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Honoring Thayer
(Above) Cadet First Captain EJ Coleman and retired Lt. Gen. Edward Rowny, 
USMA Class of 1941 and oldest grad at the ceremony, place a wreath at the feet 
of the Sylvanus Thayer Statue to honor the “Father of the Military Academy” 
Tuesday during the Alumni Wreath Laying and Review Ceremony. (Right) 
Rowny, who was a 1993 Distinguished Graduate, and his son, Peter, who is 
standing behind him, prepare for the wreath laying as they wait with U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., USMA Command Sgt. 
Major David M. Clark, West Point Association of Graduates Chairman and USMA 
Class of 1968, retired Lt. Gen. Larry Jordan, and WPAOG President retired Col. 
Bob McClure. See Pages 3-4 for stories and photos from the alumni events.
              PhotoS by Staff Sgt. Vito bryant/uSMa Pao
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Graduation Week Parking 
and Force Protection Info
By the Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobil ization and Security Force 
Protection Office

In an effort to limit traffic delays during 
Graduation Week, the following information 
is provided to assist both residents and visitors 
driving on the installation. 

This includes activities not related to force 
protection measures, which are provided to 
alert residents and the workforce to events that 
restrict traffic on the installation throughout 
Graduation Week. 

Please allow more travel time, particularly 
entering through installation gates, and when 
driving in and around the installation.

Due to various parking restrictions 
imposed throughout the week, West Point 
personnel  planning TDY tr ips during 
Graduation Week must not leave their vehicles 
parked in Clinton, Doubleday and other 
Central Area lots. 

Doubleday Lot will be reserved parking 
for special pass holders through graduation. 

Note: Doubleday, Clinton and Arvin 
parking lots must be cleared of all POVs no 
later than 12:01 a.m. Saturday. 

Today
To allow for the movement of cadets 

to Michie Stadium for the Graduation Day 
rehearsal, Stony Lonesome Road will be 
closed to all vehicular traffic from the 
intersection with Washington Road (in 
the vicinity of the Catholic Chapel) to the 
intersection with Mills Road near Michie 
Stadium from 5:45 a.m. until about 6:15 a.m. 

Friday
In support of the Graduation Parade, the 

following restrictions apply:
• The Eisenhower Hall tunnel area and 

loading dock will be reserved parking in 
support of the Awards Convocation and 
Reception the entire day.  

• Parking for the workforce is allowed in 
the Central Area however, Clinton Lot and the 
tennis court parking area will be designated 
for handicap parking and Doubleday and 
portions of Clinton Lot reserved parking for 
only special pass holders.  

•  At the end of the parade, Clinton 
and Doubleday lots will be re-opened and 
available for general parking until 4:30 p.m., 
when the lots are again reserved for guest and 
handicap parking for the graduation banquet. 

Saturday
In support of the Graduation Ceremony, 

the following restrictions apply:
• Arvin, Clinton and Doubleday parking 

lots are reserved for special pass holders until 
after the Graduation Ceremony.

•  There wil l  be no parking in the 
Eisenhower Hall tunnel due to bus movement.

• Stony Lonesome Road will be closed 
from the intersection with Washington Road 
(in the vicinity of the Catholic Chapel) to the 
intersection of Schofield Place (entrance to 
Lusk housing area) from approximately 8:30 
a.m. until about 10 a.m.  

•  Thereafter, Stony Lonesome Road 
will only be open from the intersection with 
Washington Road to the intersection with 
Schofield Place until the completion of the 
graduation ceremony.

• All roads around Michie Stadium will be 
blocked to traffic from 3 a.m. until completion 
of the Graduation Ceremony.

• Due to the heavy traffic expected at 
Stony Lonesome and Thayer gates, anyone 
residing off the installation who possess a 
DOD decal and CAC card/military ID card 
and will attend the ceremony are authorized 
and encouraged to use Washington Gate. 

• Families and visitors can enter Michie 
Stadium through security  checkpoints 
established at Gate 4, 5, 6, 6A and 7. 

Gate 7 will be open for wheelchair access 
throughout the ceremony.

• All persons entering the stadium will pass 
through metal detectors, or ‘Magnetometers,’ 
at all open gates.

•  Large bags,  coolers ,  backpacks, 
unwrapped packages and umbrellas will not 
be allowed into the stadium. 

You are encouraged to use plastic bags to 
carry your possessions to speed up processing 
through security.

Safety and security are a paramount 
concern during Graduation Week activities. 

Everyone’s assistance in the detection and 
reporting of criminal activities helps ensure 
that this year’s graduation is a success. 

Anyone observing suspicious behavior or 
activity is urged to promptly report it to the 
West Point Military Police at 938-3333. 

For details, contact the AT/FP office at 
938-3650/8859. 

Remember: If you see something, hear 
something, say something.

Dear Cadets, members of the Long Gray Line, West 
Point community and friends and family of graduates,

This Saturday, the members of the Class of 2016 will walk 
across the stage at Michie Stadium to receive their diplomas, 
take their oath of commissioning and get pinned as second 
lieutenants to take their place on the Long Gray Line, joining 
the tens of thousands of men and women before them who 
graduated from this hallowed institution and served our nation 
as Army officers.

Fifty years ago, as the Class of 1966 was preparing to 
graduate, our nation was sending a buildup of troops to South 
Vietnam.  

In the minds of those cadets from a half-century ago was 
the understanding that they too, would be sent overseas to lead America’s Soldiers and, in the 
words of  President Reagan, “fight for freedom in a place where liberty was in danger and put 
their lives in danger to help a people in a land far away from their own.”  

In fact, of the 579 graduates of the Class of ’66, 98 percent of them would see service in 
Vietnam.  While they understood what awaited them upon graduation, they did not know what 
history would demand of them.

When this year’s graduating cadets came to West Point four years ago, our nation was still at 
war. Each of them knew full well they would join an Army at war and be sent into harm’s way.  

