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Tax Center is open for business

Invasive species have way of disturbing native ecosystems

S u b m i t t i n g 
service requests 
as a BBC resident
Submitted by Balfour Beatty Communities

Are you a Balfour Beatty Communities resident that 
needs to place a service request? We would be more than 
happy to assist. 

As a company, we are committed to providing quality 
services to all of our residents—whether it’s early morning 
or late at night, our maintenance technicians are on call 24 
hours a day/seven days a week.

To place a service request with Balfour Beatty 
Communities at West Point Family Housing, call 446-3570 
between 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

For requests outside of regular operating hours, please 
call 446-3570. All service requests are designated as either 
a routine, emergency or urgent request. 

Want to know where your request falls? Visit our website 
at www.westpointfamilyhousing.com to learn more about 
expected response times.

To ensure that we deliver the best in service, residents 
are encouraged to fill out service comment cards. We take 
all customer feedback seriously and all comments are 
reviewed and tracked. 

We would love to know how we are doing and how we 
may better assist residents in the future.

Not a Balfour Beatty Communities resident but 
interested in leasing with us? Call 446-6407 to tour today. 

For additional community management questions, call 
446-6407.

By Nathan Reyor 
Directorate of Public Works

What are “invasive species?” Simply 
defined, invasive species are non-native 
(exotic) organisms, which cause damage to 
native ecosystems.  

An increasing number of people are 
becoming aware of the devastating impacts 
brought on by newly introduced species, such 
as the fungus responsible for White-nose 
Syndrome (WNS) in native bat populations. 

Like many introductions of non-native 
organisms, this fungus was probably brought 
over from Europe on cave exploration gear, 
or even on the bottom of someone’s sneakers. 

Once established, the disease began 
affect ing bat  colonies ,  with the f i rs t 
documented mortalities found in Howe 

Cavern, New York, in 2006. 
Since then, WNS has killed millions of 

bats across the Northeast and continues to 
spread west. Other introductions, such as 
water chestnut and starlings, were intentional. 

Many of the most troublesome invasive 
plants taking over our native ecosystems were 
planted in gardens for their aesthetics.  

Two of the major invasive species found 
on the U.S. Military Academy grounds, 
the Multiflora rose and Autumn olive, are 
examples of this. They were initially planted 
for landscaping in the 1970s.

Managing invasive species can sometimes 
be a case of trial and error. Some infestations, 
especially if they are detected early and are 
small, can be removed manually. 

Others may require more extensive 
measures such as the application of a 

pesticide/herbicide or complicated trapping 
and removal that can be both time consuming 
and expensive. 

New, creative control measures are tried 
periodically; the introduction of another 
species, or “biological control” can also be a 
viable strategy for invasive treatments.  

These biological controls are organisms 
that feed or otherwise negatively affect the 
target species while having no impact on 
native species. 

Biological controls are used to treat 
invasive species at West Point.  

Purple loosestrife is an invasive species 
which is commonly found in wetlands. There 
are multiple species of beetle (Galerucella 
calmariensis, G. pusilla) which have been 
released on the reservation to help mitigate 
and control the spread of loosestrife.  

The beetle larva feed on the loosestrife’s 
leaves which affect the growth and seed 
production of the plant.   

Land managers have even tried utilizing 
goats as a control method on exotic plant 
infestations.  

The more we learn about invasive species 
and their effects on our local ecosystems, the 
more efficient we will be at managing them. 
The best and easiest method is prevention. 

Invasive species affect us all, and we all 
can make a difference in stopping their spread. 

Learning about  which species  are 
problematic and reporting infestations can 
prevent them from becoming widespread. 

For details, visit www.nyis.info or stop 
by the Natural Resources Office, Bldg. 144.

( E d i t o r ’s  n o t e :  T h i s  s t o r y  h a d 
contributions by Mary Miller-Keas.)

The Quarterly Black and Gold Volunteer Recognition Ceremony was conducted in early February at the 
Army Community Service. There were 24 awardees recognized at the event, which was hosted by the 
Garrison Commander Col. Landy Dunham and Command Sgt. Maj. Joel Crawford. The Volunteer of the 
Quarter was Gayle Colacicco from the American Red Cross.      Courtesy Photo

Black and Gold volunteer recognition

By West Point Office of the 
Staff Judge Advocate

As tax season continues,  the 
West  Poin t  Off ice  of  the  S ta ff 
Judge Advocate offers tax advice, 
preparation and filing to all eligible 
beneficiaries.

The West Point Tax Center is free 
of charge and available to cadets, 
active duty servicemembers and their 
families, military retirees and National 
Guard and reservists who served more 
than 30 consecutive days on active 
duty during the calendar year.

The Tax Center  i s  open and 

operates until April 15. 
The Tax Center, located in Bldg. 

626, will see clients on an appointment 
basis from 8 a.m.-noon and 1:15-5 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

To schedule an appointment, 
call 938-5920. For details, contact 
WPStaff_SJA_Tax@usma.edu.
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(Above) Class of 2015 Cadet 
Leo Matthews (far right) listens 
in on one table discussion 
during the Feb. 23 Leader 
Challenge session, also the 
last one of the academic year. 
(Right) Class of 2015 Cadet 
Karlo Miller meets outside 
the Mahan Hall classroom to 
provide final instruction to 
his table facilitators. (Below, 
left) Lt. Col. Pete Kilner, the 
Center for the Advancement 
of Leader Development and 
Organizat ional  Learning 
(CALDOL) director, briefs 
platoon leaders and mentors  
Jan. 6 during the orientation 
a n d  r e h e a r s a l  i n s i d e 
Eisenhower Hall before the 
first of two Leader Challenge 
sessions this semester.

Leader Challenge provides platoon-level learning

See LEADER CHALLENGE, PAGE 4

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The sounds of chairs and desks screeching across the floor echoing down 
a vacant hallway would be agonizing if anyone was there to hear it. Most of 
the Corps was still at lunch as firsties entered their assigned rooms and began 
converting the normal configurations into what will serve as small group 
discussions. They run down their checklists and, soon, more than 2,000 cadets 
will join them in the semester’s final Leader Challenge.

The Leader Challenge provides a forum where cadets conduct platoon-
level professional development sessions based on real-world problems told 
by the officers who experienced them. 

The 144 cadets serving as platoon leaders become responsible for their 
unit’s experience with assistance from mentors who provide context and insight 
to the proceeding. The platoon leaders handpick their colleagues to serve as 
table facilitators who steer the conversations.

The program was designed by the Center for the Advancement of Leader 
Development and Organizational Learning (CALDOL) in support of the 
Simon Center for the Professional Military Ethic. 

