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To the Finish
(Above) Col. Liam Collins, director of Defense and Strategic Studies in the 
Department of Military Instruction, placed second in the MWR 5K/10K Run May 
7 at West Point. Approximately 155 people ran the race through the chill and 
drizzle in one of the biggest race events at West Point. (Left) A Children’s Fun 
Run that started 10 minutes after the adult race was a one-mile run.  
         Photos by KAthy eAstWood/Pv
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Graduation Week Parking and Force Protection Info
By the Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobil ization and Security Force 
Protection Office

In an effort to limit traffic delays during 
Graduation Week, the following information 
is provided to assist both residents and visitors 
driving on the installation. 

This includes activities not related to force 
protection measures, which are provided to 
alert residents and the workforce to events that 
restrict traffic on the installation throughout 
Graduation Week. 

Please allow more travel time, particularly 
entering through installation gates, and when 
driving in and around the installation.

Due to various parking restrictions imposed 
throughout the week, West Point personnel 
planning TDY trips during Graduation Week 
must not leave their vehicles parked in Clinton, 
Doubleday and other Central Area lots. 

Doubleday Lot will be reserved parking for 
special pass holders from midnight the night 
before May 19 through May 21. 

Note: Doubleday, Clinton and Arvin 
parking lots must be cleared of all POVs no 

later than 12:01 a.m. May 21. 

Tuesday
For the Alumni Wreath Laying Ceremony 

and Alumni Review, the following restrictions 
apply:

• Parking for the workforce is allowed in 
Central Area, to include Clinton Lot, throughout 
the day however, in support of the Review, 30 
parking spaces in Clinton Lot will be reserved 
for handicap parking.  

• Doubleday Parking Lot will be reserved 
parking for special pass holders only. 

• Traffic control points will be established 
on Cullum, Washington, Ruger and Parke roads 
at 10 a.m. until the end of the review. 

• At approximately 10 a.m., traffic will be 
stopped from entering Thayer Statue area until 
the end of the wreath laying ceremony. 

• Washington and Cullum roads will 
re-open for normal traffic at the end of the 
ceremony.

May 19
To allow for the movement of cadets 

to Michie Stadium for the Graduation Day 
rehearsal, Stony Lonesome Road will be closed 
to all vehicular traffic from the intersection 
with Washington Road (in the vicinity of the 
Catholic Chapel) to the intersection with Mills 
Road near Michie Stadium from 5:45 a.m. until 
about 6:15 a.m. 

 
May 20
In support of the Graduation Parade, the 

following restrictions apply:
• The Eisenhower Hall tunnel area and 

loading dock will be reserved parking in support 
of the Awards Convocation and Reception the 
entire day.  

• Parking for the workforce is allowed in 
the Central Area however, Clinton Lot and the 
tennis court parking area will be designated for 
handicap parking and Doubleday and portions 
of Clinton Lot reserved parking for only special 
pass holders.  

• At the end of the parade, Clinton and 
Doubleday lots will be re-opened and available 
for general parking until 4:30 p.m., when the 
lots are again reserved for guest and handicap 
parking for the graduation banquet. 

May 21

In support of the Graduation Ceremony, the 
following restrictions apply:

• Arvin, Clinton and Doubleday parking 
lots are reserved for special pass holders until 
after the Graduation Ceremony.

• There will be no parking in the Eisenhower 
Hall tunnel due to bus movement.

• Stony Lonesome Road will be closed 
from the intersection with Washington Road 
(in the vicinity of the Catholic Chapel) to the 
intersection of Schofield Place (entrance to 
Lusk housing area) from approximately 8:30 
a.m. until about 10 a.m.  

•  Thereafter, Stony Lonesome Road 
will only be open from the intersection with 
Washington Road to the intersection with 
Schofield Place until the completion of the 
graduation ceremony.

• All roads around Michie Stadium will be 
blocked to traffic from 3 a.m. until completion 
of the Graduation Ceremony.

• Due to the heavy traffic expected at Stony 
Lonesome and Thayer gates, anyone residing 
off the installation who possess a DOD decal 
and CAC card/military ID card and will attend 
the ceremony are authorized and encouraged 
to use Washington Gate. 

• Families and visitors can enter Michie 
Stadium through security  checkpoints 
established at Gate 4, 5, 6, 6A and 7. Gate 7 
will be open for wheelchair access throughout 
the ceremony.

• All persons entering the stadium will pass 
through metal detectors, or ‘Magnetometers,’ 
at all open gates.

•  Large bags,  coolers,  backpacks, 
unwrapped packages and umbrellas will not 
be allowed into the stadium. 

You are encouraged to use plastic bags to 
carry your possessions to speed up processing 
through security.

Safety and security are a paramount concern 
during Graduation Week activities. 

Everyone’s assistance in the detection and 
reporting of criminal activities helps ensure that 
this year’s graduation is a success. 

Anyone observing suspicious behavior or 
activity is urged to promptly report it to the West 
Point Military Police at 938-3333. 

For more information, contact the AT/FP 
office at 938-3650/8859. 

Remember: If you see something, hear 
something, say something.

By West Point Media Relations and 
West Point Parents Club

 
Approximately 1,000 cadets will 

graduate from the U.S. Military Academy 
and be commissioned as second lieutenants 
in the Army May 21.  

The following events are scheduled  
during Graduation Week at West Point:

Sunday
7:30 p.m.—Black Knight Awards 

Ceremony at Robinson Auditorium.
Tuesday
10:20 a.m.—Alumni Review and 

Distinguished Graduate Awards Ceremony 
on the Plain. The honorees are retired 
Gen. Richard A. Cody, retired Gen. Keith 
B. Alexander, retired Brig. Gen. John C. 

Graduation Week Activities
Bahnsen Jr., William P. Foley, Joseph B. 
Anderson and Louis Gross;

7:30 p.m.—Glee Club Concert at 
Eisenhower Hall.

Wednesday
9  a . m . — D e a n ’ s  F a r e w e l l /

Superintendent’s Awards Review at 
Eisenhower Hall;

1-5 p.m.—Constitution Island Tour and 
Boat Ride;

1-2:30 p.m. and 3-4:30 p.m.—
Superintendent’s Reception for 1st and 
2nd Regiments;

5-6 p.m.—Gospel Choir Concert at 
Mahan Hall;

8-9 p.m.—Combined Choir Concert at 
the Cadet Chapel.

May 19
9:30 a.m.—Academic Awards;
1-5 p.m.—Constitution Island Tour and 

Boat Ride;
1-2:30 p.m. and 3-4:30 p.m.—

Superintendent’s Reception for 3rd and 
4th Regiments.

May 20
10:30 a.m.—Graduation Parade on the 

Plain;
1:30-3 p.m.—Awards Convocation at 

Eisenhower Hall Theatre;
7-8:30 p.m.—Banquet at Washington 

Hall.
May 21
10 a.m.—Graduation Exercises at 

Michie Stadium. Commencement speaker  
is Vice President Joe Biden. Gates open at 
6:30 a.m.;

1 p.m.—Commissioning/Bar Pinning 
ceremonies. Good Luck on Your Future, Class of 2016!!
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Submitted by the West Point 
Association of Graduates

The West Point Association of Graduates 
plans to honor six distinguished graduates at 
11 a.m. Tuesday during the Alumni Exercise 
and Review Ceremony on the Plain.

The distinguished graduate honor was first 
awarded in 1992. Awardees are nominated by 
presidents of West Point societies and U.S. 
Military Academy classes and are chosen by 
the AOG committee.

The committee selected Louis Gross, John 
C. Bahnsen, Joseph B. Anderson, William P. 
Foley, Richard A. Cody and Keith B. Alexander  
as this year’s distinguished graduates.

Below are the biographies of this year’s 
distinguished graduates class.

Louis Gross, Class of 1954—Referring 
to the impact of Louis Gross on West Point, Lt. 
Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., USMA Class of 1975, 
the 59th Superintendent, wrote, “What he has 
done is literally etched in stone and bronze.”

Caslen was speaking of the buildings on 
post that Gross participated in building: the 
Jewish Chapel, the Gross Center (gymnastics 
facility) and 18 residences for athletic coaches. 

But as retired Lt. Gen. William Lennox, 
USMA Class of 1971, West Point’s 56th 
Superintendent, said, “Mr. Gross is more than 
a donor of buildings; he plays a part in the lives 
of cadets and faculty.” 