Unlike their brothers in arms from 50 years earlier, today’s graduates will lead in a complex 
and uncertain operating environment in numerous locations around the globe, although the 
demands, challenges and dangers they will face are just as great.  

But despite the dangers and challenges of an uncertain world, the Class of 2016 chose to 
come to West Point with the deep desire to serve, to stand for something much larger than 
themselves.  

Like those from the past generations, they chose to stand in the gap and protect and defend 
our nation and our way of life from all that would threaten it.  

Like all generations of graduates who have passed through our hallowed gates, we don’t 
know what history will demand of these new officers.  But we do know that they are ready to 
face whatever challenges await them.

To the Class of 2016—your West Point experience from day one has been all about 
developing you as a leader of character, committed to the values of Duty, Honor, Country and 
prepared to fight and win our Nation’s wars.  

We have prepared you intellectually, physically, militarily and ethically. Every hour of 
training you received here is important and you’ll rely on something you’ve learned here 
every day.  

But above all else, remember that it’s your character that defines you as a leader and a 
person. Don’t forget the lessons you‘ve learned here, and most importantly, never compromise 
your character.

To the families and friends of our graduates, thank you for all the support you’ve given our 
cadets during these past four years, for encouraging them when things got tough, and sharing 
in their successes.  

To the entire West Point Community—accomplishing our mission of educating, training and 
inspiring the Corps of Cadets is a total team effort.  Each of you has, in some way, contributed 
to the overall success of our graduates. Thank you for all you do every day to make West Point 
the world’s premier leader development institution.

Congratulations, Class of 2016—“With Honor We Lead!”  We’re all very proud of you.
Go Army!

           Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
                     USMA Superintendent

Welcome to the Long Gray Line, 
next stop leading in complex world
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Distinguished Graduates honored at Alumni Review
Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The West Point Association of Graduates 
honored six members of the Long Gray Line 
Tuesday during the Alumni Review with the 2016 
Distinguished Graduate Award. These alumni 
were recognized for having embodied West 
Point values through character, distinguished 
service and stature while maintaining the motto, 
“Duty, Honor, Country.”

The award, which has been presented since 
1992, was given to Louis Gross (Class of ‘54), 
John C. Bahnsen Jr. (Class of ‘56), Joseph B. 
Anderson (Class of ’65), William P. Foley (Class 
of ‘67), Richard A. Cody (Class of ‘72) and 
Keith B. Alexander (Class of ‘74).

“Well, in 1972, when I graduated, barely, 
I didn’t think I’d ever be on a plane, here, 
receiving any award, so it’s a great honor,” said 
retired Gen. Cody. “Also, it’s really great to see 
the cadets, I’m always impressed by them, and 
the Corps has changed so much over the 40 years 
since I’ve been here.”

Cody is a member of the Army Aviation 
Hall of Fame and has logged over 5,000 hours 
of flight time over his 36-year Army career.  
He currently serves as Chairman of the Board 
for the Homes For Our Troops, a charity that 
builds homes for wounded veterans. He also 
runs Operation Flying Heroes where he flies 
wounded veterans on his own OH-6A Helicopter 
and Cessna 206 fixed-wing aircraft.

Cody credits his time at West Point for much 
of his success.

“The first thing West Point teaches you is 
discipline, but it also teaches you teamwork, 
how to be a team member and a team player,” 
Cody said.  “It helps you out during your career.”

Although he’s had a 
renowned military career 
and has  given back to 
wounded veterans, Cody 
says that he is privileged 
to be acknowledged as a 
distinguished graduate.

“It was really a great 
honor to be recognized with 
five great individuals,” Cody 
said. “I’m just humbled that 
I’d even be included with 
them.”

F o l e y  s h a r e s  t h a t 
sentiment.

“It’s quite an honor for 
me to be standing among 
these other guys, it’s pretty 
amazing, I’m just one of the 
old guys,” Foley said. “This 
is quite a thrill.”

Foley has had success 
in multiple industries, from 
finance to real estate, and 
thanks his education at West 
Point.

“It made me what I am 
today, it taught me how to lead, how to manage, 
how to multi-task,” Foley said of his time as 
a cadet.  “My success in business and in the 
service, is West Point.”

Foley has since given back tenfold to his 
alma mater through his philanthropy to USMA 
athletics with the Foley Indoor Athletic Complex 
and the Foley-Enners-Nathe Lacrosse Center. 
In addition, Foley continues to demonstrate 
West Point values through the Foley Family 
Foundation, which supports underprivileged 
children. He also helps wounded veterans and 

family members of deceased service members.
Gross was thrilled to be a part of the 

ceremony.
“I’m very proud, I’m pleased and I’m 

humbled,” Gross said of his recognition in the 
ceremony.

He reminisced his time in the Army with the 
82nd Airborne Division and being stationed in 
Alaska. Although he served for just three years, 
Gross said that he continued to stay tied to West 
Point throughout his life.

“I’ve always stayed active with the West 

Distinguished Grads Louis Gross, USMA Class of 1954, and John C. Bahnsen 
Jr., USMA Class of 1956, reminisce about their time at West Point during the 
Alumni Review Tuesday.  When Gross was a Firstie at the Academy, Bahnsen 
was a Yearling.      Photo by Michelle eberhart/PV

Point community and we built the Jewish 
Chapel and many other structures here,” Gross 
said. “Help keep the Army on the straight and 
narrow.”

Aside from contributing to the building of 
the Jewish Chapel, Gross has also built the Gross 
Center Gymnastics Facility and hosts football 
tailgates for cadets and faculty.

When asked what guidance he would give a 
graduating cadet, Gross has one piece of advice:

“Stay out of trouble,” he said. “And above 
all, don’t get caught.”