Cadets engage in two sessions per semester with more than 2,000 involved 
each time, including staff, mentors and TAC teams. While large-scale in nature, 
the sessions are conducted by platoons simultaneously and independently in 
their classrooms. 

Piloted with the Class of 2008—one company for an entire year—the 
Leader Challenge later expanded into a Corps-wide program and is currently 
in its fourth iteration. Lt. Col. Ray Kimball, CALDOL, said the program has 
also been used to train active-duty units across the Army at every level.

This semester’s Leader Challenge launched in early January at Eisenhower 
Hall with an orientation and rehearsal. The initial meeting linked the platoon 
leader with his or her mentor and TAC team. Lt. Col. Pete Kilner, CALDOL 
director, provided a brief on the Leader Challenge’s three components—
scenario, arrangement and conversation—and how they combine to contribute 
to the entire leader development outcome.

“Platoon leaders, for every one of you, this is your first time you’ll be 
leading this challenge,” Kilner told them. “It’s your show and your opportunity 
to prepare and lead training. Those 20-22 cadets in your platoon are either 
going to be bored and have maybe a decent experience for 50 minutes or could 
have a great experience which totally comes down to how well you prepared 

yourself and your subordinates.” 
Plan ahead and visualize how those 48 minutes of class 

time will go before conducting the rehearsal, he advised. 
The worst thing a leader can do is go into a training 

program cold, without any sort of preparation. If the 
session appears impromptu or unprofessional, the audience 
will reject it or find it a waste of time, he said.

“Rehearsal is always the most important thing you can 
do before execution,” Kilner said.

For the most part, the platoon leaders said they’ve 
experienced both good and bad sessions; the good ones 
yield exciting conversations that reverberate well past 
the scheduled class time. Bad ones tend to involve 
straightforward scenarios that don’t seem to generate 
much dialogue. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Matthew Campbell, for one, 
said he’s never experienced a stagnant conversation. The 
general consensus indicates the program is worth their 
time, as long as platoon leaders make that time worthwhile. 

“This is giving cadets, a couple times each semester, 
a chance to step into the experience of some junior 
officer out there and think deeply about it; to actually 
engage themselves in the experience so you can gain 
in a sense a vicarious experience from it,” Kilner said. 
“In conversation, the knowledge is constructed. In the 

leader challenge we’re all in the mix, jointly constructing 
it and maybe we’ll all end up learning the same things. 
So it’s a different kind of learning, a different kind of 
development.” 

The session begins with a scenario video of a junior 
officer explaining a real-life situation that could have 
ethical, legal and sometime strategic consequence. Groups 
discuss what they would do before watching the next clip 
that reveals the actual outcome, which groups will critique 
and examine further. 

Cadets also rotate among tables after each round and 
briefly share insights from their previous group. Another 
video presents an applicable story by another officer, 
followed by more discussion. 

The fourth and final round allows mentors, platoon 
leaders and others to share personal experiences and 
insights on the challenge. 

Kilner said the objective is not finding the right answer 
to the scenario but developing an understanding of the 
situation.

“Because leadership decisions aren’t just made and 
then they’re over,” he said. “A lot of times if you’re making 
one hard decision, you’re also opening up a whole tree 
of other decisions. 
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LEADER CHALLENGE, 
cont’d from Page 3

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Hank Thomas, guest speaker at the annual African-American 
History Observance Feb. 23 at the West Point Club, spoke on 
the fight for civil rights. Thomas, a living history lesson, spoke 
about being one of the original 13 freedom riders who risked 
their lives traveling on buses through the south to test the laws 
in place to desegregate interstate travel in 1961. 

“My name is Hank Thomas,” Thomas said. “And I am a 
Freedom Rider, I am a spiritual Buffalo Soldier and I fought for 
the right to be called “The Man.” I boarded a bus going south.  
I could not vote, be served in a restaurant or rent a room in my 
hometown. Blacks and whites sitting together and their fight 
against racism changed this country. Fifty percent of those who 
were arrested were white and 65 percent of those who were 
white were Jews.

“We had to have allies,” Thomas added. “Whites of goodwill 
who knew what was going on, especially in the south, and those 
steadfast with us fighting for civil rights––were Jews.”

Thomas spoke about his involvement in the civil rights 
movement more than 50 years ago, yet he is an American civil 
rights activist to this day and a businessman. 

“I was a catalyst for social change and freedom ... it can be 
easily lost for each generation and it must continue to fight lest 
sometime we lose what we gained,” Thomas said. “I am in my 
74th year and I am proud of the role that my generation played in 
bringing about change in America, especially discharging unjust 
laws, unjust laws of segregation and discrimination.”

Thomas can attest to the indignities of segregation, threats to 

Thomas, former Freedom Rider, speaks at observance

Hank Thomas, guest speaker at the 2015 African-
American History Observance, is an American 
civil rights activist and was one of the 13 original 
Freedom Riders who rode buses in the South. 
Thomas poses with former Buffalo Soldier, retired 
Staff Sgt. Sanders Matthews, Feb. 23.
his life, and numerous imprisonments for exercising his rights, 
yet he came by this heritage almost by accident. Thomas’ college 

roommate signed up for the bus ride, but fell ill with the flu, so 
Thomas took his seat on the bus. Today, he warns of the necessity 
for the fight for civil rights to continue.

“Yesterday, we fought for the right to vote,” Thomas said. 
“Today, voter suppression is a rallying cry. The civil rights 
movement brought about changes to many unjust laws, and 
a casual glance at my rap sheet of 22 arrests; one can easily 
conclude that I was a career criminal.” 

Thomas was charged with treason against the state of 
Mississippi, considered an outlaw in Alabama and was wanted 
for being an outside agitator to stir up the Negros.

“I have spent the first 20 years of my life living under 
American apartheid, the segregation system,” Thomas said. 
“I have climbed mountains and I have reached the stars. Even 
though I grew up in poverty, I never believed it was my destiny. 
I never owned poverty and it never defined me.”

Thomas then recited one of the stanzas from the poem “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing,” then added his own finish.

“Stony is the road we trod, bitter the chast’ning rod felt in 
the day that hope yet unborn had died. Yet with a steady beat, 
have not a weary feet,”… bring us to 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., 
where Barack Obama and Michelle reside.”

Thomas voted for Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Carter 
through the years, but he is proudest that he voted for President 
Obama, “a man who looks like me.”

 “I am proud that my country elected a man of such diverse 
heritage,” Thomas said. “Since that election, I can truly say, you 
are America, you are beautiful. Since that November night, I can 
truly say my country ‘tis of thee, and since that night, I can truly 
say, I am proud to be an American.”

