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Brig. Gen. Diana Holland receives the colors from U.S. Military Academy Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., as she assumes command of the U.S. 
Corps of Cadets Tuesday in Cullum Hall. Holland is the U.S. Military Academy’s 76th Commandant and the fi rst female to serve in the position. See Page 2 for 
story and photo on the ceremony.                 Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito bryant/USMa Pao
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First female West Point Commandant of Cadets assumes new role

New Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Diana Holland speaks to the crowd after 
she assumed command Tuesday at Cullum Hall.     Photo by John Pellino/DPtMS ViD

By C. Todd Lopez
Army News Service

For the first time in its history, the Army has 
installed a female officer as the Commandant 
of Cadets at the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point.

Brig. Gen. Diana M. Holland, a 1990 USMA 
graduate, assumed the role of Commandant of 
Cadets during a ceremony Tuesday at Cullum 
Hall. 

She is the 76th officer to hold the position.
Last year, when the announcement was 

made that Holland would assume the role, acting 
Secretary of the Army Eric K. Fanning said she 
was well-suited for the position.

“Diana’s operational and command 
experiences will bring a new and diverse 
perspective to West Point’s leadership team,” 

Fanning said. “She is absolutely the right person 
for this critical position.”

Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. 
said Holland is “immensely qualified” for the 
position, which has tremendous impact on the 
development of future Army officers.

“The Commandant of Cadets has such a 
significant role in our mission to train, educate 
and inspire leaders of character for service to 
the nation as Army officers, as they prepare 
to fight in America’s wars,” Caslen said. “The 
commandant is the ‘M’ in military in the United 
States Military Academy.”

He said the job carries with it the burden 
of responsibility for the military, physical, 
character and social development of more than 
4,400 cadets.

Caslen said he felt that Holland’s past 
performance in the Army demonstrates her 

suitability for leading so many young Americans 
in their training and development as Army 
officers. 

“(She) has a phenomenal reputation 
throughout the Army,” he said. “The Corps of 
Cadets is getting a great commander and an 
outstanding leader.”

In the 1990 “Howitzer,” the USMA 
yearbook, an entry for Holland, written by 
one of her peers, came near to predicting her 
assumption of the role of commandant. 

Caslen read that entry to show just how close 
to true the prediction came.

“We knew Diana was destined for greatness 
when she won the drill off in Beast,” Caslen 
read. “And now she is in charge of the regimental 
drill. Look for her 5’1” frame in her pickup 
truck back at West Point in a few years as a 
history (professor) and many years later as the 
(superintendent.)”

Caslen pointed out that Holland still does 
drive a pickup truck, that she had returned to the 
school in 1999 to serve as a history instructor, 
and that she was now assuming the role as 
commandant.

“There is still some time for that Howitzer 
prophecy of one day becoming a superintendent 
—so it may just come true,” he said.

 
Surreal
“Returning to West Point this time has been 

quite surreal for a number of reasons, not the 
least of which that it’s eerily close to fulfilling 
my Howitzer entry,” Holland said. “That entry 
was written by Beth Richards, my roommate 
of three and half years, and very close friend. 
She couldn’t be here today, but I can hear her 
right now, shouting from afar, ‘I told you so.’”

Holland said accepting the position is 
humbling. She said she was only able to achieve 
what was needed for the appointment because 
of the support and mentorship of those she has 
worked with and for over the last quarter of a 
century. 

She started off by citing her classmates at 
the academy—many of whom attended the 
ceremony—as having had great influence on 
her.

“I so appreciate your demonstration of 
support. That sense of teamwork really started 
the day we came together in 1986. ‘The Proud 
and the Mighty,’ proved to be an appropriate 
motto,” she said. “I distinctly remember 
challenging myself to work harder, to be as fast 
or as strong or as skilled or as smart as many of 
you. It was a healthy competition that inspired 
me to be better every single day. But when I 
wasn’t as strong or skilled or smart I could 

always turn to one of you for help or advice. I 
am grateful to have served with you and, most 
importantly, to be counted as one of you.”

Holland also cited a litany of Army leaders, 
both officer and enlisted, who influenced and 
mentored her throughout her career. 

She also named her own father, who she said 
had been instrumental early on in steering her 
toward West Point and an Army career.

“It was my dad who first suggested to me 
that I consider attending one of the service 
academies, back when they began admitting 
women. I was only 8 at the time,” she said. 
"But remarkably, I had already expressed the 
desire to serve in the military. His suggestion 
immediately took hold. 

“And it was he who dropped me off here 
almost 30 years ago to become a West Point 
cadet. I appreciate your love and support for 
convincing me early on that I could achieve 
anything—I just had to work hard and treat 
people right,” she added.

The new commandant also thanked her 
husband, Jim, for his continued support. “I love 
you very much,” she said.

As the 76th Commandant of Cadets, 
Holland is responsible for the development of 
more than 4,400 cadets into Army officers. 

It’s a mission she said she is ready for and 
excited to take part in for several reasons.

“First, to be part of a winning team that 
demonstrates continuous excellence and 
contributes to our nation in such significant 
ways in times of peace and conflict,” she 
said. “Second, the opportunity to work with 
incredible, talented young men and women such 
that you find here—they are an inspiration, and 
serve as a constant reminder that the future of 
our Army will be in good hands. And finally, to 
contribute to a purpose that is so consequential 
for our Soldiers. 

“Our Soldiers, who achieve amazing things, 
overcome incredible obstacles around the world 
and make great sacrifices every single day. They 
ask for very little in return, really only that 
they be well-led. It is particularly gratifying to 
support a mission that answers that call. For 
those reasons, and then some, I appreciate this 
portent and look forward to working with this 
team,” she added.

Holland was commissioned in 1990. She 
has served as a company, battalion and brigade 
commander. 

In her most recent assignment, she served as 
deputy commanding general (Support), for 10th 
Mountain Division (Light), Fort Drum, and in 
Afghanistan. She served twice in Iraq and three 
times in Afghanistan. 
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2015 marks enormous advances for women
Compiled by David Vergun
Army News Service

Women’s strides made big news throughout 
2015, with women graduating from Ranger 
School, to the appointment of the first black 
female Army Surgeon General to Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter opening up all military 
occupational specialties, or MOS’s, to women. 

Here are some of the highlights:

All Occupations Open to Women
On Dec. 3, Carter announced that beginning 

this month, all Defense Department positions 
will be open to women, without exception.

For the first time in U.S. military history, 
as long as they qualify and meet specific 
standards, the secretary said women will 
be able to contribute to the mission with no 
barriers at all in their way.

“They’ll be allowed to drive tanks, fire 
mortars and lead infantry Soldiers into 
combat,” Carter added. “They’ll be able to 
serve as Army Rangers and Green Berets, 
Navy SEALs, Marine Corps Infantry, Air 
Force parajumpers, and everything else that 
was previously open only to men.”

Even more importantly, he said, the 
military services will be better able to harness 
the skills and perspectives that talented women 
have to offer.