The Class of 1965 gathered at the Arvin Alcove at Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center Tuesday to honor its classmate, Joseph B. Anderson.  
Anderson was among six recognized as Distinguished Graduates for 2016 
because of his time as an Army officer and business leader.  He later became 
the Chairman and CEO of TAG Holdings, LLC, one of the top five largest 
black-owned businesses in the United States, according to Black Enterprise 
Magazine.  Anderson has also volunteered with the West Point Association of 
Graduates and helped establish the West Point Office of Diversity, Inclusion 
and Equal Opportunity.                       Photo by Michelle eberhart/PV

Anderson speaks to classmates

The six Distinguished Graduates for 2016 posed with Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Diana 
Holland (far left), Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. and West Point Association of 
Graduates Chairman and USMA Class of 1968, retired Lt. Gen. Larry Jordan. The Distinguished 
Graduates are (from left to right) William P. Foley, Joseph B. Anderson, John C. Bahnsen Jr., 
Richard A. Cody, Louis Gross and Keith B. Alexander.             Photo by John Pellino/DPtMS Vi
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1993 Distinguished Graduate attends Alumni Review as Oldest Grad 

The beginning of the Alumni Wreath Laying Ceremony with U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., retired Lt. Gen. Edward 
Rowny, USMA Class of 1941, lead the alumni of West Point to the Thayer Statue 
Tuesday. Rowny is the oldest grad at the ceremony and helped lay the wreath. 
Rowny's son, Peter, USMA Command Sgt. Major David Clark, West Point 
Association of Graduates Chairman and USMA Class of 1968, retired Lt. Gen. 
Larry Jordan, and WPAOG president retired Col. Bob McClure.

At the Alumni Wreath Laying and 
Review Ceremony on the Plain, retired 
Lt. Gen. Edward Rowny, USMA Class 
of 1941, led the alumni of West Point 
to the Thayer Statue and the Alumni 
Review Tuesday. Rowny was the 
oldest grad present at 99 years old. 

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Retired Lt. Gen. Edward Leon Rowny, 
U.S. Military Academy Class of 1941, held 
the distinction of being the oldest graduate 
(99 years old) attending the Alumni Wreath 
Laying and Review Tuesday. Rowny was also a 
1993 Distinguished Graduate for his incredible 
service to the Nation.

“We had 424 students in my class,” Rowny 
said. “And I am the only one here.” 

There are five living graduates, including 
Rowny, from the Class of 1941. 

Rowny was born in Baltimore on April 3, 
1917. His father emigrated from Poland to the 
United States in 1912. His mother was American 
born, and her parents, also came from Poland. 

Rowny graduated from the Baltimore 
Polytechnic Institute, an elite engineering high 
school in 1933 and received a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Johns Hopkins University 
in Engineering before he entered West Point. 

Rowny also holds a Master of Arts in 
Engineering and International Affairs from 
Yale and a Ph.D. in International Studies from 
American University, Washington D.C.

Author  Anne  Kaze l -Wi lcox ,  who 
accompanied Rowny at the Alumni Review, 
helped co-author the book, “West Point Class 
’41: The Class That Went to War and Shaped 
America” with P.J. Wilcox and Rowny. 

The book is a collection of recollections of 
war from Rowny and his classmates after their 
70th reunion in 2011 where they spoke about 
their experiences in World War II, Korea and 
Vietnam.

Rowny commanded troops in World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam, advised five U.S. presidents 
from Nixon through Bush, and was the chief 
negotiator for arms control.

“I was in command of Buffalo Soldiers 

in Italy and was the chief negotiator for 
nuclear disarmament under President Ronald 
Reagan,” Rowny said. “I also was Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur’s spokesman and was one of the 
planners for the landing at Inchon that forced 
North Korea to retreat.”

Rowny said he has 38 years of active 
military duty and 12 years working for the State 
Department.

Rowny’s last assignment on active duty 
was Joint Chiefs of Staff Representative to the 
Strategic Arms Limitations Talks from 1973-79 
before he retired from the Army.

Rowny’s first assignment three years after 
graduation from West Point was commanding 
an engineer battalion in Italy, including Buffalo 
Soldiers, where he earned two Silver Stars, a 
Bronze Star Medal and the Legion of Merit. 

Rowny served in the Corps of Engineers for 
the 10th Corps during the Korean War where 
he helped plan the amphibious invasion at 
Inchon, and later commanded the 38th Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, where he 
earned the Air Medal, his third Silver Star for 
gallantry in action and two Legions of Merit. 

After serving three years on the staff and 
faculty of the Infantry School at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, he was assigned to the staff of Supreme 
Headquarters, Allied Powers in Europe. 

When he returned, he graduated from the 
National War College in 1959 and was assigned 
to the United States Army Element, Office of 
the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. In 1961, he 
was the assistant division commander support 
for the 82nd Airborne Division. 

In 1962, Rowny established the Army 
Concepts Team in Vietnam where he was 
responsible for developing counterinsurgency 
tactics and weapons, including using helicopters 
as weapons.

The following year, Rowny returned to the 
Pentagon to serve as the Special Assistant for 

Tactical Mobility to the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
Force Development and consequently rising to 
the position of Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff 
for Force Development until 1965. 

From 1965-66, Rowny commanded the 
24th Infantry Division and served as the Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Logistics for the U.S. Army, 
Europe. 

Rowny was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal and assigned as the Deputy Chief 
for Research and Development in 1969. 

He was the Commanding General, First 
Corps in Korea and assigned a two-year tour as 
Deputy Chairman of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization Military Commission. 

Rowny was presented the 1993 Distinguished 
Graduate Award with a citation that ended with 
“to a great Soldier, statesman and patriot: 
Edward Leon Rowny, Class of 1941.”
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2015-16 Cadet Club Activities

Native American Heritage Forum: Cadets of the Native 
American Heritage Forum organized and hosted the sixth annual 
Keepers of the Peace Powwow held at Gillis Field House May 1. 