(Right) A Black History Month Celebration was 
conducted Feb. 19 at Keller Army Community 
Hospital that included a performance by the U.S. 
Military Academy Cadet Gospel Choir. Pictured, 
cadets from the choir  pose for a photo with retired 
Staff Sgt. Sanders H. Matthews, a Buffalo Soldier of 
the 10th Calvary stationed at West Point.

2015 Black 
History 
Month

“And these are things you have to address, relationships you have to mend, risks you have 
to mitigate … and everything else,” Kilner added.

With a Corps of Cadets pressed for time with academics, athletics and assorted commitments, 
these leadership conversations don’t always occur spontaneously, or even frequently, among 
colleagues—even at a military academy. 

The Leader Challenge provides that time to think about things like, how would you respond 
if an Afghan accused one of your Soldiers’ of stealing a pistol and found out later it was true? 
Or, what would you do if one of your Soldiers—a SHARP victim—was flagged for failing a PT 
test soon after the assault?

Class of 2015 Cadet Leo Matthews said the Leader Challenge has been the best platoon-level 
training he’s had during the academic year.

“This is a good time for us to talk about these situations, work out possible solutions and 

realize that we’re actually going to have to deal with this stuff ourselves on a regular basis,” 
Matthews said. 

Matthews has experienced these sessions as a group participant and now a platoon leader 
and said the scenarios are almost always thought-provoking and induces quality dialogue. 

“A lot of it comes down to the quality of the conversations, which are entirely dependent 
on how willing people are to participate,” Matthews said. 

And, of course, rehearsal.
“They (CALDOL) really give you everything you need, and they tell you everything you 

possibly need to know,” Matthews said. “More than just information, they provide suggestions 
for running a small group discussion and how you should prepare each round. I’d meet my 
table leaders outside the classroom and we’d watch the videos and talk about each scenario to 
familiarize ourselves.”

Matthews said facilitators, ideally, should bring more to the table than just the first things 
that come to mind after watching a scenario.

“Everyone can do that on their own,” he said. “You’re here to ask leading questions and 
provide a little extra background; maybe do some research on your own.”

To learn more about CALDOL (also known as the Center for Company-level Leaders), visit 
http://www.usma.edu/caldol/SitePages/About.aspx.
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Soldiers for Citizens: Soldiers for Citizens, a service 
club sponsored by the Center for the Study of Civil-Military 
Operations and the Cadet Community on Civil-Military 
Operations, coordinated an event with eight cadets Feb. 21. 

Working with the local Veteran Affairs Hospital in 
Wappingers Falls, the group spent the day with veterans of 
several different military branches whose service spans through 
some of the nation’s largest conflicts. 

The event was a huge success, with the hospital officials 
expressing interest for cadets to come back and visit again.  
Ultimately, these cadets took the time to give back to the veterans 
who have put themselves in harm’s way. 

Powerlifting: The Army Powerlifting team competed 
Feb. 14 in the Northeast Collegiate Invitational hosted by the 
University of Scranton. The primary purpose of this meet was 
to give some lifters who had not yet met qualifying totals for 
Collegiate Nationals to do so, and to give some younger lifters 
more experience in a meet situation. 

With only half the team competing, Army lifters rose to the 
challenge and competed hard, staying in contention for many 
of the top prizes throughout the day. Class of 2017 Cadet Seth 
Kirchner joined the ranks of Army Powerlifters to squat more 
than  600 pounds, reaching the benchmark in his first official 
collegiate meet. 

The highlight of the day was Class of 2016 Cadet Tom 
Evans, who pulled a 611-pound deadlift and set a new American 
Collegiate Record in the 163-pound weight class in the process. 

Overall, Army lifters competed hard and took second place 
in the team competition. Army will next compete in April at 
USAPL Collegiate Nationals in Atlanta.

Equestrian: The West Point Equestrian team traveled to 
Briarwood Farm (Black River Stables) Feb. 28 in Ringoes, New 
Jersey, and participated in the first English riding show of the 
semester. Cadets Caroline Harris and Katherine Iwanyk placed 
first in Class 1 (walk/trot). 

Cadets Madeleine Arnold and Crystel Calderon placed second 
in their classes of intermediate fences and walk/trot/canter, 
respectively; Cadets Laivan Greene, Vanda Niemi, Alexandra 
Vinson and Shawna Moore, placed third in their respective 
classes; Class 1 (walk/trot), walk/trot/canter and open flat. The 
team finished fourth out of 10 schools. The team has only one 
more English show until regionals.

Alpine Ski: The West Point Alpine Ski team competed Feb. 
20-23 in the USCSA Mid-East Division Regional Championship 
at Bristol Mountain Ski Resort for the first time in three years. 

Among the 13 competing schools were Cornell, Syracuse, 
Skidmore, Rochester Institute of Technology, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and Binghamton Universities. Class of 
2018 Cadet Sawyer Harkins was selected as all-conference 
second team skier. 

Army Alpine will finish its season at Mount Bachelor, 
Oregon, competing in the USCSA National Championship 
March 1-7.

Cadet Community on Civil-Military Operations: The 
C3MO traveled to Washington, D.C., Feb. 25, where 16 cadets 
participated in tours and briefs at USAID, USIP, the Pentagon, 
Capitol Hill and the West Wing. Engagements were focused on 
civil military operations and civil military relations. 
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE
Pistol: The Pistol team traveled to Annapolis, Maryland, 

Feb. 27 for the annual Army-Navy Pistol Match. 
In the three open events (Air Pistol, Free Pistol and Standard 

Pistol) in which men and women compete equally, West Point 
won with an aggregate score of 6,351 to Navy’s 6,317. Class of 
2017 Cadet Jeff Schanz shot the match high score of 564 (out of 
600) in Air Pistol. Class of 2015 Cadet Ames Evans and Class of 
2017  Cadet Minhee Pak followed closely with both shooting 558. 
Class of 2016 Cadet Anthony Veith completed the four-person 
scoring team and shot 551. Class of 2017 Cadet Travis Moody 
had the team high score of 512 in Free Pistol. Schanz shot a 503, 
Veith shot 500 and Evans shot 498. 

In Standard Pistol, Schanz had the team high score of 537, 
Veith shot 526, Moody shot 524 and Pak shot 520. 

In the two women’s only events (Women’s Air Pistol and 
Sport Pistol), West Point won with an aggregate score of 2,710 
to Navy’s 2,612. 

