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(Above photo) Members of the Class of 2017 and their dates celebrate 500th Night Jan. 
16. The night recognizes a milestone for cadets as they count down the fi nal 500 days 
until their graduation and commissioning into the U.S. Army. (Right) Gen. Joseph L. Votel, 
commander of the U.S. Special Operations Command and a 1980 U.S. Military Academy 
graduate, spoke to the Cows about their last 500 nights as cadets. “One and a butt West 
Point winters, a fi rst-class summer, another round of Army/Navy Football, three semesters, 
and three more sets of term-end exams, a ‘SOSH’ paper, Branch and Post selection, etcetera, 
etcetera. So a lot to do, but also a lot to look forward to ... a lot can happen in 500 days,” 
Votel said. See Page 3 for story and photos.               Photos by Michelle eberhart/PV
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Pointer View  news & Features

West Point Parachute team: Well-trained Leaders of Character

Class of 2016 Cadet Jordan Komm jumps into Falcon Stadium on gameday of the Army-Air Force Football 
game in November. Komm was named “Most Competitive Collegiate Skydiver” during the National 
Collegiate Parachuting Championships Dec. 21, 2015-Jan. 3, 2016.             Photo by Michelle eberhart/PV

Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The West Point Parachute team is arguably the “coolest” team 
on post. Not only do its members get to jump out of planes into 
the Army-Navy Game and Yankee Stadium, but they also go out 
of their way to help those in need.

During the 2015 National Collegiate Parachuting 
Championships in Lake Wales, FL from Dec. 21, 2015 to Jan. 
3, 2016, team captain, Class of 2016 Cadet Jordan Komm, 
was selected to be a videographer for a two-way dive for the 
competition. This was standard, as athletes who aren’t jumping 
during a particular event can enter into a camera pool to record 
fellow divers’ jumps.

Komm jumped out of the plane after two divers from the 
University of Connecticut.  

“I was above them and I could see, probably within the first 
10 seconds that (one diver’s) chest strap was just flapping in 
the wind,” Komm said of one of the UConn divers. “You’re not 
supposed to stop the dive, but it’s a safety hazard and I was like, 
‘If this was my teammate, what would I do?’ I would go down 
there and I would fix it.”

Komm flew down, trying to get the diver’s attention, but 
she was focused on her dive and couldn’t understand what was 
going on. At 5,000 feet in the air, Komm couldn’t re-route her 
gear or speak to her. He knew he’d have to use hand signals to 
communicate.

“So I flew under her and basically just grabbed her harness 
and pulled it all together,” Komm said.   “I didn’t get it re-routed 
or anything like that, I was just telling her you got to pull your 
parachute. 

“The dangers of not having your chest strap routed correctly 
is all the shock from the opening pulls from your shoulders where 
the risers are connected and if you slip out, you could fall out,” 
Komm added. “So all I did is really bring it to her attention.”

Luckily, the diver understood what Komm was telling her, 
pulled her parachute and landed safely.

Afterward, she came up to Komm and thanked him, knowing 
the potential dangers of the situation. 

“We are huge on equipment checks,” Komm said of his team.  
He is a professionally-rated diver, as are most of the seniors on 
the team.  He noted that his team triple checks the equipment and 
are adamant that situations like this don’t happen.

“The young lady was not going to die,” Coach Thomas 
Falzone, head coach of the Parachute team, said.  “The chest strap 
is really for a backup, do I really think that she would have fallen 
out? No, but at the same time it’s really a heads up move and a 
huge safety maneuver that we definitely discipline on our team.

“It just kind of shows you his awareness and gives credit 
to his training and his calmness,” Falzone said of Komm. “He 
just flew down there and did what he was trained to do and was 
able to be heads up, and the girl was able to pull stable and all 
turned out well.”

The West Point Parachute team ended up winning the entire 
national competition that weekend, bringing home 40 medals 
total including 18 gold, nine silver and 13 bronze.  

They also brought home the Gavin Gavel award, a prize that 
combines the team members point scores against other teams, 

including the Air Force Academy. Army’s winning point total 
was 112 points.

Komm was also named the “Most Competitive Collegiate 
Skydiver” by winning two gold, one silver and two bronze 
medals.

Impressive in air, impressive on land
Obviously, the Parachute team is impressive in the air, from 

helping people mid-flight to winning national championships.  
On land, the team is equally impressive.

After watching an HBO Special about an organization called 
“Friends of Jaclyn,” Coach Falzone was inspired.

Friends of Jaclyn is a non-profit organization that pairs 
children battling pediatric brain tumors and other cancers with 
sports teams, campus clubs and art programs in their community 
(friendsofjaclyn.org).

“I ran into one of my team leaders from a couple years ago 
(who had a connection to the organization) and I said we have to 
get involved in this,” Falzone said. “Nearly two years had passed 
and the former cadet gave me a call and said I have great news, 
I got a kid we can help sponsor.”

That’s when the team adopted Andrew, a young boy with 
stage four cancer.

Although the team was training for the collegiate 
championships, they took the time to make a video for Andrew 
welcoming him to the team.  One of the cadets on the team, David 
Hart, even spent the night editing the video for Andrew entitled, 
“To our teammate, Andrew.”

 “We took all the seniors and build an ‘A’ in freefall,” Falzone 
said.  “We sent it to the caseworker and she sent it to the parents 
and Andrew and the response we got from his mother and 
everyone from the Friends of Jaclyn was phenomenal.”

“Anything that we can do outside of West Point, to contribute 
to the big picture, we’re excited to be a part of,” Falzone said.

Not only did the team make a video, but during the Class 
of 2019 team induction ceremony, Andrew was inducted as an 
honorary member. 

“The whole team got to meet him,” Komm said. “He’s just 
a super strong individual for how young he is, and it just kind of 
catches you off-guard.

“He’ll hopefully be coming to our team dinners, and coming 
out to practice, we really want to be there for him,” Komm noted.  
“I just wanted to be a friend to him.”

Andrew, a young man adopted by the West Point 
Parachute Team, sits with the newest members of 
the squad.                  courtesy Photo
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Votel speaks, Class of 2017 celebrates 500th Night

A Class of 2017 Cadet Reaves Klipstein and his date are all smiles 
about the evening as the Class of 2017 celebrates 500th Night inside 
Washington Hall.              Photo by Michelle eberhart/PV

Gen. Joseph L. Votel (right), commander of the U.S. Special Operations Command and a 1980 U.S. Military Academy 
graduate, receives a cadet saber from Class of 2017 Class President Andrew Katz after Votel’s speech at 500th Night 
Jan. 16 at the Cadet Mess Hall.          

