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Special Bonds
Bonds and friendships are formed at the annual Hudson Valley Region Spring 
Special Olympic Games April 23 at West Point. (Above) Class of 2017 Cadet 
Arnulfo Moran lifts West Point competitor Stephan Harvie onto the Army Spirit 
Tank that was on display. (Right) Two athletes carry the torch with motivation 
from the Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. and several cadets. More 
than 800 athletes participated in the games with 1,000 cadets and community 
members volunteering, including children from the West Point Elementary and 
Middle schools, to make the athletes’ day special. See Page 3 for story and 
more photos.                       Photos by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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Pointer View  news & Features

Dempsey speaks, takes  
questions from cadets 
at Class of 1952 DLS
(Above) Retired Gen. Martin Dempsey spoke at the Class of 1952 Distinguished Lecture 
Series Tuesday at Robinson Auditorium with Col. Cindy Jebb (not pictured), professor 
and head of the Department of Social Sciences, as the event host. (Right) After the event, 
Dempsey took questions from the cadets and spoke with a few cadets briefly. Cadets 
presented Dempsey with a check that was written to Edgar Allen Poe after Dempsey 
appeared at the Class of 1952 Distinguished Lecture Series.    Photos by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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West Point hosts annual Special Olympics
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

A large audience turned out despite the chill 
in the air at the annual Hudson Valley Region 
Spring Special Olympics at West Point April 23. 
One thousand cadets and community members 
volunteered and supported roughly 800 athletes 
from Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, Dutchess, 
Westchester and Ulster Counties competing in 
the games at Shea Stadium and the Arvin Cadet 
Physical Development Center.

Operation Chariots of Fire, a tradition that 
began in 2014, kicked off the event. Cadets, 
Team Red, White and Blue, staff, faculty, 
area police and fire departments ran the torch 
from Highland Falls through Thayer Gate to 
Shea Stadium to present the torch to Quincy 
Ferguson, who lit the Olympic flame for the 
second year in a row.

“This is so rewarding,” Class of 2016 Cadet  
Alexander Clark said. “It’s such a joy to see the 
faces of the athletes when competing. I’ve been 
doing this since I’ve been here. I volunteered in 
my plebe year and really enjoyed it although I 
spent one year in France.”

The Army Spirit Tank was a big favorite to 
parents, coaches and athletes alike. The athletes 
enjoyed touching the tank, looking through the 
cannon and sitting on it with the cadets, which 
also presented photo opportunities for parents.

“I volunteered for this event two years ago. 
It was a lot of fun getting to know the athletes 
and showing them around,” Class of 2017 Cadet  

Arnulfo Moran said. 
Class of 2017 Cadet Samuel Martinez said 

this is the first time he has volunteered for the 
Special Olympics.

“I’m enjoying being out here,” Martinez 
said. “It’s great seeing the community coming 
out and supporting the athletes.”

Athlete Justin Salmonsen from Roundout 
Valley competed in the running long jump.

“Jumping is OK, but I like running the 
hurdles,” Salmonsen said. “They don’t have 
that this year.”

Athlete Thomas Collishaw from the New 
York Hudson Valley Region competed in the 
standing long jump and spoke about the other 
events he likes.

“I enjoy sports, especially baseball, but I 
currently like the 50m run,” Collishaw said.  “I 
won the javelin throw two years in a row. I’ve 
been doing this for 10 years.”

Since 2007, the Houghton Award is 
presented to an athlete who best exemplifies 
the Special Olympic motto; “Let me win, but 
if I can’t win, let me be brave in the attempt,” 
which is also part of the athlete oath.

The recipient for the Houghton Award for 
2016 was Matthew Stenson of the Monroe-
Woodbury Crusaders. 

His coach, Dana Schackman, spoke about 
Stenson and how far he has come from being 
nearly completely withdrawn and nonverbal to 
an outgoing athlete. 

The award is named for Capt. Andrew 
Houghton, a U.S. Military Academy Class of 

Justin Salmonsen from Roundout Valley performs the running long jump at the annual Hudson Valley Region Spring Special Olympic April 23 at West Point.

Athletes prepare for the sprint with the help of West Point cadets and community 
members at the annual Hudson Valley Region Spring Special Olympics April 
23 at West Point.
2001 graduate and former Special Olympics 
cadet-in-charge, who died of wounds sustained 

from a rocket propelled grenade in Iraq in 
August 2004.
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TEDx spreads ideas, thought at West Point
Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The first TEDxWestPoint took place April 
22 at Robinson Auditorium. TED stands for 
Technology, Entertainment and Design, and 
the “x” means the TED event is independently 
organized. The purpose of TED is to spread 
ideas in the form of short, powerful talks.

Class of 2017 Cadets Saverio (Rio) 
Macrina and Zach Cohen lead the initiative to 
TEDxWestPoint.

“It’s really always been my dream to have 
TED come here, and to have TEDx, especially, 
come here,” Cohen said. 

Cohen said his first experience with a TED 
talk was in his 11th grade English class.

“That was one of the coolest things I’ve ever 
seen,” Cohen said. “The ability for a person 
to make someone feel something serious and 
powerful, just through speech, I’ve always 
loved public speaking, it’s been my passion, 
and getting an opportunity to bring that to West 
Point, spread ideas, make people feel pretty 
good, and maybe spark some new ideas, is really 
the whole point.”

First Captain EJ Coleman helped come up 
with the idea of bringing TEDx to West Point 
and assisted in getting the license to hold the 
event at the U.S. Military Academy.  After that, 
Macrina and Cohen took charge.

“After we got the license in the middle of 
last year, Rio and I have taken the last year or 
so to present this event. He and I have been 
working side by side,” Cohen said. 

To get speakers for the event, the two 
reached out to other cadets as well as their 
professors. Cohen approached his physics 
teacher, Maj. Shawn Fitzgerald, who Cohen 
says is one of his mentors.

“Maj. Fitzgerald really took this idea of 
TED talks and made it into one of our labs in 
physics last year. So he said we’re scrapping the 
lab, this is what we’re doing, we’re doing fake, 
science-y TED talks,” Cohen said. “He knew I 

was into it, he knew the class was into it, and he 
did what it took so we could realize the energy 
of our dream.”

Cohen hopes that other cadets would leave 
the auditorium realizing the energy of their 
dreams as well.

“A lot of us, we kind of just go through 
our daily lives here and don’t do a lot of 
extracurricular thinking in my opinion,” Cohen 
said.  “For someone to walk out and say, wow, 
I never thought of it like that, that’s really 
powerful, I’m going to change something in 
my life because of it… the TED mission is to 
spread ideas and that’s really what we’re after, 
to spread ideas and have some fun.”

Macrina, the cadet in charge, agreed.
“I think this is very important because of 

some of the ideas themselves, even at West 
Point, can benefit the Army, can benefit the 
people here and people everywhere,” Macrina 
said.  “But beyond that, I think this is something 
really cool to show how cadets can, although 
busy, they can go outside their normal tasks 
and do really interesting academic things, and 
hopefully it will inspire other cadets to delve 
deeper into their academics, deeper into things 
that interest them, and kind of try to explore 
those and share them with others.”

Of the nine speakers at TEDxWestPoint, 
there were five cadets and two majors from 
the U.S. Military Academy, as well as guest 
speakers retired Col. Robert McClure, Class 
of 1976 USMA graduate and the CEO of West 
Point Association of Graduates, and Tobie 
Hatfield, senior director of Athlete Innovation 
at Nike.

Hatfield was the first speaker of the 
event, sharing stories of shoes he’s made for 
people, ranging from Olympians to those with 
disabilities.  He said caring about others is key.

“I’m probably, I guess, best known for the 
work that I did on a shoe, and a franchise called 
Nike Free,” Hatfield started.  “But what I truly 
aspire to be, is a good person above all else.”

McClure’s talk, while different, was equally 

powerful.  He talked about the Long Gray Line 
and the connection each graduate of West Point 
has with one another.

“It’s no secret that deep bonds take hold 
when we face tough challenges together,” 
McClure said. “Here, those same bonds also 
connect the living ranks of the Long Gray 
Line with the ghostly assemblage of past 
generations.”

Aside from the guest speakers, cadets and 
faculty members gave powerful talks allowing 

the audience to reflect on topics outside their 
normal realm of thought. 

“The first TEDxWestPoint served as 
a proof of concept that cadets and faculty 
have interesting and well researched ideas to 
share, and that other cadets have a curiosity 
to listen and learn from them,” Macrina said 
of the event’s success. “We are very excited 
to capitalize on the pursuit of intellectual 
excellence that we have tapped into amongst 
cadets and faculty at West Point.”

Retired Col. Robert L. McClure, USMA Class of 1976 graduate and currently 
president and CEO of the West Point Association of Graduates, gives a talk 
during the first TEDx West Point April 22. McClure discussed the powerful 
lineage of the Long Gray Line.                Photo by anthony dinoto/association of GraduatEs

Tobie Hatfield, senior director of Athlete Innovation at Nike, shared personal 
anecdotes about shoes he’s made for people with Cerebral Palsy to Olympic 
gold medalists. Hatfield traveled from Oregon to speak during TEDx West Point 
April 22.                    Photo by MichEllE EbErhart/PV 
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2015-16 Cadet Club Activities

Crew: Army West Point Crew won the Capt. Brian R. Faunce 
Cup in a match race with Penn State University on the Hudson 
River at West Point April 23, followed on Sunday with a win 
against the NCAA/Division I Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference 
Varsity program Marist, sweeping every race to capture the 
annual President’s Cup.  

The Faunce Cup, donated by Army Crew in 2015, honors 
the memory of Penn State graduate and Army ROTC member, 
Capt. Brian R. Faunce, who was killed in action in Al Asad, 
Iraq in 2003.  

After hosting the Penn State athletes in the Barracks the 
night prior, the cadets demonstrated their strength on the water, 
winning every event against the PSU crew.  

With a slight head current and a strong head wind directly 
down the 2,000-meter course, racing was difficult with swells 
and whitecaps. Despite the challenging conditions, the Men’s 
Second Varsity Eight started the day off with a strong row, 
finishing the race with several boat lengths of open water over 
the Penn State shell.

The Women’s top boat, the First Varsity Eight, fought through 
the rough water with a solid win, finishing over 38 seconds ahead 
of their counterparts.  

The Men’s First Varsity Eight followed suit with a 35-second 
win over the PSU boat, finishing the course with the fastest time 
of the day in 7 minutes and 20 seconds.

The novice eights were next to race, with the Novice Men’s 
First Eight clocking a time of 7:39.8, again with much open water 
back to the Penn State Eight.  

The Novice Women’s top Eight rowed next, with a 
dominating 50-second victory.  The Army Men’s Second Novice 
Eight completed the sweep of the Eights event with an open 
water win.  

As water conditions continued to deteriorate, the Fours events 
were cancelled, ending the day with Army West Point on top of 
Penn State by a score of 52-44.  

During a joint barbecue hosted by the cadets, the Faunce Cup 
was presented to the Army Commodore, Cadet Jordan Duran, 
by Marion Zilinski, mother of 1st Lt. Dennis Zilinski (USMA 
‘04) who killed in action in 2005 in Bayji, Iraq.  

As a part of the home event, Army West Point also hosted 
more than 20 youths from Breaking Barriers, a non-profit 
organization based in Wilmington, Delaware, with a mission 
of “community development through the sport of rowing … to 
help young people develop healthy attitudes and practices toward 
themselves and their communities.”  

The K-12 students were lead in rowing drills in the tanks, 
followed by a quick workout session on the ergs before they 
joined the Army and Penn State athletes for a team barbecue.   

The team then loaded their trailers to travel the following day 
to Poughkeepsie, New York, for the annual match race against 
Marist, won by Army for the first time in 2015. The cadets entered 
the race looking to defend the Cup for the first time in front of 
the home crowd from Marist.

The Second Varsity Eights started off the day in rough 
conditions with a head current and strong tail wind causing large 
swells and white caps along the course.  Despite the challenging 
water, the Men’s Second Varsity Eight finished with open water 
on Marist, six seconds ahead, taking revenge for a six-second 
loss to the same boat two weeks earlier.  

The Women’s First Novice Eight represented Army in the 
Second Varsity Race, establishing a large lead entering the last 

500 meters where their oars got caught in the water pinning the 
rowers back at the finish and stopping the boat, allowing the 
Marist Crew to pull along side.  Demonstrating true resiliency and 
grit, the women quickly got the boat moving again, and held on 
to the lead, finishing almost a half-boat-length ahead at the line.  

After a 45-minute delay, the premier boats, the Varsity First 
Eights were launched. The Varsity Men rowed a strong race, 
taking the lead over Marist early, creating open water between 
the boats, cruising to a 20-second win in front of the Marist 
home crowd.  

The Varsity women were up next, having never defeated 
the Red Foxes on their home course. Establishing a lead at the 
500-meter mark, the West Point women went on to a 6.6-second 
victory, completing the sweep of the varsity events.  

The Novice Men competed in the last scheduled Eight’s race, 
battling the Marist Freshmen to a line for a one-second victory.

Due to the rough water, the teams decided to cancel the Fours 
races in favor of two impromptu open eights races to allow the 
rest of the athletes from both teams to race.  In the Women’s race, 
the Army boat comprised of Second Varsity rowers cruised to a 
16-second victory over the Marist Third Varsity Women.  

In the men’s race, the Army Third Varsity Men edged its 
Marist counterparts by just three-tenths of a second at the finish 
line.  

 
Ultimate: The Army West Point Ultimate traveled to 

Annapolis, Maryland, and captured its first-ever team win 
against Navy, 15-8, April 23. The teams appeared on paper to 
be evenly matched. Both teams finished third in their respective 
conferences the previous weekend and are moving on to the 
Regional Championships. 

A strong crowd turned out to Navy’s Rip Miller Field in 
support of the game, which included over 20 Army fans and well 
over 100 supporters of the Navy team. 

After the national anthem, the Navy defense turned Army 
over and Navy scored the first point for a 1-0 lead, but this would 
prove to be the only lead of the entire game for Navy.  

Army scored the next two points and then the parity showed 
as the teams traded points until a 4-3 Army lead.  

Army then was able to execute one of the most exciting plays 
in ultimate, known as a ‘World’s Greatest.’  The disc was heading 

out of bounds, but if a player jumps from the field of play, they 
are still considered part of the field until they land.  

Plebe Hunter Hill jumped from the field out of bounds, but 
caught the disc and tossed it back into the field of play before 
landing, resulting in a live disc. Firstie Sam Hartford was 
following the play and made the catch in the endzone for a score.

With morale boosted by such a play, Army played well to 
close out the half with an 8-5 lead.  After a brief halftime break, 
Army returned to the field and scored again, followed by Navy 
making a short run to try and get back into the game.  Navy would 
never cut Army’s lead to less than three points as strong defensive 
play by Army forced Navy to commit multiple turnovers deep 
within their own zone.  

Smart, patient play by the Army offense converted those 
turnovers into quick points. The result was Army scoring four 
unanswered points to end the game with a 15-8 victory.  

Following the game, the teams exchanged team discs, a 
gesture that often occurs following a game between rival teams. 
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Interactive workshop discusses negotiation tactics
Story and Photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

T h e  s e v e n t h  a n n u a l  We s t  P o i n t 
Negotiations Workshop took place at the 
Jefferson Library Haig Room April 14-15. 
The two-day conference included speakers 
Professor Jeff Weiss and Lt. Gen. H.R. 
McMaster, accompanied by commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers from the 82nd 
Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, to discuss 
negotiation tactics in military, business and 
everyday applications.

Cadets and midshipmen from the U.S. 
Military Academy, U.S. Air Force Academy, 
U.S. Naval Academy, Royal Military College  
of Canada and ROTC came together to 
participate in this two-day interactive 
workshop in attempts to leave them with the 
basic tools of negotiations and information 
acquisition, in which they can apply in their 
endeavors as military leaders and civilians in 
the private sector.

On the first day of the workshop, West 
Point Negotiation Project Officer in Charge, 
Maj. Michael Rybacki, and Weiss led the 
group through the introduction of principled 
negotiations, encouraging the participants 
to challenge their own assumptions about 
negotiations, learn the seven elements 
of principled negotiation: relationship, 
communication, interest, option, legitimacy, 
alternative, commitment, develop a systematic 
measure of success, and understand how to 
apply principled negotiations to real world 
scenarios.  

Throughout the conference, Weiss, one 
of the founders of the workshop in 2009, and 

Rybacki taught the students how to think about 
negotiations differently.

“What I learned about negotiations is 
that it’s not necessarily arguing, it’s about 
cooperating, which I thought was pretty 
interesting,” West Point Class of 2019 Cadet 
Dalton Stahl said. “Honestly, I didn’t really 
know what I was going to get out of this 
conference but I think it’s definitely helped me 
grow in many ways as a leader and a person 
dealing with every day challenges, as well as 
big decisions.”

Class of 2018 Cadet Marcos Arroyo, 
a member of the West Point Negotiations 
Project, explained that one purpose of the 
conference was to help with those day to day 
issues.

“You use principle negotiations in pretty 
much every single aspect of your life,” Arroyo 
said. “And we can apply it to bigger skills 
stuff like political negotiations or business 
negotiations … There’s a lot of components 
that people really just overlook.”

Throughout the workshop, participants 
were guided through a series of exercises and 
role-playing scenarios that consisted of topics 
ranging from “difficult conversations with a 
boss” to “host nation local-national contract 
support.” 

Following each of these exercises, the 
cadets were guided through a debrief, where 
the other members of their working groups 
conduct an after-action review prior to 
beginning the next exercise in order to 
determine what worked well, what are areas to 
develop in their negotiation repertoire.  

Alex Clark, the cadet in charge, said this 
was his third year being a part of the workshop 

and the skills he’s learned over the years have 
helped him tenfold.

“Our conference’s ultimate goal is aimed 
at training future Army officers or military 
officers in the art of negotiation to hopefully 
have a lasting impact on the relationships we 
form and ultimately prove our capacity to 
serve as a military officer,” Clark said.  

On April 15, Lt. Gen. McMaster, an 
early advocate and supporter of the West 
Point Negotiations Project, spoke to students 
about different scenarios in which principled 
negotiations were or would have been useful 
overseas from his vast experiences as an 
officer in the Army.

“The first thing you got to do is you got to 
build a relationship and you have to do a lot 
more listening than you do talking and you 
have to really begin to understand what the 
issues are,” McMaster said. “Then you really 
got to try to understand the solution space, 
understand your interests, their interests and 
what you can do together, right? To satisfy 
their interests and your interests both.”

By using current matters, McMaster 
allowed the students to apply negotiations 
principles to existing topics.  

He said that reading and learning about 
previous battles would allow the future 
lieutenants and current officers to better frame 
and understand problems.

“Read those books that interest you that 
will help you develop your own strategic 
judgement and to see how you can fit in your 
experiences as non-commissioned officers, as 
officers,” McMaster said. “By learning from 
others’ experiences you can ensure your vision 
of what battle is going to be like in the future, 
how you’re going to prepare your Soldiers, 

sailors, airmen, or Marines, and you can build 
onto your training.”

McMaster left the audience with a few 
key notes. He said that today, we have to 
emphasize allies more than ever and that 
American military power is joint power. 

Finally, he told the negotiators to remember 
that there are no short-term solutions to long-
term problems. 

“Lt. Gen. McMaster gave his explanation 
on how to do this sort of thing on a strategic 
level, which was really neat,” Class of 2018 
Midshipman Artem Sherbinin said.  

Sherbinin noted how he enjoyed learning 
skills on both strategic and tactical levels while 
applying those skills in the real world.

He also said that the negotiations models 
he learned throughout the conference were 
new and fresh and he is excited to put them 
into practice.

“You’re not just focusing on what you 
want as your end goal, you’re kind of working 
through their perceptions and through what 
they’re trying to achieve, as well as get your 
end result,” Sherbinin noted. “So it’s not a 
back and forth based on just principles, or 
your essential end goal, but rather how you can 
work with that person or how you can work 
with that group to achieve both of your goals.”

By the end of the conference, all the 
participants were inundated with a solid 
foundation of principled negotiation in which 
they can further apply and develop as they take 
their position as future leaders themselves. 

Cadets and officers interested in learning 
more about Negotiations are encouraged to 
visit the WPNP website at www.wpnp.org.

(Editor’s note: Class of 2018 Cadet Marcos 
Arroyo contributed to this story.)

Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster, director of Army Capabilities Integration Center and 
deputy commanding general of Futures, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine 
Command, speaks to cadets during the seventh annual West Point Negotiations 
Workshop April 15. McMaster applied negotiations principles to current events.

U.S. Military Academy, U.S. Air Force Academy and ROTC cadets, U.S. Naval 
Academy midshipmen and current military officers and non-commissioned 
officers joined together to learn the basic tools of negotiations and information 
acquisition throughout multiple scenarios during the West Point Negotiations 
Workshop on April 14-15 at West Point.
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Days of Remembrance, learning from the Holocaust
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Equal Opportunity Office and the Cadet 
Respect Committee sponsored the annual Days 
of Remembrance, observing the Holocaust April 
20 at the West Point Club. The guest speaker was 
Father Patrick Desbois, president of Yahad–In 
Unum, a global humanitarian organization he 
founded in 2004 dedicated to identifying and 
commemorating the sites of Jewish and Roma 
mass executions in Eastern Europe during 
World War II.

Class of 2016 Cadet Zoe Kreitenberg, 
Respect Committee executive officer, spoke 
briefly about her reason why this ceremony 
strikes home before introducing the guest 
speaker.

“To me, this observance is remembering 
not only the victims of the Holocaust, but also 
remembering our own commitment to serve and 
live up to the oath that each of us have taken or 
will take,” Kreitenberg said. “When I was 14 
years old, I started high school. I had a loving 
family and good health; I played sports and 
studied hard. But two generations ago, when 
my grandmother Irene Kreitenberg was 14 
years old, she was separated from her family 
and sent to Auschwitz and later to Buchenwald. 
She survived the death march. She was starved 
nearly to death and suffered several illnesses. 
In 1945, my grandmother was rescued by allied 
forces and later met my grandfather, Sam, also 

a Czech concentration camp survivor.”
Kreitenberg said her grandparents were 

video interviewed by the Shoah Foundation in 
the early 1990s. 

The Shoah Foundation is the brain child 
of Steven Spielberg in his effort to document 
Holocaust survivors before they no longer 
exist. However, the Kreitenbergs did not want 
the interview to be shown to family until they 
were gone. 

Once they died, Kreitenberg’s parents were 
still unwilling to allow Zoe to view the video. 
But Kreitenberg said she “Rangered up” and 
decided to research her grandparents on her 
own.

“In order to repay that debt (of her 
grandparents) my father, their only son, became 
an orthopedic surgeon and operated on many 
World War II veterans,” Kreitenberg said. “Like 
my father, I am eager to serve my country.”

Father Patrick Desbois spoke about his 
research of the Jews, Roma and other victims 
murdered in Eastern Europe during World 
War II by the Nazi mobile killing units, the 
Einsatzgruppen. 

“So, we can wonder why a priest is coming 
to the academy like you,” Desbois began. “I’m 
not a Holocaust survivor. But my grandfather 
was deported from France. He never spoke 
about it. He spent years in a POW camp near 
the Ukrainian town of Rawa-Ruska during the 
war. He would only say, “For us it was bad, but 
outside was worse.”

Desbois grew up on his family’s farm in the 
Burgundy region of France. His mother recently 
told him that their family sheltered dozens 
of Resistance members on their farm. From 
then on, Desbois wanted to find out where his 
grandfather was held and the fate of the more 
than 15,000 of the town’s Jews.

“I was shocked to learn they were killing 
Jews in public,” Desbois said. “People would 
go out and watch the German soldiers kill Jews. 
Every shooting was photographed. Why do 
you think there are so many shooters? Because 
they wanted to be in the pictures. They wanted 
souvenirs.” 

Desbois said the people who went out 
to watch the shooting in the Ukraine, did 
so because they, “were not Jews, they were 
not Roma or Gypsies and had no chance of 
becoming victims.”

“When you are sure that you are not going 
to be a victim, you watch,” Desbois said. “Why 
is it important to study the Holocaust? We know 
about Hitler, but now we have Iraq practicing 
genocide. They shoot villagers in the same way 
the Nazi’s did and they get people to watch by 
offering them money, jewels and girls. And ISIS 
films the beheadings and the shootings. Just like 
the Nazi’s did.”

Desbois is the author of the book, “The 
Holocaust By Bullets: A Priest’s Journey to 
Uncover the Truth Behind the Murder of One 
and A Half Million Jews.” 

Desbois interviewed nearly 5,000 people 

on over 100 research trips and uncovered 1,744 
previously unknown and unmarked execution 
sites and mass graves in the Ukraine. 

Class of 2016 Cadet Zoe Kreitenberg 
spoke at the annual Holocaust, Days 
of Remembrance ceremony April 20 
at the West Point Club. Kreitenberg's 
grandparents, Sam and Irene Kreitenberg, 
survived  Auschwitz concentration camp 
in Poland and were interviewed by 
Steven Spielberg for his documentary 
on the Holocaust.

Father Patrick Desbois spoke at the annual Holocaust, Days of Rembrance April 20 at the West Point Club. Desbois devoted his life to researching the Holocaust 
including the story of the Jews, Roma and other victims murdered in Eastern Europe during WWII by the Nazi mobile killing units, the Einsatzgruppen. 
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SAME, AEA celebrate first class cadets branching Engineers
By Capt. Kathryn Hermon
Department of Military Instruction

More than 230 guests attended the annual 
Engineer Dinner April 21, celebrating the 
first class cadets branching Engineers, in the 
Eisenhower Hall ballroom.  

The Society of  American Mili tary 
Engineers (SAME) and the Army Engineer 
Association (AEA) co-host the dinner every 
year through the help of generous sponsors 
in the engineering and construction industry.  

This year, 123 cadets will soon be 
commissioning as second lieutenants into the 
Engineer Regiment. 

Currently, 12 of these future engineers are 
scheduled to attend Ranger School following 
Engineer Basic Officer Leader Course, which 
takes place at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 

One of the 12, Cadet Charlene Coutteau, 
is the first female engineer from West Point 
scheduled for Ranger School.

This year’s speaker for the 2016 Engineer 
Dinner was Lt. Gen. Thomas P. Bostick, the 
53rd Chief of Engineers and commanding 
general of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

During his speech, the 1978 USMA grad 
reminisced about his time as a cadet and 
shared some entertaining stories that made the 

whole audience laugh. He thanked the cadets 
for their service and also extended his thanks 
and appreciation to the staff, faculty and the 
cadets’ parents.

Two awards are presented during the 
dinner every year. The first is the David M. 
Fraser Award for Engineering Excellence and 
Leadership. 

This award is named after a 2004 graduate 
who was killed in action by an improved 
explosive device in November 2006 in Iraq.  

The qualifying criteria for the award is that 
nominees must be pursuing an engineering 
degree and have a minimum 3.0 cumulative 
GPA. After cadets submit nominees, a 
vote takes place among the future engineer 
branched cadets.  

This year, the elected winner was Cadet 
Blake Bequette. Retired Col. Kurt Ubbelohde, 
the vice president of SAME presented the 
award to Bequette.

The second award presented on the evening 
was the Sapper Spirit Award, which is given 
to the top ranked cadet who is pursuing an 
engineering degree and branching engineers.  
Coincidentally, that was also Bequette.  

Retired Maj. Gen. Clair Gill, a 1965 
USMA grad, and former president of AEA, 
presented the award. AEA also purchased 

money clips for the cadets bearing the iconic 
engineer castle.

Although al l  123 cadets  branched 
engineers, all will not be going straight to 

Class of  2017 
C a d e t  B l a k e 
Bequette receives 
t h e  D a v i d  M . 
F r a s e r  Aw a r d 
from retired Col. 
Kurt Ubbelohde 
d u r i n g  t h e 
annual Engineer 
Dinner April 21 at 
Eisenhower Hall. 
The Fraser Award 
is for Engineering 
Excellence and 
Leadership, and 
n a m e d  a f t e r 
a  2004  USMA 
graduate  who 
died from an IED 
in 2006 in Iraq.
Photo by  2nd lt. blaKE 
ridlEy

Fort Leonard Wood for training this summer.  
A handful have been accepted into 1-2 year 

graduate programs and fellowships around 
the world.



9April 28, 2016Pointer View  

Force Protection Exercise: Are You Ready?
Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The Situation
It’s Tuesday, April 19, a little after 6 a.m.  

You might be waking up or on your morning 
jog when you hear a high-pitched medal 
screeching sound and immediately see smoke in 
the distance. You realize that a train has derailed 
and caught fire.  

Ten train cars are piled up, two of the cars 
are on fire while others are leaking oil into the 
Hudson River. 

As a member of the West Point community, 
you’re immediately involved with the incident 
that has just occurred. What do you do?  

Are you ready for an event of this magnitude 
to happen at West Point?  

The Reality
The U.S. Military Academy is located just 

50 miles from New York City and is home to 
cadets, military officers, non-commissioned 
officers and civilians. In addition to the 
academy, West Point has a child development 
center, schools and a hospital.  

West Point also has a train track with a half-
mile section of rail that runs through a tunnel 
underneath Central Area, the main academic and 
cadet billeting area.

Every day, trains carrying hazardous 
materials transit West Point. While most of the 
trains across the country reach their destination 
without incident, the possibility of a derailment 
exists, necessitating the need for preparedness.

 In the event of a rail disaster on West Point, 
would your preparedness empower or impair 
you? The choice is yours to make.

The Relevance
Bakken crude oil, the type that is transported 

through West Point, is particularly volatile and 
has the properties of gasoline; it explodes easily 
and burns intensely. Each train can include over 
one hundred cars, each carrying 30 thousand 
gallons of oil. A worst-case derailment could 
affect lives, property, the environment and 
operations for months.

Impressed by this potential, Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. directed West Point 
officials to review and assess all related rail 
emergency preparedness plans and capabilities. 

The Planning
Dr. Christopher Hennen and Joe Colombo, 

DPTMS, were charged with overseeing the 
preparedness effort.

“We committed ourselves to better preparing 
West Point for a rail emergency,” Hennen said.  
“We spent eight months readying ourselves 
for this important assessment giving attention 
to several critical aspects of response such as 
environmental health and a multi-jurisdictional 
command structure.”  

“The complexity of the incident and the 
reliance upon mutual aid necessitated a more 
composite organizational structure; it’s not just 
a West Point problem,” Hennen added.  “The 
Coast Guard, FEMA, EPA, CSX and New 
York State all have a stake in the response and 
resolution of a large-scale derailment.”

 “The scope and scale of this exercise was 

far greater and far more challenging than any 
exercise that we’ve undertaken,” Colombo said.  
“Because nobody had any prior experience with 
unified command or addressing environmental 
health concerns, we approached the design and 
execution of the exercise a bit differently.”

Because of this situation’s distinctive 
differences from past exercises, the planning 
team had the challenge of breaking up the 
incident into different pieces to make sure all 
areas were covered.

“We do this different than most installations,” 
Colombo said.  “We don’t just do an exercise for 
that day, actually the exercise started back on the 
25th of February when the Corps of Cadets self-
evacuated themselves from their barracks up to 
the Foley Center, after planning, coordinating 
and then conducting their own evacuation of 
Central Area.”

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  Aw a r e n e s s 
Campaign

April marked the beginning of the 
community awareness campaign, explaining 
the scenario to the community and informing 
them of their roles if a situation was to arise.

“The challenge we face is getting you to 
become a responder, not a victim,” Colombo 
said, “But it’s upon you, so you have the choice 
whether to be prepared or not.”

The community awareness campaign serves 
two purposes: one, to educate the community on 
potential hazards and how to respond effectively 
to them, and two, to provide the community 
emergency preparedness information so they are 
capable of making informed personal decisions 
for you and your family during an incident.

Hennen noted that emergency personnel 
like Military Police, Firefighters and Medical 
personnel are proficient at their jobs; however, 
as a community member, you must be able to 
do your part as well.

“The real unknown is how effectively will 
the community respond to an incident?” Hennen 
asked.  

The Exercise
The Full-Scale Protection Exercise took 

place April 18-22. The week began with 
random anti-terrorism measures on Monday 
and Tuesday, urging each work place to close 
their windows, lock their doors, and know who 
is coming through their office.  

The staged incident occurred Wednesday 
through Friday, but was simulated as just one 
day.

“We had to use three days to get at all of 
the activities we need to get at. The workshop 
on Wednesday, the actual conduct of unified 
command on Thursday and then on Friday, we 
used our common operating picture, web EOC, 
and the virtual EOC and the JIC exercise,” 
Colombo said. “So it took us three days to do 
all the things we needed to do for the incident. 
We wrote the narrative that it happened on the 
19th of April.”

Over 200 people were involved in the 
unified command exercise on Thursday, many 
of whom were off-post operations. The Coast 
Guard being one of them.

Coast Guard Captain Michael Day, the Coast 

Guard Captain of the Port, has worked on oil 
spills like the Exxon Valdez and the BP oil spill 
in the Gulf.  

He said events like this can happen more 
often than you think. He noted how important 
it is to make sure you’re ready if something 
were to occur.

“I think preparedness always pays big 
dividends,” Day said.  “I think that we don’t want 
to be doing discovery learning during an event, 
who’s doing what, what the responsibilities 
are, so just to have those discussions I think is 
a best practice, and we’ve seen that time and 
again throughout the country that preparedness 
pays dividends.

“We’re delighted to have the opportunity 
to be here at West Point,” Day continued. “It’s 
really unique and I look forward to the outcomes 
and what we learn from this.”

The Outcome
Although this Force Protection Exercise was 

different from any other exercise the Emergency 
Operations Center has practiced at West Point, 
groups were able to come together in the unified 
command structure and take care of the greater 
problem.

They also learned the shortcomings that the 
West Point needs to work on.

“It’s really important to understand that 
when we do these exercises, we’re looking at not 
necessarily what went right with our plans, but 
what didn’t go as well as we wanted them to go” 
Colombo said. “So it’s really about exercising 
it and then looking at what we need to look at 
and make a correction.”

Much like other installations, West Point 
has limited response resources and looks to its 
community to be a part of the solution.

According to the National Preparedness 
standard, individuals must be able to take care 
of themselves for the first 72 hours after an 
incident occurs. 

Because of this, Hennen and Colombo 
urge community members to do their part to 
becoming active responders.

“If we have an Achilles heel when it comes 
to community preparedness, it’s enlisting our 
community members to take the necessary 
actions to assist themselves and, indirectly, our 
responders in addressing the threat,” Hennen 
said. “So a big part of our exercise design is 
less about how do we assess fire, medical, 
law enforcement’s ability to do their jobs, 
but educating and training the community to 
respond to an incident.” 

The Takeaway
As a member of the West Point community, 

it is your responsibility to do three simple but 
important ways to be ready: Get a Kit—Make 
a Plan—Be Informed. 

Start by updating your continuity of 
operations plans, evacuation plans and contact 
rosters for your office and home. You have the 
obligation to prepare yourself, your organization  
and your family in the event of an emergency.  

For more information, visit their website at 
www.westpoint.army.mil/storm_ready.html.

The West Point Emergency Management 
Team is ready, but the more important question 
is: Are You Ready? 

Joe Colombo, Plans and Operations specialist and one of the directors of the 
Force Protection Exercise, speaks to a New York State Police officer during 
the Full-Scale Protection Exercise April 21 at the Kimsey Center.
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Ring ceremony signifies acceptance of 200 engineering cadets 
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

West Point is one of the premier engineering 
undergraduate colleges in the nation and in 
keeping with that ideal, roughly 200 cadets 
majoring in or branching into the Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering, Environmental 
Engineering, Chemical Engineering and 
Engineering Management and Systems 
Engineering received a stainless steel ring to 
signify acceptance of the obligation of engineers 
in a ring ceremony April 19 at Robinson 
Auditorium. 

Lt .  Col.  Phil ip Dacunto,  academy 
professor in the Department of Geography and 
Environmental Engineering, gave a brief history 
of the Order of the Engineer.

Dacunto spoke about the Quebec bridge 
disaster which collapsed September 1916, for 
the second time. 

The bridge also collapsed in 1907 and 
75 workers lost their lives in that disaster. 
Eighty-five workers lost their lives in the 1916 
disaster, which was the result of poor design 
and materials.

“The consulting engineer, Theodore Cooper, 
was to blame for the disaster,” Dacunto said. 
“He was also highly criticized for the 1907 
disaster.”

Although obvious stresses in the bridge 
had been reported to Cooper, he ignored them, 
thinking that the stresses were due to the work 
that was being done and was unimportant. 
Cooper had not visited the site to inspect the 
bridge after construction had begun. 

“Cooper also increased the bridge weight 
from the original 31,400 tons,” Dacunto said. 

“This figure never arrived. Cooper increased it 
to 36,000 tons and continued with the original 
design despite the increase in weight. The bridge 
was close to collapsing.”

 Today, all graduating engineers from 
Canadian universities receive an iron ring to 
remind them of the Quebec disaster and the 
social responsibility engineers have in the 
proper design and execution of projects. The 
Canadian ring ceremony is called “The Ritual 
of the Calling of an Engineer.” 

The ceremony that began in 1926 included 
a secret ceremony, using a wrought iron ring 
and administering an oath written by Rudyard 
Kipling.

The American ring is stainless steel and the 
first ring ceremony was held at Cleveland State 
University in Cleveland June 4, 1970.

In the West Point ceremony, cadets 
placed their hand inside a makeshift ring 
(West Point Link Ring) and a department 
representative placed the ring on the pinky of the 
dominant hand, “so that as they go about their 
engineering business drafting plans, designs 
and specifications, it will clatter along their 
desk to constantly remind them of their solemn 
obligation to the profession and to society,” 
Lt. Col. Gregory Boylan, assistant professor in 
Systems Engineering, said.

The guest speaker was John F. Hedderich, 
III, director, Armaments Research, Development 
and Engineering Center, Picatinny Arsenal, New 
Jersey (ARDEC). 

“This is about you,” Hedderich said. “You 
are thinking about service to your country. I 
know that we talked about the Quebec bridge 
accident, but I always think of the Challenger 
(disaster). You have a secret formula here 

Class of 2016 Cadet Willahelm Wan receives a stainless steel ring April 19 from 
Gunnar Tamm, professor in the Civil and Mechanical Engineering Department, 
during the Order of the Engineer ceremony. Roughly 200 cadets and some 
faculty received the ring from their department representatives. New engineers 
wear their rings on the pinky finger of their dominant hand, so that as they go 
about their engineering business drafting plans, designs and specifications, it 
will clatter along their desk to constantly remind them of their solemn obligation 
to the profession and to society.
at West Point. You watch out for each other. 
You’re building it into your culture. What I see 
here all the time is honor and respect. Today is 
symbolizing that.”

Hedderich provides strategic leadership 
and managerial accountability to ARDEC’s 

obligation of more than $1.3 billion, 64 
laboratories and a work force over 4,000 
government and support personnel, including 
engineers and technical staff dedicated in 
delivering lethal and non-lethal armament 
solutions to the warfighter.

By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

Senior Jesse Glenn of the Army West Point 
Gymnastics team was named the 2016 recipient 
of the prestigious Nissen-Emery award April 14 
at the College Gymnastics Association (CGA) 
Awards Banquet held at the Boat House at 
Confluence Park in Columbus, Ohio, the site 
for this year’s NCAA Championships.

Glenn is the first of seven Black Knight 
finalists to win this honor since it was established 
in 1966. The Nissen-Emery Award is given 
annually to the nation’s outstanding senior 
gymnast and is the most coveted award in 
collegiate gymnastics. 

The award is presented annually to an 
outstanding senior collegiate gymnast based 
on gymnastic achievement, sportsmanship and 
academic excellence.

“This is a big deal,” said a smiling Army 
West Point head coach Doug Van Everen. “It 
is the highest award in the sport of gymnastics 
and it is not only a first for Army, but for the 
service academies as well. We are super proud 
of Jesse; he has worked hard and he deserves 
the recognition.

“It is a huge exposure for our program and 

Gymnast Glenn named 2016 Nissen-Emery Award recipient
it means that you can reach the highest level 
coming to West Point. Everyone knows it now. 
This is a big deal. There were a lot of great 
athletes up there and this year we got it.”

Ranked among the national leaders 
throughout his four years at Army, Glenn holds 
school marks for high bar (15.45) and all-around 
(88.45), to include the top 10 scores in each. He 
ranks second all-time on parallel bars (14.7) and 
is among the top eight on floor exercise (15.15), 
still rings (14.9) and vault (15.0).

Glenn heads into his  third NCAA 
Championship ranked No. 1 nationally on 
high bar with a 15.288 average, is ninth as an 
all-arounder (85.963) and lists in the top 28 on 
floor exercise (14.80), pommel horse (14.475) 
and vault (14.813).

The ECAC Senior Gymnast of the Year, 
Glenn is a nine-time conference champion— 
three as an all-arounder and on high bar, along 
with vault, parallel bars and floor exercise. A 
2016 USAG National High Bar champion, he 
is also a nine-time USAG All-American. Glenn 
earned four certificates this year in all-around, 
high bar, parallel bars and vault, and overall is 
two-time selection in all-around, high bar and 
parallel bars.

“The award means a lot and it is pretty 

cool,” said Glenn, who was still reeling from his 
selection. “We are getting better as a team and 
this is a major benchmark along with qualifying 
so many guys for the NCAAs.

 “This is a culmination and I am proud of 
this, but it is the team and the coaches pushing 
together. I see it as not only my award but the 
team’s as well, because without them pushing 
and encouraging me, it would not have been 
possible. With them pushing themselves and 
working just as hard, I was motivated and they 
were motivated and because successful with this 
result. I am really happy and it does a lot for the 
program,” Glenn added.

 Among Glenn’s career weekly honors are 
three ECAC Gymnast of the Week citations, 
ECAC Rookie the Week, CGA Collegiate 
Division gymnast of the week twice, along with 
being selected eight times as the Army Athletic 
Association's Athlete of the Week.

 Glenn’s highest weekly accolade was 
earned this year the week ending Feb. 14 when 
he was selected as the NCAA National Gymnast 
of the Week following his performance at the 
All-Academy Championships. He is just the 
second Black Knight to earn that honor and 
first since 2007.

The original Nissen Award was named 

in honor of George Nissen, a former NCAA 
champion, for his contributions to men’s 
gymnastics. 

The award was re-named the Nissen-Emery 
Award in 1998 to honor Dr. Robert Emery, 
a Penn State graduate, who won the Nissen 
Award in 1969.

The “Heisman Trophy” of gymnastics, 
the Nissen-Emery Award is inscribed with the 
following motto:

“The true champion seeks excellence 
physically, mentally, socially, and morally.”

The Nissen-Emery Award does not only 
honor the collegiate senior gymnast who 
has established an outstanding record of 
achievement during his college career. 

More than simply an award for gymnastics 
excellence, the winner must also meet these 
requirements:

•  He must be an example of good 
sportsmanship and fair play…a champion in 
defeat as well as in victory.

• He must maintain a high standard of 
scholarship throughout his college career.

Glenn was joined by his teammates, 
who competed April 16-18 at the NCAA 
Championships where the Black Knights 
challenged for a national title. 
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

mattloza16: It was an honor to get to meet and hear general 
bostick speak to us #essayons #ducksfl ytogether2016

daltongene: This award is just as important to me as everyone involved. 
Thanks E4 #staffoffi cersmatter

p_furlong: Sports. #beatem #GoldStarnIceCream 

swimamylessly: I feel blessed to fi nd someone who showed so 
much joy in everything she encountered. It was so fun to escort all 
the athletes today, and I look forward to doing it again next year!
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Army Sailing Spring Open Regatta

Enjoy the spring weather and cheer on the home team during 
the Army Sailing team’s home regatta. Racing will occur from 
noon-4 p.m. Saturday at the River Courts near South Dock.  

Army will compete against six other teams, including 
Columbia, Syracuse, Stony Brook and the University at Buffalo. 

There will be food for purchase and lawn games will be 
onsite during the event. 

For details, contact Maj. Matty Haith at 938-0041.

Answer to Cancer
Bike for a future immune to cancer with the Cancer Research 

Institute’s “Answer to Cancer” fundraiser event. 
Join the Institute June 25 for a unique cycling journey that 

kicks off with a special military procession through the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and continues through the 
challenging terrain of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Highlights of the 25-, 50- or 100-mile route options include 
a breathtaking view at the scenic Storm King Highway. 

All of event proceeds will support lifesaving cancer 
immunotherapy research. 

Opportunities are available for riders or volunteers. Visit 
www.a2c.org to learn more and register.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at 
Washington Hall Room 4101. 

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Carlos 
Evans at 254-575-9817 or Secretary Sgt. 1st Class Cinnamon 
Chambers at 909-562-5924.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
FAST Class

Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 
Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from May 23-June 13. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or nancy.judd@usma.edu 

or Neil Sakumoto at 938-5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Nature Museum offers Guided Mother’s Day Nature 
Hike

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum is offering a guided 
Mother’s Day Nature Hike at 10 a.m. May 8 at the Outdoor 
Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola 
Road, Cornwall. 

Join Environmental Educator Carl Heitmuller for a Mother’s 
Day morning of fresh air and sunshine on a guided woodland 
walk along the stroller friendly trails to seek out the sights and 
sounds of spring. 

Along the way, you will collect some items to make a unique 
craft you can give as a gift.  

This event is for all ages. There is an admission fee. 
For details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. x204.

American Propaganda during World War I
The West Point Museum is featuring a variety of media 

including artwork, music, posters, newspapers, film and political 
cartoons created or heavily influenced by the Committee on 
Public Information during World War I. 

The exhibit called, “Championing a Nation,” features artwork 
by artists Lester Hornby, Norman Ritchie and Joseph Pennell, as 
well as original World War I music and film.

When President Woodrow Wilson declared America’s 
entrance into World War I, the public was primarily supportive 
of his decision. 

However, the question remained, “How do we achieve 
universal solidarity and support for this endeavor?” 

Enter the Committee on Public Information, a group that 
shaped the whole of American opinion about the war and 
America’s role in it from 1917-19.

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Annual USMA Kosciuszko Memorial Observance 
and Conference

The U.S. Military Academy will conduct its annual 
Kosciuszko Memorial Observance at 12:30 p.m. Saturday at 
the Kosciuszko Monument, immediately following the Cadet 
Review, which is at 11:15 a.m.. 

The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at 
West Point will hold its annual Kosciuszko Conference from 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday at the Thayer Hotel. 

All are invited to attend these events. 
For a detailed schedule and information, visit www.

kosciuszkoatwestpoint.org. For additional details, contact 
Steve Olejasz at olejaszs@aol.com.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. 

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Community
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees.

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@

usma.edu for details or an appointment. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
West Point 5K/10K

Registration for the West Point 5K/10K on May 7 is now 
open. Search keywords “West Point 5K/10K” on Active.com 
to sign-up. Online registration is open until Wednesday. 

For details, call 845-938-4690.

Kids’ Fishing Derby
Presented by MWR and West Point Bass Club, the Kids’ 

Fishing Derby will be held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. May 14 at the 
Round Pond Recreation Area. 

The Derby is open to all ages 5-15 who are residents of 
West Point, Stewart, Town of Highlands or a child of a West 
Point employee. 

There is a minimal charge for this event, which includes 
lunch. It is free for families of deployed Soldiers. 

Register by calling 938-2503.

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 6 and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

Become a Family Child Care Provider
Family Child Care is a great opportunity for those who want 

to stay home with their children. 
You can become a certifi ed provider and supplement your 

family’s income by caring for children in your home. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, Family Child Care director, 

at erin.faherty@usma.edu or call 938-0086. 

Practice with the Golf Pro
Come out to the West Point Golf Course for practice with 

Andy Crane, PGA golf pro, and let him help you improve your 
game. Saturday practice runs from 10 a.m.-noon on May 7, 14, 
21 and 28. Sunday practice runs from 4-6 p.m. on May 8 and 22. 

To register, call the Pro Shop at 845-938-2435.

2016 Army Emergency Relief Campaign
For the past 74 Years, Army Emergency Relief (AER) has 

made a difference in enhancing the readiness and relieving the 
distress of Soldiers and their families by providing $1.7 billion 
in needed fi nancial assistance. 

Through May 15 is the annual “AER Fund Campaign” at 
West Point. Our goal this year is to raise $28,000, which will 
go toward emergency assistance for Soldiers, retirees and Army 
families (cadets for emergency travel while on emergency leave.) 

The campaign theme, “Never Leave a Soldier Behind,” 
carries the solemn and enduring promise of Soldiers Helping 
Soldiers—Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.” 

For information on how to provide a donation, call Sa’eed 
Mustafa at 845-938-0636 or email saeed.mustafa@usma.edu.

Morgan Farm Memorial Day Weekend Special
Need a place to board your pet for the holiday weekend? Get 

four days of boarding for the price of three.
Drop off your pet on May 27 and pick-up on May 31. 
For details or to make reservations, call 938-3926.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm is offering three-day and fi ve-day summer 

riding camps for kids ages 5 and up. No prior experience 
necessary. 10 percent discount to families of deployed Soldiers.  

For details, call 938-3926 or email westpointmwr.com/
morgan.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Leisure Travel Services May events (updated) 
Join Leisure Travel Services for a tour of New York City 

Sunday. Leave West Point at 8 a.m., leave NYC at 4 p.m. Explore 
the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens then shopping and lunch on 
Atlantic Ave. in Brooklyn. 

Purchase tickets to the Broadway performance of Aladdin 
for the May 19 show. Leave West Point at 4 p.m., leave NYC 
after the show.

See the famous Bronx Zoo or the NY Botanical Gardens on 
May 25. Leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave NYC at 3:30 p.m.

For ticket pricing and reservations, call 938-3601. 

Murder Mystery Dinner Theater

FOR THE ADULTS

The West Point Club presents “The Honeymoon Murders” 
Mystery Dinner Theater at 8 p.m. Friday. 

Enjoy an evening of fi ne cuisine and crime with the Killing 
Kompany, where professional stage, TV and fi lm actors are seated 
among you and where you can be part of the show. 

The night includes dinner, dancing and a brand new comedy 
murder mystery. 

This show contains adult content and adult situations, which 
may not be appropriate for all ages and/or tastes.  

There is a minimal fee for this event. Reservations are 
required. For reservations and more details, call 938-5120.

Ladies four-week Golf Clinic
Join the West Point Golf Course for its fi rst Ladies’ Clinic of 

the year. This four-session course will cover the entire game of 
golf from tee to green, and everything in between. 

Beginners are welcome. Friday clinics run from 10-11 a.m. 
Friday, May 6, 13 and 20. Saturday clinics run from 1-2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 7, 14 and 21. 

To register, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

Military Spouse Appreciation Day
Celebrate Military Spouse Appreciation Day from 11 a.m-

1:30 p.m. May 6 at the West Point Club for special savings at 
lunch.

With your purchase of a full-price lunch meal, your military 
spouse dines half price. For details, call 938-5120.

MWR Summer Softball League sign-ups
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2016 Intramural  

Summer Softball League sign-ups. 
The league is open to all USMA personnel 18 years of age 

and older. 
Games will be played at the H-Lot softball fi elds, behind 

the Shopette near Stony Lonesome, starting May 31 and will 
run approximately through Aug. 10. Games are played 6-9 p.m. 
Monday-Wednesday with possible make-up dates on Thursdays.

Deadline for team entries will be May 16. 
For more information, contact James McGuinness at 938-

3066 or by e-mail at jim.mcguinness@usma.edu. 

ACS ERP Spring Class
Do you know about all the preferences given to transitioning 

military members, veterans and military spouses?  
Attend the Employment Readiness Program’s Military 

Spouse Preference Information Session from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
May 17. 

The class will cover all the preferences for which you might 
be eligible, what they mean during the application process, and 
how to utilize the preference. 

Classes are held at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 

or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

ACS ERP Résumé Open Houses
Stop by the Employment Readiness Program at ACS, Bldg. 

622 anytime on May 25 or June 7 to have your résumé reviewed, 
to prep for an interview, to practice your ‘elevator speech’ or just 
to see what the program can offer the jobseeker.  

No RSVP or appointment needed, doors are open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.  

For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 
or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 

Arts & Crafts May class schedule (updated)
• Tuesday—Pint Sized Picasso, 10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-

4:30 p.m. Hieronymus Bosh-themed classes are for grades K-5.
• May 5—Little Impressionist, 10:30-11 a.m. For ages 2 

and up. 
• May 10—Cookies and Canvas, “Sugar Skull,” 5-6:30 

p.m. We provide the snacks, paint and pre-sketched canvas, you 
provide the kids. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

Mother’s Day Brunch
Come out to the West Point Club on May 8 for its traditional 

Mother’s Day Brunch. 
Two seatings are available at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Pre-paid 

reservations are required by calling 845-938-5120.

Bull Pond an affordable vacation
If you’re looking for an affordable family vacation close to 

home, MWR has just the place for you. 
The Bull Pond “complex,” located fi ve miles from Round 

Pond off Route 293, on the West Point Reservation, offers a 
trout stocked lake, a fully-equipped cottage, a gazebo, a sand 
beach swim area with aluminum raft, paddle boat, canoe and 
V-bottom row boat moored at a boat house with pool table and 
boating amenities. 

For details, call 938-2503. 

and family outings. 
It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 

included in packages. 
For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.
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West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-May 5
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of April 28-May 5
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

Make a craft from the heart. 9:30-10:30 
a.m. Wednesday at 126 Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com   
with name and ages of children attending 
before Monday. 

•  Lending Library : WPFH will 
be starting a book lending library at the 
Communities Center, 126 Washington Road. 

We are asking for your donation of new 
or gently used books that will be used to build 
up our new lending library which will be a 
permanent activity for all of our residents to 
share and enjoy. 

The types of books we need for our library 
are series, children’s, drama, mystery, etc. The 
only rule for the lending library is, once you 
have fi nished reading your book we ask that 
you return it so it can be enjoyed by other 
residents.

• Earth Day Open House: The West 
Point Recycling Center will hold its Earth 
Day Open House from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. today. 

The event will include the Home 
Depot kid workshop sponsored by WPFH, 
Recycling Center tours, free hot dogs, T-shirts 
and giveaways.

• Child Safety Seat inspection: Have 
your child safety seats checked by a Child 
Passenger Safety Technician at Fire Station 
II on Stony Lonesome from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

Sparky and the fi re department will give 
the group a tour of the fi re house. WPFH will 
have children crafts and refreshments. No 
registration required.

• Mother’s Day Crafts: What do you 
get for the mother that has everything? 

Friday—The Jungle Book, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Miracles from Heaven, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—10 Cloverfi eld Lane, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com / r ee l - t im e - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

National Drug Take-Back Day is 
Saturday

Keller Army Community Hospital will 
be accepting medications for turn in at 
Eisenhower Hall from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Use the drug take back day if you have a 
large amount to turn in. 

Keller Army Community Hospital also 
has two medication return “amnesty” bins: 
one located in the main lobby and one by the 
stairwell in the Allgood Clinic. 

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of May, June and August. There 
will be no classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

The May sessions are scheduled for 
6-9:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 11 and 18. 
The June and August sessions will be all-day 
courses, scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. June 18 
and Aug. 13. 

For more information and/or to arrange a 
seat for the classes, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 938-3210. 

Now is the Time: Schedule your 
pediatric appointments for summer 
physicals

Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Primary Care Department has open pediatric 
appointments for school physicals, and 
summer sports and camp physicals. 

You can schedule an appointment 
through TRICARE online at https://
www.tricareonline.com/ or by calling the 
appointment center at 938-7992 or 800-552-
2907.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force 
and enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Let us know if we are achieving this 
by filling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@
usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@
mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.
marsh@usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.
dunham@usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

Posner named Feagin Program Director
Lt. Col. Matthew A. Posner, M.D., has been named as the next director of 
the John A. Feagin, Jr. Orthopaedic Sports Medicine Fellowship Program. 
Posner is a 1994 U.S. Military Academy graduate, and has earned medical 
degrees from Loyola University–Chicago (2001) and Penn State College 
of Medicine (2006). He completed an orthopaedic residency at William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, El Paso, Texas, in 2011, and completed a 
John A. Feagin Jr. Sports Medicine Fellowship in 2012. The John A. Feagin, 
Jr. Orthopaedic Sports Medicine Fellowship Program at West Point is the 
only Department of Defense Orthopaedic Sports Medicine Fellowship and 
is partnered with the Orthopaedic Residency Program at the Hospital for 
Special Surgery in New York City. Annually, two active duty fellows are 
trained at West Point in the full spectrum of Orthopaedic Sports Medicine 
in preparation for future service to the entire DOD community. 
           courtEsy Photo
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Softball downs Holy Cross, reaches 30 wins
Junior second baseman Alee Rashenskas notched a couple of RBI singles to help the Army West Point Softball team to a 10-2 win in five innings over Holy Cross 
Sunday in Worcester, Mass. With the win, the Black Knights reached 30 wins for the first time since 2013 and are now 10-4 in the Patriot League Conference.
                                  Photo courtEsy of arMy athlEtic coMMunications

sPorts

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Softball team earned 
its 30th win of the season Sunday afternoon 
when the Black Knights defeated Holy Cross 
10-2 in five innings in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

The Black Knights did not allow a run until 
the bottom of the fourth inning and denied a 
comeback by the Crusaders late in the fifth to 
complete the series sweep.

The win marks Army’s fifth straight win 
for the longest streak of the season as the Black 

Knights improved to 30-16 overall and 10-4 in 
the league. 

It is the first time since the 2013 season that 
the Cadets reached 30 wins and had double digit 
conference victories. 

This was also the second series of the year 
that Army won all three games after previously 
sweeping Boston University.

The Black Knights came out strong in the 
third game of the Holy Cross series with a two 
run lead after the first inning. 

Junior second baseman Alee Rashenskas 
and sophomore first baseman Emily Gray both 

notched RBIs to put Army ahead.
In the top of the third, Rashenskas struck 

again with an RBI single up the middle to send 
senior third baseman Kasey McCravey home. 

Three more runs came in during the span 
with an RBI from sophomore right fielder 
Kristen McPeek, junior designated player/
pitcher Caroline Smith and freshman catcher 
Maddie Kim. 

Through four, the Black Knights jumped 
ahead 7-1 with an infield one-run single by 
McPeek and a walking score by the Crusaders.

Army tallied three more in the fifth to pad 

the lead to 10-1 with Wadyka garnering two RBI 
and Rashenskas with her third RBI on the day.

Holy Cross had an unearned run in the 
fifth, but the Army defense was able to hold the 
Crusaders off to end the game in five innings.

Junior pitcher Kristen West picked up the 
win for Army to improve to 13-2 on the season 
with action in 3.2 innings. Smith stepped to the 
rubber for 1.1 innings and added one strikeout.

With today’s two runs by McCravey, the 
senior infielder and lead-off batter has now tied 
for the No. 1 spot in Army’s career record book 
for runs scored with 161.
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Sims shines with blazing time at Larry Ellis Invitational

Freshman Ben Sims blazed to victory in the 100-meter dash with a time of 10.47 seconds at the Larry Ellis Invitational 
April 23 in Princeton, N.J.                                    Photo courtEsy of arMy athlEtic coMMunications

Women’s Track and Field ends with a pair of third-place finishes

By Joshua Gleason
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Track and 
Field team put multiple individuals on top of 
the podium on the final day of the Larry Ellis 
Invitational April 23 in Princeton, New Jersey. 

Freshman Ben Sims shined with victory in 
the 100-meter dash in a blazing time of 10.47 
seconds. Sophomore Tyler Davis also had a solid 
showing in the event, finishing seventh (10.72).

“Ben Sims was outstanding,” said Director 
of Track and Field and Cross Country Mike 
Smith. “Freshman Trevor Touchton is another 
one of our guys who is really starting to emerge. 
He is a veteran good competitor and is always 
in the hunt in his races.”

Touchton also claimed victory in the 
800-meter run (1:51.24) while freshman Ben 
Boswell finished fifth (1:52.91) and junior John 
Monday placing eighth (1:53.73).

Sims joined junior Jose Santana, freshman 
Kevin Dyer and Davis in the 4x100 meter 
relay for a time of 40.67 seconds to claim third 
place, losing by only .24 to the Cornell quartet 
that won. 

The time was also the second-best time in 
Academy history, only behind the quartet’s own 
time at the Army-Navy outdoor event this year.

Santana also shined in the 400 meter dash, 
placing second and finishing in 47.54. 

Dyer added an eighth-place finish in the 
200 meter dash in which the fellow freshman 
finish in 21.62 and as the second-highest placing 
freshman in the event.

Senior Tom Girardot 1,500-meter run time 
of 3:58.34 was good enough for ninth place out 
of 50 runners.

“We are two weeks out from the conference 
meet and our people are continiung to put up 
marks,” Smith said. “We just need to keep 
building momentum and take care of the little 
things so that we are ready to go when it counts.”

By Joshua Gleason
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Track and Field 
team concluded at the Larry Ellis Invitational hosted 
by Princeton and featured a pair of third-place finishes. 
Senior Cody Rothschild (Discus Throw—44.18 
meters) and sophomore Briyah Brown (Shot Put—
14.93 meters) each stood on the podium for the Black 
Knights at the days end.

“Those performances today and the improvements 
we had last night from both the men and the women 
are what I have come to expect from our team,” 
Director of Track and Field and Cross Country Mike 
Smith said. “We need to continue to get better as the 
season progresses.”

Freshman Cassie Mundekis had another good 
performance in the 800-meter run. The youngster 
finished sixth in a field of 56 in a time of 2:11.60.

Senior Haley Winters added an 11th-place finish 
in the 100-meter dash with a time of 12.16.

Army will hit the track again next at the prestigious 
Penn Relays Friday.

S e n i o r  C o d y 
R o t h s c h i l d 
(pictured with the 
Shot Put) finished 
in third place with 
a Discus Throw 
of 44.18 meters 
at the Larry Ellis 
Invitational April 
23 in Princeton, 
N.J .  Teammate 
sophomore Briyah 
Brown tossed the 
Shot  Put  14.93 
meters for a third-
place finish.                 
Photo courtEsy of arMy 
athlEtic coMMunications
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McCarthy gets three hits, but Navy sweeps Army
Sophomore left fielder John McCarthy had three hits in the final game of the Army West Point- Navy series Sunday in Annapolis, Md. Unfortunately for the 
Black Knights, it didn’t help them win as they lost to the Midshipmen 3-1 and were swept all four games.                    Photo courtEsy of arMy athlEtic coMMunications

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Baseball team ran 
into a buzz saw in Kyle Condry in the series 
finale as Navy used a 3-1 victory to sweep the 
series Sunday from Max Bishop Stadium in 
Annapolis, Maryland.

“We faced good pitching this weekend,” 
said head coach Matt Reid. “Their pitchers 
threw a lot of strikes and mixed their pitches 
very well. I give them a lot of credit. Their 

catcher Chinnery does a great job. We need to 
tighten up our offensive approach this week 
and get ready to play a good Marist team on 
Wednesday. We need to be able to put balls in 
play more competitively.”

Kyle Condry was locked in throughout 
his outing, allowing one earned run on three 
hits and a walk while striking out seven in 7.2 
innings of work for Navy (32-11-1, 11-4 PL). 

Condry carried a perfect game into the 
fifth inning, retiring the first 12 Black Knights 
(14-28, 5-11 PL) he faced before sophomore 

left fielder John McCarthy shot a single into 
left field to lead off the top of the fifth inning.

The Army starting pitcher, freshman 
pitcher Daniel Burggraaf, was able to hold 
his own throughout the majority of his outing 
as well. 

Burggraaf scattered three hits through 
his first five innings of work, stretching his 
scoreless innings streak to 12.

After working through the first two batters 
of the fifth, Burggraaf conceded the game’s 
first runs as the Midshipen strung together four 

consecutive hits to take a 2-0 lead. An RBI 
single by Stephen Born extended the lead to 
three runs the next inning.

Army responded in the top of the eighth 
that started with a one-out double by senior 
first baseman Ryan Levenhagen. 

Junior shortstop Kris Lindner walked two 
batters later, chasing Condry from the game. 

An infield single by junior right fielder 
David Monge plated the Black Knights’ only 
run of the game, bringing in Levenhagen from 
third.
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Plunkett paces Army Golf to third-place finish

Today

4 p.m.—SofTball  vS. 
m a r i S T  (dH ) ,  a r m y 
SofTball Complex.

SaTurday

NooN—baSeball vS. leHigH 
(dH), doubleday field.

1 p .m.—SofTball  vS. 
maNHaTTaN (dH), army 
SofTball Complex.

SuNday

1 p.m.—baSeball vS. leHigH 
(dH), doubleday field.

may 7
1 p.m.—SofTball  vS. 
lafayeTTe (dH), army 
SofTball Complex.

may 8
1 p.m.—SofTball  vS. 
lafayeTTe, army SofTball 
Complex.

**To See THe upComiNg 
army WeST poiNT blaCk 
kNigHTS SCHedule iN april 
aNd may, v iS iT  WWW.
goarmyWeSTpo iNT.Com/
CaleNdar.aSpx?vType=liST.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Magarity signs a new five-year deal to coach WBB

Senior Marcus Plunkett hit an Army best four-under score of 212 to finish sixth overall as Army finished third overall as 
a team at the Til Duty is Done Collegiate Invitational over the weekend in Storrs, Conn.                                                  
                       Photo courtEsy of arMy athlEtic coMMunications

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Golf team competed 
to a third-place finish at the Til Duty is Done 
Collegiate Invitational during Sunday’s final 
round in Storrs, Connecticut with a two-over 
score of 285-293-288—866.

Senior Marcus Plunkett was Army’s top 
finisher with a four-under score of 212. On 
the weekend, he shot rounds of 70, 73 and 
69 to place tied for sixth. Junior Peter Kim 
and sophomore Dean Sakata were the Black 
Knights’ next-best finishers, tied for 13th place 
with 220 strokes apiece.

Senior Eric Peng finished in t-16th with a 
five-over score of 221, while junior Justin Pagila 
was in the top 25 with rounds of 72-78-73—223. 
Freshman Nick Turner competed to a t-35th 
finish with 229 strokes.

The tournament is named for Til Duty 
Is Done, a Connecticut-based, non-profit 
organization dedicated to helping military 
veterans with reintegration after returning from 
duty overseas. 

The aim of TDID is to reduce veteran 
homelessness and unemployment by linking and 
integrating existing organizations that provide 
education, employment training, employment, 
healthcare, mentorship and other supportive 
services.

By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

Army West Point Director of Athletics Boo Corrigan 
announced April 19 that the Academy has agreed to a new five-
year contract for head women’s basketball coach Dave Magarity. 
Terms of the agreement were not announced, but the new deal will 
keep Magarity on the Army sideline through the 2020-21 season.

Magarity recently completed his 10th season as head coach 
at Army and guided the Black Knights to their second Patriot 
League championship in the last three seasons in 2015-16. Under 

Magarity’s direction, Army set a program 
standard with 29 victories, as part of a 29-3 
overall record, that included a 17-1 mark in 
the Patriot League. Army’s 29 overall wins 
and 17 conference wins are both tied for the 
most in a single season in league history.

“This is a great day for Army women’s 
basketball and the future,” Corrigan 
said. “Dave has done a tremendous 
job of developing this program into 
a perennial contender in the Patriot 
League. The women’s team has achieved 
unprecedented success over the past four 
seasons especially, including setting Patriot 
League records with 99 wins and a .780 
winning percentage over that time. With 
everything Dave has done at West Point 
and with the players coming back and the 
success of this staff’s recruiting, we believe 
the future is bright.”

The winningest coach in team history with an overall mark 
of 198-108, Magarity coached Army to new heights in recent 
seasons, including amassing a 99-28 overall record during the 
last four years. The Black Knights’ 99 wins and .780 winning 
percentage from 2012-13 to 2015-16 are the best during a four-
year period in Patriot League history, including both men’s and 
women’s basketball.

Army has totaled four consecutive 20-win seasons and has 
been to four straight national postseason tournaments, including 
two trips to the NCAA Tournament and two more to the WNIT. 

Magarity was named Division I Coach of the Year by the 
Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association following the season 
to mark the second time in his 10 seasons at West Point he has 
garnered the honor.

Magarity, who also served as associate head coach under 
Maggie Dixon in 2005-06, has been a part of all three of Army’s 
Patriot League championships (2006, 2014, 2016).

“Coming off the season we had, I could not be more excited 
to continue to work with this team,” Magarity said. “It means 
a lot to me, and this program, to have the continued support of 
Mr. Corrigan and the administration as we look to continue to 
build on all we have accomplished. We graduate a very talented 
senior class this May, but I feel we have a strong corps of 
returning players that will allow us to contend for Patriot League 
championships. The credit goes to our terrific coaching staff and 
the job they do not only preparing our players, but also for the 
work they do in recruiting and developing the future of our team 
to help us reach all of our goals.”

Army West Point head coach Dave Magarity with his seniors after 
winning the 2016 Patriot League Tournament Championship in March 
agreed to a new five-year contract April 19.       Photo by Eric s. bartElt/PV