Pak shot the match high scores for both events with a 372 
out of a possible 400 in Air Pistol and 556 out of a possible 600 
in Sport Pistol. Class of 2015 Cadet Melody Yap shot a 361 in 
Air Pistol and a 546 in Sport Pistol. Class of 2017 Cadet Sarah 
Baermann rounded out the Air Pistol Scoring team with a 356. 
Class of 2017 Cadet Haana Yu rounded out the Sport team and 
shot 519. 

Spectrum: The Spectrum Club traveled to New York 
City Feb. 27 for a performance of “Cabaret” at Studio 54.  
After the performance, Alan Cumming, the star of the show, 
invited the group backstage where Cadet Daniel Mauldin 
presented the actor with the Cadet Tar Bucket as a memento.

Pipes and Drums: The Mid-Hudson St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee invited the West Point Pipes and Drums and 
the Celtic Dancers to perform Sunday at its St. Patrick’s season 
kickoff event. The Pipes & Drums and the Dancers performed for 
more than 500 community members of Greenwood Lake, New 
York, in the Arthur Finnegan American Legion Post. 

The afternoon was full of groups performing traditional 
Irish music, local Irish dance groups, local bagpipe bands; and 
was capped off by the performance of West Point band and 
dancers. The band and dancers hope to continue performing for 
local and regional Irish cultural organizations and groups as a 
way of promoting the club and celebrating Irish heritage and 
contributions to American culture. 

 Pipers from the U.S. Corps of Cadets Pipes & Drums 
traveled Feb. 28 to Albany, New York, and competed at the 
Scotia Glenville Indoor Competition in both solo performances 
and as a quartet. 

Cadets Kyle Williams, Liam Bradley, George Roden and 
Michael Kenny all competed for the first time as soloists in the 
Grade 4 Senior Competition, where they each received valuable 
feedback from Judge Lezlie Webster. Williams received a fifth 
place in Grade IV. 

Cadet Andrew Coulter competed in Grade 1 (the highest level 
of the competition) and won by placing first in both the March/
Strathspey/Reel (MSR) and the Hornpipe/Jig and second in the 
Piobaireachd. Finally, the quartet ended the day by placing third 
in the Grade 5 Quartet competitions. 

Four pipers from the West Point Pipes and Drums, 
which included the future lead players of the band traveled 
down to Newark, New Jersey, to watch the Metro Cup Solo 
Piping Invitational Feb. 21-22. The Metro Cup is the premier 
professional solo piping event in North America, with Gold 
Medal pipers and Glenfiddich champions competing.

Women’s Boxing: The Women’s Boxing team competed 
Feb. 27 at the Brigade Boxing Open in Eisenhower Hall and 
hosted a small social to welcome their opponents from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy.

Class of 2015 Cadets Yomanda Martin and Rita Wiley fought 
against each other in the seventh bout of the evening. Martin won 
the bout, but both boxers demonstrated excellent skill and a lot 
of heart in the ring. On Feb. 28, the team hosted the annual West 
Point Women’s Boxing Invitational. Two bouts featured boxers 
from the University of Maryland, and two featured the debut of 
the U.S. Air Force Academy Women’s Boxing team, including 
their team captain, Class of 2015 Cadet Hope Stremcha. 

Class of 2017 Cadet Gabriela Barrera-Gutierrez defeated 
USAF Cadet Hope Stremcha in the first 120-pound bout by TKO 
in the second round. Wiley faced off against Shayne Zaplitny 
from the University of Maryland and lost by TKO in the second 
round.

Class of 2018 Cadet Kimberly Wolfe fought against USAF 
Cadet Joy Fordyce in the third fight of the afternoon. This was 
Wolfe’s first fight and emerged victorious by decision after the 
third round. The fourth and final bout matched Class of 2015 
Cadet Melissa Box against Lindsey Ferry from the University 
of Maryland. After three grueling rounds, Box lost the decision. 

Skeet and Trap: The Skeet and Trap team braved frigid 
temperatures and challenging winds to once again claim the 
Hudson Cup in its semi-annual match against rival Yale. 

The match was hosted at Yale’s shooting fields in East Lyme, 
Connecticut, and resulted in a strong performance by the cadets 
who bested the Yale shooters by seven targets, 458-451. The 
teams have competed as rivals against one another since 1940 
and have developed a strong but competitive friendship over the 
years. They will next see each other in late March at the Collegiate 
National Championships in San Antonio.

Men’s Volleyball: Men’s Army Volleyball hosted the 
Royal Military College of Canada and the Virginia Military 
Institute for a service academy tournament at Arvin Gym Feb. 
28. West Point triumphed over VMI in the first best-of-five 
match, but fell to RMC in a spirited and competitive match. 
Maj. Brett Lea, officer-in-charge, took the RMC players and 
coaches on a historical tour of Trophy Point and Fort Putnam 
and the cadets hosted a dinner at The Stadium Restaurant in 
Garrison for the entire RMC team. 

Society of Women Engineers: The West Point 
Chapter of Society of Women Engineers went to Boston to 
attend the Region F SWE Conference Feb. 27-Sunday. 

This year’s conference theme was “SWE are the Future.” 
Cadets attended workshops and seminars focused on 
sustainability, creativity and preparing oneself to be successful 
in the engineering profession. 

The cadets also presented and won a bid to host next year’s 
Region F Conference at West Point. 

The theme of the 2016 Regional SWE Conference will 
be “Leadership in Engineering.” The SWE are very happy 
to have been selected to host the 2016 conference, given that 
is the 40th anniversary of the first class of women entering 
West Point. 
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Fine Arts Forum:  Professor Marc 
Napolitano and Maj. Michael Kieser chaperoned 
a trip section Feb. 28 to the Metropolitan Opera 
for a performance of Gioachino Rossini’s “La 
Donna del Lago,” a Romantic opera based 
on the poetry of Sir Walter Scott. The cadets 
in the Opera Forum had an opportunity to 
watch world-renowned mezzo-soprano Joyce 

DiDonato in the title role of “the Lady of the 
Lake.” 

The cadets came away from the event with 
a deep appreciation for both the talents of the 
lead singers and for the majesty and grandeur 
of the Metropolitan Opera House, one of the 
most beautiful and historically important 
performance spaces in New York City.

CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Nordic Ski: The West Point Nordic Ski 
team attended their last event of the season, Feb. 
20-22—the Eastern Collegiate Ski Conference 
Regional Competition held at Camp Ethan Allen 
Training Center in Jericho, Vermont. 

Five members of the team competed in 
the events, which included an 8.5K Classic 
race and a 1K Sprint Qualifier race followed 
by elimination heats Feb. 28, and a 15K Skate 
race on Sunday. 