For example, Gross hosts a football tailgate, 
which Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan 
called “an institution on game days,” for 
approximately 600 cadets and West Point 
guests. 

He has also supported cadet religious 
activities through the renovation of Bldg. 147 
into the Multi-Faith Religious Center, repair of 
the floor of the Catholic Chapel and serving as 
President—and then Chairman—of the Jewish 
Chapel Fund. 

Regarding all of his contributions to West 
Point, the West Point Society of New York said, 
“His record will never be replicated.”

John C. 
B a h n s e n 
Jr., Class 
of 1956—
W a r r i o r , 
staff officer, 
m e n t o r , 
a u t h o r , 
motivational 
speaker and 
West Point 
suppor t e r, 
retired Brig. 
Gen.  John 
C .  “ D o c ” 

Cody, Alexander among six 
named distinguished graduates 

Bahnsen Jr. has played many roles in his six 
decades since graduating, but each has been 
accomplished adhering to the ideals of West 
Point. 

The most highly decorated member of 
his class and a member of the Army Aviation 
Hall of Fame, Bahnsen served two tours in 
Vietnam and commanded a platoon, a troop 
and a squadron. 

He received 18 decorations for valor and 
two Purple Hearts. 

As a general officer, he served as the 
Assistant Division Commander of the 2nd 
Armored Division and as the Chief of Staff for 
U.S. Combined Forces Command (Korea) and 
III Corps (Fort Hood, Texas). A loyal fan of 
Army West Point Rugby, Bahnsen has presented 
a pistol to the team captain for 20 consecutive 
years. 

For just as long, he was a mainstay at the 
Academy giving pro bono lectures to cadets on 
duty, history and leadership. 

According to retired Lt. Gen. Dave Palmer, 
USMA Class of 1956, the 53rd Superintendent, 
“Our Army is still today liberally sprinkled 
with graduates who were inspired by him to a 
lifetime of service.”

J o s e p h 
B. Anderson, 
C l a s s  o f 
1965 —As an 
Army officer, 
business leader 
and WPAOG 
v o l u n t e e r , 
Joseph B. “Joe” 
Anderson has 
i n c u l c a t e d , 
personified and 
radiated West 
Point’s values. 

Anderson first came to “fame” as a platoon 
leader in Vietnam when he was featured in the 
1967 documentary “The Anderson Platoon,” 
which won an Emmy and the Oscar for Best 
Documentary Film. 

Then, after stints in the Department of 
Social Sciences at USMA and as a White House 
Fellow, he started a 13-year business career 
at General Motors, rising to become General 
Director of its Body Hardware Business Unit. 

In 1992, he became an entrepreneur, 
eventually becoming the Chairman and CEO of 
TAG Holdings, LLC, which for several years 
was among the top five largest black-owned 
businesses in the United States according to 
Black Enterprise magazine. 

As a volunteer, Anderson has served 
WPAOG in various capacities since 1974, and 
is now a Diversity Strategic Advisor to the 
Superintendent at USMA, helping to establish 
the West Point Office of Diversity, Inclusion 

and Equal Opportunity. 
According to USMA Admissions, his efforts 

have contributed to a 23 percent increase in 
applications from African-American students 
over the past five years.

William 
P.  Foley, 
C lass  o f 
1 9 6 7 — A 
success fu l 
entrepreneur 
a n d 
businessman 
in  severa l 
i n d u s t r i e s 
(real estate, 
s p e c i a l t y 
finance, and vineyards and wine), William P. 
“Bill” Foley credits West Point for giving him 
the education and military skills to lead, make 
decisions, prioritize and multitask. 

He used his West Point experience to 
eventually become Chairman, CEO and 
President of Fidelity National Financial, Inc., 
one of Forbes magazine’s “26 Best Managed 
Companies in the U.S.” 

His commitment to West Point’s core 
principles has also encouraged him to give 
back in numerous ways: the Foley Family 
Foundation supports after-school programs 
for underprivileged children, the Folded Flag 
Foundation assists with the educational needs of 
family members of deceased servicemembers, 
and the Rock Creek Cattle Company hosts 
disabled veterans on its 30,000-acre Montana 
ranch. 

Furthermore, Foley’s philanthropy has 
revolutionized USMA athletics with the Foley 
Indoor Athletic Complex and the Foley-
Enners-Nathe Lacrosse Center (now under 
construction). 

“I know of no other graduate who has done 
so much for so long in so many different areas 
to support West Point,” said Jodie Glore, USMA 
Class of 1969, former Chairman of WPAOG.

Richard 
A .  C o d y, 
C l a s s  o f 
1 9 7 2 — A 
m e m b e r  o f 
t h e  A r m y 
Aviation Hall 
of Fame whose 
‘ G a t h e r i n g 
o f  E a g l e s ’ 
p o r t r a i t  i s 
in  the  Hal l 
of Heroes at 
A i r  F o r c e 
E d u c a t i o n 
Command at Maxwell Air Force Base, retired 

Gen. Richard A. Cody logged more than 5,000 
hours of flight time during his 36-year Army 
career, 70 percent of it spent with troop units. 

He led the effort to stand up the 160th 
Special Operations Aviation Regiment (“The 
Night Stalkers”) in 1981, he commanded the 
AH-64 Apache Battalion that fired the first shots 
by American Forces in Operation Desert Storm, 
and he was the first Army Aviator to serve as 
the Vice Chief of Staff of the Army (2004-08). 

Kenneth O. Preston, the 13th Sergeant 
Major of the Army, called Cody “a great 
commander, leader and Soldier’s Soldier.” 

After retiring, Cody continues to support 
those he once led. He is Chairman of the 
Board for Homes for Our Troops, a charity 
that has built over 200 custom houses for 
severely wounded veterans, and runs Operation 
Flying Heroes, which has flown more than 
300 wounded warriors in his privately-owned 
OH-6A helicopter and Cessna 206 fixed-wing 
aircraft.

Keith B. 
Alexander, 
C l a s s  o f 
1 9 7 4 —
Retired Gen. 
K e i t h  B . 
A l e x a n d e r 
had a long and 
distinguished 
Army career 
f ocused  on 
t e c h n o l o g y 
a n d 
intelligence. 

As a captain, he completed analysis work 
that led to the first-ever Army Intelligence Plan, 
which was used to deter the Soviet threat during 
the Cold War. 

As a colonel, he played a crucial role in 
improving battlefield visualization through 
intelligence. After assignments with U.S. Army 
Intelligence and Security Command and as the 
Army’s G2, he became the first intelligence 
officer to achieve the rank of General. 

In 2005, he was named Director of the 
National Security Agency, where, according 
to retired Gen. David Petraeus, USMA Class 
of 1974, “…his initiatives were path-breaking 
and truly critical to Operation Iraqi Freedom.” 

He was also the founding commander of 
U.S. Cyber Command. 

According to retired Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
USMA Class of 1974, the 18th Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Alexander “has been 
our true north in developing our Armed Forces 
and Nation’s cyber security and intelligence 
capabilities,” and former Vice President Dick 
Cheney said, “Gen. Alexander was one of the 
very best officers I worked with in my 44 years 
in government.”



4 May 12, 2016 Pointer View  

End of semester introduction to innovations in MILCHEM
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Department of Chemistry and Life Science introduced 
400 cadets, primarily plebes enrolled in general chemistry, to 
innovative products and research from experts in Soldier-related 
technologies May 5-6. The cadets rotated throughout the two 
days in Bartlett Hall to various scientific demonstrations that 
have military applications.

The main purpose for the end-of-semester demonstrations 
and lectures is to fuse what cadets have learned in the classroom 
to what is happening with Soldiers in the real world.

“Cadets already have the course basis, but this is a way for 
them to talk to experts,” Lt. Col. Melissa Eslinger, Department 
of Chemistry and Life Science assistant professor, said.

Experts from the U.S. Army Armament Research and 
Development and Engineering Center (ARDEC) and the STEM 
Education Project Office at Picatinny Arsenal, New Jersey, 
demonstrated technologies such as 3D printing, explosive 
innovation using cellulose, blast effect on vehicles, and gaming 
and simulation.

3D printing is basically reducing solids to the molecular level 
and combining them to produce physical properties similar to 
what would be done in traditional factories.

Creating antennas, electrical circuits, disposable medical 
supplies and micro-robots are just some of the capabilities of 
3D printing.

