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Members of the Army West Point Women’s Basketball team watched the men’s game 
Monday from the bleachers as the Black Knights faced Navy during the make up of a 
postponed game from Jan. 23 in New York City. Unfortunately, the girls’ enthusiasm 
couldn’t prevent a loss, as the Midshipmen defeated Army West Point, 64-50, in 
front of more than 3,000 spectators at Christl Arena. See Page 20 for story and game 
photos.                              Photo by claSS of 2017 cadet alex Werden
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Pointer View  news & Features

Honoring FDR
Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor, Dean of the Academic Board, and U.S. Military Academy cadets, who served as the 
honor guard, render salutes at the gravesite of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor at the Franklin 
D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum Jan. 30 in Hyde Park, New York. Trainor laid a Presidential Wreath 
at the site on behalf of the President of the United States to commemorate Roosevelt’s 134th birthday.                
               Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito t. bryant/USMa PUblic affairS

Army reveals 
p l a n  t o  f u l l y 
integrate women 
into all MOSs, 
combat units
By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service 

Acting Army Secretary Patrick Murphy 
and Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley 
told lawmakers the Army is opening the door 
to every job a Soldier can hold regardless of 
gender.

“This is the right decision for our Army,” 
Murphy, testifying before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee Tuesday, said. “The 
personal courage and selfless service made 
by women in our Army is no different than 
that exhibited by our men… We owe them the 
respect and honor to offer them the opportunity 
to succeed anywhere in our Army, based upon 
only the merits of their performance.”

Murphy said that after several years of 
extensive research, collaboration and practical 
evaluation, the service came to three primary 
conclusions—that women are capable of 
performing every job in the Army; that the 
maintenance of high standards, performance and 
professional conduct will be based solely upon 
what the position requires and nothing else; and 
that leadership is critical to integration.

Murphy added that full integration will 
likely take several years as the Army adjusts 
both to the culture and to growing individual 
skills within the force.

“For the record, I fully support opening 
military occupational specialties in the United 
States Army to all Soldiers regardless of 
gender,” Milley said. “And, I believe full 
integration of women in all career fields will 
either maintain, sustain or improve the overall 
readiness… and our capability of the force if… 
and only if we maintain and enforce rigorous 
combat readiness standards and we maintain a 
merit-based results-oriented organization, and 
we apply no quotas and no pressure… we will 
not impose quotas on ourselves.”

Milley said that once approved by Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter, the Army would execute 
what he called a “very deliberate, methodical and 
transparent process” to include developed and 
published measurable gender-neutral standards 
based on combat readiness requirements.

“I estimate that effective female integration 

into infantry, armor and special forces will 
require no less than one to three years of 
deliberate effort in order to develop the 
individual skills and grow our leaders,” Milley 
added. “The Army is currently in the process 
of ensuring our facilities comply with law and 
DOD policies for access and gender-neutral 
living standards at both our basic and individual 
training.”

The Army will integrate women through 
a “leader first” approach, with women able to 

serve as Infantry and Armor officers later this 
year in designated brigade combat teams.

The Chief of Staff said this spring female 
cadets and officer candidates, who meet the 
gender-neutral standard, will be given the 
opportunity to request either Infantry or Armor 
branches. 

Milley noted that since 2011, the Army 
has opened nine MOSs to women and 95,000 
positions in combat arms units. 

Additionally, the 160th Special Operations 

Aviation Regiment was opened to women in 
2014 and Ranger School was integrated this 
past year.

“These experiences have informed and 
enabled the Army to successfully implement 
gender integration and increase our combat 
readiness,” Milley said. “Make no mistake about 
it, this process is going to have challenges, but 
if we proceed with a methodical and deliberate 
execution, like all previous integration efforts, 
it’s my belief the Army will be successful.”
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Post Night: The Final Piece of the Firstie Puzzle Revealed

Class of 2016 Cadets Duke Choi (left) and John Humelsine were thrilled to 
receive their post assignments on Jan. 28 in Thayer Hall. After graduation, the 
cadets become second lieutenants and report to their assigned posts upon 
finishing their Basic Officer Leadership Course. Choi and Humelsine will both 
report to Fort Wainwright, Alaska.            

Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Roughly 200 manila envelopes lined the 
walls of Robinson Auditorium Jan. 28, each of 
them holding the final piece to 200 puzzles. The 
Class of 2016 would learn their post assignments 
upon graduation.

Infantry cadets entered the room as they 
looked to the wall of envelopes. Above them 
were the names of Army post assignments 
in alphabetical order: Benning, Bliss, Bragg, 
Campbell, the wall went on.

“Post is really what you make of it,” Capt. 
Sean Cockrill, Infantry Branch representative, 
said. “Overall, your job satisfaction is going to 
be based off your performance there so it’s not 
that big of a deal where you get posted first.”

Despite Cockrill’s reassurance, Firsties 
filled the room with nervous chatter, unsure of 
where they would be spending the next two to 
three years of their lives.

Cockrill began the night speaking to his 
group of infantrymen, joking that they were 
going to go back to the “old way” of selecting 
posts.

Up until 2012, cadets would stand up one by 
one in order of their class rank. They would pick 
the post that they wanted until the last cadet was 
left with the final post on the wall. The selection 
process has since improved.

“It’s an OML (Order of Merit List) based 
system,” Cockrill said of the computer-
organized method.  “The reason we switched to 
this system is because it eliminates human error 
and the system does it for us with way less error 
than we could ever do.”

As the posting commenced, Cockrill called 
five names from a list and told them to stand up.

He asked one of the cadets, “Where are 

you going?”
“Lewis?” The cadet answered in an unsure 

voice.
“No,” Cockrill said. “You’ll be surfing a 

little bit more.”
The crowd cheered loudly, knowing that this 

cluster of cadets was headed to Hawaii.
As each group stood, they celebrated loudly 

with their classmates, excited that their final 
puzzle piece had been unveiled.  

“I’m so excited, it was my first choice, the 
post I wanted to go to since I came to West 
Point,” said Bryan Silverman, an Infantry cadet 
headed to Fort Campbell, 3rd Brigade. “It is the 
post and unit that all of the mentors that I have 
respected for my entire cadet career have come 
from, for one reason or another, and I wanted 
to go here in many ways because I had a desire 
to emulate them, and you know, be a part of the 
history that is inherit to that unit.”

In a classroom down the hall, about 75 
Armor cadets awaited their post assignments.

Capt. Jeremy White, Armor Branch 
representative, had a different way to tell the 
cadets of their posts.

As a group of cadets would come to the front 
of the class, White would put different pictures 
and landmarks up on a PowerPoint giving them 
hints to their homes for the next few years.

“There’s a lot of anticipation,” White said.  
“It’s an exciting time, and an exciting activity 
we do with them, I built their anticipation a little 
with the slide show.”

In regards to choosing posts, White had 
some cadets come visit him so they would 
make better informed decisions, a tactic he 
recommends to anyone unsure of where they 
may want to go.

“One of the best things I would say for the 
cadets is to come see your branch rep,” he said.  

“If they want to come in and make an educated 
choice on what they’re doing, we are here and 
he have the expert knowledge so come see us 
and talk to us as much as you can before you 
make that final choice.”

While not everyone gets to go to their top 
pick, cadets seemed to have an overall good 
experience with their post assignments.

“Looks like I’m going to Fort Lewis,” 
Nicholas Archuleta, an Armor cadet, said. “It 
was my number two choice, after Hawaii, but 
you know, it’s second and it’s on the West Coast. 
I used to be prior enlisted and I’ve been to Texas 
and I’ve been to Fort Bragg before so I might as 
well hit the other side of the country. I’m real 
excited.  I can’t wait.”

(Left) Armor Branch members of the U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2016 sit in anticipation before learning what 
post they received on Post Night Jan. 28 in Thayer Hall. 
(Above) Three Infantry Branch cadets from the Class of 
2016 celebrate in Robinson Auditorium after learning they 
are receiving the posts they wanted.         
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Cadets participate in community service with BBBS
IN FOCUS: CADETS IN COMMUNITY

A large group of Big Brothers and Big Sisters gathered with their younger friends, the “Littles,” last year at West 
Point’s Lee Child Development Center. The cadets and their “Littles” made use of the facility’s gymnasium, riding the 
inflatables, trying out the basketball nets, hula hoops and jump ropes and other recreational activities. 
                             Photo by Mike StraSSer/PV (file Photo) 

Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

One of the aspects the Admissions 
Directorate at West Point will look for in a 
cadet candidate’s admission packet is the 
ability to lead. Specifically, organizational 
skills and performing community service. 
Once a candidate is admitted, volunteering and 
community service will be an important part of 
life as a cadet. 

One of the volunteer programs cadets are 
active in is the local Big Brothers Big Sisters 
(BBBS) of Orange County, offering mentorship 
and companionship. Thirty cadets volunteer 
for BBBS and work with the Highland Falls 
Elementary School children from third to eighth 
grade. Children are paired individually with a 
cadet mentor for a one-on-one relationship for 
after school activities. 

In BBBS vernacular, volunteers are known 
as ‘Bigs’ and the children are ‘Littles.’ 

“We have biweekly visits to mentor our 
Highland Falls ‘Littles,’ with once a month 
weekend trips to Bounce, ice skating, bowling, 
hikes around West Point and picnics at Bull 
Pond,” Class of 2016 Cadet Jennifer Moore, 
cadet-in charge, said.

“A BBBS volunteer is required to commit 
four hours of one-on-one mentorship with 
their ‘Little’ to stay enrolled in the program. 
Cadets at West Point fulfill this requirement 
with a biweekly visit and/or the once a month 
mentorship activity. Otherwise, cadets must be 
dedicated to the club as the ‘Littles’ depend on 
a solid mentorship foundation and cadets must 
be excited to make a difference in a child’s life,” 
Moore explained.

Moore said she began volunteering for 
BBBS during her plebe year and has been a 
member ever since.

“I started BBBS with the intent of releasing 
stress by hanging out with children after school 
once a week and once a weekend,” Moore said. 
“Today, I realize I have gained and given much 
more than friendship because I am considered 
a beloved and hollowed ‘Big’ to my ‘Little.’ 
The children are great. Each one of them has 
a lovely personality, from over excited to laid 
back and quiet. Each cadet is interviewed and 
each ‘Little’ is interviewed in order to establish 
a cohesive match. My ‘Little’ is always on the 
go. She is active and fun-loving and is always 
ready to have a good time.”

Class of 2016 Cadet Michael Auten works 
with BBBS by helping them obtain more 
volunteers.

“We are part of a team of community service 
groups at West Point that all work together to 
represent the Academy in a positive light,” 
Auten said. “I actually believe that the most 
important thing that we can do is reach out to 
local children. They are the future, and we can 
do so much to change their lives. That is exactly 
why I joined the military.

“When I was a kid, there was an adult who 
reached out to me and showed me how the 
military encourages the development of good 
values,” Auten added. “I wanted to be like 
him and that desire brought me to West Point 

where I have had so many great opportunities. 
Everybody joins the military to serve and 
projects like BBBS remind us of our motivation. 
Ultimately, if we reach out to one child and 
change his or her life for the better, we can sleep 

well at night.”
Big Brothers Big Sisters have been working 

with West Point cadets since 1978. BBBS targets 
children who may be facing some challenges at 
home, such as children being raised by a single 

parent or are from low income families. 
The mission of BBBS is to help children 

reach their potential through one to one 
relationships with mentors, which has been 
proven to have a measurable impact on youth.
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2015-16 Cadet Club Activities

Powerlifting: The Army West Point Powerlifting Club traveled to Albany, New York, for 
the Northeast Iron Beast Powerlifting Meet Jan. 23-24. The goal of the meet was twofold—first, 
to allow the more experienced lifters to achieve qualifying totals for Collegiate Nationals and 
second, to give the club’s less experienced lifters another meet under their belts. 

The meet was a resounding success. Every single lifter who competed qualified for the National 
Championships; additionally, many medaled in their weight class to include most of the female 
lifters. 

This was only the second meet the women have competed in; they were led by Class of 2016 
Cadet Shaina Coss who placed first in her weight class with a qualifying total that puts her in 
contention among the best women in the country. 

Also placing first were Class of 2016 Cadet Amy Slaughter and Class of 2018 Cadet Blaise 
Paulo. Medaling in their weight classes were Class of 2018 Cadets Camiesha Jackson, Heather 
Reed and Class of 2019 Cadet Danielle Peck. 

The men were led by team co-captain and Class of 2016 Cadet Tom Evans and Class of 2018 
Cadet lifter Jon Chambers who both placed first in their weight class. 

(Above) Class of 2019 Cadet Niko Tan gets deep into a squad.

Chess: During the Royal Military College of Canada exchange from Jan. 21-24 in Kingston, 
Ontario, the USMA Chess team did an exceptional job. Not only did West Point perform very 
well in the tournament, but all of the team members enjoyed going to class with their hosts and 
experiencing Canadian academy life for a few days. 

Maj. Regis Bellemere, the Canadian Chess OIC, set up the  tournament with 42 participants 
from USMA, RMC, the U.S. Military and the Canadian Military. The primary objective of the 
tournament was for RMC to compete with USMA, but it was also an individual tournament that 
attracted multiple players of all ages and skill levels. 

Overall, the USMA team won the five-round match with 26.5 team points over RMC’s 17.5. 
Individually, multiple cadets performed very well.

Class of 2016 Cadet Wesley Loudon won the tournament with 5/5 points, and Class of 2017 
Cadet Nicholas Oblak took second place with 4.5/5 points. 

Additionally, Class of 2019 Cadet Zade Koch won the biggest upset award for round one and 

Class of 2017 Cadet Yixin Huang won the best unrated player prize. 
Overall, the team performed far better than expected and it is looking forward to its next 

tournament Saturday. 

Women’s Team Handball: The West Point Women’s Team Handball (Black team) competed 
in the California Cup Tournament in Fremont, California, Jan. 29-Monday. The competition at the 
tournament consisted of some of the top teams in the nation and provided an assessment of West 
Point’s development over the past season. 

The tournament also served as an indicator of the competition the team will expect to see at 
Club Nationals. The West Point Black squad displayed a valiant effort as it took on San Francisco 
Jan. 29. The game ended with a tough loss for West Point, 20-18. The defensive effort put forward 
by the team played an outstanding role in diminishing the elite San Francisco team’s ability to 
take an easy win. 

On Jan. 30, West Point fought 
a tough battle with Chicago in a 
match truly attesting to West Point’s 
development over the course of the 
past year as West Point won the 
game, 20-19. 

This was a significant win for the 
cadets as they were able to overcome 
their loss from last semester to the 
same Chicago team. 

Lastly, West Point faced its 
toughest competition on Sunday as 
it played Los Angeles. 

Despite great offensive tactics 
and a fortified defense, Los Angeles 
came out on top, 22-17. West Point 
Black carried a fighting spirit and 
aggressive desire to finish third 
place in the tournament.   
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Ask the Lawyer—Introducing the West Point SJA
By Sharon J. Ackah, JD, MPH and 
Capt. Seung Lee 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate

If you have the good fortune of being a 
cadet, faculty, staff, family member or other 
member of the West Point community, you 
may have already discovered many of the 
outstanding services offered by various offices 
on the installation. One such office is the Office 
of the Staff Judge Advocate (OSJA). 

All year round, the mission of the Office of 
the OSJA is to provide responsive, effective and 
efficient legal guidance and advice to the United 
States Military Academy’s (USMA) Command, 
and to eligible members within the West Point 
community. 

OSJA Online
In furtherance of its mission, the OSJA 

recently launched an updated website featuring 
an abundance of helpful information such 
as the functions of each section, common 
practice areas, eligibility requirements, services 
provided by each section, commonly requested 
documents and links to related sites. 

The OSJA website can be found by googling 
“USMA SJA” or “West Point SJA.”  

The OSJA “Home” page now displays 
general office information and a photo with the 
current OSJA team. 

Under the “Home” page is the “About” page 
which has not been changed, but provides a rich 
history of the Judge Advocate General’s corps. 

 
Administrative and Civil Law
The next OSJA section, “Administrative 

& Civil Law,” provides an overview of that 
section’s specific mission in advising USMA’s 
command, staff and faculty regarding Federal 
labor and employment law, government 
contracting, intellectual property law in the 
academic and college athletics environments, 
fiscal law, investigations, ethics and general 
administrative legal issues. 

The “Administrative & Civil Law” website 
also provides a link to USMA’s internal web 
portal where faculty and staff can obtain more 
information. 

 

Military Justice
“Military Justice” follows next with a 

revised list of points of contact for military 
justice matters that concern the United States 
Corps of Cadets (USCC), the West Point 
Garrison or Magistrate Court. 

The “Military Justice” page also provides 
links for directions to the USMA Court and 
Magistrate Court, as well as a link to USMA’s 
internal web portal where faculty and staff can 
obtain more information. 

Claims
The OSJA “Claims” office is featured next. 

The West Point Claims Office assists with filing 
Personnel Claims for damages for items like 
household goods and assists with the filing of 
those claims. 

The “Claims” website now provides 
“Helpful Claims Documents” and links to other 
claims websites.  

Legal Assistance
Next is the “Legal Assistance” webpage 

which now provides information on separate 
subpages regarding office hours and contacts, 
legal assistance eligibility, services provided, 
types of cases handled and tax center information. 

There is also a document library where 
helpful information papers can be found 
regarding topics such as divorce, adoption, 
identity theft or estate planning, in addition 
to links to other legal websites for more 
information. 

The services provided by the legal assistance 
section of the OSJA might be most commonly 

known among the community. 
Legal assistance attorneys and staff provide 

ministerial services such as notarial acts as 
well as advice and counsel on a wide variety 
of matters within the purview of both civil and 
military law.   

Life, Death, and Taxes
As income tax season swings into high gear, 

cadets and Soldiers alike should visit the OSJA, 
Legal Assistance site to familiarize themselves 
with the free income tax preparation service 
offered by the West Point Tax Center.  

The Center is staffed by IRS-Certified tax 

preparers and service-oriented volunteers who 
receive training on tax preparation.  

The Center is especially experienced with 
cadet tax preparation which is complicated 
by the fact that cadets file their taxes in every 
state and because USMA is a full scholarship 
government institution where cadets receive a 
salary for attendance. 

More information and relevant documents 
can be found on the “Tax Center” subpage. 

Visit the OSJA website at www.usma.edu/
sja to begin exploring for yourself.

The Office of the Staff Judge Advocate offers many services to the West Point 
community.                coUrteSy Photo 
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James I. O’Neill High 
School welcomes 
retired U.S. Army 
Buffalo Soldier Sgt. 
Sanders H. Matthews, 
Sr. (right in photo) 
for a “Question and 
Answer”  session 
from 10-11:30 a.m. 
Feb. 11. If affected by 
inclement weather, 
the event takes place 
Feb. 12. The District 
welcomes parents 
and the community 
to join O’Neil l  in 
the auditorium for 
this amazing event, 
which is part of its 
celebration of Black 
History Month and 
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e 
legacy of the Buffalo 
Soldiers.

Last living Buffalo Soldier stationed at 
West Point speaks at James I. O’Neill H.S. The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor in New Windsor will commemorate “Four 

Chaplains Day” at 2 p.m. Saturday with a presentation about the sinking of the transport 
Dorchester that took place on Feb. 3, 1943. 

The program will also feature a 35-minute video about this event. The video includes 
recollections of survivors of the sinking of the transport Dorchester. The program will 
conclude with a short candle-lighting ceremony in honor of these four clergy. 

Admission is free and with seating being limited—reservations are strongly suggested.
To make a reservation or for details about the event, call 845-561-1765.

Four Chaplains Day Commemorative 
Program at NPHHH 2 p.m. Saturday
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Take care of your heart—February is American Heart Month

Go Red for Women logo. graPhic coUrteSy of ScriPtPhd.coM

By Gwendolyn Swinson, RN, BA, CCM
Keller’s Population Health Nurse

Heart disease, such as coronary heart disease, heart attack, 
congestive heart failure and congenital heart disease, is the 
leading cause of death for both men and women. In 2012, Orange 
County, New York reported heart disease as the cause of death 
in 25 percent of the fatalities.* 

To prevent heart disease, recommendations include quitting 
smoking, lowering cholesterol, controlling high blood pressure, 
maintaining a healthy weight and exercising. To increase 
awareness of its effects, Keller Army Community Hospital is 
proudly participating in American Heart Month. 

The good news is that living a healthy lifestyle that 
incorporates good nutrition, weight management and getting 
plenty of physical activity can play a big role in avoiding heart 
disease.

“Coronary artery disease is preventable,” Johnny Lee, M.D., 
president of New York Heart Associates and an American Heart 
Association board member and volunteer, said. “Typical warning 
signs are chest pain, shortness of breath, palpitations and even 
fatigue.”

If you feel any of these symptoms, don’t delay—Call 9-1-1.
Heart disease is the No. 1 killer of women, causing 1 in 3 

deaths each year. That’s approximately one woman every minute! 
But it doesn’t affect all women alike, and the warning signs for 
women aren’t the same as in men. 

Because of this statistic, ‘Go Red for Women’ wants you to 
join the movement to end heart disease and stroke in women 

because it’s not just a man’s disease. 
‘Go Red For Women’ wants you to join them in raising 

awareness by participating in National Wear Red Day® on Friday, 
and every Friday throughout the month of February. Make an 
effort to wear something red to show your support for women 
with heart disease.

Lowering your cholesterol, blood pressure and weight 
through a reasonable and appropriately managed, diet and 
exercise program has been proven to decrease your risk of having 
a heart attack.  

“Join our Keller team by wearing Red every Friday in 
February, as we join together in the fight against the leading killer 
of men and women alike—Heart Disease,” said  Dr. Troy Prairie, 
MD, Keller’s Chief of the Primary Care Dept.

You can make healthy changes to lower your risk of 
developing heart disease. Controlling and preventing risk factors 
is also important for people who already have heart disease. To 
lower your risk:

• Watch your weight;
• Quit smoking and stay away from secondhand smoke;
• Control your cholesterol and blood pressure;
• If you drink alcohol, drink only in moderation;
• Get active and eat healthy.
For more information, visit www.TRICAREonline.com or 

the public website at http://kach.amedd.army.mil.
Our team of providers, nurses and medics at Keller Hospital 

stand ready to help every patient develop a goal directed diet and 
exercise program tailored to your individual needs.  

Call 845-938-7992 today to schedule an appointment aimed 

at reducing your risk of early heart disease.
(Editor’s note: *Leading Causes of Death by County, New 

York State, 2012. Source: Data as of March 2014, New York 
State Department of Health-Bureau of Biometrics and Health 
Statistics.)
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allie_bakes: “Looks like my Roomie and 
I will be rooming together at Fort Carson 
too! #happypostnight #cantseparateus 
#roomie4lyfe #postnight"

#USMA Social Scene

misshabig: “Proud of you, Carissa! #Jeopardy 
#West Point #goArmy #Habigalumna"

mattloz16: “Can’t believe I get to start off my 
army career at ft. carson colorado. Just one 
more milestone till graduation. #essayons"

@westpoint_usma

chrisshort93: “After BOLC I’ll be joining 
2nd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division at Fort 
Hood, Texas! Excited to see what these next 
couple of years have to offer. #fam #reglegs 
#fi eldartillery #postnight #army #wheresnicole 
#bonactuallygotpolk” 

instagram & twitter: @westpoint_usma
facebook.com/WESTPOINTUSMA

mjdabeck: “Stoked that I’ll be going to 
Stewart with Tucker and Clifford!"
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FEATURED ITEMS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WPSC Casino Night 

The West Point Spouses Club will host the WPSC Casino 
Night 6-11 p.m. Feb. 26 at Eisenhower Hall. Tickets are on 
sale now. More event information can be found on the WPSC’s 
Facebook page at “WPSC Casino Night.”

Volunteers are still needed. If you want to volunteer, email 
WPSCcasinonight@gmail.com.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. 

Service members are required to begin the SFL-TAP no later 
than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule dates are as follows: 
• Monday-Feb. 12;
• Feb. 29-March 4.
Registration is required. 
Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 

for more details.

FAST Class
Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 

Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from March 21-April 20. 

The class meets 5:30-8:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or nancy.judd@usma.edu 

or Neil Sakumoto at 938-5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees.

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Infantry Ball
The National Infantry Association’s Infantry Ball is scheduled  

for Friday at Eisenhower Hall Grand Ballroom.
The cocktail hour begins at 6 p.m. followed by the banquet 

at 7:30 p.m. The Ball brings cadets, families and infantrymen 
together to honor the historic lineage of the Infantry branch.  

Sgt. Maj. of the Army, Daniel Dailey, will address the 
attendees. To purchase tickets, go to http://www.westpointaog.
org/2016InfantryBall. For details, contact Maj. Chris Green, 
NIA Secretary, at chris.green@usma.edu or 845-938-3114.

Four Chaplains Service
The Orange County American Legion invites the West Point 

community to a Four Chaplains Service 2 p.m. Sunday at the 
Post Chapel. 

This service commemorates the four U.S. Army Chaplains 
who went down with the U.S.A.T. Dorchester after helping other 
Soldiers survive the Feb. 3, 1943 torpedo attack off the coast of 
Greenland. There are refreshments after the service.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The “Alpha and Omega” will be on display at the West Point 
Museum for two years before being returned to “rest” until their 
next exhibition. 

Everyone is invited to view these important relics before the 
closing of the exhibit in 2017. The West Point Museum is open 
at no charge, seven days a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Tax Center hours and official opening
Tax season continues at the West Point Tax Center. The 

center will be open from 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday through April 15. 

There will be an official grand opening with the Garrison 
Commander, Col. Landy Dunham, at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday 
at Bldg. 626, where the center is located.

To make an appointment, call 845-938-5920 or email  
WPStaff_SJA_Tax@usma.edu.

2016 African American/Black History Month Observance
The 2016 African American/Black History Month Observance 

is scheduled for noon-1 p.m. Feb. 17 at the West Point Club’s 
Grand Ballroom.

Cadets must sign up online prior to the event at https://cis.
usma.edu/. Staff and faculty must RSVP and pay by Feb. 12 to 
EO@usma.edu if you desire a ticket for a meal. After Feb. 12, 
lunch will not be guaranteed. 

For details, contact the USMA EO Office at 938-6745 or 
EO@usma.edu, the USCC EO Office at 938-8456 or EO@usma.
edu or the EO Program Manager at 938-3814 or EO@usma.edu.

DUSA Community Grants
The Daughters of the United States Army is now accepting 

applications for their 2016 Community Welfare Grants.  
Pick up the application from the West Point Museum Gift 

Shop. Grants must be postmarked by Feb. 19.

Girls on the Run
Each Girls on the Run (GOTR) program is run by local, 

certified coaches from the community at a ratio of between 8-15 
girls per coach. 

The West Point local chapter is coached by Mary Posner, 
Lilla Faint, Jill Boucher and Lucy Alvarez and is supported 
by many other volunteers, ranging from part-time coaches to 
practice support staff.  

For a nominal fee, there are weekly practice runs and 
a culminating 5K, but girls also participate in a 24-lesson 
curriculum, covering topics ranging from nutrition and self-
awareness to bullying and resisting peer pressure. 

West Point’s second season of GOTR begins in the spring. 
The program is well organized, coached and utilizes running as a 
conduit to “inspire and motivate girls, encourage lifelong fitness 
and build confidence through accomplishment.” 

If you are interested in volunteering or becoming a Girls On 
the Run coach, contact Mary Posner at mcpgoarmy18@mac.com 
or visit www.girlsontherunhv.org. 

Sign-ups for the spring season will begin March 30 and the 
final 5K of the spring season will be June 11.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month.

The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at Washington Hall 
Room 4101. The club is about improving tomorrow’s Army, 
its Soldiers, the installation and the local community through 
commitment, caring, mentoring, teaching and training.

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Thomas 
Robinson at 254-768-8414 or Vice President Stuart Sword at 
757-816-0256.

Community
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FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT
Polar Fest

Come out for some winter fun at MWR’s annual Polar Fest 
from noon-7 p.m. Saturday at the Victor Constant Ski Slope.  

Pre-registration will begin at the ski sales offi ce Monday. 
Polar Fest passes include food, drink, live music and 

NASTAR ski and snowboard races at a minimal price.  
For details, call 938-8810.

Wee Ones and We Read Winter programs
The Family Advocacy Program has your winter Wee Ones 

and Wee Read dates scheduled through March.  
Wee Ones will meet 9:30-11 a.m. every Monday, except Feb. 

15, at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500. Wee Read will meet 9-10 a.m. 
Thursdays (today, Feb. 18, March 3 and 17) at the ACS Resiliency 
Center, Bldg. 626, second fl oor. Pre-registration is required.  

For details, contact Shelley Ariosto at 938-3369 or Lisa 
Pokorny at 938-0629.

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 6 and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

Arts & Crafts February class schedule
• Today—Little Impressionist, 10:30-11 a.m. For ages 2 

and up;
• Feb. 16—Open Studio, noon-5 p.m. Self-guided, limited 

instructions;
• Feb. 16—Pint Sized Picasso, 10:30-11 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 

p.m. Marc Chagall, classes are for grades K-5;
• Feb. 18— Cookies and Canvas, “Dragonfl y,” Arts & Crafts 

provide the snacks, paint and pre-sketched canvas, you provide 
the kids. Children must be accompanied by an adult;

• Feb. 23—Pint Sized Picasso, 10:30-11 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Charles Schultz, Classes are for grades K-5;

• Feb. 23—Open Studio, noon-5 p.m. Self-guided, limited 
instructions.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

February Community Skate hours
The Community Skate hours for February are scheduled from 

3:30-5 p.m. Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 28 at Tate Rink in the Holleder 
Center. 

Admission is free, but patrons must provide their own skates.  
For updates or changes to the schedule, call 845-938-2991.

March events with Leisure Travel Services 
Join Leisure Travel Services for several trips during March. 

The trips include: 
• March 7—Philadelphia Flower Show, leave West Point at 

8 a.m., leave Philadelphia at 4 p.m.; 
• March 10—See the Broadway performance of Aladdin, 

leave West Point at 4 p.m., leave NYC after the show; 
• March 17—New York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade, leave 

West Point at 10 a.m., leave NYC at 4:30 p.m.; 
• March 24—Theater Van to Broadway to purchase half price 

tickets at the TKTS discount ticket booth, leave West Point at 
4:30 p.m., leave NYC after the show;  

• March 26—International Food Shopping Tour in NYC, 
leave West Point at 10 a.m., leave NYC at 4 p.m. 

For ticket pricing and reservations, call 938-3601.

FOR THE YOUTHS

Veterans Appreciation Day at Victor Constant Ski Area
Calling all veterans! Come out to the ski slope Friday for 

special discounts for veterans and their immediate families with 
valid ID. Adaptive ski equipment will be provided. Ski hours of 
operation are 3 p.m.-9 p.m. with available lessons at 4:30 p.m. 

For details, call 845-938-8810.

BOSS Super Bowl Party
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers as they watch the 

big game at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion from 5-10 p.m. Sunday. 
Food, drink and raffl es are provided. 
For details, call 938-6497.

Financial Readiness classes
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a Financial Readiness 

class with ACS. The class dates are:
• Monday—Using Credit Wisely;
• Feb. 16—Sensible Savings;
• March 14—Get Clever On Credit Report;
• March 21—Personal Financial Responsibility.
All classes are held at Army Community Service Bldg. 622 

from 3-4 p.m. 
For details on First-Term Soldiers Financial Readiness 

workshop, an individual one-on-one counseling or a unit training 
class, email Amy.Weyhrauch@usma.edu or call 938-5839.

Customer Appreciation Week at the West Point Club
Come celebrate Customer Appreciation Week from 11 a.m-

1:30 p.m. Feb. 8-12, during lunch in the West Point Club’s Pierce 
Dining Room.

It’s that time of year when the Club says “Thank you for 
being our guest.”

• Monday—Half-price hot buffet;
• Tuesday—All kinds of give-a-ways just for coming by;
• Wednesday—Complimentary cake with meal purchase;
• Feb. 11—Free cookies with meal purchase;
• Feb. 12—Half-price Pizza Bar.
For details, call 938-5120.

Staff & Faculty Noontime Volleyball Sign-ups 
The Family and MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2016 

Staff & Faculty Noontime Volleyball League. 
All games will be played at Arvin Gym at 12:15 p.m. and 

12:40 p.m. every Monday through Friday. Deadline for entries 
will be Monday. 

All teams may sign up by calling James McGuinness at 
938-3066. 

Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch
A Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch will be served in the West 

Point Club’s Pierce Dining Room from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 14. 
Perfect for a Valentine’s family celebration. Traditional 

brunch menu items will be served to include chef attended action 
stations and chocolate specialty desserts. 

There is a fee for this event. For reservations and more details, 
call 938-5120. 

2016 Round Pond Reservations
Reservations for Round Pond’s 2016 season will begin 

Tuesday for active duty military and cadet parents. On this day, 
reservations are by phone only. 

All other eligible members may begin reserving Feb. 16. 
To book reservations, call 845-938-8811 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Please have the following information ready: RV Size, RV 

Type, 30 or 50 Amp and Credit Card number. 
Full payment is due at time of booking. For details, call 

938-8811.
 

Medium Deborah Hanlon at the West Point Club
Celebrate life with those who have passed on with gallery 

readings with intuitive medium Deborah Hanlon from 6-9:30 
p.m. March 2. Enjoy buffet dinner, dessert and a cash bar while 
she communicates with your loved ones who have passed. 

She will bring through messages from family and friends 
who have crossed over to audience members. 

FOR THE FAMILIES
Mother and Son Dance

Join the West Point Club for dinner buffet, dessert and 
dancing from 6-9 p.m. Friday at the West Point Club’s Grand 
Ballroom. 

Sons may grow into men and out of their toys, but in the 
hearts of their mothers they are still little boys. 

Dress is Sunday best. There will be a professional 
photographer on site. There is a fee for this event. 

For reservations and more details, call 938-5120.

Seafest Night buffet at the West Point Club
Come out to the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. March 4 

to enjoy a night of unlimited shrimp, clams, crab legs, oysters, 
mussels, prime rib of beef, Italian sausage, dessert bar and so 
much more. 

Reservations are required. For details, call 938-5120.

Not everyone is guaranteed to receive a message at this event, 
but she does her best to keep you entertained and intrigued. 

Reservations are required. For details, call 938-5120.

NCOA Career Expo
The NCOA Career Expo is coming to the West Point Club 

March 22 with a seminar from 8:30-9:30 a.m. and a Job Fair 
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Topics will focus on issues surrounding military transition, job 
search, networking and more. Visit www.NCOACareerExpos.
org to see the Seminar speaker and topics. 

Please dress in business attire (or uniform) and bring 10 
copies of your resume. 

Feel free to drop by the ERP Offi ce to spruce up your resume 
before going to this great event. 

For details, call the Employment Readiness Program Manager 
Anne Marshall at 938-5658.

Victor Constant Ski Area Photo Contest
Having a blast on the slopes? Love to freestyle with your 

friends? Don’t keep it to yourself. Share with us the best pictures 
you have of enjoying the VC. Not only could you be the new 
face of VC, but you’ll be eligible for some pretty cool prizes.  

For details, call 938-8810.
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KACH launches the 
Great American Spit 
Out campaign Feb. 18

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday-Feb. 11

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Feb. 4-11
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

• Valentine’s Crafts: Join West Point 
Family Homes for a morning of creative 
Valentine’s crafts for your family and friends. 
Continental breakfast will be served. 

The event is 10-11:30 a.m. Feb. 11 at 126 
Washington Rd. 

To register for the event, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by Tuesday.

• Valentine’s Photo Contest: Submit 
a photo of your child, pet or family along with 
a caption describing your love to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com.  

The photo with the most votes wins a 
gourmet food basket. Photos are due by 5 
p.m. Feb. 11. 

The winner will be announced Feb. 12. 

All events are free and open to current 
West Point Family Home residents.

• Snow Sculpture Contest: Enjoy the 
winter sunshine, fresh air and snowy months. 
We love to see pictures of any snow sculptures 
you create. 

Take pictures and email to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com or drop them off at 126 
Washington Road. 

Prizes will be awarded for snowmen, 
igloos, ice sculptures or anything creative 
made out of snow. 

• Mardi Gras celebration: Stop by 
from 3:15-4:30 p.m. Tuesday to pick up beads, 
crafts or masks to celebrate Mardi Gras. King 
cake will be served and whoever gets the baby 
is supposed to have good luck for a year!.

The celebration will take place at 126 
Washington Rd. 

To register for the event, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by Friday.

LifeWorks

Friday—The Peanuts Movie, G, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Star Wars: The Force Awakens, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 12—Star Wars: The Force Awakens, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 13—The Good Dinosaur, PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Go Red for Women
“National Wear Red Day for Women” is a 

national public awareness day, the fi rst Friday 
of February, urging women, people from all 
walks of life, businesses, towns, schools, the 
media, buildings and landmarks to “Go Red” 
to bring attention to the leading killers of 
women—heart disease and stroke.

This year, the 13th annual National Wear 
Red Day is Friday. 

Join Keller Army Community Hospital—
and many others—in raising awareness by 
wearing red on Friday.

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Are you expecting a child this summer? 
Are you nervous because you’re not sure 
what to expect? 

If so, join Keller Army Community 
Hospital’s Obstetric Unit for their Childbirth 
Education Classes.

The upcoming classes are scheduled from 
6-9:30 p.m. Feb. 17, 24 and March 2 at Keller 
Army Community Hospital in the fourth fl oor 
classroom. 

To register for the January or February 
courses and/or to get more information, 
contact Keller’s Obstetrics Unit at 938-3210.

Educat ional  &  Developmenta l 
Intervention Services

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help. If you are a military or 
civilian family that reside at West Point and 
have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior and/
or social interactions, contact the Educational 
& Developmental Intervention Services 
(EDIS) offi ce. 

The EDIS offi ce is located at Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Bldg. 900. For more 
details and assistance, call 938-2698/6868. 

Keller Facebook Campaigns
Keller Facebook campaigns for February 

are: African-American History Month, 
American Heart Month, Great American Spit 
Out (smokeless tobacco) and Performance 
Triad.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 845-938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.
edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

By Robert Lanier
Keller Army Community Hospital’s 
Public Affairs Specialist

Dear Smokeless-tobacco Users,
Mark your calendars because Feb. 18, is the 

Great American Spit Out … and Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Mologne Cadet Health 
Clinic and the Center for Personal Development 
are ready to be an integral part of the process of 
improving your health and wellness by helping 
you quit the use of smokeless tobacco.

Tobacco use continues to remain the 
single largest preventable cause of disease and 
premature death in the U.S.  

All forms of oral tobacco have chemicals 
that cause cancer. These products can cause 
cancer of the mouth, throat, pancreas and 
esophagus. 

Oral and smokeless tobacco also cause many 
other health problems, such as gum disease, 
destruction of the bone sockets around the teeth 
and tooth loss.

Additionally, electronic nicotine delivery 
systems (ENDS)—electronic cigs, hookah pens, 
vaping—are also highly addictive, with all the 
health hazards of nicotine and banned wherever 
tobacco is.  

Quitting smoking or chewing tobacco is not 
easy and can be a long, tough process. 

But KACH, Mologne and CPD are ready to 
provide you with all the help you need to quit. 

The doctors, nurses and staff at KACH, 
Mologne and CPD understand the mental and 
physical part of tobacco/nicotine addiction, and 

are ready to assist you. 
KACH’s primary care physicians are ready 

to assist you with a variety of medications 
designed to help you stop the use of nicotine 
products. 

Chantix, Wellbutryn and nicotine patches 
are available on our formulary. Call and 
schedule an appointment today to receive more 
details from your provider. 

Mologne and CPD doctors, nurses and staff 
are working hard to graduate ‘tobacco-free/
addiction-free leaders of character.’ 

If you are a Cadet or USMAPS student 
looking for smoking cessation assistance, you 
can make an appointment on-line through CIS 
or call Mologne (845-938-3003) or CPD front 
desk (845-938-3022).

Additionally, the West Point community, 
cadets and USMAPS  students can: (1) go to the 
Dept. of Defense site http://www.ucanquit2.
org/, or (2) go to the New York State Smokers’ 
Quitline at http://www.nysmokefree.com/ or 
call 866-NY-QUITS.

Every Thursday in February, the Keller 
Army Community Hospital Facebook page 
will provide steps to assist you with quitting 
smoking. 

In between Thursday posts, the professional 
staffs of KACH, Mologne and CPD are ready to 
improve the health and wellness of the military 
member, the military community and all of our 
benefi ciaries. 

Together, we can help you quit… and, 
possibly, get you to enjoy a smoke/tobacco-free 
lifestyle.



13February 4, 2016Pointer View  

Enjoying the 
rare snowfall
It’s been a rare sight this winter when snow has 
hit the ground with accumulation. However, when 
more than a half of foot of snow fell Jan. 23, these 
kids took to the snow with their own project. After 
failed attempts at making a snowman, the kids 
decided a snow caterpiller was an easier choice. 
Lucas Bew (7), Haley Bew (9) and Charolette Black 
(9) posed with their new friend after the job was 
complete.                                  coUrteSy Photo
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Wrestling captures All-Academy Championship title

Friday

10 a.m.—men’s Tennis vs. ConneCTiCuT, LiChTenberg Tennis CenTer. 

3 p.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. sTony brook, LiChTenberg Tennis CenTer. 

6 p.m.—men’s Tennis vs. Wagner, LiChTenberg Tennis CenTer.

7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vs. hoLy Cross, TaTe rink. 

saTurday

1 p.m.—men’s baskeTbaLL vs. LoyoLa maryLand, ChrisTL arena.

4 p.m.—men’s Tennis vs. monmouTh, LiChTenberg Tennis CenTer.

7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vs. hoLy Cross, TaTe rink. 

sunday

11 a.m.—Women’s Tennis vs. ConneCTiCuT, LiChTenberg Tennis CenTer. 

3 p.m.—men’s Tennis vs. yaLe, LiChTenberg Tennis CenTer.

monday

7:30 p.m.—men’s baskeTbaLL vs. CoLgaTe, ChrisTL arena.

**To see The upComing army aThLeTiCs sCheduLe, visiT WWW.goarmyWesTpoinT.Com/CaLendar.
aspx?vType=LisT.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad 

sPorts

Senior Brian Harvey, 19th-ranked wrestler in the nation at 174 pounds, earned 
one of the four Army West Point individual championships at the All-Academy 
Championships Jan. 30 in Lexington, Virginia.             Photo coUrteSy of aac

Men’s Track earns eight top-
10 finishes at Armory Invite
By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Men’s Track and 
Field team competed in the Armory Invite 
Jan. 30 in New York City.

“There were a lot of impressive marks 
at the Armory with our athletes,” Director 
of Track and Field and Cross Country 
Mike Smith said. “Ben Sims continues to 
lower his personal record in the 60-meter 
dash. He is an explosive athlete and is 
right on (junior) Jose Santana’s heels for 
the program record.”

Sims finished first in the event at the 
Armory with a time of 6.79, .02 seconds 
away from Santana’s program record from 
the 2014 Patriot League Championships. 

While that would have been a good 
tune up for next week’s dual versus service 
academy-rival Navy for most, Sims also 
showed his versatility in the long jump. 

The freshman from Sierra Vista, 
Arizona, placed second with a distance 
of 6.78 meters.

The Black Knights impressed on the 
track, earning eight top-10 finishes in 
addition to Sims. The distance events are 
where Army really excelled. 

The 800m, mile and 3000m runs all 
yielded a pair of top-10 performances.

Alex Combs earned a third-place 
finish in the 800m with a time of 1:56.17 
and was followed by junior Jack Monday, 
who placed eighth after crossing the finish 
line at 1:57.83. 

Sophomore Ryan Smathers captured 
sixth in the mile at 4:22.66 while senior 
Drew Beck was eighth with a time of 
4:25.33. In the 3000m, junior Jacob Fong 
displayed an 8:26.88 performance, good 
enough for second place. 

He was joined in the top-10 by junior 
Brown Bailey who completed the race in 
10th-place with a time of 8:44.01.

In the field events, junior Edgar Poe, 
freshman Tanner Andrews and freshman 
Patrick Bailey occupied half of the top-six 
spots in the triple jump. 

Poe finished as the event’s runner-
up with a leap of 13.29 meters, while 
Andrews was third at 13.22 meters and 
Bailey placed sixth with a mark of 12.80 
meters.

The Black Knights return to action 
Saturday, as they travel to Annapolis, 
Maryland, for the Navy dual meet. 

The men’s meet will begin at 11 a.m.

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Wrestling team 
captured its first All-Academy’s Championship 
title since 2008 behind four individual 
championship performances Jan. 30 in 
Lexington, Virginia.

“I’m so proud of the guys today,” second-
year head coach Kevin Ward said. “All 10 
wrestlers contributed, and every point in every 
match mattered. We were in a good position 
heading into the finals, and we rose to the 
occasion. Having six of our guys in the finals 
with four champions was a really exciting way 
to win the tournament.”

Army sent six Black Knights to championship 
bouts, the most of any team in the tournament. 
Junior Logan Everett (141), sophomore Andrew 
Mendel (165), 19th-ranked senior Brian Harvey 
(174) and senior Bryce Barnes (197) all came 
away with individual championships, while 
junior Russell Parsons Jr. (157) and junior 
Samson Imonode (184) placed second. 

Additionally, Army sent two more wrestlers 
to the third-place matches. Junior David Farr 
(285) finished third and freshman Austin Harry 
(133) placed fourth.

Everett started the day with a 9-0 major decision 
before edging out a pair of one-point decisions. 
The Tioga, Pennsylvania, native topped Navy’s 
Nicholas Gil 6-5 in the championship match. 
Mendel followed a similar route to Everett on 
his way to a championship. 

A 14-4 major decision started his day before 
a pair of decisions led to the 165-pound crown. 
The sophomore from Mason, Ohio, used a 7-6 
decision over host VMI’s Shabaka Johns in the 
final bout.

Harvey earned the most bonus-points on the 
day for the Black Knights, earning a technical 
fall and a major decision. In the finals, the New 
Palestine, Indiana, native faced off against the 
18th-ranked 174-pounder in Jadaen Bernstein 
from Navy. 

After topping him 2-1 in last year’s dual, 
Harvey came out on top once again, this time 
to the tune of 4-2.

Barnes earned an 18-1 technical fall in 
his opening match, but had to sweat out a 6-4 
decision in the first sudden-victory period over 
Marshall Haas of The Citadel. He earned his 
second-consecutive championship in his final 
season from his home state with a 6-2 decision.

Parsons Jr. powered his way to the 
championship bout at 157-pounds for the 
second-straight year with two major decisions, 
but ran out of steam in the finals, suffering an 
8-3 decision in the first tie breaker.

Imonode earned his second-straight runner-
up honors at the All-Academy’s after also 
starting out with a pair of major decisions. 

A 14-4 win over Derek Thurman of VMI 
led to a 10-2 bonus point win over Air Force’s 
William Baker thanks to a late surge. He would 
suffer the team’s only result by fall of the day, 
in the finals against Matthew Miller of Navy.

Farr opened the tournament with a 17-2 

technical fall before being sent to the consolation 
bracket due to an 8-2 decision. A sudden-victory 
over Navy’s Nick Mabry allowed the Cornwall, 
New York, native to place in the tournament. 

He powered his way to a 5-3 decision in the 
third-place match.

Harry battled back after dropping his first 
match and captured a 15-2 major decision to 
place in his first All-Academy’s.

Army returns to the mat on Feb. 12, when 
the team travels to 4th-ranked Oklahoma State. 
The dual is scheduled to start at 7 p.m.
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Minato leads Women’s Basketball past Bucknell

Senior guard Kelsey Minato scored a team-high 26 points, including 12 points in the fourth quarter, to send the Army 
West Point Women’s Basketball team to a 68-63 Patriot League victory over Bucknell Jan. 30 at Christl Arena. Minato 
shot 9-of-19 from the field and made 7-of-8 attempts at the foul line. Senior guard Jean Parker tallied 12 points, five 
rebounds and three assists while shooting 3-for-6 from beyond the three-point arc. Photo coUrteSy of arMy athletic coMMUnicationS

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

Senior guard Kelsey Minato scored 12 of 
her 26 points during the fourth quarter to send 
the Army West Point Women’s Basketball team 
to a 68-63 Patriot League victory over Bucknell 
Jan. 30 at Christl Arena.

Army won its seventh straight game to 
improve to 17-2 overall and 8-1 in the league, 
while Bucknell, who had eight consecutive wins 
coming in, drops to 14-6 and 8-1. 

After the result, the Black Knights and the 
Bison are now tied atop the Patriot League.

Minato shot 9-of-19 from the field and made 
7-of-8 attempts at the foul line, but shot 4-of-6 
overall and 4-of-4 from the charity stripe in the 
fourth quarter. Minato also added four rebounds, 
three assists and two blocks. 

Senior guard Jean Parker tallied 12 points, 
five boards and three assists while shooting 
3-of-6 from beyond the three-point arc.

Senior guard Brianna Johnson made three 
three-pointers to finish with nine points and 
sophomore guard Aliyah Murray recorded six 
points off the bench.

Sune Swart posted 18 points and six 
rebounds off the bench for Bucknell, while 
Jacquie Klotz registered 13 points and nine 
boards. Kaitlyn Slagus scored 10 points and 
controlled seven rebounds.

The hosts controlled a 7-6 lead after the 
opening 3:03 of the first quarter before Army 
used a 6-1 run to move out to a 13-7 advantage 
with 4:05 to play in the first.

The Black Knights maintained their six-
point lead to go up 17-11, but Swart netted four 
straight for the Bison to bring the visitors back 
to within two, 17-15.

Sophomore guard Destinee Morris knocked 
in a three-pointer with 49 seconds left in the 
opening period and Murray registered her 
second steal of the afternoon on Bucknell’s 
ensuing possession before finishing the fast-
break lay-up, as Army extended its lead to seven, 
22-15, to close out the first quarter.

Swart brought the Bison back to within five, 
22-17, with a lay-in 1:02 into the second frame, 
and three players contributed to a 12-2 Army run 
over the next 4:41 and made the score 34-19. 
Parker hit two three-pointers, while Minato also 
buried a triple during the stretch. 

Senior forward Aimee Oertner closed out 
the run with a jumper from the free-throw line.

Bucknell answered with 11 unanswered 
points over the final 3:46 of the half, during a 
run that included six points from Klotz, to make 
the score 34-30, in favor of Army, at the break.

Slagus scored four straight points to begin 
the second half to extend Bucknell’s run to 15-0 
and tie the game up at 34-34 before the Bison 
netted four more points to cap a 19-0 run and 
lead 38-34 with 6:54 left in the third quarter.

Minato made a long jumper at the third 
period’s 6:39 mark to give Army its first points 
in 7:37 and Parker knocked in a three 57 seconds 
later to bring the Black Knights back to within 
a point, 40-39.

Army came back to make the score 41-41 
with a jumper from sophomore guard Janae 

McNeal with 4:21 on the clock, but the Bison 
netted the next four to stretch back out to a four-
point advantage, 45-41.

Johnson hit her second triple of the contest 
to put Army up, 46-45, with 2:33 to play in the 
third period, and Bucknell scored two of the final 
three points of the frame, as the game stood tied, 
47-47, heading into the fourth quarter.

The Black Knights began the fourth period 
on a 9-2 run to climb out to a 56-49 lead 2:03 
into the frame. Johnson capped the run with a 
three-pointer, as one of three Army players to 

score during the stretch.
Bucknell trimmed its deficit back to a point 

after a pair of free-throws from Swart brought 
the game to 62-61 with 2:54 remaining. 

Minato and Parker converted consecutive 
baskets to boost the lead back to five, but Tyler 
Craig sank a jumper at the 1:03 mark to make 
the score 66-63.

Oertner came up with one of her four blocks 
on the afternoon on a lay-up attempt from Claire 
DeBoer with five seconds to play before Minato 
hit a pair of free-throws with just under three 

ticks remaining to close out the win.
“This game played out to be as good a game 

as everybody anticipated,” head coach Dave 
Magarity said. “For us, this is a character win 
because of the way we competed and weathered 
tough storms. We knew going into the second 
half that our ability to stay out of foul trouble 
would be critical. Bucknell came in with a great 
game plan, from the beginning, they attacked us. 
After a tough third quarter, we stepped up and 
made big plays in the fourth quarter. Obviously 
that defense stop at the end was huge.” 
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Hockey sweeps Niagara after DeCenzo’s overtime winner
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Junior goaltender Parker Gahagen stopped 
34 shots and sophomore forward Nick DeCenzo 
scored in overtime to send the Black Knights 
to a 3-2 win over Niagara Jan. 30 to complete 
a weekend sweep of the Purple Eagles in 
Lewiston, New York. 

Army (7-11-6, 5-9-6 AHA) got an incredible 
performance from its netminder Gahagen 
with double-digit stops in the first and second 
periods. DeCenzo scored his sixth of the year 
with 2:53 left in overtime to give the Black 
Knights the win. 

Sophomore forwards Tyler Pham and Conor 
Andrle also scored for Army in the win as the 
Black Knights never relinquished the lead. 

Pham and DeCenzo each finished with two 
points on a goal and an assist.

Niagara (3-20-3, 3-15-2 AHA) was led by 
its goalie as well. Guillaume Therien finished 
with 22 saves and matched Gahagen save-for-
save for most of the game. 

Niko Kovachis and Nick Farmer scored for 
the Purple Eagles in the loss. 

Andrle picked up where he left off last night 
with his third of the weekend to give Army the 
1-0 lead with 6:51 on the clock in the first period. 
He picked the pocket of a Niagara defender and 
the puck rolled out to Pham. 

He fired a wrister that was deflected to 
Andrle at the side of the net. Therien had 
committed to Pham’s shot and left just enough 
space for Andrle to jam it home for the first lead. 

The advantage didn’t last long as the 

Purple Eagles evened the score at 1-1 with 3:13 
remaining in the opening frame. Kovachis took a 
shot and with a ton of traffic in front, it deflected 
high. Gahagen went to glove it down and it hit 
off a skater in front and got behind the netminder 
to tie the game at 1-1. 

The second period belonged to the 
netminders. Gahagen made a pair of incredible 
stops, but the stop of the frame was Therien’s 
toward the end of the period. Tyler Pham looked 
to have regained the lead for the Black Knights 
at the far post, but somehow Therien flashed 
the glove to keep it a 1-1 game going into the 
second intermission. 

The Black Knights regained the lead 
midway through the third period with Pham 
scoring his fourth of the year. 

DeCenzo broke into the zone, but had his 

shot saved by Therien, but he stuck with the 
play. 

He lifted the stick of the Niagara defenseman 
and fed Pham in the slot. He had plenty of time 
and ripped a wrister top shelf for the 2-1 lead.  

However, the Black Knights couldn’t shut 
the door in the final seconds as Farmer scored 
with 39 seconds left and with the extra skater to 
even the score at 2-2. Niagara called its timeout 
and set up a play off the faceoff and it paid off 
as Farmer jammed home a rebound in front. 

The team remained focused in overtime and 
DeCenzo ended the game just over two minutes 
into the extra frame. 

Senior forward Joe Kozlak did some hard 
work behind the net and fed DeCenzo out front 
and he put it through the pads of Therien for 
the 3-2 win. 

Sophomore forward Nick DeCenzo scored in overtime to help the Black Knights defeat Niagara 3-2 in Atlantic Hockey Association action Jan. 30 in Lewiston, 
New York. Army West Point is now 7-11-6 overall and 5-9-6 in AHA play.                              Photo coUrteSy of arMy athletic coMMUnicationS
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Navy claims Men’s Basketball ‘Star’ with 64-50 win

Senior guard Dylan Cox scored six points while he added three assists, a block and steal during Army West Point’s 
64-50 loss to Navy Monday at Christl Arena.                              Photo by claSS of 2017 cadet alex Werden

By Mark Mohrman
Army Athletic Communications

Navy’s defense limited the Army West 
Point Men’s Basketball team to a 27.3 
shooting performance in a 64-50 victory for 
the Midshipmen in the men’s basketball “Star” 
game on Monday at Christl Arena.

The result was Army’s fourth consecutive 
loss and dropped the Black Knights to 3-7 
in conference play and 12-10 on the season. 
Navy improved to 16-7 overall and 7-3 in the 
conference.

Senior forward Tanner Plomb returned 
from a five-game absence to score a team-high 
14 points, while sophomore forward Luke 
Morrison added 11 for the Black Knights in 
the loss.

The Midshipmen were led by Will Kelly’s 
15-point and 10-rebound performance, while 
Tilman Dunbar scored 13 points and pulled 
down nine boards. Shawn Anderson added 12 
points for the visitors.

As a team, Navy held a 42-34 rebounding 
advantage and connected on 42.3 percent of its 
field goal attempts (22-for-52). In addition to 
shooting below 30-percent, Army was 6-for-28 
from beyond the arc in the contest.

“It’s tough to win when you shoot at that 
percentage and you have to give Navy all the 
credit,” head coach Zach Spiker said. “They 
defended us well and they took a couple of 
our key contributors out of the game and made 
them uncomfortable. It is unfortunate to have 
the ‘Star’ game at home and not do what we 
wanted to do, but at the same time, this game 
will not define us.”

Navy scored nine straight points in the 
early going to force the Black Knights to use 
a timeout with 12:06 showing on the first-half 
clock. A straightway three off the window by 
Tim Abruzzo started the stretch before Kelly’s 
punctuation mark of a tip slam prompted the 
stoppage.

An Army giveaway led to an easy two at 
the other end for Jace Hogan as Navy led 14-3. 
Army opened the game 1-for-12 from the field 
before a foul-line jumper midway through the 
period made it a nine-point game.

Army trimmed the deficit to 16-12 with free 
throws by seniors forward Larry Toomey and 
guard Dylan Cox, before a four-point play by 
Tilman Dunbar pushed the lead back to eight for 
the visiting Mids. Kelly followed up an empty 
Army possession with a three-point play as 
Navy claimed a 23-12 advantage. 

The Mids forced Army to use its second 
timeout of the first half at the 4:25 mark after a 
transition layup polished off an 11-3 run. Army’s 
bucket during the stretch was a Morrison three 
from the left wing.

Pullup jumpers for senior guard Kyle Wilson 
and Plomb surrounding a Navy turnover started 
to swing the momentum in Army’s favor. Plomb 
drained another jumper moments later as Army 
scored the final six points of the period to go into 
the break down 27-21.

Navy maintained its lead through the early 
portion of the second period and stretched it to 
double digits with a long jumper by Hogan that 

made it 39-28 with 13 minutes remaining. The 
Black Knights cut it to seven on a Morrison 
trifecta, but Zach Fong answered on the other 
end with a deep three of his own a minute later.

A Toomey three at the eight-minute mark 
made it 44-35 and after buckets by each team, 

Toomey hit two at the stripe to draw Army 
within seven. The deficit was five (48-43) with 
five minutes left after Plomb made 4-of-5 at 
the line.

Shawn Anderson used the glass after a 
Plomb miss to give the Mids a seven-point edge 

before calling for time with 3:48 to go. Fong 
drilled another three after Army misfired and the 
deficit was 10 a little more than a minute later.

The Midshipmen hit their free throws down 
the stretch and finished the night 14-for-19 at 
the line.