Story and photos by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

Four hundred, ninety-six and a butt days 
until the Class of 2017 graduation. Cadets 
gathered at Washington Hall Jan. 16, some 
nervous, others eager for the less-than 500 days 
remaining in their collegiate lives.

“It’s kind of crazy to think,” Class of 2017 
Cadet Emiliano Gonzalez said. “You get caught 
up in the day to day that you don’t really get 
to step back a bunch, except for big events 
like this.”

Cadets gathered and took photos in their 
dress-gray uniforms alongside their dates, 
friends and prestigious officers, knowing that 
the countdown to being commissioned officers 
has begun.

“Just enjoy your time as a cadet,” Class of 
2016 Cadet Rebekah Estimae, the date of a Cow, 
said.  “Even though I’m still a cadet, obviously, 
and I do want to graduate and become an officer, 
I think it’s good just to embrace this fraternity, 
this camaraderie of cadets, just enjoy your time 
here, enjoy events like this.”

As the gathering was brought to the dinner 
area, cadets sat, excited for the night to begin 
and for Gen. Joseph L. Votel to take the podium.

“I was actually part of the group that got 
him to come speak,” Class of 2017 Cadet Alyssa 
Chapman, who was one of the exchange cadets 
this past fall, said. “He spoke at the Naval 
Academy earlier last semester, and the cadets 
that were there went up and asked him to come 
to 500th Night … He’s a great speaker and he’s 
just got a very interesting career.”

Class of 2017 Class President Andrew Katz 
stepped on stage first, addressing his classmates 
and fellow leaders.  

“While we are blessed with world class 
military, academic and athletic learning 
opportunities here at West Point,” Katz said.  
“Old grads always seem to believe there is 
more to learn in the relationships forged here 
at West Point than anything else. We learn from 
those around us and empower those we come 
into contact with.

“We have so much to look forward to over 
these next 500 days and so many people to be 
thankful for as we look around the mess hall 
this evening,” Katz said.  

Katz introduced Superintendent Lt. Gen. 
Robert L. Caslen Jr. to the Corps and their 
guests.

Caslen proclaimed the Class of 2017 
mantra, “So Others May Dream!” And spoke to 
the second class cadets about the values of the 
Army and their future expectations.

“In 500 days, you will assume the mantle 
of leadership as a commissioned officer,” 
Caslen stated. “With the privilege of leading 
America’s sons and daughters in defense of 
our great nation.”

Caslen welcomed Gen.  Votel ,  the 
Commander of U.S. Special Operations 
Command, and his wife Michelle.

Votel began his oration reminiscing his time 
as a cadet at West Point until he graduated in 
1980 and his preceding trips to visit.  

He also expressed his excitement of his job 

and what the Class of 2017 is looking toward.
“I truly love going to work every day,” Votel said about 

his role in helping to accomplish the SOCOM mission.  “It’s 
a great life and I envy every one of you who are here, 500 
days from the start of your Army journey.  So 500 nights 
until graduation … from where you are sitting it probably 
seems like a lifetime away.”

He mentioned that “A lot can happen in 500 days,” but 
those 500 days can go very quickly.

“The day you join the Army, we will ask you to 
lead,” Votel said.  “Know this—there will be a platoon 
of Soldiers waiting on you.  They don’t care where you 
went to school, what your GPA was, how many athletic or 
academic accolades you won or what your personal goals 
and objectives might be. 

“What they know is this—they voluntarily joined the 
Army to serve their nation,” he added.

Votel left the Corps with four points offering tips on being 
successful officers: Be a good lieutenant first; Understand 
the valuable experiences of those people that are around 
you; Don’t leave your values at West Point; and Learn to 
be a happy leader.

The audience responded with a standing ovation and Katz 
presented Votel with a saber on behalf of the Class of 2017.
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Cadets host Bronx VA Center during program outreach 

The Center for Innovation and Engineering in the Department of Civil and Mechanical Engineering hosted members 
from the Bronx VA Jan. 14 on display projects cadets are working on in the area of rehabilitative robtics that could 
benefit wounded veterans. The visit included briefings on the cadets’ 47-month experience at West Point.
                Photo by Michelle eberhart/PV

IN FOCUS: BRONX VA VISIT

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Departments of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering and Chemistry and Life Sciences 
hosted members of the Bronx VA Center of 
Excellence on the Medical Consequences 
of Spinal Cord Injury as part of an outreach 
program Jan. 14.

The five members of the Bronx VA: Dr. 
Ann M. Spungen, Ed.D, VA research scientist, 
Chair, Associate Professor of Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Medicine, Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai, New York; Dr. Bill 
Bauman, Center Director, Endocrinologist; Dr. 
Chris Cardozo, Molecular Program Director, 
pulmonologist; Pierre Asselin, biomedical 
engineer, senior engineer for exoskeletal-
assisted walking; and Hannah Eun-Kyoung, 
research coordinator in the EAW program, were 
introduced to cadets working on ongoing cadet 
projects in the area of rehabilitative robotics that 
could benefit wounded veterans.

The visit included briefings on the cadets’ 
47-month experience at West Point.

“They were very impressed with all the 
cadets have been able to accomplish, and we will 
follow up with a visit to their facility in March,” 
Lt. Col, Philip Root, Center for Innovation and 
Engineering director, said.

“We already have plans to send several 
cadets to intern with them this summer and 
begin collaborating on projects beginning 
next year,” Root said. “It was a great visit and 
opportunity to support our veterans.”

Corps Leaders learn lessons at Gettysburg
By David A. Jones
Simon Center for the Professional 
Military Ethic

Roughly 150 Firsties in leadership 
positions, including company commanders and 
first sergeants, battalion, regiment and brigade 
leaders conducted a staff-ride Jan. 8-10 to study 
the enduring truths and lessons to be learned on 
the Gettysburg Battlefield that occurred nearly 
152 years ago.  

In addition to the cadet leadership, including 
the Honor, Respect and CASH/A captains, 
members of the Brigade Tactical Department, 
the Simon Center for the Professional Military 
Ethic and professors from the History 
Department added their expertise.  

