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Athlete Quincy Ferguson lights of the Olympic torch beginning the 41st annual Hudson Valley Region Spring Special Olympics April 25 at Shea Stadium. 
Roughly 750 athletes from Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, Dutchess, Westchester and Ulster counties participated in the games and more than 1,000 cadet and 
community volunteers provided help in running the event. See story and photos on page 4.                                Photo by kathy eastWooD/PV
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Sharing the Road: Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month
Submitted by Garrison Safety Office 

 
In recognition of May as Motorcycle 

Safety Awareness Month, the Garrison Safety 
Office reminds motorists and motorcyclists 
alike to “share the road” conscientiously and 
courteously.  

With the warmer spring weather arriving, 
the number of motorcycles on the roads 
will increase significantly. This will require 
increased alertness and awareness on the part 
of motorists. 

Public awareness of motorcycle safety 
benefits everyone on the roadway, not just 

motorcyclists, because it can lead to a decrease 
in motorcycle-vehicle accidents.

Safety is a joint responsibility between 
motorists and motorcyclists. Motorcyclists are 
about 26 times more likely to die in a crash than 
passenger vehicle occupants on a per vehicle 
mile basis, so whether you are driving a car, 
truck or bus, drivers should always be on the 
lookout for motorcyclists.  

Drivers must be aware that a motorcycle, 
as one of the smallest vehicles on the road, can 
be ‘hiding’ in one of your blind spots. Always 
check blind spots, use mirrors and signal before 
changing lanes or making turns.

Motorcyclists have responsibilities, too.  
Riders should obey all traffic laws and be 
properly licensed, alert to other drivers, 
conspicuous at all times, obey posted speed 
limits, never ride impaired or distracted, and 
always wear a Department of Transportation 
compliant helmet and other protective gear.

This safety advice is particularly timely as 
statistics from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration reveal an increase in 
motorcycle fatalities in recent years: in 2012, 
4,927 motorcyclists were killed in traffic 
crashes, a continued increase from 2011 when 
4,630 motorcyclists lost their lives.  

Motorcycle fatalities accounted for 15 
percent of total highway deaths for the year 
despite motorcycle registrations representing 
only about 3 percent of all vehicles in the 
United States.  

The following tips are offered for drivers to 
help keep motorcyclists safe on our roadways: 

• Remember, a motorcycle is a vehicle with 
all of the rights and privileges of any other 
motor vehicle. The person under that helmet 

could be someone you know;
• Always allow a motorcyclist the full lane 

width—never try to share a lane;
• Perform a regular visual check for 

motorcycles by checking mirrors and blind 
spots before entering or exiting a lane of traffic, 
and at intersections;

• Always signal your intentions before 
changing lanes or merging with traffic;

• Don’t be fooled by a flashing turn signal 
on a mo torcycle—motorcycle signals are often 
not self-canceling and riders sometimes forget 
to turn them off. Wait to be sure the motorcycle 
is going to turn before you proceed;

• Allow more following distance—three 
or four sec onds—when behind a motorcycle 
to give the motorcyclist time to maneuver 
around obstacles in the roadway, or stop in an 
emer gency;

• Never drive distracted.  
Motorcyclists can increase their own safety 

by:
• Wearing a DOT compliant helmet;
• Using turn signals for every turn or lane 

change, even if the rider thinks no one will 
see it;

• Signaling intentions by combining hand 
signals and turn signals to draw more attention 
to themselves;

• Wearing brightly colored protective gear, 
and using reflective tape and stickers to increase 
conspicuity;

• Positioning themselves in the lane where 
they will be most visible to other drivers;

• Never riding while impaired.  
The message to all drivers and motorcyclists 

is a simple one—share in the responsibility of 
keeping all road users safe.

NEWS NOTES

Maj. Richard E. Hull receives the Soldier's Medal April 23 from Maj. 
Gen. Thomas S. Vandal, commanding general of the 2nd Infantry 
Division in South Korea, for actions in September 2014 in Nantucket, 
Massachusetts, when he and a friend risked their personal safety in aiding 
in the rescue of five people who had been ejected from a private boat. 
He took control of the damaged boat, preventing it from sinking until 
the U.S. Coast Guard arrived on the scene. Hull is a 2002 U.S. Military  
Academy graduate.               Photo by Pak Chin U

Service Academy Design Challenge—A USMA team competing in the Service 
Academy Design Challenge won this year’s competition April 17, beating both Navy and Air 
Force. This is the first time in the five years of the competition that USMA won.   

The competition was sponsored by the Air Force Research Laboratory. The USMA Service 
Academy Design Challenge team defeated great cadet teams from both Air Force and Navy in 
a competition at the Natick Soldier Systems Center in Natick, Massachusetts. Cadets Ioannis 
Wallingford and Zachary Lee were the team leaders. Other members of the team include 
cadets Jason Rho, Sarah Lowy, Erin Kelly, Zachary Glass, Tyler Sowell, John Beck, Brendan 
McKinley and Joseph Samuels.  

The team designed a Soldier personal cooling system that actively cooled a Soldier 
in full gear during a one-hour treadmill march in 95-degree, 45 percent relative humidity 
conditions, lowering their core body temperature by over 0.3 degrees.
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Active Shooter scenario gauges quality of force protection
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer 

Nearly three-quarters of the Corps of Cadets, 
community members, Soldiers from Fort Drum, 
New York State Police and emergency vehicles 
from the surrounding community participated 
in an active shooter scenario of West Point’s 
Antiterrorism Exercise  April 23 in Central Area 
and at the U.S. Military Academy Preparatory 
School.

In a scenario mimicking real life, a Vehicle 
Borne Improvised Explosive Device with 
Chlorine, like that used against American 
Soldiers in Iraq in 2007, was used at USMAPS 
touching off two active shooters within the 
cadet areas.

During classes at Thayer Hall, two active 
shooters arrived in the building shooting and 
taking hostages. Someone yelled “active shooter 
in the hallway” prompting people to shelter in 
place, shutting doors, turning lights off and 
erecting blockades.  

Various emergency responders from Saint 
Luke’s/Cornwall Hospital, Westchester County 
and Orange Regional Medical Center in 
Middletown were some of the nearly 40 role 
players participating in the active shooter 
scenario. The active shooters caused fatal 
casualties and initiated a hostage situation. 

Desktop alerts went out to all activities at 
West Point with instructions that all personnel 
shelter in place and activate an active shooter 
plan. 

“West Point is an extremely lucrative 
target,” Christopher Hennen, plans officer with 
the Directorate of Plans Training, Mobilization 
and Security, said. “We have been blessed that 
nothing has happened.  The community is aware 
of what is going on and should be.”

The scenario began when an action team 
met with the garrison commander and received 
intelligence that West Point could be a target. 
It was learned that there was an explosion at 
USMAPS, with active shooters entering the 
cadet area, which initiated extensive community 

notification and a complete lockdown of West 
Point. Teams of State Police, Military Police 
and others surrounded the buildings searching 
for active shooters and ensuring lockdown 
procedures were in place within the community. 

“The exercise is visual, we have the 
capability to direct action, but what you see is 
what you get,” Hennen said.  

The purpose of the active shooter scenario 
is to assess West Point’s AT/FP plans and 
procedures in a realistic and safe operating 
environment like how well everyone responds, 
how communications are set up and identify 
areas of improvement.

“When I first heard the shots (in Thayer 
Hall), it took less than 10 minutes to respond,” 
Sgt. 1st Class William Vargas, of Fort Drum, 
said. “Every military base trains like this and 
it doesn’t matter how many times we practice, 
you never know what the active shooter will 
be doing.”

In the aftermath, hostages were rounded 
up safely and active shooters walked out of the 
building with hands in the air, protection forces 
checked every building, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and Criminal Investigation 
Division collected evidence before the “all 
clear” notifications were sent out.

In an after action summary, it was found 
the active shooter scenario went well overall, 
however, there were some areas in need of 
improvement.

It was suggested that there should be a 
chaplain making rounds for civilian people to 
alleviate frustration and upset, also a respect of 
religious rights, like Christian Science followers   
who cannot receive blood transfusions, which 
may go into effect in next year’s scenario.

Hennen said this was the third year there 
was an active shooter scenario in the exercise, 
but other scenarios will go into effect beginning 
next year.

“This will be the last year for the active 
shooter exercise,” Hennen said. “The next 
scenarios will be focused on other catastrophes 
like a rail derailment.”

The military police respond to an active shooter incident at Bartlett Hall and 
other areas in Central Area April 23 during an active shooter scenario of West 
Point’s Antiterrorism Exercise.

Military police and medics surround Bartlett Hall after an active shooter incident April 23. The active shooter 
exercise is an annual event to keep Soldiers and civilians safe in a terrorist event.

Dear West Point Community,
Soldiers and families living on West 

Point will be emailed a survey by the 
end of April asking for feedback on their 
housing experience.

I want to encourage every West 
Point resident to take five minutes of 
their time to respond to it. The survey is 
anonymous.

Feedback about  our  fami l ies’ 
experiences—from the leasing and 
move-in process through residency and 
move-out—will help us identify the areas 
we’re doing well in, areas where there’s 
room for improvement and what gaps 
there might be in what we are able to offer 
our families.

Thank you for your support.
                          Col. Landy Dunham
       Garrison Commander

RCI Resident Housing Survey
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West Point celebrates athletes at HV Region Special Olympics
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Roughly 3,000 people came to cheer for more than 750 
athletes from Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, Dutchess, Westchester 
and Ulster counties at the 41st annual Hudson Valley Region 
Spring Special Olympics April 25 at Shea Stadium. 

