. 
A USGA GHIN Handicap is required for this championship 

and can be handled through the Pro Shop. 
To sign-up, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435. 

BOSS Six Flags Trip
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers will be going to Six 

Flags Great Adventure in Jackson, New Jersey June 4.  
Vans will be departing the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion at 8 a.m. 

and returning approximately at 10 p.m. 

FOR THE ADULTS

There is a minimal fee for the trip and includes transportation 
and a park ticket. Payment is due by Tuesday.  

For details, contact Courtney Chidgey at 845-938-6497. 

ACS ERP Résumé Open Houses
Stop by the Employment Readiness Program at ACS, Bldg. 

622 anytime June 7 to have your résumé reviewed, prep for an 
interview, practice your ‘elevator speech’ or just see what the 
program can offer the jobseeker.  

No RSVP or appointment needed, doors are open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.  

For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 
or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

Membership Appreciation Barbecue and Membership 
Drive

Come join the West Point Club from 6-8 p.m. June 9 and 
enjoy an outdoor barbecue and dessert. 

Reap the benefi ts of being a club member as members dine 
for free. Not a member? No problem. Become a member and 
the barbecue is free. 

There is a minimal fee for non-members who do not join as 
a member. 

For details, call 938-5255. 

2016 Department of Defense Warrior Games
The 2016 DOD Warrior Games will take place at West Point 

from June 15-21. 
Come out and cheer warrior athletes from the United States 

and the United Kingdom. 
For details, visit http://warriorgames.dodlive.mil/.

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

Arts & Crafts May class schedule
• Today—Cooking for Couples, 5-7 p.m. Fun and easy recipes 

that a couple can make together. 
Discussion about menu planning for an active lifestyle, 

ingredient use and meal planning for two. Registration is required 
one week prior to class.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

Morgan Farm Memorial Day Weekend Special
Need a place to board your pet for the holiday weekend? Get 

four days of boarding for the price of three.
Drop off your pet on Friday and pick-up on Tuesday. 
For details or to make reservations, call 938-3926.

2016 Arts & Crafts Summer Art Camp
West Point Arts & Crafts is gearing up for the 2016 Summer 

Art Camp.  This year’s theme is “Artopia,” and it is encouraged 
for the campers to Explore, Inspire and Create through a variety 
of artistic mediums and experiences.  

Each week will culminate with an art show put on by our 
campers to showcase their talents.  

Camp dates are June 14-17, June 21-24, July 19-22 and July 
26-29. The camp will run Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

The West Point ID Card Operations Offi ce conducts 
business on an appointment-only basis for all DEERS and 
ID Card operations.

Hours of Operation:  8-11:30 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m.
To make an appointment, visit  https://rapids-

appointments.dmdc.osd.mil
Time Slots are now available. Call 938-2607 to reserve 

a slot. For details, call 938-8483.

Registration will begin at 10 a.m. Tuesday. 
Registration must be in person and is on a first-come, 

fi rst-served basis as space is limited. Payment is due at time of 
registration. Call 845-938-4812 for more information. 

Father’s Day Brunch
Come join the West Point Club from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. June 19 

for its annual Father’s Day Brunch. 
There is a nominal fee for this brunch. For reservations, call 

938-5255.
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West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-June 2
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 26-June 2
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

Residents, thank you for the outpouring of 
books that we received for WPFH Lending 
Library.  

“Take a Book, Leave a Book,” will be 
open on 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, 2-6 p.m. 
Wednesday and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday at 
126 Washington Road. 

Residents are encouraged to bring in their 
“already enjoyed” books. Don’t have any 
books? Come pick some anyway.

• Yard of the Month: WPFH will be 
choosing one home every month from May-
September with a yard that is well kept and 
stands out from the rest. 

In order for a yard to be judged, it must 
be nominated. 

You can email nominations to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by the 25th of each month. 

•  Thanks to the Community : 

Friday—The Angry Birds Movie, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Jungle Book, PG, 7:30 p.m.
June 3—Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows, 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 
June 3—Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows, 
PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

World “No Tobacco Day” is Tuesday
There’s no debating it—you’ve started to 

notice the effects of your tobacco use:
• Coughing;
• White sores in your mouth where you 

hold your dip;
• Your clothes, hair, breath, car or home 

always smelling like tobacco or smoke;
• Stains on your teeth and fi ngers;
• Feeling stressed between each cigarette 

or dip.
That list doesn’t include the harder-to-

see effects of tobacco use that often come 
from nicotine. Nicotine is the addictive 
substance found in all tobacco products – even 
e-cigarettes. 