Retired Gen. Fred Franks, Lt. Gen. Robert 
L. Caslen Jr., Brig. Gen. Diana Holland and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Dawn Rippelmeyer were 
present as senior mentors.

This is the second of these visits the cadet 
leadership participated in this academic year.   

The study of the battle of Gettysburg once 
again, served as a vehicle through which the 
cadet leaders could explore the issues they 
thought were paramount for cadets.  

Through the lessons at the Battle of 
Gettysburg, cadets applied mission command 
principles—including building cohesive 
teams through mutual trust, creating a 

shared understanding, providing a shared 
understanding, exercising disciplined initiative, 
using mission orders and accepting prudent 
risk.  

Countless times, through discussing 
battlefield leaders’ decisions and actions as 
identifying both leadership successes and 
failures in the battle of Gettysburg, cadet 
leaders were able to identify those enduring 
themes and principles that applied in the fight. 

“I got a better understanding of several 
specific parts of the battle,” Class of 2016 Cadet 
Megan McNulty, 2nd Regiment Cadet CSM. 
“Because I had to brief (the group), I was more 
engaged and prepared. And listening to my 
classmates was also very engaging.”

The cadet leaders were able to apply these 
principles to lead and serve the corps as they 
prepare for their last semester at West Point.  

As cadet leaders soon found out, studying 
Gettysburg in “Mil Art,” reading Killer 
Angels or seeing a Gettysburg movie, though 
interesting, is not nearly as inspiring as walking 
the battle ground. Being on hallowed ground 
where history was made, and in many cases 
seeing the terrain just as Gettysburg leaders 
did, is what makes the learning very interesting.

The intent of the cadet leadership offsite at 
Gettysburg was to explore the enduring truths 
of leadership tied in to mission command with 
the goal of identifying brigade, regimental, 

battalion and company goals and objectives for 
second semester.  

Brigade and regimental cadet leaders led 
new company command teams through select 
events, illustrating leader challenges, decisions 
and actions on both sides of the fight at the 
Battle of Gettysburg.  Cadet leaders effectively 
highlighted leadership and character lessons of 
Gettysburg, set the tone and identified priorities 

and goals for second semester cadet chain of 
command. 

“I think (I) gained insight and experience 
from those who were there from the officer and 
NCO side,” Class of 2016 Cadet Kenneth R. 
Edwards, brigade respect captain, said. “They 
had some valuable insights about how they 
would have handled things, and the battlefield 
was the true application of those concepts.”

Retired Gen. Fred Franks, a senior mentor, speaks to cadet leaders in front 
of Abraham Lincoln’s statue during the Gettysburg Battlefield staff-ride Jan. 
8-10 on lessons learned and enduring truths from the battle.         courtesy Photo
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2015-16 Cadet Club Activities

Skeet & Trap: The Skeet & Trap team enjoyed an unforgettable day of pheasant hunting 
with the members of the Mashomack Preserve Club in Pine Plains, New York, Sunday. The team 
was accompanied on the trip by Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. The day began with 
a hearty breakfast at the Mashomack’s clubhouse, a restored 19th century farmhouse. 

The day’s main event—field hunting for pheasant and partridge—was a huge success, with the 
combined group of cadets and club members shooting a whopping total of 256 birds. 

Following the hunt, the group enjoyed a gourmet lunch banquet along with remarks by the 
Superintendent about West Point’s mission and vision.  

Gospel Choir: The Cadet Gospel Choir kicked off 2016 with a performance at Antioch 
Baptist Church of Bedford Hills’ 38th Annual MLK Scholarship and Awards Banquet Jan. 8 in 
Tarrytown, New York. 

Twenty-five members of the choir sang selections that uplifted the young scholars, the honoree 
and their families. The Choir was accompanied by Clark Taylor on the piano. 

The Choir was warmly accepted by all in attendance and look forward to more events with 
Antioch in the future. 
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Garrison PA Officer receives Soldiers Medal—26 years later
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Retired Sgt. 1st Class Thomas B. Hamilton 
III, U.S. Army West Point Garrison public 
affairs chief, was presented the Soldiers 
Medal Jan. 12 by U.S. Military Academy 
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. 
in the Thayer Award Room in Taylor Hall. 
His wife Joanna, daughter Josephine, sons 
Luka and Jakub flew in from Germany to 
attend the ceremony. His parents Kathi and 
Thomas Hamilton Jr. flew in from the state of 
Washington to see their son receive his medal. 

The medal had been awarded to Hamilton 
in 1989, but he never received it.

“I am really nervous about this,” Hamilton 
said. “I’m not used to getting awards, just 
giving them out. I’ve never had a presentation 
like this—ever.”

Back when Hamilton was an Army 
Specialist, he was assigned to the 6/101 
Airborne Division, Aviation Battalion at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky as a UH-1H, Iroquois 
(Huey) helicopter crew chief and door gunner.

In June 1988, Hamilton deployed with 
the 6/101 Airborne Aviation Battalion to San 
Salvador, El Salvador in support of the U.S. 
Embassy. 

On Aug. 30, 1988, Hamilton flew to 
Palmerola Airbase in Honduras with his 
commander, who was the pilot, and co-pilot 
to drop off a helicopter for maintenance. They 
were to fly back to El Salvador with an already 
serviced helicopter.

Just after takeoff en route to San Salvador, 
the helicopter had a catastrophic engine failure 
and crash-landed in a corn field. 

The helicopter flipped onto its right side 

leaving all three dazed and disoriented.
Without hesitation, Hamilton turned off 

the battery and fuel flow to the helicopter and 
extracted the two men. 

He then lifted them over a fence, one by 
one, to be attended to by medics who arrived 
shortly after the incident. 

Before Hamilton was seen by the medics, 
he returned once again to the helicopter 
to retrieve the log books and maintenance 
records in case they were needed for an 
investigation. 

Hamilton finally allowed the medics to 
attend to him and placed him in the Blackhawk  
Medevac to be air lifted to the medical facility 
on Palmerola Airbase.

After  the  incident ,  Hamil ton was 
informed by his command that he was being 
recommended for a Soldiers Medal. 

After returning to Fort Campbell and 
moving to Germany in 1989, Hamilton had 
not received the Soldiers Medal and it was 
forgotten.

Hamilton retired after 24 years of service 
in Germany in 2009 and became a government 
service civilian, public affairs specialist, 
webmaster and social media expert at U.S. 
Army Garrison, Ansbach, Germany. 