In a memorandum to the secretaries of 
all military departments and others, Carter 
directed the military services to open all 
MOS’s to women 30 days from Dec. 3— a 
waiting period required by law—and by that 
date to provide updated implementation plans 
for integrating women into the positions now 
open to them.

Carter’s announcement came after the 
Army had been opening many new positions 
for women in recent years.

For example, on Feb. 25, then-Army 
Secretary John M. McHugh signed Directive 
2015-08, opening more than 4,100 positions to 
women in the U.S. Army Special Operations 
Command.

About 1,000 positions were opened to 
women following the 2013 rescinding of the 
Direct Ground Combat Rule by the defense 
secretary. 

This paved the way for women to serve in 
direct combat roles and in MOS’s that were 
previously open only to males.

Women Earn Ranger Tab
For the first time in Army history, two 

women were among the Soldiers who received 
the coveted Ranger tab Aug. 21.

The two female Ranger School graduates 
were 1st Lt. Shaye L. Haver and Capt. Kristen 
M. Griest, both graduates of the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. 
Milley, who attended the graduation, said 
Ranger School is the Army’s “most grueling” 
leadership course, in a statement. The course no 
doubt stretched all 96 graduates “to and beyond 
their physical and emotional limits,” he said.

“I’m proud of everything each of these 

Rangers has endured and I am confident they 
will go on to serve our Army and our nation. 
For those who have made it through this 
arduous course, you know that there is only one 
standard: The Ranger standard,” Milley added.

And then there was another.
When Maj. Lisa Jaster graduated from the 

Ranger course, Oct. 16, she became the third 
female Soldier to earn the Ranger tab.

A lesser known distinction setting Jaster 
apart was the fact that she is one of several 
thousand Soldiers, who serve their country 
under the auspices of a specialized component 
of the Army’s Select Reserve—the Individual 
Mobilization Augmentee, or IMA, program.

Jaster is a U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point graduate and mother of two, married to 
a Marine Corps Reserve officer. In her civilian 
career, she is a project manager with Shell Oil 
Co.—specializing in oilfield issues. 

A Surgeon General First
Lt. Gen. Nadja West became the Army’s 

first black surgeon general.
West became the Army’s first female black 

lieutenant general and the highest-ranking 
woman to graduate from the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.

The Senate confirmed West Dec. 9 for 
the position and Acting Army Secretary Eric 
Fanning administered the oath of office to her 
Dec. 11, making her the Army’s 44th Surgeon 
General and commanding general of U.S. Army 
Medical Command, or MEDCOM. 

West most recently served as the Joint Staff 
surgeon at the Pentagon. 

The Army Surgeon General provides advice 
and assistance to the Army Secretary and Chief 
of Staff on all health care matters pertaining 
to the U.S. Army and its military health care 
system. 

Woman with Two Firsts
In December, Brig. Gen. Diana Holland 

was named the first female Commandant of 
Cadets at the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. She assumed command as the 76th 
Commandant of Cadets during a ceremony at 
West Point Tuesday.

Holland served as the deputy commanding 
general (support), 10th Mountain Division 
(Light) on Fort Drum, New York. She will 
replace Maj. Gen. John C. Thomson III, who 
relinquished command of the Corps of Cadets 
during a ceremony at West Point. He has been 
named commanding general, 1st Cavalry 
Division at Fort Hood, Texas.

Acting Army Secretary Eric Fanning 
praised the selection of Holland. “Diana’s 
operational and command experiences will 
bring a new and diverse perspective to West 
Point’s leadership team,” Fanning said. “She 
is absolutely the right person for this critical 
position.” 

“I am very honored to be named the next 
commandant of the U.S. Corps of Cadets,” 
Holland said. “It’s a privilege to be part of 
the team that trains and develops leaders 
of character for our Army. I look forward 
to continuing the legacy set by Maj. Gen. 

Thomson and all previous commandants.” 
Holland’s other first was her previous 

assignment to the 10th Mountain Division, 
which had never had a female general.

First for Maryland
Maj. Gen. Linda Singh, the first black and 

first woman to serve as adjutant general of the 
Maryland National Guard, took command of 
the Maryland National Guard Feb. 28.

“This is huge—just for the progress of 
women in leadership,” Singh said.

Singh discussed the challenges of starting 
off in the Army as a young female enlisted 
Soldier in the 1980s. 

She recalled how, at the dawn of her career, 
a first sergeant told her that because of her 
pregnancy, she would not make it through 
Advanced Initial Training. But, of course, she 
proved him wrong.

Retrospective of Progress
Female Soldiers and civilians at the 

Pentagon had an opportunity to learn and 
trade ideas on how to empower themselves at 
a symposium March 23.

In recognition of Women’s History 
Month, the Army G-8 and the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Financial 
Management and Comptroller held its fifth 
annual women’s symposium.

Krystyna M.A. Kolesar, who serves as 
deputy director for program analysis and 
evaluation in the G-8, kicked off the event, 
telling the back stories of women’s firsts and 
their contributions, such as Delilah L. Beasley, 
a newspaper columnist and historian who was 
the first black woman to be regularly published 
in a major metropolitan newspaper. 

She also talked about the impact of the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution, which gave 
women the right to vote on Aug. 18, 1920, 
even though President Woodrow Wilson had 
opposed suffrage.

Hosting the symposium, Lt. Gen. Karen 
E. Dyson, military deputy to the assistant 
secretary of the Army (financial management 
and comptroller) and one of only five three-star 
women Soldiers, introduced the panel of two 
colonels and two Army senior executives. 

“What you have here are some very 
complex women who are on our team and every 
one of them has a graduate degree and has 
either been through senior executive civilian 
training or one of the many war colleges,” 
she said, adding that they had all worked at 
different levels in and outside of the Army as 
well as in different defense agencies and at the 
White House.

“They really demonstrate to all of us, the 
richness that they’ve built within their own 
careers over the years by having the courage to 
travel,” Dyson said. “When I say the courage, 
it does take a little bit of courage to travel, 
though for the colonels, it was a bit easier for 
us because we sort of got told along the way 
where we would be going.

“That might be a question to ask yourself 
—are you on a career path that you’re happy 
with,” she said. “Sometimes it’s not our choice 
to travel, but it forces us out to do things, 
completely different things … that can be 
marked by change and opportunity—sometimes 
the change creates the opportunity—sometimes 
the opportunity creates the change.”

(Editor’s note: Contributors to the article  
included David Vergun, Cheryl Pellerin, David 
Ruderman, Gary Sheftick and J.D. Leipold.)

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Milley shakes hands with Capt. Kristen M. 
Griest, one of the latest Soldiers to earn the Ranger tab at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
Aug. 21. Griest (above) and 1st Lt. Shaye L. Haver, both U.S. Military Academy 
graduates, were the first two women to earn the Ranger Tab.  
                      Photo by Patrick a. albright
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2015 REVIEW: Clinton speaks to cadets on leadership responsibilities 
IN FOCUS: YEAR IN REVIEW 2015

Story by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Center for Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies hosted an evening event Oct. 14 at 
Eisenhower Hall with the 42nd President of 
the United States, President Bill Clinton, who 
spoke to cadets about leadership, situations the 
cadets may face throughout their military career 
and how he had responded to incidents of mass 
atrocity during his presidency. 