The master of ceremonies for the Powwow was the Redhawk 
Native American Arts Council. The Powwow included the 
singing of the National Anthem by Class of 2019 Cadet Katelin 
Guettlein, a birds of prey expert who presented two shows that 

described how owls, hawks and eagles hunt and capture prey, 
and traditional Native American singing and dancing. 

The Native American vendors sold beadwork and other 
handmade articles and the food vendor had plenty of venison 
and buffalo meat. 

The event included midshipmen from the Naval Academy’s 
Native American club joining the Powwow. 
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Gadson headlines opening of Cadet Fine Arts Forum facility
By Capt. Alison Wallace
Department of English and Philosophy

The Department of English and Philosophy 
celebrated the grand opening of the long-
anticipated Cadet Fine Arts Forum facility at 
Bldg. 148 April 29 at Trophy Point. 

The event featured keynote speaker, retired 
Col. Gregory Gadson, who spoke about the 
tremendous healing and unifying potential of 
art and creativity before inviting attendants to 
view his photography as the inaugural exhibit 
in the newly christened CFAF building.

The renovation of the facility, formerly 
referred to as Quarters 148, began several years 
ago with the endorsement and support of the 
Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., 
and the leadership of retired Brig. Gen. Scott 
Krawczyk, the former head of the Department 
of English and Philosophy. 

These USMA leaders recognized the need 
for a dedicated venue to celebrate artistic and 
creative expression among the Corps of Cadets 
and the larger West Point community. 

The new facility will foster a strong 
connection to the robust artistic and creative 
communities in New York City and the Hudson 
Valley area, as well as demonstrate West Point’s 
commitment to veteran outreach programs, 

especially those that serve wounded veterans. 
In recent years, the Creative Arts Project at 
West Point has hosted a variety of programs 
designed to foster psychological healing, 
growth, reintegration and resiliency through 
the creative arts. 

The new CFAF building will provide an 
improved venue for workshops, exhibits and 
visiting artists.  

Col. Dave Harper, head of the Department 
of English and Philosophy, remarked on West 
Point’s commitment to the arts and humanities 
as critical aspects of the character and leader 
development of cadets. 

“The arts remind us of the humanity we wish 
to defend—of what is worth defending at all,” 
Harper said. “Recently, West Point has rightly 
received attention and praise for the breadth of 
our liberal arts curriculum and our commitment 
to the humanities. We support this because we 
know they are the bedrock foundation for an 
informed citizenry and for officers.”  

Harper pointed out how remarkable it is 
that an institution known for its excellence in 
engineering and mathematics, so vigorously 
fosters talent and cultivates diverse perspectives 
through creative expression. 

The newly renovated facility will now serve 
as the meeting place and home for the nine clubs 

of CFAF and for events celebrating the arts and 
humanities. 

After Col. Harper’s remarks, Class of 2019 
Cadets Giuseppe Ghironzi and Dalton Stahl 
reprised their prize-winning Shakespearean 
monologues for the crowd. The performances 
offered an impressive display of cadet talent, 
complemented by the beautiful backdrop of the 
Hudson River at Trophy Point.

Following these performances, Gadson 
delivered an inspirational keynote address about 
his own passion for photography as a therapeutic 
form of expression, and the incredible assuaging 
power of art. 

He reflected on how the CFAF building and 
the cadet clubs it houses are important ways to 
overcome a stigma against artistic and creative 
endeavors that he encountered during his time 
as a cadet and officer. Gadson is a 1989 graduate 
of the U.S. Military Academy, and is a veteran 
of Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm, 
Operation Joint Force, Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 

After an Improvised Explosive Device 
attack in Iraq in 2007, Gadson lost both of his 
legs and partial use of his right arm. He is a 
dedicated supporter of wounded veterans, and 
a lifelong advocate of the arts.

The evening concluded with the ribbon 
cutting ceremony to open the new CFAF 
building. Participating in the ribbon cutting 
were Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor, Dean of the 
Academic Board, Krawczyk, Harper and Col. 
Wayne Green, USMA Chief of Staff. Other 
notable guests in attendance included renowned 
travel writer and author Pico Iyer, and writer 
and producer T.J. Brady, USMA Class of 1996.

Col. Dave Harper, head of the 
Department of English and Philosophy, 
presents keynote speaker, retired 
Col.  Gregory Gadson, with a gift 
of appreciation after his keynote 
address.      Photo by caPt. bobby briggS/DeP
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Perfect day for anglers at 
West Point Fishing Derby
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Roughly 50 community members spent 
a beautiful and sun-filled morning at Round 
Pond for the annual West Point Fishing Derby 
sponsored by the Directorate of Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation and the West Point Bass Club 
May 14.

The day began with a briefing by Bass Club 
member Pat Wimmer, who has volunteered for 
the event for decades, on using a fishing pole 
safely to avoid catching someone with a hook 
other than a fish, having the fishing line getting 
caught in weeds or trees, how to disengage a 
fish from the hook, and to look out for snakes 
as there were a few of them floating by the 
young anglers.

The fishing derby was a popular place 
to be on a Saturday morning where parents, 
grandparents, friends and siblings enjoyed 
the great outdoors without traveling a great 
distance. Some have gone fishing at Round Pond 
before and for some, it was the very first time 
they picked up a fishing rod. 

Twelve-year-old Dylan Schultz was at the 
event for the first time, but couldn’t decide if he 
liked the idea of sitting and waiting for a fish. 

“This is the first time I have been fishing,” 
Schultz said. “I’m not sure about this.”

Ten-year-old Katherine Kemkes was sitting 
on a paddle boat with her grandmother Debbie 
while Katherine attempted to place her fishing 

line away from a snake that floated idly by. 
Although Steven Flower didn’t catch a fish, 

he was more than happy to take the small sunfish 
off the hook for his relative Emily Hughes. 

Prizes included bikes, fishing rods and 
tackle boxes for children who caught the biggest 
fish, except for Bass, as the season for Bass 
begins in June. Children also received prizes for 
policing the area and picking up the most trash. 
One of the two primary purposes of the fishing 
derby is to have fun fishing and to become 
environmentally conscious.