Several of West Point’s men showed great 
improvements in their 8.5K Classic race times, 
with Class of 2016 Cadet Landon Hanson 
finishing in 33:59 (his Craftsbury Common meet 
time for the 8.5K was 51:17) and Class of 2016 
Cadet Spencer Read completed the course in 
39:33 (he finished in 1:02:40 at the Craftsbury 
Common meet). 

Class of 2016 Cadet Dylan Gahm recorded 
an 8.5K race time of 35:42, placing his finish 
solidly in the middle of the West Point men’s 
results. In the women’s 8.5K Classic, Class of 
2017 Cadet Emily Beecher finished the course 
in 43:00, compared to her Craftsbury time of 

1:06:54, and Class of 2016 Cadet Rebecca 
Sauter came in close behind with a race time 
of 44:45, a giant leap past her Craftsbury race 
time of 1:25:32. 

While all the team members competed in 
the 1K Sprint Qualifier race, none finished 
within the top 16 places to continue on to the 
elimination heat races. In the Women’s 15K 
Skate race, Beecher finished with a race time 
of 1:37:29, and Sauter completed the race in 
1:43:28—again improving her Craftsbury 15K 
time of 1:59:27. 

In the Men’s 15K Skate, Gahm was the 
first finisher for West Point, with a race time 
of 1:13:24.  Read was the next West Pointer to 
finish, completing the course in 1:17:10 (his 
previous 15K result, at Craftsbury Common, 
was 1:29:07). Hanson was the last West Point 
finisher, with a race time of 1:23:37. This 
last event demonstrated that with more time 
on the snow, every member of the team got 
better at both skiing technique and speed— 
improvements that are reflected in the decreased 
race times for all racers across this season.

Women’s Team Handball: West Point 
Women’s Team Handball hosted the latest 
Northeast League match day, bringing together 
five teams for a day packed with handball 
Sunday. 

West Point Black went 2-0, almost 
guaranteeing an overall league title, defeating 
the Ocean and New York City team handball 
clubs. Playing with a short bench, Black came 
out defensively strong, completely shutting 
down a New York City club known for its 
offensive capabilities. 

Firstie captain, Ashton Wolf, dominated at 
center back, offensively making things happen 
during a low scoring first game. 

Wolf, along with sophomore Cora Moody, 
are both ranked on the league’s top scorers 

overall for the season and show little signs of 
slowing prior to College Nationals in April. 

Sophomore Dana Robertson dominated at 
the wing position, cutting behind the opponents’ 
defenses multiple time. West Point Gold also 
made a strong showing, losing to a tough Boston 
club, but continues to show progress at the back 
and wing positions. 

Freshman Lauren Muckey served as the 
team’s high scorer, scoring four goals, a personal 
high. 

Both teams will be back in action at the end 
of this month for the 10th annual Laura Walker 
Memorial Tournament to be played at West 
Point March 28-29. 

The club looks forward to bringing home the 
trophy for the first time in more than four years.
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West  Point  team hosts 
inaugural collegiate tourney

Classic
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The West Point Ultimate team hosted its fi rst collegiate 
tournament on the Anderson Rugby Complex fields Feb. 
28-Sunday with six teams competing in the USA Ultimate-
sanctioned event.

The cadets entered the West Point Classic as the sixth seed and 
recorded three consecutive wins on the fi rst day against Central 
Connecticut State (13-4), Wesleyan (11-10) and Wentworth 
Tech (11-5).

They didn’t fare as well the following day, falling to Bates 
(8-13) and Central Connecticut State (8-11) to fi nish fourth. The 
team from Hamilton College posted the championship win after 
defeating Bates, 13-7, the same team they lost to a day earlier.

Class of 2016 Cadet Nathaniel Pieringer, Ultimate Frisbee 
cadet-in-charge, said it was a promising start to their spring 
season.

“Being at the top of the standings at the end of the fi rst day 
inspired and encouraged me that we are capable of great things 
and reaffi rms what we are doing as a team,” Pieringer said. “Given 
that we do not have authorization to practice as other teams do, 
all of the practice time comes out of each of our player’s personal 
time.  I think everyone is happy to see that their work and sacrifi ce 
is not wasted and that we can compete with teams that practice 
fi ve or six times a week.” 

Competitors also had to battle temperatures hovering in 

Competing in the inaugural West Point Classic, Feb. 28-Sunday, 
were Ultimate teams from the U.S. Military Academy, Central 
Connecticut State, Wentworth Tech, Hamilton College, Bates 
College and Wesleyan University.

the lower teens and a second-day snow shower. 
Slick terrain required players to be exceptionally-
forgiving of unintentional fouls, and in a game that 
is self-offi ciating, teams had to liberally allow for 
minor violations.

“As a team we have played in a variety of 
conditions, from torrential rain to sunny and 
mid-80s,” Class of 2017 Cadet Ian Betzel, from 
Landrum, South Carolina, said. “But, this being my 
second year on the team, it is the fi rst time I have 
seen conditions quite this bad.”

That didn’t stop Betzel from making diving grabs for the disc and vertical 
jumps, occasionally knocking into opposing players. He said in the midst of 
competition, the hazards don’t factor into the decision-making. 

“Given the conditions I was thrilled by the team’s performance both days, 
and I believe that such a start in our fi rst tournament shows the potential going 
into the rest of our season,” Betzel said.

(Above) The West Point Ultimate team earned three wins Feb. 28, including a close 11-10 contest against 
Wesleyan University. West Point fi nished the tourney with a 3-2 record. (Left) Class of 2017 Cadet Ian 
Betzel leaps for the disc over opposing players from Bates College during a snow shower Sunday.
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(Right) The team from Bates College (orange shirts) traveled farthest to 
compete at the 2015 West Point Classic. The road trip for the students from 
Lewiston, Maine, is about 340 miles. The team finished in second place with 
a 4-1 tournament record, losing only to Hamilton College in the championship 
game. (Below) After presenting Hamilton College with parting gifts for 
winning the inaugural West Point Classic, the cadets posed for a group 
photo to commemorate what might be remembered as a “winter classic.” 
The opportunity to plan and host a tournament has provided the team with a 
template for which the cadets will improve upon for future events at home. 
The team is currently trying to organize a contest against Navy.

Pieringer has been playing Ultimate since 
high school and is familiar competing in less-
than ideal conditions.

“Eventually I learned what I needed to do 
to stay warm and continue to be able to play,” 
he said. “For instance, I have to wear three 
gloves on my left hand and two on my right 
so that I would still be able to throw a disc.”  

Leaping into the air for blocks and 
catches is instinctual to the game, but the 
challenge became figuring out how to land, 
Pieringer said.