A five-term Governor of Arkansas prior to 
serving as President of the United States from 
1993 to 2001, Clinton has remained a fixture on 
the international stage.

“After leaving the White House, Clinton 
established the Clinton Foundation, which 
works to improve global health and wellness, 
increase opportunity for girls and women, 
reduce childhood obesity, create economic 
opportunity and growth and help communities 
address the effects of climate change,” Lt. Gen. 
Robert L. Caslen Jr., the superintendent of the 
U.S. Military Academy, said in his introduction 
of Clinton to the audience.

Caslen spoke about how the foundation 
works around the world to improve lives 
through several initiatives, from helping nearly 
10 million people living with HIV/AIDS access 
to lifesaving drugs to promoting sustainable 
economic growth and to fight climate change 
worldwide and in Africa, Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

Clinton’s speech continued along those lines 
of his foundation in regards to climate change, 
how three West Point graduates of different 
centuries responded to world problems and the 
issues the world is facing now and in the future. 

“Two hundred years ago, the graduating 
class at West Point included a young man named 
Benjamin Bonneville,” Clinton said. “If you 
like English motorcycles, old Pontiacs or if you 
happen to be from Utah, the Bonneville name is 
probably familiar to you. A few years after his 
graduation in 1815, Bonneville decided he was 
interested in exploring the west. This was only 
12 years after Lewis and Clark.”

Bonneville is noted for his expeditions in 
the American West, to the Oregon Country and 
the Great Basin. He is also known for blazing 
portions of the Oregon Trail. 

“Bonneville’s adventures were so interesting 
that a writer just down the river here by the name 
of Washington Irving wrote a book about him,” 
Clinton said. “(Irving) later re-enlisted in the 
Army to fight in the Civil War.”

Clinton spoke about the early part of the 
20th century when America and its military 
began to take a more active role beyond our 
own borders.

“World War I had broken out in Europe 
and Pancho Villa’s activities in Mexico and 
his subsequent incursion into New Mexico 
were threatening to involve the U.S. in our 
neighbor’s revolution. More and more we were 
beginning to find that, like it or not, our fate was 
intertwined with people, not only on our borders, 
but also across the larger world,” Clinton said. 

The U.S. entered World War I and helped 
win the war while hoping, as it was advertised 
at the time, it was a war to end all wars.

Clinton spoke about another West Point 
graduate, the 34th President of the United States, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Eisenhower asked for a 
commission in the Infantry. About two decades 
after World War I, the U.S. was involved again 
in Europe and the Pacific as part of the Grand 
Alliance.

“By then, Eisenhower was in charge of the 
mammoth Normandy invasion,” Clinton said. 
“After World War II, we rebuilt Germany, Japan 
and our European allies with the Marshall plan 
and other specific aid and we began with our 
allies to uphold freedom in the long Cold War. 
That alliance held Europe together until the 
Berlin Wall fell in 1989.”

After World War II, the U.S. was not 
only involved in the Cold War, but some hot 
wars such as Korea and Vietnam. Those were 
different wars with mixed results.

“We got a stalemate in Korea which 
continues to the present day with great results 
for the people of South Korea and continuing 
misery for the people of North Korea,” Clinton 
said. “We found out with a lot of sorrow 
and heartache that fighting in Vietnam was 
troublesome because communism had been 
mixed with nationalism and a country that 
emerged turned out often to be more opposed 
to China than to us. Now this year, we mark 
the 20th anniversary of the normalization of 
our relations with Vietnam and it is perhaps 
America’s strongest ally in Southeast Asia, a 
miracle of peace and reconciliation.”

Clinton was attending Georgetown 
University School of Foreign Service and 
holding down a low-level staff job on the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee at the time 
when they were holding widely viewed and 
still historically famous hearings on the U.S. 
involvement in Vietnam and Asia in general 
and investigating our responsibilities in the 
Cold War.

“At the conference in 1967, West Point was 
represented by a cadet from my home state 
of Arkansas named Wesley Clark,” Clinton 
said. “Clark graduated at the top of his class 
and went on to a distinguished military career. 
He was often offered posts at the Pentagon 
at the staff level and he always made a good 
contribution. As Wesley Clark crisscrossed 
America doing his military service when I was 
young and getting involved in politics, I kept up 
with him. By the time I was elected President, 
Wes was back at the Pentagon serving the Joint 
Chiefs. He became part of the American peace 
negotiation team under the leadership of the late 
Richard Holbrooke, one of the truly outstanding 
diplomats of the last 50 years, that made the 
peace in Bosnia ending the ethnic cleansing 
there 20 years ago this year. After the slaughter 
of Srebrenica (in Bosnia) and America’s military 
response there, it made peace possible.”

Clinton asked the audience what the careers 
of Bonneville, Clark and Eisenhower have 
in common. They all were trained at West 
Point, they had enough leadership capacity 
and imagination to adjust as the circumstances 
changed and each did so in their own way.

“They did their duty for the United States,” 
Clinton said. “Leaving our country more secure 
and more widely respected in a world that gave 

more kids the chance to grow up and do what 
all of you are doing here, living your dreams. 
How will you, in the years ahead, fulfill your 
responsibilities, both while you are in uniform 
and afterward, to maintain our security, defend 
our interest, and advance our values in a much 
more highly interdependent world and much 
more rapidly changing world? Where borders 
look more like nets than walls and we have to 
worry about the reality of physical danger to 
our friends and our allies and innocent people 
around the world and virtual warfare at the same 
time in cyber space.

“Nothing can obscure the fact that in 
many cases, clear answers will be hard to find, 
difficult to determine, easy to say and very hard 
to develop in practice because lives are on the 
line and there are always competing priorities,” 
Clinton added.

After the speech, First Captain and President 
of his class, Class of 2016 Cadet Eugene 
Coleman, asked the former president a number 
of questions that the academy had collected 
from the Corps of Cadets. The majority of 
the questions focused on how Clinton dealt 
with mass atrocities or complex foreign policy 
problems and how he made decisions about 
when to take military action and when to refrain.  

Class of 2016 Cadet Michael Auten asked 
about when the U.S. military had intervened 
in Kosovo in 1999. President Clinton spoke 
about the Dayton Accords, the work of Richard 
Holbrooke and his dealings with Serbia’s 
Slobodan Milosevic. He explained how 
NATO’s bombing of Serbia was premised on 
a very unique historical context and Clinton’s 
very specific understanding of Milosevic’s 
personality and interests.  

Class of 2016 Cadet Regina Parker’s follow-
up question concerned NATO and the role it 
should have today.  President Clinton expressed 
full-throated support of NATO, arguing it should 
continue to play a leading role in promoting 

cooperation in Europe. 
A question from Class of 2019 Cadet 

Brandon Hernandez gave President Clinton a 
chance to talk about the importance of Army 
officers possessing honesty and integrity. 
The officers who worked for him whom he 
appreciated the most were those who were 
candid, had the integrity to disagree with him 
and offered alternatives. Clinton noted that he 
counted on officers having these traits in order 
to shape good policy.  