In the 12-15 age category, Dakota Williams 
placed first with a fish at the weight of .56 oz. 
Charlie Reeves placed second with a .52 oz. 
fish and Paula Beth Harve with a .36 oz. fish.

In the 9-11 age category, Gina Disalvo 
placed first with a 3.88-pound fish, Abbey Cates 
was second with a 2.82-pounder and Nicholas 
Bull was third with a 1.67-pound fish.

In the 5-8 age category, Kameron Kaylor 
placed first with a 2.87-pound fish, Thomas 
Disalvo placed second with a fish weighing 
2.56 pounds and Richard Keating placed third 
with .60 oz. fish.

In the 1-4 age category, Dakota Way placed 
first with a fish weighing .20 oz., Max Viteri 
placed second with a fish weighing in at .09 
oz. and Zoe Hughes came in third with a fish 
weighing .07 oz.

Madison Proctor picked up the most trash 
at over 4 pounds, and Max Viteri picked up 
2.90 pounds. 

Steven Flower unhooked a fish off the line for his relative Emily Hughes at 
the West Point Fishing Derby May 14 at Round Pond. The Fishing Derby is 
sponsored by the Directorate of Morale, Welfare and Recreation and the West 
Point Bass Club. Roughly 50 community members attended.
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

akwellknown: Bout to hit that CFT1 for a month... Squad 
Leader and Training Sergeant see yall on the other side we out

jaybray94: We are in the single digits guys. #9andabutt
goarmywestpoint: Kasey McCravey Gets AIRBORNE! #WestPoint 
#USMA #GoArmy #Army #SCTop10

jimmym00r3: Three years later! It’s fi nally time to say goodbye 
to the rifl e and hello to the Firstie Saber! 1 more year!
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The historic Thayer Hotel at West Point will celebrate its 90th 
anniversary May 27.                          courteSy Photo 

FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fort Putnam summer hours 

Fort Putnam will open this summer for general access from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the months 
of June, July and August. 

There is no admission fee.

Vacation Bible School
The West Point Chapels Vacation Bible School will be held 

Aug. 2-5 at the West Point Middle School. 
Participants and volunteers should sign-up at https://www.

groupvbspro.com/vbs/hl/westpointchapels.

Answer to Cancer
Bike for a future immune to cancer with the Cancer Research 

Institute’s “Answer to Cancer” fundraiser event. 
Join the Institute June 25 for a unique cycling journey that 

kicks off with a special military procession through the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and continues through the 
challenging terrain of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Highlights of the 25-, 50- or 100-mile route options include 
a breathtaking view at the scenic Storm King Highway. 

All event proceeds will support lifesaving cancer 
immunotherapy research. 

Opportunities are available for riders or volunteers. Visit 
www.a2c.org to learn more and register.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at 
Washington Hall Room 4101. 

For details, contact SMAC President Master Sgt. Carlos 
Evans at 254-575-9817 or Secretary Sgt. 1st Class Cinnamon 
Chambers at 909-562-5924.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
FAST Class

Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 
Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from Monday-June 13. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or nancy.judd@usma.edu 

or Neil Sakumoto at 938-5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
The 11th Hour Showing 

There will be a film club showing of “The 11th Hour,” at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday at the Highland Falls Library.

“The 11th Hour” is a timely documentary film, produced 
and narrated by Leonardo Dicaprio, on the state of the global 
environment, with visionary and practical solutions for restoring 
the planet’s ecosystems.

WPSC Gift Shop
The West Point Spouse’s Club Gift Shop has a few extra 

openings in May. The May dates and hours are:
• Friday—11 a.m.-4 p.m.;
• Wednesday—10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

The film explores how we’ve arrived at this moment—how 
we live, how we impact the earth’s ecosystems, and what we can 
do to change our course.

During the show, popcorn and snacks will be provided.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum.

American Propaganda during World War I
The West Point Museum is featuring a variety of media 

including artwork, music, posters, newspapers, film and political 
cartoons created or heavily influenced by the Committee on 
Public Information during World War I. 

The exhibit called, “Championing a Nation,” features artwork 
by artists Lester Hornby, Norman Ritchie and Joseph Pennell, as 
well as original World War I music and film.

When President Woodrow Wilson declared America’s 
entrance into World War I, the public was primarily supportive 
of his decision. However, the question remained, “How do we 
achieve universal solidarity and support for this endeavor?” 

Enter the Committee on Public Information, a group that 
shaped the whole of American opinion about the war and 
America’s role in it from 1917-19.

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Community

By the Thayer Hotel Public Relations 

On May 27, the historic Thayer Hotel at 
West Point will celebrate 90 years of hospitality 
to leisure travelers, dignitaries, military 
members, celebrities, along with corporate and 
government leaders.

The then new hotel replaced the original 
West Point Hotel (est. 1829) located nearly a 
mile down the road at what is now known as 
Trophy Point. 

As the only hotel in the nation on the 
campus of a military installation, the Thayer 
Hotel offers a one of a kind experience and 
connection to American history. 

One way to appreciate the rich history is 
through the room dedication program. Only 
the most accomplished and distinguished have a room at the 
Thayer Hotel named and decorated in their honor. 

All chosen honorees, selected by a committee, are now part 
of the storied hotel’s history. Their names and accomplishments 
are listed as part of a dedicated display that has created a 
museum inside of the hotel.

With commanding views of the Hudson River and the U.S. 
Military Academy, the historic Thayer Hotel at West Point is 
a national historic treasure. 

The historic landmark Thayer Hotel at West Point, just 50 
miles north of New York City, has been catering to a who’s who 
of America’s presidents, politicians, military and international 

Thayer Hotel celebrates 90 years

leaders and celebrities since 1926.
Having undergone extensive renovations since the new 

ownership group of West Point graduates began running the 
hotel in 2009, the Thayer Hotel at West Point is home to 151 
beautiful guestrooms and suites, including two magnificent 
Presidential Suites and 22 Executive Suites. 

