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(Above) The U.S. Corps of Cadets were riled up throughout the Army-Navy Game 
Dec. 12 in Philadelphia. The Army Football team played a strong game and kept 
the Army faithful on the edge of their seats until the last second failed “Hail Mary” 
pass ended the 21-17 win by Navy. (Right) The Corps’ view at Lincoln Finanical 
Field during a picturesque day at the Army-Navy Game. See Pages 3-4 for story 
and photos from Army-Navy events and Page 11 for story and photos from the 
game.                                          Photos by staff sGt. Vito bryant/usma Pao
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To the West Point Community,

First, congratulations on a very successful first 
semester. I know everyone’s breathing a little easier 
with TEEs and final projects behind them. I appreciate 
everyone’s hard work in making this a great semester. 

As we enter the holiday season, I want to extend 
my deepest thanks to everyone at West Point for the 
work you do in helping us to build leaders of character 
for service to our nation. It is also an important time to 
remember the many young men and women in uniform, 
and their families, who cannot be together this holiday.

As you prepare to celebrate the holidays, please 
enjoy yourselves, but do it safely and responsibly. 
If you’re traveling, please exercise caution as winter 
weather and holiday traffic may impact road conditions 
and travel times.  

Make sure to wear your seatbelt, drive defensively and to give yourself plenty of time to 
arrive at your destination. Most importantly, don’t drink and drive. Even just one drink can 
impair your judgment and your ability to drive, putting yourselves and others at risk.  

In addition, be vigilant and aware of your surroundings as you travel. Review the travel 
advisories the State Department has in effect and take precautions to avoid being a target and 
to keep yourselves safe.

While this is a time of joy and celebration, the holidays can also bring added stress or 
feelings of depression.  If you find yourself in trouble, or feeling down or overwhelmed, please 
talk to someone or seek help from your chain of command. We ask that all of you take care in 
your travels so that you and your loved ones remain out of harm’s way over the holiday season. 

You are all vital members of the West Point team and we are counting on your safe return, 
re-energized, focused and ready to take on the second semester.

From our family to yours, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year. 

       Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
       USMA Superintendent
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Stay Safe, Happy Holidays

Holland named first woman commandant at USMA
By West Point Media Relations

The acting Secretary of the Army, Eric 
Fanning, praised the selection of Brig. Gen. 
Diana Holland to be the 76th Commandant of 
Cadets at the U.S. Military Academy, making 
her the first woman to hold this position in 
West Point history.

“Diana’s operational and command 
experiences will bring a new and diverse 
perspective to West Point’s leadership team,” 

Fanning said. “She is absolutely the right 
person for this critical position.”

Holland is currently serving as the 
Deputy Commanding General (Support), 
10th Mountain Division (Light), Fort Drum, 
New York, and will replace Maj. Gen. John 
C. Thomson III.  

“I am very honored to be named the next 
Commandant of the U.S. Corps of Cadets,” 
Holland said. “It’s a privilege to be part of 
the team that trains and develops leaders 

of character for our Army. I look forward 
to continuing the legacy set by Maj. Gen. 
Thomson and all previous commandants.”

Thomson, who relinquished command 
of the Corps of Cadets during a ceremony 
at West Point on Monday, has been named 
Commanding General, 1st Cavalry Division, 
Fort Hood, Texas.

According to Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen 
Jr., superintendent, Holland will be a valuable 
addition to the team.

“Diana Holland is a superb leader who 
has a phenomenal reputation throughout 
the Army,” Caslen said. “She is immensely 
qualified for the job and we look forward 
to her joining the West Point team as 
commandant.”

Holland will assume command during a 
ceremony scheduled for Jan. 5 at West Point. Brig. Gen. Diana Holland. Courtesy Photo

USMA to host 2016 
DOD Warrior Games 
By DOD News, Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON— The 2016 Department 
of Defense Warrior Games will take place at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point June 
14-22, Pentagon officials announced Monday.

This is the first year the Army is hosting 
the Warrior Games, an annual sporting 
competition bringing together wounded, ill 
and injured service members and veterans 
from across the country.

“The United States Military Academy and 
the entire West Point community are honored 
to host the 2016 DOD Warrior Games,” said 
Army Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., U.S. 
Military Academy superintendent. “These 
warrior-athletes competing in the games, who 
at one time answered their nation’s call to 
service, exemplify the very best of America. 
They embody the resiliency, discipline, 
mental and physical toughness to overcome 
adversity and achieve their goals—all traits 
we aspire to instill in our graduates, who will 
lead America’s sons and daughters as Army 
officers.”

DOD Warrior Games 2016 will feature 
eight sporting events: archery, cycling, 
shooting, sitting volleyball, swimming, 
track and field and wheelchair basketball in 
a paralympic-style competition. 

About 200 athletes representing teams 
from the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air 
Force and U.S. Special Operations Command 
will compete. 

Each military service hosts trials in the 
months leading up to the games to determine 

their teams.
Enduring Strength
“The 2016 DOD Warrior Games will 

showcase the enduring strength of our 
service men and women who have overcome 
adversity and are using adapted reconditioning 
to become resilient warrior athletes. They 
represent the strength and resiliency of this 
great country,” said Army Col. Chris Toner, 
commander of U.S. Army Warrior Transition 
Command and assistant surgeon general for 
warrior care and transition.

“Warrior Games is an opportunity for 
the services to communicate their sacred 
obligation and enduring commitment to their 
wounded, ill and injured service members, 
their families and caregivers,” Toner added.

Adaptive sports and athletic reconditioning 
activities play a fundamental role in recovery, 
rehabilitation and reintegration of service 
members back to their units or as they 
transition into the civilian sector, officials 
said.

The 2016 DOD Warrior Games are 
scheduled to take place at the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point June 
14-22.     DoD Photo by eJ hersom
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Army vs. Navy: The Patriot Games

See PATRIOT GAMES, PAGE 4

Story by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

It was a beautiful Friday morning in 
December in the heart of one of America’s 
oldest cities. The Army-Navy weekend began at 
8 a.m. on the steps of the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, the same steps Sylvester Stallone 
climbed in the Oscar Award-winning movie, 
“Rocky.”  

Cadets and Midshipmen gathered at the foot 
of the 72 stone steps looking up at the building, 
excited to begin the first event of Patriot Games.  

The Patriot Games are a series of five 
events, the first four take place Friday with the 
final event happening on Saturday—the day of 
the Army-Navy Game.

Maj. Jeffery Marshburn is the Officer-in-
Charge of the Obstacle Course Relay team, 
a DCA sponsored club that is accustomed to 
challenges like those in the Patriot Games, 
however, every year is different.

“As an officer, I am used to being able to 
plan against a known enemy,” Marshburn said.  

But this specific event had never been done 
before.  

“Not knowing how to guide the team was 
difficult from a leader perspective,” Marshburn 
said.

A Rocky impersonator explained the rules 
of the “Rocky Relay,” telling the future service 
members about the pushups, jump roping and 
dummy-carrying they would have to do as they 
raced to the top.  

The Rocky theme song played in the 
background and the event began as the cadets 
and their rivals pushed their way to the top.

The match was close, but the cadets were 
edged out by their Naval counterparts and the 
score quickly became 25-0 Navy.  

Assistant Cadet-in-Charge, Class of 2017 
Cadet Kayla Carpenter said losing the first event 
was the most difficult part of the games.

“We were more than capable of dominating 
that event,” Carpenter said.  “It was challenging 

to overlook (that) to accept the loss.”
Going into the second event, the Leadership 

Reaction Course, the crew had to take on a 
different strategy.  A series of mini events would 
determine who won the overall event.  However, 
the cadets were just seconds shy in the final 

event and lost to the Midshipmen again. 
The score was 50-0 Navy.  
“The most challenging part of the 

competition was maintaining a positive attitude 
after losing the first two events,” Cadet-in-
Charge Class of 2016 Cadet Daniel Camacho 
said. But as the team leader, Camacho knew that 
his team was better than their nemeses.  

“Victory is born out of the seed of preparation 
and we knew that we came into the Patriot 
Games in superior physical condition to our 
competitors,” Camacho said.   

With that attitude, the team was ready to 
continue their fight. This time in a pull-up 
competition.

The group showed up to the Shops at Liberty 
Place, a mall in downtown Philadelphia. Each 
level of the shopping center was packed full 
of people looking over the banisters to see the 
action below.  On the ground level was an Army 
versus Navy pep rally.

“The atmosphere at the pull-ups was 
amazing,” Marshburn said. “Walking into the 
mall and hearing both bands and seeing both 
sets of cheerleaders, with the amazing crowd 
was just intoxicating.”

The event began with an introduction from 
the local news station, televising the events to 
come.  The cadets and mids lined up next to two 
pull-up bars ready to jump up and start pulling.

As the competition started, the crowd 
of people rooted for their teams. Once one 
competitor got tired, he or she would hop 
off and let their teammate jump onto the bar.  
Cheerleaders battled to see if “Let’s Go Army!” 
or “Let’s Go Navy!” would be the loudest.  

The countdown began and the cadets and 
mids tried to get as many pull-ups as they could 
before the buzzer sounded.

When the event came to a close, the room of 
cheering people became silent and the winner 
was announced. Army was the victor and the 
score became 50-25.

“I joked that we are Army Strong,” 
Marshburn said. 

With the final event of the day being the 
Tug of War, Marshburn knew his team had the 
advantage.

The Tug of War is an event that is regularly 
played in the Patriot Games and Marshburn 
wanted his team to dominate.

“I asked the Men’s Army West Point 
Rugby team to help train against our Patriot 
Games team for the Tug of War competition,” 
Marshburn said. “That was extremely helpful 
and just a lot of fun putting those two teams 
together, especially when Rugby was so eager 
to help us out.”

When the teams arrived at the USS New 

During the fourth event of the Patriot Games, the Tug of War, the Cadets defeated the Mids, 3-0. Photo by Vito bryant/ usma Pao

The West Point Obstacle Course Race team with a Rocky Balboa impersonator 
in front of the steps to the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Cadets competed against 
the Midshipmen in the “Rocky Relay,” the first event of the Patriot Games.
                 Photo by John Pellino/ DPtms ViD
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Cadets 4 Kids: Working Mathematics with area schoolchildren

Jersey Battleship, they were more than ready 
to compete in the event they had practiced.

Army conquered and won all three pulls.
“The most fun part of the competition 

was dominating the Tug of War competition,” 
Camacho said. “We were confident in our 
strength, technique and ability to work as a 
team. It was also nice that we did it in Navy’s 
backyard in the shadow of the USS New 
Jersey.”

At the end of the day on Friday, the score 
was tied 50-50.

Camacho and the Midshipman-in-Charge 
traveled to Lincoln Financial Field that night to 
design an obstacle course they would compete 
in the next day. 

“That night we were able to get in a couple 
run-throughs of the course and decided to have 
Carpenter, Josh Bassette and Eric Zenger run 
it the next day.”

Saturday came fast and the final and 
determining event, the Obstacle Course, was 
ready to begin.

“With the incredible support the Corps was 

showing us and the excitement of the event, 
adrenaline was going,” Carpenter said.

A stadium of people watched as the cadets 
dodged through barriers and moved through 
obstacles.

“We are the West Point Obstacle Course 
Race team,” Marshburn said. “We went into 
Saturday tied with Navy at 2-2 with an obstacle 
course race ahead of us.” 

The Cadets lived up to their team name and 
they beat the Midshipmen in the final event 
and became the 2015 Patriot Games victors.

“We had won the games. That moment was 
exhilarating,” Carpenter said. “Our celebration 
after the relay got a little out of hand; I actually 
chipped Eric’s tooth in a celebratory team mob 
when we collided after he had finished. I still 
feel horrible but he jokes about it now as the 
‘price of victory.’”

“I had the utmost confidence in my 
teammates,” Camacho said. “(I) knew that 
with the Corps at our backs we would perform 
and do what the Army does—accomplish the 
mission.”

PATRIOT GAMES, cont’d from Page 3

Cadets and Midshipmen face off in the third event of the Patriot games, the Pull-
Up Challenge. Cadets beat the Mids by completing a greater number of pull-ups 
than their Naval counterparts.               Photo by John Pellino/DPtms ViD

Story and photo by Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

After coming home from the exchange 
program at the U.S. Naval Academy, Class of 
2016 Cadet Nicholas Ives was ready to make a 
change.  No, he certainly didn’t want to become 
a Midshipman, but he did want to take a page 
from their book.

While spending time at Annapolis, Ives 
took part in a group called Mids for Kids, 
a community outreach initiative that sends 
Midshipmen to local elementary and middle 
schools to help tutor students. It is the largest 
volunteer organization at the Naval Academy 
with over 200 Midshipmen involved.

“I could go into the classroom and I would 
spend two hours in the classroom teaching these 
kids,” Ives said.  

After experiencing the reward from teaching 
children, he knew he had to bring a similar 
program back to West Point.

He and Brigade PAO, Class of 2016 Cadet 
Michael Auten, began a pilot run for “Cadets 
4 Kids” in April, going to Highland Falls 
Intermediate School every other week, teaching 
math to fifth through eighth graders. 

They were able to get over 20 cadets on 
board. 

By November, they had 60 cadets on the 
email list and the group began to go every week.

“This is one of the cooler things I’ve done,” 
Ives said about Cadets 4 Kids. 

When he isn’t writing 10 page proposals, 
submitting the trip sections and talking to higher 
authorities, Ives likes spending his time with 
the children.

“My favorite part is working with kids,” 
Ives said. “It’s fun to organize everything but 
working with the kids is ultimately the payout.  
The primary focus of the program is to tutor the 
children and these are children who are at risk 

or have been identified as children who could 
use a little help. But the fact that we are role 
models and can be there as a supportive function 
is a secondary thing but it’s no less important.”

Organizing the program, however, was 
not just a proposal away. Ives contacted Michi 
Carl, the school liaison officer, to figure out the 
logistics of his plan.  

Carl and Ives were able to get the 
Superintendent of the Highland Falls/Fort 
Montgomery School District to send a bus 
to pick cadets up from West Point every 
Wednesday and bring them back to post.

“We can do so many things but if there is no 
transportation they can’t go,” Carl said.  “Time 
is a commodity and so by the district supporting 
transportation it has saved time on the logistical 
side and it just makes it so much easier.”

Aside from transportation, Carl linked Ives 
to the resources to make the program possible.  
She was more than happy to connect him to 
leaders from both West Point and local schools.

“We are always looking for those connections 
with our community to support our kids, and 
what better than a premier institution,” Patti 
Lofaro, Highland Falls Intermediate School 
counselor, said. “Knowing those relationships 
needed further nurturing and developing, I said 
this is a prime opportunity to make a positive 
connection and start a program at its grassroots.”

As a counselor, Lofaro explained that the 
relationship between the cadets and kids is vital.

“It supports our students at many levels, 
not only academically, but socially,” Lofaro 
said.  “Having someone to work with them and 
establishing that mentoring role is invaluable.”

The devotion to the program is what most 
impresses School Assistant Principal, Adam 
Gerson.

“There is a level of dedication and 
achievement on the part of the cadets,” Gerson 
said. “There are quite a few who have been here 

every time.”  
Having the cadets come to teach kids every 

week “definitely has an impact on the kids,” 
Gerson said.  

He hopes the short bus ride from West Point 
to Highland Falls Intermediate School remains 
seamless and that the dedication of the cadets 
remains.

The relationship between the academy 
and Highland Falls has certainly become a 
symbiotic one.  

Col. Gerald C. Kobylski is both the Officer-
in-Charge and a parent of a HFIS student.

“I understand the significant impact these 
cadets can and have already made on these 
students,” Kobylski said. “Cadets 4 Kids 
provides these cadets opportunities to contribute 
to their local community and to interact with 
community leaders.”

Kobylski expressed his gratitude to the 
Superintendent and the leaders at Highland Falls 
Intermediate School. Those leaders expressed 
their thankfulness right back.

All are hoping to grow the program next 
year and continue to help one another.

While Ives will be graduating in 2016, he is 
ready to pass the torch to Class of 2018 Cadet 
Ekaterin (Kat) Gjonaj who currently serves as 
one of the leaders of the group. Gjonaj has been 
a part of the program since the beginning and 
looks forward to serving as the club’s Cadet-
in-Charge.

“I have been working with (Ives) on getting 
it started as an official club over the summer and 
it’s really just been us two,” Gjonaj said. “We 
meet up with Michi and Patti and Col. Kobylski, 
and we plan events. We’re a brand new club and 
program so we have some things planned for 
next semester so hopefully we can get the kids 
a little more excited about school.”

Gjonaj hopes to resubmit Ives’ Cadets 4 
Kids proposal in the fall semester because DCA 
did not bring on any new clubs this semester.  

Other than making Cadets 4 Kids an official 
club, Gjonaj looks forward to the future of the 
program. 

“We hope to bring the kids up, hopefully 
show them a day in the life of a cadet and get 
them excited about that,” Gjonaj said. “It’s a 
great program, I really love it.”

C l a s s  o f 
2016 Cadet 
N i c h o l a s 
I v e s  h e l p s 
students from 
Highland Falls 
Intermediate 
S c h o o l 
study math 
d u r i n g  a n 
afterschool 
t u t o r i n g 
p r o g r a m 
called Cadets 
4 Kids.
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Pipes and Drums: The U.S. Corps of Cadets Pipes and Drums band traveled to Philadelphia 
Dec. 11 in support of the Army-Navy game. The band arrived early in preparation for its main 
competition event against Navy with “The Battle of the Bands.” Despite the hours of practice and 
preparation the band had to compete against Navy, the West Point Pipes and Drums were grossly 
outnumbered by Navy Midshipmen and lost the competition with a tie breaker in the “ensemble” 
evaluation. 

2015-16 Cadet Club Activities The Celtic Dancers also fell to Navy after three rounds of simultaneous two cadet/two 
midshipwomen dance performances. However, the band and dancers were able to build constructive 
criticism from their performances and plan on crushing Navy next year. 

On Dec. 12, the band supported the Corps of Cadets by playing during the March-On and 
provided spirit support for the Football team moving on and off the field.  

Glee: Twenty-two members of the Cadet Glee Club participated in the New York Public 
Library’s annual Holiday Open House in New York City Dec. 6. 

The club began by performing a 30-minute set of holiday songs on the front steps of the Library. 
The cadets then joined the hundreds of attendees enjoying music, dancing and refreshments. 
Through their entertainment to the crowd outside and interactions with New Yorkers and 

out-of-town visitors during the event that followed, the cadets represented West Point in a very 
positive way. 

They were greatly appreciated by all who had the chance to listen to their music and interact 
with them in a casual and festive setting. 
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By Lt. Col. Melissa R. Eslinger 
Department of Chemistry and Life 
Science

The Military Chemistry Enrichment Event 
(MCEE) sponsored by the Department of 
Chemistry & Life Science introduced cadets 
enrolled in general chemistry to several military 
and scientific research agencies that develop 
Soldier-related technology. 

This capstone event Dec. 11 and 14 brought 
experts from the U.S. Army Armament Research, 
Development and Engineering Center (ARDEC) 
and the STEM Education Project Office at 
Picatinny Arsenal to illustrate how scientists 
support requirements generated from Soldiers 
across operational environments. 

Over 700 cadets rotated through the two-day 
event held in the Bartlett Hall Science Research 
Center. 

“This is a unique opportunity for cadets to 
observe how basic chemistry concepts underlie 
the technology they will encounter as future 
Army lieutenants,” the event organizer Lt. Col. 
Timothy Hill said. 

Most cadets have had exposure to a variety 
of weapons systems and some have experienced 
weapon system malfunctions. Gregory Burke  
from ARDEC presented a novel approach 
of laser munition ignition to decrease these 
malfunctions.  

Laser ignition would decrease the incidence 
of misfires and provide a consistent result in a 
variety of environmental conditions. A weapon 
malfunction may require a repair part, which 
can be difficult to obtain in austere conditions. 
An alternative is the use of 3-D printers, 

Military Chemistry Enrichment: The Convergence of Soldiers & Science
demonstrated by Ralph Tillinghast of ARDEC, 
to generate custom repair parts. Raw composite 
materials are combined at the molecular level to 
form desired structures with physical properties 
similar to those obtained through traditional 
milling and machining processes. 