In November 2014, Hamilton was giving 
an impromptu class on social media and 
demonstrated the importance of retaining 
online privacy by Googling his name. 

During the session, an alert Public Affairs 
Chief, Lori Yerdon, asked Hamilton to “put 
U.S. Army after your name” to see what 
information that would provide. 

“After doing so, the very first result was a 
.pdf listing “Specialist Thomas B. Hamilton 
III, United States Army, for heroism on 30 

…,” Hamilton said. “I clicked on the link and 
discovered that I had been awarded a Soldiers 
Medal in 1989 by the then Chief of Staff of 
the Army, Gen. Carl E. Vuono.”

Hamilton said he had been trying to 
receive the medal ever since then. 

In June 2015, he moved to the U.S. Army 
Garrison, West Point as the Chief of Public 
Affairs.

“I resumed my efforts in having the 
Soldiers Medal awarded and finally, in 
November, I was notified by the Human 

By TRICARE

Military pharmacies and TRICARE 
Pharmacy home delivery will remain the 
lowest cost pharmacy option for TRICARE 
beneficiaries when some TRICARE Pharmacy 
copays change in 2016. 

On Feb. 1, most copays for prescription 
drugs at home delivery and retail network 

pharmacies will increase slightly.
The 2016 National Defense Authorization 

Act, or NDAA, requires TRICARE to change 
its prescription copays. 

All drugs at military pharmacies, and 
generic drugs through home delivery, are still 
available at no cost to beneficiaries. Copays 
for brand name drugs through home delivery 
increase from $16 to $20, for up to a 90-day 

supply. 
At retail pharmacies, generic drug copays 

go from $8 to $10, and brand name drug copays 
go from $20 to $24 dollars, for up to a 30-day 
supply. 

Copays for non-formulary drugs and for 
drugs at non-network pharmacies will also 
change. 

Beneficiaries can save up to $208 in 2016 for 

each brand name prescription drug they switch 
from retail pharmacy to home delivery. Home 
delivery offers safe and convenient delivery of 
your prescription drugs right to your mailbox. 

To see the new TRICARE Pharmacy 
copays, learn more about the TRICARE 
Pharmacy benefit, or move your prescription 
to home delivery, visit www.tricare.mil/
pharmacy.

TRICARE Pharmacy copays change Feb. 1

Resources division that I had been awarded the 
medal and the certificate issued Oct. 30, 2015.

“What made the ceremony extra special 
for me was it was also my 7th wedding 
anniversary,” Hamilton said.

“It was the Garrison Command Sgt. Maj, 
Joel Crawford who pushed (the presentation 
ceremony) through because he thought the 
Soldiers Medal should be presented to me in 
a formal matter, otherwise anyone could just 
give it to me,” Hamilton said. “Crawford made 
all the connections.”

Retired U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Thomas B. Hamilton III, U.S. Army West Point 
Garrison public affairs officer, receives his Soldier Medal 26 years after it was 
awarded. (From left to right) Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., 
Thomas Hamilton III, son Luka, wife Joanna, mom Kathi Hamilton, daughter 
Josephine and son Jakub (in front) applaud Hamilton after receiving the award 
Jan. 12 in the Thayer Award Room. The medal was awarded originally in 1989.
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(Left) The West Point Cadet 
Gospel Choir entertains the 
audience at the annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Luncheon to honor 
King's legacy in the fight for civil 
rights Tuesday at the West Point 
Club. Kenneth Chamberlain Jr., 
who oversees an Attitudinal Job 
Readiness Training program and 
is the Work Experience Program 
developer with the Urban League 
of Westchester County, and Mayo 
Bartlett, principal attorney at the 
law offices of Mayo Bartlett and 
former partner at the law firm of 
Young and Bartlett, were the guest 
speakers at the event. See next 
week’s Pointer View for story.
         Photo by Kathy eastwood/PV

Honoring 
Dr. King’s 
Legacy
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FEATURED ITEMS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WPSC Casino Night 

The West Point Spouses Club will host the WPSC Casino 
Night 6-11 p.m. Feb. 26 at Eisenhower Hall. Tickets are on 
sale now. More event information can be found on the WPSC’s 
Facebook page at “WPSC Casino Night.”

Volunteers are still needed. If you want to volunteer, email 
WPSCcasinonight@gmail.com.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
FAST Class

Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 
Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), through Feb. 3. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-

5389 for an enrollment form. 

Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. 

Service members are required to begin the SFL-TAP no later 
than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule dates are as follows: 
• Feb. 8-12;
• Feb. 29-March 4.
Registration is required. 
Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 

for more details.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 

marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.
The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 

(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees.

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Tax Center opens Feb. 1
It is almost Tax Season at the West Point Tax Center. The 

Center will be open from 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m. Feb. 1-April 
15. 

To make an appointment, call 845-938-5920 or email  
WPStaff_SJA_Tax@usma.edu.

Girls on the Run
Each Girls on the Run (GOTR) program is run by local, 

certified coaches from the community at a ratio of between 8-15 
girls per coach. 

The West Point local chapter is coached by Mary Posner, 
Lilla Faint, Jill Boucher and Lucy Alvarez and is supported 
by many other volunteers, ranging from part-time coaches to 
practice support staff.  

For a nominal fee, there are weekly practice runs and 
a culminating 5K, but girls also participate in a 24-lesson 
curriculum, covering topics ranging from nutrition and self-
awareness to bullying and resisting peer pressure. 

West Point’s second season of GOTR begins in the spring. 
The program is well organized, coached and utilizes running as a 
conduit to “inspire and motivate girls, encourage lifelong fitness 
and build confidence through accomplishment.” 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The “Alpha and Omega” will be on display at the West Point 
Museum for two years before being returned to “rest” until their 
next exhibition. 

Everyone is invited to view these important relics before the 
closing of the exhibit in 2017. The West Point Museum is open 
at no charge, seven days a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Feast For Feathered Friends
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents “Feast for 

Feathered Friends” at the Museum’s Wildlife Education Center, 
25 Boulevard Cornwall-on-Hudson, at 10 a.m. Jan. 30.  

Nature normally supplies food for northern birds during the 
winter months. However, providing a little extra energy in winter 
can be helpful—especially if we want to invite our feathered 
friends in for a closer look. 

Learn about our Hudson Valley winter birds and how to attract 
them to your backyard. 