The hotel also has 10 elegant event venues, perfect for 
meetings, weddings and special events, three superb on-
premises dining options, including the Zulu Time Rooftop Bar 
and Lounge and convenient access to exciting Hudson Valley 
attractions, including golfing, river cruises, hiking, skiing and 
West Point tours.



10 may 19, 2016 Pointer View  

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble

Join Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. on June 16 for the 
Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. Check-in begins at 11:30 
a.m. with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. 

There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 
prizes and dinner). 

For details, call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435.  

SKIES Soo Bahk Do Program 
The Child, Youth and School Age Services SKIES 

Instructional Program is offering youth, ages 5-18 years, the 
opportunity to try the traditional Korean martial art, Soo Bahk 
Do. 

This is a classical martial art which develops every aspect 
of the self. The purpose is to create a person who is free from 
inner confl ict and who can better deal with the outside world.  

The kicking techniques are based on the Moo Duk Kwan 
styles developed by the late founder Hwang Kee. The instructors, 
a husband and wife team, are certifi ed Korean master instructors. 
A free session, consisting of 45-minute classes, is scheduled for 
6:10-7 p.m. Monday and Wednesdays. 

Registration is required and can be done through Parent 
Central or Webtrac. Space is limited. Regular sessions will begin 
in June. A nominal fee will be charged for these classes. 

For details, contact Kirsten Rautter, SKIES director, at 
938-8893.  

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 6 and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 

riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 

There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers. For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.
com/morgan.

Become a Family Child Care Provider
Family Child Care is a great opportunity for those who want 

to stay home with their children. 
You can become a certifi ed provider and supplement your 

family’s income by caring for children in your home. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, Family Child Care director, 

at erin.faherty@usma.edu or call 938-0086. 

2016 Department of Defense Warrior Games
The 2016 DOD Warrior Games will be occurring at West 

Point from June 15-21. 
Come out and cheer warrior athletes from the United States 

and the United Kingdom. 
For details, visit http://warriorgames.dodlive.mil/.

Father’s Day Brunch
Come join the West Point Club from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. June 19 

for its traditional Father’s Day Brunch. 
There is a nominal fee for this brunch. For reservations, call 

938-5255.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES
Practice with the Golf Pro

Come out to the West Point Golf Course for practice with 
Andy Crane, PGA golf pro, and let him help you improve your 
game. 

Practice runs from 10 a.m.-noon Saturday and May 28, and 
from 4-6 p.m. Sunday. 

To register, call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435.

The Athena Cup Match-Play Championship 
The Athena Cup Match-Play Championship, a West Point 

Golf Course Premier Match Play event, starts this month.  
Players will turn in a qualifying 18-hole score by Saturday. 
The Top 15 net scores plus the defending champion will be 

seeded in the match-play bracket. 
Cost a one-time entry fee, plus applicable green fee and cart 

(if riding) per round. 
Rounds will take place all throughout the season until the 

fi nal round in September. 
A USGA GHIN Handicap is required for this championship 

and can be handled through the Pro Shop. 
To sign-up, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435. 

Leisure Travel Services May events 
Join Leisure Travel Services for the Broadway performance 

of Aladdin today. Leave West Point at 4 p.m., leave NYC after 
the show.

See the famous Bronx Zoo or the NY Botanical Gardens 
Wednesday. Leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 3:30 p.m.

For ticket pricing and reservations, call 938-3601. 

ACS ERP Résumé Open Houses
Stop by the Employment Readiness Program at ACS, Bldg. 

622 anytime Wednesday or June 7 to have your résumé reviewed, 

FOR THE ADULTS

prep for an interview, practice your ‘elevator speech’ or just see 
what the program can offer the jobseeker.  

No RSVP or appointment needed, doors are open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.  

For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 
or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

BOSS Six Flags Trip
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers will be going to Six 

Flags Great Adventure in Jackson, New Jersey June 4.  
Vans will be departing the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion at 8 a.m. 

and returning approximately at 10 p.m. 
There is a minimal fee for the trip and includes transportation 

and park ticket. Payment is due by May 31.  
For details, contact Courtney Chidgey at 845-938-6497. 

Membership Appreciation Barbecue and Membership 
Drive

Come join the West Point Club from 6-8 p.m. June 9 and 
enjoy an outdoor barbecue and dessert. 

Reap the benefi ts of being a club member as members dine 
for free. Not a member? No problem. Become a member and 
the barbecue is free. 

There is a minimal fee for non-members who do not join as 
a member. 

For details, call 938-5255. 

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

Arts & Crafts May class schedule
• May 26—Cooking for Couples, 5-7 p.m. Fun and easy 

recipes that a couple can make together. 
Discussion about menu planning for an active lifestyle, 

ingredient use and meal planning for two. Registration is required 
one week prior to class.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

Morgan Farm Memorial Day Weekend Special
Need a place to board your pet for the holiday weekend? Get 

four days of boarding for the price of three.
Drop off your pet on May 27 and pick-up on May 31. 
For details or to make reservations, call 938-3926.

2016 Arts & Crafts Summer Art Camp
West Point Arts & Crafts is gearing up for the 2016 Summer 

Art Camp.  This year’s theme is “Artopia,” and it is encouraged 
for the campers to Explore, Inspire and Create through a variety 
of artistic mediums and experiences.  

Each week will culminate with an art show put on by our 
campers to showcase their talents.  

Camp dates are June 14-17, June 21-24, July 19-22 and July 
26-29. The camp will run Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Registration will begin at 10 a.m. Tuesday. 
Registration must be in person and is on a first-come, 

fi rst-served basis as space is limited. Payment is due at time of 
registration. 

Call 845-938-4812 for more information. 

