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(Above) Cadets from the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2016 celebrate their good fortune as they gather Nov. 19 at Eisenhower Hall Theatre for Branch Night. 
During Branch Night, cadets open branch notifi cation letters containing the insignias of the U.S. Army branch they will commission into upon graduation from 
the academy. For more photos, check out the USMA Flickr page at www.fl ickr.com/gp/west_point/54xVw6. For more on Branch Night in the Pointer View, see 
Page 3.                                                       Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito bryant/USMa Pao
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Ask the Lawyer: DWI—A little 
pleasure, a whole lot of pain
By Sharon J. Ackah, JD, MPH 
USMA Legal Assistance Attorney

Recently, I shared an elevator ride with a 
senior cadet who excitedly exclaimed, “The 
only thing standing between me and the 
Thanksgiving holiday is one paper.” Perhaps I 
should have wished him a happy Thanksgiving 
followed by a word of caution:  “Celebrate 
safely. Don’t drink and drive, lest you fi nd that 
what stands between you and your West Point 
graduation certifi cate is a DWI conviction.” 

What is a DWI? 
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) is a 

serious criminal offense in just about every 
state. You may also hear the terms “Driving 
Under the Infl uence (DUI)” or “Aggravated 
Driving While Intoxicated (A-DWI).” All of 
these terms are used to describe the offense of 
driving while alcohol impaired. The primary 
difference lies in the concentration of alcohol 
found in your blood at the time a test is 
administered. 

Generally, age is a factor in the determination 
of an acceptable Blood Alcohol Concentration 
(BAC) level. In most states, if you are over the 
age of 21, and are found to have a BAC of 0.08 
percent or higher, you may be charged with a 
DWI.  If you are under the age of 21, and your 
BAC is 0.02 percent, you may be charged with 
a DWI.   

What are my reporting requirements? 
A critical component of honorable military 

service is the maintenance of good order and 
discipline. Accordingly, reckless disregard for 
the law and the safety of fellow citizens will not 
be tolerated, and generally must be reported to 
a Soldier’s chain of command. 

This reporting requirement is codifi ed in 
Army Directive 2011-17, which states, “All 
United States Army commissioned offi cers, 
warrant offi cers and enlisted members above the 
pay grade of E-6 who are on active duty or in 
an active duty status in the reserve component 
shall report in writing via DA Form 4187 or 
memorandum, any conviction of such member 
for violation of a criminal law of the United 
States.” 

What are the possible consequences? 
In determining possible consequences in 

a DWI case, most states consider factors such 
as willingness to submit to testing and whether 
or not other drug use is involved. State level 
penalties include civil monetary penalties, 

suspension of driving privileges, enrollment in 
rehabilitative programs and possible jail time. 
In addition to State level penalties, Soldiers may 
be subject to punitive or administrative action 
under the Uniform Code of Military Justice 
(UCMJ). 

For Enlisted Soldiers and Offi cers, action 
taken may include one or more of the following: 
1.) Article 15, 2.) General Offi cer Memorandum 
Of Reprimand (GOMOR), 3.) Administrative 
Separation (Enlisted Soldiers), 4.) Officer 
Elimination and/or 5.) Court-martial. A Soldier’s 
Chain of Command makes the determination of 
what action will be taken in response to a DWI.    

Cadets convicted of a DWI offense are 
subject to discipline under United States Corps 
of Cadets (USCC) regulation 351-2, Army 
Regulation 210-26, and/or other USCC policies. 
These actions include: 1.) Article 10 boards, 2.) 
Misconduct boards, 3.) Formal reprimand, 4.) 
Demerits, 5.) Extra duty tours, 6.) Withdrawal 
of privileges, 7.) Restriction, 8.) Reduction in 
rank and 9.) Separation.  

The extent to which a DWI conviction will 
be considered for offi cial action is a command 
decision. Areas that may be impacted range 
from assignments and professional development 
opportunities to separation/elimination from the 
United States Army. 

Cadets may fi nd themselves unable to be 
promoted through the ranks through graduation 
and/or unable to obtain a security clearance.

What can you do to avoid a DWI? 
There is only one way to guarantee you do 

not get convicted for drunk driving—If you are 
drinking, don’t drive; if you are driving, don’t 
drink. Most people know that driving drunk 
can cut short their lives, or the lives of others. 
However, during the approaching holiday 
season, Soldiers should be particularly mindful 
that driving drunk can also end careers. 

Remember that the concept of a battle buddy 
applies not only in combat, but across life’s 
most challenging experiences. Step in to protect 
your fellow Soldier and don’t let them drink 
and drive. Take the keys, call a cab, cut off the 
tap or tab, and stop the drinks from fl owing. In 
all likelihood, taking charge in this situation is 
a daunting task, but do not let your honor and 
courage weaken. Rather, embody the spirit of 
General MacArthur’s famous words etched into 
the fabric of our nation right here at the U.S 
Military Academy so many years ago: “Duty, 
Honor, Country.”      

How can you obtain legal assistance? 
Your West Point Legal Assistance offi ce is 

here to support you and provide guidance. Call 
us or contact us for further information. 

Our offi ces are located in Bldgs. 606 and 
626. Call us at 938-4541. Find us and “Like 
Us” on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
USMALegalAssistance. 

Dear West Point community,

One of my top priorities is providing a safe and 
secure installation for the Corps of Cadets, staff and 
faculty, our family members and guests.

A number of force protection initiatives have 
been implemented in recent weeks at the installation 
access control points (Thayer, Stony Lonesome 
and Washington gates) and within the Central Post 
Restricted Area (CPRA). 

While there’s no specifi c threat to West Point, 
recent terrorist attacks in Paris and Mali, attacks at 
home in Chattanooga, Tennessee and Charleston, South 
Carolina, along with the Boston Marathon bombing 
and Washington Navy Yard shooting in 2013, should 
remind us all to be vigilant.  The greatest threat comes 
from homegrown violent extremists who often  blend in with the crowd.

We have an outstanding force protection team consisting of Military Police, Department of 
the Army Civilian Security Guards and Garrison and Academy Staff, working around the clock, 
in the elements, to keep West Point safe, and I know we all appreciate their tireless efforts. 
But they can’t do it alone and they aren’t our only line of defense. With your involvement, 
we can enhance our overall force protection.  So here are a few reminders and tips:

• The CPRA is for Cadets, staff, faculty and their escorted guests. If you are not in uniform, 
your CAC card or contractor badge should be worn around your neck and visible at all times 
while within the CPRA.