Clinton concluded with a positive, yet 
straightforward message in that humanity is 
99.5 percent the same and should spend far less 
time arguing about the 0.5 percent difference.  

“The world belongs to those who will take 
tremendous risks in defense of our common 
humanity,” Clinton said.  

The secret of success, he remarked, was to 
stop bad things from happening, enable more 
good things to happen and build systems of 
empowerment. Clinton mentioned a number of 
examples of areas where he felt the Army was 
doing precisely that with building systems of 
empowerment. In his opinion, there are three 
broad threats facing the world: climate change, 
worldwide inequality and instability. The Army, 
Clinton noted, has made great advances related 
to climate change, reducing its carbon footprint 
and creating systems that make the Soldier less 
reliant on fuel.  

The Army had also contributed to reducing 
global inequality, particularly through actions 
like the 2014 anti-Ebola work done in Liberia 
and other efforts throughout Africa to build 
partner capacity.  

The evening concluded with Coleman 
presenting Clinton with a West Point tar bucket 
on behalf of the Corps of Cadets and the Center 
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies.

(Editor’s note: Special thanks to the 
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies in 
attributing to this story.)  

Former President Bill Clinton spoke to cadets Oct. 14 about leadership, 
situations the cadets may face throughout their military career. 
                Photo by Vito bryant/ USMa Pao
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2015 REVIEW: Year in Photos—Best Front Page covers last year

(Above) The rigors of Sandhurst April 10-11. 
      Photo by Sgt. 1St claSS JereMy bUnkley/ USMa Pao

(Far right) Cadets team up with NBA players, 
including LeBron James and Stephen Curry, at 
clinics in New York City during the NBA’s All-Star 
Weekend.     Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito bryant/USMa Pao

(Right) Junior wide receiver Edgar Poe grabs a 
touchdown in win against Bucknell Oct. 17 at Michie 
Stadium.              Photo by eric S. bartelt/PV
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Cadet Parachute Team takes national championship
By the West Point Parachute Team

The West Point Parachute team won the 
National Collegiate Parachuting Championships 
at the Lake Wales Skydiving Center in Lake 
Wales, Florida, from Dec. 27-Jan. 2. 

Army defeated its closest competition, Air 
Force, by winning the Gavin Gavel award, 
the Most Competitive Collegiate Skydiver 
award and the most medals to take the national 
collegiate parachuting championship.

One hundred and one collegiate competitors 
took part in the parachuting championships, 
both team and individually. 

Air Force had 60 cadets and fielded four 
teams to compete for the Gavin Gavel award. 
Army had 26 cadets and fielded two teams. 
Army’s best team won the Gavin Gavel award 
with a total of 112 points. 

Additionally, Army won 40 medals (18 
Gold, 9 Silver, and 13 Bronze). Air Force won 
26 medals.

Teams can be comprised of jumpers from 
one school, or formed by jumpers from different 
schools. The point system is an objective scoring 
system based on placement in events, applied 
to the eight individuals who comprise a team. 

For advanced and novice class events, each 
team member in the event scores five points for 
first place, four points for second place, three 

points for third place, two points for fourth place 
and one point for fifth place. 

Open and single class events have an 
additional point awarded to each place. 
Additionally, setting a collegiate record earns 
an additional point per competitor. 

The events and classes include Sport 
Accuracy (Masters, Intermediate, Novice 
classes), Classic Accuracy (Single class), Team 
Accuracy (Single class), Formation Skydiving 
(Open four-way, Advanced four-way, Novice 
four-way), Vertical Formation Skydiving 
(Single class two-way) and six-way (Single 
class).

The Cadet-in-Charge, Class of 2016 Jordan 
Komm, won the “Most Competitive Collegiate 
Skydiver” with two Gold, one Silver and two 
Bronze medals. 

During the Sport Accuracy Masters event, 
Komm scored four consecutive dead centers. 

The cadets won a Gold medal in the six-way 
event that was traditionally dominated by the 
Air Force teams. 

Two months ago, the cadets could not break 
12 seconds. After training intensively, their three 
round competition times were 5.91, 7.02 and 
8.22 seconds. 

Their performance was a testament to their 
dedication, team cohesiveness and warrior 
spirit. 

 

(Above) Class of 2018 Cadets Ryan Hellmers and Andrew Cochran perform 
a two-way formation skydive. (Above right) Members of the Parachute Team 
proudly display their 40 medals and Gavin Gavel award. 
                              PhotoS by claSS of 2016 caDet DaViD hart
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Twenty-six members of Class of 2015 graduate in December
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Twenty-six members of the Class of 
2015 finally threw their hats in the air as they 
graduated Dec. 18 at Eisenhower Hall.

“I feel good about it,” Class of 2015 Emily 
Speziale said. “It’s as much a rare situation and 
we’ve been here longer. I can’t believe we made 
it. During plebe year, it looks like a mountain, 
but now we are here.”

The Toms River, New Jersey native is 
heading to Fort Campbell, Kentucky into the 
branch of Field Artillery. 

Members of the Class of 1965, retired Maj. 
Gen. Clair Gill, and retired Lt. Col. Bob Frank 
and Russ Campbell were there to support their 
affiliate Class of 2015 from the Class of 1965 
and to present the second lieutenant bars. Four 
distinguished graduates were also in attendance.

In his speech, U.S. Military Academy 
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. 
spoke about the class of a hundred years ago, 
the class the stars fell on, the Class of 1915 
was a class of only 164 students, but 59 of 
those students, those cadets earned stars, from 
brigadier general to five-star generals. This year, 
three women were the first to graduate from 
Ranger School. That is the legacy of West Point.

“The fact that you are here in December 
probably had to do with some sort of adversity 
that you had to survive,” Caslen said. “Whatever 

adversity it was that has now brought you to 
this particular place; you can probably say you 
learned to have the resilience to get through. 
Victory goes to those who have the most resolve 
to win.”

Dean of the Academic Board, Brig. Gen. 
Timothy Trainor, spoke to the class of their 
perseverance and struggle to get where they are 
today since cadets traditionally graduate in May.

“I’ve never seen a crowd like this,” Trainor 
said. “You guys must be doing something right. 
I am very proud of the 26 who have successfully 
accomplished what you have accomplished. I 
know you were not sure this day would come, 
but it is here; take it, you have earned it. The 
Army needs you, we need you.”

As usual, the Dean called on particular 
cadets by first name to let everyone know how 
they continued on despite adversity. 

“Ashley, the faith in yourself helped you 
get where you are by knowing the faith in your 
family was important,” he said.

During the graduation in May, the former 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey 
was the guest speaker and broke a tradition. 
When a cadet accepts his first salute the cadet 
presents him with a dollar as it is a show of 
trust. Dempsey changed it up a bit by presenting 
cadets with a signed dollar bill along with their 
diploma. 

That tradition, along with the diploma were 
given to the December graduating cadets.