It affects your health in ways you can’t 
see, including increasing your heart rate, 
raising your blood pressure and slowing your 
circulation.

It’s time to stop debating just how much 
damage you’re doing by using one form of 
tobacco or another, or when that magic day 
will be that you’ll effortlessly quit. Just get 
started. It will be tough. But you are tougher. 
You can quit tobacco.

Quit Tobacco at http://www.UCanQuit2.
org. It has tools to get you started and can 
connect you with health professionals if you 
need more help. 

Let us join you on Tuesday as World “No 
Tobacco Day” becomes the day you quit 
smoking and/or using smokeless tobacco. 

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of June and August. There will be 
no classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

The June and August sessions will be all-
day courses, scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. June 
18 and Aug. 13. 

For more information and/or to arrange a 
seat for the classes, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 938-3210. 

Physical Therapy “Sick Call” for Active 
Duty and Family Members and Retirees

Active duty members, their dependents 
and retirees will be able to see a Physical 
Therapist (PT) at Keller for musculo-skeletal 
injuries on a walk-in basis at 7:30 a.m.

The intent of the program is for members 
of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 
as possible and without the need for a referral. 

Research suggests that the sooner people 
with certain types of injuries see a PT, the 
sooner they recover.

This time is not intended for chronic 
conditions that have been ongoing for weeks 
or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, routine 
appointments can be made (also with or 
without referral) by calling 938-3324.

PT sick call will be held Monday through 
Friday, at 7:30 a.m., except on federal 
and training holidays, and periodically as 
announced.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force and 
enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Let us know if we are achieving this 
by filling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in the 
mail. We value your opinion; and if we can do 
better—we will.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

West Point Band to perform 
Army Birthday Concert June 11

The West Point Band kicks off its “Music under the Stars” concert series honoring 
the Army Birthday at 7:30 p.m. June 11 at the Trophy Point Amphitheater.

Story and photo by the West Point Band

The West Point Band will kick off its 
“Music under the Stars” concert series with 
a performance in honor of the 241st Army 
Birthday at 7:30 p.m. June 11 at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater. This concert is free and 
open to all.

The band’s deputy commander Capt. Darrin 
Thiriot will take to the podium and lead the 
band in an exciting program entitled “Who 
More Than Self Their Country Loved,” which 
will commemorate the Army’s 241 years of 
selfl ess service to the nation. 

In keeping with tradition, the concert will 
feature a streamer ceremony commemorating 
the campaigns fought by Soldiers throughout 
our nation’s history, and it will close with a 
cake-cutting. 

Bring your family and friends, and join the 
West Point Band in honoring the Army’s history 
with a relaxing evening concert under the stars.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found 
by following us on Facebook, YouTube and 
Twitter.
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Second Lt. Kelsey Minato receives a set of second lieutenant bars from a 1966 
graduate May 21 during the Graduation and Commissioning Ceremony at 
Michie Stadium. The day before graduation, Minato received the Army Athletic 
Association Award for displaying the “most valuable service to intercollegiate 
athletics during a career as a cadet.” Minato graduated from Army with the 
career standards in points (2,556), scoring average (20.1), three-pointers (329), 
free throws (569), free throw percentage (.890) and field goals (829) in women’s 
basketball.               Photo by Eric S. bartElt/PV

Glenn, Minato earn prestigious AAA Awards
sPorts

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point star gymnast Jesse Glenn 
and record-setting women’s basketball player 
Kelsey Minato were honored with the U.S. 
Military Academy’s highest athletic honor 
May 20 as they were presented with the Army 
Athletic Association Award at the Awards 
Convocation in Eisenhower Hall.

The trophy is awarded annually to the male 
and female cadet-athletes who display the “most 
valuable service to intercollegiate athletics 
during a career as a cadet.”

This year marks the 112th anniversary of 
the AAA Award, which was first presented to 
football’s Horatio Hackett in 1904.

Glenn becomes the fourth gymnast to garner 
the award, and the first to do so since Kip 
Webber was named the AAA Award winner in 
2014. Minato is the 11th women’s basketball 
player, and the first since Erin Anthony in 2011.

An Engineering Management major from 
Porter Ranch, California, Glenn ended his senior 
campaign with nine individual ECAC titles and 
nine USA Gymnastics All-America certificates, 
and became the first Black Knight to win the 
Nissen-Emery Award, presented annually to the 
nation’s top senior gymnast.

Glenn claimed nine ECAC individual titles 
during his career, including championships in 
all-around and high bar disciplines during his 
sophomore, junior and senior years. He added 
a floor exercise title as a senior and took home 

individual titles in vault and parallel bars during 
his junior campaign. Additionally, Glenn was 
named ECAC Senior Athlete of the Year at the 
conclusion of the 2016 ECAC Championships.