• Doors to cadet barracks and academic buildings have been fi tted with electronic lock 
systems, which require your CAC card to open. These doors should be secured at all times, 
and not propped open for personal convenience.

• Our antiterrorism catch-phrase is: If you see something, say something. For anything 
suspicious, unattended packages, unusually dressed or acting people, vehicles parked where 
they shouldn’t, call 911 (off-post) or 938-3333 (on-post). Identifying suspicious activity early 
can help mitigate any possible adverse effects.

• Be patient and remember that these measures are in place for everyone’s safety and 
protection. These measures and the extra few seconds it might take out of your day are not 
an inconvenience.

• Additionally, as we approach the holidays and many of you are making travel plans, 
please be aware of the State Department’s travel advisories in effect and take precautions 
to avoid becoming a target and to keep ourselves safe. You can read the travel advisories at 
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings/worldwide-travel-alert.html.

Again, let me emphasize that there’s no specifi c threat to West Point, but it’s always good 
to remain vigilant and aware of our surroundings.

For more information about force protection and anti-terrorism updates, contact Matt 
Cassidy at 845-938-3650 or matthew.cassidy@usma.edu.

Remember, force protection isn’t “somebody else’s job.” It requires all of us, working 
together, to keep West Point a safe, secure installation. 

I appreciate your support, and please look out for each other.
Beat Navy! 
        Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
        USMA Superintendent

Top priority—A safe and secure 
West Point community for all
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Fates unsealed: Class of 2016 Cadets learn branches

Three female cadets from the Class of 2016 receive their branch assigments (Adjuntant General, Air Defense and Military 
Intelligence) Nov. 19 at Branch Night in Eisenhower Hall.                 Photo by Staff Sgt. Vito bryant/USMa Pao

By Michelle Eberhart
Assistant Editor 

Branch Night: The night where a sealed 
envelope seals your fate.

The rain poured outside Eisenhower Hall 
as cadets trickled into the theatre the night of 
Nov. 19. Class of 2016 Cadets anxiously awaited 
the inevitable. This night they would open the 
envelopes that would ultimately determine their 
career in the Army.

All week, the Firsties went to class, did their 
assignments and carried on their daily duties as 
they would normally. However, they knew this 
week was different. Anticipation accumulated 
daily, knowing they were one day closer to 
finding out their Branch.

When Nov. 19 finally arrived, the anticipation 
was at an ultimate high. Uneasy stares filled the 
auditorium as cadets nervously discussed their 
chances and waited for the night to begin—the 
night they would open their envelopes. 

Inside each of the envelopes was the insignia 
of one of the 17 branches. That branch, be it 
Infantry, Field Artillery, Military Intelligence 
or something else, is a large piece of the puzzle 
that is a cadet’s future.

“I’m nervous,” Kiley Schreurs, from 
Company D-1, said. She’s hoping for Military 
Intelligence. 

“I think I’m going to get what I want but 
there’s always that little bug that’s going around, 
maybe not, maybe so, it’s exciting,” Schreurs 
said.

While most cadets have an idea of where 
they may be going, the certainty in opening the 
card clearly labeled, “Branch Notification,” 
allows for peace of mind.

“Everyone is anxious,” Schreurs said.  
“Everyone in my company is extremely close 
and everyone’s just been getting hyped up and 
supporting each other and nobody got counseled 
so we’re all getting our top five, so that’s great.”

For 73 percent of cadets, they will be 
receiving their first choice. Ninety-Five percent 
will get one of their top five picks. 

The remaining five percent, however, are 
placed in the branch that best aligns with the 
Army’s needs.

“I have no idea what’s about to happen,” 
Matthew Malcolm of Company H-3 said.  “They 
told me (Nov. 17) I wasn’t going to get my top 
five and ever since then I’ve been trying to figure 
it out but I can’t.” 

While it’s exciting to get the branch that 
they want, most cadets understand that no matter 
what branch their assigned, they will fulfill the 
Army mission regardless.

“It’s a little disorientating,” Malcolm said.  
“But we’re everything Soldiers, so it’s fine.”

Feet tapped nervously on the auditorium 
floor until finally, the event began.

Branch envelopes would not be given out 
immediately, of course. The eagerness must 
build. The night began with an introduction 
from Class President and First Captain, Eugene 
Coleman. 

Coleman explained that these branch 
assignments would determine their careers in 
the Army and the Soldiers they command. He 
also made it clear that the Class of 2016 would 

always be connected to one another.
“Our class will continue to be tied together 

by our commitment to our country and most 
importantly, those we lead,” Coleman said to 
his class. He shared his eagerness to open his 
envelope as well.

He then introduced Commandant of Cadets 
Brig. Gen. John Thomson III. 

“You’re a step closer to being commissioned 
into the greatest Army in the world,” Thomson 
said to the Firsties. “One of the things that 
makes our Army so great is the integration of the 
branches … each of your branches has a distinct 
role. Further, every branch is filled with great 
officers, noncommissioned officers and Soldiers 
that share your newfound identity.”

Thomson gave some insight to the selection 
of the branches as well as some statistics.

“The number one cadet in the class chose 
engineers,” Thomson announced.  “Interestingly, 
the next to last cadet in the class also received 
engineers.”

After sharing his excitement with the class, 
he introduced Class of 1966 USMA Graduate 
and former Commandant of Cadets, retired Lt. 
Gen. Freddy E. McFerren.

“This is an important night not only for you, 
but for the Army,” McFerren said.  

McFerren told the cadets that their future 
schooling and assignments would be dictated 
by their branches. More importantly, these 
branches would offer them the proper training 
and resources to be the best leaders in the world.

“I’m excited about your branches,” 
McFerren said. “But I’m more excited about, 

in the near future, you will be leading, teaching, 
coaching and mentoring our nation’s most 
important resource—the young men and women 
of the armed forces.”

McFerren received a standing ovation from 
the cadets as he finished his speech, increasing 
the enthusiasm amongst the crowd.

Finally, it was time.
Tactical Command Teams handed out 

envelopes one by one, but made sure the letters 
remained sealed.

The eagerness built while looks of 
uncertainty were transparent through the faces 
of each cadet.  Many held their envelopes to the 
light to see if they can catch a glimpse of the 
shadow of the emblem pinned inside.  