There is a small fee for the event. For details, visit hhnm.
org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. 

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged 
young people. For details, visit www.gracebaptistny.org.

Community

Garrison Awards and Retirement Ceremony
The U.S. Army West Point Garrison Awards and 

Retirement Ceremony is scheduled at 2 p.m. Jan. 29 in the 
West Point Club, Grand Ballroom.

All Garrison employees are invited to attend the event.

If you are interested in volunteering or becoming a Girls On 
the Run coach, contact Mary Posner at mcpgoarmy18@mac.com 
or visit www.girlsontherunhv.org. 

Sign-ups for the spring season will begin March 30 and the 
final 5K of the spring season will be June 11.

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month.

The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at Washington Hall 
Room 4101. 

The club is about improving tomorrow’s Army, its Soldiers, 
the installation and the local community through commitment, 
caring, mentoring, teaching and training.

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Thomas 
Robinson at 254-768-8414 or Vice President Stuart Sword at 
757-816-0256.

Tax Center seeking volunteers to assist during Tax 
Season

 The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 
with tax returns and administrative support during the tax season 
(January-April 2016). Volunteers receive all necessary training 
and obtain valuable work experience. 

For details, contact Capt. Emily Haigh at emily.haigh@usma.
edu or 938-6373.
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FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT
Polar Fest

Come out for some winter fun for MWR’s annual Polar 
Fest from noon-7 p.m. Feb. 6 at the Victor Constant Ski Slope.  

Pre-registration will begin at the ski sales offi ce Monday. 
Polar Fest passes include food, drink, live music and 

NASTAR ski and snowboard races at a minimal price.  
For details, call 938-8810.

Wee Ones and We Read Winter programs
The Family Advocacy Program has your winter Wee Ones 

and Wee Read dates scheduled.  
Wee Ones will meet 9:30-11 a.m. Monday at the Youth 

Center, Bldg. 500. Wee Read will meet 9-10 a.m. today at the 
ACS Resiliency Center, Bldg. 626, second fl oor (pre-registration 
required).  

For details, contact Shelley Ariosto at 938-3369 or Lisa 
Pokorny at 938-0629.

CYSS Youth Sports Baseball registration
After last week’s CYSS Youth Sports Baseball tryouts, teams 

will be formed based on player and coach availability. 
The players selected to play must complete registration by 

Jan. 29 at the West Point Lee CDC. 
There is a minimal registration fees, uniform fees and 

tournament fees.
For details, contact the Youth Sports Offi ce at 845-938-8896.

Staff & Faculty Noontime Volleyball Sign-ups 
The Family and MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2016 

Staff & Faculty Noontime Volleyball League. 
All games will be played at Arvin Gym at 12:15 p.m. and 

12:40 p.m. every Monday through Friday. Deadline for entries 
will be Feb. 8. 

All teams may sign up by calling James McGuinness at 
938-3066. 

School Age Center Summer Camp 
The School Age Center offers weekly summer camp 

programming for children in grades Kindergarten through fi fth 
grade. 

The West Point SAC provides a variety of experiences for 
children through planned and developmentally appropriate 
activities and experiences that promote learning and exploration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 6 and run through Aug. 29. 
For details, contact Erin Faherty, SAC Director, at 938-0086   

or Jacquelyn Butler, SAC Assistant Director, at 938-0089.

Father and Daughter Dance (updated)
The Father and Daughter Dance scheduled for 6-9 p.m. 

Saturday at the West Point Club’s Grand Ballroom is sold out.

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Wellness Challenge
Join the MWR Fitness Center in kicking off your New 

Year’s Resolution with its self-led 2016 Wellness Challenge that 
encourages a healthy lifestyle. 

Choose one healthy behavior from the categories of fi tness, 
nutrition, resiliency and community each week throughout the 
month of January and maintain them throughout the year. 

Submit all weekly challenge behaviors/completions to 
WestPointMWR.com/fi tness. 

For details, call 938-6490.

BOSS Super Bowl Party
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers as it watches the 

big game at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion from 5-10 p.m. Feb. 7. 
Food, drink and raffl es are provided. 
For details, call 938-6497.

Financial Readiness classes
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a Financial Readiness 

class with ACS. The class dates are:
• Feb. 8—Using Credit Wisely;
• Feb. 16—Sensible Savings;

• March 14—Get Clever On Credit Report;
• March 21—Personal Financial Responsibility.
All classes are held at Army Community Service Bldg. 622 

from 3-4 p.m. 
For details on First-Term Soldiers Financial Readiness 

workshop, an individual one-on-one counseling or a unit training 
class, email Amy.Weyhrauch@usma.edu or call 938-5839.

Customer Appreciation Week at the West Point Club
Come celebrate Customer Appreciation Week from 11 a.m-

1:30 p.m. Feb. 8-12, during lunch in the West Point Club’s Pierce 
Dining Room.

It’s that time of year when the Club says “Thank you for 
being our guest.”

• Feb. 8—Half-price hot buffet;
• Feb. 9—All kinds of give-a-ways just for coming by;
• Feb. 10—Complimentary cake with meal purchase;
• Feb. 11—Free cookies with meal purchase;
• Feb. 12—Half-price Pizza Bar.
For details, call 938-5120.

Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch
A Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch will be served in the West 

Point Club’s Pierce Dining Room from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 14. 
Perfect for a Valentine’s family celebration. Traditional 

brunch menu items will be served to include chef attended 
action stations and chocolate specialty desserts. There is a fee 
for this event. 

For reservations and more details, call 938-5120. 

2016 Round Pond Reservations
Reservations for Round Pond’s 2016 season will begin 

Tuesday for active duty military and cadet parents. On this day, 
reservations are by phone only. 

All other eligible members may begin reserving Feb. 16. 
To book reservations, call 845-938-8811 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Please have the following information ready: RV Size, RV 

Type, 30 or 50 Amp and Credit Card number. 
Full payment is due at time of booking. For details, call 

938-8811.
 

Medium Deborah Hanlon at the West Point Club
Celebrate life with those who have passed on with gallery 

readings with intuitive medium Deborah Hanlon from 6-9:30 
p.m. March 2. 

Enjoy buffet dinner, dessert and a cash bar while she 
communicates with your loved ones who have passed. 

She will bring through messages from family and friends 
who have crossed over to audience members. 