  

The West Point ID Card Operations 
Office conducts business on an 
appointment-only basis for all DEERS 
and ID Card operations.

Hours of Operation:  8-11:30 a.m. and
                                               1-3:30 p.m.
To make an appointment, visit  

https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.
mil

Time Slots are now available. Call 
938-2607 to reserve a slot. 

For details, call 938-8483.
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West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-May 26
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 19-26
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

choosing one home every month from May-
September with a yard that is well kept and 
stands out from the rest. 

In order for a yard to be judged, it must 
be nominated. 

You can email nominations to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by the 25th of each month. 

• Thanks to the Community : 
Residents, thank you for the outpouring of 
books that we received for WPFH Lending 
Library.  

“Take a Book, Leave a Book,” will be 
open on 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, 2-6 p.m. 
Wednesday and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday at 
126 Washington Road. 

Residents are encouraged to bring in their 
“already enjoyed” books. Don’t have any 
books? Come pick some anyway.

• Breakfast on the Go: Start your 
day right! Drive by 126 Washington Road 
from 7:30-10 a.m. Friday for a free bagged 
breakfast brought to your car window. 

West Point Family Homes staff will give 
you an extra Breakfast on the Go for you 
to play it forward to a co-worker, family 
member or friend as a gesture of kindness.

• Nature Strollers Walk: Join WPFH 
for a Nature Strollers Walk for families with 
young children at the Hudson Highlands 
Outdoor Discovery Center Nature Monday. 

The trails are stroller and toddler friendly. 
The group will meet at the Visitors Center 
at 9:15 a.m. To register, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by today.

• Yard of the Month: WPFH will be 

Friday—The Angry Birds Movie, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Angry Birds Movie, PG, 7:30 p.m.
May 27—The Angry Birds Movie, PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com / r ee l - t im e - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of June and August. There will be 
no classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

The June and August sessions will be all-
day courses, scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. June 
18 and Aug. 13. 

For more information and/or to arrange a 
seat for the classes, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 938-3210. 

Physical Therapy “Sick Call” for Active 
Duty and Family Members and Retirees

Active duty members, their dependents 
and retirees will be able to see a Physical 
Therapist (PT) at Keller for musculo-skeletal 
injuries on a walk-in basis at 7:30 a.m.

The intent of the program is for members 
of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 

as possible and without the need for a referral. 
Research suggests that the sooner people 

with certain types of injuries see a PT, the 
sooner they recover.

This time is not intended for chronic 
conditions that have been ongoing for weeks 
or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, routine 
appointments can be made (also with or 
without referral) by calling 938-3324.

PT sick call will be held Monday through 
Friday, at 7:30 a.m., except on federal 
and training holidays, and periodically as 
announced.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force and 
enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Let us know if we are achieving this 
by filling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in the 
mail. We value your opinion; and if we can do 
better—we will.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

By the West Point Museum

The West Point Museum has unveiled 
a special exhibition entitled “American 
Presentation Swords.”  

Based on English precedent, the practice 
of presenting swords to military offi cers to 
recognize important service originated in this 
country during the American Revolution. 
Congress authorized such swords in 1777 for 
10 offi cers to recognize particularly important 
services, but these fi rst presentation swords were 
made in France, and not until 1785. 

The fi rst American-made presentation sword 
dates to 1810, and was made in Baltimore. 

Several swords commemorating actions 
in the War of 1812 were made in Philadelphia 
in the late 1820s by the fi rm of Fletcher and 
Gardner. 

By the 1830s, American made presentation 
swords began to appear on a larger scale, with 
most made by Nathan Ames of Springfi eld, 
Massachusetts.  

Ames had the design sense, talent and 
contacts to dominate the market.  By the Civil 
War, about 25 fi rms, including Tiffany & Co., 

Swords exhibition at Museum
manufactured presentation swords, although 
imported foreign-made examples were still 
available. 

In many cases, local fi rms simply engraved 
names and presentation inscriptions on 
otherwise standard swords. The practice of 
sword presentation diminished after World War 
I, but has continued to the present day in much 
simplifi ed and more mass produced form.  

The swords in this exhibit are mostly custom 
pieces that date from the Mexican War through 
the end of the 19th century. 

We invite visitors to look closely at these 
swords and to spend some time absorbing 
their decoration and workmanship; they are 
full of symbolism and visual references to a 
recipient’s service and accomplishments, and 
the sentiments of those who presented them.  

The exhibition American Presentation 
Swords remains on view through May 1, 2017 
in the Foyer Gallery at the West Point Museum.

The West Point Museum is open at no charge 
to the public, seven days a week, from 10:30 
a.m.- 4:15 p.m. 

The Museum is closed Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

The West Point Museum has a special exhibition entitled “American Presentation 
Swords” that is on view through May 1, 2017. Photo courteSy of the WeSt Point MuSeuM
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Army celebrates 2015-16 at Black Knight Awards
By Army Athletic Communications

The Army Athletic Association held the 2016 Black Knight 
Awards ceremony Sunday at Robinson Auditorium in Thayer 
Hall. 

The department’s premier year-end event honored teams and 
individuals for their successes throughout the 2015-16 season. 

After finishing the season with a 29-3 record and a Patriot 
League title, the Women’s Basketball team took home the 
MacArthur Award presented to the Team of the Year.

In its ninth year of existence, the Black Knight Awards 
honored the best that Army West Point’s 28 athletic teams had 
to offer in 2015-16 in an award-show format similar to the ESPY 
Awards. 

Rich DeMarco, assistant athletic director for multimedia 
and broadcasting, emceed the event and guided an audience that 
included West Point Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen 
Jr., Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Diana Holland, Dean of 
the Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor and Army West 
Point Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan.

Corrigan opened the night by distributing commemorative 
Athletic Director’s coins to a large group of league major award 
winners, scholar-athletes, All-Americans and NCAA participants.