In addition to the materials used in modern 
warfare, systems in development are frequently 
tested during training simulations based on 
applications of gaming environments, as 
discussed by Anthony Ur from ARDEC. 

Sensors monitoring Soldier movements 
during routine missions are translated by teams 
of scientists, engineers and mathematicians. 
While units progress through training missions, 
virtual interfaces allow observers to track how 
Soldiers scan sectors or respond to specific 
threats and identify areas for improvement. 
Additionally, the power of simulations have led 
to assessing the impact of IEDs. 

Michael Hollis from ARDEC presented how 
design teams study the explosive components 
and forces generated during combustion to 
deflect the energy of the blast away from the 
crew compartments. These modifications have 
directly improved survivability. 

Dialogue regarding explosive forces directly 
relates to classroom discussion on the Ideal 
Gas Law, which was reinforced by Dr. George 
Fischer during the use of cryochemistry.  

The Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil 
Support Team (WMD-CST) is a specialized 
unit designed to respond to a variety of suspect 
biological or chemical materials (also including 
explosives) during emergency management or 
imminent threat situations. 

Capt. Christopher Giebel of the 2nd Civil 

Support Team (WMD) from Scotia, New 
York, outlined how the modular team responds 
using various detection capabilities for both 
observable and the trace presence of chemicals. 

Together, this event allowed cadets to see 
how technology is rapidly advancing to meet 
the Warfighter requirements and how multi-
disciplinary efforts in science and engineering 
will augment capabilities within their respective 

units. 
While enhancing cadet learning, the MCEE 

fostered relationships with external military 
agencies for future collaborations. 

Col. Leon Robert, head of the D/C&LS, 
envisions this type of enrichment experience 
to be continued every semester to encourage 
outreach with various military research and 
development and chemical response agencies.  

Dr. George Fischer from the Armament Research Development & Engineering
Center (ARDEC) demonstrates the principle of superconductors during the 
Military Chemistry Enrichment Event sponsored by the Department of Chemistry 
& Life Science Dec. 11.                      Photo by lt. Col. tim hill

Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. John Thomson receives the Distinquished 
Service Medal from Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. during his 
command relinquishment ceremony Monday at the Haig Room. Thomson was 
also promoted to Major General and will be leaving to become commanding 
general at Fort Hood, Texas, later this month.             Photo by Kathy eastwooD/PV

Saying Goodbye



7December 17, 2015Pointer View  

Religious Services during Holidays
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FEATURED ITEMS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Training Camps closure notification

DPTMS has secured Camp Buckner’s main gate after normal 
duty hours Monday through Friday. The main gate will be locked 
each day at 3 p.m. and reopened at 8 a.m. for DPW maintenance 
support and recreational fishing (valid West Point fishing license).  

Patrons requiring weekend access to Camp Buckner need to 
sign for a gate key (limited number of gate keys) from MWR 
Outdoor Recreation Office or Victor Constant Ski Lodge. 

For details, call 938- 2503.

Power Outage Saturday
The DPW Electric Shop will repair an electrical feeder 

Saturday. This work will require a power outage from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. for the following buildings: 652, 654, 656, 662, 664, 670, 
684, 717, 910, Howze Field and Quarters 25-50.

For details, contact Kim Meints, the project manager, at 
938-3092/4132.

West Point Commissary Holiday Hours
West Point Commissary Holiday Hours of Operation:
Christmas Week—
• Sunday—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Monday—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Tuesday—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Wednesday—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 24—9 a.m.-4 p.m.;
• Dec. 25—Closed;
• Dec. 26—9 a.m.-7 p.m.
New Year’s Week—
• Dec. 27—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 28—Closed;
• Dec. 29—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 30—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 31—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Jan. 1—Closed;
• Jan. 2—9 a.m.-7 p.m.

Chapel watch-care providers
Bids are being accepted for FY16 to provide child-care 

services in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious 
Education Programs. 

Tasks also include the set-up and recovery of the watch-care 
space, the sanitization of all toys and other items following each 
activity, and the providing of authorized snacks, food and drinks 
to the children. 

Must be over 18 and commit to and pass a federal background 
check. 

Contact Sgt. 1st Class Michael Nichols at 845-938-5893 or 
email Michael.Nichols@usma.edu. 

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month.

The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at Washington Hall 
Room 4101. 

The club is about improving tomorrow’s Army, its Soldiers, 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. 

Service members are required to begin the SFL-TAP no later 
than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule dates are Jan. 4-8. Registration is 
required. 

Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 
for more details.

FAST Class
Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 

Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from Jan. 11-Feb. 3. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-

5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 

members and retirees.
The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-

Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.
For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

the installation and the local community through commitment, 
caring, mentoring, teaching and training.

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Thomas 
Robinson at 254-768-8414 or Vice President Stuart Sword at 
757-816-0256.

Tax Center seeking volunteers to assist during Tax 
Season

 The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 
with tax returns and administrative support during the tax season 
(January-April 2016).  

Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain valuable 
work experience. 

For details, contact Capt. Emily Haigh at emily.haigh@usma.
edu or 938-6373.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The “Alpha and Omega” will be on display at the West Point 
Museum for two years before being returned to “rest” until their 
next exhibition. 

Everyone is invited to view these important relics before the 
closing of the exhibit in 2017.       

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days a 
week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the Museum on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/WestPointMuseum. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. 

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged 
young people. 

Combined Federal Campaign extended
The 2015 Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) has been 

extended until Dec. 31.
If you have not donated yet and wish to do so, contact your 

organization’s “key worker” for information to make online 
donations or to obtain paper donation forms. 

If you have any further questions, or wish additonal 
details, contact Selena Grogan at 938-7242.

Community

West Point Teammates,
Just a reminder that the 2015 Combined Federal 

Campaign (CFC) is still ongoing through Dec. 31. 
Through the CFC, you can donate to any of the thousands 

of local, national and international charity organizations of 
your choice, or to CFC as a whole. 

Through your generosity, the West Point community 
has helped change lives, both here at home and around 
the world.

If you haven’t had the chance to contribute yet, we’ve 
extended the deadline of the campaign, so there’s still time 
to give!  

Participation is strictly voluntary, but we want to ensure 
that everyone has been contacted by a CFC “key worker” 
and has been given the opportunity to give, if you so choose.

Key workers can provide you with the traditional paper 
donation forms, or you can donate online (via payroll 
deduction) through the CFC nexus website at https://www.
cfcnexus.org/_root/.  

If you’ve already contributed to this year’s campaign— 
thank you for your generosity. 

Through your support, we can change lives!
            Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
           USMA Superintendent
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FOR THE ADULTSFEATURED EVENT
Fine Arts Festival 

Join Youth Services for its 13th annual Fine Arts Festival 
from 3-6 p.m. Jan. 8. MWR is looking for submissions in the 
following categories: monochromatic drawing, multi-colored 
drawing, pastel, oil/acrylic, watercolor, printmaking, collage, 
mixed media, sculpture and group project. 

All submissions are due at the Youth Center by Jan. 3.  
For details, call 845-938-3727.

Wee Ones and We Read Winter programs
The Family Advocacy Program has your winter Wee Ones 

and Wee Read dates scheduled.  
Wee Ones will meet Mondays—9:30-11 a.m. Jan. 4, 11 

and 25 at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500. Wee Read will meet 
Thursdays—9-10 a.m. today and Jan. 7 and 21 at the ACS 
Resiliency Center, Bldg. 626, second fl oor (pre-registration 
required).  

For details, contact Shelley Ariosto at 938-3369 or Lisa 
Pokorny at 938-0629.

Father and Daughter Dance
Calling all Dads, Granddads and Step-Dads. Come to the 

West Point Club for dinner, dessert and dancing 6-9 p.m. Jan. 
22 or Jan. 23 for the Father and Daughter Dance. 

Every father needs to connect with his daughter and every 
daughter needs a positive example of how a young lady should 
be treated. 

Dress is Sunday best. There will be a professional 
photographer on site. 

There is a fee for this event. For reservations and more details, 
call 938-5120. 

January Community Skate hours
The Community Skate hours are scheduled from 3:30-5 p.m. 

Jan. 3, 10, 24 and 31 at Tate Rink in the Hollender Center.  
Admission is free but patrons must provide their own skates.  
For updates or changes to the schedule, call 938-2991.  
 

Holiday Kenneling at Morgan Farm

FOR THE YOUTHS

Spin Express
Revolutionize your evenings and spin! A 45-minute Spin 

class is scheduled at 7 p.m. today at the MWR Fitness Center. 
For details, call 938-6490. 

Arts & Crafts December class schedule
• Today—Make & Take Ornaments, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Create fun and unique ornaments out of a variety of materials. 
There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 

to register, call 938-4812.

December Spin Classes
Get in the holiday spirit with Lois and spin. The class is Sleigh 

Ride Spin at 9 a.m. Wednesday. For details, call 845-938-6490.

U.S. Army Digital Photo Contest
The U.S. Army Digital Photo Contest has two divisions—

active duty military and other eligible participants.
Categories include Animals, Design Elements, Digital 

Darkroom, Military Life, Still Life, People, Nature and 
Landscapes.  

For details, call 845-938-4812. The contest submissions is 
open until Dec. 31. To submit your entry, visit at https://cloud.
mwr.army.mill/apptrac. 

Bridal Show
Spend the afternoon in Bridal Bliss for the Bridal Show at 

the West Point Club from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Jan. 10. 
The Grand Ballroom will be fi lled with all the vendors you 

need to make your day perfect. For details, call 845-446-5504.

Volunteer Ski & Snowboard instructors needed

The Victor Constant Ski Area is looking for Ski and 
Snowboard instructors for the upcoming season. 

Our weekend lessons are scheduled on Saturday and Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m and 11 a.m. and run for one hour each.  

The mid-week lessons are a series of eight lessons given 
during a four-week period from 6:15-7:15 p.m. twice a week, 
either Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday starting the 
week of Jan. 11. Instructor training will run from Jan. 7-10. 

We welcome new instructors who are ASIA trained, PSIA/
AASI certifi ed or brand new. 

All instructors who volunteer will receive season passes, 
free training, in-season clinics and access to ski at West Point 
during operating hours.  

For details, call (845) 938-8623 or ODRWPMWR@usma.edu. 

BOSS Ski Trip
Join BOSS for its annual trip to Smuggler’s Notch Resort 

from Jan. 15-18. Vans will leave the BSP at 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Jan. 15. There is a fee for each BOSS Soldier and their guest.

A nonrefundable deposit (and a DA31 for Soldiers) is due 
now to reserve your spot. 

Complete payment is due no later than Jan. 6.
There is free ice skating and tubing the hill. For details, call 

Rachel Trujillo at 845-608-7900 or Courtney Chidgey at 845-
938-6497.

Morgan Farm is now taking reservations for kenneling over 
the holidays. 

To learn more and to make reservations, call 938-3926.

O p e r a t i o n 
HomeFront
at West Point
Every year for the past six years, Jodi 
Gellman, LifeWorks coordinator at 
West Point Family Homes, has been a 
volunteer for Operation HomeFront. She 
is assigned three Dollar Tree stores to 
pick-up merchandise that customers 
donate for military families. (Left) This 
year, Gellman picked up more than 
1,000 items, sorted and organized by 
gender and size order for Soldiers in 
ranks private to staff sergeant and 
families in need. They can  come by the 
West Point Family Homes offi ce and 
pick-up stocking stuffers or gifts for 
their children.         Courtesy Photo

NOTE: With the Cadet Winter Leave, the Pointer View will be off the next two weeks and will return Jan. 7.
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AAFES Director visits

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Dec. 24
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 17-24
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

• Holiday Home Decorating Contest: 
Nominate a home that you feel has the holiday 
spirit and deserves to be considered for our 
home decorating contest. 

Only homes nominated will be judged. 
Winners will receive $25 gift card. 

To nominate a home, email jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by noon today.

Judging will take place after dark this 
evening.

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and 
then drop it in BBC’s very special North 
Pole mailbox at 132 Bartlett Loop by today 
for a guaranteed delivery to Santa before 
Christmas. 

BBC will make sure it gets to the “Big 
Man” at the North Pole just for you. 

Make sure to check your mail box for your 
letter back from Santa, please include your 
age, gender and address.

LifeWorks

Friday—Star Wars: The Force Awakens, PG-13, 7 p.m.
Friday—Star Wars: The Force Awakens, PG-13, 10 p.m.
Saturday—Star Wars: The Force Awakens, PG-13, 7 p.m.
Saturday—Star Wars: The Force Awakens, PG-13, 10 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
s h o p m y e x c h a n g e . c o m / r e e l - t i m e - t h e a t r e s / We s t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 938-0508;

• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.
edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

2016 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive at West Point

The 2016 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive will be held from 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. Jan. 11-13 and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 14 at 
Eisenhower Hall. 

The Blood Drive is open to active and 
reserve duty military members, dependents, 
retirees and civilians. 

Go to www.militaryblood.dod.mil/
Donors/can_i_donate.aspx to learn if you 
are eligible to donate. 

  
Educat ional  &  Developmenta l 
Intervention Services

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help. If you are a military or 
civilian family that reside at West Point and 
have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior and/
or social interactions, contact the Educational 
& Developmental Intervention Services 
(EDIS) offi ce.

The EDIS offi ce is located at Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Bldg. 900. 

For more details and assistance, call 938-
2698/6868. 

Keller Facebook Campaigns
Keller Facebook campaigns for December 

are:
• Winter Preparation and Cold Weather 

Injury Prevention;
• TRICARE On-Line information;
•  Educat ional  & Developmental 

Intervention Services;
• Performance Triad.
T h e  F a c e b o o k  p a g e  c a n  b e 

f o u n d  a t  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kellerarmycommunityhospital.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force 
and enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Please let us know if we are achieving 
this by fi lling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail. We value your opinion; and if we 
can do better—we will.

Army & Air Force Exchange Service Director/CEO Tom Shull (left), a 1973 
West Point graduate, talked with softlines manager Yun Huddy (center) and 
hardlines manager Cristian Segura during his visit to the West Point Main 
Exchange Dec. 4. Shull’s visit gave him a fi rst-hand look at how the Exchange 
provides service and value to Soldiers at West Point.      Courtesy Photo

By the West Point Band

The West Point Band’s Benny Havens 
Band will continue its yearly tradition 
of performing at The Linda: WAMC’s 
Performing Arts Studio at 7 p.m. Saturday. 

The Linda is located at 318 Central 
Avenue, Albany, New York. This performance 
is free and open to all.

The West Point Band’s Benny Havens 
Band is comprised of members of the 
U.S. Military Academy who specialize in 
contemporary popular music to entertain and 
inspire the U.S. Corps of Cadets. 

Join us at The Linda to get a taste of 
how our Soldiers and Cadets celebrate the 

Benny Havens Band 
performs in Albany  

holidays at West Point. Traditional favorites 
like “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,” 
“The Christmas Song,” and “Santa Claus 
is Coming to Town” will be performed 
along with modern classics such as Mariah 
Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas is You,” 
Donny Hathaway’s “This Christmas,” Stevie 
Wonder’s “What Christmas Means to Me,” 
and many more. 

The West Point Band celebrates the season 
with appreciation for the men and women 
of our Armed Forces who are stationed 
around the world and away from home 
for the holidays. For concert information, 
cancellations and updates, call 938-2617 or 
visit www.westpointband.com. 
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Navy edges Army Football in heartbreaking 21-17 loss

Junior wide receiver Edgar Poe set new career-highs with five catches for 121 yards, including a 39-yard touchdown 
late in the second quarter that gave Army a 17-14 lead over Navy before the half.              Photos by John Pellino/DPtms ViD

By Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Football team dropped 
a heartbreaking 21-17 decision to No. 21/22 
Navy in the 116th Edition of the Army-Navy 
Game Dec. 12 from Lincoln Financial Field in 
Philadelphia.

The Black Knights held a 17-14 advantage 
at halftime and the Midshipmen scored the 
lone touchdown in the second half to claim 
the victory. 

Army’s passing game highlighted the 
offense, as freshman quarterback Chris Carter 
finished the night with 208 yards through the 
air, going 9-for-15 with one touchdown. Junior 
wide reciver Edgar Poe set new career-highs 
with five catches for 121 yards and a touchdown. 

Senior wide receiver DeAndre Bell had two 
catches for 45 yards, while freshman running 
back Tyler Campbell hauled in a 35-yard 
reception and freshman running back Nicholas 
Black pulled in a seven-yard grab.

The Black Knights outgained Navy 345-
312, with 137 yards on the ground.

Defensively, co-captain junior linebacker  
Jeremy Timpf paced the defense, with nine total 
tackles, including five solo stops. Sophomore 
linebacker Alex Auckerman made seven tackles 
(four solo), while freshman cornerback Brandon 
Jackson, defensive end John Voit, junior 
defensive tackle Jordan Smith and senior nose 
tackle T.J. Atimalala each contributed six apiece.

For the Midshipmen, Keenan Reynolds was 
the cornerstone of the offense, rushing for 136 
yards and two touchdowns on 21 carries. He also 
threw for 113 passing yards, including a 50-yard 
touchdown to Jamir Tillman, who finished with 
five catches for 102 yards. Chris Swain ran for 
62 yards on 15 carries.

Army struck first, with senior kicker Daniel 
Grochowski converting on a 32-yard field goal. 
The kick was set up by a 50-yard punt return by 
Poe after the Black Knights forced Navy to punt 
on the game’s opening possession.

Facing a third-and-22, Carter was able to 
find Poe for a 31-yard connection. The Black 
Knights were unable to find the end zone, but 
Grochowski’s kick put Army in front.

It only took two plays for the Midshipmen 
to respond with back-to-back rushes from 
Reynolds to push them ahead. A 17-yard run 
brought the ball to the Navy 42, before Reynolds 
broke off a 58-yard scoring scamper.

The Black Knights kept the pressure on with 

their following possession. They had a pair of 
runs from junior running back Aaron Kemper 
and Black that earned Army a first down on its 
own 31. Three more rushes from Matt Giachinta, 
Jordan Asberry and Carter produced another 
first down near midfield. Carter went back to 
the air again with a 13-yard pass to Poe to set 
up a first-and-10 at the Navy 29.

Campbell scored his first collegiate 
touchdown on the following play with a 29-yard 
burst down the Army sideline after receiving 
the pitch from Carter. Grochowski’s extra 
point attempt was good and the Black Knights 
regained the lead at 10-7.

Both teams traded short possessions to 
close out the quarter with the Black Knights 
on top 10-7.

With the ball in Army territory to open the 
second quarter, the Midshipmen were able to 
reclaim the advantage again. A 35-yard run 
from Reynolds gave Navy a first-and-goal and 
he finished off the TD drive on third down with 
a one-yard plunge to put Navy up 14-10.

A 15-yard rush from freshman running back 
Christian Drake late in the first half set up a 39-
yard touchdown toss from Carter to Poe. The 
Midshipmen got the ball back with just under 
two minutes remaining in the half, but the Army 
defense kept its rivals from closing out the half 
on a positive note and went into the locker room 
with a 17-14 lead.

The Black Knights got the ball to open up 
the second half, but were unable to add to their 
lead as each team punted twice. Army’s third 
drive of the second half stalled and a three-
and-out gave Navy the ball at the 50-yard line. 

Reynolds hit Tillman for a touchdown on the 
first play and Navy took the lead for good with 
5:51 to play in the third.

Carter led the offense down the field once 
again in the waning moments of the third quarter 
and opening minutes of the fourth. The drive 
began with a 30-yard connection from Carter to 
Poe, advancing the Black Knights to midfield. 
The ground game moved the ball inside the red 
zone, but was halted there and Army faced a 
fourth-and-three at the Navy 12. Grochowski’s 
29-yard field-goal attempt missed wide left and 
Navy remained in front by four.

Army’s defense continually stepped up and 
forced Navy to punt four times in the fourth 
quarter, but three Army turnovers halted the 
comeback attempt.

With 3:36 to play, Army had the ball at its 
own 20, but Carter’s pass was intercepted by 
Lorentz Barbour at the Army 44.

The Black Knights got the ball back after 
a quick Navy three-and-out, and advanced the 
ball into Navy territory following a 34-yard pass 
hookup from Carter to Campbell and a six-yard 
rush from Jordan Asberry. 

Facing a 2nd-and-four from the Navy 39, a 
pass by DeAndre Bell, after a toss behind the 
line of scrimmage from Carter, was intercepted 
by Navy’s Daiquan Thomasson at the three-
yard line.

Army got the ball back with 11 seconds 
remaining. Luke Langdon and Kelvin White 
each checked in at quarterback, but both had 
pass attempts fall incomplete to end the game.

Army completed its season with a 2-10 
record.

Starting in his second collegiate game, freshman quarterback Chris Carter 
completed 9 of 15 passes for 208 yards and one touchdown against Navy.
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Saturday

1 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. 
emerSon, ChriStl arena.

Sunday

2 p.m.—men’S BaSketBall vS. 
mariSt, ChriStl arena.

deC. 28
4 p.m.—men’S BaSketBall vS. 
monmouth, ChriStl arena.

deC. 29
7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vS. merrimaCk, 
tate rink.

deC. 30
7 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. 

lehigh, ChriStl arena.

Jan. 2
3 p.m.—men’S BaSketBall vS. 
BuCknell, ChriStl arena.

Jan. 2
7 : 0 5  p . m . — h o C k e y  v S . 
maSSaChuSettS, tate rink.

Jan. 6
7 p.m.—men’S BaSketBall vS. 
lafayette, ChriStl arena.

**to See the upComing army 
athletiCS SChedule, viSit WWW.
goarmyWeStpoint.Com/Calendar.
aSpx?vtype=liSt.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

 
The Army West Point Wrestling team fought 

hard, but was unable to hold off 18th-ranked North 
Carolina, dropping an 18-14 decision Dec. 12 at Poly 
Prep in Brooklyn, New York.

“I thought we fought hard,” said head coach Kevin 
Ward. “I am proud of our team. We competed hard 
almost the entire time, but a few lapses in intensity 
cost us the win. We had the meet in our hands, and 
a few mistakes came back and cost us. I feel like we 
can get better from this when you compete hard, you 
get better, and we did just that tonight.”

The Black Knights are now 1-3 on the season 
in dual meets with all three losses coming against 
ranked opponents. Additionally, they took the only 
two bonus point victories of the meet. 

“Those bonus point wins put us in a position to 
win,” Ward said. “Freshman Austin Harry getting a 
major decision late in the match was crucial for us, 
and Brian Harvey wrestles hard every time he steps 
out on the mat.” 

Army’s third dual meet of the season against a 
ranked opponent started with the 125-pound match 
between freshman Conner Ziegler and Tyrone Klump. 
Klump gave the Tar Heels an early lead with a 9-3 
decision over Ziegler. 

The 133-pound matchup between freshman 
Austin Harry and James Szymanski followed with 

Harry taking a 12-3 major decision to give the Black 
Knights 4-3 lead and pushing Harry above the .500 
mark on the season both in duals and overall.

UNC’s Evan Henderson, who is the seventh-
ranked wrestler in his class, then topped Everett 
with a 3-1 decision before Christian Barber took 
an 3-1 decision over junior Mark Marchetti in the 
149-pound match. 

At the halfway point in the dual, the score was 
9-7 in favor of the Tar Heels after 15th-ranked junior 
Russell Parsons Jr. earned an 8-2 decision over Robert 
Henderson.

Andrew Mendel then stepped onto the mat against 
fifth-ranked Ethan Ramos for the 165-pound bout. 

UNC came away with three points after the 
returning All-American narrowly escaped with a 10-9 
decision, extending the lead to five.

The 174-match pitted 19th-ranked senior Brian 
Harvey against John Michael Staudenmayer, with the 
Black Knights coming out on top. 

Harvey, in his first competition of the 2015-16 
campaign as a ranked wrestler, earned his 80th-career 
win with an 8-0 major decision against the three-time 
national qualifier. 

The score then became 12-11 in favor of North 
Carolina.

Junior Samson Imonode faced off against Alex 
Utley, and an 8-3 decision extended UNC’s lead to 
four. Freshman Rocco Caywood then defeated Chip 
Ness by decision, 7-5 in his first-career dual match. 

Army Wrestling falls in close match to No. 18 North Carolina
The deciding match was between 

junior Trevor Smith and Cory Daniel, 
with Daniel escaping with a 5-4 
decision.

Hockey erases two deficits, but drops overtime decision at AIC
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Army erased a pair of deficits, but 
American International scored with 44 
seconds left in overtime to down the Black 
Knights, 4-3, Dec. 11 at the Olympia Ice 
Center in West Springfield, Massachusetts. 

Army Hockey (4-7-4, 3-6-4 AHA) got 
goals from junior forward C.J. Reuschlein, 
sophomore forward Nick DeCenzo and 
senior forward Joe Kozlak as the Black 
Knights lost their first overtime game of the 
season and sit 0-1-4 after regulation. 

Junior forward Clint Carlisle added two 
assists in the loss and junior defenseman 
Ryan Nick continued his hot stretch with an 
assist to give him points in seven of his last 
eight games. 

Junior goaltender Parker Gahagen earned 
his eighth-straight start in net for the Black 
Knights and made 21 saves. 

The Yellow Jackets (3-13-0, 3-8-0 AHA) 
saw Jackson Dudley even the game up with 
3:10 remaining and then Austin Orszulak put 
home the gamewinner with 44 seconds left 
in the extra period. 

Bryant Christian and Trevor Cope also 
netted goals for the home squad. Alex 
Murray finished with 34 saves to earn the 
victory.

After a scoreless first period, the Yellow 
Jackets broke the ice with 16:40 left in the 
second period with a shorthanded goal from 
Christian to give American International a 
1-0 lead. 

The Black Knights fired back late in the 
period with Reuschlein scoring his third of 
the season on the power play with assists to 
Nick and Carlisle.

American International regained the lead 
at 2-1 with 16:09 left in the third period on 
a goal from Cope.  

The goals then came at a furious pace 
in the final five minutes. It took nearly 55 
minutes to score three goals before the two 
teams combined for three in a span of less 
than three minutes. 

DeCenzo got it started with his fourth of 
the season coming with 5:14 left in the third 
period to tie the game at 2-2 with assists to 
Carlisle and senior defenseman Christian 
Pomarico. 

Just over a minute later, Kozlak gave 
the Black Knights their first lead of the 
game at 3-2 with his third of the campaign. 
Sophomore defenseman Mike Preston and 
freshman forward Trevor Fidler were added 
to the scoresheet with assists on the play. 

The lead didn’t last long as Dudley 
scored 1:02 after Army had taken the lead. It 
was Dudley’s fifth of the season with helpers 
to David Gandara and Andrew Debrincat and 
it was tied at 3-3. 

The Black Knights went to the extra 
period for the fifth time, but came up on the 
losing end for the first time as Orszulak found 
the back of the net in the final minute to give 
the Yellow Jackets a 4-3 victory.

Army had a big advantage in shots at 
37-25 and scored a power play goal on five 
chances.

Senior forward Joe Kozlak scored during Army West Point’s 4-3 loss to American 
International Dec. 11 in West Springfield, Massachusetts. 
               Courtesy Photo from army athletiC CommuniCations
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Plomb reaches milestone in win at Air Force

Senior forward Tanner Plomb scored 18 points, including his 1,000th career point, to help lead Army defeat Air Force 
90-80 Dec. 12 at Clune Arena in Colorado Springs, Colorado.                 Courtesy Photo from army athletiC CommuniCations

Hot shooting leads Army Women’s Basketball over NJIT

By Mark Mohrman
Army Athletic Communications

Senior forward Tanner Plomb became the 
30th player in academy history to score 1,000 
points as the Army West Point Men’s Basketball 
team topped Air Force, 90-80, Dec. 12 at Clune 
Arena in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Plomb was one of four Black Knights to 
score in double figures with 18 points, including 
15 in the second half, and senior guard Kyle 
Wilson netted 19 points on 6-of-11 shooting 
from the field with four three-pointers. 

Senior forward Larry Toomey and freshman 
forward Adam Roe each had 10 points in the 
victory.

Army secured its fifth straight win and 
improved to 8-2 for the second season in a row. 
The Black Knights also defeated Air Force for 
the second straight year.

“It was a total team effort tonight,” head 
coach Zach Spiker said. “We had a number 
of key contributions from several players, 
including Scott Mammel and Cayne Edwards, 
and this is a really good win for our program.”

With senior guard Dylan Cox in foul 
trouble, Mammel scored seven points off the 
bench, including a critical three-pointer, and  
freshman guard Jordan Fox handed out five 
assists. Edwards scored five points, and hit one 
of Army’s 12 three-pointers. 

The Black Knights were 12-for-28 from 
downtown (42.9 percent). 

Hayden Graham posted a double-double, 
scoring 21 points with 12 rebounds for the 
Falcons (6-4). Zach Kocur added 15 points, six 

rebounds and three steals.
Army trailed 20-15 midway through the 

first half but Wilson hit a 3-pointer and Fox 

sank a jumper to tie it, 20-20, and the Black 
Knights never trailed after that. They led 43-32 
at the break.

Air Force closed to within five points, 81-76, 
with 1:19 left but a Wilson 3-pointer with 56 
seconds to go helped keep Army on top.

By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Basketball team reached the 
50 percent shooting mark for the third consecutive game during 
a 71-35 victory over NJIT Dec. 11 at the Fleisher Athletic Center 
in Newark, New Jersey.

Army, which received a vote in this week’s USA Today 
Coaches Poll, picks up its fifth straight win to improve to 8-1, 
while NJIT moves to 3-6. 

The Black Knights shot exactly 50 percent (25-of-50) on the 
evening after shooting 51.9 percent against St. Francis Brooklyn 
on Dec. 8 and making 50 percent versus UAlbany on Dec. 5.

Senior guard Kelsey Minato recorded her seventh 20-point 
game of the year and finished with 22 of 7-of-13 shooting. Minato 
went 5-of-10 from three-point range and added a career-high-
tying four steals. 

Minato sank a three 1:29 into the game to reach the 
2,000-point mark for her career to become the first Army women’s 
player to reach the milestone, and the fourth overall player at 
the academy.

Senior forward Aimee Oertner also finished in double figures 
with 11 points on 5-of-6 shooting, to go along with eight boards, 
while sophomore guard Janae McNeal tallied eight points, four 
rebounds and a career-best five assists. 

Sophomore guard Destinee Morris and freshman forward 
Madison Hovren each contributed six points off the bench, 
and sophomore Aliyah Murray guard posted a career-high five 
rebounds.

Leah Horton led NJIT with 15 points and seven boards, and 

Camerin Spahn chipped in six points.
“I thought our defensive rotations were great tonight,” said 

head coach Dave Magarity. “I think we found a jewel in Aliyah. 
Her ability to get her hands in passing lanes was huge for us. 
We’re pretty good when we defend like that. My biggest hope 
for us is that we have to start establishing more of an inside 
game. Aimee played well tonight, almost finishing with a double-
double.”

NJIT controlled an early 3-0 lead, after three free-throws 
from Kelly Guarino 44 seconds into the contest, but Army came 
back with 10 unanswered points to jump out to a seven-point 
advantage by the first period’s 6:43 mark.

Included in the Black Knights’ 10-0 run from a three-pointer 
by Minato that made the score and marked her 2,000th career 
point.

The Black Knights held the Highlanders to a 0-of-6 
performance from the field before Alana Dudley buried a three 
with 4:56 remaining in the opening quarter to pull the hosts to 
within four, 10-6.

NJIT got back to within four following a pair of free-throws 
from Maria Ruban to bring the score to 12-8 with 2:16 on the 
clock before a 13-3 run by the Black Knights boosted the visitors’ 
margin to 14 points, early in the second quarter. Army ended the 
first frame with a 19-11 lead, and scored the first six points to 
begin the second period, with McNeal contributing four points 
during the opening 1:48 of the second stanza to make the score 
25-11.

Army doubled up on the NJIT’s scoring output over the last 
7:12 of the quarter, with the Black Knights using a 16-8 scoring 
drive to control a 41-19 advantage at the halftime break.

Five different scorers contributed to the run, including 
Minato, who scored five, and Morris, Murray and Hovren, who 
all chipped in three points during the stretch. As part of the run, 
the visitors netted eight consecutive points to close the half.

Horton scored all six points during a 6-1 run by the 
Highlanders to begin the second half, bringing the score to 42-25 
at the 7:50 mark of the third period.

Army went on to force nine NJIT turnovers in the third 
quarter and outscored the Highlanders, 18-3, during the last 
6:45 of the frame to move out to a 60-29 lead at the end of three. 
Minato led the Black Knights with 11 points during the 6:45 span 
to include hitting 3-of-4 of her attempts from beyond the arc.

Army, which held NJIT below 10 points in three quarters 
(eight in the second, nine in the third and seven in the fourth), 
didn’t allow the Highlanders to climb any closer than 32 for the 
remainder of the contest.

Senior forward Aimee Oertner scored 11 points and 
eight rebounds against NJIT. Photo by eriC s. bartelt/PV