 Before the games, and for the second year in a row, 
Operation Chariots of Fire, a torch run, ran from the Highland 
Falls Rite Aid parking lot, through Highland Falls, Thayer 
Gate and to Shea Stadium to deliver the torch to athlete Quincy 
Ferguson to light the Olympic Flame.

“The Special Olympics has been a big part of the U.S. 
Military Academy and the Omicron Delta Kappa management 
honors society for several years,” Class of 2015 Cadet Austin 
Welch, first captain and cadet-in-charge of the torch run, said.  
“Last year, we decided to give the torch run a little extra flair 
and expand it to involve more of the community, something we 
continued with this year. In conjunction with the cadets, staff, 
and faculty, the torch run involved Team Red, White and Blue 
as well as area police and fire departments. 

“The event was a huge success and was highlighted by the 
‘touch a truck’ event at the end of the torch run where athletes 
got to meet firefighters and police officers while exploring the 
fire trucks,” he added.

Events at the games included the long jump, turbo Javelin 
throwing, weight lifting, track, swimming and running. 

More than 1,000 cadets and community members volunteered 
to help at the Special Olympics. Cadets especially form 
friendships with the athletes as they escort them around the area, 
help them in their event and cheer them on.

This was the third consecutive year the Army West Point 
Men’s Basketball team volunteered for the games.

“For the first year, it was more of a trend, but now it is 
something we put on a schedule,” Class of 2015 Cadet Maurice 
William said. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Milton Washington said it is a good 
time to support the Special Olympics.

“Most athletes are very competitive,” he said.
Athlete Jacob Rothblen of Springbrook School in Oneonta 

enjoys sports, especially if it includes a possible gold medal.
“I am doing the 50M dash because of the gold,” Rothblen 

said. “I also like swimming, because I’m not afraid of the water.”
Athlete Dorian Bumbry of Tuxedo, competing in the turbo 

javelin event, said he also enjoys sports and competing.
“I do like basketball and I am good at playing tennis,” he 

said.
The Houghton Award is presented to an athlete who best 

exemplifies the words “Let me be brave in the attempt,” which 
is a part of the Athletic Oath. 

This year’s recipient of the Houghton Award was presented 
posthumously to Linda Sofka. Sofka was educated at the 

Maple Brook School in Amenia in Dutchess County. She was 
a member of the Special Olympics and the Dutchess County 
ARC Recreation Club. 

The award is named for Capt. Andrew Houghton, a USMA 
Class of 2001 graduate and former Special Olympics cadet-
in-charge, who died at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 
August 2004––one month after he was wounded by shrapnel 
from a rocket propelled grenade in Iraq.

Mallory Langard of ARC of Rockland makes a jump at the 41st annual Hudson Valley Region Spring Special 
Olympics April 25 at Shea Stadium. More than 750 athletes from Orange, Rockland, Sullivan, Dutchess, 
Westchester and Ulster counties participated with more than 1,000 cadet and community volunteers 
providing help.

Team Red, White and Blue in 
conjunction with the Special 
Olympics Association of 
New York conducted a torch 
run April 25 delivering the 
torch to Shea Stadium. 
The procession began in 
Highland Falls and was 
escorted by State Police, 
Motorcycle r iders and 
firetrucks.
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SCUBA Team: On the weekends of April 18-19 and 25-
26, the USMA SCUBA team successfully completed SCUBA 
training for 39 cadets interested in both Basic and Advanced 
Open Water certifications in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

The NAUI basic certification is the first step into the world 
of recreational diving and allows divers to enjoy SCUBA diving 
in lakes, oceans or springs at depths of up to 60 feet. 

Over the course of three classroom and three pool sessions, 
students gain proficiency in the use of their dive equipment, 
dive tables and skills such as buddy breathing and emergency 
water ascent. 

All certification classes culminated with an open water dive 
trip to Dutch Springs, located in Bethlehem. The instructors, 
divemasters and dive controllers of the cadet-run SCUBA 
team led their fellow cadets on several open water dives. On 
Saturday, two skill dives tested the divers’ abilities to practice 
basic SCUBA diving protocol, which requires them to clear their 
mask of water, recover their regulator (breathing apparatus) and 
share their secondary regulator with their dive buddy all while 
at a depth of 25 feet. 

After satisfactory performance, the divers progressed to the 
much anticipated exploration dives. The SCUBA team planned 
and executed two additional dives on Sunday morning guiding 
students through sunken ships, planes, fire trucks and buses 
while simultaneously qualifying them for a lifetime SCUBA 
certification. 

Meanwhile, the advanced students dove to depths in excess 
of 80 feet and finned their way through a 20-minute night dive. 
Advanced Open Water certifications enable experienced divers 
to broaden their skill set to include: navigational diving, the use 
of specialty dive equipment for recovery and extending their 
depth limit to 130 feet. 

The USMA SCUBA team has served the U.S. Corps of 
Cadets and faculty since 1985 providing a unique and developing 
experience. Every year, approximately 80 cadets are certified 
through the team. 

Team members train continuously throughout the year in 
order to maintain the skill sets and professionalism that enables 
them to serve the West Point community. 

Any cadet or active duty military member interested in 
earning their certification should contact Class of 2018 Cadet 
James Adams at James.Adams@usma.edu. 

CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

By Tori Jacobs
Fourth Grade Student

The West Point cadets execute an Indoor Obstacle Course 
Test every year at Hayes Gymnasium and the West Point 
Elementary students decided to follow with their own version 
of the IOCT April 13.

The IOCT is an assessment of physical fitness. It is a timed 
obstacle course consisting of 11 events. The Department of 
Physical Education has administered the test since 1944.

Cadets that earn an A- or above are permitted to wear the 
IOCT Badge on their athletic uniform. To earn an A- or above, 
females must complete the IOCT in 3:35 or less and males must 
complete the IOCT in 2:38 or less.

Joanne Woodworth, the Physical Education teacher at West 
Point Elementary School, has helped a few of us fourth grade 
students design and create a smaller version of the IOCT in 
our gymnasium.  It does not have 11 events, but the obstacles 
it does possess are unique and challenging in my perspective.

The cadets start off their course with a low crawl under 
a barrier. We did the same. When I first started, I was full of 
energy and I dove right under our barrier. Then I started to 
crawl. When I reached the end of that obstacle, I pushed up 
and onto my feet. I was excited and ready for the next obstacle.  

The cadets’ next obstacle is tire footwork. The cadets have 
to run in and out of huge, rugged tires without tripping.

My next obstacle was tire flipping, but the tires are much 
smaller. When I flipped the tire, I squatted down and grabbed 

the bottom of the tire. My heart was pumping and I was hoping 
the buzzer would not go off so that I wouldn’t have to start 
that event over. I flipped the tire to a designated spot and back.  
I made it!

The cadets’ next event is the two hand 47-inch vault. My 
next event was the same thing, but instead of a vault we had 
a large mat. I had to run and push myself up and onto the mat 
and vault over it—that one was easy.

The cadets’ seventh obstacle is a balance beam that is 40 
feet in length. My next obstacle was also a low flat balance 
beam.  I carefully went as fast as possible without falling off 
so I did not get buzzed. By that time, I was tired and worried 
I would not finish my final laps.

Finally, the cadets have three laps to run. The first lap is 
with a medicine ball. The second lap is with a baton. The third 
lap is as fast as they can go. Ours is likewise.  

On my first lap, I was tired. On my second lap, I was 
panting. On my third lap, I was exhausted, but I still pushed 
myself as hard as I could go. My heart was beating very fast.  

When I crossed the finish line, people were cheering for 
me. The feeling of relief calmed me down. I got a drink of 
water and stretched. The cadets do the same.  

The fastest girl and boy for our inaugural IOCT was Ashley 
Schultz (1:20) and Nich Waugh (1:14). Col. Greg Daniels, 
Master of the Sword, presented them with an award.

Our IOCT is different from the cadets, but it is the most 
lively and physically challenging thing I have ever done.

As for myself, I placed fourth with a time of 1:25.

West Point Elementary students take on IOCT
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More than a Book Club: Commandant offers discussion with author

Maj. Rusty Bradley speaks to a group of cadets at the Commandant’s Book 
Club on his book “Lions of Kandahar: The Story of a Fight Against All Odds” 
April 21 at Eisenhower Hall.                                                  CoUrtesy Photo

Leaders discuss “Cross Cultural Competence” at MCLC
By Maj. Mike Rybacki
Behavorial Sciences and Leadership Instructor

The third annual McDonald Cadet Leadership Conference  
was held at West Point from April 16-19. Fifteen senior mentors, 
including Secretary of Veterans Affairs Bob McDonald, retired 
Gen. Stanley McChrystal, former and current CEO’s and senior 
business executives, a university president, a prominent movie 
director/writer, significant non-profit sector leaders and others 
joined 83 student/cadet fellows from 39 academic institutions to 
discuss leader responsibilities for defining, building, maintaining 
and cultivating “Cross Cultural Competence.” 

This talented population had representation from six 
continents and brought an extensive diversity of thought to the 
rich developmental experience. 

MCLC is a short term leadership experience that follows 
the Assessment, Challenge, Support model that pushed the 
boundaries of comfort for most of the participants. The experience 
forces students to participate in collaborative, experiential and 
analytical exercises with the understanding that they will emerge 
as a better, more well-rounded, cross-culturally competent leader. 
Additionally, they will build bonds of support that they may 
leverage in the future as they continue (or will) lead diverse 
organizations in all spheres of our world. 

Student Fellows began Thursday evening by discussing 
their results on the Cardinal Leadership Inventory—a self 
report instrument which is designed to allow participants an 

understanding of their value as a leader. Seven PL300 Military 
Leadership instructors led each of the small groups through an 
interactive session that facilitated understanding, reflection and 
bonding. 

Immediately following this session, the cohort was split 
into two groups—one attending the Corps of the Corps exercise 
led by Lt. Col Andrew Esch and one led by Ray Jefferson, a 
management consultant and leadership coach USMA graduate, 
and wounded veteran. 

The highly interactive Corps of the Corps exercise was 
designed to illustrate contextual leadership. Each member 
of the cohort was allowed to sit next to a professional band 
member, observe the conductor, and if selected, participate as 
the conductor. 

The experience and subsequent discussion provided a unique 
opportunity for participants to appreciate the inspiration and 
passion evoked by music. Many cohort members commented 
on the unique challenge of synchronizing the band, engaging its 
members and inspiring them to “play their best.” 

Friday morning began with a “History through Leadership 
Tour” where Cadet Fellows led small groups around the Cadet 
Area, West Point Cemetery, Trophy Point and Jefferson Hall. 
This team building event facilitated discussion of both leadership 
and West Point history. 

In addition, it also served as a vehicle for sharing individual 
sources of inspiration and passion for leadership. Two keynote 
dinner speeches were also provided by McChrystal and 

McDonald. 
Friday and Saturday’s four banner panel discussions included: 

“Education,” “Connectedness,” “Stewardship” and “Global 
Economy.” Each of the panels provided an opportunity for both 
Student Fellows and Senior Fellows to engage in a discussion 
surrounding Cross Cultural Competence from their specific area 
of expertise. 

The product of each of the panels was an opportunity for 
team-level discussions chaired by one of the 15 Senior Fellows. 

At the conclusion of the conference, each of the 12 teams 
will produce an OPED for publication in The New York Times. 

The Senior Fellow attendees included SEC Bob McDonald, 
Sir John Hood, Dr. Daniel Polisar, Dr. Donna Shalala, Bekele 
Geleta, Steven Nardizzi, Tom Tierney, Xiao an Ji, Moono 
Mupotola, Ho Kwon Ping, Ndidi Nwuneli, Randall Wallace and 
Craig Mullaney. 

This group brough expertise, insights, vision and mentorship 
to the groups and conference as a whole. 

Run by cadets and Behavorial Sciences & Leadership 
officers, MCLC was made largely possible by the leadership of 
the cadet-in-charge. This year’s CIC was Class of 2015 Cadet 
Scott Marriner. 

Marriner was on the planning staff last year during the 2nd 
annual conference and remarked about this year’s staff, “I am 
extremely proud of the cadet staff. They have spent the past 
year for the most part working with and learning from a great 
officer staff. The cadet staff was very professional and helped put 
together a world class conference. I had multiple student fellows 
approach me to comment on how well executed the conference 
was. I contribute this to the dedication and effort that the officers 
and cadet staff put forth.”

BS&L hosts the McDonald Cadet Leadership Conference 
from an endowment provided by Secretary Bob and Diane 
McDonald, USMA class of 1975, current Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, and retired chairman of the board, president and CEO 
of Procter and Gamble Company. 

Next year’s conference is scheduled from March 31-April 
3, 2016. 

By Class of 2016 Cadet Meghan Wentz
Brigade S2/PAO

One day each semester several dozen cadets 
choose to participate in the Commandant’s Book 
Club. These cadets read a preselected book on 
their own time and then attended a discussion 
April 21 at Eisenhower Hall with Brig. Gen. 
John Thomson and the author. 

This semester, Thomson chose “Lions of 
Kandahar: The Story of a Fight Against All 
Odds,” by Maj. Rusty Bradley, because it 
highlights the human dimension of warfare and 
leadership at its essence. 

The book chronicles Bradley’s experiences 
in Afghanistan in 2006 during Operation 
Medusa, where American forces faced 
overwhelming odds to support Canadian forces. 

The book club meeting began with 
small group discussions led by volunteer 
mentors including Company TAC Officers, 
representatives from the Simon Center, retired 
Command Sgt. Maj. Robin Duane and Bradley. 

During this time, cadets had a chance to 
ask specific questions about the book as well 
as general questions about leadership and what 
it means to be an officer. 

After the small group discussions, Bradley 
gave a witty, engaging and powerful presentation 

on Operation Medusa, which he referred to as 
“the most important battle you’ve never heard 
of.” His presentation included key aspects of the 
book as well as personal vignettes such as the 
story of why he decided to become an officer 
and memories with his Soldiers. 

His words resonated with all of the cadets 
who were present but especially with the cadets 
who have chosen to branch infantry. Class of 
2015 Cadet Winston Boldt commented that this 
was more than what people typically think of 
when they hear the phrase book club. 

“You have someone that a lot of people can 
use as a role model who is willing to be very 
open and honest with us about his experiences,” 
Boldt said. 

Bradley ended his presentation with some 
words of wisdom, advising cadets to remember 
who they are and never compromise their 
integrity. He closed with the powerful challenge 
that “you can make a difference if you want to” 
and that it is our responsibility as officers to earn 
the respect of our Soldiers, and earn the honor 
to lead them. 

The Commandant’s Book Club is much 
more than a book club; it is an opportunity for 
individualized mentorship and self-reflection 
that I would recommend to every cadet in the 
Corps. 
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War Council hosts, speaks with McChrystal
By Maj. John Spencer
Department of Military Instruction

The Department of Military Instruction’s Defense and 
Strategic Studies Program hosted retired Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal, a USMA Class of 1976 graduate, to a War Council 
in Washington Hall April 17, where he spoke to a packed audience 
of cadets, staff, faculty and USMA leadership.

The DSS War Council series was established to be a multi-
disciplinary, academic and professional forum to discuss and 
consider modern and future warfare. The event allows speakers to 
express their opinions within their specific disciplines on current 
and relevant topics while opening up the forum for questions.

Maj. Matt Cavanaugh, DSS instructor, was the moderator and 
opened this council with a disclaimer that all opinions provided 
during the event, while educated and thought-provoking, are not 
necessarily those expressed by the Department of Defense or the 
U.S. Military Academy.

The discussion covered everything from McChrystal’s 
personal routines of physical fitness and reading, leadership 
philosophy, to his thoughts on the current situation in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

Previewing portions of his new book, Team of Teams, 
McChrystal described military and corporate organizational 
difficulties with “shared views” that create different “metrics 
of success” within different sections of the organization. His 
solution is the pursuit of what he calls “shared consciousness” 
where everyone can finish each other sentences. 

When questioned more about advice for aspiring or current 
military professionals, McChrystal described errors in problem 
solving when Soldiers look at problems too narrowly rather 
than cumulatively and with understanding of the full context. 
Providing a powerful story of asking Soldiers while deployed 
“If I told you that you wouldn’t go home until you won … What 
would you do differently?”  

A cadet question from the audience focused on the challenges 
being posed by Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) forces in 
areas such as Ramadi, Iraq. McChrystal described the necessity 
of understanding and then solving the real problem while 
recognizing the need for a whole of government discussion.   

In attendance at the War Council was also a group of students 
from Yale University’s Jackson Institute for Global Affairs.  
After the War Council event, DSS hosted the Yale students at 
the Leadership Reaction Course and with support from cadets in 
the Small Unit Tactics Club and the Social Sciences Department, 
mixed teams of Yale students and cadets ran through a series of 
LRC lanes.

Lt. Col. Charles Faint, from the Social Sciences Department, 
stated “this event coincided with a visit from Yale University 
students and Emma Sky (who served in Iraq as the political 
advisor to Gen. Raymond Odierno from 2007-2010) … it 
underscores the importance of civil-military operations and 
highlights how organizations like the War Council can help close 
the civ-mil divide.” 

The next War Council event is scheduled for 12:50-1:45 p.m. 
Monday at Washington Hall, Room 5300, on the topic “Future 

Warfare.” The program will feature a discussion on the coming 
dominant trends in warfare, to be followed by audience questions 
and comments. Panelists will include Col. Greg Daddis of the 
History Department and Cavanaugh of Defense and Strategic 
Studies, along with winners from the DSS recent “Future of 
Warfare” essay contest.  

Retired Gen. Stanley McChrystal, with Maj. Matt 
Cavanaugh to the left, spoke to a packed audience 
during the Defense and Strategic Studies Program 
April 17 in Washington Hall. 
   Photo by anthony battista/DPtMs Vi
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Master of the Sword: “Living the Dream for 31 years”

Retired Brig. Gen. Gregory Daniels served as Master 
of the Sword for 11 years (2004-15) before retiring 
April 17, the final day of his 31-year military career.
                 Photo by eriC s. bartelt/PV 

By Eric S. Bartelt
Managing Editor

“I can’t imagine a life where I can’t be physically active. I’m 
Peter Pan, I’m the 10-year-old boy who never wanted to grow up 
and in some regards that’s why I went into the Army—the sense 
of adventure, flying around in Black Hawk helicopters, shooting 
artillery, going to Ranger School, and to me who wouldn’t want 
to do that stuff,” retired Brig. Gen. Gregory Daniels said. “As I 
look back on this and ponder the next chapter of my life, I kind 
of think what does Peter Pan do next. Peter Pan has been living 
his dream for 31 years and now I may have to grow up.”

Daniels was living his dream, a dream that captivated him 
years before he stepped foot on the grounds of the U.S. Military 
Academy. On April 17, he was awoken from his dream when 
Daniels retired from the Army after 31 years of service—the 
last 11 years as the chief steward of the Department of Physical 
Education, or more universally known as the Master of the Sword.

The field artillery officer from Palmyra, Pennsylvania, grew 
up in the 1970s with a love of climbing ropes, climbing trees, 
swimming, playing sports on the local fields of Central PA 
that drew a lifelong inspiration to the love of physical activity 
and sport, but it also cultivated a drive to develop others as he 
became exceedingly more knowledgeable in the study of human 
movement. 

In 2002, the former top ROTC cadet from Virginia Tech 
landed back at West Point for the second time in his career 
as the DPE deputy director and an academy professor once 
he completed his doctoral studies at Penn State University in 
Kinesiology. 

In two years, he would become head of DPE and continue 
to improve upon the department’s ability to produce viable, 
physically adept second lieutenants for the Army’s needs in 
today’s turbulent world. As the modern Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center took shape by 2005, a new major 
(Kinesiology) took hold within the curriculum and new awards 
properly acknowledged the gifts that cadets bring to the Corps 
of Cadets, Daniels led it all through the first decade-plus of the 
21st Century.

Lt. Col. Nicholas Gist is now the new Master of the Sword, 
but before we look forward it’s time to travel back to the future 
to see the legacy of what Daniels’ left his successor.

IMPRESSION—The Villain or The Hero?
One of the most important things Daniels tried to impress 

upon the Corps of Cadets during his time at West Point was 
the vital importance of cadets arriving at their new units as 
first lieutenants in the best possible physical shape. Within that 
charge to become physically apt and a role model for their future 
Soldiers, it’s being able to overcome the friction points, as Daniels 
refers to it, to be the leaders the Army wants and needs them to be.

“The physical program at West Point is embedded with these 
friction points by design, such as the Indoor Obstacle Course 
Test, and I know the Corps vilifies me for my love/fetish for 
the IOCT—I’ve probably earned a reputation for that,” Daniels 
explained. “I think the friction points that exist, it’s boxing for 
some, survival swimming for others, and I like to tell cadets 
that at West Point there’s some kryptonite for everybody—just 
like Superman.

“For some, it might be academics, for some it might be 
physical, or within the physical unit you might be doing well but 
there’s a friction point somewhere and you have to overcome it,” 
Daniels said. “One of the important things we try to do in DPE, 
and we’ve done this for decades, is we make cadets confront and 
conquer those friction points. That adversity in some cases is real 
fear. Then when they beat (that fear) and confidence comes out 
the back end, they become more confidently capable officers in 
their physical abilities.

“They’re going to get pushed hard, but that’s how they’re 
going to develop resiliency and toughness that they’re going to 

need as an officer out there in the force,” he added. “Hopefully, 
they’ve viewed it to the point where they role model it and show 
their Soldiers what they want them to be, not only tell them what 
they want but show them what they want them to be—so they 
will want to follow them.”

NEW MAJOR and AWARDS—Seeking higher 
standards 

Under Daniels’ leadership, West Point created a new academic 
major in 2006, Kinesiology. Also during his 11-year tenure, he 
established the Coach Mike Krzyzewski Teaching Character 
Through Sport Award in 2007 and the Gen. Hal Moore Warrior 
Athlete of Excellence Award in 2010 for the Corps of Cadets.

Daniels has an in-depth background in Kinesiology, so he 
felt that bringing more depth to the study of motion to future 
officers would help in the teaching of the fundamentals of fitness 
for the future Army.

“Everybody gets that education and that’s the breadth of 
knowledge and discipline, but in the kinesiology major, 18 cadets 
a year get selected to go in and get the depth of knowledge,” 
Daniels, who teaches the motor control class, said. “So they’re 
getting discreet courses in motor control, motor learning, exercise 
psychology, exercise physiology, biomechanics, kinematics, 
kinetics and forces that impact the body. That’s the hard science 
of physical activity, physical development.

“Kinesiology is the study of human movement, so that 
encapsulates sport biomechanics, exercise physiology and 
performance nutrition … all of that is vitally necessary and 
relevant to the Army profession,” he added.

While Daniels is incredibly proud of the new major, it’s the 
awards that have given shape to lauding excellence within the 
Corps.

Duke Men’s head basketball coach Krzyzewski and Moore, 
who was portrayed by Mel Gibson in the film, “We Were 
Soldiers,” are the embodiment of what West Point has formed 
for the world in terms of leaders with integrity and the ability to 
inspire in the face of great odds. 

“For whom he embodies in sport, Coach K does things the 
right way at a very high level and that can be a challenge for 
sure, but he does it about as well as anyone could possibly do 
it,” Daniels said. “It was absolutely fitting to ask him to partner 
with us and let us use his name to continue to promote sports 
done the right way—winning with honor and your integrity intact.

“I’m also very pleased with the Hal Moore Warrior Athlete 
of Excellence Award that goes to the top man and woman in 
the firstie class each year based on how they’ve done in the 
combatives curriculum in DPE,” he added. “We select the top 
man and woman for embodying those characteristics for which 
Hal Moore is known for—toughness, never quit attitude—and 
all those things we celebrate through sport and physical activity.

“Overall, the youngsters that we’ve carefully selected and 
handpicked to win these awards, truly do embody all the great 
things those awards stand for,” he concluded. “It reinforces the 
positive impression that we have about West Point—they really 
make you proud.”

CADETS—The willingness to be the best
Tapping into one’s true ability is Daniels personal philosophy. 

Each year, generally more than 1,200 new cadets come to the 
gates of West Point to achieve a goal of becoming an Army 
officer through a daunting 47-month task. However, no matter 
how much ability you have to achieve that goal, it only works if 
you’re willing to exert yourself on that skill through hard work 
and perseverance.

“I teach motor control and in one of the sections in the course, 
we talk about ability versus skill. Ability is talent, giftedness, it’s 
what you bring to the table from birth through genetics—it’s what 
you got for free and some people get more talent in certain areas, 
it’s what makes us individuals,” Daniels said. “Skill is what you 
do building upon that underlying ability—so you bring to the table 

a certain ability to be a decent hockey player, for instance, you’ve 
got great reaction time, you’ve got great manual dexterity, you’ve 
got great vision and so forth, and then, depending on how hard 
you’re willing to work with a very good coach who understands 
the principles of coaching, you build skill out of that.

“We’re in the business at West Point of finding the people 
in the nation who have enough of the right raw material we’re 
looking for and then the developmental model here for 47 months 
that builds upon that,” he said. “Some arrive here with heaps and 
mounds of underlying ability and it’s pretty easy to build on that 
skill because they arrive here developed at a much higher level 
than others at the other end of the spectrum.

“Unfortunately, there are cadets who come to West Point 
where they either lack the experiences of 18 years to set them 
up for success or they’re not willing to work hard if they don’t 
have enough underlying ability. The only way they’re going to 
get there is work really, really hard and if they’re not willing to 
do that, they are probably not going to make it,” Daniels said. 
“There’s an old saying that goes, ‘where talent is lacking, earnest 
industry shall supply its deficiency,’ and if you think about that, 
that’s the secret to life’s success—hard work, especially where 
talent is lacking. Talent alone isn’t going to win the day in any 
endeavor in terms of measuring success, but if you have enough 
talent and you’re willing to work hard on top of that—that equals 
success.”

MASTER OF THE SWORD—His demeanor and what 
it all means

In a New York Times piece by Greg Bishop titled, ‘Cadets 
Develop a Fighting Spirit,’ on the boxing team at West Point, 
Daniels was described as a no-nonsense figure, like Clint 
Eastwood with a crew cut. 

See MASTER OF THE SWORD, PAGE 9
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Daniels gets a chuckle out of that saying, “I don’t know if 
that’s the case in terms of the tough guy image, but I’ve always 
been driven physically to be as excellent as I can be. Whether or 
not I had ever been the Master of the Sword, that’s who I am—I 
do take that role very seriously to try to be a role model for not 
only my family, but also the Corps.”

He may not be Clint Eastwood or Peter Pan, but he does 
bring a youthful enthusiasm to working out. The 52-year-old is 
in prime physical condition and those who have watched him in 
awe of his prowess on the Jacob’s Ladder machine for an hour 
at a time, they saw a budding love.

“I have a love affair with that machine.” Daniels said. “I have 
a bromance with Jake. I’m buying one when I retire and my wife, 
Donna, is already looking for one for me.”

However, when it comes to his wife and family (three adult 
children), there are inside jokes to his physical intensity.

“My wife has kidded with me our entire 30-year marriage, 
she has always said, ‘Greg, you’re so intense, you hold yourself 
to such a high standard and you hold others to this standard, kind 
of lighten up Francis,’” Daniels said. “My kids have told me that 
too, ‘dad, you’re so intense, our friends were kind of afraid to 
come around here when we were teenagers, they were kind of 
intimidated by you.’”

When it comes to the Corps, it’s not about intimidation for 
him, it’s about the sincerity of knowing what he does is truly 
helping them as future leaders.

“I love being in a class room and teaching,” Daniels, who 
taught in DPE from 1994-96 as a rotating military officer, said. 
“I joke with cadets that when I do teach it’s the best hour of 
my day. I’m sincere about that. The mission is the cadets and it 
truly is. They’re inspirational to be around and for the most part 
they’re eager to learn.

“I tell our faculty in DPE that sometimes you just have to 
pinch yourself. It’s a dream, I get to do this and not that I have to 
do it,” Daniels added. “It is a special place, it’s a special mission.”

Daniels did get a little emotional when he talked about what 
it means to be the Master of the Sword.

“It’s been an enormous privilege and an honor to do this, 
especially as a non-West Point graduate. I know what the history 
of the term ‘Master of the Sword’ means to the Long Gray 
Line,” Daniels said. “Many old grads will come up to me and 
say, ‘you’re the Master of the Sword,’ it’s almost embarrassing. 
I can’t imagine what it’s like to be a celebrity like Coach K. 
Here at West Point, it seems I hold a bit of a celebrity status, 
it’s uncomfortable for me because I’m an introvert by nature. 
However, I understand what this position means to the Corps 
of Cadets and the Long Gray Line. For me to hold the position 
for the last 11 years has been a honor, blessing and privilege.”

LEGACY and BEYOND …
Daniels finds it to be a privilege to work here and many men 

have helped him get to where he stood for the last 11 years. He’s 
indebted to men like former Master of the Sword retired Brig. 
Gen. Jim Anderson, who selected him as an instructor in 1994; or 
Gen. Leo Brooks, who chaired the committee who chose him as 
the Master of the Sword; and retired Col. Tom O’Donnell, who 
taught Daniels to be a leader who pushed hard, but to where you 
were respected because you valued and trusted your subordinates 
and they reciprocated it back.

But, overall, coming back to West Point was a tough decision 
because he enjoyed life in the field and working in the field 
artillery branch.

“I saw this as a very unique opportunity to leave a legacy in 
a different way, teach those who themselves are going to go out 
and step on the moon, serve as president, be a senator, let alone 
all the generals, colonels, brigade commanders and such, I mean 
the opportunity to invest in youngsters here and inspire them and 
the legacy that can have with the impact on the nation—you can’t 
underestimate that,” he said. “Teaching here in DPE, if you are 
inclined and that’s where your skill set lies, then this is Mecca, 

MASTER OF THE SWORD, cont’d from Page 9
this is the Mecca of physical education.

“There’s something about sport, something about the IOCT 
or survival swimming that illicit these emotional, significant 
moments which mimic the stressors of combat,” he said. 
“Competition is fierce, emotions run high, but you have to 
maintain self-control and poise, and this is a great laboratory 
to let people try to lead within that and develop themselves. 
Sports are a microcosm for the other things we want them to be 
able to do in the Army, so to be able to be here and use these 
different things that we have in the program to develop cadets, 
it warranted my strong consideration to come back and do this 
on a permanent basis.”

In that same regard, as he now moves on, he believes Gist 
will seamlessly take over the job as Master of the Sword because 
he will have a competent group of roughly 45 faculty members 
to keep DPE’s program going forward.

“He’s going to do a magnificent job, he’s an outstanding 
officer—the consummate professional,” Daniels said of Gist. 
“It goes without saying he ought to be a physical role model for 
cadets, and he is that to the extreme. He’s got the competence, the 
skill set and most of all the universal trust, respect and admiration 
of every member of this department.

“In my personal view, this department is not going to skip a 
beat on April 18 after I give it over to him on April 17,” Daniels 
concluded.

WHAT THEY SAID ABOUT HIM …  

*Dan Furlong, DPE instuctor. 
PV: Thoughts about Daniels’ leadership from a civilian 

instructor’s point of view?
DF: “From my civilian perspective, I have never seen such a 

diverse population work together like a close-knit family while 
experiencing such expected cyclical turn-around ever.  

“Col. Daniels does not, has not, run this department; he has 
led it. It has been an honor to work for him. He has insisted we 
‘Set The Standard’ and ‘Maintain The Standard’ which, if you 
think about it, creates a community of excellence. DPE is not a 
department, it’s a family.”

*Col. Jesse Germain, Director of Kinesiology. 
PV: Your thoughts on what Daniels has done with the 

department in his 11 years here? 
JG: “The contributions Col. Daniels has made to DPE, 

the Corps of Cadets and the academy’s mission of developing 
leaders of character are enormous. Anchored by a principled 
commitment to standards, Col. Daniels raised the bar for all of 
us by role-modeling professional excellence.

“His legacy will be one of unrelenting commitment to 
standards, to the Department of Physical Education and to the 
Corps.” 

PV: Daniels had many kind words to say about the 
military and civilian instructors in the department, so from 
that perspective, talk about the good things he brought to the 
department as a leader that help you guys do your jobs to the 
best of your abilities? 

JG: “Col. Daniels was committed to leading an organization 
made up of individuals who came together to perform as a team. 
He consistently stressed the critical role that each employee 
occupied and how his or her contributions to the teaching, 
fitness testing, competitive sport and character development 
requirements were vitally important to the success of the DPE 
family and our important duties in support of the academy 
mission.”

PV: From afar, Daniels seems very passionate in what he 
does on a daily basis, with work and keeping in shape ... describe 
who he is from someone who has known him for awhile?  

JG: “Col. Daniels is the quintessential gentleman and 
professional military officer—caring and compassionate. He 
never failed to put the needs of the mission and his subordinates 
before his own.

“He was fiercely committed to pushing cadets to reach their 
potential, but he may have ruffled a few proverbial feathers 
along the way. 

“That said, whether you agreed or disagreed with his position, 
you always knew that his view was anchored by his unwaivering 
devotion to doing what he believed was right.”

PV: The term “Master of the Sword,” when you work with 
someone like Daniels, is that a befitting title for what he brings 
to the table for the Corps of Cadets/DPE instructors each day? 

JG: “Greg Daniels personified the term ‘Master of the 
Sword.’ He is physically fit and intellectually gifted. He is equal 
parts Spartan and Athenian. He loved the name, often calling it, 
‘the coolest title in the Army.’

“For all the history that the title represents, Col. Daniels was 
thrilled to occupy the position and he did so with distinction.”

PV: Anything you would like to add, a story that describes 
Col. Daniels to a T and encapsulates him to people who don’t 
know him? 

JG: “Col. Daniels liked to use the analogy of the body 
when talking to the DPE faculty, emphasizing that each division 
occupied a unique and critical role, much like the different parts 
of the body.

“For example, instruction could be considered the head, 
competitive sports the arms and legs, and the facilities the big toe. 

“We all love Col. Daniels and got a kick out of his periodic 
‘DPE is like the body’ analogy. But come to think of it, as I reflect 
on his tenure in DPE, it actually works pretty well ... because no 
doubt Greg Daniels occupied the roles of heart and soul in DPE.” 

(Editor’s note: Daniels is referenced as 
colonel in the “What They Said About Him” 
section because that was his rank during 
his time as the head of the Department of 
Physical Education. During his retirement 
ceremony, he was pinned the rank of 
brigadier general, which is referenced 
within the article.) 

Retired Brig. Gen. Gregory Daniels 
(right) receives a certificate of 
appreciation of his 31 years of 
service from Commander-in-Chief 
Barack Obama by the Commandant 
of  Cadets,  Brig.  Gen.  John 
Thomson. 
   Photo by WilliaM bUnCe/DPtMs Vi
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kosciuszko Memorial Observance and Conference 
 The academy will conduct its annual Kosciuszko Memorial 

Observance Saturday at the Kosciuszko Monument, immediately 
following the Cadet Review. 

The American Association of the Friends of Kosciuszko at 
West Point will hold its annual Kosciuszko Conference at the 
Thayer Hotel from 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday. All are invited to 
attend these events. 

For a schedule and details, visit www.kosciuszkoatwestpoint.
org. For additional details, contact Steve Olejasz at olejaszs@
aol.com.

Army Sailing team event
Enjoy the spring weather and cheer on the home team during 

the Army Sailing team home regatta. 
Racing will occur from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.-1 

p.m. Sunday at Donahue Memorial Park in Cornwall-on-Hudson, 
adjacent to the Cornwall Yacht Club.  

Army will compete against six other teams, including 
Syracuse, Stony Brook and University at Buffalo. For details, 
contact Capt. Matty Haith at 845-674-7591.

Keepers of the Peace Powwow
The Keepers of the Peace Powwow is scheduled at Trophy 

Point Amphitheater or Eisenhower Ballroom, in case of inclement 
weather, Sunday. 

There are various times for powwow events to include noon 
and 3 p.m.—Extreme Raptors; and 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.—Grand 
Entry. There will be Native American food and craft vendors.  
The event is free.  

All dancers welcome. Ages 16 and older must have a valid 
photo identification card (driver’s license, passport, student ID) 
to show at entry gate to West Point.  

For details, call 845-938-3136 or visit www.usma.edu/cfaf/
sitepages/nahf.aspx.

Army Ultimate
Army Ultimate will be competing against Navy at 12:30 p.m. 

Sunday at 1904 Surf Avenue, Brooklyn, New York (a baseball 
stadium near Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs).  

The game is hosted by a professional ultimate team, N.Y. 
Empire, and Empire will be playing a professional game 
following the game.

For details, contact Maj. John Shannon, officer-in-charge, 
Ultimate Frisbee, at john.shannon@usma.edu or call 938-0577.

West Point Commissary Case Lot Sale
The West Point Commissary will have a Case Lot sale from 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

West Point Golf Course is open
The West Point Golf Course is now open for the season.   

Tee times will be Tuesday-Sunday starting at 7 a.m. and 
Mondays starting at noon.

Golf operations are located at the Ski Lodge this year.  
Make tee times online at www.westpointmwr.com/golf.  

For details, call 938-2435 and follow us on FaceBook.

2nd Infantry Division Veterans 
The Mid-Atlantic Branch of the Second Indianhead Division 

Association will host its annual reunion Friday-Sunday at the 
Continental Inn in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  

All veterans of the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division are invited. 
For details, call Harry Roye at 804-526-0828 or send an 

email to Hkroye@comcast.net. 

Nature Museum’s Mother’s Day Nature Hike
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum is offering a Guided 

Nature Hike for Moms at 10 a.m. May 10 at the Outdoor 
Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola 
Road, Cornwall. 

Join environmental educator Lisa Mechaley for a Mother’s 
Day morning of fresh air and sunshine. 

For details, visit hhnm.org  or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Pancake Breakfast
James I. O’Neill High School’s Girls Basketball team 

is hosting its inaugural “Breakfast of Champions” Pancake 
Breakfast 8 a.m.-noon June 6 at the JIOHS Cafeteria, 21 
Morgan Road.

The breakfast offerings include pancakes, eggs, bacon, 
orange juice and coffee/tea. There is a fee for the event, cash 
or check.

For details, email to cathryn.biordi@hffmcsd.org.

Cornwall-on-Hudson RiverFest
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 18th annual 

RiverFest from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 6 at Donahue Park on the 
shores of the Hudson River. 

The RiverFest will feature a full day of music and 
entertainment, children’s activities and a large craft and food 
fair. 

The day’s events will include live bands, river activities, 
food stands and non-profit groups and contributors.  

Vendor spaces are still available. 
RiverFest will accept vendor applications until all spaces 

have been filled.  
There is no charge for RiverFest. Visitors are invited to 

bring a blanket or lawn chair. Visit www.river-fest.com for 
up to date information.

For more details, call Wynn Gold at 845-534-7622.

10 a.m.-5 p.m. May 15-17.
There will be great savings on many items.

WPAOG Gift Shop hours
The West Point Association of Graduates Gift Shop will be 

open the following hours during Graduation Week:
• May 18—9 a.m.-6 p.m.;
• May 19—9 a.m.-6 p.m.;
• May 20—9 a.m.-6 p.m.;
• May 21—9 a.m.-6 p.m.;
• May 22—8 a.m.-6 p.m.;
• May 23—6 a.m.-5 p.m.;
• May 24—9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Garrison Awards and Retirement Ceremony
The next U. S. Army Garrison Awards and Retirement 

Ceremony is scheduled for June 26 at the West Point Club, Grand 
Ballroom. The rehearsal is mandatory for all awardees and will 
start at 12:30 p.m. The ceremony will commence at 1:30 p.m.  

Refreshments and cake will be served after the ceremony for 
everyone. The cutoff date to have all awards into the Directorate 
of Human Resources is June 2. 

Unfortunately, due to the large amount of work that goes 
into this ceremony, DHR will not be able to accept any last 
minute awards.

• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett @liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. 

Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams. Most 
tests are free of charge to Soldiers.

Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Upcoming West Point Soldier For Life—TAP 
Transition Workshops (updated) 

Transition Workshops are designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive 
employment workshop. Service members are required to begin 
the SFL-TAP no later than 12 months before transition. 

Upcoming schedule dates are:
• May 11-15; 
• June 1-5;
• July 13-17;
• June 22-26 (Executive/Retirement Level);
• July 27-31 (Executive/Retirement Level).
Registration is required. 
Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 845-938-0634 to register or 

for more details.

IETD Computer Training Program
The Information Education and Technology Division is 

offering computer courses that include Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, computer skills, keyboard typing skills lab, Dell XT3 
Tablet, Lenovo Tablet and Apple iPad information system.  

Most courses are held over three days, 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday. 

Courses are offered to O/Dean Staff and Faculty, and if 
space permits, to other departments and USMA affiliates (tenant 
organizations, USMA spouses and volunteers.)  

Courses are held in Jefferson Memorial Library (Bldg. 758), 
4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom).   

For details, contact Thomas A. Gorman at 938-1186 or email  
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu.

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENTS

Yoga at Trophy Point
Join the MWR Fitness Center for Yoga at Trophy Point at 5:30 

p.m. Wednesday. For details and to pre-register, call 938-6490.

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
Join Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen May 14 for the Superintendent’s 

Golf Scramble. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. with a 1 p.m. 
shotgun start. 

There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 
prizes and dinner). For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435. 

Benny Haven Lounge
The West Point Club’s Benny Haven Lounge will be closed 

from May 16-Aug. 11. Sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause. For details, call 938-5120.

Nine, Wine and Dine
Join the West Point Golf Course for Nine, Wine and Dine on 

May 29. This tee time event will start with tee times at 5 p.m.  
After the round, enjoy some local wine and dinner.  There is 

a fee for this event, which includes green fees, cart, club rentals, 
wine and dinner. Registration is required by calling 938-2435.

CYSitter Babysitting Training
The will be CYSS Babysitting training from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

June 11-12 at the Youth Center, Bldg. 500.
Attendance both days is necessary for certifi cation, the 

training includes CPR and First Aid. For details and to register, 
call 938-3969 or email khia.wood@usma.edu. 

 
Little Maestros Music Class

EFMP and Hearts Apart Families, join in on the music and 
fun. Bring your little ones and make music together from 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. June 18, July 2, 16, 30 and Aug. 13 at ACS, 
Bldg. 622, in the Heritage Room. 

RSVP to Josephine Toohey at 938-5655 or Josephine.
Toohey@usma.edu or Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or Anne.
Marshall@usma.edu.

Arts & Crafts April class schedule
• Dad and Me Silk Painting Class, 11 a.m.-noon, Saturday. 

Get ready for Mother’s Day and paint a silk scarf.
There is a minimal fee for this class. For details and to register, 

call 938-4812.

Summer Camp Counselor volunteers needed
Come volunteer at the CYS Services School Age Center and 

spend your summer gaining valuable work experience while 
having fun. 

Volunteers must have completed 8th grade and attended  the 
required training (dates to be determined) to volunteer.  

Applicants will be interviewed prior to selection and have 
completed a full background check if selected. Background 
check information will be required to be submitted by May 15.  

All volunteers must be registered with CYSS. Applications 
can be picked up at the CYS Services MST Center, Bldg. 500. 
For details, call 938-8889/0089.

Ready, Set, Bake Program registration
The West Point Club launches its fi rst Ready, Set, Bake 

culinary hands-on baking class for children 9-13 years of age. 
Join Chef Brandon Truesdale three days a week and learn 

the fundamentals of measuring, preparation, sanitation, safety, 
packing and retail. 

Two Sessions will be offered: June 15-17 and June 22-24 from 
9 a,m.-2 p.m. There is a minimal fee for these classes. 

For details and registration, email Chef Truesdale at Brandon.
Truesdale@usma.edu, call 938-5120 or visit westpointmwr.
com/club.

 
Summer Art Camp

Journey with MWR around the globe as it reveals each 
continent’s most unique artistic cultures. Our artists will explore 
mediums such as silk painting, basket weaving, cave painting, 
jewelry making and much more.  

Camp dates are June 23-26, July 14-17, July 21-24 and July 
28-31. Camps are for grades K-5, and will run each week from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m.  

Registration begins May 12. For details, call Arts and Crafts 
at 938-4812.

Golf … What’s the Big Deal
Come see what’s the big deal with golf. The free event is 

noon-1 p.m. Sunday. The West Point Golf Course’s Golf Pro, 
Andy, will show you what is so fun about golf.  

For details, call 938-2435.

Ladies Spring Clinic
Join the West Point Golf Course for its fi rst Ladies Clinic 

of the year. This four-session course will cover the entire game 
of golf from tee to green, and everything in between. Beginners 
are welcome. Four Sessions: 10-11 a.m. Wednesday, May 13, 
20 and 27. Call the Pro Shop at 938-2435 to register.

FOR THE FAMILIES

La Casa Nostra with Vinny Mozzarella and Friends
Join the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. Friday for a night 

EFMP Family Event/PAWS for KIDS
As the weather gets warmer and calendars get fuller, 

remember your fun Exceptional Family Member Program events. 
Come by to have some fun or meet other families with special 

needs you might have in common.  
All our events are free and held at ACS, Bldg. 622 unless 

otherwise noted.
• Tuesday, May 12 and 19—PAWS for KIDS, 3:30-5 p.m.
For details, contact EFMP Program Manager Josephine 

Toohey at 938-5655, Josephine.toohey@usma.edu or the program 

assistant Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or anne.marshall@usma.
edu. 

West Point 5K/10K
Registration is now open for the West Point 5K/10K on May 

9. Register online with www.active.com, keyword “West Point.”  
For details, call 938-4690.

Mother’s Day Brunch at the West Point Club
Enjoy the West Point Club’s traditional brunch on Mother’s 

Day May 10. Two seatings will be available. First seating at 11 
a.m and the second seating at 1 p.m. 

Pre-paid reservations and last day to cancel is May 7. To 
make reservations, call 938-5120.

Horseback Riding Camps registration
Morgan Farm is gearing up for Summer Horseback riding 

camps. The camp dates are set and it is now accepting 2015 
camp registrations. Three- and fi ve-day sessions will be offered. 

Families of deployed service members receive a 10 percent 
discount. 

For details, call 938-3926 or e-mail morganfarm@
westpointmwr.com.

fi lled with Italian music and  authentic Italian food prepared right 
in front of you by the Club’s culinary experts. 

Come and watch “Vinny  Mozzarella” prepare homemade 
mozzarella cheese surrounded by the Club’s Antipasto Bar. See 
Chef Brandon stuff homemade cannolis at the Cannoli Dipping 
Bar. Chef Steve prepares the Club’s famous Rissoto Bar with 
all the fi xings. 

Enjoy a night fi lled with wonderful music by Carmelo Liardi. 
For details and reservations, call 938-5120.

Resiliency Boot Camp for Civilians 
Join ACS from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesday for Civilian 

Resiliency Boot Camp. This is a crash course in resiliency skills 
and you will be given an overview of the Comprehensive Soldier 
and Family Fitness Program’s Master Resiliency Training. 

The courses will cover the six MRT Competencies and 14 
MRT Skills. 

The class will take place at ACS, Bldg. 622, Swift Road. For 
details and to register, call 938-2519.

Military Spouse Appreciation Day at the West Point 
Club

Come join MWR for lunch on this special day with your 
military spouse from 11 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. May 8 at the West Point 
Club. With your purchase of a full-price lunch meal, your military 
spouse dines for half-price. 

Gift bags will be given to all military spouses. For details, 
call 938-5120.

May trips with LTS 
• See the museums of New York City, May 8. Leave West 

Point at 9 a.m. Leave New York City at 3:30 p.m. Visit the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Frick Collection at the Henry 
Clay Frick House or the Guggenheim. Explore Central Park.

There is a minimal fee for this event. For details, call 938-
3601.

BOSS Texas Hold’em and Call of Duty Tournament
Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers is having a fundraiser 

Texas Hold’em and Call of Duty Tournament at 5 p.m. May 15.  
Live music by “218 Detour,” prizes and fi nger foods.  There 

is a fee to enter.  For details, call 938-6497.

Friday Night Jam
Join the MWR Fitness Center for Friday Night Jam Belly 

Dancing 5:30-6:30 p.m. May 29. For details, call 938-6490.

Intramural Softball League
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct a Summer Softball 

League open to all eligible USMA personnel 18 years of age 
and older. Games are played Monday-Wednesday evenings at 
6-9 p.m. League play will start June 1. 

Departments or units desiring to enter a team, contact Jim 
McGuinness at 938-3066 or email jim.mcguinness@usma.edu.   
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West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-May 7
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of April 30-May 7
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Keller information

Get up-to-date Keller Army Community 
Hospital information at http://kach.
amedd.army.mil/ or on social media 
a t  h t t p : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kellerarmycommunityhospital/. 

Keller’s Obstetric Unit offers “Sibling 
Classes”

The Keller Army Community Hospital 
Obstetric Unit will offer “Sibling Classes” 
based on interest. 

The classes will be age appropriate for 3 
years or older. 

For details and/or to register for the class, 
contact the Keller OBU at 845-938-3210.

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Courses

Are you expecting a child this summer or 
in the fall? Are you nervous because you’re 
not sure what to expect?

If so, join Keller Army Community 

Hospital’s Childbirth Education Class Series.
The course begins May 13 and continues 

every Wednesday from 6-8 p.m. through June 
10 in the Hospital’s 2nd fl oor classroom.

To register and/or get more information, 
contact Keller’s Labor & Delivery Unit at 
938-3210.

TRICARE North and Health Net Mobile
Beneficiaries in the TRICARE North 

Region can connect to Health Net’s mobile 
site at www.hnfs.com/go/mobile. This 
streamlined version of www.hnfs.com can 
be accessed on smartphones and tablets with 
no download required. 

You can locate TRICARE-authorized 
providers, Health Net contact information, 
mental health resources and answers to 
frequently asked TRICARE questions. Health 
Net also offers an app for your smartphone 
called “Health Net Mobile,” which enables 
you to view details about your TRICARE 
benefi ts and to fi nd a provider.

• Nature Stroller Group: Come take 
a one-hour hike at the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center 
in Cornwall May 13. 

The popular Nature Stroller group will 
follow the gentle trails of the Outdoor 
Discovery Center and explore the fi eld, pond 
and forest. 

The trails are stroller and toddler friendly. 
BBC will meet at the Visitors Center at 

9:15 a.m. 
To register for this event, email jgellman@

bbcgrp.com with the name and ages of each 
child attending by May 10.

• National Chocolate Chip Day: Stop 
by 132 Bartlett Loop to sit, chat and have 
freshly made chocolate chip cookies May 15. 

BBC will also be serving your favorite 
Java, tea or iced tea.

• Military Spouse Appreciation 
Lunch: In appreciation of military spouses, 
join Balfour Beatty Communities for lunch 
aboard the USMA Ferryboat to cruise the 
majestic beauty of the Hudson River from 
noon-2 p.m. Wednesday. 

Entertainment will be provided by 
Younique Fitness N Dance. Boarding begins 
at 11:30 a.m. at South Dock. 

To register, email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Saturday. This event is for adults only and 
advanced registration via email is required.

• Spring Fling and Mother’s Day 
Craft: Remember this Mother’s Day with a 
keepsake craft made by your children. Stop 
by Dragon Park in Stony II parking lot from 
1-4:30 p.m. May 8 for Mother’s Day craft and 
to pick up free fl owers. 

No registration required.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Friday—Avengers: Age of Ultron, PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday—Avengers: Age of Ultron, PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 
May 8—Avengers: Age of Ultron, PG-13, 7:30 p.m. 
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

Protestant Worship services return to the Cadet Chapel beginning at 10:30 
a.m. Sunday, a change from the Worship schedule below. The congregation 
had been meeting in Mahan Hall during the renovations that took place from 
January through April. Patrons will notice interior renovations included 
cleaning of the stone. Now work will begin on the outside of the Cadet 
Chapel during the next year. The Cadet Chapel will still be open during the 
outside renovations.                      CoUrtesy Photo

Chapel services return
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Golf finishes as runner-up in PL Championships

Junior Marcus Plunkett led all Army West Point golfers with a one over-par three-round series to help 
the Black Knights finish second overall, six strokes behind Patriot League champion Loyola Sunday in 
Hamilton, New York.                      Photo by bethUne CookMan athletiCs

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

Despite shooting the lowest round of the day at 291, the 
Army West Point Golf team placed second in the Patriot League 
Championships just six strokes behind the leader Loyola Sunday 
in Hamilton, New York. 

Five Black Knights were named to the 2015 Patriot League 
Championship team due to their top 20 finishes. Junior Marcus 
Plunkett led Army West Point with a tied for third finish.

Plunkett, sophomore Justin Pagila, sophomore Peter Kim, 
junior Eric Peng and freshman Dean Sakata were all named to 
the All-Tournament team and all finished in the top 14. 

“I am proud of the way the team represented Army West 
Point,” head coach Brian Watts said. “The Team battled hard 
until the end. It is a tough way to end the year knowing that 
we were only a few putts away from moving onto the NCAA 
Regionals. It will hopefully motivate our players to come back 
next fall with more fire in their bellies. 

“This program is going to miss senior captain Robby Hill,” 
he added. “He’s been a great leader on and off the course for 
the team. We are excited about the incoming class and the team 
will be ready to compete again next September.”

The Black Knights totaled 295-282-291—868 to place 
second. They finished just six strokes behind the leader Loyola. 
The next-closest finisher was Colgate with 896 strokes.

Plunkett carded a 70-70-77—217 (+1) to tie for third. He 
shot 11 birdies on the weekend and was Army West Point’s top 
finisher. Pagila placed sixth at three-over and Kim finished tied 
for eighth after tallying 225 strokes. 

Peng and Sakata were both tied for 14th at nine-over. Senior 
Robby Hill capped-off his four years with the team with a 234 
strokes to finish in 30th place. 

Kim sank his second eagle of the weekend in the final 
round Sunday. Plunkett had the second-most birdies in the 
championship with 11. 

The Patriot League Championship concludes Army 
West Point’s 2014-15 season. The Black Knights won two 
tournaments and had two individual titles throughout the season.

Sophomore Justin Pagila finished in sixth place 
shooting a 219 in three rounds at the Patriot League 
Championships.        Photo by arMy athletiC CoMMUniCations
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Men’s Lacrosse falls in Patriot League Championship

Senior attackman John Glesener recorded his fourth hat trick of the season finishing with three goals and adding an assist in Army West Point’s 11-8 loss to 
Colgate in the Men’s Lacrosse Patriot League Championship game Sunday at Navy-Marine Corps Stadium in Annapolis, Maryland. Glesener completed his 
Black Knight career scoring 13 goals, five assists in six PL Tournament contests.                    Photo by DoUg kaPUstin

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The fifth-seeded Army West Point Men’s 
Lacrosse team saw its run to the Patriot League 
title come to an end in the championship game 
Sunday with an 11-8 loss to 18th-ranked Colgate 
at Navy-Marine Corps Stadium in Annapolis, 
Maryland. 

The Black Knights (10-6) were led by senior 
attackman John Glesener with his fourth hat 
trick of the season and two of the three goals 
came in the second half. Glesener also added an 
assist for a team-high four points. He finished his 
Patriot League Tournament career with 13 goals 
and five assists for 18 points in six tournament 
contests. 

Cole Johnson recorded three points on a goal 
and two assists. 

Dan Grabher had his best faceoff game of 
the season, winning 18-of-23 as the Raiders had 
no answer for him. Sam Somers made six saves 
in net in the loss. Glesener, Grabher and Alex 
Newsome were named to the All-Tournament 
Team. 

“Danny Grabher did a great job today,” 
head coach Joe Alberici said. “He gave us a lot 
of possession time and I felt like we had good 
patience against the zone, which was exactly 
what we wanted to do. Unfortunately, we had 
some unforced turnovers.” 

Colgate (10-4) won its second Patriot 
League Tournament championship thanks to 
four goals from Cameron Williams and two 
goals and two assists from Ryan Walsh, the 
tournament’s most outstanding player. 

Tyler Rigo also had two goals and rookie 
Anthony Abbadessa chipped in with two points. 
Brandon Burke stopped eight shots to earn the 
win with five coming in the first half. 

“Congratulations to Colgate and coach 
Murphy,” Alberici said. “They have had a 
great year and credit goes to them after turning 
around a four-game losing at the mid-point of 
the season into six in a row. They made more 
plays then we did.” 

The Raiders took the 2-0 lead with 5:04 
left in the first quarter. Walsh scored both goals 
unassisted with the first one coming on a scoop 
and score in front on a 30-second timer. Army 

West Point responded with Miller and Glesener 
scoring back-to-back goals to tie the game at 
the end of the opening frame. Johnson assisted 
on Miller’s goal and on Glesener’s 28th of the 
year came from Matt Bowman as he drew the 
defense away. 

The Black Knights kept the momentum into 
the second quarter with Johnson giving Army 
West Point its first lead at 3-2. He rolled to the 
front of the net and the slide didn’t come from 
the Colgate defense and he beat Burke at the 
11:43 mark. Williams put the Raiders back on 
top with a natural hat trick and they had a 5-3 
advantage at the break. 

The teams traded goals in the first six 
minutes of the third quarter with Glesener 
scoring both and looked to be heating up. Jack 
Stebbins tallied a wacky goal as he looked 
to pass the ball to the top of the crease, but 
it avoided about three sticks and ended up in 
the back of the net. Matt Clarkson made it 7-4 
before Glesener’s third of the day sliced the 
Raider advantage to 7-5 at the 6:58 mark of the 
third frame. 

The Raiders responded with two-straight 

and built their largest lead at 9-5 with Rigo and 
Williams netting back-to-back goals coming 
18 seconds apart. It was the second time in the 
quarter that Colgate tallied goals in less than 20 
seconds. Michael Larrabee stopped the short 
run with his second of the year coming off a 
faceoff win by Grabher and at the end of the 
third Colgate held a three-goal lead at 9-6. 

Connor Cook tallied his 33rd of the year, 
1:28 into the final frame to cut the Raider 
advantage down to 9-7 with Johnson adding 
his second assist. 

Abbadessa then put Colgate back up by three 
with an unassisted score as he shrugged off a 
defender and ended up open in front to beat the 
shot clock and give the Raiders a 10-7 lead with 
8:14 left. The Black Knights saw Newsome cut 
the advantage back down to two goals with his 
13th of the year, but Rigo sealed the title win 
with an empty net tally to close out the scoring 
at 11-8. 

Army West Point is back on the field for its 
final home game of the season as No. 1 Notre 
Dame visits Michie Stadium at 1 p.m. Saturday 
on CBS Sports Network. 
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Franklin’s strong pitching helps Baseball avoid sweep

Senior Kate Roose scored a try early in second half in Army 
West Point’s 33-0 win over Air Force April 25 in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. Roose added another try within three 
minutes of the Black Knights 63-0 win over VCU Sunday.  
                    Photo by CorDell hoffer

By Mark Mohrman
Army Athletic Communications

Garrison Franklin held Navy to two runs 
over seven innings and Justin French closed the 
3-2 victory for the Army West Point Baseball 
team in game two of Sunday’s doubleheader at 
Johnson Stadium at Doubleday Field. The win 
helped the Black Knights avoid a sweep after 
Navy won the first game of the day 3-0.

The win moved Army West Point to 20-23 
overall and 6-14 in the Patriot League, while 
Navy fell to 13-7 in the conference and 32-17 
on the year.

Franklin improved to 2-0 in 2015 after 
scattering four hits, fanning six and walking 
three Navy hitters.

His counterpart, Navy’s Kyle Condry was 
solid over his 4.2 innings, but was hurt by two 
Navy errors that helped Army take the lead in the 
fifth. Condry was responsible for three runs (one 
earned), on five hits with no walks or strikeouts.

Adrian Chinnery’s RBI double down the 
left field line put the Mids in front in their first 
trip to the dish. Brad Borosak, who walked and 
swiped second base, scored on the play to give 
Navy a 1-0 advantage.

Army West Point tied the game in the bottom 
of the second inning by manufacturing a run as 
a result of Ryan Levenhagen’s leadoff double. 
Consecutive sacrifices, the second a deep fly 
ball to left field by rookie Brandon Lee made 
it 1-1 after two.

The score remained tied until the Cadets 
broke the deadlock with two unearned runs in 
the bottom of the fifth. 

An error by Logan Knowles at third base 
let Johnny Griffith reach safely and he was at 
third base with two outs three batters later. Ben 
Smith came to the plate and ripped a ground ball 
through the legs of Knowles to plate Griffith. 

Next, Mark McCants hit a bouncer through 

the hole on the right side, which ended Condry’s 
day and brought Sam Sorenson out of the Navy 
pen. 

The first pitch he threw was smoked into the 
left field corner by Alex Jensen as Smith scored 
to increase the lead to 3-1. McCants attempted to 
score all the way from first, but he was gunned 
down at the plate to end the inning.

Navy wasted no time in getting one run 
back in the top of the sixth. Sean Trent started 
the inning with a two-base hit over the head of 
Jacob Page in center field. 

A productive ground out moved Trent to 
third and a sacrifice fly by Connor Deneen 
made it 3-2.

Franklin tossed a 1-2-3 seventh and started 
the eighth by walking leadoff man Robert 
Currie. At that point, Justin French came into 
the game and cleaned things up nicely with a 
groundout, pickoff and strikeout.

French remained in the game at the start of 
the ninth and faced Chinnery to start the inning. 
A ground ball off the end of the bat squirted 
away from Ryan Levenhagen at first base for 
an infield single, plus an error gave the Mids 
two baserunners with nobody out. 

A chopper to Rosoff at third let the rookie 
tag Chinnery for the first out. An error on a 
bouncing ball hit to second loaded the bases for 
pinch hitter Drew Hayes. 

French got him swinging on an outside 
pitch, then left them loaded for his first save as 
Travis Blue flew out to center for the final out.

“We live in the moment and try to win each 
game as it comes,” head coach Matt Reid said 
following the victory. “We have a lot of work 
to do this week as a team. Wednesday is a big 
game for us against Marist in the battle for the 
Hudson River. We are really excited to play in 
front of the Hudson Valley against a great team. 
It is another opportunity for us to compete and 
that is what we need to continue to do.”

Junior pitcher Garrison Franklin held Navy to two runs over seven innings to 
help Army West Point to a 3-2 victory over the Midshipmen in game two of a 
doubleheader Sunday at Johnson Stadium.                    Photo by PatriCk teWey

Women’s Rugby claims title at Virginia Beach 7s Tournament
By Kelly Dumrauf
Army Athletic Communications

The Army West Point Women’s Rugby team wrapped 
up regular season action at the USA Rugby Virginia Beach 
Sevens Tournament, claiming the championship with wins 
over service academy rivals Air Force and VCU. 

Army West Point kicked the tournament off April 25 
with a 33-0 win over Air Force on a rainy afternoon meeting. 
They moved on defeat VCU by a mark of 63-0 Sunday 
morning to take the top prize.

In game one, Ashley Mohr got things started, scoring 
back-to-back tries in the first and second minutes, with 
Nicole Heavirland adding the conversion following the 
second score, lifting the lead to 12-0 early on. 

In the fifth minute, Allison Wilson earned the final score 
of the half, with Heavirland adding the conversion, sending 
the Black Knights into the break with the 19-0 lead. 

Kate Roose set the pace following the break, scoring 
in the first minute. 

Heavirland’s kick put Army West Point up 26-0. Junior 
Allie McDonald closed out the scoring in the sixth minute 
of the second half, as Heavirland booted her fourth kick of 
the afternoon, securing the 33-0 victory.

The Cadets continued their dominance in game two, 
posting a dominant 63-0 shutout over VCU in game two. 

McDonald posted the game’s first points in the first 
minute with Heavirland converting the kick to put Army 
West Point up 7-0. Roose answered in the third minute, 
with Heavirland again booting the kick, earning a 14-0 lead. 

In the fourth minute, Heavirland posted a try and 
conversion and was followed by a successful try from 
Lindy Clark in the fifth. Heavirland scored her second of 
the game, in the final seconds, posting her fifth conversion 
of the half (on five attempts) to put the Black Knights up 
35-0 through one half. 

Army West Point kept the pressure on in the second half 
as Kirsten Redmon posted a score in the first minute. Clark 
scored in the second minute and Chandler Cole added try 
in the third as Heavirland continued her perfect afternoon 
of kicking, to earn the 56-0 advantage. 

Clark scored her third of the tournament in the fifth 
minute to close out the scoring, with Heavirland posting 
her ninth conversion of the game, to secure the 63-0 win. 

The Cadets will return to West Point on May 2-3 when 
they host the American Collegiate Rugby Association 
(ACRA) Sevens Championships from Anderson Rugby 
Complex. 