“It’s cross something!” A cadet proclaimed 
as he felt the insignia inside his envelope, 
hopeful for an arms branch.

Cadets chanted, “Open it! Open it!” as the 
echo surrounded the theatre. 

“2016!” 
The class got quiet. 
 “Open your envelopes!”
Cadets ripped open their packages.
Screams, laughs and sighs of relief waved 

through the theatre as their destinies had finally 
been decided.  

Cadets rejoiced and hugged their friends 
and fellow company mates. The happiness in 
the room was contagious.  

After celebrating and taking pictures with 
branch buddies, cadets proudly sang the Army 
Song, a symbol which shows that, although there 
are 17 branches, there is one Army.

Cadets exited the auditorium to call their 
loved ones and meet their Branch representatives.

“I’m so excited, I started crying when I 
opened the envelope,” Lashondra Maddox of 
company B-3 said as she proudly sported her 
Air Defense cap. “I have been talking with a lot 
of people who are in the Air Defense branch, at 
first I wanted to branch Military Intelligence, 
but talking with people from Air Defense kind 
of changed my decision later on and it was this 
year I decided to switch.”

Thomson credits this to the academy’s 
branch education and mentorship program.  
Forty-one percent of cadets changed their top 
choice for branch preference in the past year.

In his speech, Thomson commended the 
cadets for “Embracing the talent management 
approach and for choosing branches that 
maximize (their) potential to our great Army.”

It’s a relief to know cadets have been 
educated about their branches, but especially 
that they are enthusiastic about them.

 “I called my mom, my dad and my 
girlfriend,” said Cedrik Bell of Company I-2.  
Bell, who had a good feeling he would get Field 
Artillery, was really hoping for a Signal Corps 
branch detail. 

He got it.
“It’s what you work for your whole time 

here,” Bell said.  “I was really looking forward 
to it, it’s kind of like Christmas.” 

As one weight is lifted, another remains.  
Cadets will find out where they will be living 
and using their branch skills on Post Night, 
Jan. 28, 2016.



4 December 3, 2015 Pointer View  

C o m m a n d a n t 
r e c o g n i z e s 
c i v i l i a n s  f o r 
years of service
Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. John C. 
Thomson III presented Civilian Service awards 
during the USCC Town Hall meeting at Washington 
Hall Nov. 13. Civilian employees were honored 
with awards for five, 10, 15, 20, 25 and 30 years of 
service.  A combined total of 305 years of service 
was recognized between all the civilians awarded.
PhotoS by anthony battiSta/DPtMS ViD (aboVe) anD Michelle 
eberhart/PV (left)



5December 3, 2015Pointer View  IN FOCUS: CADET CLUB ACTIVITIES

Bowling: The Army West Point Bowling team traveled to Farmingdale, New York Nov. 22 
to participate in the third and final EIBC match of the year. 

For the first time ever, the team fielded three full teams, the Army Men’s A and B teams and 
the Army Women’s A team. 

A tournament highlight for the Men’s B team was its head-to-head match against Molloy 
College where Army West Point scored a perfect 8-0. 

Special recognition goes to Class of 2019 Cadet Pieter Honig whose performance at the 
beginning of the day moved him from the Men’s B team to the A team. 

Jewish Chapel Squad: An annual weekend event with members of the Jewish Chapel 
Squads from the Army, Naval, Air Force, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine Academies as well 

2015-16 Cadet Club Activities as students from Texas A&M and local colleges gathered to discuss Judaism as it relates to their 
military service. 

Cadets and their guests attended the Army Football game at Michie Stadium Nov. 14 versus 
Tulane. 

The event started Nov. 13 with Shabbat Services and a speech by retired Col. Woody Goldberg, 
the senior civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army. Over 200 congregants gathered to welcome 
the cadets and students at the Jewish Chapel. 

Combat Weapons Team: The West Point Combat Weapons Team participated in a regional, 
friendly rifle competition at the Topton Fish and Game Association Rifle Match in Mertztown, 
Pennsylvania Nov. 15.

Three cadets, the OIC, team coach and a team instructor set their sites against 64 other 
competitors. After six grueling stages, Coach Gary Salman placed sixth overall and Class of 
2017 Cadet Tyler Rose placed 21st out of 71 participants. Regardless of placement, all teammates 
worked tirelessly to improve their confidence and competency in the employment of small arms.
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Boy Scout William Svoboda (fifth from the left) organized and led the renovation project, with the help of West Point’s 
Boy Scout Troop 23, to renovate the Lee Housing Area Picnic Pavilion and Trail, located off of Lee Road approximately 
50 meters from Lee Gate.                              coUrteSy PhotoS

Eagle Scout Project refurbishes Lee Housing Picnic Area
By Thomas B. Hamilton III
West Point Garrison PAO

William Svoboda, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 23, demonstrated his leadership qualities 
by taking on the mission of refurbishing and 
rejuvenating the Lee Housing Area picnic area, 
pavilions and trails on U.S. Army Garrison West 
Point for his Eagle Scout Service Project.

The picnic area, about 50 meters from Lee 
gate on West Point, needed to be renovated as it  
became rundown and marked up with graffiti. 
The Eagle Scout Project took place over several 
weekends from September-November.

Svoboda led members of Boy Scout Troop 
23, volunteers from the West Point community, 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point Cadets 
from Company G-3 and members of the USAG 
West Point Department of Public Works in 
restoring the Lee picnic area trails by removing 
debris and trash, trimming overgrown brush and 
branches and providing a new gravel bedding 
and trail logs. 

He also showed his resource conservation 
skills and ingenuity by using the overgrown 
brush and branches as fresh mulch for landscape 
beautification.

Svoboda also directed the repairing, 
replacing and staining of the wood logs of 
the existing picnic area pavilions, replacing 
the worn out picnic tables with new ones and 
revitalizing the barbeque grills.

On Nov. 8, a volunteer appreciation picnic 
and grill was held to say thank you to all the 
participants. 

The USAG West Point Commander, Col. 
Landy Dunham, and Garrison Command Sgt. 
Maj., Command Sgt. Maj. Joel Crawford, 
showed up to help out as grill masters, and to 
personally say thank you to William Svoboda 
for his leadership and to all those involved for 
their hard work in creating an excellent place for 

William Svoboda and Boy Scout Troop 23 conducted an Eagle Scout project to 
renovate the Lee Housing Area Picnic Pavilion and Trail that included support 
from Company G-3 as well as West Point community members. The  project 
included the renovation of the two rustic log pavilions, which had become 
neglected and filled with graffiti. New picnic tables and signage at the trailhead 
were added to publicize its location. The trail rejuvenation also included gravel 
placement and wood chipping by the DPW grounds maintenance.

members of the community to relax and enjoy 
the beautiful West Point area.

Svoboda, after completion of this project, 
must go through another board process to 
receive the rank of Eagle Scout. This will 
happen in the spring of 2016. 

William would like to thank Lt. Col. Brett 
Ayvazian, an Eagle Project adult mentor for 
Troop 23, for his guidance and mentorship. 

This project was generously supported by a 
grant from the West Point Spouses Club and is 
now ready to be enjoyed and used by the USAG 
West Point community.
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By Luke Pagan
DPTMS Antiterrorism Specialist

Army-Navy Week at West Point is Monday-
Dec. 12, and various cadet activities will involve 
the implementation of force protection measures 
that include the following:  

• Monday and Tuesday (March-on 
Rehearsal)—Traffic along Washington Road 
in front of the Superintendent’s Quarters and 
along Ruger Road leading to Shea Stadium will 
be blocked in order to support the movement 

Army-Navy Week force protection message
of cadet formations marching to the stadium. 
Traffic will be blocked in the vicinity of Shea 
throughout the rehearsal for both days, 4-6:30 
p.m.  Anyone who parks in the Eisenhower Hall 
parking lots and/or around Building 667A may 
experience a temporary delay of exiting these 
areas on or about 4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  

• Wednesday (Goat-Engineer Games/
Bonfire)—The Goat-Engineer Football games 
will take place at Daly field. The women’s game 

begins at 5:55 p.m. while the men’s game will 
commence at 7:30 p.m.  

Take caution leaving Clinton Lot after 5 p.m. 
as cadets start to funnel into the immediate area.

• Dec. 10 (Army Team Send Off)—The 
Army team send off will commence at 7 a.m. A 
police escort will be facilitated along with the 
send off for safety and security reasons.

• Dec. 11 (Bus Staging)—Clinton Lot 
and Thayer extension will be blocked on/about 

4 p.m. Dec. 11 for the purpose of staging the 
buses that are transporting cadets to Philadelphia 
the next day.

As always, we ask that everyone, Soldiers, 
civilian employees, family members and 
contractors, remain vigilant and aware of their 
surroundings and to report any suspicious 
activities to the Military Police Desk at 938-
3333. If you See Something, Hear Something, 
Say Something!

Army-Navy Team Send Off Dec. 10
• 7 a.m.—Army West Point Football head coach Jeff Monken, team captains and first captain make remarks on 

the Washington Hall Apron. Community members can line Washington Road to Fort Clinton, while staff and faculty 
can line the road from Lincoln Hall to Thayer Hall.

• 7:05 a.m.—The Army West Point Football team moves through the cordon.
• 7:15 a.m.—Team busses depart from Jefferson Road in front of Quarters 100 and 101. The busses will continue 

by the lines along Washington and Thayer Roads as they head toward Thayer Gate.
• 7:30 a.m.—Team busses enter Highland Falls onto Main Street through the town. The busses will continue to 

9W South along Main Street to Philadelphia.

“It’s On Us” 
at USMA

The U.S. Military Academy Corps of 
Cadets continued its commitment 
to the “It’s On Us” campaign at 
Michie Stadium Nov. 21 by joining 
together in the effort to prevent 
sexual assault by showing off 
“It’s On Us” T-shirts in a show of 
solidarity (left). After President 
Barack Obama and Vice President 
Joe Biden initiated the campaign 
on Sept. 19, 2014, and asked for 
men and women across America 
to make a personal commitment to 
step off the sidelines and be part 
of the solution to campus sexual 
assault—that’s just what the cadets 
at West Point did. The creation 
of a designated leader position 
with the responsibility to take on 
this challenge was established. 
USMA’s Cadets Against Sexual 
Harassment and Assault Committee 
is made up of 43 cadets. CASH/A 
is a grassroots program, now 
in existence for two years, that 
encourages cadets and all members 
of campus communities to prevent 
sexual assault by seeing it as their 
responsibility to do something to 
prevent it.      Photo by eric S. bartelt/PV
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Brigade Championships: The Final Tally
Company E-2 takes Flag Football championship, while Co. H-4 earns Functional Fitness crown

Company E-2 Brew Dawgs took the Brigade Flag Football Championship over the Company I-3 Ice Nov. 17 at Daly Field.                Photo by Dan fUrlong/DPe

A member of Company G-2 manuevers through an obstacle during 
a dummy carry in the course of the Brigade Functional Fitness 
Championship. G-2 Gators finished in second place behind champion, 
Company H-4 Hogs.           Photo by eric S. bartelt/PV

Members of Company H-4 Hogs hold up a trophy after winning the Brigade Functional 
Fitness Championship Nov. 18 at Daly Field. H-4 members included Cadets Andrew 
Decoteau, Austin Willard, Hyun Seuk Kim, Etinne Malliette and Gregory Streck. 
Functional Fitness involved three rounds for time in events including the slam ball toss 
over a pull-up bar, toes to pull-up bar, dummy carry and prowler push/pull, and log lifts 
and tire deadlift. Co. H-4 completed the course in 22:39.       Photo by eric S. bartelt/PV
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FEATURED ITEMS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Gift Shoppe openings in December

The West Point Spouses’ Club has a wonderful Gift 
Shoppe with West Point and military-themed gifts, crafts and 
memorabilia, perfect for friends, family and colleagues. 

The Gift Shoppe is open the following dates and hours in 
December:

• Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.;
• Wednesday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
• Dec. 16, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
The Gift Shoppe is inside Bldg. 695 (formally the ITR office), 

located in the parking lot behind the West Point Cemetery.  
For details, contact Julie Horton at 446-2950.

West Point Wreaths Across America volunteers needed
The sixth annual West Point Wreaths Across America is 

scheduled for 1:30 p.m. Saturday at the West Point Cemetery.
Prior to the event at 10 a.m., volunteers are needed to unpack 

the wreaths at the cemetery.
To donate wreaths, visit www.wreathsacrossamerica.org 

and go to PA-0015 (the West Point code) in the “3 for 2” Program.
For details, contact Jackie McNally at mcnally22@verizon.

net.

Lighting of the Hanukkah candles
The Lighting of the Hanukkah candles is scheduled for 6:30 

p.m. Wednesday at the West Point Jewish Chapel, 750 Merritt 
Road. If you plan to attend, RSVP to max.maxfield@usma.edu.

#BEATNAVY Tailgate
Come rock the Black and Gold at the West Point Association 

of Graduate’s #BEATNAVY Tailgate Dec. 12 in Philadelphia 
before the Army-Navy game. 

Registration is now open for the largest tailgate event of the 
year. Visit www.westpointaog.org/GoArmyBeatNavy to see 
all the details and to register online.

Federal Benefits Open Season
The 2016 Federal Benefits Open Season for appropriated 

fund employees runs through Dec. 14. 
For details on appropriated fund employees, contact Melissa 

Hernandez at 938-3217 or email Melissa.Hernandez@usma.edu, 
or Hannah Decker at 938-0421 or Hannah.Decker@usma.edu.

There are significant increases in plan costs and the Office 
of Personnel Management has implemented a new enrollment 
type, Self + One for the 2016 Federal Benefits.

Power Outage Dec. 19
The DPW Electric Shop will repair an electrical feeder Dec. 

19. This work will require a power outage from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS
Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. 

Service members are required to begin the SFL-TAP no later 
than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule dates are:
• Monday-Dec. 11;
• Jan. 4-8.
Registration is required. 
Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 

for more details.

FAST Class
Raise your GT score with the Functional Academic Skills 

Training (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway), from Jan. 11-Feb. 3. 

The class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday.
Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-

5389 for an enrollment form. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

Employee Assistance Program
West Point Garrison offers an Employee Assistance Program 

that is a free and confidential counseling for civilians, family 
members and retirees.

The program offers services from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Friday. The EAP is located at 656 Eichelberger Road.

For details, call 938-1039.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams.

Most tests are free of charge to Soldiers.
Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.

wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

for the following buildings: 652, 654, 656, 662, 664, 670, 684, 
717, 910, Howze Field and Quarters 25-50.

For details, contact Kim Meints, the project manager, at 
938-3092/4132.

Chapel watch-care providers
Bids are being accepted for FY16 to provide child-care 

services in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious 
Education Programs. 

Tasks also include the set-up and recovery of the watch-care 
space, the sanitization of all toys and other items following each 
activity, and the providing of authorized snacks, food and drinks 
to the children. 

Must be over 18 and commit to and pass a federal background 
check. 

Contact Sgt. 1st Class Michael Nichols at 845-938-5893 or 
email Michael.Nichols@usma.edu. 

West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club

The West Point Chapter of Excellence Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club has SAMC monthly meetings on the first Tuesday 
of every month.

The SAMC monthly meeting takes place at Washington Hall 
Room 4101. 

The club is about improving tomorrow’s Army, its Soldiers, 
the installation and the local community through commitment, 
caring, mentoring, teaching and training.

For details, contact SMAC President Sgt. 1st Class Thomas 
Robinson at 254-768-8414 or Vice President Stuart Sword at 
757-816-0256.

Community

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Meet a Talking Crow at the Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum’s Wildlife Education Center

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents “Meet 
the Crow!” at the Museum’s Wildlife Education Center, 25 
Boulevard, Cornwall-on-Hudson, at 1 and 2:30 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. Visitors will learn about these captivating birds. 
Then meet the museum’s talkative resident “Edgar Allan Crow.” 

There is a minimal fee for this event. For details, visit hhnm.
org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Trophy flags from the end of the American Revolution 
on exhibit at the West Point Museum

Congress, in grateful recognition of the invaluable services 
of Gen. George Washington during the American Revolution, 
presented him with the first British flag captured in 1775 and one 
of the last surrendered flags from Yorktown in 1781. 

These flags descended to Washington’s step-grandson and 
adopted son, George Washington Parke Custis. Custis, the father-
in-law of Robert E. Lee, maintained the flags and other relics of 
his stepfather in his estate in Arlington, Virginia. Custis called 
the flags the “Alpha and Omega” of the war. 

The “Alpha and Omega” will be on display at the West Point 
Museum for two years before being returned to “rest” until their 
next exhibition. All are invited to view these important relics 
before the closing of the exhibit in 2017.       

The West Point Museum is open at no charge, seven days 
a week, from 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. For details, call 938-3590 
or visit the Museum on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WestPointMuseum. 

Grace Baptist Church of Highland Falls
The West Point family is invited to attend any and all services 

at the Grace Baptist Church, located at 54 Old State Road, in 
Highland Falls. 

The church holds services on Sunday morning (Sunday 
School for all ages at 9:45 a.m.; Worship Service at 11 a.m.), 
Sunday evening (6 p.m.) and Wednesday evening (7 p.m.), as 
well as seasonal Bible studies for men, ladies and college-aged 
young people. For details, visit www.gracebaptistny.org.

Army West Point Athletics Gift Shop sale
The Army West Point Athletics Gift Shop at the Visitors 

Center is having a 30 percent off sale 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Dec. 
10-11.

There will also be a limited selection and variety offered 
at the Exchange 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Dec. 10-11. All sales are 
final with no additional discounts. Also note the following:

• Does not include sale or clearance items;
• Shipping not available;
• In store stock only;
• Sale not available at www.GoARMYWESTPOINT.

com or through mail order;
• Not valid on previous purchases;
• Items cannot be held prior to the sale;
• May exclude some items;
• Some exceptions apply.
Come early for best selection.
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FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT
Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony

Join MWR at 6 p.m. Monday at Daly Field as the 
community lights the West Point Holiday Tree. Santa and 
refreshments will follow at the West Point Club. 

Performances by Academy Brass Quintet of the USMA 
Band, Cadel Chapel Community Choir, Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts. 

For details, call 938-4690.

Wee Ones and We Read Winter programs
The Family Advocacy Program has your winter Wee Ones 

and Wee Read dates scheduled.  
Wee Ones will meet Mondays—9:30-11 a.m. Monday and 

Dec. 14 and Jan. 4, 11 and 25 at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500. 
Wee Read will meet Thursdays—9-10 a.m. today and Dec. 17 and 
Jan. 7 and 21 at the ACS Resiliency Center, Bldg. 626, second 
fl oor (pre-registration required).  

For details, contact Shelley Ariosto at 938-3369 or Lisa 
Pokorny at 938-0629.

PAWS for Kids
The Exceptional Family Member Program presents the 

American Red Cross PAWS for KIDS.
The next session is scheduled for 3:30-5 p.m. Tuesday at ACS.
For details, call 938-5655 or Josephine.toohey@usma.edu.

Community Skate Hours
During December, the hours of operation for the community 

skate is 3:30-5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13, 20 and 27 at Tate Rink in 
the Hollender Center. 

Admission is free, but patrons must provide their own skates.  
For updates or changes to the schedule, call 938-2991.  

Project Angel Tree
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers, Army Community 

Service and the Exchange present the annual Project Angel Tree 
at the Exchange through Tuesday.  

Pick a decoration with the age and gender of a West Point 
child and purchase an age appropriate gift or wrapping paper.  

Put the unwrapped gift and the decoration from the tree in 
the box and make a child’s Christmas morning special.  

For details, call 938-5839.

December Spin Classes
Get in the holiday spirit with Lois and spin. The following 

dates/times for classes are:
• Dec. 11—Army/Navy Relay Ride, 5:40 a.m.;
• Dec. 13—Sleigh Ride Spin, 12:30 p.m.;
• Dec. 16—Reindeer Ride (Free Antlers), 9 a.m.;
• Dec. 23—Sleigh Ride Spin, 9 a.m.
For details, call 845-938-6490.

Army-Navy Boarding Special
Get three nights of boarding for the price of two at Morgan 

Farm during Army-Navy Weekend.  
Drop off on Dec. 11 and pick up on Dec. 14. Dog grooming 

is also available by appointment. Reservations are accepted 8 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Monday-Friday by calling 938-3926.

Fine Arts Festival 
Join Youth Services for its 13th annual Fine Arts Festival 

from 3-6 p.m. Jan. 8. MWR is looking for submissions in the 
following categories: monochromatic drawing, multi-colored 
drawing, pastel, oil/acrylic, watercolor, printmaking, collage, 
mixed media, sculpture and group project. 

All submissions are due at the Youth Center by Jan. 3.  
For details, call 845-938-3727.

Bridal Show
Spend the afternoon in Bridal Bliss for the Bridal Show at 

the West Point Club from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Jan. 10. 
The Grand Ballroom will be fi lled with all the vendors you 

need to make your day perfect.  
For details, call 845-446-5504.

FOR THE YOUTHS

Spin Express
Revolutionize your evenings and spin! A 45-minute Spin class 

is scheduled at 7 p.m. today and Dec. 17 at the MWR Fitness 
Center. For details, call 938-6490. 

Arts & Crafts December class schedule
• Tuesday—Pint Sized Picasso, 10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 

p.m. Still Life, classes are for grades K-5.
• Tuesday—Paint & Wine a Bit, “Winter Sky,” 5-7 p.m. Grab 

a snack and a beverage and join us for a relaxed evening of art 
instruction and fun. Paint on a 16x20 canvas.

There is a minimal fee for the above class. For details and to 
register, call 938-4812.

Holiday Shopping in New York City with LTS
Join Leisure Travel Services from 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Sunday for holiday shopping in New York City. Enjoy holiday 
shopping at its fi nest. Stroll down 5th Avenue with all its holiday 
décor and excitement.

There is a minimal fee for this trip and event. For details, 
call LTS at 938-3601.

BOSS Ski Trip
Join BOSS for its annual trip to Smuggler’s Notch Resort 

from Jan. 15-18. Vans will leave the BSP at 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Jan. 15. There is a fee for each BOSS Soldier and their guest.

A nonrefundable deposit (and a DA31 for Soldiers) is due 
by Dec. 15 to reserve your spot. Complete payment is due no 
later than Jan. 6.

There is free ice skating and tubing the hill. For details, call 
Rachel Trujillo at 845-608-7900 or Courtney Chidgey at 845-
938-6497.

U.S. Army Digital Photo Contest
The U.S. Army Digital Photo Contest has two divisions—

active duty military and other eligible participants.
Categories include Animals, Design Elements, Digital 

Darkroom, Military Life, Still Life, People, Nature and 
Landscapes.  

For details, call 845-938-4812. The contest submissions is 
open until Dec. 31. To submit your entry, visit at https://cloud.
mwr.army.mill/apptrac. 

Volunteer Ski & Snowboard instructors needed 
(updated)

The Victor Constant Ski Area is looking for Ski and 
Snowboard instructors for the upcoming season. 

Our weekend lessons are scheduled on Saturday and Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m and 11 a.m. and run for one hour each.  

The mid-week lessons are a series of eight lessons given 
during a four-week period from 6:15-7:15 p.m. twice a week, 
either Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday starting the 
week of Jan. 11. Instructor training will run from Jan. 7-10. 

We welcome new instructors who are ASIA trained, PSIA/
AASI certifi ed or brand new. 

All instructors who volunteer will receive season passes, free 
training, in-season clinics and access to ski at West Point during 
operating hours.  

For details, call (845) 938-8623 or ODRWPMWR@usma.edu. 

FOR THE FAMILIES

Trees for Troops
Live Christmas trees will be delivered to West Point today 

at Army Community Service, Bldg. 622, in the rear parking lot.  
Military members (active duty personnel, retired military 

personnel, ARNG and Reserve personnel and their family 
members) are eligible to receive a free tree. 

Trees will be distributed on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis 
and military ID must be shown when picking up a tree. The limit 
is one tree per family. 

Follow the West Point ACS Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/westpointarmycommunityservice for details 
about what time trees will be available today.

EFMP Families: Family Fun Night Series
Join us at ACS, Bldg. 622, from 3:30-5 p.m Dec. 10 for our 

Family Fun Night Series event, ACS Holiday Social.
Join Santa, ACS and the entire community for some punch, 

cookies and holiday spirit. Bring the whole family to each event.  
Contact Josephine Toohey or Anne Marshall at 938-

5655/0232.

ACS Holiday Reception
Army Community Service is offering a community Holiday 

Reception at 3:30 p.m. Dec. 10 at ACS, Bldg. 622.  
Santa will be available for photos and refreshments will be 

served. RSVP by Dec. 7 to Kathryn.seymour@usma.edu or call 
938-3487.

Ski and Snowboard lesson registration 
• Dec. 14—Active duty only;
• Dec. 15—All others eligible.
Lessons are for ages 4 to adults from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-

Friday. Registration is in person only at the Victor Constant Ski 
Area.

THE BAND AT IKE HALL
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West Point Band presents 
“A West Point Holiday”

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Dec. 10
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 3-10
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Do something amazing, become a 
West Point blood donor 

The Army value of “Selfl ess Service” 
means Soldiers endure and sacrifi ce despite 
obstacles and challenges placed in front of 
them. 

Today’s Soldiers serve a greater purpose 
and sacrifi ce every day for love of country, 
family, fellow service members and freedom. 

This January, the Armed Services Blood 
Program is encouraging cadets and the 
community of the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point to save lives through “Selfl ess 
Service” by donating blood. 

In a perfect world, people are never sick, 
accidents never happen and violence  does not 
exist. However, the world we live in, the need 
for blood donations to save lives is constant.  

For most people in need of blood, by 
the time it is needed, it is too late to look 
for donors. For this reason, the simple act of 
giving blood is a easy way to save lives. 

As part of the tri-service ASBP, the 
Army Blood Program is responsible for 
providing, from its own resources, the blood 
requirements for all patients receiving care 
in its military treatment facilities worldwide. 

The ability to continually support 
deployed troops and military communities at 
home is a testament to the dedication of past 
West Point blood donors.

In preparation for the January 2016 Blood 
Drive, a kickoff event will be held at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday at the West Point Education 
Center. 

The Blood Drive will take place at 
Eisenhower Hall from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Jan. 
11-13 and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 14. All donors 
will receive a long-sleeve ASBP T-shirt. 

grades fi fth through eighth are invited to make 
Snowman Soup from 4-5 p.m. Tuesday at 132 
Bartlett Loop. All ingredients are supplied to 
make a Snowman soup in a mug. 

Parents please register at jgellman@
bbcgrp.com by Monday.

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and 
then drop it in BBC’s very special North 
Pole mailbox at 132 Bartlett Loop by Dec. 
17 for a guaranteed delivery to Santa before 
Christmas. 

• Holiday Cookie Exchange: National 
Cookie Day is Friday. Join Balfour Beatty 
Communities at 132 Bartlett Loop at 10 a.m. 
for a Holiday Cookie Exchange. 

If everyone makes two dozen cookies 
each, then they’ll be split up into holiday 
tins and you will go home with two dozen 
holiday cookies. 

Bring the recipe to share. To register, 
e-mail to jgellman@bbcgrp.com by today. 

• Making Snowman Soup: Children in 

LifeWorks

Friday—The Good Dinosaur (First Run), PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
s h o p m y e x c h a n g e . c o m / r e e l - t i m e - t h e a t r e s / We s t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

• USMA SARC Program Manager, Samantha Ross—call 938-0508;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 845-938-5657 or email dan.toohey@usma.edu;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Damon Torres—call 845-938-7479 or email damon.torres@usma.
edu;
• KACH SARC, Dr. Scotti Veale—call 845-938-4150 or email scotti.l.veale.civ@mail.mil;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—call 845-938-1950 or email stephanie.marsh@
usma.edu;
• USCC Victim’s Advocate, Kerry Dunham—call 845-938-3532 or email kerry.dunham@
usma.edu;
• KACH Victim’s Advocate, Staff Sgt. Shannon Brabson—call 845-938-3176.

SHARP Resources

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Submitted by the West Point Band

The West Point Band will present “A West 
Point Holiday” at 6 p.m. Saturday and 1:30 p.m. 
Sunday at Eisenhower Hall Theatre. 

Ring in the holidays with this Hudson 
Valley tradition of festive holiday favorites 
performed by the talented vocalists and 
instrumentalists of the West Point Band. 

Join us for pre-concert entertainment in the 
lobby as Master Sgt. MaryKay Messenger sings 
along with the West Poin t Steel Band. 

This concert is free and open to all. 
Each year, the West Point Band brings the 

holidays to the Hudson Valley with this family-
friendly production featuring world-class music 
in a variety of styles. 

Bring your family and friends to celebrate 
the season with this spectacular performance 
featuring the vocal talents of Messenger, Sgt. 
1st Class Carla Loy Song, and Staff Sgts. 
Jeremy Gaynor and Emily McAleesejergins. 

You’ll hear festive arrangements of your 
favorite holiday songs, including everything 
from a funky Motown version of “Up on the 
Housetop” to a country hoedown rendition of 

“No Place Like Home for the Holidays” to a 
peaceful and subdued “White Christmas.” 

As always, the performance will conclude 
with a visit from Santa Claus.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found 
by following us on Facebook, YouTube and 
Twitter.

The West Point Band will present “A 
West Point Holiday” at 6 p.m. Saturday 
and 1:30 p.m. Sunday at Eisenhower 
Hall Theatre.      coUrteSy Photo
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Saturday

8 a.m.—rifle vS. vmi, tronSrue 
markSmanShip Center.

Saturday

10 a.m.—men’S and Women’S traCk 
and field, CroWell invitational, 
GilliS field houSe.

Saturday

3 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. 
alBany, ChriStl arena.

Saturday

7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vS. SaCred 
heart, tate rink.

deC. 19
1 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. 
emerSon, ChriStl arena.

deC. 20
2 p.m.—men’S BaSketBall vS. 
mariSt, ChriStl arena.

deC. 28
4 p.m.—men’S BaSketBall vS. 
monmouth, ChriStl arena.

deC. 29
7:05 p.m.—hoCkey vS. merrimaCk, 
tate rink.

deC. 30
7 p.m.—Women’S BaSketBall vS. 
lehiGh, ChriStl arena.

**to See the upCominG army 
athletiCS SChedule, viSit WWW.
GoarmyWeStpoint.Com/Calendar.
aSpx?vtype=liSt.

Sports calendar
Corps Squad

Balance key to Women’s Basketball’s win over Rider

Senior guard Jean Parker scored a game-high 18 points to help the Army West 
Point Women’s Basketball team defeat Rider, 57-42, Sunday at Christl Arena.
           Photo ProViDeD by arMy athletic coMMUnicationS

Army Hockey forces draw at Canisius
By Matt Faulkner 
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Hockey team erased an early 
two-goal deficit with goals from Taylor Maruya and 
Conor Andrle to earn a 2-2 tie against Canisius Nov. 
28 at the Harborcenter in Buffalo, New York. 

The Black Knights (2-6-4, 1-5-4 AHA) took three 
points this weekend at Canisius. Maruya’s tally was the 
first collegiate goal for the rookie, while Andrle netted 
his second of the year. 

Andrle finished the night with two points on a 
goal and an assist. Goalie Parker Gahagen stopped 20 
shots and settled down after giving up the first two of 
the game. 

The Golden Griffins (3-9-1, 3-4-1 AHA) got goals 
from Jeff Murray and Shane Conacher and Simon 
Hofley made it stand with 24 saves between the pipes.

The Griffs took the first lead late in the first period 
after a long possession in their offensive zone. Canisius 
kept the puck in the zone multiple times and it paid off 
with Murray jamming home a wrap around with 3:36 
left in the period. 

It was Murray’s first of the season with Cameron 
Heath and Josh Kielich adding the assists. 

Canisius added to its lead at the 14:31 mark of 
the second period with Conacher putting home his 

sixth of the season. The Griffs took a deflection off an 
Army stick in their defensive zone and turned it into 
a 3-on-1 rush. 

Ralph Cuddemi started the rush and found Ryan 
Schmelzer with a cross-ice pass. He tried to put it on 
net, but didn’t get good wood on it. However, Conacher 
was there for the cleanup and the 2-0 advantage. 

The Black Knights got on the board with 6:35 
remaining in the middle frame with Maruya tallying 
his first of his career. 

Canisius was dealing with a lot of pressure from 
Army and turned the puck over and Pham ripped the 
loose puck from the slot that Maruya tipped off the iron 
and in to cut the Canisius lead to 2-1. 

Andrle was awarded his eighth assist of the season 
on the play and Pham was credited with his fifth helper.

Army didn’t help itself afterwards as the Black 
Knights took a five-minute major penalty, but Army 
continues to kill off penalties and did once again as 
the team’s went off for the second intermission with 
Canisius leading by a 2-1 score. 

Andrle tied the game at the 11:29 mark of the third 
period with his second goal of the season. He did a 
lot of dirty work behind the net and got the puck out 
to Nick DeCenzo who fired a shot from the high slot. 
Andrle cut in front and redirected the puck past Hofley 
to even the score at 2-2. 

By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

Five players scored at least five points to 
send the Army West Point Women’s basketball 
team to a 57-42 win over Rider Sunday at 
Christl Arena. 

Senior guard Jean Parker finished with a 
game-high 18 points for the Black Knights.

Army, which is receiving votes in the latest 
USA Today Coaches Poll, improves to 4-1 on 
the season, while Rider falls to 2-3.

Parker shot 7-of-12 from the field, including 
4-of-7 from deep, while adding six rebounds and 
a pair of steals. Sunday’s contest was Parker’s 
second straight game hitting four three-pointers 
after she did so at Duke Nov. 22.

Senior guard Kelsey Minato finished with 

11 points and three assists, while sophomore 
Lena’ Hicks contributed eight points and four 
rebounds off the bench. 

Minato raised her career point total to 
1,924 and now needs 18 points to pass Katie 
Macfarlane’s (USMA ’04) academy record of 
1,941 points.

 Senior forward Aimee Oertner scored five 
points to go along with a career-high-tying 12 
rebounds and five assists, and a season-best 
five blocks. 

Freshman Izzy McMahon netted five points 
in a reserve role for the first points of her career.

Yeliz Dogan and Robin Perkins each scored 
in double figures for Rider, with 11 points and 10 
points, respectively, while Julia Duggan notched 
eight points, seven boards and three assists.

“This was a very dysfunctional game in 
some ways,” head coach Dave Magarity said. 
“For us to win by 15 and only shoot around 
36 percent is hard to figure out. I thought our 
offensive boards were really the difference 
in tonight’s game. Jean had a terrific night. 
Her ability to keep the ball alive, along with 
Aimee and Janae McNeal, gave us a lot of 
second-chance opportunities. But we need to be 
able to do a better job at capitalizing on those 
opportunities.

“We certainly didn’t come close to playing 
the way we’re capable of playing, but I’m 
pleased with the way we found a way to win 
this game,” he added.

Parker knocked in both of her first two three-
pointers to give the Black Knights an early 6-2 
lead 1:53 into the contest before a short jumper 
by Minato extended the lead to 8-2 by the 6:56 
mark of the opening period.

Duggan scored four straight points during a 
9-5 run that brought the Broncs back to within 
two, 13-11, with 2:10 remaining in the first 

quarter before Army made 3-of-4 free-throws 
and outscored Rider, 5-4, over the final 1:51 of 
the frame to control an 18-15 advantage at the 
end of one period.

The visitors closed the gap and eventually 
pulled even, following an old-fashioned three-
point play by Perkins and a fast-break lay-up 
by Manon Pellet. Oertner went 1-of-2 at the 
foul line to put Army back up by a point before 
Perkins sank a jumper at the second period’s 
5:54 mark to put Rider back on top, 22-21.

The Black Knights’ post players made three 
straight lay-ups to give the hosts the lead and 
make the score 27-22 with 4:11 to play in the 
opening half, with Oertner hitting two of the 
lay-ins and Hicks accounting for one.

Rider received consecutive lay-ups from 
Dogan to trim its deficit to one, but a three-
pointer from McMahon and a lay-in from 
Minato built Army’s lead to six, 32-26, by 
halftime.

The Broncs made it a four-point game 
with a lay-in 57 seconds into the third quarter 
before Parker buried her third and fourth three-
pointers of the game at the 8:38 and 7:52 marks, 
respectively, to begin a 12-3 run that lasted 
9:34 and left Army with a 44-31 advantage 
with 9:05 remaining in the fourth period. The 
Black Knights kept their possessions alive and 
ended Rider possessions with seven offensive 
rebounds and four steals during the scoring 
stretch.

A lay-up by Dogan ended the 12-3 run 46 
seconds in the fourth quarter and made the score 
44-33 before the Black Knights outscored the 
Broncs, 12-7, over the next 8:10 to extend the 
lead to 14, 56-42. 

Senior Brigette Ocran made one of two free-
throws with 15 ticks on the clock to give Army 
the 15-point win.
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