Glenn advanced to the individual finals on 
high bar at the NCAA Championships as a junior 
and placed ninth to mark the first time an Army 
gymnast has reached the NCAA individual finals 
since Garrek Hojan-Clark did it on pommel 
horse in 2013.

During his first season on the team, Glenn 
collected ECAC Co-Rookie of the Year honors, 
despite missing a portion of the season due to 
injury. Earlier that year, Glenn competed as an 
individual at the Winter Cup Challenge in Las 
Vegas, and placed 12th on vault and 15th on 
floor exercise among a field of 34 competitors 
during the tournament’s preliminary round. 

He also took part in the Winter Cup 
Challenge as a junior in 2015, where he placed 
14th on high bar.

Glenn owns Army records in all-around 
(88.450) and high bar (15.450), setting the 
all-around mark against Springfield in 2014 
and establishing the high bar record at the 
2016 USA Gymnastics Collegiate National 
Championships and matching it at the 2016 
ECAC Championships. He also ranks tied for 
second in team history on parallel bars (14.700).

Glenn helped lead the Black Knights to top-
three finishes at the West Point Open during each 
his four years, including second-place showings 
in 2013, 2015 and 2016. 

Glenn claimed the top spot in the all-around 
competition at the West Point Open in 2013, 
2015 and 2016, with his all-around victory in 
2013 coming as Army’s first West Point Open 
individual championship in the discipline since 
the event began in 1991.

He was twice selected to the ECAC All-
Academic Team and finished his career with a 
GPA of 3.450.

Like Glenn, Minato completed her career 
as one of the top athletes in Academy history. 
A three-time All-American, Minato drew three 
Patriot League Player of the Year honors and is 
the only player in league history to be named to 
the All-Patriot League first team all four years. 

A native of Huntington Beach, California, 
who majors in Environmental Science, Minato 
was three-time All-Metropolitan Basketball 
Writers Association first-team choice and 
was one of 10 national finalists for the Senior 
CLASS Award.

Minato led the Patriot League in scoring 
during each of her final three seasons, to include 
an Army-record 23.2 points per game as a senior. 
She netted a team-record 743 points in 2015-16 
to finish with 2,556 points for her four years and 
end her playing career atop the Patriot League’s 
all-time scoring list.

Minato guided Army to a team-record 29 
victories as a part of a 29-3 overall record in 
2015-16 as the Black Knights won their second 
Patriot League title in the last three seasons. 

Minato capped her senior season with 
Associated Press All-America Honorable 
Mention and Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association All-America Honorable Mention 
praise, as well as an espnW Mid-Major Player 
of the Year nod.

During an unprecedented moment on senior 
night, Minato and the women’s basketball Class 
of 2016 were honored for being the winningest 
group in team history with a record of 99-28 
before Minato became the first active cadet to 
have her jersey retired.

Minato and her classmates are the only 
Army women’s basketball players to experience 
four 20-win seasons and four national 
postseason tournament appearances, with 
NCAA Tournament bids in 2014 and 2016 and 
trips to the WNIT in 2013 and 2015.

Minato graduated with Army career 
standards in points (2,556), scoring average 
(20.1), three-pointers (329), free throws (569), 
free throw percentage (.890) and field goals 
(829). 

As a sophomore, Minato scored a Patriot 
League-record 49 points in a game against 
Holy Cross, while setting NCAA records for 
most free throws made in a game (26) and the 
most free throws made in a game without a miss 
(26-for-26).

As a freshman, Minato became the first 
player in Patriot League history to collect Player 
of the Year and Rookie of the Year honors 
during the same season and was selected to the 
Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association 
second team following 2012-13. 

She earned first-team praise during her final 
three years and ended her career as MBWA 
Division I Player of the Year.

Glenn and Minato received their second 
lieutenant bars to officially begin their respective 
Army careers in a commissioning ceremony 
following graduation at Michie Stadium May 
21.

Second Lt. Jesse Glenn is all smiles May 21 after the Graduation and 
Commissioning Ceremony at Michie Stadium. The day before graduation, 
Glenn received the Army Athletic Association Award for a stellar gymnastics 
career that included nine ECAC individual titles during his career, including 
championships in all-around and high bar disciplines during his sophomore, 
junior and senior years. He added a floor exercise title as a senior and took 
home individual titles in vault and parallel bars during his junior campaign.          
                             Photo by Mady SalVani/arMy athlEtic coMMUnicationS