“They just do not make athletic shoes 
that can grip frozen turf covered by an inch 
or two of snow. Everyone was falling down 
and the whole game dynamic changed,” he 
said. “You are not able to run as fast, cut as 
sharp, or react to the disc. Everyone runs in 
short, choppy steps in order to get anywhere. 
At one point, I slid over 10 yards onto a layer 
of ice on the side of the field.  It took me at 
least 10 seconds just to get off the ice and 
back into the game.”

Despite it all, participants said they 
enjoyed competing at West Point and several 
became temporarily indoctrinated to ending 
sentences with “Beat Navy.” 

One student said he hopes the Air Force 
team can play next year. 

A look at the USA Ultimate tournament 
schedules shows more than few cancellations 
as winter continues its onslaught in the east. 

The camaraderie through shared misery 
proved encouraging to the West Point team as 
they look forward to hosting another event.

“We were all determined to pull off a 
successful event, both to be able to play 
the sport that we love and to show that our 
sport has legitimacy,” Pieringer said. “I am 
extremely proud with what we were able to 
accomplish given the adverse conditions, last 
minute scrabbling to find playable fields, and 
still competing in the tournament as well as 
running it. I think this is a major step in the 
right direction for the club and the experience 
will help us host tournaments in the future.” 
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The West Point ID Card Operations Office will conduct 
business on an appointment-only basis for all DEERS 
and ID Card operations.
Hours of Operation:  8-11:30 AM and
                                               1-3:30 PM
To make an appointment , visit  https : / /rap ids-
appointments.dmdc.osd.mil
Time Slots are now available. Call 938-2607 to reserve 
a slot. For details, call 938-8483.

FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Women’s History Month Observance event

A Women’s History Month Observance event is scheduled 
noon-1:30 p.m. today at the West Point Club.

The theme is “Weaving the Stories of Women’s Lives.”  
The guest speaker is Maj. Gen. Camille M. Nichols, a 1981 

USMA graduate and member of the 1984 Olympic Handball 
Team, who is currently the director of Business Operations, Office 
of Business Transformation, Office of the Under Secretary of the 
Army in Washington D.C.

The event is hosted by the USMA Office of Diversity, 
Inclusion and Equal Opportunity, the USCC Equal Opportunity 
Office and the USCC Cadet Respect Staff.

Cadets must sign-up online prior to the event at https://cis.
usma.edu/. The doors open at 11:45 a.m.

For details, contact the USMA EO Office at 938-4376, USCC 
EO Office at 938-8456, the EO Program Manager at 938-3814 or 
visit www.usma.edu/diversity/SitePages/Home.aspx.

Force Sustainment Ball
The Force Sustainment Ball is scheduled 6-11 p.m. Friday  

at the West Point Club’s Grand Ballroom.
The guest speaker is Col. Christopher J. Sharpsten, Class of 

1988 and director for Logistics Operations and Readiness, Office 
of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-4, United States Army. 

There is a fee for staff and faculty, cadets and their guests. 
The evening’s attire is Blue Mess Evening Dress or Army Service 
Uniform with bow tie (dinner) for military members, Semi-formal 
(Dark Suit/Cocktail Dress) for civilians and Full Dress or Dress 
Mess for cadets.

For details, call Maj. Julie Schwetz at 938-6538 or email 
julie.schwetz@usma.edu, or Lt. Col. Ken Heckel at 938-4732 or 
email kenneth.heckel@usma.edu. RSVP by Friday.

A link to the invitation is at https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/
index.cfm?i=228646&k=00634A0F7F51 and to pay for tickets, 
visit www.westpointaog.org/USMA-ForceSustainmentBall.

West Point Civilian Employee Council Meeting
The West Point Civilian Employee Council will hold its next 

meeting 9 a.m. March 17 at the Superintendent’s Conference 
Room in Taylor Hall.  

Every full-time, non-bargaining unit civilian employee on 
West Point, less Title 10 personnel, is a member of the council 
and invited to attend. 

The only topics or issues the council will not entertain are 
individual issues or union-related issues, as these have channels 
already established to work issues.  

Anyone wishing to submit a topic/issue for the agenda 
should send the details to wpcec@usma.edu. Provide a point 
of contact and contact number in the event clarification on the 
topic is required.

West Point Spouses’ Club Gift Shoppe
The West Point Spouses’ Club has a Gift Shoppe with West 

Point and military-themed gifts, crafts and memorabilia, perfect 
for friends, family and colleagues. 

The Gift Shoppe is inside Bldg. 695 (formally the ITR office), 
located in the parking lot behind the Cemetery. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES
EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Dr. Debra Jackson’s retirement
The West Point community is invited to join the Highland 

Falls-Ft. Montgomery Board of Education at a reception 
honoring Dr. Debra Jackson, Superintendent of Schools, on 
her retirement.  

The event is scheduled 7 p.m. tonight at James I. O’Neill 
High School Library. To RSVP, call Barbara Fleming at 
938-9575, ext. 1300.

Huge Rummage Sale
There is a rummage sale for clothes, accessories toys 

and household items 9 a.m.-1 p.m. March 21 at the Cornwall 
Presbyterian Church, 222 Hudson Street (Route 218), Cornwall-
on-Hudson. Food and beverages will be served. Come search 
for bargains.

Call 534-2903 or visit www.CornwallPresbyterian.org 
for directions and details.

2nd Infantry Division Veterans 
The Mid-Atlantic Branch of the Second Indianhead 

Division Association will host its annual reunion May 1-3 at 
the Continental Inn in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  

All veterans of the Army’s 2nd Infantry Division are invited. 
 For details, call Harry Roye at 804-526-0828 or send an 

email to Hkroye@comcast.net. 

FAST course available
The Army Education Center will offer a Functional Academic 

Skills Training course.  The course is designed to strengthen skills 
needed to improve the General Technical score of the Armed 
Forces Classification Test.  

The class will meet at the Army Education Center, Bldg. 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway) 5-8:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 
starting Monday through March 25.  

Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-
5389 for an enrollment form (commander approval required) at 
your earliest convenience.

FAST Class in April
Raise your GT score. The Army Education Center, 683 

Buckner Loop (next to Subway), is offering a Functional 
Academic Skills Training (FAST) from April 20-May 12. The 
class meets 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.

Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-
5389 for an enrollment form. Commander approval is required 
prior to April 13.

IETD Computer Training Program
The Information Education and Technology Division is 

offering computer courses that include Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, computer skills, keyboard typing skills lab, Dell XT3 
Tablet, Lenovo Tablet and Apple iPad information system.  