Twenty-six U.S. Military Academy Cadets of the Class of 2015 graduated and 
were commissioned Dec. 18 at Eisenhower Hall. Although graduation is in 
December, a traditional graduation, including the hat toss, is still achieved for 
the belated graduate members of the class.

U.S. Military Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. presents 
Class of 2015 Cadet Mohamed Naif, an international exchange student from the 
Republic of the Maldives,  his diploma Dec. 18 at Eisenhower Hall's Crest Hall.
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FEATURED ITEMS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Training Camps closure notification

DPTMS has secured Camp Buckner’s main gate after normal 
duty hours Monday through Friday. The main gate will be locked 
each day at 3 p.m. and reopened at 8 a.m. for DPW maintenance 
support and recreational fishing (valid West Point fishing license).  

Patrons requiring weekend access to Camp Buckner need to 
sign for a gate key (limited number of gate keys) from MWR 
Outdoor Recreation Office or Victor Constant Ski Lodge. 

For details, call 938- 2503.

Chapel watch-care providers
Bids are being accepted for FY16 to provide child-care 

services in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious 
Education Programs. 

Tasks also include the set-up and recovery of the watch-care 
space, the sanitization of all toys and other items following each 
activity, and the providing of authorized snacks, food and drinks 
to the children. 

Must be over 18 and commit to and pass a federal background 
check. 

Contact Sgt. 1st Class Michael Nichols at 845-938-5893 or 
email Michael.Nichols@usma.edu. 

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month.

The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at Washington Hall 
Room 4101. 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
FAST Class

Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 
Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from Monday-Feb. 3. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-

5389 for an enrollment form. 

Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. 

Service members are required to begin the SFL-TAP no later 
than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule dates are as follows: 
• Jan. 4-8;
• Jan. 11-15 (Waiting List);
• Feb. 8-12;
• Feb. 29-March 4;
Registration is required. 
Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 

for more details.

Job Fair/Networking Event—SFL-TAP and ACS 
Employment Readiness Program

Join the Soldier For Life – Transition Assistance Program and 
ACS Employment Readiness Program for a Job Fair/Networking 
event. This is an excellent opportunity to meet with a small group 
of employers for networking and employment possibilities. 

The event is scheduled from 11a.m.-1 p.m. at Army 
Community Service, Bldg. 622, Swift Road. It is open to active 
duty service members, veterans, military spouses, DOD civilians 
and their family members.

For a list of participating employers and the opportunities/
fields available, check SFL-TAP’s Facebook page for updates at 
https://www.facebook.com/WestPointACAP.

No registration required for job seekers. For details, call 
938-0634.

Speed Reading Course
The Center for Enhanced Performance offers all DOD 

(military and civilian) and Cadets a free 10-lesson Speed Reading 
Course starting Jan. 19-20. 

For details and enrollment opportunities, email Robert.
Ryan@usma.edu or call 938-7817. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 

Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees.

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

The club is about improving tomorrow’s Army, its Soldiers, 
the installation and the local community through commitment, 
caring, mentoring, teaching and training.

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Thomas 
Robinson at 254-768-8414 or Vice President Stuart Sword at 
757-816-0256.

Tax Center seeking volunteers to assist during Tax 
Season

 The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 
with tax returns and administrative support during the tax season 
(January-April 2016). Volunteers receive all necessary training 
and obtain valuable work experience. 

For details, contact Capt. Emily Haigh at emily.haigh@usma.
edu or 938-6373.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The “Alpha and Omega” will be on display at the West Point 
Museum for two years before being returned to “rest” until their 
next exhibition. 

Everyone is invited to view these important relics before the 
closing of the exhibit in 2017.       

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. 

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged 
young people. For details, visit www.gracebaptistny.org.

WPSC Casino Night 
The West Point Spouses Club will host the WPSC Casino 

Night Feb. 26 at Eisenhower Hall. Tickets are on sale now. 
More event information can be found on the WPSC’s Facebook 
page at “WPSC Casino Night.”

Volunteers are still needed. If you want to volunteer, email 
WPSCcasinonight@gmail.com.

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT
Fine Arts Festival 

Join Youth Services for its 13th annual Fine Arts Festival 
from 3-6 p.m. Jan. 8 at the Middle School Teen Center, Bldg. 
500. 

The Festival will include the following categories: 
monochromatic drawing, multi-colored drawing, pastel, 
oil/acrylic, watercolor, printmaking, collage, mixed media, 
sculpture and group project. 

For details, call 845-938-3727.

Wee Ones and We Read Winter programs
The Family Advocacy Program has your winter Wee Ones 

and Wee Read dates scheduled.  
Wee Ones will meet Mondays—9:30-11 a.m. Monday and 

Jan. 25 at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500. Wee Read will meet 
Thursdays—9-10 a.m. today and Jan. 21 at the ACS Resiliency 
Center, Bldg. 626, second fl oor (pre-registration required).  

For details, contact Shelley Ariosto at 938-3369 or Lisa 
Pokorny at 938-0629.

Leisure Travel Services is now offering Universal on-
site hotels with 2016 military rates

Leisure Travel Services is offering Universal Orlando on-
site hotels with 2016 military rates to include Loews Portofi no 
Bay Hotel, Hard Rock Hotel, Loews Royal Pacifi c Hotel or 
Universal’s Cabana Bay Beach Resort. 

Plus, you’ll enjoy a package of exclusive theme park benefi ts: 
early park admission, complimentary shuttle buses, Universal 
character appearances and exclusive access to all on-site resorts. 

This offer is for active duty and retired military only. 
Don’t forget to buy your Universal Military Promotion 

Tickets. Buy one day, get two days free through May 31. For 
more details, call 938-3601.

Financial Readiness classes
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a Financial Readiness 

class with ACS. The class dates are:
• Jan. 11—ID Theft Avoidance;
• Jan. 19—Let’s Talk About TSP;
• Feb. 8—Using Credit Wisely;
• Feb. 16—Sensible Savings;
• March 14—Get Clever On Credit Report;
• March 21—Personal Financial Responsibility.
All classes are held at Army Community Service Bldg. 

622 from 3-4 p.m. For details on First-Term Soldiers Financial 
Readiness workshop, an individual one-on-one counseling or 
a unit training class, email Amy.Weyhrauch@usma.edu or call 
938-5839.

Arts & Crafts January class schedule
• Jan. 12—Pint-Sized Picasso, 10:30-11 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 

p.m. Dr. Seuss, classes are for grades K-5.
• Jan. 12—Cookies and Canvas, “Winter Tree,” 5-6:30 p.m. 

We provide the snacks, paint and pre-sketched canvas, you 
provide the kids. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

• Jan. 14—Open Studio, noon-5 p.m.
• Jan. 26—Pint-Sized Picasso, 10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 

p.m., Wassily Kandinsky, classes are for grades K-5. 
There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 

to register, call 938-4812.

Lunch and Learn at the MWR Fitness Center
Join Jeanne Williamson and John Hilley for a lunch and 

learn: Posture by Design not Circumstance, at 11:30 a.m. Jan. 14.  
Good Posture: How important is it? More important than 

you think. It’s not just how we look, it’s a key component to a 
healthy life. How do you achieve it? Simple steps you can take 

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE FAMILIES

Volunteer Ski & Snowboard instructors needed
The Victor Constant Ski Area is looking for Ski and 

Snowboard instructors for the upcoming season. 
Our weekend lessons are scheduled on Saturday and Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m and 11 a.m. and run for one hour each.  
The mid-week lessons are a series of eight lessons given 

during a four-week period from 6:15-7:15 p.m. twice a week, 
either Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday starting the 
week of Jan. 11. 

Instructor training will run today-Monday. 
We welcome new instructors who are ASIA trained, PSIA/

AASI certifi ed or brand new. 
All instructors who volunteer will receive season passes, free 

training, in-season clinics and access to ski at West Point during 

operating hours.  
For details, call (845) 938-8623 or ODRWPMWR@usma.edu. 

Bridal Show
Spend the afternoon in Bridal Bliss for the Bridal Show at 

the West Point Club from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday. 
The Grand Ballroom will be fi lled with all the vendors you 

need to make your day perfect. For details, call 845-446-5504.

to improve your posture today. 
Free digital postural analysis and exercise handouts for all 

attendees. For details, call 938-6490.

ERP—10 Steps to a Federal Job
The Employment Readiness Program at West Point ACS is 

offering a “10 Steps to a Federal Job” class, led by a Certifi ed 
Federal Career Coach. The class is scheduled from 9 a.m.-noon 
Jan. 20. 

This class will cover, in detail, the federal job application 
process to make it much more manageable. RSVP to reserve your 
seat and a free copy of Kathryn Troutman’s “Jobseeker’s Guide” 
6th Edition, then leave inspired for your federal job search. 

RSVPs, and any questions, can be directed to the Employment 
Readiness Offi ce at 938-5658 or email Anne.Marshall@usma.
edu.

Wellness Challenge
Join the MWR Fitness Center in kicking off your New 

Year’s Resolution with its self-led 2016 Wellness Challenge that 
encourages a healthy lifestyle. Choose one healthy behavior from 
the categories of fi tness, nutrition, resiliency and community 
each week throughout the month of January and maintain them 
throughout the year. 

Submit all weekly challenge behaviors/completions to 
WestPointMWR.com/fi tness. For details, call 938-6490.

Mother and Son Dance
Join the West Point Club for dinner buffet, dessert and 

dancing from 6-9 p.m. Feb. 5 at the West Point Club’s Grand 
Ballroom. 

Sons may grow into men and out of their toys, but in the 
hearts of their mothers they are still little boys. Dress is Sunday 
best. There will be a professional photographer on site. 

There is a fee for this event. 
For reservations and more details, call 938-5120.

BOSS Super Bowl Party
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers as it watches the 

big game at the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion from 5-10 p.m. Feb. 7. 
Food, drink and raffl es are provided. For details, call 938-6497.

  
Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch

A Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch will be served in the West 
Point Club’s Pierce Dining Room from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 14. 

Perfect for a Valentine’s family celebration. Traditional 
brunch menu items will be served to include chef attended 
action stations and chocolate specialty desserts. There is a fee 
for this event. 

For reservations and more details, call 938-5120.  

January Community Skate hours
The Community Skate hours are scheduled from 3:30-5 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 24 and 31 at Tate Rink in the Hollender Center.  
Admission is free but patrons must provide their own skates.  
For updates or changes to the schedule, call 938-2991.  

Father and Daughter Dance
Calling all Dads, Granddads and Step-Dads. Come to the 

West Point Club for dinner, dessert and dancing 6-9 p.m. Jan. 
22 or Jan. 23 for the Father and Daughter Dance. 

Every father needs to connect with his daughter and every 
daughter needs a positive example of how a young lady should 
be treated. 

Dress is Sunday best. There will be a professional 
photographer on site. 

There is a fee for this event. For reservations and more details, 
call 938-5120. 

The “It’s On Us” 
Campaign is a national 
campaign that the U.S. 
Mili tary Academy 
joined to personalize 
i ts  ongoing effort 
to eliminate sexual 
harassment and sexual 
assault.  

The ODIA teams have identifi ed upcoming TEAL 
Games, just like the Army-Rutgers Football game Nov. 
21, to be Hockey vs. Sacred Heart at 7:05 p.m. Friday at 
Tate Rink and Gymnastics vs. Air Force at 6 p.m. Jan. 29 
at Gross Olympic Center. 

The teams will wear something on their uniform that is 
teal colored, our “It’s On Us” Cadet Video will be played 
at the game and cadets are allowed to wear their “It’s On 
Us” T-shirts to those games. 

DCA is also partnering with us to give a free 
concession item to cadets wearing their IOU T-shirts to 
those TEAL Games.

“It's On Us” TEAL GAMES
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Former West Point 
DENTAC heads AAP

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Jan. 14
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Jan. 7-14
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Tuesday.

• Snow Sculpture Contest: Enjoy the 
winter sunshine, fresh air and snowy months. 
We love to see pictures of any snow sculptures 
you create. 

Take pictures and email to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com or drop them off at 126 
Washington Road. Prizes will be awarded for 
snowmen, igloos, ice sculptures or anything 
creative made out of snow. 

• Collecting for Kids: “Collecting for 
Kids—why and how we collect things.”  West 
Point Museum curator Paul Ackermann will 
speak to the group about collections and each 
participant will then start his or her own patch 
collection by making a patch to take home.  

All materials and a continental breakfast 
will be provided. This event will be held at 
the West Point Museum from 10 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. Jan. 15. 

While working on the project, LifeWorks 
will show a Disney Movie. 

LifeWorks

Due to ongoing construction and maintenance to Arnold 
Auditorium at Mahan Hall, there will be no movies shown 
until at least Jan. 30. Sorry for the inconvenience.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /Wes t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Are you expecting a child this summer? 
Are you nervous because you’re not sure what 
to expect? If so, join Keller Army Community 
Hospital’s Obstetric Unit for their Childbirth 
Education Classes.

The classes begin Wednesday and 
continue every remaining Wednesday in 
January (Jan. 20 and 27) at Keller Army 
Community Hospital in the fourth floor 
classroom from 6-9:30 p.m.

The February classes are scheduled for 
February 17, 24 and March 2.  

To register for the January or February 
courses and/or get more information, contact 
Keller’s Obstetrics Unit at 938-3210.

Educat ional  &  Developmenta l 
Intervention Services

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help. If you are a military or 

civilian family that reside at West Point and 
have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior and/
or social interactions, contact the Educational 
& Developmental Intervention Services 
(EDIS) offi ce. The EDIS offi ce is located at 
Keller Army Community Hospital, Bldg. 900. 

For more details and assistance, call 938-
2698/6868. 

Keller FRG is on Facebook
T h e  K e l l e r  A r m y  C o m m u n i t y 

Hospital Family Readiness Group is on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
Keller-Army-Community-Hospital-
FRG-1524420127872256. 

Keller’s FRG provides family members—
of Keller staff—with a valuable tool to gain 
important information about Keller Army 
Community Hospital.

Retired Capt. Wayne 
A. Aldredge, DMD, 
formerly of West 
P o i n t  D E N TA C , 
has been installed 
as president  of 
t h e  A m e r i c a n 
A c a d e m y  o f 
Periodontology, the 
country’s premiere 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
organization for 
p e r i o d o n t i s t s . 
D r .  A l d r e d g e 
practiced general 
dentistry at West 
Point from 1993-
96. Now a principal 
p r a c t i t i o n e r 
a t  H o l m d e l 
P e r i o d o n t i c s  & 
Implant Dentistry, 
in Holmdel, N.J., 
Aldredge will head 
an AAP membership 
o f  8 , 4 0 0 
periodontists.  
    coUrteSy Photo

By Robert K. Lanier 
Keller Army Community Hospital PAO

The Armed Services Blood Program, 
with the support of Keller Army Community 
Hospital, will hold a Blood D rive Monday-Jan. 
14 at Eisenhower Hall.

The drive will be held from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Monday-Wednesday and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 14; 
and is open to the public.

We want you … to save three lives with a 
single donation. By giving a little of yourself, 
your donation gives sick or injured troops and 
their families a second chance at life.

Blood and blood products are used for 
patients of all ages for many reasons—from 
cancer patients to those with battlefi eld injuries, 
military members and their families depend 
on blood donors every day. By donating, you 
help ensure that blood is available when it is 
needed most.

Blood can be separated into three main 
components—red blood cells (RBCs), platelets, 
and plasma; but it is the ‘blood types’ that must 
be matched between the donor and the recipient 
to ensure a safe transfusion. The blood types and 
their characteristics are:

• Type O Negative Donors: Also known 
as “universal donors,” Type O Negative RBCs 
can be given to anyone. For that reason, Type 
O Negative blood is often used in emergency 
situations before a person’s exact blood type 
can be determined.

•  Ty p e  O  P o s i t i v e  D o n o r s : 
Approximately 84 percent of the U.S. population 
has Rh positive blood. This means that your 
RBCs can be given to 84 percent of those in 
need if their exact blood type is unavailable.

• Type A Positive/Negative Donors: 

Armed Services Blood Program’s 
Blood Drive here Monday-Jan.14

Your blood type is the second most common 
U.S. blood type. This means there are many 
Type A patients out there who need your blood 
every day. Type A Negative donors can also 
provide RBCs for the more scarce Type AB 
patients if necessary. 

• Type B Positive/Negative Donors: 
As the second rarest U.S. blood type, your 
blood is needed to keep your elite group of Type 
B patients safe and healthy. Type B Negative 
donors can also provide RBCs for the more 
scarce Type AB patients if necessary. 

• Type AB Positive/Negative Donors: 
The rarest U.S. blood type at only 4 percent, 
Type AB donors are also known as “universal 
plasma donors”, since their plasma can be given 
to anyone. For that reason, Type AB Positive/
Negative plasma is often used in emergency 
situations before a person’s exact blood type 
can be determined.

The reasons for giving blood are numerous 
and invaluable, because there is no substitute 
for human blood, every day brings advances in 
life-saving techniques—many of which require 
blood or blood products, and blood products 
cannot be stored indefi nitely. 

Additionally, a representative for the C.W. 
Bill Young Department of Defense Marrow 
Donor Program will be at the blood drive for 
individuals who would like to enroll in the DOD 
Bone Marrow Program. 

The program works exclusively with 
military personnel and their dependents, DOD 
civilian employees, reservists and Coast Guard 
and National Guard members to facilitate 
marrow and stem cell donations. 

To learn more about joining the registry, 
and/or marrow and stem cell donation, go to 
https://www.salutetolife.org/. 
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Plomb, Wilson each get 20-plus points, but Army loses to Bucknell

Senior forward Tanner Plomb scored a team-high 23 points against Bucknell 
in a 84-76 loss to the Bison Jan. 2 at Christl Arena.      Photo by eric S. bartelt/PV

Friday

5 p.m.—Women’s and men’s sWimming 
and diving vs. Lehigh, CrandaLL pooL.

7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vs. saCred heart, 
tate rink.

saturday

1 p.m.—Women’s and men’s sWimming 
and diving vs. BuCkneLL, CrandaLL pooL.

1 p.m.—Women’s BasketBaLL vs. LoyoLa, 
ChristL arena.

**to see the upComing army athLetiCs 
sCheduLe, visit WWW.goarmyWestpoint.
Com/CaLendar.aspx?vtype=List.

Sports 
calendar
Corps Squad

Army Hockey loses in overtime to UMass

By Mark Mohrman
Army Athletic Communications

Chris Hass’ 40-point effort led Bucknell 
to an 84-76 victory over the Army West Point 
Men’s Basketball team Jan. 2 at Christl Arena.

Senior forward Tanner Plomb led the Black 
Knights (10-4, 1-1 Patriot) with 23 points, senior 
guard Kyle Wilson scored 21 and senior center 
Kevin Ferguson posted a double-double with 15 
points and a career-high 14 rebounds in the loss.

Hass connected on 13-of-19 field goals, 
including 4-of-6 from distance, and went 10-for-
12 at the free throw line. As a team, Bucknell 
shot 48.3 percent (28-for-58), including a 16-
for-30 effort from three-point range, and made 
22-of-28 at the line. 

The Bison improved to 2-0 in the Patriot 
League and 5-8 on the year.

The Black Knights were held to less than 
10 three-pointers for the third time this season, 
going 8-for-23 (34.8 percent).

Senior guard Dylan Cox and Plomb each 
finished with four of Army’s 15 assists on 28 
made field goals (28-for-69, 40.6 percent).

“You have to give Chris Hass credit, he 
was very good early in the game,” head coach 
Zach Spiker said. “He did a good job scoring 
the basketball and we did not have an answer 
in the first half. I thought we did a better job on 
him in the second half, but as a whole Bucknell 
did a great job making tough shots late in the 
shot clock as the game continued.”

A slow offensive start for the top two 
offenses in the Patriot League saw Bucknell take 
an 8-2 lead on a three by Hass at the 14:47 mark. 

Army’s next possession ended with a dunk 
by Plomb and the Black Knights scored seven 
straight as part of a 15-2 run. 

The Black Knights led 17-10 after forcing 

four turnovers and holding Bucknell without a 
field goal (0-for-4).

Army’s lead was 25-15 before Hass 
exploded for 16 straight points to help Bucknell 
take a 31-27 lead. 

The 16-2 Bison run lasted 2:50 and Hass 
made his first 11 field goals, including five 
threes, en route to a 32-point first half.

Trailing by four with 3:47 left in the half, 
Army scored 9 of the next 11 points on back-to-
back threes by Wilson and a Plomb triple, but 
Hass scored the last four points of the period 
and Bucknell took a 37-36 lead into the break.

Bucknell’s lead stretched to nine (57-48) 
with a 12-4 run midway through the period 
following a bucket inside by Dom Hoffman. 
A Plomb three-pointer ended the spurt and 
moments later a reverse layup from Ferguson 
off a drive from Wilson pulled the Black Knights 
back within four.

The two sides continued to trade punches 
and Frazier’s layup at 6:50 pushed the Bucknell 
lead back to six. A few possessions later, Plomb 
scored on an old-fashioned three-point play, 
but Hoffman answered with a wing three on 
the other end.

Following a pair of Wilson free throws, 
Army was back within three points (65-62) with 
four minutes remaining. Empty possessions by 
each side came before a Frazier three-pointer the 
doubled Bucknell’s lead back to six.

Ferguson and Stephen Brown traded twos, 
then Cox and Nana Foulland alternated buckets, 
before senior forward Larry Toomey’s putback 
made it 72-68 with 1:49 to play.

Hass’ jumper late in the shot clock after a 
Bucknell timeout helped to seal the victory as 
the Bison forced a miss and made all 10 of their 
free throw attempts in the final minute of the 
eight-point win.

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Massachusetts scored 22 seconds into 
overtime to defeat the Army hockey team, 
2-1, Jan. 2 at Tate Rink.

Army (5-9-4) took the early lead in the 
first period with a power play goal from 
senior forward Joe Kozlak. 

Sophomore forward Conor Andrle added 
his team-leading 11th assist of the season, 
while sophomore defenseman Mike Preston 
added the secondary helper. Sophomore 
goaltender Cole Bruns earned his fourth start 
in net and was impressive with 33 saves, 
including 15 in the second period.

The Minutemen (7-8-4) saw Steven 
Iacobellis score the gamewinner in the extra 
frame with Ray Pigozzi and Shane Walsh 
adding the assists. Walsh finished with a two-
point night as he tallied his 13th of the season 
in the second period to tie the game at 1-1. 

Alex Wakaluk made 22 saves in the win, 
which was the first of the season for the 
junior netminder.

The Black Knights earned the first goal 
of the night with Kozlak scoring his fourth of 

the season. The tally came with one second 
left on Army’s first power play. He fired 
the initial shot wide of the net, but Andrle 
controlled the rebound and found the co-
captain in the lost and he buried it for the 1-0 
advantage going into the first intermission. 

Preston was given an assist on the play 
for his fourth of the season.

The Minutemen evened the score with 
the lone goal in the second period with Shane 
Walsh tallying his 13th of the season. 

The goal came on the power play as 
Dominic Trento found Walsh in the slot and 
he beat Bruns to make it 1-1 game.

After a scoreless third period, the teams 
headed to the extra frame and it didn't take 
long for the Minutemen to escape with the 
win. 

Pigozzi charged the net and put the initial 
shot on Bruns and he made the stop, but the 
puck popped out to an open Iacobellis and 
he buried it for the gamewinner.

Massachusetts earned a 35-23 shot 
advantage in the game. Army had five 
chances on the power play and scored once, 
while UMass was 1-for-2 with the extra 
skater.

Senior forward Joe Kozlak notched Army 
West Point’s only goal in a 2-1 overtime 
loss to Massachusetts Jan. 2 at Tate Rink. 
          Photo coUrteSy of arMy athletic coMMUnicationS
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Comeback falls short as Women Basketball loses to Bucknell 

Senior guard Kelsey Minato led all scorers with a season-high 35 points to move into second on the 
Patriot League’s career-scoring list with 2,096 points during a 79-69 loss to Bucknell Jan. 2 in Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania.                                  Photo by eric S. bartelt/PV

Minato scores season-high 35 points, now is second all-time leading scorer in PL
By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Basketball team closed a 
13-point deficit to two early in the fourth quarter, but was unable 
to come all the way back in an eventual 79-69 setback at Bucknell 
during Patriot League action Jan. 2 in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.

The loss snaps Army’s seven-game winning streak to send 
the Black Knights to 10-2 overall and 1-1 in the conference. 
Bucknell wins its second in a row to improve to 8-5 and 2-0.

Senior guard Kelsey Minato led all scorers with a season-
high 35 points on 16-of-26 shooting to move into second on the 
Patriot League’s career scoring list with 2,096 points. 

Minato also added five assists, while senior forward Aimee 
Oertner and sophomore guard Janae McNeal each finished with 
10 points and five rebounds. 

Oertner matched her career-high with six blocked shots and 
became the team’s career blocked shots leader, with 224 blocks, 
passing Erin Anthony’s (USMA ‘11) previous record of 222. 

Senior guard Jean Parker netted eight points and collected a 
career-best 10 boards.

Claire DeBoer paced four double-digit scorers for Bucknell 
with 22 points on 7-of-12 shooting, while Kaitlyn Slagus and 
Jacquie Klotz recorded 21 points and 20 points, respectively. Kyi 
English finished with 10 points off the bench.

Oertner gave Army a 2-0 lead with a lay-up 34 seconds into 
the contest, but Bucknell scored 10 of the game’s next 14 points 
to move out to a 10-6 advantage by the 5:15 mark of the first 
period. Klotz and Slagus each hit three-pointers for the Bison 
during the stretch.

Minato drained a three at the 4:49 mark to make the score 
10-9 before answering for the Black Knights on the next two 
trips down the floor to keep the visitors within a point. DeBoer 
and Slagus converted consecutive lay-ins for Bucknell to push 
the lead to 20-14 before Army scored the final four points of 
the first frame, including a lay-up by Minato at the first quarter 
buzzer after retrieving her own rebound to make the score 20-18.

Bucknell scored the first four points of the second period 
to boost its advantage to six points before Klotz knocked in a 
three-pointer with 3:57 left in the first half to cap a 13-4 run and 
put the Bison up, 33-22.

Minato made a lay-up with 4:53 on the clock in the second 
quarter for her 18th point of the afternoon, which moved her to 
2,079 career points and into second place on the Patriot League’s 
all-time scoring list.

Minato and Oertner each scored two points in the final 3:37 of 
the opening half, as Army entered the locker room down 36-26.

The Black Knights cut their deficit to single digits on a pair 
of occasions early in the third quarter, but the Bison used a 7-3 
run to climb out to a 13-point lead, 48-35, by the 3:41 mark.

A three-pointer from senior guard Brianna Johnson and a 
jumper by Minato brought the visitors back to within eight points 
before McNeal made a lay-in to make the score 50-44. Bucknell 
tallied the final four points of the period to control a 54-44 lead 
at the end of three.

DeBoer made a short jumper 38 ticks into the fourth quarter 
to extend the Bison lead to 12, but consecutive triples by Parker, 
at 9:12 and 8:36, kicked off a 10-0 Black Knights’ run to make 
the score 56-54 to force a Bucknell timeout with 7:57 remaining 
in the period.

Slagus and McNeal traded lay-ups on each team’s next 
possession to keep the game at the two-point margin before 
English buried her second straight three to cap a 9-2 run by the 
Bison with 5:01 on the clock, making the score 67-58.

Minato made a lay-up with 52 seconds remaining in the 
contest to bring the Black Knights back to within seven points, 
74-67, but that was as close as Army would come in the 10-point 
setback.


