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Sgt. Christopher Sheldon from 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, instructs rising high school seniors enrolled in the Summer 
Leader Experience on grappling June 4 at Camp Buckner. During the fi rst iteration of SLE, more than 400 students (nearly 900 total after two iterations) thinking 
about college enrolled in SLE to see what it is like being a cadet at West Point. The fi rst group graduated June 5 while the second group fi nishes Friday. See 
Page 3 for story and photos on the Summer Leader Experience.                              Photo by Kathy Eastwood/PV

Grappling with SLE 
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Pointer View  news & Features

Wishing the Army a 
Happy 240th Birthday

By West Point Media Relations

WEST POINT—The U.S. Military 
Academy will conduct a Rehearsal 
Reception Day from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. June 
26 on the academy grounds. 

You can help by volunteering to be a 
cadet for a day. 

Up to 300 members of the community 
are invited to assist the Corps of Cadets in 
preparation for the incoming Class of 2019. 

Part icipants wil l  be given the 
opportunity to experience the initial transformation process from civilian to the military life 
of a new cadet. 

Volunteers must register online at www.usma.edu, on the R-Day Volunteer page at http://
extranet.dean.usma.edu/events/Lists/Rday%20Rehearsal/SignUp.aspx?Source=/events/
Lists/Rday%20Rehearsal/ThankYou.aspx. 

Participants should dress comfortably in proper seasonal attire and bring one piece of 
luggage or a duffel bag marked with your first and last name. Should you have questions after 
you register, call 845-938-8686. 

Participants must be 12 and older, in good health and not be a candidate for the Class of 2019. 
Those attending should enter Thayer or Stony Lonesome gates. Volunteers should be at 

Eisenhower Hall no later than 8:30 a.m. 
Primary parking is at North Dock (within walking distance of Eisenhower Hall). The 

rehearsal begins promptly at 9 a.m. and concludes with lunch in the Cadet Mess Hall. 
Proper identification will be required upon entering academy grounds and all vehicles are 

subject to search.
The Class of 2019 Reception Day will take place June 29.

Be A Cadet For A Day!

By DOD News, Defense Media Activity

WASHINGTON—The U.S. Office of 
Personnel Management announced June 4 
a recent cybersecurity incident affecting its 
systems and data that may have exposed the 
personal information of current and former 
federal civilian employees.

According to a Defense Department 
news release, OPM subsequently notified 
federal government departments and agencies, 
including the DOD.

OPM is notifying approximately 4 million 
individuals whose personally identifiable 
information may have been compromised, the 
release said. 

The notifications were sent beginning 
Monday and will continue through June 19 by 

email and U.S. mail.
OPM will offer affected individuals credit 

monitoring services and identity theft insurance 
through CSID, a company that specializes in 
identity theft protection and fraud resolution, 
the release said. 

This comprehensive, 18-month membership 
includes credit report access, credit monitoring, 
identity theft insurance and recovery services 
and is available immediately at no cost to 
affected individuals identified by OPM. 
Employees whose information was affected 
will receive a notification directly from CSID, 
the release said.

According to the release, DOD employees 
are encouraged to review the OPM news release 
for additional information regarding steps to 
mitigate fraud and identify theft.

DOD notified of OPM 
Cybersecurity incident

Hello West Point community,

In May 1775, the Second Continental 
Congress met in Philadelphia to discuss a 
number of issues, among them, the creation 
of a common army to defend the colonies. 

A month later, on June 14, the Congress 
approved the creation of that army, the 
Continental Army. 

This new force, commanded by Gen. 
George Washington, consisted of about 
27,000 militiamen already gathered 
outside Boston and in New York.

Author T.R. Fehrenbach, in his book 
about the Korean Conflict, “This Kind 
of War,” said “You may fly over a land 
forever, you may bomb it, atomize it, 
pulverize it and wipe it clean of life—but if 
you desire to defend it, protect it and keep 
it for civilization, you must do this on the 
ground, the way the Roman legions did, 
by putting your young men into the mud.” 

For 240 years, the United States Army 
has put men and women “into the mud,” at home and abroad, for the cause of freedom. 

Throughout the course of our nation’s history, amid the conflicts and hardships, generations 
of Americans have risked what the Founders called “their lives, their fortune and their sacred 
honor.” They risked it to defend America’s ideals.

Since our founding in 1802, West Point has had the honored duty of training leaders 
of character who have led our Army through the most difficult of circumstances to defend 
America’s ideals around the world. 

Coincidentally, 2015 marks the 100th anniversary of one of our more famous classes in 
the academy’s history. 

The Class of 1915, also known as “The Class the Stars Fell On,” featured some of the 
greatest leaders in American military history—two five-star generals, Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and Omar Bradley, as well as other notable leaders. 

Thirty-six percent of that class would attain the rank of general, the most of any class in 
West Point history.  

At our recent graduation ceremony, I shared with the graduates that like that famed class 
from a century before, as well as every other class that passed through our gates, they would 
have no idea what history would demand of them, but they would rise to the challenge each 
and every time, responding to the call of duty to stand in the gap between the American people 
and anything that would threaten our values and ideals.

From the very day George Washington took command, our Army has always stood for 
courage, decency and shining hope and we continue to do so. 

Whether active duty, or reserves, or civilian employees or dependents, each of us are a 
critical part of today’s Army.  

Collectively we continue to serve the American people, we uphold our duty to provide for 
their security and we represent all that is great about America and its people.  

Happy Birthday, United States Army!

     Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr.
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Rising high school seniors get taste of West Point
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point Summer Leader Experience 
first iteration from May 30-June 5 had 470 
rising seniors interested in taking the challenge 
they won’t receive at most colleges they 
research or travel to.

The students did just what cadets do—go 
to classes, dine in the Mess Hall, stay in the 
barracks, take orders, march, rise at 5 a.m., 
work out and have one day of military training 
at the various areas like Camp Buckner, Marne, 
Leaders Reaction Course and the Military 
Movement Course. 

They also received and ate the MRE (Meals 
Ready to Eat), but without the heaters for safety 
reasons.

“How can I eat Tacos without heat,” one 
student said. 

“I want to make a complaint, this is against 
the eighth amendment,” joked another.

“It’s not too bad,” another student said. “It 
would be better if it was warmer.”

For the most part, the students had fun, 
enjoyed the activities, including cadence and 
loved peppering the cadets with questions. 

Cadets and Soldiers from Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, home of the 101st Airborne Division 
(Air Assault), taught the students military 
techniques like grappling, military movement 
and going through the obstacle courses.

“The kids are doing great, they’re getting 
through it,” 1st Lt. Stephanie Corder, Fort 
Campbell and commander of the grappling 
pit, said.

Students challenged themselves when 
they tried to walk across a long wooden beam 
without falling, jumped over a large wooden 
obstacle, or an obstacle challenge called island 

jumping, which is jumping from one uneven 
wooden stump to another as fast as you can to 
the other side. 

Then there is the challenge to see how 
fast you can get across the other side on your 
stomach––in the dirt––under a barbed wire. 

“I’m enjoying this a lot,” Matthew Chang, 
from Closter, New Jersey, said. “I like the 
leadership of the cadets. I wanted to go to Texas 
A&M University, but wanted to see what it 
was like in other colleges. I think I like this.”

Another student said he didn’t mind the 
MRE and said it wasn’t too bad, but then he 
has West Point on his mind.

“I always wanted to go to West Point ever 
since I could remember,” “Robert Rielage, 
from Hawaii, said. “But I always wanted to 
fly. I didn’t know that the Army had an aviation 
program at West Point. I heard that to be a flyer 
in the Air Force it is very difficult.”  

Rielage does come from a military family 
and it could be the reason he sees the military 
as a good career choice.

“My parents are very supportive and it 
wasn’t their idea I go,” Rielage said. “Both are 
graduates of the Navy ROTC.”

Just finishing their junior year, high school 
students are beginning to think of college and 
there’s a lot to think about. Will they be able to 
make it in college? What happens if they fail? 
Where should they go?

The Summer Leader Experience Program 
at West Point has been around for nearly 30 
years. It is specifically used to introduce college 
bound students to a completely different 
college experience for one week during the 
summer, generally in late May and early June. 

The students explore the academic, military 
and social life the West Point cadets lead for 
their 47 months here. 

Rising seniors enrolled in the Summer Leader Experience June 4 attempt to walk 
over an obstacle without touching the wood at Camp Buckner. More than 400 
rising high school seniors attended the first iteration of the SLE. The students 
spent a week at West Point, stayed in the barracks, went to classes and labored 
through military exercises just as the cadets do. Nearly 40 percent of students 
who attend SLE at West Point attend West Point after high school.

There will be some intense military and 
athletic training that is fun, challenging 
and safe, yet it is the best way to assess if a 
student is cut out for a challenging military 

life. Something that’s different, something 
challenging and something just a tad more 
difficult than just going from one class to 
another.

More than 400 rising high school students enrolled in the Summer Leader Experience for a weeklong adventure into learning what it is like being a cadet at 
West Point. They slept in the barracks, ate in the mess hall, went to classes and did PT and military exercises from May 30-June 5.
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Honoring Gavin

The annual memorial and wreath laying ceremony honoring the life and achievements of Lt. Gen. 
James M. Gavin, USMA Class of 1929, was held at the West Point Cemetery June 5. Those in attendance 
included members of the Gavin family, 82nd Airborne Division Association members, the West Point 
Military Police Color Guard and West Point leadership. Gavin, the former commander of the 82nd 
Airborne Division during World War II, is best known for his gallantry in airborne and military operations 
during World War II, most notably on D-Day. Photos by Kathy Eastwood/PV (lEft) and daVE brzywczy/UsMa Pao (aboVE)



5June 11, 2015Pointer View  

• West Point SHARP Helpline 24/7 (call or 
text)—845-659-7467;
• USMA SARC, Kerry Dunham (call or text)—
845-938-3532 or 585-319-8936; 
• Keller Army Community Hospital SARC, Dr. 
Scotti Veale—845-938-4150 or 845-476-4712;
• Garrison SARC/Installation Victim Advocate, 
Dan Toohey—845-938-5657 or 914-382-8180;
• USCC SARC, Maj. Mark Moretti—845-938-7479 
or 910-322-2529;
• USMAPS SARC, Dr. Stephanie Marsh—938-1950 
or 732-567-3663.

SHARP Community 
Resources

Black and Gold 
honorees

The Black and Gold Volunteer Recognition Ceremony was held June 4 at the Army Community Service building. The event was hosted by Garrison Commander 
Col. Landy Dunham and Command Sgt. Maj. Joel Crawford. Volunteers receiving the 3rd Quarter Black and Gold Awards were (Front Row: left to right) 
Betsy Benjamin and Carmen Keene. (Second Row: left to right) Roderick Wilson, Kimberly Williams, Jennifer Heckel, Mikyung Bremer, Jean Kemkes, Sgt. 
Amanda Anniballi, Mai Attia, Nikki Thebeau, Sheila Decker and Tonya Rauckhorst. (Back Row: left to right) Lt. Col. Ronald Whittle, Rick Walls, Maj. Liesl 
Himmelberger, Sgt. 1st Class John Walker, Allison Walker, Barbara Murdok, Yo Assam, Patty Bastianelli, Joseph Collery, Lt. Col. Peter Kilner, Jennifer 
Adams, Jackie McNally, Denise Wambeke, Kristin Root, Jenny Phonexayphova and Jen Partridge. The Volunteer for the Quarter was Patty Bastianelli from 
the Daughters of the U.S. Army (DUSA).                         
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Summer Training: Air Assault continues
PICTURE PAGE: SUMMER TRAINING

Cadets and Soldiers from across West 
Point participated in the Air Assault 
training course, ran by instructors 
from the Sabalauski Air Assault 
School, Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 
U.S. Army Air Assault School is a 
10-day course designed to prepare 
Soldiers for insertion, evacuation and 
pathfinder missions that call for the 
use of multipurpose transportation 
and assault helicopters.

(Bottom) Soldiers and cadets in West 
Point Air Assault Course 15-1, get 
prepared and then rappel from the 
34-foot tower during the third and 
final phase of the course June 3. All 
trainees must rappel from the tower, 
successfully hitting all points of 
performance to pass this phase. By 
the end of the rappel phase, trainees 
must complete two rappels from the 
34-foot tower and two rappels from a 
UH-60 Black Hawk, hovering at 70-90 
feet. Photo by sgt. 1st class JErEMy bUnKlEy/
UsMa PUblic affairs officE

(Left) West Point cadets rappel from 
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters during 
the Army Air Assault Course at West 
Point June 3. A mobile training team 
from the Sabalauski Air Assault 
School in Fort Campbell, Kentucky, 
conducted the 10-day course, which 
culminates with a 12-mile ruck march.  
Those who successfully complete the 
course will receive the coveted Army 
Air Assault Badge. Photo by staff sgt. Vito 
t. bryant/UsMa PUblic affairs officE

To see more Air Assault School photos, visit https://www.flickr.com/photos/west_point/sets/72157651325964644.
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Twenty-nine students are now promoted to kindergarten in the fall as they graduated from pre-K June 5 at the Lee Child 
and Youth Services Building. The children sang Yankee Doodle/Grande Ole Flag, the Army Song and the Presidents 
song where they named all the presidents. Strong Beginnings prepares children for kindergarten and getting used 
to a more structured environment and prepares children to be successful when they enter school.

P r e - K 
Graduates

Vincent Montoya receives his 
graduation certificate from Strong 
Beginnings Pre-K June 5. He will 
enter kindergarten next year. Strong 
Beginnings helps to ease children 
into their new roles as elementary 
students. 
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USMA alum promoted 
to brigadier general

Pop See Ko
West Point Elementary School prioritizes health and fitness, and that focus 
was on display during National Sports and Physical Education Week in 
early May. WPES has been honored with a Touchdown Award from the NFL 
Fuel up to Play 60. This focus on fitness trickles down to every part of the 
school day. “Studies show that students that have higher fitness scores do 
better academically,” Joanne Woodworth said. “This year, I wanted to find 
one simple activity that would highlight fitness. That’s why the idea for Pop 
See Ko caught on. I think this particular community exercise was especially 
fun because the idea for Pop See Ko was generated from children in Mrs. 
Treadway’s class.” The idea for Pop See Ko came from the GoNoodle.com, a 
site that helps “channel classroom energy for good.” Pop See Ko is trending 
on Youtube, and provided by GoNoodle, but it is the students themselves 
that bring it to life. Those who attended the culminating outdoor Pop See Ko 
activity saw signature moves developed by all of the grade levels as well as 
teachers, administrators, support staff and parents. The whole school met 
in front of gym at the beginning of the day, and broke out with some dance 
moves particularly popular with the students. It was the culmination of a 
week of brainstorming rhythmic moves, voting on grade level moves and 
individualizing the moves. The grade levels had their own moves in response 
to the Pop See Ko song/chant. “Let’s Pop, Pop what? Pop See Ko!”   
            coUrtEsy Photo

Submitted by U.S. Army Cadet Command

Col. Brian J. Mennes, 1988 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, became Brig. Gen. Mennes 
in a ceremony June 5 in the Pentagon.

Mennes is the deputy commanding general, U.S. Army Cadet Command and Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. He will shortly move on to his next assignment, deputy commanding general for 
Maneuver, 2nd Infantry Division, in Korea.

Mennes graduated from USMA with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
In his 27-year career, he has served through the entire range of leadership and staff positions, from 
platoon leader through brigade commander. 

He has served a total of nine deployments: Panama (Operation Just Cause); the Sinai Desert 
(United Nations Multinational Force); South Korea; and multiple deployments to Afghanistan 
and Iraq.

His professional military education includes Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses; 
Command and General Staff College (where he earned a Masters in Military Art and Science 
degree); the United Kingdom’s Higher Command and Staff Course; and the U.S. Army War College 
fellowship at the Institute of World Politics.

Mennes was promoted by Lt. Gen. James L. Huggins, Jr., whose last assignment was Deputy 
Chief of Staff, G 3-5-7, Headquarters Department of the Army.

The son of Jack and Andrea Mennes of Amherst, New York, Mennes is married to the former 
Kellie Kubiak—like him, a 1984 graduate of Sweet Home High School and 2005 inductee into 
the school’s Sports Hall of Fame. 

The U.S. Army Cadet Command oversees the Army’s senior and Junior ROTC programs. 
It commissions more than 70 percent of the Army’s new officers each year through host ROTC 
programs at 275 host universities and more than 1,000 affiliated programs at other colleges across 
the nation. 

It also oversees one of the nation’s top citizenship and leadership programs through more than 
1,700 Army Junior ROTC programs nationwide.

Col. Brian J. Mennes, 1988 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, became Brig. 
Gen. Mennes in a ceremony June 5 in the Pentagon. Mennes was promoted 
by Lt. Gen. James L. Huggins, Jr., whose last assignment was Deputy Chief of 
Staff, G 3-5-7, Headquarters Department of the Army.               coUrtEsy Photo
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Avoid River Courts during AAS helicopter operations

The Air Assault School Officer-in-Charge, Capt. Nicholas 
Lorusso, is warning the West Point community of the hazards 
associated with helicopter operations occurring in the vicinity of 
the River Courts at South Dock.

Helicopter operations pose a significant hazard to bystanders 
in the form of flying debris generated by the helicopter rotor wash.    

The West Point Community should keep away from the River 
Courts during the dates and times listed below.  

River Courts AAS helicopter operations dates are:
• Friday—noon-3 p.m.;
• Saturday—noon-3 p.m.;
• Tuesday—noon-3 p.m.;
• Wednesday—noon-3 p.m.;
• June 20—noon-3 p.m.;
• June 24—noon-3 p.m.

Gift Shoppe openings for June 
The West Point Spouses’ Club has a wonderful Gift 

Shoppe with West Point and military-themed gifts, crafts and 
memorabilia, perfect for friends, family and colleagues. 

Come check out its in-stock curtains during regular store 
hours as well.

The Gift Shoppe is inside Bldg. 695 (formally the ITR office), 
located in the parking lot behind the West Point Cemetery.

The Gift Shoppe will be closed Wednesday and June 24 and 
all Wednesdays in July and August.  

The Gift Shoppe is open by appointment during the summer.  
For details, contact Julie Horton at 446-2950.

Garrison Awards and Retirement Ceremony
The next U. S. Army Garrison Awards and Retirement 

Ceremony is scheduled for June 26 at the West Point Club, 
Grand Ballroom. 

The rehearsal is mandatory for all awardees and will start at 
12:30 p.m. The ceremony will commence at 1:30 p.m.  

Refreshments and cake will be served after the ceremony 
for everyone. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Camp Buckner and Natural Bridge grounds closed
Camp Buckner and Camp Natural Bridge’s grounds, 

including their beaches, banks, picnic and recreation areas, 
are closed to all civilians, military personnel and their family 
members until Aug. 11, unless they are specifically assigned 
to or supporting Cadet Summer Training.  

The Lake Popolopen boat launch parking lot and the 
lake itself are open only to boaters with a valid boating 
authorization pass from Round Pond.

Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops 

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. Service members are required to begin 
the SFL-TAP no later than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule dates are:
• June 22-26 (Executive/Retirement Level);
• July 13-17;
• July 27-31 (Executive/Retirement Level);

Museum at Bethel Woods offers free admission to 
military

Bethel Woods Center for the Arts announced it will again take 
part in Blue Star Museums, a collaboration among the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families and the Department 
of Defense to offer free admission to the nation’s active duty 
military personnel, including National Guard and Reserve and 

• Aug. 10-14;
• Sept. 14-18;
Registration is required. 
Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 

for more details.

SFL-TAP Financial Planning Seminar
Soldier For Life–Transition Assistance Program financial 

seminars take place at Bldg. 626, Swift Road, 2nd Floor 
Conference Room.

Two future seminars in June and July include:
• 20 Tips for Becoming a Smart Investor, 2:30-4 p.m. 

Tuesday.
The focus of this seminar is to discuss how investing fits into 

an overall financial plan. Sheri Conklin will provide information 
about investing and investing concepts. 

There will be talk about general strategies for investing and 
discuss ways to become a well-informed investor.

• Mutual Funds: Eight Rules to Follow When Choosing a 
Fund, 2:30-4 p.m. July 9.

Mutual funds are like people, they come in all sizes, shapes 
and personalities. There will be discussions about the different 
kinds of mutual funds and the eight rules to follow when choosing 
a fund.

To register, call Conklin at 845-938-0631 or email her at 
Sheryl.conklin@usma.edu.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. 

Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams. Most 
tests are free of charge to Soldiers.

Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Community
their families, through Labor Day in 2015.

The free admission program is available to any bearer of a 
common access card (CAC), a DD Form 1173 ID card (dependent 
ID), or a DD Form 1173-1 ID card, which includes active duty 
U.S. military as well as members of the National Guard and 
Reserve, U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, 
NOAA Commissioned Corps—and up to five family members.

In addition to its main exhibit, beginning today, Bethel Woods 
will present THREADS: Connecting ‘60s & Modern Rockwear. 
This exhibit will feature vintage and current rock fashions from 
Andy Hilfiger’s personal collection consisting of more than 40 
outfits.

The Museum’s summer hours are 10 a.m.-7 p.m. every day 
through Sept. 7.

Boscobel’s annual Turtle Walk
Did you know the snapping turtle is New York State’s 

official reptile? About 1,200 of them live in the Constitution 
Marsh Audubon Center and Sanctuary, located just below 
Boscobel House & Gardens. 

Boscobel will host its 21st annual Snapping Turtle Walk 
at 7:30 a.m. Saturday. Members of the Constitution Marsh 
staff will be on hand to discuss the habits and history of these 
specimens. There is an admission. Complimentary coffee and 
doughnuts will be available. 

Purchase tickets online at Boscobel.org or at the door. For 
details, visit Boscobel.org or call 845-265-3638.

Go Fishin’ with the Nature Museum
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum is offering “Let’s 

Go Fishin’” at the Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center, on 
Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall, 8:30-
10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Join environmental educator Carl Heitmuller for a morning 
of fresh air and sunshine. Bring your family and fishing rod to 
learn safety and casting techniques of rod and reel. 

After the program, participants can fish in Goose pond at 
the Outdoor Discovery Center. 

There is an admission fee. Pre-paid registration is required. 
For details and registration, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-
5506, ext. 204.

The Buzz on Bees
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents The 

Buzz on Bees at the Museum’s Wildlife Education Center, 25 
Boulevard Cornwall-on-Hudson, at 10 a.m. Saturday. 

Come celebrate Pol-linator Week with the Nature Museum. 
A short illustrated presentation will describe bees and bee 
behavior. Learn why bees are so important to us and to the 
ecosystem. Take a guided tour of the honey bee observation 
hive and a walk in the meadow to observe honey bees. 

There is a fee for this event. For details, go to hhnm.org 
or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Little Grasshoppers
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents “Little 

Grasshoppers” at the Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center, 
on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall, at 
10 a.m. June 20.  

Join the Nature Museum at Grasshopper Grove to build 
Fairy Houses, based on the books in the “Fairy Houses” series 
by Tracy Kane. Children will get the chance to build and create 
all while having fun. 

The event is for children ages 2-6 with an adult. There is 
an admission fee. For details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-
5506, ext. 204.

Second Division Association reunion
The 2nd (Indianhead) Division Association is searching 

for anyone who served in the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division 
at any time.  

For details about the association and its 94th annual reunion 
in San Antonio from Sept. 22-26, contact secretary-treasurer, 
Bob Haynes, at 2idahq@comcast.net or call 224-225-1202. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENTS

Family and MWR ODR Movie Night
See “The Lego Movie” on MWR’s giant infl atable screen at 

8:30 p.m. June 19 at the H-Lot Fields. Bring your blanket and 
lawn chairs. Concessions will be available. 

This event is free and open to the public. For details, call the 
ODR Equipment Rental Center at 938-0123.

Sticks-N-Steak
Join the West Point Golf Course for an evening of golf, good 

company and great food June 26. Start time is at 5 p.m. This is a 
nine-hole tee time event. Check-in starts at 4:30 p.m.  

Sign-up through the Pro Shop by calling 938-2435.

Night on the Hudson Cruise
Join the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. July 17 for a boat 

ride cruise on the Hudson River.
There will be a hot and cold buffet, and music and a cash bar 

available, too. Boarding begins promptly at 5:45 p.m. at South 
Dock. The boat leaves at 6 p.m. 

There is a minimal fee for this event. For details and 
reservations, call 938-5120.

Right Arm Night
Join the West Point Club from 4-6 p.m. Aug. 7 for Right Arm 

Night. The Club will be offering free fi nger food in its Hudson 
Room. A cash bar and pub menu will also be available. 

For details, call the Club at 938-5120.

PAWS for Kids
The Exceptional Family Member Program presents the 

American Red Cross PAWS for KIDS. All sessions take place 
between 3:30-5 p.m. at ACS on the following dates:

• July 7 and 21;
• Aug. 4 and 18;
• Sept. 1, 15 and 29.
For details, call 938-5655 or Josephine.toohey@usma.edu.

Mystery Shoppers
MWR is looking for a few good mystery shoppers who are 

willing to utilize its programs and facilities and provide valuable 
feedback.  

For details, email fmwrmarketing@usma.edu.

FOR THE FAMILIES

Flag Day 5K
Join the MWR Fitness Center for its Flag Day 5K Saturday.  

Pre-registration begins Monday. There is a fee for this event.  
Day of registration starts at 7 a.m., shotgun start at 8 a.m.  
For details, call 938-6490.

2015 West Point Community Fair
Enjoy the opportunity to meet with representatives from the 

community agencies, organizations and local businesses from 
4-6 p.m. July 29 at Eisenhower Hall, Bldg 655. 

Army Community Service in celebrating 50 years of servicing 
the military community and families at the Community Fair. For 
details, call 938-4621.

Horseback Riding Camps registration
Morgan Farm is gearing up for Summer Horseback riding 

camps. The camp dates are set and it is now accepting 2015 
camp registrations. Three- and fi ve-day sessions will be offered. 

Families of deployed service members receive a 10 percent 
discount. For details, call 938-3926 or email morganfarm@
westpointmwr.com.

Father’s Day Brunch
Join the West Point Club from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. June 21 for 

its traditional Father’s Day Brunch. Reservations are required 
by calling the Club at 938-5120.

Summer Zumba
Just lose yourself in the music and fi nd yourself in shape at 

the ultimate dance party. 
Join Summer Zumba at Dragon Park with Lyndsay. Kids are 

welcomed. Upcoming dates are today, Tuesday, June 18 and 23. 
For details, call 938-6490.

Arts & Crafts June class schedule
• Tuesday—Art Workshops: Peace, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. For 

children in grades K-5.
• June 18—Art Workshops: Love, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. For children 

in grades K-5.
There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 

to register, call 938-4812.

Financial Readiness Class with ACS
Want to achieve fi nancial success? Take a class with ACS.    
• Wednesday—Blissful Budgeting, 3-4 p.m. in Bldg. 622.
For details, call 938-5839 or email amy.weyhrauch@usma.

edu. 

Superintendent’s Scramble
Join Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen Jr. June 18 for the Superintendent’s  

Golf Scramble. Check in begins at 11:30 a.m. with a 1 p.m. 
shotgun start. 

There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 
prizes and dinner). For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435. 

 
Become a Family Child Care Provider

Family Child Care is a great opportunity for those who want 
to stay home with their children. 

You can become a certifi ed provider and supplement your 
family’s income by caring for children in your home. 

For details, contact Erin Faherty at erin.faherty@usma.edu 
or call 938-0086. 

U.S. Army Arts & Crafts Contest
Submit, enter and win in the 2015 U.S. Army Arts & Crafts 

Contest for both novice and accomplished artists. Categories 
include ceramic, digital drawings, fi ber, glass, metal 2D/3D 
mixed media, painting and wood. 

The contest runs through July 31. For details, call 938-4812 
or enter at https://cloud.mwr.army.mil/apptrac.

Yoga for Kids
EFMP and Hearts Apart Families, come learn and practice 

yoga. The yoga dates are 11:30 a.m.-noon today, June 25, July 

9, 23 and Aug. 6 and 20 for beginner classes and 12:15-12:45 
p.m. on the same dates for advanced classes. 

RSVP to Josephine Toohey at 938-5655 or Josephine.
Toohey@usma.edu or Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or Anne.
Marshall@usma.edu.

JBK Baseball Club need players to fi ll rosters
9U, 10U, 11U, 12U and 13U teams are looking for select 

players to add to their rosters for summer league play. Players 
selected will need to complete registration no later than Sunday  
at the Lee Area CYS Building. 

For details, call 938-8896.

Ready, Set, Bake Program registration
The West Point Club launches its fi rst Ready, Set, Bake 

culinary hands-on baking class for children 9-13 years of age. 
Join Chef Brandon Truesdale three days a week and learn 

the fundamentals of measuring, preparation, sanitation, safety, 
packing and retail. 

Two Sessions will be offered: Monday-Wednesday and June 
22-24 from 9 a,m.-2 p.m. There is a minimal fee for these classes. 

For details and registration, email Chef Truesdale at Brandon.
Truesdale@usma.edu, call 938-5120 or visit westpointmwr.
com/club.

Little Maestros Music Class
EFMP and Hearts Apart Families, join in on the music and 

fun. Bring your little ones and make music together from 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. June 18, July 2, 16, 30 and Aug. 13 at ACS, 
Bldg. 622, in the Heritage Room. 

RSVP to Josephine Toohey at 938-5655 or Josephine.
Toohey@usma.edu or Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or Anne.
Marshall@usma.edu.

 
Summer Art Camp

Journey with MWR around the globe as it reveals each 
continent’s most unique artistic cultures. 

Our artists will explore mediums such as silk painting, basket 
weaving, cave painting, jewelry making and much more.  

Camp dates are June 23-26 (sold out), July 14-17, July 21-
24 and July 28-31. Camps are for grades K-5, and will run each 
week from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Registration is ongoing. For details, call Arts and Crafts at 
938-4812.

Post Library closure
Effective July 1, the MWR Post Library, Bldg. 622, will cease 

all lending operations and services.  Due to the ongoing fi nancial 
reductions, the decision was made to close the Post Library. All 
authorized users are encouraged to signup and register for the free 
Army MWR Library Online resources at http://mylibraryus.
armybiznet.com. 

West Point children who are home schooled are authorized 
borrowing privileges at the West Point Elementary and Middle 
School under DODEA policy. 

The Missoula Children’s Theatre production of 
“Aladdin”

The SKIES Unlimited Program invites youth entering fi rst 
grade through 12th grade in the fall to participate as cast members 
in the Missoula Children’s Theatre production of “Aladdin.”  

Children of military personnel, Department of Defense 
civilians, as well as children residing in the Highland Falls/Fort 
Montgomery School District, are eligible to enroll.  

The audition, rehearsals and show will take place July 13-17. 
There is a minimal fee for this program. 
For details, call 938-8893 or email Kirsten Rautter at kirsten.

rautter@usma.edu.
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West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-June 18
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of June 11-18
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Keller information

G e t  u p - t o - d a t e  K e l l e r  A r m y 
Community Hospital information at http://
kach.amedd.army.mil/  or on social 
media at http://www.facebook.com/
kellerarmycommunityhospital/. 

Keller’s Obstetric Unit offers “Sibling 
Classes”

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Obstetric Unit will offer “Sibling Classes” 
based on interest. The classes will be age 
appropriate for 3 years or older. 

For details and/or to register for the class, 
contact the Keller OBU at 845-938-3210.

Physical Therapy “Sick Call” for Active 
Duty and Family Members

Active duty members and their dependents 
will be able to see a physical therapist at 
Keller, for musculo-skeletal injuries on a 
walk-in basis—without an appointment at 

7:30 a.m.
The intent of this pilot program is for 

members of the West Point community who 
sustain new injuries to be able to quickly 
receive an evaluation, diagnosis and plan of 
care as soon as possible and without the need 
for a referral. 

Research suggests that the sooner people 
with certain types of injuries see a PT, the 
sooner they recover.

The PT will assess the need for X-rays, 
other diagnostic studies, or other specialty 
care required. This time is not intended for 
chronic conditions that have been ongoing 
for weeks or months. 

For these more chronic conditions, 
routine appointments can be made (also with 
or without referral) by calling 938-3324.

PT sick call will be held at 7:30 a.m. 
Monday-Friday, except on federal and 
training holidays and, periodically, as 
announced.

be considered. Email nominations to BBC 
before June 25. 

• Kickball Tournament: Calling all 
Middle School students, join BBC LifeWorks 
and Club Beyond for a Wacky Kickball 
Tournament at Dragon Park in Stony II 
housing area 11 a.m.-1 p.m. June 18. Wear 
something wacky and come play kickball in 
the park.  

The event is free with lunch provided and 
open to all West Point residents. Register via 
email to jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Monday.

• Father’s Day Craft: Join us at 132 
Bartlett Loop to make a Father’s day craft 
from 10-11:30 a.m. Wednesday. 

Your child will decorate a pet rock to be 
used as paper weights for dad’s desk. 

Children, please fi nd your own pet rock, 
wash, dry and bring it to this event. To register, 
email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Monday, so 
that BBC doesn’t run out of supplies. 

• June Yard of the Month: Nominate 
your own yard, your neighbor’s, a friend’s or 
any home on post that you feel deserves to 

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Friday—Hot Pursuit, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2, PG, 7:30 p.m.
June 19—Inside Out, PG, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
s h o p m y e x c h a n g e . c o m / r e e l - t i m e - t h e a t r e s / We s t -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Army Birthday Concert Saturday
By West Point Band  

The West Point Band will kick off its 
“Music under the Stars” concert series with 
a performance in honor of the 240th Army 
Birthday at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the Trophy 
Point Amphitheater at West Point. This concert 
is free and open to the public.

The band’s commander, Lt. Col. Andrew 
Esch, will take the podium and lead the band 
in an exciting program celebrating our Army’s 
240th birthday and its proud history. 

In keeping with tradition, the concert will 
feature a streamer ceremony commemorating 
the campaigns fought by Soldiers throughout 
our nation’s history, and will close with a 
cake-cutting. 

Bring your family and friends, and join 
the West Point Band in honoring the Army’s 
history in a relaxing evening concert under 
the stars.

Established in 1817, the West Point Band 
is the Army’s oldest musical organization 
and continues to provide world-class music 
to educate, train and inspire the Corps of 
Cadets and to serve as ambassadors of the 
U.S. Military Academy and the Army to local, 
national and international communities.

For concert information, cancellations 
and updates, call 938-2617 or visit www.
westpointband.com. 

West Point Band news can also be found 
by following us on Facebook, YouTube, and 
Twitter.

The West Point Band will kick off its “Music under the Stars” concert series 
with a performance in honor of the 240th Army Birthday at 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
at the Trophy Point Amphitheater.                 coUrtEsy Photo
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West Point Summer 
Softball League 

Standings
STANDINGS         W   -   L
1. ODIA 1          0   -   0
2. ODIA 2          0   -   0
3. ODIA 3          0   -   0
4. USMA BAND                0   -   0
5. STEWART MARINES              0   -   0
6. CLS/PANE          0   -   0
7. DMI           0   -   0
8. DPW          0   -   0
9. ENGINEERS         0   -   0
10. KACH          0   -   0
11. MATH          0   -   0
12. MEDDAC          0   -   0
13. SOC/HISTORY         0   -   0

**The season began June 3, however, 
results have not been received as of 
press time for games ending Tuesday.

Community/sPorts

Q&A: Things to know about the Post Library closure
Submitted by the Directorate of Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation

Effective July 1, the MWR Post Library, Bldg. 622, will cease 
all lending operations and services.  Due to the ongoing financial 
reductions, the decision was made to close the Post Library. 

Below are the top frequently asked questions about the Post 
Library closure:

Q: What is going to happen to all of the books and 
other materials currently at the Post Library?

A: This question has multiple answers. Some of the materials, 
such as the current bestsellers, are part of a Library Rental Service 
and will be returned to the company. 

The remaining credits will be redistributed to other Army 
MWR libraries across the globe. Historical materials, such as 
scrapbooks from Stewart Army Sub-Post, will be transferred 
to the Cadet Library at Jefferson Hall. Current periodical 
subscriptions will be diverted to other MWR facilities. 

The bulk of the collection will be reallocated to other Army 
MWR libraries. The remaining materials will be offered to other 
DOD libraries and then other federal institutions, such as the VA.

Q: What was the process used to approve the 
closure of the Post Library?

A: The process to close the Post Library was not reached 
overnight and has been going through staffing action for a 
significant amount of time. Initial discussions and the course 
of action was approved by the Superintendent and the Garrison 
Commander. 

The action was then staffed through Installation Management 
Command, the Assistant Secretary of the Army–Manpower & 
Reserve Affairs, the Secretary of the Army and, ultimately, the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense. 

Concurrences were received at all levels in response to the 
local plan for the closure of the Post Library.

Q: If the Library is closing, can I just keep the books 
and movies I have checked out?

A: Unfortunately, no. The books and other lending materials 
are considered government property so they must be returned. 
They will be distributed to other Army MWR libraries and 
Federal institutions in a descending order of priority.

Q: Where can I get library services now that you’re 
closing the Post Library?

A: Authorized users have multiple options for library services 
available to them. All authorized users are encouraged to sign up 
and register for the free Army MWR Library Online Resources 
through http://mylibraryus.armybiznet.com. 

Content includes eBooks, eZines, reference materials 
and access to places like Ancestry.com. The USMA Library 
(Jefferson Hall) offers borrowing privileges to USMA/USMAPS 
faculty and their spouses, military personnel assigned to West 
Point and their spouses, and West Point government employees 
and their spouses. 

All registered patrons may borrow items on behalf of 
their children. West Point children who are home schooled 
are authorized borrowing privileges at both the West Point 
Elementary and Middle School under DODEA policy. Residents 
of West Point are also graciously extended limited, courtesy 
privileges at the Highland Falls and Cornwall libraries. If an 
authorized user lives off post in one of the local communities, 
they’re entitled to use the services in the town in which they 
reside.

Q: I heard the Highland Falls Library does not want 
to provide services to West Point residents and will ban 
all West Point residents unilaterally because it places 
too much of a strain on the library?

A: During the closure process, discussions occurred with the 
staff and trustees of the Highland Falls Library. The library is 
unique in that it is privately funded and is not part of the local 
government of Highland Falls. 

While it is true that it does have the ultimate authority to 
decide its patronage, it has been stated that it will discuss/
provide notification with installation leadership prior to any 
major changes regarding West Point residents.

Q: I was at Fort Leavenworth and they had a 
children’s section at the CGSC Library. Can we do that 
here at the Cadet Library?

A: Unfortunately, academic libraries are not allowed to use 
their funds or resources to support community library programs 
and materials above their baseline for service. 

A recent audit at Fort Leavenworth led to the diversion of 
resources to community programs and has directed multiple 
changes that are affecting operations and funding support to 
non-mission programs.

Q: I heard that something else is moving into the 
Post Library space? Is that what is driving the closure?

A: No, this did not cause the closure of the Post Library. The 
final allocation of the space is yet to be determined, but there 
are multiple activities competing for use of the space. The final 
determination will be made by the Garrison Commander.

Q: If this is about cost, can residents volunteer in 
order to keep costs down and keep the Post Library 
open? Can you reduce the hours of operation? Can we 
move the books to another location?

A: While we appreciate your enthusiasm and dedication, the 
Post Library operation is driven by DOD Library standards for 
staffing, hours of operation, new materials, programming, etc. 

While you could help us in multiple areas, there are some 
criteria that are not obtainable without significant, guaranteed 
funding resources for the future that we simply do not have.

Q: My young children loved going to story hour at 
the Post Library. What are the alternatives for this now?

A: Starting in the fall of 2015, a story hour will regularly be 
held at the MWR Community Activities Center/Arts & Crafts, 
Bldg. 693. Look for details about this upcoming program on 
www.westpointmwr.com.

Q: Can you wait until August to close the Post 
Library when school is back in session? Does it really 
have to be July 1?

A: The decision to cease operation of the Post Library on 
July 1 was made to allow the staff time to finalize operations 
and transfer materials to other eligible libraries. 

All expenses relating to the Post Library must cease by Sept. 
30 with the closure of the Fiscal Year. This includes costs related 
to staffing.

Q: My children always participated in the summer 
reading program. What are the options for this now 
that we will not have the Post Library?

A: Starting in summer 2016, a summer reading program will 
be offered at the MWR Community Activities Center. 

For this summer, we suggest you participate in one or more 
of the multiple free summer reading programs available at http://
freebies.about.com/od/familyfreestuff/tp/summer-reading.
htm.

Q: Is the Army doing this at other installations? 
Should I be concerned that my next duty station is 
closing its library as well?

A: Every installation is unique and circumstances vary greatly 
from location to location. The best source of information is to 

directly contact MWR at your gaining installation.

Q: Since there will not be a Post Library, does MWR 
have any place that can host a free book exchange 
where people can pick up and drop off books for 
others to use?

A: MWR has designated space at the Community Activities 
Center for a free book exchange for people to pick up and drop 
off reading materials for other community members.

Q: What is going to happen to the Library staff?
A: The circumstances surrounding every member of the staff 

are different and unique. MWR is working with each employee 
to develop their individual transition plans for the future. 

The staff would love for you to come by to chat and bid 
them farewell.

Effective July 1, the MWR Post Library, Bldg. 622, 
will cease all lending operations and services.      
                  coUrtEsy Photo