“Cadets need to know that the technology is out there to 
increase their capabilities,” Capt. Timothy Murphy, a Royal 
Canadian Mechanical Engineer Officer assigned to ARDEC, 
said. “They have to know about ARDEC, that they can reach 
out to us for support.”

The Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil Support Team from 
Scotia Air National Guard is a specialized team trained to respond 
to biological or chemical threats or accidents. The National 
Guard teams provide the expertise and capabilities to assist 
state governments in preparing for and responding to chemical, 
biological, nuclear and radiological incidents.

Citing a recent incident, Staff Sgt. Anthony Zegarelly, spoke 
about an Albany incident the team responded to help local 
authorities.

“The State Police responded to a report of a deceased body 
and found unknown chemicals in the home,” Zegarelly said. 
“We had to determine what it was and if it had caused a death. 
Evidently, the guy was attempting to make his own steroids.”

Class of 2019 David Chung wears the Oculus Virtual Reality Goggles in a demonstration of video gaming 
and virtual reality for training Soldiers May 5-6. The Department of Chemistry and Life Science introducted 
innovative research through the Armament Research Development and Engineering Center, STEM 
Education Project Office at Picatinny Arsenal and Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil Support Team from 
Scotia, New York.

Combining art, gaming and concept application training 
for the military, the gaming and simulation demonstration with 
Michael Dokachev, computer engineer at ARDEC, demonstrated 
how gaming-type computer programs can be used with small 
drones that can be released in and around an area such as a 
bombing to get a ‘bird’s eye view’ of what is going on.

Dokachev had cadets try a pair of Oculus Virtual Reality 
Goggles to demonstrate military training like bandaging 
wounds, or how to clear a building in an artificial climate. In the 
demonstration, cadets were seeing the inside of a tank.

“The video game America’s Army application simulators was 
a recent tool we used to work on military training,” Dokachev 
said. 

ARDEC used the America’s Army simulation to incorporate 
operations of robots to dispose of explosives and create virtual 
environments in tank operations.

Dokachev said that using virtual applications in an interactive 
way for training will eliminate hands on training. Soldiers will be 
handling weapons, securing areas and advancing on the enemy 
in a safe environment.

Mohamed Elalem from the Armament 
R e s e a r c h  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
Engineering Center at Picatinny 
Arsenal, New Jersey, demonstrates 
foamed cellulose technology to 
cadets enrolled in the general 
chemistry course May 5-6 at 
Bartlett Hall. Cadets learned about 
innovations being made today to 
aid Soldiers, from 3D printing that 
can create prosthesis to gaming 
technology for Soldier training.
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Superintendent, CSM honor Men’s Boxing Team
Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. and Command 
Sgt. Maj. David M. Clark honored the Men’s Boxing team 
May 4 for winning the 2016 National Collegiate Boxing 
Championships. 

This is the seventh time in the last nine years that the Army 
Boxing team has won the national championship.

“It’s a team effort, so they all work very well together. It’s 
not any one athlete,” Head Coach Dr. Ray Barone said of the 
squad.  “Those 11 went to nationals, but the other 49 on the team 
helped those guys get ready.”

Barone noted that the training lapsed from August to April 
and cadets gave up long weekends and their spring breaks to 
practice.  

“We have a very robust, not only physical training program, 
but academic training program, too,” Barone said. “We pride 
ourselves on everybody passing their courses and we pride 
ourselves in everybody being in very good physical condition, 
and being part of the Corps.”

Caslen says that the team sets an excellent example for the 
West Point community.

“In order to say that you’re a national champion, you paid the 
price physically, on the stairs that you climbed hundreds of times, 
the hours that you spent in the ring, the physical conditioning 
that you forced your body to get into, those of you that had to 
cut weight, you paid the price,” Caslen said. “You are a team 
that has a subculture that has grit, determination, perseverance, 
all those attributes that we want in our leaders.”

Clark told the team that they embody, “Duty, Honor, 
Country” and noted that the teamwork they display is admirable.

While this team was thought to be in a rebuilding year, the 
team proved everyone wrong.

“They’ll be absolutely ferocious the next couple of years,” 
Barone said proudly. 

Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. and 
Command Sgt. Maj. David M. Clark honored the 
Men’s Boxing team May 4 for winning the 2016 
National Collegiate Boxing Championships. (Left) 
Caslen shook hands with Class of 2016 Cadet 
Jacob Conley, who won the heavyweight division 
during the 60th annual Brigade Boxing Open Feb. 
26 and earned the individual national championship 
at 195-plus pounds April 9 to help Army West Point 
take the team national championship. (Above) 
Clark and the team pose with fists ready to win 
some bouts in the Thayer Award Room.
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Celebrating Asian American Pacific Islander Month
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer 

West Point and the Equal Opportunity 
Office hosted the annual Asian American Pacific 
Islander Heritage observance May 4 at the West 
Point Club to recognize the contributions made 
by Asian and Pacific Islanders to America. 

The month of May is designated as Asian 
American Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
to commemorate the immigration of the first 
Japanese immigrants to the United States on 
May 7, 1843, and to mark the anniversary of the 
completion of the Transcontinental Railroad on 
May 10, 1869. The Transcontinental Railroad 
was the first major railroad, ranging 1,907 miles, 
constructed in the United States. The majority 
of the workers who laid the tracks were Chinese 
immigrants.

Class of 2018 Cadet Eric Arzaga is from 
the Philippines and spoke to the audience about 
his country.

“In many areas of the Philippines, the buffalo 
is still used as a farm animal,” Arzaga said. “The 
family home is generally an extended family. 
The Philippines do not have a native language; 
they have about 15 different languages, 
including English. I began to learn English in 
the second grade.”

Arzaga said he has also lived in Hawaii 
where homelessness is a major problem and 
the ethnicity is mixed with Chinese, Caucasians 
and Samoans.

Class of 2016 Cadet Suhanraj Rajasegaran, 
who is from Malesia, said that, “I don’t smell 
like curie, I smell good,” when speaking about 
the stereotypes of Asians, like their names being 
too long. Rajasegaran is also Macha Indian.    

“West Point is different than the Malaysian 
Military Academy (The Royal Military Academy 
of Malesia,) Rajasegaran said. “I remember not 

Paul Cheun, Associated Press director of Interactives and Digital News Production and president of the Asian American 
Journalists Association, was the guest speaker at the annual Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month Observance 
May 4 at the West Point Club. Cheun talked about the various stereotypes of Asian Americans.
shaving one day at the RMA and a captain made 
me rub my chin on concrete.  They also practice 
collective punishment. I learned here that you 
don’t have to yell to get people to listen to you.”   

Paul Cheung, the Associated Press Director 

of Interactives and Digital News Production, 
who manages a global team of visual journalists, 
data journalists and researchers was the guest 
speaker. Cheung is also the Asian American 
Journalists Association National president.

“Asian-Americans have a complicated 
history,” Cheung said. “The Chinese Exclusion 
law signed by President Chester Arthur May 
6, 1882 prohibited immigration of Chinese 
laborers. The National Origin Act in 1924 
prohibited virtually all Chinese immigration and 
in 1942, Japanese-Americans were relegated to 
internment camps.”

Cheung also spoke about stereotypes.
“Asians are not a ‘Model Minority,’ which 

assumes that Asians have unlimited assets,” 
Cheung said. “Bruce Lee was born in San 
Francisco, California, but many believe he 
was born in China. We are always considered 
foreign.”

“In the movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Mickey 
Rooney, a white American, played the Japanese 
man I.Y. Yunioshi in the film,” Cheung said.

Rooney had taped eyelids and buck teeth, a 
typical stereotype of Asians.

“The world you will be leading is very 
different from your parents,” Cheung said. 
“American demographics will change. By the 
year 2060, there will no longer be a majority. 
To be great leaders, you must control your bias.

“Understand that diversity is about people, 
not a bunch of check boxes,” he added.

Cheung, in speaking to the cadets, left them 
with one question.

 “I will leave you with this question and if 
you can answer it eloquently, you will be a great 
leader,” Cheung said. “Why should anyone be 
led by you?”

Rebecca Roland Hyleman (right) was selected as the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point Spouse of the Year. Hyleman is the wife of 
Lt. Col. Zachary Hyleman, a Spanish instructor in the Department 
of Foreign Languages, and the mother of three children. She did 
not win the 2016 Armed Forces Insurance Military Spouse of the 
Year, which was revealed recently in Washington D.C., but she 
has been a force in the community. She volunteered as a Food 
Pantry coordinator for Holy Innocents Episcopal Church, which 
serves Highland Falls, Fort Montgomery and West Point. Her goal 
is to help the community outside the military gates by providing 
opportunities for military families to serve the civilians who 
work on and around West Point. She is a small business owner 
working as a Level V team leader and consultant for Rodan+Fields 
skincare. She is passionate about helping boost the confidence 
of others through changing their skin and or teaching them how 
to build a business that provides income for their families. She 
also started a non-profit, "Carolina Dreams Foundation,” that  
provides employment and educational opportunities for women 
and children in Central America, and gives small grants to military 
and diplomatic spouses living overseas that helps them give to 
educational programs in their countries of current service. 
                  Photo Provided

Hyleman’s West Point’s MSOY
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Commander discusses his 
road to recovery at MWI series
By Lionel Beehner
DMI Instrcutor
 

Maj. DJ Skelton, U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2003, suffered a number of serious 
injuries as an infantry platoon leader during the 
second Battle of Fallujah. 

During a Modern War Institute Speaker 
Series event May 2, he discussed his experiences 
with a roomful of cadets. He provided details of 
how he was wounded, his post-traumatic growth 
and his journey to being dubbed “the most 
wounded commander in U.S. military history.”

A native of South Dakota and fluent speaker 
of Chinese, Skelton recalled his time at West 
Point when the World Trade Center fell and 
how war was an unfamiliar concept to most 
cadets at the time. 

In 2004, as part of a Stryker brigade in 
Fallujah, he was tasked to defend a bridge 
and came under attack from “hundreds” of 
insurgents. After being evacuated, he spent a 
month in a coma, underwent between 35 and 
40 surgeries, and lost his left eye, upper jaw, 
palate, and the use of his left hand and right leg.

“If you want to know the diameter of an 
RPG, I can show you my right leg,” he told 
the cadets.

But it was the impersonal nature of the U.S. 
Army bureaucracy that scarred him most. “I’ve 
often reflected back on this time when I got 
injured and asked myself, ‘What went wrong?’ 
‘Why was the process so painful?’” He vowed to 
advocate on behalf of other wounded warriors. 

He even spent six months emailing the 
Defense Secretary himself with his concerns. 
For his persistence, he was given a position as a 
military advisor in the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense in the Pentagon and later for the Office 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which allowed him 
to learn first-hand how the interagency process 
worked.

In 2010, however, Skelton decided he did 
not want to be a “wounded warrior anymore” 
and quit his job. He wanted to get back into 
combat. 

After years away from combat, he had to 
relearn how to be an infantry officer. He also 
had to test his body to see what he could actually 
endure. He spent weeks in Fort Benning, 
Georgia, putting his body through the challenges 
of multiple infantry-related schools. He even 
went back through portions of Ranger School.  
Eventually, he returned to combat, this time 
in Kandahar, Afghanistan, serving as a light 
infantry Company Commander.

He later realized going back to command 
was a mistake, however. “I needed to be true to 
myself,” he told the cadets. “I realize if we’re 
going to ask America’s sons and daughters to 
serve, then they deserve leaders who are 100 
percent in mind and body. 

“Should we be putting wounded warriors 
back in combat zones? Is it safe and smart? I was 
not 100 percent physically or mentally,” he said.

His road to recovery was not always easy 
—he admitted to drinking heavily at times and 
lying to his friends, family and co-workers.  He 
attributed his survival to the persistence of his 
former Soldiers and their relentless displays of 
care for his well-being. 

He also advocated for maintaining 
relationships. “We all belong to a community—
whether relatives, hobby related or geographic,” 
he said.

Twelve years after his platoon was ambushed 
in Fallujah, changing the course of his life, Maj. 
Skelton is now finishing his masters at the Naval 
Postgraduate School and continues to advocate 
on behalf of disabled veterans.

“Take care of yourself,” he told the cadets. 
“If you are not healthy, there is no way you can 
take care of another human being, whether it is 
your spouse or another Soldier.”

Maj. DJ Skelton, U.S. Military Academy Class of 2003, suffered a number 
of serious injuries as an infantry platoon leader during the second Battle 
of Fallujah. During a Modern War Institute Speaker Series event May 2, he 
discussed his experiences with a roomful of cadets. He provided details of how 
he was wounded, his post-traumatic growth and his journey to being dubbed 
“the most wounded commander in U.S. military history.”
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Cadet Candidates receive offers of admission to USMA
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The United States Military Academy 
Preparatory School offered admission to 176 
Cadet Candidates Monday for the Class of 2020. 
Three members of the affiliate class of 2020, the 
Class of 1970, were on hand to present the offers. 

USMAPS offers future cadets an academic 
program closely related to the West Point 
curriculum and prepares the cadet candidates 
with an academic program tailored around the 
needs of individual cadets.

“While you may have received offers of 
admission, you still have to walk the straight 
path for the next six weeks,” Lt. Col. John Cross, 
commandant of USMAPS said. “Don’t let a 
mistake get in your way. A lot of hard work has 
gone into this and there is still more to come. 
Next, you are going to form groups to decide 
how you will be the vanguard for the Class of 
2020. Congratulations on having that door open.”

The USMAPS class, as of Monday, had 205 
Cadet Candidates with 176 receiving admission 
offers. 

Roughly 240 Cadet Candidates were admitted 
in August 2015 during Reception Day. 

The class then consisted of roughly 200 
invitational reservists, seven combat veterans 
and 40 regular Army/National Guard/Army 
Reservist. 

(Left) One hundred and seventy-six 
Cadet Candidates from the United 
States Military Academy Preparatory 
School received offers of admissions 
to the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point May 9. USMAPS Commandant Lt. 
Col. John Cross, Lt. Col. Timothy Viles, 
associate director of enrollment, and 
retired Col. Donald Blakeslee, Class 
of 1970, present the offers to the Cadet 
Candidates. The Cadet Candidates 
also received congratulation letters 
from the Class of 1970, their 50-year 
affiliate class.

West Point photo inquiry 
clears cadets of wrongdoing
By West Point Media Relations

WEST POINT,  N.Y.—The U.S. 
Military Academy announced Tuesday 
that no punitive action will be taken after 
an inquiry concluded that 16 cadets who 
appeared in a photograph with raised fists 
did not violate Department of Defense or 
Army regulations.

The inquiry  concluded that  the 
photo was among several taken in the 
spur-of-the-moment. It was intended 
to demonstrate “unity” and “pride,” 
according to the findings of the inquiry.

In addition to concluding there was no 
violation of DOD Directive 1344.10, the 

findings state, “that based upon available 
evidence none of the participants, through 
their actions, intended to show support for 
a political movement.”

“As members of the Profession of 
Arms, we are held to a high standard, 
where our actions are constantly observed 
and scrutinized in the public domain,” 
said Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen, Jr., 
academy superintendent, in a letter. “We 
all must understand that a symbol or 
gesture that one group of people may 
find harmless may offend others. As 
Army officers, we are not afforded the 
luxury of a lack of awareness of how we 
are perceived.”
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Garrison recognizes community volunteers 
By West Point Garrison Public Affairs

West Point Garrison and Community hosted the 42nd annual 
Volunteer Recognition Ceremony at the United States Military 
Academy Preparatory School on West Point April 19.

Designated by Presidential Proclamation in 1974, National 
Volunteer Week is celebrated each April to recognize our nation’s 
volunteers.

Volunteers sustain our Army and help maintain our Army 
home. West Point has over 1,500 volunteers supporting 
installation programs and organizations such as Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation, West Point Spouse’s Club, Girl and 
Boy Scouts, American Red Cross, Parent Teacher Organization, 
Society of the Daughters of the United States Army, West Point 
Legal Office, Directorate of Cadet Activities and the six West 
Point Chapels.

U.S. Military Academy at West Point and U.S. Army Garrison 
West Point leadership recognized West Point’s volunteers for 
their selfless service by presenting Bronze, Silver, Gold and 
Lifetime Presidential Volunteer Service Awards.

A special Survivor Outreach Services Volunteer award 
was presented to six surviving families’ for their service to 
West Point’s Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation. These 
volunteers are West Point area residents who have lost a loved 
one in the defense of our nation.

In 2015, the volunteers at West Point put in an amazing 
101,560 hours of personal time which, at $23.07 an hour, comes 
to a total of $2,342,989.20.

With busy daily schedules, finding the time to volunteer is a 
selfless act of patriotism that clearly exemplifies the Army Value 
of “Selfless Service.” This year’s volunteer theme of “Lifting 
Spirits, Touching Lives,” fits perfectly with the spirit of the West 
Point volunteer.  

Interested in learning more about volunteering? Contact the 
West Point Army Volunteer Corps Program Manager at 938-3655.

U.S. Military Academy at West Point Chief of Staff, Col. Wayne Green (left) and U.S. Army Garrison at West Point Commander, Col. Landy Dunham, present 
the Survivor Outreach Services Certificates of Appreciation to Mikyung Bremer, Vivian Allen, Yo Assam, Kathy Eagan, Renate DeAngelis and Donna Yurista.

U.S. Army Garrison West Point Commander, Col. Landy Dunham (left) and United States Military Academy 
Preparatory School Commandant, Lt. Col. John Cross (right) present Presidential Volunteer Service Lifetime 
Awards to (left to right) Gayle Colacicco, Laura Cross, Kaye Dunham, Donald Hahn, Elaine McConnell, 
Anthony Notaro and Jennifer Wright April 19.         Photos by John Pellino/UsAG West Point dPtMs vi
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Cadet Candidates post winning times at American Odyssey Relay

Cadet candidates with USMAPS Commandant Lt. Col. John Cross receive the 
Commander’s Cup for posting the fastest time at the American Odyssey Relay 
April 29.

By the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School

On April 29, three teams of cadet candidates 
(CCs) from the USMA Preparatory School set 
out on a 200-mile adventure race, the American 
Odyssey Relay, from Gettysburg, Pennyslvania, 
to Washington D.C. 

Each team was comprised of 12 members, 
with each member running three portions of 
the race, for a total of approximately 16 miles 
per runner.  

One team not only took home the 
Commander’s Cup for the fastest team in the 
military, it also placed second out of 94 teams. 
However, the most significant award was better 
than any trophy.  

In the words of Cadet Candidate Sean 
McClair, “The continuous running, through all 
hours of the day and night, without sleep, tested 
my physical capabilities. I had to fight for the 
sake of the team, pushing through fatigue and 
screaming thighs, knowing that every second 
mattered.”  

Sandra Jang adds, “After three years 
of participating in the AOR, I have learned 
about the importance of supporting your team 
members when they are under a great amount 
of stress. Each runner is stressed, and a good 
dose of cheering will help that runner get ‘fired 
up’ to complete the race.”

Fatigue was an understatement for 
the USMAPS Eagles 1, a team led by 
Cadet Candidates Mike Worshim and Jon 
Schmissrauter.  

At a blistering 7:25 min/mi pace, they 
placed first among all military teams and second 
overall, beating 92 other teams.  USMAPS other 

teams placed 15th and 37th.  
As a developmental capstone to their year at 

USMAPS, a total of 31 cadet candidates and six 
faculty and supporters accepted the American 
Odyssey Relay challenge.  

Capt. Elise Ffitch commented that “the relay 
is an awesome culminating event for the Cadet 
Candidate Battalion.  

“The students have trained hard to adapt 
a lifestyle of fitness throughout the academic 
year in preparation for their acceptance to the 
United States Military Academy,” Ffitch added.  

Not only did the trip section compete 
in this amazing event, but it also explored 
the Gettysburg Visitor Center Museum and 
Cyclorama, learning about what some may call 
our nation’s most pivotal battle.  

The competition charted a course through 
four states and two National Battlefields, ending 
in the nation’s capital.  

Highlights included beginning the race 
close to where President Lincoln gave the 
Gettysburg Address, running at night through 
the Antietam Battlefield and completing the 
race near the National Mall. 

The relay also provided cadet candidates 
the opportunity to realize what they can 
accomplish.  

“I learned a lot about pushing myself 
through adversity,” Schmissrauter said. “I 
wouldn’t have been able to do it without my 
teammates.” 

Cadet Candidate Felix Thibodeau added, 
“There’s a certain kind of camaraderie you 
build when you’re already smoked and you and 
your buddy have a 5-mile run at 0200. All in all, 
the AOR left me with some crazy memories, a 
cool glass for running Leg 6 and a smoker of 

a workout. I definitely plan to do it next year.  
I’m Fired Up!” 

Josh Salisbury, officer-in-charge of all the 
cadet candidate teams, said, “For the past five 
years, I have watched a new group of cadet 
candidates destroy the American Odyssey 
Relay!  

“The 200-mile course tested the grit of our 
runners, but the challenges of the course were 
no match for their perseverance,” he added.  

“Their desire, faith and effort carried them 

the whole way. I am extremely proud of our 
runners. They not only worked together to 
successfully navigate a 200-mile race, but they 
also banded together and raised over $5,000 for 
Team RWB, an organization that rallies around 
those who have served,” Salisbury concluded. 

Based on the great success of this 
participation, USMAPS looks forward to 
further character-building challenges for future 
classes, challenges which will undoubtedly 
include this memorable race. 

Children from Highland Falls Intermediate School got to experience 
being a “Cadet for a Day,” during a culiminating event recently of 
the Cadets 4 Kids educational initiative. Over the year, the students 
welcomed the cadets into their classrooms, but the cadets finally 
had the chance to return the favor. They organized a field trip as a 
chance to show them how they live and brought them to West Point. 
While the students were here, the cadets showed them all aspects 
of the Academy. The cadets introduced them to the academic side 
by conducting a workshop where the students flew gliders and 
learned about the mechanics of flight. Then, the cadets took them 
to the Electrical Engineering and Computer Science Department 
where the students learned about and drove many different robots. 
After a short overview by Class of 2016 Cadet Michael Johnson, the 
students got to see 3rd Regiment form up for lunch and march into 
the mess hall. Maj. Stephen Barker led the group through a tour of 
some of the monuments, giving everyone a bit of a history lesson 
as they walked. After finishing the history tour, the children raced 
across Daly Field toward an array of military vehicles. Stationed on 
the field were an UH-72 Lakota helicopter flown in by 2nd Aviation 
Detachment,  a HMMWV and a MRZR-2 military ATV. The kids were 
able to climb into the vehicles, talk to the pilots and take lots of 
pictures. It was a cap to a great year that involved 16 trip sections 
and over 273 volunteer hours by the cadets.       Photo Provided

Cadets 4 Kids
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

huntermancini: Last class at hogwarts = complete.

joshcamenzind: Post APFT pass out #rekt #nicelikethat photocred @ajc820

elysiumlife: Season Ended, Lessons Learned, New Challenges 
Await! Go US Army Women’s Powerlifting!!! Looking forward to 
next year! #powerlifting #womensoldiers #goarmy #likeagirl

theactualjacklucie: Happy Mother’s Day to my number 1 role 
model, my number 1 fan, and one of the strongest people I know. 
I love you mom!
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Fort Putnam summer hours 

Fort Putnam will open this summer for general access from 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the months 
of June, July and August. 

There is no admission fee.

Answer to Cancer
Bike for a future immune to cancer with the Cancer Research 

Institute’s “Answer to Cancer” fundraiser event. 
Join the Institute June 25 for a unique cycling journey that 

kicks off with a special military procession through the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and continues through the 
challenging terrain of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Highlights of the 25-, 50- or 100-mile route options include 
a breathtaking view at the scenic Storm King Highway. 

All event proceeds will support lifesaving cancer 
immunotherapy research. 

Opportunities are available for riders or volunteers. Visit 
www.a2c.org to learn more and register.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at 
Washington Hall Room 4101. 

For details, contact SMAC President Master Sgt. Carlos 
Evans at 254-575-9817 or Secretary Sgt. 1st Class Cinnamon 
Chambers at 909-562-5924.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
FAST Class

Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 
Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from May 23-June 13. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or nancy.judd@usma.edu 

or Neil Sakumoto at 938-5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

OUTSIDE THE GATES
The 11th Hour Showing 

There will be a film club showing of “The 11th Hour,” at 
6:30 p.m. May 21 at the Highland Falls Library.

“The 11th Hour” is a timely documentary film, produced 
and narrated by Leonardo Dicaprio, on the state of the global 
environment, with visionary and practical solutions for restoring 
the planet’s ecosystems.

The film explores how we’ve arrived at this moment—how 
we live, how we impact the earth’s ecosystems, and what we can 
do to change our course.

WPSC Gift Shop
The West Point Spouse’s Club Gift shop has a few extra 

openings in May. The May dates and hours are:
• Friday—11 a.m.-4 p.m.;
• Wednesday—Closed;
• May 20—11 a.m.-4 p.m.;
• May 25—10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Community
Army Personnel Testing programs

The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 
Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees. 

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road. 

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

During the show, popcorn and snacks will be provided.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. 

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum.

American Propaganda during World War I
The West Point Museum is featuring a variety of media 

including artwork, music, posters, newspapers, film and political 
cartoons created or heavily influenced by the Committee on 
Public Information during World War I. 

The exhibit called, “Championing a Nation,” features artwork 
by artists Lester Hornby, Norman Ritchie and Joseph Pennell, as 
well as original World War I music and film.

When President Woodrow Wilson declared America’s 
entrance into World War I, the public was primarily supportive 
of his decision. However, the question remained, “How do we 
achieve universal solidarity and support for this endeavor?” 

Enter the Committee on Public Information, a group that 
shaped the whole of American opinion about the war and 
America’s role in it from 1917-19.

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

SKIES Soo Bahk Do 
Program 

The Child, Youth and 
School Age Services SKIES 
Instructional Program is 
offering youth, ages 5-18 
years, the opportunity to try 
the traditional Korean martial 
art, Soo Bahk Do. This is a 
classical martial art which 
develops every aspect of the 
self. The purpose is to create 
a person who is free from 
inner conflict and who can 
better deal with the outside 
world.  The kicking techniques 
are based on the Moo Duk 
Kwan styles developed by 
the late founder Hwang Kee. 
The instructors, a husband 
and wife team, are certified 
Korean master instructors. 
A free session, consisting of 
45-minute classes, is scheduled 
for 6:10-7 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, May 16-25. 
Registration is required and can 
be done through Parent Central 
or Webtrac. Space is limited. 
Regular sessions will begin 
in June. A nominal fee will be 
charged for these classes. For 
details, contact Kirsten Rautter, 
SKIES director, at 938-8893.  
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
Kids’ Fishing Derby

Presented by MWR and West Point Bass Club, the Kids’ 
Fishing Derby will be held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday at 
the Round Pond Recreation Area. 

The Derby is open to all ages 5-15 who are residents of 
West Point, Stewart, Town of Highlands or a child of a West 
Point employee. 

There is a minimal charge for this event, which includes 
lunch. It is free for families of deployed Soldiers. 

Register by calling 938-2503.

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 6 and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 

riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. There is a 10 percent discount to families of deployed 
Soldiers.  

For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.com/
morgan.

Become a Family Child Care Provider
Family Child Care is a great opportunity for those who want 

to stay home with their children. 
You can become a certifi ed provider and supplement your 

family’s income by caring for children in your home. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, Family Child Care director, 

at erin.faherty@usma.edu or call 938-0086. 

Military Spouse Preference Information Session 
A Military Spouse Preference Information Session will take 

place from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Tuesday at ACS, Bldg. 622.
Did you know there are preferences for Military Spouses 

when applying for federal positions? Come learn the ins and 
outs of Military Spouse Preference.  

Veteran’s preference can be highlighted as well if applicable 
to any attendees. RSVP to the Employment Readiness Program 
Manager at 938.5658 or anne.marshall@usma.edu. 

The Athena Cup Match-Play Championship 
The Athena Cup Match-Play Championship, a West Point 

Golf Course Premier Match Play event, starts this month.  
Players will turn in a qualifying 18-hole score by May 21. 
The Top 15 net scores plus the defending champion will be 

seeded in the match-play bracket. Cost a one-time entry fee, plus 
applicable green fee and cart (if riding) per round. 

Rounds will take place all throughout the season until the 
fi nal round in September. A USGA GHIN Handicap is required 
for this championship and can be handled through the Pro Shop. 

To sign-up, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435. 

Membership Appreciation Barbecue and Membership 
Drive

Come join the West Point Club from 6-8 p.m. June 9 and 
enjoy an outdoor barbecue and dessert. 

Reap the benefi ts of being a club member as members dine 
for free. Not a member? No problem. Become a member and the 
barbecue is free. There is a minimal fee for non-members who 
do not join as a member. 

For details, call 938-5255.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Practice with the Golf Pro
Come out to the West Point Golf Course for practice with 

Andy Crane, PGA golf pro, and let him help you improve your 
game. Saturday practice runs from 10 a.m.-noon on Saturday, 
May 21 and 28. Sunday practice runs from 4-6 p.m. May 22. 

To register, call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435.

2016 Army Emergency Relief Campaign
For the past 74 Years, Army Emergency Relief (AER) has 

made a difference in enhancing the readiness and relieving the 
distress of Soldiers and their families by providing $1.7 billion 
in needed fi nancial assistance. 

FOR THE ADULTS

The annual “AER Fund Campaign” at West Point runs 
through Sunday. 

Our goal this year is to raise $28,000, which will go toward 
emergency assistance for Soldiers, retirees and Army families 
(cadets for emergency travel while on emergency leave.) 

The campaign theme, “Never Leave a Soldier Behind,” 
carries the solemn and enduring promise of Soldiers Helping 
Soldiers—Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.” 

For information on how to provide a donation, call Sa’eed 
Mustafa at 845-938-0636 or email saeed.mustafa@usma.edu.

MWR Summer Softball League sign-ups
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2016 Intramural  

Summer Softball League sign-ups. 
The league is open to all USMA personnel 18 years of age 

and older. 
Games will be played at the H-Lot softball fi elds, behind the 

Shopette near Stony Lonesome, starting May 31 and will run 
approximately through Aug. 10. 

Games are played 6-9 p.m. Monday-Wednesday with possible 
make-up dates on Thursdays.

Deadline for team entries will be Monday. 
For more information, contact James McGuinness at 938-

3066 or by e-mail at jim.mcguinness@usma.edu. 

ACS ERP Spring Class
Do you know about all the preferences given to transitioning 

military members, veterans and military spouses?  
Attend the Employment Readiness Program’s Military 

Spouse Preference Information Session from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday. 

The class will cover all the preferences for which you might 
be eligible, what they mean during the application process, and 
how to utilize the preference. 

Classes are held at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 

or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

Leisure Travel Services May events 
Join Leisure Travel Services for the Broadway performance 

of Aladdin for the May 19 show. Leave West Point at 4 p.m., 
leave NYC after the show.

See the famous Bronx Zoo or the NY Botanical Gardens on 
May 25. Leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 3:30 p.m.

For ticket pricing and reservations, call 938-3601. 

ACS ERP Résumé Open Houses
Stop by the Employment Readiness Program at ACS, Bldg. 

622 anytime on May 25 or June 7 to have your résumé reviewed, 
prep for an interview, practice your ‘elevator speech’ or just see 
what the program can offer the jobseeker.  

No RSVP or appointment needed, doors are open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.  

For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 
or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

BOSS Six Flags Trip
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers will be going to Six 

Flags Great Adventure in Jackson, New Jersey June 4.  
Vans will be departing the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion at 8 a.m. 

and returning approximately at 10 p.m. 
There is a minimal fee for the trip and includes transportation 

and park ticket. Payment is due by May 31.  
For details, contact Courtney Chidgey at 845-938-6497.  

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 

the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

Arts & Crafts May class schedule
• May 26—Cooking for Couples, 5-7 p.m. Fun and easy 

recipes that a couple can make together. 
Discussion about menu planning for an active lifestyle, 

ingredient use and meal planning for two. Registration is required 
one week prior to class.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

Morgan Farm Memorial Day Weekend Special
Need a place to board your pet for the holiday weekend? Get 

four days of boarding for the price of three.
Drop off your pet on May 27 and pick-up on May 31. 
For details or to make reservations, call 938-3926.

2016 Arts & Crafts Summer Art Camp
West Point Arts & Crafts is gearing up for the 2016 Summer 

Art Camp.  This year’s theme is “Artopia,” and it is encouraged 
for the campers to Explore, Inspire and Create through a variety 
of artistic mediums and experiences.  

Each week will culminate with an art show put on by our 
campers to showcase their talents.  

Camp dates are June 14-17, June 21-24, July 19-22 and July 
26-29. The camp will run Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Registration will begin at 10 a.m. Tuesday. 
Registration must be in person and is on a first-come, 

fi rst-served basis as space is limited. Payment is due at time of 
registration.  

Call 845-938-4812 for more information. 
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West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-May 19
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 12-19
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

day right! Drive by 126 Washington Road 
from 7:30-10 a.m. May 20 for a free bagged 
breakfast brought to your car window. 

WPFH staff will give you an extra 
Breakfast on the Go for you to play it forward 
to a co-worker, family member or friend as a 
gesture of kindness.

• Yard of the Month: WPFH will be 
choosing one home every month from May-
September with a yard that is well kept and 
stands out from the rest. In order for a yard 
to be judged, it must be nominated. 

You can email nominations to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by the 25th of each month. 

• Movie Showing: Join WPFH at 4:30 
p.m. Friday for the movie showing of “Home” 
at 126 Washington Road. To register, email 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com. Space is limited.

• Tuesday Mornings with Marcela: 
“Tuesday Mornings with Marcela” is geared 
to children ages 1-5 and their parents. 
Marcela will lead attendees in musical play 
and movement. The class is from 9:30-11 a.m. 
Tuesday at 126 Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
with age of child attending.

• Breakfast on the Go: Start your 

Friday—Captain America: Civil War, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice, PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchang e .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller installs two medication disposal 
bins

Keller Army Community Hospital has 
installed two secure MedSafe Medication 
Disposal Bins in an effort to establish a 
procedure for the handling and disposal of 
expired, unwanted, unused prescriptions drugs 
and Over-The-Counter (OTC) medications. 

The medical disposal bins are for unused 
medications, including legally held controlled 
substances. This includes narcotics (Schedules 
II-V). No illegal drugs (Schedule I) are 
allowed.

One bin is located on the fi rst fl oor lobby 
as you enter Keller’s main building, and the 
second bin is located on the fi rst fl oor of the 
Brian D. Allgood Clinic near Primary Care.

Medication should be left in its original 
packaging/containers. No liquid containers 
—more than 4 ounces—will be accepted, 
and ALL liquids should be placed in a sealed 
plastic baggy before depositing.

NO sharp containers, needles, syringes, 
batteries, aerosol spray cans, trash, medical 
devices, chemicals or other hazardous material 
should be placed in the bins. If you need to 
dispose of ‘Epipen,’ you can drop them off at 
the Keller Pharmacy. 

The bin is available during the Hospital’s 
operating hours. If the bins are locked, please 
return during the operating hours. Do not leave 
medication outside of the bins.

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of May, June and August. There 
will be no classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

The remaining May session is scheduled 

for 6-9:30 p.m. Wednesday. The June and 
August sessions will be all-day courses, 
scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. June 18 and 
Aug. 13. 

For more information and/or to arrange a 
seat for the classes, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 938-3210. 

Physical Therapy “Sick Call” for Active 
Duty and Family Members and Retirees

Active duty members, their dependents 
and retirees will be able to see a Physical 
Therapist (PT) at Keller for musculo-skeletal 
injuries on a walk-in basis at 7:30 a.m.

The intent of the program is for members 
of the West Point community who sustain 
new injuries to be able to quickly receive an 
evaluation, diagnosis and plan of care as soon 
as possible and without the need for a referral. 

Research suggests that the sooner people 
with certain types of injuries see a PT, the 
sooner they recover.

This time is not intended for chronic 
conditions that have been ongoing for weeks 
or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, routine 
appointments can be made (also with or 
without referral) by calling 938-3324.

PT sick call will be held Monday through 
Friday, at 7:30 a.m., except on federal 
and training holidays, and periodically as 
announced.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force and 
enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Let us know if we are achieving this 
by filling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

Armed Forces Day Concert
The West Point Band will present a concert in honor of Armed Forces Day at 
2 p.m. Sunday in Eisenhower Hall Theatre, honoring the dedicated service 
members who protect our freedom. This concert is free and open to all. On 
Aug. 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation 
of an Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy, Marine Corps and 
Air Force days. Join the West Point Band under the baton of its commander, 
Lt. Col. Andrew J. Esch, in coming together to thank our military members 
for their patriotic service in support of our country. For concert information, 
cancellations and updates, call 845-938-2617 or visit www.westpointband.
com. West Point Band news can also be found by following the Band on 
Facebook, YouTube and Twitter.             Photo Provided
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By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Softball team took 
home three-of-five major Patriot League 
awards, boasting three first team nods and 
garnering two second team recognitions. Senior 
first basemen Kasey McCravey was named 
the Player of the Year, while freshman pitcher 
Renee Poirier was the league’s Rookie of the 
Year and head coach Michelle DePolo earned 
Coach of the Year distinction.

McCravey, junior second basemen Alee 
Rashenskas and sophomore outfielder Kristen 
McPeek were all named to the All-Patriot 
League first team. 

Sophomore first basemen Emily Gray and 
designated player Caroline Smith both earned 

McCravey, Poirier, DePolo headline PL major awards
second team honors for Army. 

McCravey was named the 2016 Player of the 
Year for the first time in her career after gaining 
the title of Defensive Player of the Year in 2015. 

This is the sixth time in program history that 
a Black Knight bears this award as she joins 
ranks with Paula Bostwick, Sheri Schweiker 
and Hall of Famers Colleen McCabe and Nicki 
Robbins, who was a three-time recipient. She 
also garnered first team honors for the third time 
in her career and for the second-consecutive 
year. 

The Scottsdale, Arizona, native led the 
league in hitting this season with a .403 average. 
She boasted a league-leading 60 runs, 75 hits, 
109 total bases, 30 stolen bases 214 plate 
appearances and 186 at-bats. 

McCravey has broken Army’s single-season 

records in runs scored and total bases, while 
eclipsing the top spot in five career categories 
including runs (171), RBI (159), home runs (26) 
and walks (79).

Poirier was given the honor of Rookie of 
the Year merit after leading the nation in saves 
the entire season. 

She is the third cadet to earn this honor and 
joins Lindsey Gerheim and Morgan Lashley 
who bear this distinction. 

Poirier broke both the Army and Patriot 
League record for single-season saves on March 
26th when she had amassed seven. 

Since then, she has recorded 11 and is one 
shy of the program and league record for career 
saves as a freshman. 

The Plainville, Massachusetts, native has 
a team-leading ERA of 1.98 and has allowed 

110 hits through 120.1 innings pitched. Poirier 
leads the team in strikeouts with 75 and has 
pitched 11 complete games, while holding her 
opponents to a .232 batting average. In league 
play, she has notched a 5-0 mark and has four 
saves with seven starts. 

DePolo garnered the title of Coach of the 
Year for the second time of her career at Army. 
She last earned this honor in 2010 during her 
inaugural season. DePolo’s 2016 squad broke 
the regular season wins record at West Point 
with 37 victories. 

She eclipsed 200 career wins when the team 
defeated Yale 6-1 on April 6th. DePolo led the 
team to a 13-5 league record with three-game 
sweeps over Boston University and Holy Cross. 
In the beginning of the season, the 2016 team 
downed Arkansas 5-4 to mark the first time in 
program history the Cadets had defeated an 
SEC opponent. 

Rashenskas, who hails from St. Anne, 
Illinois, was named to the first team for the 
first time in her career after batting .382 with 
nine doubles, two triples, drove in 32 runs and 
28 scored times collecting 68 hits. She also 
garnered 81 total bases along with stole nine 
bases. 

In league play, Rashenskas hit .414 and 
played in all 18 contests. She drove in 15 runs 
on 24 hits and scored 11 runs of her own. The 
junior totaled a .517 slugging percentage to 
rank second on the team along with a .478 on 
base percentage.

McPeek also earns first-team honors for the 
first time of her career as the at-large selection. 
The outfielder played stellar defensively from 
right field and worked her way up the batting 
order as the season progressed. McPeek, who 
hails from Cypress, Texas, closed-out the 
regular season batting .370 in league contests 
off 20 hits with 23 total bases. She also recorded 
five RBI and scored eight runs for the Black 
Knights. 

Gray was named to the second team at the 
first base position after she garnered first team 
accolades in 2015 as the designated player. 

This season, the Naples, Florida, native 
batted .362 (50-for-138) and added 10 doubles 
and one home run. She drove in 34 runs on the 
season and scored 19 times.

Smith earned the second team nod for 
the first time in her career and did so at the 
designated player position. She pitched her 
first career no-hitter in the team’s 7-0 win over 
Hartford. Smith was one play away from a 
perfect game as she retired 19-straight Hawks 
before an error was called against the Black 
Knights. 

From the circle, Smith posted a 1.56 ERA 
in league contests with only 11 earned runs 
against her and a held her opponents to a batting 
average of .223. 

The Chino Hills, California, native compiled 
an overall record of 15-4 this season and logged 
a team-leading 136 innings, four complete 
games with 41 strikeouts. 

On the other side of the ball, Smith amassed 
44 hits and 25 RBIs. She also scored 13 runs 
and hit seven doubles. 

Senior first baseman Kasey McCravey (above) was named 2016 Patriot League Player of the Year after being named 
Defensive Player of the year in 2015. The Scottsdale, Arizona, native led the league in hitting this season with a .403 
average. She boasted a league-leading 60 runs, 75 hits, 109 total bases, 30 stolen bases 214 plate appearances and 
186 at-bats. McCravey broke Army’s single-season records in runs scored and total bases, while eclipsing the top spot 
in five career categories including runs (171), RBI (159), home runs (26) and walks (79).
                            Photo CoUrtesy of ArMy AthletiC CoMMUniCAtions
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Men’s Track and Field places second, 4x100 team shines

Freshman Ben Sims (above) teamed with junior Jose Santana, sophomore Tyler Davis and freshman Kevin Dyer to get an Academy and meet records in the 
4x100-meter relay with a time of 40.08 seconds at the Patriot League Outdoor Track and Field Championships May 7 in Lewisburg, Pa.     
                                                 Photo CoUrtesy of ArMy AthletiC CoMMUniCAtions

By Joshua Gleason
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Track and 
Field team finished a successful weekend at 
the Patriot League Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships where the Black Knights 
finished second among nine teams May 7 in 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Army totaled 160 points trailing only Navy 
who scored 263 points. Bucknell hosted the 
championships.

The Cadets’ 4x100-meter relay team put 
together a brilliant run. The quartet of junior 
Jose Santana, freshmen Ben Sims and Kevin 
Dyer, and sophomore Tyler Davis finished in 
40.08 seconds, a mark that is an Academy, 
facility and meet record.

“Each leg ran well and our handoffs were 
very good,” said Director of Track and Field and 
Cross Country Mike Smith. “We knew we were 

good enough to run 40 seconds flat and we did 
just that today. It is something we have worked 
hard at since February and I was very happy for 
the guys that they were able to execute the race 
the way they did.”

Davis and Santana would go on to contribute 
to the 4x400-meter relay team’s second-place 
finish. 

They joined freshman Marcus Denham and 
senior Stevyn Spees to run a 3:14.26, the fastest-
time by an Army foursome this year.

Santana and Sims would each place in 
the top three in individual events. Santana 
completed the 400-meter dash in 47.77 to claim 
third place while Sims finished second in the 
100-meter dash with a time of 10.67.

“Ben Sims was very impressive in the 
sprints today,” stated Smith. “He may be a little 
disappointed in not winning the 100 Meter Dash 
but he had a good weekend and will be on a lot 
of podiums in the future.”

Multiple Army runners were featured in the 
400-meter hurdles. 

Three Black Knights placed in the top four 
with senior Marcus Phillips leading everybody 
with a career-best 53.35 second finish. 

Junior Nick Beavers (54.08) and sophomore 
Kevin Hall (54.89) placed third and fourth, 
respectively. For Beavers, it was also a personal-
best.

“The 400 Meter Hurdles was a big event 
for us today,” Smith said. “The 21 points we 
scored in that event really solidified our hold 
on second place and put a lot of pressure on 
Boston University.”

The Black Knights added two top five 
finishes in the 1,500-meter run. Junior Trevor 
Touchton (3:46.23) and freshman Zach Brehm 
(3:49.17) finished third and fifth, respectively. 
For Brehm, it was a new personal-record by 
over three seconds.

Touchton continued to run well with his best 

run to date in the 800-meter run. 
His time of 1:49.74 bested his former 

top mark by one and a half seconds and was 
narrowly good enough for first as he crossed 
the finish line .33 seconds behind Boston 
University’s Ethan Homan.

Senior Taylor Andrews earned a podium 
spot with a third place finish in the 110-meter 
hurdles. His run of 14.28 seconds was a 
hundredth of a second off his personal-best and 
three hundredths from first place.

Junior Jacob Fong reached a new personal-
best in the 3,000 Meter Steeplechase. 

He finished the race in 9:12.87 which placed 
him fifth in the group of 14.

In the field events, sophomore Dawson 
Hillis placed third in the Discus Throw (49.19 
meters) and sixth in the Shot Put (15.34 meters). 
Freshman Jeff Giannettino finished second in 
the High Jump, clearing 2.05 meters to earn 
silver.
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Three first-place finishes for Women’s Track at PLs

Softball loses to Lafayette on Senior Day, now 37-18 overall 

The Army West Point Softball team poses for a photo on Senior Day prior to a 1-0 loss to Lafayette Sunday at the Army 
Softball Complex. The Black Knights finished the regular season with a 37-18 overall record and 13-5 in the Patriot League, 
which is good for second-place in the upcoming Patriot League Tournament.              Photo CoUrtesy of ArMy AthletiC CoMMUniCAtions

Freshman Abby Halbrook claimed top honors in the 5,000-meter run with a time of 16:59.16 at the Patriot League Outdoor 
Track and Field Championships May 7 in Lewisburg, Pa.                  Photo CoUrtesy of ArMy AthletiC CoMMUniCAtions

By Joshua Gleason
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Track and 
Field team wrapped up the Patriot League 
Outdoor Track and Field Championships with 
three first-place finishes coming from freshman 
Abby Halbrook, sophomore Briyah Brown and 
senior Cody Rothschild May 7 in Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania. The Black Knights finished in 
fifth place with 84 points. Bucknell, the host 
school, won on the women’s side with 201.5 
points.

“We had great competitive effort today from 
the women that we brought to the meet,” said 
Director of Track and Field and Cross Country 
Mike Smith. “We had quite a few champions 
and some gutsy performances.”

Halbrook claimed top honors in the 
5,000-meter run. She completed in under 17 
minutes for the first time in her career, finishing 
in 16:59.16. 

Brown’s throw of 15.03 meters in the Shot 
Put was over 1.1 meters better than anybody else 
in the field. Rothschild competed in the Discus 
Throw and led the field with a 45.09-meter-best 
throw.

Freshman Cassie Mundekis had a solid 
outing in the 800-meter run. Her time of 2:11.63 
was good enough for fifth place and within .53 
seconds of her best mark.

The 4x100-meter relay team of junior 
Whidney Desormo, senior Haley Winters, junior 

Cori Lemere, and sophomore Sydney Hawkins 
placed second (47.35). 

Winters also stood second in the 100-meter 

Dash as she finished in 12.03 seconds and third 
in the 200-meter dash with a time of 25.06 
seconds.

“We still have work to do and I know these 
women will meet our expectations and continue 
to work toward better outcomes,” Smith said.

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Softball team 
suffered a 1-0 loss to Lafayette Sunday 
afternoon in the Black Knights’ regular 
season finale at the Army Softball 
Complex. The Cadets fell to 37-18 
overall and 13-5 in the Patriot League on 
Senior Day.

Lafayette took a 1-0 lead in the top 
of the third off a one-run single to center 
field. The Black Knights got a player on 
base in the home half of the fifth when 
sophomore shortstop Gladys Esparza-
Gallegos singled to left field. 

Junior Tyler McKinney subbed in as 
the pinch runner on first, but the Cadets’ 
rally was squandered by the Leopards’ 
defense.

In the home half of the seventh, 
sophomore first baseman Emily Gray 
knocked one up the middle to keep Army’s 
hopes alive. 

Sophomore Hailey Megge then 
stepped to first as the pinch runner for 
the Black Knights. However, the Leopards 
clinched the 1-0 victory with a double 
play.

Lehigh has secured the top spot for the 
Patriot League Tournament and will play 
host to No. 2 Army, No. 3 Boston U and 
No. 4 Bucknell from Saturday-Monday.