Not everyone is guaranteed to receive a message at this event, 
but she does her best to keep you entertained and intrigued. 

Reservations are required. For details, call 938-5120.

Volunteer Ski & Snowboard instructors needed
The Victor Constant Ski Area is looking for Ski and 

Snowboard instructors for the upcoming season. 
Our weekend lessons are scheduled on Saturday and Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m and 11 a.m. and run for one hour each.  
The mid-week lessons are a series of eight lessons given 

during a four-week period from 6:15-7:15 p.m. twice a week, 
either Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday that is current 
ongoing. 

We welcome new instructors who are ASIA trained, PSIA/
AASI certifi ed or brand new. 

All instructors who volunteer will receive season passes, 
free training, in-season clinics and access to ski at West Point 
during operating hours.  

For details, call (845) 938-8623 or ODRWPMWR@usma.edu. 

January Community Skate hours
The Community Skate hours are scheduled from 3:30-5 p.m. 

Sunday and Jan. 31 at Tate Rink in the Holleder Center.  
Admission is free but patrons must provide their own skates.  
For updates or changes to the schedule, call 938-2991.  

Arts & Crafts January class schedule
• Jan. 26—Pint-Sized Picasso, 10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 

p.m., Wassily Kandinsky, classes are for grades K-5. 
There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 

to register, call 938-4812.

Mother and Son Dance
Join the West Point Club for dinner buffet, dessert and 

dancing from 6-9 p.m. Feb. 5 at the West Point Club’s Grand 
Ballroom. 

Sons may grow into men and out of their toys, but in the 
hearts of their mothers they are still little boys. 

Dress is Sunday best. There will be a professional 
photographer on site. 

There is a fee for this event. 
For reservations and more details, call 938-5120.

Seafest Night buffet at the West Point Club
Come out to the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. March 4 

to enjoy a night of unlimited shrimp, clams, crab legs, oysters, 
mussels, prime rib of beef, Italian sausage, dessert bar and so 
much more. 

Reservations are required. For details, call 938-5120.

Leisure Travel Services is now offering Universal on-
site hotels with 2016 military rates

Leisure Travel Services is offering Universal Orlando on-
site hotels with 2016 military rates to include Loews Portofi no 
Bay Hotel, Hard Rock Hotel, Loews Royal Pacifi c Hotel or 
Universal’s Cabana Bay Beach Resort. 

Plus, you’ll enjoy a package of exclusive theme park benefi ts: 
early park admission, complimentary shuttle buses, Universal 
character appearances and exclusive access to all on-site resorts. 

This offer is for active duty and retired military only. 
Don’t forget to buy your Universal Military Promotion 

Tickets. Buy one day, get two days free through May 31. 
For more details, call 938-3601.
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W e s t  P o i n t  B a n d 
presents “West Point 
on the March” Jan. 30

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Jan. 28
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Jan. 21-28
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

Stop by 126 Washington Road for a slice 
of pie from 3:15-4:30 p.m. Friday. 

No matter how you slice it, pies are a great 
reason to celebrate. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com.

• Seed Swap Day: Spring is on its way, 
so let Balfour Beatty Communities help you 
be prepared to have the best garden. 

Join us as we decorate fl ower pots and 
plant seeds from 3:15–4:30 p.m. Tuesday at 
126 Washington Road. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Friday.

• Snow Sculpture Contest: Enjoy 
the winter sunshine, fresh air and snowy 
months. We love to see pictures of any snow 
sculptures you create. Take pictures and email 
to jgellman@bbcgrp.com or drop them off at 
126 Washington Road. 

Prizes will be awarded for snowmen, 
igloos, ice sculptures or anything creative 
made out of snow. 

• National Pie Day: Pies have always 
been a sweet treat to warm the cold winter 
days and with the holiday celebrations a 
fading memory, this is a great way to warm up. 

LifeWorks

Due to ongoing construction and maintenance to Arnold 
Auditorium at Mahan Hall, there will be no movies shown 
until at least Jan. 30. Sorry for the inconvenience.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com / r ee l - t im e - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Patient Advocate moves offi ce, phone 
number remains the same

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Patient Advocate’s offi ce has moved to Room 
G54 in the Brian D. Allgood Ambulatory 
Clinic. The phone number for Linda DiSalvo, 
Keller’s Patient Advocate, is 938-5874.

The Pat ient  Advocate’s  pr imary 
assignment is to assist you in exercising your 
rights as a patient. 

She is also available to act as your 
advocate and to provide a specifi c channel 
through which you can seek solutions to 
problems, concerns and unmet needs.

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Are you expecting a child this summer? 
Are you nervous because you’re not sure 
what to expect? 

If so, join Keller Army Community 
Hospital’s Obstetric Unit for their Childbirth 
Education Classes.

The classes are every Wednesday in 
January at Keller Army Community Hospital 
in the fourth fl oor classroom from 6-9:30 p.m.

The February classes are scheduled for 
Feb. 17, 24 and March 2.  

To register for the January or February 
courses and/or to get more information, 
contact Keller’s Obstetrics Unit at 938-3210.

Educat ional  &  Developmenta l 
Intervention Services

Not all children develop the same way—

some need extra help. If you are a military or 
civilian family that reside at West Point and 
have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior and/
or social interactions, contact the Educational 
& Developmental Intervention Services 
(EDIS) offi ce. 

The EDIS offi ce is located at Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Bldg. 900. For more 
details and assistance, call 938-2698/6868. 

Keller FRG is on Facebook
T h e  K e l l e r  A r m y  C o m m u n i t y 

Hospital Family Readiness Group is on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
Keller-Army-Community-Hospital-
FRG-1524420127872256. 

Keller’s FRG provides family members 
of Keller staff with a valuable tool to gain 
important information about Keller Army 
Community Hospital.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force 
and enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Please let us know if we are achieving 
this by fi lling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail. We value your opinion; and if we 
can do better—we will.

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.
edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

By the West Point Band

The West Point Band will return to 
Eisenhower Hall at 2 p.m. Jan. 30 to present 
“West Point on the March,” a musical program 
inspired by America’s leading military band 
composer, John Philip Sousa. 

If affected by inclement weather, the concert 
will be held the following day at 2 p.m. Jan. 31. 
This concert is free and open to all; no tickets 
are required.

Join us to celebrate band music at its best, 
as it would have been presented by John Philip 
Sousa’s own Sousa Band. From the 1890s 
through 1931, the Sousa Band was famed 
for its musical versatility and unprecedented 
excellence, and quickly became America’s most 
popular musical act. 

The fi rst American ensemble to do a world 
tour traveling over a million miles, the Sousa 
Band performed to soldout crowds across the 
country and throughout Europe for over 40 
years. 

One newspaper critic wrote, “A concert by 
Sousa’s Band is more than a mere concert, it 
is a dramatic performance, a stirring lesson in 
patriotism and a popular musical event, all on 
the same program.”

The West Point Band will present a program 
based on the aesthetic principles set forth by the 
Sousa Band’s director, John Philip Sousa. 

The program will highlight the diverse 
colors and musical styles that only a concert 
band can offer, presenting such works as Dmitri 
Shostakovich’s jubilant “Festive Overture,” 
Sousa’s “Saber and Spurs,” and Pulitzer 
Prize and Grammy Award Nominee Stephen 
Melillo’s “In a Cause Called Glorious.” Under 
the direction of Deputy Commander Capt. 

Darrin Thiriot and Associate Bandmaster Chief 
Warrant Offi cer 2 Michael J. Franz, the band 
will feature the fi eld music group the Hellcats, 
as well as soloists Staff Sgt. David Bergman on 
snare drum, Sgt. 1st Class Yalin Chi on piano 
and the Academy Wind Quintet.

Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization and 
continues to provide world-class music to 
educate, train and inspire the Corps of Cadets 
and to serve as ambassadors of the U.S. Military 
Academy and the Army to local, national and 
international communities.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. West Point Band news 
can also be found by following us on Facebook, 
YouTube, and Twitter.

The West Point Band heats up the 
winter as it presents “West Point 
on the March,” at 2 p.m. Jan. 30 at 
Eisenhower Hall.         courtesy Photo
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Women’s Basketball picks up road win at American

Saturday

11:30 a.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. 
navy, madiSon Square Garden in neW 
york City. (tv: CBS SportS netWork.)

1 p.m.—men’S tenniS vS. yale, 
liChtenBerG tenniS Center. 

2 p.m.—men’S BaSketBall vS. navy, 
madiSon Square Garden in neW york 
City. (tv: CBS SportS netWork.)

Sunday

1 p.m.—men’S tenniS vS. monmouth, 
liChtenBerG tenniS Center. 

WedneSday

noon—men’S BaSketBall vS. BoSton 
univerSity, ChriStl arena.

**to See the upCominG army athletiCS 
SChedule, viSit WWW.GoarmyWeStpoint.
Com/Calendar.aSpx?vtype=liSt.

Sports 
calendar
Corps Squad 

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Basketball 
team secured its second road win of the 
Patriot League season with a 52-42 victory 
over American Jan. 16 at Bender Arena in 
Washington D.C.

Army improves to 14-2 overall and 5-1 in 
the Patriot League, while American slips to 
4-13 and 2-4.

Senior guard Kelsey Minato finished with 
18 points for the second game in a row, after 
shooting 5-of-10 from the field and 8-of-10 at 
the foul line, while also adding seven rebounds. 
Sophomore guard Janae McNeal scored 15 
points and contributed three boards and three 

steals, and sophomore guard Aliyah Murray 
tallied eight points and six rebounds. Senior 
forward Aimee Oertner contributed seven 
points, five rebounds and a pair of blocks.

Cecily Carl posted 10 points and six 
rebounds for American, while Emily Kinneston 
finished with eight points.

Both teams scored once to begin the game, 
before McNeal registered steals on consecutive 
possessions and took the ball all the way to 
the hoop for lay-ins. McNeal scored her sixth 
straight point on Army’s next trip down the floor 
3:48 into the first quarter to cap a personal 6-0 
run and give the Black Knights an 8-2 lead.

American scored seven straight points over 
the next four minutes to move ahead, 9-8, and 
Oertner converted a lay-up with 1:56 on the 

clock to halt the Black Knights’ scoring drought 
and make the score 10-9.

Maria Liddane sank a pair of free-throws 
with 50 seconds on the clock in the first period, 
as the quarter ended with the Eagles leading, 
11-10.

Both teams struggled to shoot the ball to 
begin the second frame, as Army began 0-of-
4 from the field and American started 0-of-5. 
Senior guard  Jean Parker scored the first points 
of the second quarter for either team, hitting 
a lay-up on a pass from Oertner with 5:38 
remaining in the first half to give the Black 
Knights a 12-11 advantage.

Parker’s lay-in started an 8-4 scoring run 
for Army, as Minato added four free-throws 
and McNeal tallied a jumper, to build the 

visitors’ lead to three, 18-15, with 2:43 left in 
the opening half. 

Each side netted two more points in the 
half’s final 2:06, as the Black Knights controlled 
a 20-17 lead at the break.

American started the second half with a 7-2 
run that gave the Eagles a 24-22 advantage 3:04 
into the third quarter before McNeal and Minato 
used jumpers to give the Black Knights back the 
lead, 26-24, with 4:55 remaining in the third.

McNeal and Minato each scored again to 
run Army’s scoring stretch to 8-0 and build the 
visitor’s advantage to six, 30-24, with 3:22 on 
the third-quarter clock.

Kinneston buried a triple at the 2:48 mark to 
bring the score to 30-27, but the Black Knights 
responded with five unanswered points over 
the next 55 seconds to extend their margin to 
eight, 35-27. 

Minato used an old-fashioned three-point 
play to cap the 5-0 run. American scored once 
more in the third period as Army entered the 
final quarter with a 35-29 advantage.

Murray hit a pair of lay-ins early in the 
fourth period and the Black Knights maintained 
at least a four-point lead until Kinneston 
scored five straight points for the Eagles to cut 
the visitors’ margin to two, 40-38, with 5:15 
remaining in the fourth frame.

Army tallied the next six points, including 
two from Oertner, to give the visitors a 46-38 
lead with 2:38 on the clock. 

The Black Knights led by as many as 10 and 
didn’t allow the Eagles to come any closer than 
seven points over the remainder of the contest.

Sophomore guard Janae McNeal knocked down 15 points while adding three rebounds and three steals during Army 
West Point’s 52-42 over American Jan. 16 in Washington D.C.            Photo by eric s. bartelt/PV
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Army Hockey skates to draw with Air Force
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Hockey team erased 
a first period deficit with junior forward C.J. 
Reuschlein scoring early in the second period, 
but that was it as the Black Knights settled for 
a 1-1 tie against Air Force in front of a sellout 
crowd Jan. 16 at Tate Rink.

Army (5-11-6, 3-9-6 AHA) went to overtime 
for the ninth time this season and the fifth time 
in the last seven games. Reuschlein had the lone 
tally for the Black Knights, while sophomore 
forward Conor Andrle tallied an assist for his 
13th of the season. Junior goalie Parker Gahagen 
made 27 saves between the pipes in the tie and 
concluded the weekend with only two goals 
allowed.

Air Force (10-9-3, 8-5-3 AHA) finished 
the weekend with three points as Ben Kucera 
collected his second point of the weekend and 
his seventh goal of the season. Tyler Ledford 
was given an assist on the goal. Shane Starrett 
pushed aside 26 shots by the Black Knights 
and allowed just one goal in 120 minutes this 
weekend.

“I thought we came out and played extremely 
hard,” head coach Brian Riley said. “I liked how 

we responded after coming off a tough loss last 
night. We got behind early, but our guys stayed 
with it and felt that we were going to find a way 
to win. It was a great college hockey game with 
two teams competing really hard.”

Air Force took the first lead of the game for 
the second-straight night with Kucera netting his 
seventh of the season. 

Ledford forced a turnover at the Army 
blueline and broke into the zone on a 2-on-0 
and fed an open Kucera. Gahagen committed 
to Ledford, so Kucera hit the open net for the 
1-0 lead. 

The Black Knights evened the game up early 
in the second period with Reuschlein scoring in 
the slot for his fourth of the year. He dumped 
the puck into the zone and Andrle picked it up 
in the corner. 

Reuschlein continued to follow the play and 
was fed by Andrle in the slot. The junior fired 
a shot on net that Starrett got a piece of, but the 
puck trickled across the line to tie the game with 
16:23 left in the middle frame.

Air Force led in shots for the third period at 
10-9, but Army had the best chance to take the 
lead as Trevor Fidler broke into the offensive 
zone on a 2-on-1. 

He chose to pass the puck and a Falcon 

defender got his stick down just in time to deflect 
it over an Army stick to stop the chance. 

The Falcons had a power play late in 

overtime as Army was called for too many men 
on the ice, but could only put one shot on net as 
the teams settled for a 1-1 tie. 

Junior goalie Parker Gahagen made 27 saves in a 1-1 tie against rival Air Force 
Jan. 16 at Tate Rink.        Photo courtesy of arMy athletic coMMunications
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Men’s Basketball trumps American by 20 points

Senior guard Kyle Wilson scored 12 points to help Army West Point defeat American 65-45 Sunday at 
Christl Arena. The Black Knights are now 12-5 overall and 3-3 in the Patriot League. 
                     Photo by eric s. bartelt/PV

By Mark Mohrman
Army Athletic Communications

A 20-2 run midway through the second half catapulted the 
Army West Point Men’s Basketball team to a 65-45 victory over 
American Sunday at Christl Arena.

Army moved to 3-3 in the Patriot League and 12-5 overall 
with the result, while American fell to 2-15 on the season with 
its 10th consecutive loss. The Eagles dipped to 0-6 in conference 
play.

“I thought we had a really solid effort on the defensive end 
in today’s game,” head coach Zach Spiker said. “To come out 
and have that kind of defensive performance and respond to 
Wednesday’s game like we did was very encouraging and gives 
us confidence going forward.”

The Black Knights limited American to a season low in 
scoring for an opponent and outrebounded the Eagles, 42-27.

Seniors guard Kyle Wilson, guard Dylan Cox and forward 
Larry Toomey each scored in double figures with Toomey leading 
the way with 13 points. Wilson and Cox each scored 12 as Army 
connected on 40 percent of its attempts (22-for-55). 

The Black Knights were solid at the line as well, going 15-
for-19. Cox hauled in a game-high nine rebounds.

Delante Jones led the Eagles with 14 points while playing 
all 40 minutes and as a team, American shot 36.2 percent from 
the field (17-of-47).

The Black Knights started fast, jumping out to a 9-0 lead 
following a driving layup by sophomore forward Luke Morrison 
that prompted American to call timeout. The Eagles were 0-for-5 
with two turnovers prior to the timeout and Wilson scored five 
of the first nine points for Army.

The lead was 11-0 on a layup by Cox before American got 
on the board with a layup by Reed.

After a Morrison three put Army up 18-6, American got back 
in the game with a 14-2 run that was punctuated by back-to-back 
threes by Jones and Paris Maragkos. The second trifecta tied 
the score at 20-20 with a little more than five minutes to play 
in the period.

The two teams went into the break knotted at 22-22 after 
each side struggled to find a rhythm offensively. Army was held 
to a season-low 22 first-half points and shot 32 percent from the 
floor (8-for-25), while American was 10-for-26 (38.5 percent). 
The Black Knights were plus-six on the glass in the period.

Army continued to crash the boards and put together a 7-2 run 
to start the second half that included a pair of offensive boards 
that led to five points. Cox opened the half with a putback and 
Toomey closed the spurt with a three-point play as he followed 
a miss with a layup.

Four straight points by Jones trimmed Army’s lead to two, 
but Wilson fed freshman forward Adam Roe for an open elbow 
jumper and then scored in transition as Cox handed off to him. 
Two free throws by junior forward Mac Hoffman extended the 
lead to 38-30 at the 12:30 mark. 

Cox came up with a steal on the other end and Toomey 
knocked down a jumper to force an American timeout after eight 
straight by the home team.

A layup by Jones out of the timeout briefly halted the run, 
but Cox and company came back with a John Emezie three that 
pushed the lead to 11 (43-32). Four consecutive free throws by 
Cox gave the Black Knights a 15-point cushion and then a layup 
by freshman guard Jordan Fox made it 49-32 with a little more 
than seven minutes to go.

An empty possession for the Eagles came before Toomey fed 
Wilson for a straightaway three that put the exclamation mark on 
the 20-2 run. The run lasted close to eight minutes as Army forced 
American into four turnovers and a 1-for-7 effort from the field, 
while the Black Knights made six of their 11 attempts. Seven 
different players scored during the stretch for Army. 

Army led by as many as 21 points in the contest and moved 
to 6-0 this season when holding opponents under 60 points.