Most courses are held over three days, 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday. Courses are offered to O/Dean Staff and Faculty, and if 
space permits, to other departments and USMA affiliates (tenant 

The Gift Shoppe is open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. every 
Wednesday in March, except March 18 during West Point Spring 
Break.

Little Shop of Horrors
James I. O’Neill High School presents a musical “Little Shop 

of Horrors,” directed by Donald Kimmel and starring Andrea 
Cutaia, John Lawson, Erin Proctor and Ron Dodge.  The voice of 
the man-eating plant will be played by Mira Dimitrova-Manning.  

The performance times are 7 p.m. March 20-21 and 2 p.m. 
March 22. There is a fee for this event.  

The 50’s era story revolves around a struggling flower shop 
whose business is temporarily revived by an unusual plant from 
outer space. The dark comedy is lightened by doo-wop music 
and an undercurrent of romance.  

James I. O’Neill is located at 21 Morgan Farm Road in 
Highland Falls.

WPSC Scholarship Application
Each year, the West Point Spouses’ Club offers scholarships 

to individuals continuing their education. To be eligible to receive 
a WPSC Scholarship, an applicant must be a WPSC member 
or high school senior who is a child of a WPSC member who 
has joined by Jan. 6, or within 30 days of arrival of West Point, 
whichever is later. 

Academic scholarships must be used for payment of tuition 
and fees associated with an accredited college-level program, 
continuing education, or training. 

This is a one-time scholarship opportunity, for both member 
and high school senior.

To download a copy of the scholarship application, visit 
http://westpointspousesclub.com/Scholarships.html.

WPSC Grant Application
Each year, the West Point Spouses’ Club raises thousands of 

dollars to help the West Point community, the surrounding areas 
and national foundations that support veterans and their families.

To download a copy of the Grant application, visit our website 
at www.westpointspousesclub.com/Community_Outreach_2.
html.

organizations, USMA spouses and volunteers.)  
Courses are held in Jefferson Memorial Library (Bldg. 758), 

4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom).   
For details, contact Thomas A. Gorman at 938-1186 or email  

Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-

446-0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett @liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. 

Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams. Most 
tests are free of charge to Soldiers.

Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

Shamrock N’ Roll 5K
The MWR Fitness Center presents the Shamrock N’ Roll 

5K March 14. Registration is at 7 a.m., shotgun start at 8 a.m.  
Wear your best rocker outfi t and win, prizes also for top three 

runners. Enjoy refreshments and brew after the race. Start and 
fi nish at the MWR Fitness Center. Pre-registration is ongoing and 
there is a fee associated with this event. Cadets must register, but 
the fee is waived. For details, call 938-6490.

Unit Intramural Volleyball League
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the Unit Intramural 

Volleyball League. Deadline for team entries is Wednesday. 
League play will start March 23 with matches Monday and 

Thursday evenings starting at 6:30 p.m.  
To enter a team, contact Jim McGuinness at 938-3066 or 

email Jim.McGuinness@usma.edu.

Volunteer Recognition Ceremony
All West Point community volunteers are invited to attend 

the annual Volunteer Recognition Ceremony 10:30-11:15 a.m. 
April 8, a reception is following the offi cial ceremony.  

The event will be held in the U.S. Military Academy Prep 
School Auditorium, located near the Washington Gate on 950 
Reynolds Road. 

Call Army Community Service’s Jen Partridge at 938-3655 
or email jennifer.partridge@usma.edu to RSVP.  

Family Readiness Group classes are now available 
online

There are limited Family Readiness Group classes currently 
available online, with more to come. Check out the Army 
Community Service Mobilization and Deployment webpage 
for the classes and instructions for completing the training and 
getting your certifi cate of training. 

Visit us at westpointmwr.com and click on the ACS drop 
down menu for the Mobilization/Deployment link.

For details, contact Michelle Bradley at 938-4621 or email  
michelle.bradley@usma.edu. Arts & Crafts class schedule for March

• Pint Sized Picasso (Grades K-5)—10:30-11:30 a.m. or 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday. Norman Rockwell—One of the most 
published artists of all time. His triple self-portrait will inspire 
your own self portrait.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

Wee Ones Play Group and Wee Chat
Kick off the new year with the Family Advocacy Program.  

Wee Ones Open Play Group will meet 9:30-11 a.m. Monday. 
Wee Chat will meet 9:30-11 a.m. March 12 and 26. 
Both events are now held at the Youth Center Gymnasium, 

Bldg. 500. 
For details, call 938-3369 or 938-0629.

West Point 5K/10K
Registration is now open for the West Point 5K/10K on 

May 9. Register online with www.active.com, keyword “West 
Point.”  For details, call 938-4690.

FOR THE FAMILIES

Samuel Adams Beer Dinner & Jazz Night
Join the West Point Club from 6-9 p.m. Friday in the Pierce 

Dining Room for a four-course dinner pairing a variety of lagers 
with our chef’s own creations.  

Brewery representatives will be present to mingle during 
the event to outline each of the beers. Reservations are a must, 
call 938-5120. 

CYS Services is hosting a Parent’s Night Out from 6-10 
p.m. Friday at the Stony CDC. Reservations are required by 
calling 938-3969.

Financial Readiness Classes with ACS
Want to achieve fi nancial success?  Take a fi nancial readiness 

class with ACS. All classes are held at the ACS Heritage Room, 
Bldg. 622, 3-4 p.m. unless otherwise noted. The dates are: 

• Wednesday: Sensible Savings.
• March 25: First-term Financial Readiness, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
For details, call 938-5839 or email amy.weyhrauch@usma.

edu. 

Hired! Workforce Preparation Workshop
All interested youth must have a current CYSS Membership 

on fi le to attend Hired! workforce preparation workshops at the  
Youth Center, Bldg. 500, Washington Road. 

All workshops are free and for youth, grades 6-12.
• Identity Theft and You!—4-5 p.m. March 18;
• What does a Career Provide?—4-5 p.m. April 1.   
Completing six workshops is a prerequisite for the Hired! 

Program. To learn more about the program, call Marion 
DeClemente at 938-8889.

Employment Readiness Program Classes with ACS
• NCOA Career Fair—Tuesday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Thayer 

Hotel;
• 10 Steps to a Federal Job Workshop—March 24, 9:30 

a.m.-12:30 p.m. at ACS.
Space is limited, call 938-5658 to register or email Ellen.

stoneham@usma.edu.

RecycleMania Tournament
Join students all across the U.S. and Canada competing 

in RecycleMania, the eight-week recycling competition. The 
tournament runs through March 29. 

For details, visit recyclemania.org or call West Point 
Recycling at 938-4281.