The first three awards of the evening featured winners with 
a passion for sport, selflessness and giving back. Sophomore 
Sydney Hawkins of the Women’s Track and Field team collected 
the Maggie Dixon Inspiration Award for fearless competitiveness 
and love of sport. 

Volleyball’s senior Alexandra Bell garnered the Gene 
Uchacz Memorial Award for being the epitome of a “team 
player,” while swimming and diving senior Kate Kinley earned 
the Community Service Award for participating in a number of 

outreach programs, including serving as the leader of the team 
West Point community service committee.

The remaining awards were distributed on athletic 
performance alone during the 2015-16 season. 

Three finalists for each category were highlighted through 
a video presentation leading into each award with the majority 
including a men’s and women’s category. 

The evening followed with awards for Rookie of the Year, 
Yearling of the Year, Cow of the Year, Firstie of the Year, 
Performance of the Year and Play of the Year. All of the winners 
were presented with a marble Black Knight Award for their 
accomplishments.

Votes were tabulated using a combination of social media, 
athletic department committee and the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee.

2016 Black Knight Award Winners:
Maggie Dixon Inspiration Award
• Sydney Hawkins (Women’s Track & Field).

Gene Uchacz Memorial Award
• Alexandra Bell (Volleyball).

Community Service Award
• Kate Kinley (Women’s Swimming & Diving).

Co-Plays of the Year
• Kevin Ferguson (Men’s Basketball)—Game-winning tip-

in at Navy;
• Kasey McCravey (Softball)—Jump over the catcher to 

score in the Patriot League Tournament at Lehigh.

Men’s Performance of the Year

• Dean Sakata (Golf)—11-under 202 at Patriot League 
Championships.

Women’s Performance of the Year
• Caroline Smith (Softball)—no-hitter at Hartford.

Men’s Rookie of the Year
• Nathan Brewer (Rifle).

Women’s Rookie of the Year
• Renee Poirier (Softball).

Men’s Yearling of the Year
• Jake Lachina (Rugby).

Women’s Yearling of the Year
• Sabrina Mortell (Swimming & Diving).

Men’s Cow of the Year
• Parker Gahagen (Hockey).

Women’s Cow of the Year
• Alee Rashenskas (Softball).

Men’s Firstie of the Year
• Jesse Glenn (Gymnastics).

Women’s Firstie of the Year
• Kelsey Minato (Basketball).

MacArthur Award presented to the Team of the Year
• Women’s Basketball.

Army West Point athletes receive year-end awards during the 2016 Black Knight Awards ceremony Sunday at Robinson Auditorium.
                                                           Photo courteSy of arMy athletic coMMunicationS
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Softball falls to Boston University in PL Championship

The Army West Point Softball team fell 9-0 to Boston University Sunday in the Patriot League 
Championship game in Bethlehem, Pa. The Black Knights fought their way out of the loser’s 
bracket to make it the the title contest, but fell short to the Terriers.
                            Photo courteSy of arMy athletic coMMunicationS

Freshman Jeff Giannettino stole the 
show for the Army West Point Men's 
Track and Field team at the IC4A 
Championships Sunday in Princeton, 
N.J. Giannettino tied the Academy 
record with a best jump of 2.15 meters. 
It was a record that is also held by 
Brian Smith who set the mark in 1994 
at the Patriot League Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships. "Jeff really 
stepped up today," head coach Mike 
Smith said. "He has struggled at times 
this year in competition but has really 
trained very well. I think it just took 
him some time to put it all together. His 
clearance today at the school record 
was well clear of the bar and he had 
some nice attempts at 7'2.” Jeff is a 
special kid and he gets the big picture 
and his improvement today makes it 
seem like he got better all at once, but 
the reality is, that he has been getting 
closer.” The 4x100-meter relay squad 
earned a second-place finish, only 
placing behind LIU Brooklyn. Junior 
Jose Santana, freshmen Ben Sims and 
Kevin Dyer, and sophomore Tyler Davis 
completed the race in a time of 40.27. 
The Black Knights had junior Trevor 
Touchton running in the 800 -meter 
run where he added a fifth-place finish 
(1:52.67). 
   Photo courteSy of arMy athletic coMMunicationS

Giannettino claims IC4A High Jump Crown

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Softball 
team fell 9-0 to Boston University 
Sunday in the Patriot League 
Championship game in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. The Black Knights 
fought their way out of the loser’s 
bracket to make it to the title contest, 
but fell short to the Terriers in five 
innings.

Senior third baseman Kasey 
McCravey, junior second baseman 
Alee Rashenskas and freshman 
pitcher Renee Poirier were all named 
to the All-Tournament team for 
Army.

 The Terriers jumped ahead in the 
first inning fueled by Gabi Martinez’ 
two-run single. 

Boston University held off Army 
and scored three more runs in the top 
of the fourth capitalizing on three 
hits and two Black Knight errors.

 In the bottom of the fourth, 
Army recorded its first hit of the 
game when Rashenskas laced a ball 
up the middle. 

The Terriers were able to get 
out of the inning unscathed, but 
Rashenskas snapped the no-hitter 
and perfect game for Melanie 
Russell, the Patriot League Pitcher 
of the Year.

 After 329 pitches over four-
straight games at the tournament, 
Rookie of the Year pitcher Poirier of 
Army turned the circle over to junior 
Kristen West, who took over  in relief 
in the top of the fifth. 

Boston University padded its 
lead to 9-0 when Kaitlin Sahlinger 
and Brittany Younan recorded two 
RBIs each.

 The Black Knights had one more 
at-bat, but Boston's defense denied 
them a chance for a comeback and 
completed the game with a 9-0 lead 
after five innings.

 The 2016 squad recorded the 
winningest season in Army softball 
history with 39 wins. 

The most wins prior to this 
season was 37 in 2012 under present 
mentor Michelle DePolo, who was 
voted this year’s “Coach of the Year” 
for the second time in her career.


