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The Wreaths Across America Association came to West Point Dec. 5. Volunteers, family members and Gold Star Parents placed 7,004 wreaths on gravestones 
at the West Point Cemetery to remember, honor and teach about those who came before us to a younger generation. More than 500 volunteers helped unload 
the trucks, separating wreaths out to be given to some Gold Star Parents and family members, and placed the wreaths in every part of the cemetery. See Page 
4 for story and photo.                                    Photo by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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Dear West Point community,

This morning, the Corps of Cadets, staff and faculty 
and members of the West Point community lined Thayer 
Road to send off our football team as they head to 
Philadelphia for the 116th annual gridiron meeting between 
Army West Point and the Navy Midshipmen on Saturday.

Excitement has been filling the air for weeks in 
anticipation of this weekend, marking one of the most 
famous rivalries in college athletics. Our team worked 
hard all season long and is committed to going out there 
and getting the win against Navy in Philly.  

We certainly have the team to do it—they are tough, 
determined and, most importantly, have the support of 
the Corps of Cadets and the entire West Point community 
behind them. 

This rivalry has a rich history, dating back to 1890, when Cadet Dennis Michie (for whom 
the stadium is named) accepted a challenge by a group of midshipmen to a pickup football game 
between Navy and the newly-formed West Point team. The two teams met on the Plain on Nov. 29, 
1890, with the much more experienced Navy team defeating the fledgling Army team. However, 
the following year, Army would avenge the defeat with a 32-16 win, and a rivalry was born.

It’s been a passionate rivalry over the years, to be sure. A post-game dispute in 1893 between 
a Brigadier General and a Rear Admiral that almost ended in a duel led to the annual matchup 
being cancelled for five years, when the two service secretaries directed each team to play only 
home games, making it impossible to play each other.

Throughout our nation’s recent history, this storied rivalry has served as a welcome oasis 
during some of our most difficult times.  

In 1944, Gen. Douglas MacArthur cabled West Point head coach Col. Earl H. “Red” Blaik 
from his Pacific base following Army’s 23-7 win against a tough #2 Navy team. MacArthur’s 
cable read: “We have stopped the war to celebrate your magnificent success.”  This was the first 
of three undefeated Army football seasons and three national championships in a row.  

The famous Army-Navy rivalry also helped to bring the country some much needed relief 
in 1963 following the assassination of President Kennedy. The game, after being postponed by 
one week, was the first major college-sporting event played after that fateful date in November 
that shocked the nation. 

In front of 102,000 people in Philadelphia’s Municipal Stadium, Cadets and Midshipmen 
played to honor President Kennedy and to help the nation heal.  

Our rivalry with Navy also helps to prepare our young men and women for the challenges 
they will face as leaders in our military.  I know that their experiences on the “fields of friendly 
strife” have helped our cadet-athletes go on to perform admirably in austere environments around 
the globe.  

Those experiences instill tenacity, resilience, discipline, mental and physical toughness, and 
the desire to excel and push ourselves to goals and objectives we previously did not think were 
possible.  That same grit and “can do” attitude and the ability to overcome adversity are the same 
traits that build winning platoon leaders and company commanders when our cadets graduate. 

No matter what the score, we are proud of the players on both sides of the field who represent 
their academies, their services and the thousands of Soldiers, Sailors and Marines who face danger 
and hardship even as we speak. 

After the last play is run and the final whistle blows, both teams will clasp hands in 
congratulations and America’s Army and Navy will continue to stand in harm’s way defending 
freedom and America’s interests around the world.  

On behalf of everyone at the U.S. Military Academy, I would like to thank you for all your 
support this season and look forward to cheering our team on to victory together this Saturday.

Go Army! BEAT NAVY!
              Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
                          USMA Superintendent
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Pointer View  news & Features

Cheering Army onto victory!

SecDef opens all military 
occupations to women
By Cheryl Pellerin 
DOD News

Defense Secretary Ash Carter announced that beginning in January, all military 
occupations and positions will be open to women, without exception.

For the first time in U.S. military history, as long as they qualify and meet specific 
standards, the secretary said women will be able to contribute to the Defense Department 
mission with no barriers at all in their way.

“They’ll be allowed to drive tanks, fire mortars and lead infantry Soldiers into combat,” 
Carter said. “They’ll be able to serve as Army Rangers and Green Berets, Navy SEALs, 
Marine Corps infantry, Air Force parajumpers and everything else that was previously open 
only to men.”

Harnessing Women’s Skills
        See MILITARY OCCUPATIONS, PAGE 6
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West Point Spirit Tank revives spirit among Corps

The West Point Spirit Tank team takes care of the tank during football game days, which includes the Cadet-in-Charge, 
Class of 2017 Cadet Samuel Martinez (second from the right), who came up with the idea of revamping the Army Spirit 
Tank with Lt. Col. Josh Keena.                       Photos by Eric s. bartElt/PV

By Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor

The newly refurbished Army Spirit Tank 
made its debut this year, giving Cadets and 
game-goers alike the will to win.  

While miniature tanks have been popular 
over the years, the most recent model was 
created in the late ‘90s. With the rebranding of 
the Army West Point logo, the idea of restoring 
the tank came about this year with hopes of 
restoring spirit along with it.  

Class of 2017 Cadet Samuel Martinez 
(Company A-3) was trying to find an individual 
study opportunity that would set him apart.  
After talking with Lt. Col. Josh Keena, assistant 
professor in the Department of Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering, the idea of revamping 
the Army Spirit Tank came about.

“I do a fair amount of motorcycle 
refurbishment and tinkering back home, so this 
project seemed like a natural fit,” Martinez said. 

Keena linked up with 2nd Lt. Roman Cacha, 
who graduated from the Department of Civil 
and Mechanical Engineering this past May, and 
would eventually become the project manager 
for the venture.

“I still wanted to restore the tank so I played 
around with Solidworks, and came up with an 
initial concept sketch,” Martinez said. “Once 
we had something tangible to show people, the 
amount of support that we got from the West 
Point community was phenomenal.”

What started as a small idea snowballed 
into a rather large endeavor. Cadets, some 
Mechanical Engineering majors, some not, 
wanted to work on the team.  

“About a dozen cadets worked very hard 
this fall to restore the Army West Point Spirit 
Tank,” Keena said. “The main elements of the 
refurbishment included the body (turret and 
hull), cannon, track, cockpit, chassis, T-shirt 
launcher and, of course, the rebranding and 
decaling.”

The Cadets who worked on the project were 

able to complete the tank both on time and 
below budget with the help of several agencies. 
The Directorate of Cadet Activities, Office of 
the Directorate of Intercollegiate Athletics, 
Department of Public Works, Transportation 
Motor Pool, the West Point Fire Department, 
the Department of Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering and the Center for Innovation and 

Engineering all supported the Cadets in any 
way they could.

“We are very grateful for the organizations 
for the tremendous support received with this 
project,” Keena said.  

The Cadets were able to apply their 
engineering skills and leverage prototyping 
equipment, all for the good of the Corps.

“To date, the Spirit Tank has been at 
numerous home football games, the Army-
Navy Sprint Football game and the Halloween 
parade,” Keena said.

The tank was unveiled at the Homecoming 
game against Bucknell on Oct. 17. 

The Cadets and Officers in Charge were 
acknowledged for their creative problem solving 
skills and their ability to get the project done 
efficiently.

What’s next for the Army Spirit Tank?  With 
the Army-Navy Football game right around the 
corner, the hope for risen spirits is upon us.  

The tank will be leading the parade as the 
football team boards the buses to Philadelphia 
today.  

What’s more is that the tank will be taking a 
trip down to the City of Brotherly Love for the 
long awaited football game Saturday.  

“The Spirit Tank is the spearhead for the 
Corps to rally behind,” Martinez said.  

In addition to the Spirit Tank, the Corps 
continues to rally after the release of the “On 
Brave Old Army Team.” 

The trailer for the Army Spirit video was 
introduced on Dec. 1, two days after the Navy 
video release. It was written and produced by 
Class of 2017 Cadet Austin LaChance (Co. E-2). 
Just like the tank, the “On Brave Old Army 
Team” portrays Army Spirit like you’ve never 
seen before.

All in all, the message is the same: Go 
Army! Beat Navy!

A side v iew of 
the West  Point 
Spirit Tank during 
the Army-Tulane 
Footba l l  Game 
Nov. 14 at Michie 
Stadium. The tank 
is about spirit, but 
that day it  was 
also about honor 
a s  t h e  C a d e t s 
who operated the 
vehicle drove with 
the French Flag 
aboard the day 
after the terrorist 
attacks in Paris. 



4 December 10, 2015 Pointer View  

Trees For Troops

Many community members and family members, including Congressman Sean 
Maloney, came out to the West Point Cemetery Dec. 5 for the sixth annual West 
Point Wreaths Across America. A total of 7,004 wreaths were placed at the 
gravestones in the cemetery.

West Point participates in annual Wreaths Across America
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The sixth annual West Point Wreaths Across 
America Association honored the fallen at 
the West Point Cemetery Dec. 5. Honored 
guests included Gold Star Parents, who like 
Lorraine Voelke, received a wreath to place on 
the gravestone of her son, Maj. Paul Voelke, 
USMA Class of 1998. Voelke was killed on 
his second deployment to Afghanistan. Vivian 
Allen remembered her son Bob, Army National 
Guard, who was killed in Iraq June 8, 2005, by 
placing a wreath on a gravestone at the West 
Point Cemetery.

This year saw a record number of wreath 
donations, 7,004 wreaths received by West Point 
Volunteers on two trucks, and was enough to 
cover every gravestone at the cemetery. 

Significant donations from the Wounded 
Warrior Project, Daughters of the United States 
Army, West Point Spouses Club and FDNY 7th 
Division helped in achieving the coverage of 
every gravestone.

Cadets and community members, a total of 
500, volunteered in all areas from unloading the 
wreaths, presenting wreaths to special guests 
and helping to place wreaths on gravestones. 
Volunteers also included drivers of the two 
donated trucks that brought the wreaths to 
West Point.

West Point’s Wreaths Across America 
affiliation began in 2010 and even though it is 
a local event, it attempts to replicate the larger 
event that began at Arlington National Cemetery 
in Washington, D.C. in 1992.

The idea began with Morrill Worcester, who 
visited Arlington Cemetery as a boy and left 
an indelible impression on him. As Worcester 
began a successful business with Worcester 
Wreaths, which he founded in 1992, he had a 
surplus of wreaths during the holiday season. 
He remembered Arlington and realized he had 
a chance to honor our country’s veterans by 
donating the wreaths to be placed on gravestones 
at Arlington National Cemetery. As plans were 
made to disperse the wreaths, volunteers and 
organizations stepped up to help. Trucks were 
donated to transport the wreaths. 

The annual tribute went on quietly for 
several years until 2005, when a photo of the 
stones at Arlington, adorned with wreaths and 
covered in snow was posted on the Internet. The 
photo went viral quickly and the project began 
receiving national recognition. Then thousands 
of requests poured in from all over the country 
from people who wanted to help or to create 
the same event in their local veteran cemetery.

 In 2007, the Worcester family, veterans and 
other groups and individuals who assisted with 
the annual Christmas wreath ceremony formed 
Wreaths Across America, a nonprofit 501-C3 

organization to continue and expand this effort.
Generally, West Point’s WAA ceremony 

is held during the Army-Navy Weekend. West 
Point ties the ideals of Duty, Honor, Country 

with the WAA mission to Remember, Honor, 
Teach: to remember the fallen, to honor their 
sacrifice and to teach the younger generation 
about the value of their freedom.

This is the sixth year that Trees For Troops has come to West Point, 
delivering Christmas trees to Soldiers, veterans and their families. Donated 
by anonymous organizations, 90 trees were delivered to West Point Dec. 3 to 
spread holiday cheer throughout post. West Point Army Community Service 
helped to organize the event along with numerous volunteers who tied trees 
to cars, greeted families and served hot cocoa and cupcakes to guests.
               Photos by MichEllE EbErhart/PV

Tree lighting
West Point Brownie Troop 168 
entertained the audience at the annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony 
Monday at Daly Field. As Santa arrived 
and the tree was lit, the Troop sang 
"Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer" to 
help light up the tree.
                  Photo by Kathy Eastwood/PV
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Cycling: The Army West Point Cycling team competed in the Eastern Collegiate Cycling 
Conference (ECCC) Cyclocross Championships and took advantage of a slight lead, conquered 
the field and captured the title Dec. 4-6 in Warwick, Rhode Island. 

This season, the team was led by Cadet-in-Charge, Class of 2016 Cadet Jack Graham, who 
inspired and demonstrated the character, competence and commitment needed to motivate and 
inspire the cyclocross team to the conference title. 

This year’s group of solid performers included Graham, Class of 2016 Cadets Chad Wisnowski, 
Alberto Castro, Jinny Yan and Kenny Daily; Class of 2017 Cadets Tristan Manderfeld, Dan Forquer, 
Adam Ruff, DJ Serrano and Kaitlin Bender; Class of 2018 Cadets Liz Psaiki and Dylan Allan; 
and Class of 2019 Cadets Wyatt Gengler, Ammon Osaki, Monte Ho, Norah Stapleton, Kenneth 
Englert and Alex Dietrich. 

Seven members through the season qualified as a Collegiate A riders who will be proving their 
metal against the nation’s elite cross fields Jan. 6-10 in Asheville, North Carolina, for the Cycolcross 

2015-16 Cadet Club Activities National Championships. Representing USMA are Manderfeld, Englert, Forquer, Ruff, Serrano, 
Yan and Daily as they’ll be preparing over the winter break for the Cyclocross Nationals.  

Equestrian:  The Army West Point Equestrian team competed at the Zone 3 Region 3 IHSA 
English Hunter Seat competition hosted by Marist College of Technology Nov. 22 at Crosswinds 
Farm Equestrian Center in Lagrangeville, New York. 

They competed against Centenary College, Drew University, Marist College, Sarah Lawrence 
College, SUNY New Paltz, Stevens Institute of Technology, Vassar College and William Paterson. 

In beginner walk/trot, Class of 2019 Cadet Maddie Suba took first. In beginner walk/trot 
canter, Class of 2018 Cadet Katherine Iwanyk took first, Class of 2019 Cadet Katie Silecchia took 
second and Class of 2015 Cadet Julius Smoak took third. In advanced walk/trot/canter, Class of 
2019 Cadet Matilda Brady placed second. 
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Even more importantly, he said, the 
military services will be better able to harness 
the skills and perspectives that talented women 
have to offer.

 Despite real progress in recent decades and 
lately, opening more than 111,000 positions 
to women across the services, Carter said 
that about 10 percent of military positions—
nearly 220,000 total—have remained closed 
to women.

T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  i n f a n t r y,  a r m o r, 
reconnaissance and some special operations 
units, the secretary said.

Over the past three years, he added, senior 
civilian and military leaders across the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Special 
Operations Command, or SOCOM, have 
studied the integration of women into these 
positions.

“ L a s t  m o n t h ,  I  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r 
recommendations (and) the data, studies and 
surveys on which they were based regarding 
whether any of those remaining positions 
warrant a continued exemption from being 
opened to women,” Carter said, noting that 
the Army, Navy, Air Force and SOCOM said 
none of the positions warranted exemptions.

The Marine Corps asked for a partial 
exemption in areas that included infantry, 
machine gunners, fire support reconnaissance 
and others, he added, “(but) we are a joint force 
and I have decided to make a decision which 
applies to the entire force.”

Marine Corps Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was the 
Marine Corps commandant at the time, and 
Carter said that he and Dunford have discussed 
the issue many times.

“I just met with him and the other chiefs 
and service secretaries today, and he will be 
a full part of implementation,” Carter added, 
noting that he believes the issues raised by 
the Marine Corps can and will be addressed 
in implementation.

Departmental Memorandum
In a memorandum to the secretaries of 

all military departments and others, Carter 
directed the military services to open all 
military occupational specialties to women 30 
days from today—a waiting period required 
by law—and by that date to provide updated 
implementation plans for integrating women 
into the positions now open to them.

Carter said Deputy Defense Secretary 
Bob Work and Air Force Gen. Paul Selva, 
vice chairman of the Joint  Chiefs of 
Staff, will oversee the decision’s short-
term implementation, ensure there are no 
unintended consequences to the joint force, 
and periodically update Carter and Dunford.

Women will be fully integrated into 
combat roles deliberately and methodically, the 
secretary said, using seven guidelines.

 
Seven Guidelines
1. Implementation will be pursued with 

the objective of improved force effectiveness.
2. Leaders must assign tasks and jobs 

throughout the force based on ability, not 
gender. 

3. Equal opportunity likely will not mean 
equal participation by men and women in all 
specialties, and there will be no quotas. 

4. Studies conducted by the services and 
SOCOM indicate that on average there are 
physical and other differences between men 
and women, and implementation will take this 
into account. 

5. The department will address the fact 
that some surveys suggest that some service 
members, men and women, will perceive that 
integration could damage combat effectiveness. 

6. Particularly in the specialties that are 
newly open to women, survey data and the 
judgment of service leaders indicate that the 
performance of small teams is important.

 7. The United States and some of its closest 
friends and allies are committed to having 
militaries that include men and women, but 
not all nations share this perspective.

 
Integrating Women Into All Jobs 
Implementation won’t happen overnight, 

Carter said. 
“Fully integrating women into all military 

positions will make the U.S. armed forces 
better and stronger, but there will be problems 
to fix and challenges to overcome,” he said. 
“We shouldn’t diminish that.”

 The military has long prided itself on 
being a meritocracy, where those who serve 
are judged only on what they have to offer to 
help defend the country, Carter said.

“That’s why we have the finest fighting 
force the world has ever known,” he added, 
“and it’s one other way we will strive to ensure 
that the force of the future remains so, long 
into the future.”

MILITARY OCCUPATIONS, cont’d from Page 2

Defense Secretary Ash Carter announces his Women in Service Review during a press brief at the Pentagon Dec. 3.  
                             dod Photo by air ForcE sEnior MastEr sgt. adrian cadiz
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Old grads thoughts: 
Beating Navy in 
football starts now!

ME Cadet Club receives room
U.S. Military Academy Class of 2016 Cadet Jacob Baumeister, Company 
F-2, "cuts the ribbon" in a ceremony dedicating a room in the Mechanical 
Engineering Department to the Mechanical Engineering Cadet Club in Mahan 
Hall Dec. 3. Baumeister began the club for all Mechanical Engineering 
majors to work on projects on their own time. The burning of the Air Force 
Chair for the Army-Air Force bonfire was a mechanical engineering project 
the cadets worked on during the semester. Baumeister said it took about 
a year to get things going for the club, such as paper work, and bringing it 
through to the department heads and eventually to fruition. 
                    Photo by Kathy Eastwood/PV

By Lt. Col. Tacildayus Andrews 

What would it take to beat Navy, break the 
13-year agonizing losing curse and savor the 
sweet taste of victory? Would it take an act of 
nature? No. Would it take an act of war? No.  
Then what will it take? It will take a winning 
spirit that does not accept defeat. It will take a 
fresh and renewed belief that Victory is ours!

As an old grad, I remember each battle game 
against Navy as it was yesterday, but nothing 
could have been more impressive then the first 
game 1890.  

Since I was not there, I read about it in 
Joe Ruzicka’s article, “The Brutal History 
of the Army-Navy Football Game.” The first 
engagement was “brutal and extremely fierce. 
Fistfights occurred throughout the game. Players 
were punched, grabbed and walked away with 
black eyes. 

“In a play near the end of the game, four 
players were injured so badly they were unable 
to get up. Cadet Kirby Walker, the West Point 
quarterback, was unable to be revived by the 
team surgeon after his fourth knockdown. He 
was carried off to the hospital where he would 
remain for 13 days recovering from concussions. 

“Spectators also lost all sense of decorum. 
Fans screamed for blood. Even those in high 
society got into the match. One account noted 
that a stately lady on the Army side dropped 
her manners and began yelling in an unladylike 
fashion screaming at the cadets to ‘Ghhuard 
your man! Ghhuard your man!’

“The game brought out raw emotions, even 
from a high society member during the refined 
Victorian period.” 

Now that is an Army-Navy Football game, 
players laying it on the line and leaving it on 
the field!

Sadly, Navy leads the series, 59-49-7 with 
a notable 13-year winning streak that stings 
like salt on an open wound. I am wise enough 
now to realize that after 115 engagements, a 
teams’ season record and/or national standing 
have no weight when it comes to the rumbling, 
grumbling and hard hitting on the field of 
friendly strife. 

On Saturday, Army will ignore Las 
Vegas odds, statistical embellishment from 
sportscasters and shape their desired outcome 
of Victory.

I am an old grad, and we thought we had 
spirit back then but after the brief on Sunday 
night by the Cadet First Captain, I realized that 
we had nothing on the current Corps.  This First 
Captain, this football coach, this Commandant, 
and the whole First Spirit Forces Group set the 
bar high. With this energy and lunacy, I know 
we can keep up the noise level for 60 minutes 
and bring home a Victory. I kind of pity and I’m  
afraid of what will happen to Navy come this 
Saturday, Nahh … that’s my old age speaking. 

My favorite memories of being a Cadet are 
definitely when we won and Beat Navy—and 
so far this season, Army sports are taking it to 
them 6-2-1. 

Our Cadets are clearly laying it all on the 
line when they wear our colors and our crest.  
Cadets, you will have these memories too—
when you get old like me. 

So it is my wish for these highly motivated 
classes of 2016-2019 that the Corps can pull off 
the greatest upset of the college football season: 
a crushing defeat of Navy on the last regular 
season game. 

No one expects it but us—the members 
of our family here, those before us and those 
currently serving in the United States Army.  
We will prevail!

I will close with the motivating speech by 
Coach Jeff Monken, “We will fight until we 
cannot fight no more, then we will fight some 
more, we will bleed, take a knee but we will get 
up and we will fight until we cannot fight no 
more!”  just like the first engagement in 1890. 

(Editor’s note: Lt. Col. Tacildayus “Tosie” 
Andrews, USMA Class of 1994, is the 4th 
Regimental Tactical Officer (RTO) for the U.S. 
Corps of Cadets. 

As a Cadet, she played soccer for all four 
years and was selected as co-captain of the 
women soccer team with Tara Green. In 1994, 
the Army Women’s Soccer team won its first 
Patriot League Women Soccer Championship 
in the academy’s history.)

Nominations for Military Child of the Year due Friday
By Operation Homefront

The Operation Homefront 2016 Military Child of the 
Year Award recognizes outstanding military children who 
demonstrate resiliency, leadership and achievement in their 
communities. 

The award is given to an outstanding military child from 

each branch of service who will travel to Washington, D.C., to 
receive their award at the Gala April 16, 2015. They also receive 
a laptop computer and $10,000.

To be eligble, the child nominee:
• Must be the legal dependent child of a service member 

and have valid military ID or currently be enrolled in DEERS;
• Must be between the ages of 8-18;

• Must be able to travel to D.C. for the Awards Gala on 
April 16;

• Must have a background check to confirm legitimacy of 
information provided in nomination (if selected as a finalist);

• Must provide references (if selected as a finalist).
Nominations are being accepted through Friday. Visit www.

militarychildoftheyear.org and click the Nominations tab. 
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Army-Navy Brigades: A Sweep

The Company H-1 Roothawgs battled hard against their Navy counterparts, but 
they lost 3-2 in a penalty kick overtime during the Army-Navy Brigade Soccer  
Championships Dec. 5 at Daly Field.                      Photo by John PEllino/dPtMs Vid The Company E-2 Brew Dawgs forced a number of overtimes during their 

Army-Navy Brigade Flag Football Championships, but came up short in the 
end as they lost 38-32 in the fifth overtime Dec. 5 at Daly Field.   
                           Photo by John PEllino/dPtMs Vid

The Army Flag Football team (Company E-2) played Navy Dec. 5 as part of the 
Army-Navy Brigade Championship that included soccer, basketball and flag 
football. Navy won a hard-fought game, winning into five overtimes, 38-32. 
Navy took the Brigade Trophy to Annapolis, Maryland.  Photo by Kathy Eastwood/PV

The Army West Point Warrior Outdoor Obstacle Course Challenge took place 
Dec. 5 at Daly Field. Cadets had to conquer the 14-foot warped wall, climb 
up to the top to get to the stairs on the other side and climb down. Company 
A-2 Class of 2016 Cadet Julian Barker finished with the best time of one 
minute, 14 seconds.                      Photo by Kathy Eastwood/PV

Warrior Challenge

... And Powerlifting beat Navy!
In a spirited lift, the Army West Point Powerlifting team defeated Navy Dec. 
5 at the Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. And, the Company C-1 
Crusaders lost it’s basketball final, 47-37, to Navy Dec. 5 at ACPDC.



9December 10, 2015Pointer View  

FEATURED ITEMS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
#BEATNAVY Tailgate

Come rock the Black and Gold at the West Point Association 
of Graduate’s #BEATNAVY Tailgate Saturday in Philadelphia 
before the Army-Navy game. 

Registration is now open for the largest tailgate event of 
the year. 

Visit www.westpointaog.org/GoArmyBeatNavy to see all 
the details and to register online.

Federal Benefits Open Season
The 2016 Federal Benefits Open Season for appropriated 

fund employees runs through Monday. 
For details on appropriated fund employees, contact Melissa 

Hernandez at 938-3217 or email Melissa.Hernandez@usma.edu, 
or Hannah Decker at 938-0421 or Hannah.Decker@usma.edu.

There are significant increases in plan costs and the Office 
of Personnel Management has implemented a new enrollment 
type, Self + One for the 2016 Federal Benefits.

Gift Shoppe opening in December
The West Point Spouses’ Club has a wonderful Gift 

Shoppe with West Point and military-themed gifts, crafts and 
memorabilia, perfect for friends, family and colleagues. 

The Gift Shoppe is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday.
The Gift Shoppe is inside Bldg. 695 (formally the ITR office), 

located in the parking lot behind the West Point Cemetery.  
For details, contact Julie Horton at 446-2950.

Power Outage Dec. 19
The DPW Electric Shop will repair an electrical feeder Dec. 

19. This work will require a power outage from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
for the following buildings: 652, 654, 656, 662, 664, 670, 684, 
717, 910, Howze Field and Quarters 25-50.

For details, contact Kim Meints, the project manager, at 
938-3092/4132.

West Point Commissary Holiday Hours
West Point Commissary Holiday Hours of Operation:
Christmas Week—
• Dec. 20—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 21—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 22—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 23—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 24—9 a.m.-4 p.m.;
• Dec. 25—Closed;
• Dec. 26—9 a.m.-7 p.m.
New Year’s Week—
• Dec. 27—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 28—Closed;

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. 

Service members are required to begin the SFL-TAP no later 
than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule date is:
• Jan. 4-8.
Registration is required. 
Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 

for more details.

FAST Class
Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 

Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from Jan. 11-Feb. 3. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-

5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees.

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

• Dec. 29—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 30—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Dec. 31—9 a.m.-7 p.m.;
• Jan. 1—Closed;
• Jan. 2—9 a.m.-7 p.m.

Chapel watch-care providers
Bids are being accepted for FY16 to provide child-care 

services in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious 
Education Programs. 

Tasks also include the set-up and recovery of the watch-care 
space, the sanitization of all toys and other items following each 
activity, and the providing of authorized snacks, food and drinks 
to the children. 

Must be over 18 and commit to and pass a federal background 
check. 

Contact Sgt. 1st Class Michael Nichols at 845-938-5893 or 
email Michael.Nichols@usma.edu. 

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month.

The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at Washington Hall 
Room 4101. 

The club is about improving tomorrow’s Army, its Soldiers, 
the installation and the local community through commitment, 
caring, mentoring, teaching and training.

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Thomas 
Robinson at 254-768-8414 or Vice President Stuart Sword at 
757-816-0256.

Tax Center seeking volunteers to assist during Tax 
Season

 The West Point Tax Center is looking for volunteers to assist 
with tax returns and administrative support during the tax season 
(January-April 2016).  

Volunteers receive all necessary training and obtain valuable 
work experience. 

For details, contact Capt. Emily Haigh at emily.haigh@usma.
edu or 938-6373.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The “Alpha and Omega” will be on display at the West Point 
Museum for two years before being returned to “rest” until their 
next exhibition. Everyne is invited to view these important relics 
before the closing of the exhibit in 2017.       

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days 
a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. For details, call 938-3590 
or visit the Museum on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WestPointMuseum. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. 

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged 
young people. For details, visit www.gracebaptistny.org.

Army West Point Athletics Gift Shop sale
The Army West Point Athletics Gift Shop at the Visitors 

Center is having a 30 percent off sale 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. today-
Friday.

There will also be a limited selection and variety offered 
at the Exchange 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. today-Friday. All sales are 
final with no additional discounts. Also note the following:

• Does not include sale or clearance items;
• Shipping not available;
• In store stock only;
• Sale not available at www.GoARMYWESTPOINT.

com or through mail order;
• Not valid on previous purchases;
• Items cannot be held prior to the sale;
• May exclude some items;
• Some exceptions apply.
Come early for best selection.

Community



10 deCemBer 10, 2015 Pointer View  

JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT
Fine Arts Festival 

Join Youth Services for its 13th annual Fine Arts Festival 
from 3-6 p.m. Jan. 8. MWR is looking for submissions in the 
following categories: monochromatic drawing, multi-colored 
drawing, pastel, oil/acrylic, watercolor, printmaking, collage, 
mixed media, sculpture and group project. 

All submissions are due at the Youth Center by Jan. 3.  
For details, call 845-938-3727.

Wee Ones and We Read Winter programs
The Family Advocacy Program has your winter Wee Ones 

and Wee Read dates scheduled.  
Wee Ones will meet Mondays—9:30-11 a.m. Monday and 

Jan. 4, 11 and 25 at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500. Wee Read will 
meet Thursdays—9-10 a.m. Dec. 17 and Jan. 7 and 21 at the 
ACS Resiliency Center, Bldg. 626, second fl oor (pre-registration 
required).  

For details, contact Shelley Ariosto at 938-3369 or Lisa 
Pokorny at 938-0629.

Community Skate Hours (updated)
The hours of operation for the community skate is 3:30-5 

p.m. Sunday at Tate Rink in the Hollender Center. 
Admission is free, but patrons must provide their own skates.  
For updates or changes to the schedule, call 938-2991.  

FOR THE YOUTHS
December Spin Classes

Get in the holiday spirit with Lois and spin. The following 
dates/times for classes are:

• Friday—Army/Navy Relay Ride, 5:40 a.m.;
• Sunday—Sleigh Ride Spin, 12:30 p.m.;
• Wednesday—Reindeer Ride (Free Antlers), 9 a.m.;
• Dec. 23—Sleigh Ride Spin, 9 a.m.
For details, call 845-938-6490.

Army-Navy Boarding Special

FOR THE FAMILIES
EFMP Families: Family Fun Night Series

Join us at ACS, Bldg. 622, from 3:30-5 p.m today for its 
Family Fun Night Series event, ACS Holiday Social.

Join Santa, ACS and the entire community for some punch, 
cookies and holiday spirit. Bring the whole family to each event.  

Contact Josephine Toohey or Anne Marshall at 938-
5655/0232.

ACS Holiday Reception
Army Community Service is offering a community Holiday 

Reception at 3:30 p.m. today at ACS, Bldg. 622.  
Santa will be available for photos and refreshments will be 

served. RSVP  to Kathryn.seymour@usma.edu or call 938-3487.

Ski and Snowboard lesson registration 
• Monday—Active duty only;
• Tuesday—All others eligible.
Lessons are for ages 4 to adults from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-

Friday. Registration is in person only at the Victor Constant Ski 
Area.

Get three nights of boarding for the price of two at Morgan 
Farm during Army-Navy Weekend.  

Drop off on Friday and pick up on Monday. Dog grooming 
is also available by appointment. Reservations are accepted 8 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Monday-Friday by calling 938-3926.

Spin Express
Revolutionize your evenings and spin! A 45-minute Spin 

class is scheduled at 7 p.m. Dec. 17 at the MWR Fitness Center. 
For details, call 938-6490. 

Arts & Crafts December class schedule
• Tuesday—Pint Sized Picasso, 10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-

4:30 p.m. Glass Art Fusion, classes are for grades K-5. 
• Tuesday—Cookies and Canvas, “Penguin,” 5-6:30 p.m. 

Head on over to 693 Washington Road for some fun. Arts & 
Crafts provides the snacks, paint and pre-sketched canvas, you 
provide the kids. Children must be accompanied by an adult.  

Adults are welcome to stay in the studio or relax for a quiet 
moment in our new reading area. Paint on a 12x12 canvas.

• Dec. 17—Make & Take Ornaments, 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Create fun and unique ornament out of a varity of materials. 

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

BOSS Ski Trip
Join BOSS for its annual trip to Smuggler’s Notch Resort 

from Jan. 15-18. Vans will leave the BSP at 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Jan. 15. There is a fee for each BOSS Soldier and their guest.

A nonrefundable deposit (and a DA31 for Soldiers) is due 
by Tuesday to reserve your spot. Complete payment is due no 
later than Jan. 6.

There is free ice skating and tubing the hill. For details, 
call Rachel Trujillo at 845-608-7900 or Courtney Chidgey at 
845-938-6497.

U.S. Army Digital Photo Contest
The U.S. Army Digital Photo Contest has two divisions—

active duty military and other eligible participants.
Categories include Animals, Design Elements, Digital 

Darkroom, Military Life, Still Life, People, Nature and 
Landscapes.  

For details, call 845-938-4812. The contest submissions is 
open until Dec. 31. To submit your entry, visit at https://cloud.
mwr.army.mill/apptrac. 

Volunteer Ski & Snowboard instructors needed
The Victor Constant Ski Area is looking for Ski and 

Snowboard instructors for the upcoming season. 
Our weekend lessons are scheduled on Saturday and Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m and 11 a.m. and run for one hour each.  
The mid-week lessons are a series of eight lessons given 

during a four-week period from 6:15-7:15 p.m. twice a week, 
either Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday starting the 
week of Jan. 11. 

Instructor training will run from Jan. 7-10. 
We welcome new instructors who are ASIA trained, PSIA/

AASI certifi ed or brand new. 
All instructors who volunteer will receive season passes, 

free training, in-season clinics and access to ski at West Point 
during operating hours.  

For details, call (845) 938-8623 or ODRWPMWR@usma.
edu. 

Bridal Show
Spend the afternoon in Bridal Bliss for the Bridal Show at 

the West Point Club from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Jan. 10. 
The Grand Ballroom will be fi lled with all the vendors you 

need to make your day perfect.  
For details, call 845-446-5504.
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Bowman earns praise

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Dec. 17
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 10-17
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner

Gingerbread houses can be fun, but quite 
complicated to construct, so we’ve got an 
easier alternative. 

Join us at 132 Bartlett Loop from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday to make holiday trees 
out of ice cream cones, icing and all the 
trimmings. Eat it or display it; either way it 
will be fun and festive. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Friday.

Remember, all events are free and open 
to current West Point Family Home residents.

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and 
then drop it in BBC’s very special North 
Pole mailbox at 132 Bartlett Loop by Dec. 
17 for a guaranteed delivery to Santa before 
Christmas. 

BBC will make sure it gets to the “Big 
Man” at the North Pole just for you. Make 
sure to check your mail box for your letter 
back from Santa, please include your age, 
gender and address.

• Ice Cream Cone Holiday Trees: 

LifeWorks

Friday—The Last Witch Hunter, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
s h o p m y e x c h a n g e . c o m / r e e l - t i m e - t h e a t r e s / We s t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.
edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

2016 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive at West Point

The 2016 Armed Services Blood Program 
Blood Drive will be held from 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. Jan. 11-13 and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 14 at 
Eisenhower Hall. 

The Blood Drive is open to active and 
reserve duty military members, dependents, 
retirees and civilians. 

Go to www.militaryblood.dod.mil/
Donors/can_i_donate.aspx to learn if you 
are eligible to donate. 

  
Educat ional  &  Developmenta l 
Intervention Services

Not all children develop the same way—
some need extra help. If you are a military or 
civilian family that resides at West Point and 
have a child ages birth to 3 years old with 
questions or concerns relating to your child’s 
communication skills, motor skills, self-help 
skills, learning, vision, hearing, behavior and/
or social interactions, contact the Educational 
& Developmental Intervention Services 
(EDIS) offi ce.

The EDIS offi ce is located at Keller Army 
Community Hospital, Bldg. 900. 

For more details and assistance, call 938-
2698/6868. 

Keller Facebook Campaigns
Keller Facebook campaigns for December 

are:
• Winter Preparation and Cold Weather 

Injury Prevention;
• TRICARE On-Line information;
•  Educat ional  & Developmental 

Intervention Services;
• Performance Triad.
T h e  F a c e b o o k  p a g e  c a n  b e 

f o u n d  a t  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kellerarmycommunityhospital.

Let Us Know How We Are Doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force 
and enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Please let us know if we are achieving 
this by fi lling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail. We value your opinion; and if we 
can do better—we will.

Staff Sgt. Demar Bowman, a career counselor at Keller Army Community 
Hospital, poses with RHC-Atlantic Commanding General, Brig. Gen. Robert 
D. Tenhet, after being named the Regional Health Command-Atlantic Career 
Counselor of the Year Nov. 18. Bowman will represent the region at the Army 
Medicine competition.                    Photo by gigail curEton/rhc-a Public aFFairs

By the West Point Band

The West Point Band’s Benny Havens 
Band will continue its yearly tradition 
of performing at The Linda: WAMC’s 
Performing Arts Studio at 7 p.m. Dec. 19. 

The Linda is located at 318 Central 
Avenue, Albany, New York. This performance 
is free and open to all.

The West Point Band’s Benny Havens 
Band is comprised of members of the 
U.S. Military Academy who specialize in 
contemporary popular music to entertain and 
inspire the U.S. Corps of Cadets. 

Join us at The Linda to get a taste of 
how our Soldiers and Cadets celebrate the 

Benny Havens Band 
performs in Albany  

holidays at West Point. Traditional favorites 
like “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,” 
“The Christmas Song,” and “Santa Claus 
is Coming to Town” will be performed 
along with modern classics such as Mariah 
Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas is You,” 
Donny Hathaway’s “This Christmas,” Stevie 
Wonder’s “What Christmas Means to Me,” 
and many more. 

The West Point Band celebrates the season 
with appreciation for the men and women 
of our Armed Forces who are stationed 
around the world and away from home 
for the holidays. For concert information, 
cancellations and updates, call 938-2617 or 
visit www.westpointband.com. 
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Women’s Basketball rallies from 12 points down, defeats Albany
sPorts

Saturday

3 p.m.—Football vS. Navy iN 
philadelphia, liNcolN FiNaNcial Field.

dec. 19
1 p.m.—WomeN’S baSketball vS. 
emerSoN, chriStl areNa.

dec. 20
2 p.m.—meN’S baSketball vS. 
mariSt, chriStl areNa.

dec. 28
4 p.m.—meN’S baSketball vS. 

moNmouth, chriStl areNa.

dec. 29
7:05 p.m.—hockey vS. merrimack, 
tate riNk.

dec. 30
7 p.m.—WomeN’S baSketball vS. 
lehigh, chriStl areNa.

**to See the upcomiNg army 
athleticS Schedule, viSit WWW.
goarmyWeStpoiNt.com/caleNdar.
aSpx?vtype=liSt.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Senior guard Jean Parker led all Army scorers with 20 points during Army West 
Point’s 65-62 victory over the University at Albany Dec. 5 at Christl Arena.
                  Photo by Eric s. bartElt/PV

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Basketball 
team rebounded from a 12-point deficit early 
in the third period and came away with a 65-
62 victory over University at Albany Dec. 5 at 
Christl Arena.

Army battled back from a double-digit 
deficit in the third quarter for the second game 
in a row after it trailed by 11 in its win at Yale 
on Dec. 3. 

The victory sends the Black Knights to 6-1 
on the season, while the Great Danes, who are 
receiving votes in the USA Today Coaches Poll, 
drop to 5-2.

Both teams shot at least 50 percent, with 
Army finishing with a season-best 50 percent 
(23-of-46) and UAlbany shooting 52.1 percent 
(25-of-48). The Black Knights also made 11 
three-pointers, going 11-for-17 from deep.

Senior guard Jean Parker was one of four 
Army scorers in double figures and led the 
hosts with a season-best 20 points. Parker was 
a perfect 6-of-6 from beyond the arc and also 
added four rebounds. 

Senior guard Kelsey Minato registered 16 
points and four assists, while sophomore guard 
Janae McNeal netted 10 points after scoring 
11 at Yale.

Freshman forward Madison Hovren totaled 
10 points and four boards off the bench and 
sophomore guard Daizjah Morris finished with 
five points and a career-high seven assists.

Albany was paced by Shereesha Richards, 
who finished with 28 points and six rebounds, 
while Imani Tate contributed 12 points. Erin 
Coughlin made three three-pointers to finish 
with nine points.

Army opened up to a 5-2 lead, following 
buckets from Parker and McNeal, before 
UAlbany scored the next six points to move 
out to an 8-5 advantage by the 4:25 mark of the 
opening period.

Each team netted two more points before 
both sides traded four consecutive three-
pointers, with Coughlin hitting both triples for 

the Great Danes and Morris and Minato making 
long-range shots for the hosts. 

Minato was fouled on her three-pointer 
at the 54-second mark of the first quarter and 
converted the ensuing free-throw to make the 
score 16-14, in favor of the visitors.

Both teams scored a two-point basket in the 
first 1:13 of the second frame and Richards, who 
scored nine points in the second period, hit a 
lay-up to give UAlbany a 22-16 lead with 7:29 
remaining in the half.

Parker knocked in a three 28 seconds later 
to trim Army’s deficit back to three before the 
Great Danes closed the quarter with an 8-0 run 
that spanned the final 6:29 of half and left the 
visitors with a 30-19 halftime cushion.

Minato and Parker both hit three-pointers 
early in the second half, while McNeal and 
freshman Madison Hovren contributed to a 9-0 
Army run by converting back-to-back lay-ins 
and making the score 34-29 at the third quarter’s 
6:51 mark.

Sophomore Lena’ Hicks capped the Black 
Knights’ run with a close-range jumper with 
5:38 on the clock and Veronika Lavergne ended 
UAlbany’s scoring drought and increased the 
Great Danes’ lead to five, 36-31.

Four straight points by McNeal brought 
Army back to within one before a steal from 
McNeal resulted in a short jumper by Minato 
to give the hosts a 37-36 lead at the 3:53 mark. 

Four more points by Minato gave the Black 
Knights a 41-36 advantage, but the Great Danes 
used a 9-3 run over the final 2:48 of the third 
period to control a 45-44 lead. 

Army outscored UAlbany, 25-15, during 
the third frame.

The Black Knights used a 15-6 scoring 
streak to take back the lead and move out to its 
largest advantage of the afternoon, 59-51, with 
2:50 remaining in the contest. 

Four different Black Knights scored during 
the stretch, including Parker, who made three 
of her six triples during a 2:42 span.

Coughlin made a three-pointer with 1:21 on 
the clock to cut Army’s lead back down to five, 
61-56, and Richards made it a five-point game 

again after sinking a pair of free-throws with 37 
seconds to play. 

McNeal knocked in two foul shots to 

increase the Black Knights’ advantage to seven 
points and UAlbany scored the final four points 
of the contest.

Minato breaks 
points record
Senior guard Kelsey Minato broke 
the Army West Point Women’s 
Basketball team’s 11-year-old 
career scoring record with a 
27-point performance at Yale Dec. 
3. She passed Army Hall-of-Famer 
Katie Macfarlane’s (USMA ‘04) 
previous standard of 1,941 points 
with a lay-up at the 27-second 
mark of the third period of the Yale 
game and raised her career total 
to 1,951 by the end of the night. 
A native of Huntington Beach, 
California, Minato scored 20 
points in the second half alone 
to help lead Army to a 65-61 win.
        Photo by Eric s. bartElt/PV
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Five unanswered goals lift Hockey past Sacred Heart
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Down two goals after the first period, the Army Hockey 
team scored five unanswered goals to earn a 5-2 win over Sacred 
Heart Dec. 5 at Tate Rink to sweep the weekend series from the 
Pioneers. 

Army (4-6-4, 3-5-4 AHA) got goals from five different skaters 
and junior forward C.J. Reuschlein led the way with a three-point 
night on a goal and two assists. 

Freshman forward Trevor Fidler and junior defenseman 
Ryan Nick added two points each on a goal and an assist. Junior 
goalie Parker Gahagen stopped 26 shots, including 12 when the 
Pioneers put on the pressure in the final period. 

Sacred Heart (5-9-2, 4-7-1 AHA) got goals by Justin Danforth 
and Coltyn Hansen. Nathan Perry equaled Gahagen’s numbers 
with 26 stops with 14 coming in the first period.

After going down 2-0, head coach Brian Riley said his team 
didn’t panic. 

“I told the team we still had 40 minutes left,” Riley stated. 
“We had been in this situation before and have been able to battle 
back, so our guys felt good and once we got that first goal, you 
could see that there was a spark and the guys took over from 
there.”

The Pioneers took the early lead with Danforth netting his 
sixth of the year. He was in the right place at the right time as 
Jordan Minello chipped a backhanded pass through the crease and 
Danforth jammed it home on the open net from the opposite post. 

Sacred Heart added to the lead with Hanson scoring on a 
shorthanded breakaway. He picked up a loose puck in the neutral 
zone and beat Gahagen on the glove side to take a two-goal lead 
into the first intermission. 

The Black Knights gained their stride in the second period 
with three goals to take a 3-2 advantage into the final frame. 

The period got started with Nick scoring from the point at 
the 13:34 mark on assists to Reuschlein and Fidler. Army tied 
the game 16 seconds later with sophomore forward Tyler Pham 
banking a shot off a Sacred Heart defender and past Perry to even 
the score at 2-2. Sophomore forward Conor Andrle was rewarded 
for his effort with an assist.

Army took the lead for good with 8:05 left in the second on 
a snipe from Brendan McGuire. Senior defenseman Christian 
Pomarico cleared the puck out to sophomore forward Nick 

Junior forward C.J. Reuschlein (#13) led all Army scorers with three points (one goal, two assists) in Army 
West Point’s 5-2 win over Sacred Heart Dec. 5 at Tate Rink.         courtEsy Photo FroM arMy athlEtic coMMunications

DeCenzo in the neutral zone and he connected with McGuire 
on a cross-ice pass. 

The sophomore streaked into the zone on the right side and 
fired a shot that snuck under the arm of Perry and into the back 
of the net for the 3-2 advantage. 

The Black Knights finished off the game with two goals in 
the third period to earn the 5-2 victory. Fidler tallied his fourth of 
the season with an assist to Reuschlein with less than six minutes 

remaining. Reusclein then added to his point total with an empty 
netter to seal the deal for the Black Knights. 

It was Army’s first weekend series sweep since Feb. 18-19, 
2011, when the Black Knights beat American International in a 
home-and-home series. 

Army was held off the board on the power play for the first 
time in five games as the Black Knights were 0-for-3 with the 
extra skater. Shots were 31-28 in favor of the Black Knights.

Sprint Football earns 17 honors, Choi named co-MVP
By Stephen Waldman
Army Athletic Communications

For the first time in the Collegiate Sprint Football 
League’s history that dates back prior to World War II, 
there are co-recipients of the Jim Kay Award. Army 
West Point’s Philip Choi and Penn’s Mike McCurdy 
were pegged as the league’s MVPs, announced Tuesday. 

The Black Knights earned 17 total league honors, 
including seven players garnering first-team nods 
coming off the program’s 17th perfect season and 34th 
CSFL Championship. Additionally, seven members of 
the program’s winningest class earned recognition for 
the effort put forth in their senior campaigns. 

Choi led the CSFL with 15 tackles for loss for 87 
yards and 11 1/2 sacks for 73 yards, while also tying 
Army’s team lead in solo tackles with 27. The senior 
defensive lineman from Fountain Valley, Calif., also 
finished tied for second on the team in fumbles forced 
and recovered with one of each. 

After receiving CSFL Honorable Mention last 
season, Choi set single-season personal bests in tackles 

(37), solo tackles, assisted tackles (10), tackles for 
loss, tackle for loss yards, sacks, sack yards, fumbles 
forced, fumbles recovered and blocks (2). He also set 
single-game career highs with 12 tackles, six assisted, 
versus Navy on Oct. 31, as well as seven solo tackles, 
five sacks at Mansfield on Oct. 10. 

McCurdy was the CSFL’s top quarterback leading 
the way in pass attempts (202), completions (109), 
passing yards (1,513), passing yards per game (216.1) 
and passing touchdowns (13). 

The Quakers finished tied for second with Navy 
with a 5-2 record with their only losses coming to the 
two service academies. 

Joining Choi on the first team was junior running 
back Marqus Burrell, junior center Luke Fazzari, 
sophomore defensive back Tanner Andrews, junior 
linebacker Matthew Tamburri, senior punter Mark 
Dabeck and senior kicker Warren Kay. 

Army ended the season with a dramatic 24-23 
victory over service academy rival Navy that sealed 
the program’s 20th undefeated season since it began 
in 1957.

Senior defensive lineman Philip Choi (#52) shared the Collegiate 
Sprint Football League MVP award with Penn’s Mike McCurdy. He 
led the league with 15 tackles for loss and 11 1/2 sacks. 
               Photo by Eric s. bartElt/PV
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By Naval Academy Public Affairs

PASADENA, California—U.S. Naval 
Academy (USNA) and U.S. Military Academy 
(USMA) leadership gathered at the Rose Bowl 
in Pasadena, California, Nov. 30, to remember 
the 1983 Army-Navy Football game played in 
the famous stadium.

USNA Superintendent Vice Adm. Ted Carter 
was joined by Army West Point Superintendent 
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. and a large group 
of local dignitaries and local graduates from 
both institutions to mark the anniversary of 
the game, the only time the famous rivalry was 
played west of the Mississippi River. The games 
are traditionally played on the East Coast, most 
often in Philadelphia.

The event was conceived and organized by 
Rolfe Arnhym, a 1953 U.S. Military Academy 
graduate, who was the driving force behind 
bringing the 1983 game to Pasadena. During the 
ceremony, a bench was dedicated just outside of 
the main gates of the Rose Bowl. 

A time capsule was also dedicated and 
sealed beneath the bench. The capsule contains 
memorabilia from the 1983 game, Army and 
Navy football gear, and personal letters from 
both superintendents.

“Mr. Arnhym, you had a vision and a 
dream,” Caslen said. “You were able to make 
this happen. I’m incredibly proud to be here 
today.”

Carter made note of the monumental 
logistical effort it took in 1983 to enable the 
game to be played with every midshipman and 
cadet in attendance. This was no small feat 
considering both institutions are more than 
2,500 miles away from Pasadena.

“To move 9,000 mids and cadets at the 
philanthropy of the people of Pasadena is simply 
amazing,” Carter said.

Both superintendents made note of the 

Academy Leadership remembers 1983 Army-Navy Game

Army and Navy have met 115 times since 1890 with Navy leading the series 59-49-7, however in 1983, the game was 
held in Pasadena, California, which is traditionally held on the East Coast.      courtEsy Photo FroM arMy athlEtic coMMunications

hospitality of the people of Pasadena, who 
housed the cadets and midshipmen in their 
homes before the game. This helped endear 

the students and institutions in the hearts of the 
residents and in the city.

Also speaking at the event were Pasadena’s 

Vice Mayor Gene Masuda, former Pasadena 
Mayor Bill Bogaard, and President of the 
Rose Bowl Operating Company Victor Gordo, 
who accepted the bench and time capsule and 
expressed thanks to both academies for the 
contributions they’ve made to the nation.

Navy emerged victorious in the 1983 game 
by a score of 42-13.

Caslen noted that the Army-Navy series 
started in 1890, with the first game being played 
at West Point. In all, the teams have met 115 
times over the years with Navy owning a 59-49-
7 advantage in the all-time standings.

The records and results were the furthest 
things from the minds of the leadership Nov. 30.

“At the end of the day, we all remain 
brothers and sisters in service,” Carter said. 
“There is no greater team.”

Caslen noted that whatever happens in the 
football game, Army “will stand shoulder to 
shoulder with Navy” after the game and as 
all the graduates go on to combat this nation’s 
threats all around the world.

Caslen is a 1975 graduate from USMA and 
played center on the football team.

The 2015 Army-Navy football game will be 
played Saturday in Philadelphia. It remains the 
most important game for each team, each year.

“This is not just a good college football 
rivalry,” Carter said. “I believe this is the 
greatest sports rivalry in our country, period.”

Victory lies in the 
Battle of the Spirits

ARMY

NAVY
VS.

The 116th meeting 
o f  t h e  A r m y -
Navy Game at 3 
p.m. Saturday in 
Philadelphia.
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2015 Army-Navy Preview: 
Will the Black Knights end the streak?
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Football team will play its final game of the 2015 
season in the Army-Navy Game presented by USAA Saturday 
on CBS at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia.

The Black Knights are 2-9 following a 31-21 loss to Rutgers, 
Nov. 21 at Michie Stadium, on Senior Day at West Point.

Navy, a first-year member of the American Athletic 
Conference, is 9-2 overall and 7-1 in conference games. The 
Midshipmen are coming off a 52-31 loss to No. 21 Houston, 
on Nov. 27, in a chance to reach the AAC Championship game.

The Black Knights will try to end their 13-game losing streak 
against the Midshipmen, as they haven’t won since 2001.

Army is averaging 22.5 points per contest and ranks eighth 
nationally with 254 rushing yards per contest.

The Black Knights are allowing 28.5 points per game and 
have lost five of their games this season by a touchdown or less.

Junior fullback Aaron Kemper leads the team on the ground 
with 506 yards on 94 carries for a 5.4 average per carry. He is 
averaging 50.6 per game and has three touchdowns, including a 
38-yard scamper opposite Rutgers.

Sophomore quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw is second on the 
team with 468 yards rushing on 130 carries. He averages 3.6 
yards per carry and has five touchdowns.

Army’s rushing attack against Rutgers was led by freshman  
quarterback Chris Carter, who made his first career start and 
appearance on Nov. 21. He ran for 111 yards and a touchdown 
and threw for an Army season-high 140 yards and a score. He 
joined Bradshaw with 100 yards passing and rushing in the same 
game this season.

Junior wide receiver Edgar Poe is the Black Knights’ 
leading receiving target with 320 yards on 11 catches. He has 
five touchdowns, which is the most by an Army receiver since 
Alejandro Villanueva had five in 2009.

Defensively, junior linebacker Andrew King leads the 
Black Knights with 89 tackles, 15 1/2 tackles for loss and 4 1/2 
quarterback sacks. Junior linebacker Jeremy Timpf has made 83 
tackles, 19 more than sophomore defensive back Rhyan England. 
Junior defensive back Xavier Moss has 62 stops on the year, 
while freshman defensive back Brandon Jackson has three of the 
team’s five interceptions and had one against Tulane on Nov. 14.

Junior fullback Aaron Kemper leads Army on the ground with 506 yards on 94 carries with three touchdowns 
this season, including a 38-yard touchdown against Rutgers Nov. 21.            Photos by Eric s. bartElt/PV

On special teams, senior kicker Daniel Grochowski has 
made 5-of-7 field goals with a long of 47 yards this year. 
He is perfect on PATs as he has coverted 29-of-29. Senior 
punter Alex Tardieu continues to be a field position weapon 
for the Black Knights as he is averaging 39.9 yards per 
punt with four over 50 yards and 13 inside the 20 yard line. 

Rutgers Leftovers
• Army is 44-50-3 all-time vs. teams currently comprising 

the Big 10.
• Army wore the 10th Mountain Division helmet sticker, 

which is a season-long tradition that will change each game.
• Army wore its traditional gold helmets with black jerseys 

and gold pants.
• Jared Rogers and Kyle Ricciardi served as game captains 

and joined season captains Jeremy Timpf and Matt Giachinta 
for the coin toss.

• Quarterback A.J. Schurr, a senior from Libertyville, Ill., 
carried the American flag onto the field prior to the game.

• Prior to the game, the Army Football Class of 2016 was 
recognized in an on-field pregame ceremony.

• Freshman quarterback Chris Carter made his first-career 
start for the Black Knights.

• Senior center Matt Hugenberg started his 23nd consecutive 
game, the most of any Army offensive player.

• Kemper’s second quarter touchdown run was his third of 
the season and fifth of his career. 

• Carter threw for 140 yards and ran for 111 more. It was the 
first time an Army quarterback eclipsed the 100-yard mark in both 
categories since Bradshaw against Fordham on Sept. 4, 2015.

• Carter’s 140 passing yards were the most for an Army 
quarterback since Trent Steelman threw for 149 yards at Kent 
State on Nov. 13, 2010.

• Poe led Army with 95 yards receiving and made his fifth 
touchdown catch of the year. The 65-yard score was his seventh-
career touchdown reception.

• Poe is the first Army wideout to have five touchdown 
catches in a season since Alejandro Villanueva in 2009.

• Tyler Campbell ran for a career-best 40 yards on a career-
high six carries.

• Army started four defensive backs as Jackson, Tevin Long, 
England and Chris Carnegie earned the start for the second 
straight week.

• Kenneth Brinson earned his fifth start of the season at 
linebacker.

• Tevin Long made his fifth straight start in the secondary 
as the safety.

• Jeremy Timpf made his 23rd consecutive start, which is the 
longest streak among defensive players.

See ARMY-NAVY PREVIEW, PAGE 20

Junior wide receiver Edgar Poe is the Black Knights’ 
leading receiving target with 11 catches for 320 
yards and five touchdowns.         

IN FOCUS: ARMY-NAVY PREVIEW
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• Timpf became the 34th player in academy history to reach 
200 career tackles with eight against Rutgers.

• Nicholas Black set new career standards in kickoff returns 
(3), kickoff return yards (69) and long kickoff return (27).

About The Midshipmen
Navy, under the direction of eighth-year head coach Ken 

Niumatalolo, enters the 2015 Army-Navy Game presented by 
USAA with a 9-2 overall record, including a 7-1 American 
conference mark.

The Midshipmen had a five-game winning streak snapped 
on Nov. 27 when they fell on the road to Houston, 52-31. The 
No. 21/22 ranked Mids recorded wins over Tulane (31-14), USF 
(29-17), Memphis (45-20), SMU (55-14) and Tulsa (44-21) prior 
to the loss to the Cougars. Navy also claims wins over Colgate 
(48-10), East Carolina (45-21), UConn (28-18) and Air Force 
(33-11), and fell to Notre Dame (41-24).

Navy is led offensively by senior quarterback Keenan 
Reynolds, who is the leading rusher in the nation among 
quarterbacks with 1,093 rushing yards. He is tied for second in 
the country in rushing touchdowns with 19 and is tied for sixth 
in the FBS in scoring with 114 points.

Navy’s rushing attack features five players with at least 296 
yards on the ground and 10 different players have scored rushing 
touchdowns. Senior fullback Chris Swain is second on the team 
with 847 rushing yards and 10 touchdowns.

On defense, the Midshipmen are led by sophomore linebacker 
Micah Thomas with 64 tackles. Junior cornerback Brendon 
Clements leads Navy with two turnovers, while senior defensive 
end Will Anthony has a team-best 6 1/2 sacks.

Navy is second in the nation in turnover margin (1.27), third 
in third-down conversion percentage (51.0) and first in fourth-
down conversion percentage (91.3). 

The Midshipmen lead the country in fewest penalty yards 
per game (27.18) and are 22nd in time of possession (32:38).

ARMY-NAVY PREVIEW, cont’d from Page 16

Navy senior quarterback Keenan Reynolds is the leading rusher in the nation among quarterbacks with 
1,093 yards. He is tied for second in the country with 19 rushing touchdowns and is tied for sixth in the 
FBS in scoring with 114 points.                    Photos by naVy athlEtics

Navy senior defensive end Will Anthony (Above) 
leads the Midshipmen defense with 6 1/2 sacks. 
Sophomore linebacker Micah Thomas leads the 
team in tackles with 64, and junior cornerback 
Brendon Clements leads Navy with two turnovers.