AER Bake Sale
Take a break from Easter baking and come out to support 

your 2015 Army Emergency Relief Campaign 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
April 4 at the Exchange and Commissary complexes.  

A variety of baked goods will be available from sweet to 
savory, breakfast items, breads and more. All proceeds go directly 
to the 2015 AER Campaign.  

For details, contact 938-0636 or Allison.walker@usma.edu.

March trips with Leisure Travel Services
• Catch the Broadway performance of “Wicked,” tonight. 

Leave West Point at 5 p.m.; departure is immediately after the 
show. 

Ten years running, still a Broadway box offi ce smash. Rear 
Mezzanine seating at the Gershwin Theater is available.

• Don’t miss On The Town, a new performance on Broadway, 
March 12. Leave West Point at 4 p.m. Leave immediately after 
the show. 

This classic musical comedy revival is about three soldiers 
on 24 hour leave in New York City. Row B, Balcony Seating at 
the Lyric Theater.

There is a minimal fee for these trips and events. For details, 
call 938-3601.

ODR Equipment Center’s March event
• Full Moon Snow Shoe Hike—7-9 p.m. Saturday at the 

West Point Golf Course. No snow? We will do a moon lit hike. 
We will meet at the Victor Constant Ski Lodge. It will be an 

easy to moderate hike that is a good cardio workout. 
Cost is $10 per person. Pre-registration is required for these 

events. There is a minimal fee for each event. 
For details, call 938-8810.

EFMP Family Event/PAWS for KIDS
As the weather gets colder and calendars get fuller, remember 

your fun Exceptional Family Member Program events. 
Come by to have some fun or meet other families with special 

needs you might have in common.  
All our events are free and held at ACS, Bldg. 622 unless 

otherwise noted.
• Tuesday, March 10, 17—PAWS for KIDS, 3:30-5 p.m.
For details, contact EFMP Program Manager Josephine 

Toohey at 938-5655, Josephine.toohey@usma.edu or the program 
assistant Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or anne.marshall@usma.
edu. 

“To Go” Family Dining from the West Point Club
Every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the West Point Club 

will have “Dinners to Go.” 
Place your order with the Club by 2 p.m. and let us know what 

time you would like to pick it up and we will have it ready for you. 
This is the perfect dinner solution for all those working in 

Central Area. 
For details and to place your orders, call 938-5120.

ACS Family Readiness Group Winter Class Schedule
Attendees will discuss all aspects of Family Readiness 

Groups, from discussing what a FRG is, having an effective 
FRG, the role of FRGs in today’s Army, the role of volunteers in 
the FRG, or how to keep and raise funds legally and within the 
Army’s regulatory guidance and local procedures. 

This quarter’s session will be held at the Army Community 
Service offi ces in Bldg. 622. 

The session is scheduled 4-5 p.m. March 25.
For details or to reserve your seat, contact Michelle Bradley 

at 845-938-4621 or michelle.bradley@usma.edu. 

Seafest Night
A night with unlimited shrimp, clams, crab legs and so much 

more. The event is scheduled 6-9 p.m. March 27 at the West 
Point Club. 

To make reservations, which are required, call 938-5120.

Nitro Circus
Join BOSS as they head to the Prudential Center to see Nitro 

Circus Live, May 14. Vans leave the Buffalo Soldier Parking 
Lot at 5 p.m. 

There is a cost for this event; full payment is due by Monday. 
For details, call 938-6497.
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Friday—The Imitation Games, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Paddington, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Selma, PG-13, 9:30 p.m. 
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime - thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-March 12
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of March 5-12
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Keller information

Get up-to-date Keller Army Community 
Hospital information at http://kach.
amedd.army.mil/ or on social media 
a t  h t t p : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kellerarmycommunityhospital/. 

Keller offers Childbirth Education 
Classes

Are you expecting a child this summer? 
Are you nervous because you’re not sure 
what to expect? If so, please join Keller 
Army Community Hospital’s Childbirth 
Education Class Series.

The course begins April 1 and continues 
every Wednesday in April.

To register and/or get details, contact 
Keller’s Labor & Delivery unit at 938-3210.

Participate in Running Biomechanics 
Study

Who can particpate: Men and women, 
DOD benefi ciaries (active duty military, 
cadets, dependents), between ages 18-50, 
who run an average of 12 miles per week, 
and will live in the West Point area for the 
next 12 months. 

What: “Using Real Time Biofeedback 
to Alter Running Biomechanics,” a study of 
runners who would like to transition from 

a ‘heel-striking’ pattern while running to a 
‘mid-fore-foot’ pattern.

Where: Running form recording and 
running classes will be held at West Point; 
Running course throughout the survey is 
up to you. Must run an average of 12 miles 
per week. 

When: 200 qualifi ed runners/participants 
are needed now. Survey information briefs 
are scheduled at 4 p.m. Thursdays at Arvin 
Cadet Physical Development Center’s DPE 
Conference Room (Room 341).

For details, call Jamie Morris at 938-
5109 or email runwestpoint@gmail.com.   

KACH Referral Assistance
Need help or have questions about a 

referral? Call 938-5373, and a referral 
specialist will be happy to assist you.

Let us know how we are doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the Force 
and enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Let us know if we are achieving this 
by filling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail. We value your opinion.

Museum Scavenger Hunt starting at 10 a.m. 
March 17. 

Explore the Museum’s six galleries and 
see if you can’t fi nd answers to the questions. 
After the hunt, there will be prizes and in 
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, and BBC will 
be serving green snacks. 

Register by March 13 via email to 
jgellman@bbcgrp.com with number of adults 
and children. 

Don’t forget to wear green attire.

• Just 2MIN2X: Just 2MIN2X—that’s 
the code for “brush your teeth two minutes, 
two times a day.” 

Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop from 10 a.m.- 4 
p.m. through Friday to pick up a free child’s 
toothbrush giveaway and dental coloring 
pages.

• St. Patrick’s Day: West Point families 
are invited to join us at the West Point 
Museum to participate in a St. Patrick’s Day 

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

Pediatrician Dr. Milissa Jones has returned to West Point. If your children 
were enrolled to her panel prior to August 2014 and you would like to re-
enroll, or if you are looking for a pediatrician at KACH, contact TRICARE 
at 877-874-2273 or visit the website at http://www.tricare.mil/.   Courtesy Photo

Guess Who’s Back!
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Junior guard Jean Parker scored six points to help lead the bench to a season-high 28 points during Army’s 57-41 regular-season finale victory over Lafayette 
Feb. 28 at Christl Arena. The Black Knights finished their regular season 22-6 overall and 14-4 in the Patriot League.               eriC s. