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MOH recipient speaks to cadets
“There was valor everywhere that day. This is not mine,” Medal Of Honor recipient, retired Staff Sgt. Ryan Pitts, said. “I did not give any more than anybody else. 
The real heroes are the guys that didn’t come home. We carried that day together.” Pitts shared his experiences with cadets during the Modern War Institute 
speaker series event entitled, “Lessons from the Battle of Wanat, Afghanistan” Monday at Robinson Auditorium. See Page 3 for the MWI story.
                        Photo by michelle eberhart/PV



2 April 21, 2016

The Army civilian enterprise newspaper, the Pointer View, is an authorized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. Contents of the Pointer View are not necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Department of the Army or West Point.

The Pointer View ® is an unofficial publication authorized by AR 360-1. The editorial content of the 
Pointer View is the responsibility of the West Point Public Affairs Office, Bldg. 600, West Point, New York 
10996, (845) 938-2015. 

The Pointer View  is printed weekly  by the Times Herald-Record, a private firm in no way connected 
with the Department of the Army, under exclusive contract with West Point. The Times Herald-Record  is 
responsible for all commercial advertising.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, 
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services advertised by the U.S. Army 
or the Times Herald-Record.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use, 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, 
or patron. 

A confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of equal opportunity by an advertiser 
will result in the refusal to print advertising from that source.

To subscribe to the Pointer View or
if you have delivery problems, call 845-346-3214.

40 Mulberry Street, Middletown, NY 10940Pointer View  
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen, Jr.
Superintendent
Lt. Col. Christopher G. Kasker
Public Affairs Officer

®

Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor, 938-2015
Michelle Eberhart
PV Assistant Editor, 938-3079
Kathy Eastwood
PV Staff Writer, 938-3684

Pointer View  news & Features

Directorate of Emergency Services—‘First Line of Defense’
By Jamie Luyster
Garrison Commander’s Office

As you enter the West Point gates in your 
vehicle, security guards from the Directorate of 
Emergency Services check your identification 
with a warm greeting and a hearty, “have a nice 
day.” Rain or shine, or exposure to the extreme 
elements, they are the installation’s first line 
of defense.

Checking identification and inspecting 
vehicles that enter the installation is essential, 
however, this is one responsibility among the 
many provided by the DES that often goes 
unrecognized. 

“Every day there are people in the Directorate 
of Emergency Services who stand and do their 
job in the elements of the hot sun, the rain, the 
sleet and the snow,” Deputy to the U.S. Army 
Garrison West Point Garrison Commander, 

Thomas Cowan, said. “These servants of our 
community are a very special breed. They 
deserve our respect as they do their tasks 365 
days a year, seven days a week, 24 hours a day.

“It is often a thankless job,” Cowan added. 
“They stand ready to do everything to protect 
you or come to your aid, often putting their life 
on the line for you.”

While the DES is dedicated to providing a 
safe and secure environment for all who work, 
live and visit the over 16,000-acre installation, 
they face many unique factors.

Unlike other U.S. Army installations, West 
Point is home to the U.S. Military Academy, a 
federal service academy that has a full range of 
academic, military and NCAA athletic activities. 

“There is nothing that happens on this 
installation, whether it be day-to-day operations 
or a significant special event, that DES is not an 
essential element to its success,” USAG West 
Point Commander, Col. Landy Dunham, said. 

The Director of the DES, Lt. Col. Matthew 
Allison, added to Dunham’s praise by stating, 
“West Point is the only Army installation that 
has to implement the same security requirements 
as any other Army installation, while also 
supporting the USMA mission that allows 
civilian access to tour the installation.” 

Included within the DES are the Military 
Police Company, the Provost Marshal’s Office, 
Fire and Emergency Services and Physical 
Security Office.

The Military Police Company, Department 
of the Army security guards, game wardens and 
the West Point Fire Department serve as West 
Point’s first responders. 

“The MP Company is faced with a very 
challenging task here at West Point. With all of 
the VIP visitors, hunters and fishermen, tourists, 
Army Football games, graduation, funerals and 
special events, security of the central area and 
gates make it extremely difficult for Soldiers 
to train, attend schools, take leave or at times 
have predictable time off,” USAG West Point 
Command Sgt. Maj., Command Sgt. Maj. Joel 
Crawford, said. 

In addition to accommodating Army West 
Point Football games, which can attract over 
35,000 fans on game day, and the thousands of 
people who attend special events such as the 
Fourth of July celebration, the MP Company 
has the challenge of working with fewer Soldiers 
than standard MP companies.

Most recently, the MP Company and 
Department of the Army security guards took 
on the added mission of providing security for 
the area that the USMA cadets had secured in 

recent years—the Central Post Restricted Area. 
This involves providing security checks at static 
locations as well as walking patrols in order 
to mitigate the threat of an active shooter, the 
intrusion of a lost visitor and to provide security 
in an area where cadets learn, eat and sleep.

In the midst of its busy schedule, the 
MP Company strives to always improve 
its fundamental skills which are critical to 
supporting the community.

Currently being planned is “Green Cycle” 
training, which will include law enforcement 
certification courses and trainings focused on 
active shooter situations, felony traffic stops, 
domestic disturbance and other scenarios that 
could potentially take place at West Point.

The West Point Fire and Emergency 
Services of the DES also play a vital role in 
ensuring the safety of the West Point community. 
They accomplish this by providing emergency 
responses to fires, medical emergencies, water-
related emergencies, automobile extrication, 
hazardous material calls and any other 
emergencies that may occur.

They also provide an abundance of programs 
and activities for the community, including CPR 
and first aid training (at no cost), child car 
seat checks and inspections, fire station tours, 
children birthday party appearances, assisting 
Boy/Girl Scouts with emergency preparedness 
and providing home inspections on request.

An integral component of the DES is 
the Physical Security Branch. As the Army 
downsizes, obtaining the best physical security 
equipment possible has become critical. 

The responsibilities of the Physical Security 
Branch includes oversight for many contracts 
including the electronic security systems 
(keyless entries, video management systems and 
intrusion detection systems) and maintenance of 
the physical security equipment (active vehicle 
barriers, bollards, physical gates and access 
control points). 

Additionally, the Physical Security Branch 
provides oversight, training and supervisory 
duties for the Installation Visitor Control Center 
operations and the Department of Army Security 
Guards program.

The DES looks at their contributions as a 
team effort.

Allison recognizes the assistance the USMA 
staff and the West Point Garrison provides the 
DES. 

“Without their support, DES would not be 
able to ensure the mission of providing a safe 
and secure environment for the West Point 
community in its entirety,” Allison concluded.

A West Point Directorate of Emergency Services Soldier checks identification 
and searches bags at a U.S. Military Academy at West Point Football game. 
As many as 35,000 people attend an Army Football game and the West Point 
Directorate of Emergency Services makes sure each one of them is safe and 
sound in their support for Army Football. 
                                   Photo by thomas b. hamilton iii/UsaG West Point, PUblic affairs
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Cadet breaks IOCT record, aims for more
Story and Photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Most Old Grads have vivid memories of 
completing the Indoor Obstacle Course Test 
(IOCT) in Hayes Gym. Specifically, they 
probably remember the cheers of their peers 
and teachers while running with dry mouths 
and clouded lungs.

Class of 2016 Cadet Joshua Bassette can 
certainly relate. However, when he looks 
back in a few years from now, he’ll remember 
breaking the cadet IOCT record.

Bassette broke the record with a time of 
2:01, previously held by a track and field athlete 
back in 2000 with a time of 2:02.

“I was gunning for the record,” Bassette 
said.  “I knew I could do it if I had a clean run, 
so I was nervous but calm.”

The IOCT is a highly anticipated test 
organized through the Department of Physical 
Education (DPE). Cadets line the hallways of 
Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center 
awaiting their chance to conquer the infamous 
course.

DPE Instructor Tyler Patterson said that 
Bassette’s accomplishment is more than 
impressive.

“To break the Men’s cadet IOCT record is 
quite the feat,” Patterson said. “It takes excellent 
agility, balance, coordination ... but most of all 
it takes great mental toughness.

“It is no question that Josh has great God-
given talents that he honed before arriving at 
West Point, but he has taken those talents to 
a whole other level through hard work and 
training.  The grit that he has put on display 
for all to see is the stuff heroes are made of,” 
Patterson added. 

The race includes a series of obstacles on the 
bottom part of the course like jumping through 
tires and climbing up a rope. Ultimately, cadets 
must race on the upper track part of the course 
to achieve their final time.

“The most challenging (part) for me is up 

top on the track,” Bassette said. “I can run the 
bottom part pretty smoothly but just having the 
guts to not break down and have good form.”

Bassette’s hard work has been shown 
throughout his four years at West Point. He 
said that a lot of his preparation came during 
his Plebe and Yearling years. During that time, 
his older brother was trying to break the record.

“So my brother, he graduated in 2014, ran a 
2:03 and he was a second behind (the record),” 
Bassette said. “But he hurt his hamstring his 
second semester of his firstie year, so he didn’t 
end up getting it, and he left it up to me.”

Bassette made sure not to let his brother 
down and continued to prepare and became a 
member of the Obstacle Course Racing Team.

“We do pretty much everything … Weight 
lifting, running, intervals, strength, core, just 
full body fitness, so it’s great,” Bassette said. “I 
think there’s no better team to prepare you for 
(the IOCT) and just as a Soldier and athlete.”

The one thing that he can’t prepare for, 
though, is the notorious dry air in Hayes Gym 
and the hindered breathing that comes along 
with it.

“If affects me for at least a couple days 
after,” Bassette noted. “You’re coughing up 
mucus, I have raspy breathing too, and it’s just 
not comfortable. I usually get a headache after it, 
and that lasts a while. So it’s not that fun to run.”

But regardless of the race not being 
“comfortable” or “fun,” Bassette wants to 
complete it again.

While there is no requirement he has to 
fulfill, Bassette has set one more target in mind.

“I would like to break two (minutes), that’s 
the overall goal,” he said.  

Bassette is hoping to complete the course 
one more time and surpass the overall record 
held by Capt. Austin Wilson, a former DPE 
instructor, who holds a time of 1:59.

“I want to do it one more time, and maybe 
again if I have to, but I really just want to break 
it, just go under two,” Bassette said.  “Faculty 
here and cadets in my company, they want to 

see me break the overall and they were really 
happy for me when I broke the cadet record.”

Make sure to watch out for Josh during the 
next waves of IOCT testing on April 29 and 
May 6.

Upon graduation, Bassette will be going to 

Fort Benning, Georgia, to complete the Infantry 
Basic Officer Leadership Course, followed by 
Ranger School and will eventually be posted at 
Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Hopefully by then, he’ll hold the overall 
IOCT record.

Class of 2016 Cadet Joshua Bassette  broke the Indoor Obstacle Course Test 
record with a time of 2:01, previously broken by a track and field athlete in 
2000 with a time of 2:02.

MOH Recipient recalls harrowing firefight
By Maj. John Spencer and Lionel Beehner
Modern War Institute

On a hot summer morning in 2008 at a Vehicle Patrol 
Base near Wanat Village, in Kunar Province, Afghanistan, 
a firefight broke out between a platoon of American 
Soldiers and over 200 Anti-Afghan Fighters. 

Retired Staff Sgt. Ryan Pitts was serving as a Forward 
Observer in the 2nd Platoon, Chosen Company, 2-503rd 
Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade when he was 
near mortally wounded after taking an open barrage of 
shrapnel to his legs and parts of his upper body. 

He spoke of his ordeal, and the heroism of his fellow 
Soldiers, to a packed Robinson Auditorium Monday for 
a Modern War Institute Speaker Series event.

The major lesson of the “Battle of Wanat,” according 
to Pitts, was training.  

“It’s all about training,” Pitts told the crowd of roughly 
500 cadets. “We all reverted back to training, and as 
platoon leaders, you must remain vigilant to train your 

men and women every single day.” 
He and his fellow Soldiers knew they were in for 

a fight when they spotted movements in the distant 
mountains. 

“Nobody hikes in Afghanistan,” he said, half-jokingly. 
After suffering several hits of shrapnel to his body, his 
fellow Soldier quickly gave him a tourniquet and then 
went back to firing on the enemy. But soon the voices of 
his fellow Soldiers gave way to the voices of the enemy. 
He realized he was alone and the last one still alive.

“They were everywhere,” Pitts said. “Three-hundred-
and-sixty degrees. And as close as five meters from our 
position.” 

He radioed for help and, to give a sense of how 
surrounded he was, the commanding officer on the radio 
could hear the enemy talking in the background over radio 
transmissions made by Pitts.

“I realized I was alone,” he said. “Nobody was 
moving.” But when he notified his commander, he said 
there was no one to send. He was told, “Nobody was 

coming,” before adding: “I don’t resent (the officer) 
who told me that. He was at my wedding. He’s been to 
my house. What that taught me is that the team and the 
mission are bigger than any one individual.”

But at that very moment, Pitts thought he was going 
to die. His main goal at that point was not letting the 
enemy take him alive. 

“I didn’t want my family to see my head cut off on 
YouTube,” he said.

Unable to move yet armed with only a grenade 
launcher, he began firing grenades at an enemy he could 
not see. Reinforcements from another platoon and some 
Apaches soon came to his aid.

“There was valor everywhere that day,” Pitts said, his 
eyes beginning to tear up. “The real heroes are the guys 
that didn’t come home.”

In addition to his lecture, Pitts also observed a cadet 
Operations Order presentation during a Military Science 
300 (Platoon Operations) class and had lunch with the 
Corps.

Retired Staff 
Sgt. Ryan Pitts, 
Medal of Honor 
r e c i p i e n t , 
s p e a k s  t o 
cadets during 
a Modern War 
Institute event. 
P h o t o  b y  J o h n 
Pellino/DPtms Vi
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West Point brings home the CDX trophy
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Twenty-six U.S. Military Academy cadets competed against 
the Royal Military College of Canada, U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy, U.S. Naval Academy and the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy for the 16th annual Cyber Defense Exercise (CDX) 
April 11-15. The U.S. Air Force Academy did not compete this 
year. 

Navy has held the National Security Agency, Information 
Assurance Director’s Trophy since 2015, but West Point fought 
long and hard, and for the eighth time, the cadets has won the 
coveted trophy again for 2016.

During the week, cadets built computer networks and 
attempted to defend them from cyberattacks by exercise hackers 
from the National Security Agency (Red Team) who identifies 
vulnerabilities and launches attacks on each network. 

The exercise is designed to test the cadets’ cybersecurity 
skills, tenacity and ingenuity by launching real cyberattacks to 
the cadets’ computer system and to develop the cyber security 
skills of the students by putting theory and classroom instruction 
into practice in a real-world scenario.

Analytic skills were tested through different challenge 
modules such as malware analysis and reverse engineering 
challenges, with Navy taking first place. West Point placed first in 
the host and network forensics challenge and the RMC graduate 
team tied in the offensive ethical hacking challenge with the RMC 
undergraduate team.

“We have been working all week, but our team leader, Class 
of 2016 Cadet David Hart, was always there whenever we had a 
problem and always looked for the best solution,” Class of 2016 
Cadet Curtis Gardner, POC for the team, said.

“We had a general’s laptop that was loaded with malware 
and viruses that we had to find. Each task took a couple of hours. 
Communication is essential for any secure network, it’s essential 
for success,” Gardner added.

For the first time, two cadets became part of the Red Team 
to see how the Red Cell operates. 

“It was really an intense team dynamic,” Class of 2017 Cadet 
John Dimmer said. “It took persistence and it was very exciting.”  

Dimmer is a computer science major and said he became 
interested in computers by playing video games.

“It was an interesting idea and I wanted to know how they 
worked, but I didn’t do a lot with cybersecurity,” Dimmer said.

Dimmer and Class of 2017 Cadet Matthew Shockley were 

part of the Red Team. 
West Point won the trophy in 2001, 2002, 2007-2009, 2011, 

2014, and 2016. The U.S. Air Force Academy won 2003, 2006, 
2012 and 2013. 

The U.S. Merchant Marine Academy won in 2004 and the 
U.S. Naval Academy won in 2005, 2010, and 2015. RMC began 
competing in 2015. 

Cadets try to figure out what malware or virus might have gotten into their software at the 16th annual 
Cyber Defense tournament April 11-15. Cadets are up against the National Security Agency (NSA), or 'Red' 
team, who throw virtual wrenches into the cadets' computers while cadets attempt to figure out what is 
happening and to stop it. 

Army brings the Cyber Defense Exercise trophy back home April 15 from Navy, 
who had won it last year. Navy placed third in this year's competition, Royal 
Military College of Canada placed second. The Air Force Academy did not 
compete in this year's event. This is the eighth time Army has won the Cyber 
Defense Trophy in the past 16 years.
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2015-16 Cadet Club Activities

Powerlifting: The Army West Point Powerlifting 
Competitive Club team traveled to Providence, Rhode Island 
April 14-16 to compete in the USA Powerlifting Collegiate 
National Championships at the Rhode Island Convention Center. 

This meet is the annual culmination of a year’s worth of 
commitment to training, nutrition and teamwork that each cadet-
athlete puts in, and this year was no exception. 

This year was also the first year in at least a decade that West 
Point had women competing at Nationals, and all involved were 
eager to see how they would fare. 

Powerlifting’s primary popularity centers are the South and 
Eastern regions of the U.S., and all told over 20 schools including 
Ohio State, Penn State, Rutgers, Northeastern, University of 
Texas and Texas A&M sent teams to compete for a national 
championship. 

The competition began April 14 with the lighter weight 
classes of men and women. Senior Shaina Coss immediately 
made a splash for the team and for women’s powerlifting as she 
achieved All-American status with a fourth-in-the-nation finish 
in her first National Championships. 

Senior co-captain Tom Evans also scored for West Point, 
becoming a two-time All-American with a fourth-place finish 
off a huge 579 pounds deadlift (at 163 pounds bodyweight), 
improving on his fifth-place finish from last year. 

These two upperclass leaders did a great job setting the tone 
for the rest of the team and setting the conditions for success 
the next day. 

Most of the team competed April 15. The heavier weight 
classes of West Point men came prepared to do some damage, 
and did not disappoint. The morning session was led by three 
outstanding performances, first from this year’s team co-captain 
James Haworth. 

This senior battled through injuries and other adversity 
throughout his three years on the Powerlifting team, and put 
together an incredible performance (including a competition 
bench press personal record) to become an All-American with 
a fifth-place finish in his final collegiate competition. 

Following Haworth, next year’s team captain junior Bryson 
Randall had a monster day, punctuating a second-in-the-nation 
finish and All-American award with a huge 640 pounds deadlift 
at 205 pounds bodyweight. 

Last, but equally impressive—this year’s other co-captain 
senior Clay Barone had the best Powerlifting meet of his life, 
setting the example for the rest of the team by coming through 
when it counts the most to become an All-American with a 
fifth-place finish. 

Clay set a huge personal best in the deadlift to achieve fifth 

place, pulling 628 pounds at 205 
pounds bodyweight. 

The meet was capped off by the 
big boys competing at 231 pounds 
and 264 pounds. 

The team expected to do well 
in these weight classes, but did not 
expect the actual outcome. 

Army West Point swept the top three spots in the 231 pounds 
weight class as sophomore Morgan Willcox captured the national 
championship with a dominant performance, achieving over 1600 
pounds for his three lift total. 

Sophomore Justin Byers took second place and junior Jacob 
Weiss was third in a masterful performance by these three All-
American athletes. 

Finally, junior Seth Kirchner put together a masterful meet 
at 264 pounds, capturing second place and securing his own 
All-American status. When the final results were read, the men’s 
team succeeded in winning its first National Championship since 
the early 1990s. 

Every individual performance was absolutely critical as the 
scoring was very tight—West Point beat Ohio State by only two 

points, and needed every single point that was earned. 
The women’s team, in its first recent national competition, 

notched their first All-American in over a decade and placed in 
the top 10 in the nation with an eighth-place finish. 

The hard work by these men and women was evident 
throughout the year, and they deserve this acclaim—they 
represented the U.S. Military Academy superbly and with class 
the entire weekend and came away champions.  

 
Aviation: The West Point Flying team conducted flight 

training in the Piper PA-28-161 Warrior and Diamond DA-20 
aircraft Sunday in Montgomery, New York. 

The team performed precision short field and power off 
landings, aerial navigation and practiced message drop low 
approaches at Orange and Dutchess county airfields. 

The team also conducted simulator flights and took the written 
exams in preparation for the third annual Service Academy Flying 
Competition Spring Classic Friday-Sunday, where the team will 
go head-to-head against Navy and Coast Guard. . 



6 April 21, 2016 Pointer View  

Cadets honor classmate in Basketball Tournament

Guest speakers Col. Denton Knapp 
(above), Maj. Joel Panzer and Sgt. 
1st Class Michael Nichols shared 
personal anecdotes with the regiment 
about the prevalence of suicide in their 
own lives as well as in the Army during 
the Suicide Awareness and Prevention 
Basketball tournament.
          Photos by michelle eberhart/PV

By Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Cadets of the First Regiment honored 
former Cadet Nicholas Wright, who fell victim 
to suicide this past summer, with a basketball 
tournament April 15. 

Col. Denton Knapp, Maj. Joel Panzer 
and Sgt. 1st Class Michael Nichols shared 
personal anecdotes with the regiment about the 
prevalence of suicide in their own lives as well 
as in the Army.

“We’re losing too many Soldiers and family 
members to suicide and we need to figure out 
why,” Knapp, West Point Training and Doctrine 
Command (TRADOC) Liaison Officer, said.  
“So what you’re doing here is a great thing, I 
applaud and commend all of you for doing this 
and coming together, it’s great that 1st Reg. is 
leading the way.”

Class of 2016 Cadet Othie Freeny, 
regimental respect officer, organized the event 
and mentioned that it holds a special place 
within his regiment.

“I actually knew Cadet Wright,” Freeny 
said.  “We talked on a daily basis, he seemed like 
a good guy. I didn’t know that he was depressed, 
I didn’t know he had any issues going on, but I 
felt like if I would have been well versed in the 
subject, I could have known the tell-tale signs 
and probably talked to him.”

By educating his regiment and spreading 
suicide awareness, Freeny noted that it would 
hopefully allow cadets to feel comfortable 
talking to one another about a difficult topic, 
hoping that they don’t have to experience a loss 
like this again.

“I think this event here brings cohesive 
teams and it brings the educational piece that 
keeps our regiment strong,” Freeny continued. 
“This is one of our cadets so we wanted to make 
this personal for our regiment, and I feel like 
we did that.”

Class of 2016 Cadet Eve Sampson 
mentioned that her regiment was still hurting 
from the loss of a classmate and hopes her 
peers can learn from the speakers’ stories and 
the information given.

“Twenty-two veterans commit suicide every 
day,” Sampson said. “If we think about that, 
that’s one of our classes, an entire classroom 
of students, going to first block, second block 
or third block. And if you put faces with those 
numbers, it’s more than a statistic.”

Former Cadet Nicholas Wright's company mates, Company H-1, remember their classmate in a basketball tournament 
April 15 promoting suicide awareness and prevention.           Photo by class of 2019 caDet anthony VillanDre

Sampson noted that as future officers, cadets 
should be aware of the signs and struggles 
associated with suicide, as well as ways to 
prevent it.

“We’re going to lead Soldiers who may 
struggle with these issues and we have peers 
and we may even have leaders who struggle with 
these issues, and we may, ourselves, struggle 
with these things as well,” Sampson said.  “We 
really wanted people to know that it’s OK to talk 
about it and it’s OK to seek help and it’s OK to 

ask other people about it.”
Class of 2017 Cadet Aaron Lin, Wright’s 

roommate, said the event was great and helped 
keep his friend’s memory alive.

“We talked about homework, we went to 
play basketball, he had a lot of good influences 
on me,” Lin said, remembering his former 
roommate.

Lin disclosed that his grieving process was 
difficult but he was able to learn and eventually 
help Wright’s family.

“I read a lot of books on suicide and kind of 
calmed myself down, came to grips with reality, 
and I was able to cope a little bit easier because 
I started doing stuff for him, kind of holding 
myself accountable at the same time,” Lin said.  

Lin collected donations and was able to 
donate a case with Wright’s picture, uniform, a 
cadet saber and other memorabilia to help the 
Corps remember him. 

“I think suicide awareness is extremely 
important,” Lin said. “There were a lot of 
officers and other cadets who came into my 
room and see his picture and don’t really know.  
And they didn’t necessarily need to know who 
he was, but people need to understand that 
suicide is extremely prevalent.

“It’s definitely important for us to know 
because these are our classmates,” Lin continued.  
“These are our peers and we should definitely 
know because they are a part of us.”

After listening to the speakers and collecting 
information on suicide awareness, cadets 
participated in the basketball tournament in 
Cadet Wright’s honor. Company B-1 won the 
event. If you or someone you know is struggling, 
contact the Center for Personal Development at 
845-938-2360 or 845-591-7215 after hours. You 
can also contact a Chaplain at 845-401-8171.

Cadets from First Regiment compete in the Suicide Awareness and Prevention
Basketball tournament April 15 in memory of Cadet Nicholas Wright.
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Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

U.S. Military Academy professor Lt. 
Col. Luis Alvarez was named the Geneva 
Foundation’s Researcher of the Year for 2015.  
Alvarez serves as an Academy professor and 
the director of the Center of Molecular Science 
in the Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science and has focused his research on bone 
regeneration and nerve regeneration and repair. 
He is also the founding principal investigator 
of the Regenerative Biology Research Group 
at the National Cancer Institute in Maryland. 
For winning the Researcher of the Year Award, 
Alvarez received a $10,000 grant from the 
Geneva Foundation to support continued 
research.

The Geneva Foundation, established in 
1993, is a non-profit organization that supports 
innovative medical research within the U.S. 
Military in the areas of federal grants, industry-
sponsored clinical trials and federal contracts.

Alvarez graduated from West Point in 1997 
with a degree in Chemistry and commissioned 
as an Intel officer. However, his path would 
soon change.

“The first half of my career I was an 
Intelligence officer,” Alvarez said. “During 
my deployment to Iraq, I saw fellow Soldiers 
suffering terrible injuries and I felt that I wanted 
to devote the rest of my career to developing 
treatments for those types of injuries, that’s 
when I decided to focus on regenerative 
medicine, half way through my career.”

Academy Professor named Researcher of the Year
After making this decision, Alvarez attended 

graduate school and went to MIT to get his Ph.D. 
in Biological Engineering.

Alvarez went on to Fort Detrick in Maryland 
where he co-founded the DOD’s Tissue Injury 
and Regenerative Medicine program office.

“It’s at Fort Detrick that I was able to gain 
deep experience in regenerative medicine,” 
Alvarez said.  “I was able to see all the DOD’s 
ongoing projects in regenerative medicine, 
nearly 200 early stage projects and human 
clinical trials.  It was a great learning experience.”

Alvarez has since continued his research at 
West Point for the past year and a half where 
he has taught molecular biology, biochemistry, 
bioengineering and chemistry.

Support from the Geneva Foundation has 
allowed Alvarez to continue his research while 
still being an officer in the U.S. Army.

“The Geneva Foundation makes i t 
possible for active duty service members to 
do independent research,” Alvarez noted.  
“Investigators at civilian universities can submit 
grants through their universities but active 
duty service members don’t have that kind of 
mechanism.

 “The Foundation has set up a structure that 
allows active duty service members to submit 
grants and administers those grants on your 
behalf so you can have a lab without being 
affiliated with a university,” Alvarez added.  “An 
important enabler here is the ability to hire very 
talented scientists and engineers using these 
grant funds. Dr. Joseph Loverde and Dr. Alex 
Mitropoulos are our first neuroscientist hires 

and work on our nerve repair project full time. 
They also oversee a team of talented cadets and 
volunteers. This is a win-win situation for cadets 
and faculty.”   

In addition, Alvarez has been able to 
share the field of regenerative medicine and 
bioengineering with cadets who have benefited 
by participating in innovative research. Several 
cadets from his research group have been 
admitted to top medical schools such as 
Harvard, Stanford and Georgetown and found 
that their participation in research greatly 
enhanced their applications. 

Cadets Haana Yu, Minhee Pak, Patrick 
Mullin and Grace Yu have all been working on 
the neuro regeneration team and were awarded 
the Gore Innovation Prize during the Soldier 
Design Competition held at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.  

Cadets Marco Dela Cruz, Dillon Macky 
and Christopher Husson have been working on 
long-term tissue cryopreservation.  

Last year, they won the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency Deputy Director’s 
Award for their work.

“Cadets crave projects in the area of 
bioengineering and regenerative medicine and 
I think there is a lot of potential for us as an 
Academy to inspire young people to think about 
problems in this area,” Alvarez said.

Specifically for the Army, this research 
holds a special place.  It will allow both military 
members and civilians alike who have suffered 
nerve or bone injury and disease to have hope 
for recovery.

Lt. Col. Luis Alvarez and some members of his research team from the Department of Chemistry and Life Science: (Back row) Dr. Tixieanna Dissmore,  Alvarez, 
Class of 2017 Cadet Patrick Mullin, Dr. Alex Mitropoulos, Dr. Joseph Loverde, Jonathan Ness and Class of 2018 Cadet Louie Klemm. In front row are Class of 
2016 Cadet Rebecca Lee and Class of 2018 Cadet Annette Yoon.                coUrtesy Photo

“We see the effects of devastating injuries 
on returning service members who go on to 
become veterans in civilian life,” Alvarez said.  
“If we can inspire cadets to think about these 
tough problems then we’ll have done a lot of 
good for not only service members but also 
society at large because they also benefit from 
these innovations.”

Dean of the Academic Board at West Point, 
Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor agrees.

“The Geneva Foundation Award is great 
recognition for Lt. Col. Alvarez’ passion for 
helping wounded warriors by developing 
innovative techniques and means to address 
traumatic injuries,” Trainor said. “He is also 
using the superb lab facilities in Bartlett Hall 
to further his work, and educating cadets and 
other faculty as they engage in his cutting edge 
research efforts.

“Lt. Col. Alvarez is significantly adding 
value to the DOD and nation through his work 
while fueling even further the fire in cadets to 
serve others,” Trainor continued.

Currently, Alvarez works with about 25 
cadets on various projects.  He says that some 
are involved in work equivalent to that of 
graduate students.

“It’s great to see how the future generation 
of innovators are really going to flourish,” 
Alvarez said.  “It’s been very inspiring to work 
with the cadets here and it’s exciting to see 
them get into that work because it’s a new field 
that’s gaining importance and it’s good for 
the Academy to immerse cadets in real-world 
biomedical innovation.”
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Cadets experience cutting edge medical and advanced robotic technology
By Lt. Col. Melissa Eslinger 
Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science

An inter-disciplinary team of cadets and 
faculty attended the Symposium for Technology 
and Robotics (STAR) in Celebration, Florida 
from April 3-5. STAR, in its fourth year, strives 
to inspire students to enter Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) fields. 

The efforts were spearheaded by members 
of the USMA Class of 1995. Cadets had the 
opportunity to interact with local youth and 
current students from a variety of universities 
while gaining exposure to cutting edge robotics.

The symposium combined cadets across six 
fields of study including life science, chemistry, 
physics, computer science, mechanical 
engineering, and electrical engineering. Faculty 
nominated cadets for positions on the team 
who were recognized performers within their 
particular areas. 

Previously, STAR focused on pre-medical 
candidates but this year evolved to include future 
engineers and technical specialists. 

The team, led Dr. Ken Wickiser, Lt. Col. 
Luis Alvarez, and Lt. Col. Melissa Eslinger from 
the Department of Chemistry and Life Science, 
immersed students in medical terminology, 

simulations and practical applications in the 
cadaver lab.

The STAR concept originated with former 
Armor Officer Peter Carnegie (USMA ’95), who 
is the CEO of Minimally Invasive Solutions 
(MIS). His company develops protocol to train 
Cardiothoracic Surgeons in the repair of mitral 
valves, aortic valves and coronary artery bypass 
using the DaVinci Robot. 

This training partnership extends to Chris 
Prentice (USMA ’92), the CEO of Mazor 
Robotics. The collaboration and training 
network extends throughout the country for the 
development and refinement of robotic surgery. 
Cadets were able to see how spinal surgeries 
were planned and implemented within the 
operating room as well as deploy and utilize the 
DaVinci system within the cadaver lab.

The second day allowed for a round 
table discussion between the Class of 1995 
leadership, USMA faculty and cadets regarding 
STEM careers, mentorship and consulting work 
within industry. 

Kyle Hair, vice president for the USMA Class 
of 1995 and director of the Lean Management 
Staff for the Center for Drug Evaluation and 
Research, discussed his work in the Food and 
Drug Administration and Dr. Nakizito Kazigo 
(USMA ’95), a former Engineer and current 

physician, discussed her transition from a 
command track to a career in medicine. 

These discussions provided cadets with 
direct access to mentors within their various 
specialties as well as feedback into how 
graduates can give back to the Academy in 
the areas of technical expertise and academic 
development.  

In particular, these future efforts are 
designed to focus on collaborations within the 
Veterans Administration, the Department of 
Defense, and well as research and technical 

entities interested in improving the health of 
Soldiers.

The efforts of the STAR committee 
reinvigorated cadets’ interests in their fields of 
study by the use of nascent tools and technology 
that is grounded in the STEM materials they 
experience in the classroom. After a day of 
cardiothoracic and spinal surgery, time on the 
robotic surgery simulation, and demonstrating 
surgical planning software, the cadets returned 
with renewed dedication gained from this once-
in-a-lifetime experience.

Class of 2018 
Cadet Annette 
Y o o n  ( L i f e 
Science major) 
d i s c u s s e s 
p l a s m a 
surgical cutting 
t e c h n o l o g y 
p r o v i d e d  b y 
Bovie with Dr. 
Nak Kazigo (left) 
and Kyle Hair 
(center) ,  both 
members of the 
USMA Class of 
1995. coUrtesy Photo
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Army Men’s Boxing regains National Championship

The Army West Point Men’s Boxing team took a team photo after earning its seventh team national championship April 9 at the University of Washington. Four 
boxers earned individual titles as freshman Carlan Ivey (125 lbs.), junior Curtis Estes (165 lbs.), sophomore Egbezien “Ebbe” Obiomon (185 lbs.) and senior 
Jacob Conley (195+ pounds) each won.                  coUrtesy Photo 

Maj. Will Kobbe
Army Boxing OIC

One team, one mission to reclaim the 
National Collegiate Boxing Association 
(NCBA) National Title.  

From April 7-9, the Army West Point 
Men’s Boxing team earned its seventh team 
national championship while four boxers earned 
individual titles at the University of Washington.

To say that the Army West Point Men’s 
Boxing team took this mission as an obsession 
would be an understatement. 

From the start of the 2016 Boxing season, 
one phrase, three words encompassed what 
needed to be accomplished: “Road to Seven.”  

Three simple words, repeated hundreds, 
if not thousands of times during practice, 
conditionings or random hall passing.  

Though a simple phrase, the words have 
meaning. “Road” implies a long, arduous 
journey filled with successes and defeats.  
“Seven” outlines the legacy that the West Point 
Men’s Boxing team has to fulfill, the Academy 
has produced six NCBA National Title teams in 
the past eight seasons.  

The team has adopted a hand and arm signal 
to accompany this phase, a single index finger 
tapping against the temple of one’s skull. 

The gesture hits home, “Championships are 
won in the mind.”

The road began August 2015 with head 
coach Dr. Ray Barone’s initial assessment of 
the team. 

Over 120 cadets attempted to fill 60 
positions. By early September, rosters were set 
and the “Road to Seven” officially began.

This “Road to Seven” continued through 
several months of bouts, the Brigade Boxing 
Open and regionals, then finally the team 
reached its destination.

The bouts commenced April 7 in the 
Alaskan Airlines Arena on the campus of 
University of Washington. 

Though all boxers fought gallantly through 
quarterfinal and semifinal matches, six Army 
Boxers remained for the final bouts April 9. 

Entering the evening’s competition, Army 
West Point held a slim 20-19 point advantage 
over the U.S. Air Force Academy in the overall 
team component. 

One-by-one, each boxer fought for a chance 
at team and individual glory.

• Senior Alan Alvarado (119 lbs.) fought 
valiantly,  but ultimately relinquished his crown 
as two-time defending National Champion.  

• Freshman Carlan Ivey (125 lbs.) secured 
AWP’s first National Individual Championship, 
fighting three bouts in three consecutive days.  

Ivey, a plebe, had no previous boxing 
experience entering West Point, unanimously 
defeated a senior boxer from U.C. Davis in 

the final.  
His effort was the catalyst for the remainder 

of the evening, Army would not be stopped.  
• Freshman Vonn Grant (139 lbs.), also a 

newcomer to the sport, dropped a close split 
decision in the championship bout after two 
successive preliminary fights.  

Grant, who played football at USMAPS, 
is a fast rising talent on the team, but lost to a 
25-year-old senior boxer from Reno in the finals.  

• Junior Curtis Estes (165 lbs.) steamrolled 
his way to the national final with two consecutive 
unanimous decisions.  

Estes knew what was at stake continuing 
this momentum in the final with an absolute 
flawless one-sided victory over a senior from 
West Virginia University.  

• Sophomore Egbezien “Ebbe” Obiomon 
(185 lbs.) ascent in the boxing ranks is a unique 
journey.  

Ebbe was recruited to USMA as a Corps 
Squad Football running back and quickly fell 
in love with the sport of boxing through PE116 
“Plebe Boxing.”  

The raw abilities and talent manifested itself 
in the championship bout as Ebbe went toe-to-
toe with Navy’s best, a senior Midshipmen, who 
previously fought in consecutive national finals. 

Ebbe left no doubt and won a highly 
competitive, physical battle. 

With his win, the AWP secured the team 

national championship.
• Senior Jacob Conley (195+lbs), a smaller 

stature heavyweight with fast hands, quickly 
dispensed his semifinal match within the first 
round due to referee stoppage.  

Throughout three rounds of the final, Conley 
masterfully connected on multiple combinations 
while adhering to Coach Barone’s incessant 
calls to “stay away from his 2!” 

Conley carved his opponent up in the six 
minutes, mercilessly landing scoring blows.  

The decision would be unanimous.  Conley 
completed his boxing career as an individual 
national champion with his victory over an Air 
Force opponent. 

Four individual titles, one team title, mission 
accomplished—the “Road to Seven” completed.

When the team arrived back at West Point 
April 10, the weary warriors assembled in front 
of Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center to 
break it down one last time. 

Ebbe, with championship belt in hand, led 
the charge with one simple phrase as the team 
shouted: “Road to Eight.”  

When asked the prognosis for next year’s 
team’s chances to accomplish the “Road to 
Eight,” Coach Barone exhaled with, “This is 
a young, talented team. They will make AWP 
Men’s Boxing extremely competitive to win 
again next year.”   
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The West Point School Board has announced that an election will be held on May 11 to 
fill four vacancies on the Board. Term of office may be one to three years.  

School Board members are actively involved military community members who 
demonstrate interest in one of the most vital aspects of our American way of life—the education 
of our young people.  

We would like to encourage all interested community members to submit petitions to run 
for a position on the West Point School Board.  

Currently, petitions will be available in the following locations:
• Office of the NYVAPR Superintendent, Bldg. 705;  
• Office of the Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare, and Recreation, Bldg. 681;
• Office of School Liaison, Bldg. 695;  
• School Websites/Parent Information:
 o WPES: http://www.am.dodea.edu/ny_va/westpoint/elementary   
 oWPMS: http://www.am.dodea.edu/ny_va/westpoint/middle.
The completed petition, with the signature of one eligible voter, must be returned to the 

NY&VA DDESS Superintendent’s Office by Friday, for names to be placed on the official 
ballot.  Candidates can turn their forms into any of the above locations.

School Board members are elected by parents of children attending school at West Point 
Elementary and Middle Schools and serve for a three-year term; however, a three-year 
commitment is not required. Voting will take place May 11 at the West Point Schools location 
TBD.

If you are interested in running for the School Board and would like to contact current 
board members, call the DSO at 938-3506 for contact information.

School Board Elections at the 
West Point Schools in May

Strike Up the Bands
(Above) The West Point Pipes and Drums (in the middle) play during the retreat 
ceremony with other bands at the 34th annual West Point Military Tattoo Sunday 
at Trophy Point. Approximately 26 pipes and drums bands, one from Indiana and 
the rest from the tri-state area, performed in front of a large crowd. (Below) The 
McPadden Pipes and Drums from Goshen, New York, performed for the crowd.
                          Photos by class of 2018 caDet alex WerDen (aboVe) anD Kathy eastWooD/PV (beloW)
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#USMA Social Scene
Instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma

facebook.com/westpointusma

johnnygep13: Happy Birthday to my partner in crime since 
day one of the academic year. Only a couple weeks left as 
plebes!

cndoyle005: Ran into this sweet ride in the fi eld. Not going anywhere though 
#armyjeep #willysmb #fordjeep #Relic

tea_nahh: First PANE Dept. banquet of many with the one and 
only Jackie Parga. Shout out to COL Hartke for dealing with us 
every Day 2 mornings.

aimeeoertner: What’s the sound of artillery? #BoomBoom 
#FiresBall
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Mine Torne Road closure

In support of scheduled training, Mine Torne Road will be 
closed on the following dates/times:

• Today—8 a.m.-11 p.m.;
• Saturday—8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
If there are any questions or concerns, contact Range 

Operations at 938-8561.

Loss of Global Wisdom in an Age of Information
U.S. Military Academy cadets, staff, faculty and the 

community are invited to a Dean’s Hour lecture by author and 
essayist Pico Iyer.

The lecture titled, “More Connected, Less Aware: The Loss 
of Global Wisdom in an Age of Information,” is scheduled for 
12:50 p.m. Wednesday in Robinson Auditorium.

Answer to Cancer
Bike for a future immune to cancer with the Cancer Research 

Institute’s “Answer to Cancer” fundraiser event. 
Join the Institute June 25 for a unique cycling journey that 

kicks off with a special military procession through the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point and continues through the 
challenging terrain of the Lower Hudson Valley. 

Highlights of the 25-, 50- or 100-mile route options include 
a breathtaking view at the scenic Storm King Highway. 

All of event proceeds will support lifesaving cancer 
immunotherapy research. Opportunities are available for riders 
or volunteers. Visit www.a2c.org to learn more and register.

West Point Golf Course
Due to the construction of the new clubhouse, the West 

Point Golf Course will be operating out of the Ski Lodge for 
the 2016 season. 

To ensure there is no conflict, the opening and preparation 
of the Golf Course will occur once all ski area operations are 
concluded.

Continue to follow the West Point Golf Course on Facebook 
at facebook.com/WestPointMWR and refer to the website at 
westpointmwr.com for the official opening date.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month. The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at 
Washington Hall Room 4101. 

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Carlos 
Evans at 254-575-9817 or Secretary Sgt. 1st Class Cinnamon 
Chambers at 909-562-5924.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

FAST Class
Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 

Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from May 23-June 13. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or nancy.judd@usma.edu 

or Neil Sakumoto at 938-5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees.

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
American Propaganda during World War I

The West Point Museum is featuring a variety of media 
including artwork, music, posters, newspapers, film and political 
cartoons created or heavily influenced by the Committee on 
Public Information during World War I. The exhibit called, 
“Championing a Nation,” features artwork by artists Lester 
Hornby, Norman Ritchie and Joseph Pennell, as well as original 
World War I music and film.

When President Woodrow Wilson declared America’s 
entrance into World War I, the public was primarily supportive 
of his decision. 

However, the question remained “How do we achieve 
universal solidarity and support for this endeavor?” 

Enter the Committee on Public Information, a group that 
shaped the whole of American opinion about the war and 
America’s role in it from 1917-19.

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 

Annual USMA Kosciuszko Memorial Observance 
and Conference

The U.S. Military Academy will conduct its annual 
Kosciuszko Memorial Observance at 12:30 p.m. April 30 at 
the Kosciuszko Monument, immediately following the Cadet 
Review, which is at 11:15 a.m.. 

The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at 
West Point will hold its annual Kosciuszko Conference from 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. April 29 at the Thayer Hotel. 

All are invited to attend these events. 
For a detailed schedule and information, visit www.

kosciuszkoatwestpoint.org. For additional details, contact 
Steve Olejasz at olejaszs@aol.com.

at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. 

Custis, the father-in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the 
flags and other relics of his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, 
Virginia. Custis called the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the 
war. The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FEATURED EVENT
West Point 5K/10K

Registration for the West Point 5K/10K on May 7 is now 
open. Search keywords “West Point 5K/10K” on Active.com 
to sign-up. Online registration is open until May 4. 

For details, call 845-938-4690.

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 6 and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

Become a Family Child Care Provider
Family Child Care is a great opportunity for those who want 

to stay home with their children. 
You can become a certifi ed provider and supplement your 

family’s income by caring for children in your home. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, Family Child Care director, 

at erin.faherty@usma.edu or call 938-0086. 

MWR Summer Softball League sign-ups
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2016 Intramural  

Summer Softball League sign-ups. The league is open to all 
USMA personnel 18 years of age and older. 

Games will be played at the H-Lot softball fi elds, behind 
the Shopette near Stony Lonesome, starting May 31 and will 
run approximately through Aug. 10. Games are played 6-9 p.m. 
Monday-Wednesday with possible make-up dates on Thursdays.

Deadline for team entries will be May 16. 
For more information, contact James McGuinness at 938-

3066 or by e-mail at jim.mcguinness@usma.edu. 

Kids’ Fishing Derby
Presented by MWR and West Point Bass Club, the Kids’ 

Fishing Derby will be held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. May 14 at the 
Round Pond Recreation Area. 

The Derby is open to all ages 5-15 who are residents of 
West Point, Stewart, Town of Highlands or a child of a West 
Point employee. 

There is a minimal charge for this event, which includes 
lunch. It is free for families of deployed Soldiers. 

Register by calling 938-2503.

Ladies four-week Golf Clinic
Join the West Point Golf Course for its fi rst Ladies Clinic of 

the year. This four-session course will cover the entire game of 
golf from tee to green, and everything in between. 

Beginners are welcome. Friday Clinics run from 10-11 a.m. 
April 29, May 6, 13 and 20. Saturday Clinics run from 1-2 p.m. 
April 30, May 7, 14 and 21. 

To register, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

Wilderness First Aid Certifi cation Course 
Accidents happen. People get hurt, sick, or lost outdoors. 

Are you ready to help? MWR–Outdoor Recreation has partnered 
with SOLO Wilderness Medicine to offer a Wilderness First Aid 
certifi cation course. 

There is a cost for all participants. A minimum of 12 
participants is required for the class.  

For details or sign-up, call 938-8811 or 938-2503.  

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Leisure Travel Services event 
Join Leisure Travel Services today for a trip to Broadway 

and purchase half-price theater tickets. Leave West Point at 4:30 
p.m., leave NYC after the show.

For ticket pricing and reservations, call 938-3601. 

Administrative Professional Luncheon and Interactive 

FOR THE ADULTS

Murder Mystery
The Cadet Theater Arts Guild and the West Point Club present 

“Beat the Dean” from 11:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Club’s Grand Ballroom. Doors and buffet open at 11:15 a.m. 

Treat your administrative professional to a luncheon and 
an interactive Murder Mystery where the Dean of Students is 
murdered and the suspects just happen to be Department Heads.

There is a minimal fee for this event. 
Reservations are required. For reservations and more details, 

call 938-5120. 

Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
The West Point Club presents “The Honeymoon Murders” 

Mystery Dinner Theater at 8 p.m. April 29. 
Enjoy an evening of fi ne cuisine and crime with the Killing 

Kompany, where professional stage, TV and fi lm actors are seated 
among you and where you can be part of the show. 

The night includes dinner, dancing and a brand new comedy 
murder mystery. 

This show contains adult content and adult situations, which 
may not be appropriate for all ages and/or tastes.  

There is a minimal fee for this event. Reservations are 
required. For reservations and more details, call 938-5120.

Military Spouse Appreciation Day
Celebrate Military Spouse Appreciation Day from 11 a.m-

1:30 p.m. May 6 at the West Point Club for special savings at 
lunch.

With your purchase of a full-price lunch meal, your military 
spouse dines half price. For details, call 938-5120.

ACS ERP Spring Class
Do you know about all the preferences given to transitioning 

military members, veterans and military spouses?  
Attend the Employment Readiness Program’s Military 

Spouse Preference Information Session from 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
May 17. 

The class will cover all the preferences for which you might 
be eligible, what they mean during the application process, and 
how to utilize the preference. 

Classes are held at ACS, Bldg. 622. 
For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 

or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

ACS ERP Résumé Open Houses
Stop by the Employment Readiness Program at ACS, Bldg. 

622 anytime on May 25 or June 7 to have your résumé reviewed, 
to prep for an interview, to practice your ‘elevator speech’ or just 
to see what the program can offer the jobseeker.  

No RSVP or appointment needed, doors are open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.  

For details, call or email to reserve your seat at 845-938-5658 
or anne.marshall@usma.edu.

Discover Outdoor Recreation’s Paintball facility at 
West Point

MWR’s Outdoor Recreation multi-fi eld paintball facility is 
the perfect setting for birthday parties, department team building 
and family outings. 

It can host functions from 10-50 people, food and drink 
included in packages. 

For details, email odrwpmwr@usma.edu or call 938-0123.

Arts & Crafts April class schedule
• Today—Cooking for Couples, 5-7 p.m. Fun and easy recipes 

that a couple can make together. Discussion about menu planning 
for an active lifestyle, ingredient use and meal planning for two. 
Registration is required one week prior to class.

• Tuesday—Pint Sized Picasso, 10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Pierre Auguste Renoir-themed classes are for grades 
K-5.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

EFMP Autism Awareness Month TLC Workshop 
In honor of Autism Awareness Month, the Exceptional Family 

Member Program (EFMP) invites the entire community to gather 
for an informative Together, Listening, Connecting workshop 
entitled, “Autism & Autism Evaluations” from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
today at Army Community Services, Bldg. 622. 

Advanced registration is required. To register, contact the 
EFMP Manager, Josephine Toohey, at 938-5655 or Josephine.
toohey@usma.edu by Monday.

Earth Day Open House
Come out to the West Point Recycling Center, located across 

from Round Pond, Route 293, from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. April 28 to 
celebrate Mother Earth during an Earth Day Open House.

Free T-shirts, giveaways, food and much more. 
Donate your old cell phone for Soldiers and shred those 

unwanted papers. 
Don’t forget to join the Earth Day Poster Contest, visit 

westpointmwr.com for contest rules. 
For details, call 938-8229. 

Mother’s Day Brunch
Come out to the West Point Club on May 8 for its traditional 

Mother’s Day Brunch. 
Two seatings are available at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Pre-paid 

reservations are required by calling 845-938-5120.

Bull Pond an affordable vacation
If you’re looking for an affordable family vacation close to 

home, MWR has just the place for you. 
The Bull Pond “complex,” located fi ve miles from Round 

Pond off Route 293, on the West Point Reservation, offers a 
trout stocked lake, a fully-equipped cottage, a gazebo, a sand 
beach swim area with aluminum raft, paddle boat, canoe and 
V-bottom row boat moored at a boat house with pool table and 
boating amenities. 

For details, call 938-2503. 
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Keller Corner

Communities Center, 126 Washington Road. 
We are asking for your donation of new 

or gently used books that will be used to build 
up our new lending library which will be a 
permanent activity for all of our residents to 
share and enjoy. 

The types of books we need for our library 
are series, children’s, drama, mystery, etc. The 
only rule for the lending library is, once you 
have fi nished reading your book we ask that 
you return it so it can be enjoyed by other 
residents.

• Earth Day Open House: The West 
Point Recycling Center will hold its Earth Day 
Open House from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. April 28. 

The event will include the Home Depot 
kid workshop sponsored by WPFH, Recycling 
Center tours, free hot dogs, T-shirts and 
giveaways.

• Yard Sale: The Spring Community 
Yard Sale is 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday at West 
Point. Rain or shine.

• Outdoor Discovery Center: Join 
West Point Family Homes for a stroller and 
toddler nature hike at the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center 
in Cornwall Monday. 

The group will follow the gentle trails of 
the Outdoor Discovery Center and explore 
the fi eld, pond and forest. 

Everyone will meet at the Visitors Center 
at 9:15 a.m. 

To register for this event, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com with the name and ages of child 
attending by today. 

•  Lending Library: WPFH will 
be starting a book lending library at the 

Friday—The Jungle Book, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—No movie scheduled.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com / r ee l - t im e - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Keller Army Community Hospital will be 
offering Childbirth Education Courses during 
the months of May, June and August. There 
will be no classes offered in July.

Topics include, but are not limited to, 
what to expect during labor, newborn care 
and breastfeeding. 

The May sessions are scheduled for 
6-9:30 p.m. May 4, 11 and 18. The June 
and August sessions will be all-day courses, 
scheduled for 8 a.m.-4 p.m. June 18 and 
Aug. 13. 

For more information and/or to arrange a 

seat for the classes, contact Keller’s Obstetrics 
Unit at 938-3210. 

Now is the Time: Schedule your 
pediatric appointments for summer 
physicals

Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Primary Care Department has open pediatric 
appointments for school physicals, and 
summer sports and camp physicals. 

You can schedule an appointment 
through TRICARE online at https://
www.tricareonline.com/ or by calling the 
appointment center at 938-7992 or 800-552-
2907.

S p r i n g  Y a r d  S a l e  F o r c e 
Protection message for Saturday
By Luke Pagan
DPTMS Force Protection Offi cer

The West Point Annual Spring Yard Sale 
will take place 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. This 
event will take place rain or shine without a 
makeup date.

Due to the amount of vehicle and foot 
traffi c, the Military Police will increase patrols 
throughout the installation, but in particular, all 
the housing areas.  

Residents and guests are reminded to remain 
cautious while driving in and around the housing 
areas and to ensure strict compliance with all 
posted West Point traffi c restrictions.  

In accordance with Force Protection 
directives, all vehicles entering the installation 
without proper identifi cation will be stopped 
and searched. 

General public attending the Spring Yard 
Sale are allowed to enter through Stony and 

Thayer gates.
Remain vigilant and contact the Military 

Police Desk at 938-3333 if anyone observes 
suspicious individuals or acts such as persons 
taking atypical photographs or asking abnormal 
questions about the installation or West Point.  

Housing residents should report any 
suspicious vehicles that remain in the housing 
areas after the conclusion of the yard sale into 
Sunday.  

Please note that if calling 911 while on West 
Point, you must tell the operator that you’re on 
West Point. 

The operator will divert your call to the West 
Point Military Police.

Point of contact for this Force Protection 
message is Luke Pagan, Force Protection 
Offi cer, at 938-8859. Security is everyone’s 
responsibility:

Remember: If you see something, hear 
something, say something.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@
usma.edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@
mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.
marsh@usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.
dunham@usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

By Lynn M. Peterson 
Army Retirement Services Program 
Manager 

Do you know the proper conduct when the 
United States Flag is posted or passes in review, 
the National Anthem is played or the Pledge of 
Allegiance is recited? Congress has expanded 
veterans’ rights in federal law in recent years; 
the most recent was the 2013 change which 
affected the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Respect for the Flag. During the raising or 
lowering of the fl ag, when the fl ag is passing in 
a parade or in review, and also during the Pledge 
of Allegiance, there are different courses of 
action depending on your current status. 

In the instances mentioned above, all 
uniformed personnel should render the military 
salute, and members of the Armed Forces and 
veterans who are present, but not in uniform, 
may also salute.  

All other persons present should face the 
fl ag and stand at attention with their right hand 

New laws expand when 
veterans may salute

over their heart, or if applicable, remove their 
headgear with their right hand and hold it at the 
left shoulder, the hand being over their heart.  
Citizens of other countries present should stand 
at attention. 

During the National Anthem. During the 
playing or singing of the National Anthem, 
individuals in uniform should give the military 
salute at the fi rst note of the anthem and maintain 
that position until the last note. 

Members of the Armed Forces and veterans 
who are present, but not in uniform, may also 
render the military salute.  When the fl ag is not 
displayed, all present should face toward the 
music and act in the same manner they would 
if the fl ag were displayed.  

 For additional information, you may refer 
to the following sections of United States 
Code (USC): Title 4 USC Section 4 “Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag,” Title 4 USC Section 9 
“Conduct During Hoisting, Lowering or Passing 
of the Flag” and Title 36 USC Section 301 
“National Anthem.”
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Cal outlasts Men’s Rugby in Varsity Cup Quarters

Army Lacrosse falls to #9 Navy in overtime

Freshman attackman Nate Jones scored a hat trick, scoring at least three goals 
in seven of 12 games this season, but it wasn’t enough as Army West Point 
lost 11-10 in overtime to Navy April 16 at Michie Stadium.          
          Photo coUrtesy of army athletic commUnications

sPorts

Senior center Andrew Yoon scored a try in the first half that gave 
Army a 22-7 jump start. However, Cal came back and defeated the 
Black Knights 41-29 April 16 at the Anderson Rugby Complex.      
                Photo coUrtesy of army athletic commUnications

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

In a game with six ties and six lead changes, 
ninth-ranked Navy came out with the 11-10 win 
in overtime against 20th-ranked Army West 
Point April 16 at Michie Stadium.

Casey Rees scored with 2:22 left in the extra 
period to give the Mids the victory. Navy ran a 
fake-flip play at the top of the box and Rees got 
open and beat freshman goaltender AJ Barretto 
for the winner.

Army (8-4, 5-2 PL) is alive for a bye in the 
Patriot League Tournament heading into Friday 
night’s game against Loyola on CBS Sports 
Network. With a win, the Black Knights will 
get the second seed and head to the semifinals 
at Navy.

“I wasn’t upset with our intensity or our fire 
today,” head coach Joe Alberici said. “I would 
have liked a little bit more execution in a couple 
of spots, but we played a top 10 team right there. 
Congratulations to them on the victory. We just 
came up a couple of plays short.”

The Black Knights got four points from 
junior attackman Cole Johnson on a goal and 
three assists, while sophomore midfielder Ted 
Glesener had his best day in an Army uniform 
with a hat trick. 

Freshman attackman Nate Jones was his 
normal self with another hat trick. He has at least 
three goals in seven of the 12 games this season. 
Junior midfielder Dan Grabher finished with two 
goals and senior midfielder Shea Mullins got on 
the board on Senior Day.

Barretto made nine saves for the Black 

Knights with four in the first quarter and five 
in the second half.

Navy (9-2, 7-1 PL) clinched the top seed 
in the league tournament with the win. Patrick 
Keena ended up with five points on three goals 
and two assists, while Casey Rees and Kevin 
Wendel had hat tricks. Jack Ray finished with 
two goals and John Connors had 14 stops in 
the cage.

The teams traded goals out of the gate with 
Army leading at 1-0 and 2-1, but the Mids 
answered with three-straight to give them a 
two-goal advantage at 4-2. 

Army responded in the second quarter with 
two man-up goals from Jones and Glesener and 
four in a row and took a 6-4 lead into the break. 

Glesener and Jones led the way with two 
goals each in the first 30 minutes, while Grabher 
and Johnson were also on the scoresheet.

The Mids answered in the third quarter with 
five goals to Army’s two and Navy had a 9-8 
lead after 45 minutes. 

Wendel and Keena recorded two goals 
apiece in the third frame and Rees added his 
23rd of the year with a tally during a 30-second 
warning. 

Jones scored the first goal of the quarter to 
give Army a 7-4 lead and Grabher’s goal gave 
the Black Knights a two-goal advantage with 
12:33 left in the stanza. Navy finished the third 
on a three-goal run to take the lead.

The fourth quarter was limited on the 
scoreboard, but not in emotion and determination. 

Glesener scored his third of the day and 
second during a man-up situation to tie the 
game at 9-9. 

Mullins gave Army the lead back at 10-9 
with an assist to Johnson. However, the 
Mids returned the favor and tied it with 5:40 
remaining in the quarter.

The Black Knights had a chance with less 
than 30 seconds remaining after causing a 

turnover in the final minute. Army came out of 
a timeout and set up a play, but Navy was able 
to get the stop to setup overtime.

Navy won the opening draw and never gave 
it back and went onto win with Rees scoring the 
gamewinner.

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

A 21-point swing in favor of the visiting Cal Golden 
Bears lifted the second-ranked Men’s Rugby program 
in the nation over the 11th-ranked Army West Point 
Black Knights by the score of 41-29 April 16 at the 
Anderson Rugby Complex.

“I was really proud of our effort today,” head coach 
Matt Sherman said. “I think we had a good performance 
from the standpoint of our energy, how we ran the 
field and our physicality. Equally as such, I was so 
proud of how composed we were this year. We’ve let 
our emotions get the best of us at times, but I thought 
today we had a really nice balance. This performance is 
one that I’m as proud of as I’ve ever been as a coach.”

The Black Knights found a way to pound the ball 
into the try zone in the seventh minute as senior No. 
8 Andrew Irwin dotted down for the opening score. 
Senior fullback Andrew Borer added the conversion 
to make the score 7-0 early on in the match.

A try line stand that lasted more than four minutes 
kept the score in favor of Army for the time being, 
but the second-ranked Golden Bears would finally 
breakthrough in the 18th minute as Russell Webb 
powered his way in to allow Harry Adolphus to knot 
the game.

Over a 10-minute span between the 23rd and 
33rd minutes, Army would capitalize on its offensive 

opportunities after getting deep in Cal’s zone. Senior 
center Joseph Dlugosch found his way over the try 
line to break the tie, before senior center Andrew Yoon 
capitalized on a long-distance strike after sophomore 
wing Jake Lachina broke through the Golden Bears’ 
defense. Sophomore lock Mitchell Sanderson capped 
a 15-0 run for the Cadets, who led 22-7.

Nic Mirhashem ended Army’s streak in the 36th 
minute as Cal would start its own three-score run that 
lasted to the 43rd minute with the Golden Bears taking 
their first lead of the match.

From there, a dogfight would ensue throughout the 
remaining 37 minutes. Borer, who was named the AAA 
Athlete of the Week following his program-record 30 
points against Oklahoma last weekend, dotted down to 
push the Black Knights back in front, 29-28. Despite 
getting within the five-meter mark a couple more times, 
Army was never able to add that final push.

The Golden Bears added a couple of tries in the 
final 20 minutes and capped the scoring with a penalty 
kick in the final minute.

“This is the closest group I’ve ever been around,” 
Sherman commented. “They care for each other and 
push each other and are really a true brotherhood. 
They make each other better, and they make me better 
as well.”

Army concludes its season at 9-5 and will compete 
in the Sevens Collegiate Rugby Championships at Talen 
Energy Stadium in Philadelphia on June 4-5.



16 April 21, 2016 Pointer View  

Burggraaf impressive against Holy Cross
By Stephan Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

Freshman pitcher Daniel Burggraaf tossed 
an impressive seven-plus innings of two-hit 
baseball for Army West Point as he led the 
Black Knights to a 3-0 victory in the series 
finale at Holy Cross Sunday in Worcester, 
Massachusetts.

“These guys are tough minded and always 
fight no matter what the situation is,” head coach 
Matt Reid said. “They’re always composed. We 
have a lot to work on, but baseball is a process 
of working hard to get better in all details of 
the game. We will get back to work this week 
and get better.”

The Black Knights scratched across another 
run in the first inning to open the scoring with 
the bases loaded. 

After a leadoff single by junior shortstop 

Kris Lindner, walks to freshman third baseman 
Trey Martin and sophomore catcher Jon Rosoff 
loaded the bases for sophomore left fielder John 
McCarthy. The Jupiter, Florida, native shot a 
single to right field on the first pitch to give 
Army its 1-0 lead. 

Freshman pitcher Pat McGowan settled 
down after that, however, as three-consecutive 
strikeouts would end the threat.

It was a bit of a rocky start for the righty 
from Belfair, Washington, allowing a two-out 
single in the first before allowing the baserunner 
to advance 90 feet, but from there on he was 
locked in. 

The righty retired 12 consecutive Crusaders 
until a single by Thomas Russo ended that streak 
in the fifth inning.

“Daniel did a great job on the mound, and 
our defense made the plays behind him,” Reid 
commented. “We broke through early and added 

Freshman Daniel Burggraaf tossed an impressive seven-plus innings of two-hit baseball to help Army West Point defeat Holy Cross 3-0 Sunday in Worcester, 
Mass. At one point, Burggraaf retired 12 straight batters during his outing.                        Photo coUrtesy of army athletic commUnications

a couple more runs late. We grinded it out and 
did it as a team.”

Army mounted another threat in the second 
inning, but was unable to push across any 
insurance runs. After freshman second baseman 
Josh White led off with a single, junior right 
fielder David Monge was hit by a pitch. The 
two cadets would advance 90 feet apiece, but 
two defensive stops by Holy Cross kept the 
deficit at one.

Monge utilized his speed two innings later 
as a one-out infield hit preceded his 10th stolen 
base of the season. The Pembroke Pines, Fla., 
native would be stranded 90 feet from home 
after a Lindner single. McGowan was once 
again bailed out by his defense as a double-play 
ended the threat.

Back-to-back singles by Rosoff and 
McCarthy in the fifth chased McGowan from 
the game, allowing George Capen to take the 

hill for Holy Cross. 
Capen did exactly as his title expressed, 

relieving the pressure from the inning with a 
fielder’s choice and a couple of strike outs to 
get out of the inning.

A four-hit seventh inning allowed Army to 
extend its lead to three runs, starting with Rosoff 
to lead off the inning. 

Sophomore first baseman Stu Schley singled 
two batters later, followed by senior designated 
hitter Brock Davidson. 

Senior center fielder Jacob Page hit a 
sacrifice fly for the first insurance run. White 
stepped up to bat next, singling in Schley.

After a leadoff walk started the eighth, Reid 
turned to senior pitcher Justin French to close 
the game’s final two innings. 

The righty did just that, recording his 
fifth save of the season on one hit and three 
strikeouts.
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Brown tops own school record at Bucknell

April 28
4 p.m.—SoftbAll vS. mAriSt 
(DH), Army SoftbAll Complex.

April 30
NooN—bASebAll vS. leHigH (DH), 
DoubleDAy fielD.

1 p.m.—SoftbAll vS. mANHAttAN 
(DH), Army SoftbAll Complex.

mAy 1
1 p.m.—bASebAll vS. leHigH 

(DH), DoubleDAy fielD.

mAy 7
1 p.m.—SoftbAll vS. lAfAyette 
(DH), Army SoftbAll Complex.
mAy 8
1 p.m.—SoftbAll vS. lAfAyette, 
Army SoftbAll Complex.

**to See tHe upComiNg Army 
AtHletiCS SCHeDule, viSit www.
goArmyweStpoiNt.Com/CAleNDAr.
ASpx?vtype=liSt.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Men’s Tennis bests Boston University on Senior Day

By Joshua Gleason
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Track 
and Field team finished the Bucknell Outdoor 
Classic April 17 in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 
in strong fashion, specifically from the likes of 
sophomore Briyah Brown. 

Brown took the title in the shot put while 
topping her own school record. Her top throw 
of 15.15 meters was far and away the best throw 
of the day, as nobody else topped 14 meters.

“Brown has been so good for us this year and 
so dependable that her success is often taken for 
granted,” said Director of Track and Field and 
Cross Country Mike Smith. “It is not easy to win 
or compete at the top each and every week yet 
there she is at every meet. I am proud of her and 
really look forward to what she can do we move 
ahead into the championship meets.”

The Black Knights also saw freshman 
Caddie Mundekis posted an ECAC qualifying 
mark. 

Her fourth-place finish in the 800 meter run 
came in 2:11.73. Mundekis was one of only five 
to post an ECAC time of the 90 competitors.

Army had another pair of individuals with 
solid performances. 

Junior Cori Lemere placed 11th out of 59 in 
the 100 meter dash (12.70) and 16th out of 44 
in the long jump (5.34 meters). 

Senior Megan Gemar also placed fourth in 

Sophomore Briyah Brown took the shot put title while topping her own school record at the Bucknell Outdoor Classic 
April 17 in Lewisburg, Pa. Brown had the top shot put at 15.15 meters while no one else topped 14 meters at the 
Classic.                                                         Photo coUrtesy of army athletic commUnications

the pole vault as she cleared 3.60 meters in her 
second try. 

She fell short at 3.75 meters, which would 
have tied the school-record set by Kaci Clark in 

2011 and also been good enough for an ECAC 
qualifying mark (set at 3.70 meters).

By Joshua Gleason
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Tennis team 
celebrated Senior Day on Sunday afternoon with 
a 4-1 victory over Boston University at Malek 
Tennis Courts. 

The Black Knights improved to 15-7 on the 
year and 4-0 in the Patriot League while Boston 
University dropped to 8-10 but suffered its first 
league loss after winning its first three.

Eight seniors were honored before the 
match. Caison Best, Ben Davies, Joey Hatala, 
Sam Jang-Milsten, Austin McCasin, Harrison 
McCormick, David Proctor and Ron Verano 
were each presented with a commemorative 
coin from Director of Athletics Boo Corrgian 
and gifts from teammates. The victory was the 
25th regular season Patriot League win for the 
four-year class in as many tries.

The match started with tense doubles 
action. While junior Sam Lampman and 

sophomore Michael Nguyen improved to 7-1 
in the third doubles slot by a score of 6-2, the 
top doubles pairing of junior Grant Riechmann 
and McCormick had to battle for a 6-4 win to 
clinch the point.

The singles matches featured more tight 
matches. Riechmann had to battle into a first set 
tiebreaker against Stefan Lemire before cruising 
in the second set for a 7-6 (7-5), 6-1 win.

Freshman David Mitchell, who has settled 
into the third singles spot as of late for the Black 

Knights, defeated Lucas Bombonatti 7-5, 6-4.
Nguyen’s victory in the fourth singles 

position was the other Army win to take the 
match. His 6-2, 6-3 triumph over Satyajit 
Simhadri was his third straight win.

The cadets now have just one regular 
season match to go as they travel to Annapolis, 
Maryland this weekend for the annual Star 
Match versus Navy. 

The senior class has never lost a regular 
season match against the Midshipmen.

The Army West Point Men’s Tennis team’s seniors posed with gifts before the match Sunday and 
then went out and defeated Boston University 4-1 to up their season record to 15-7overall and 
4-0 in the Patriot League.                                                 Photo coUrtesy of army athletic commUnications


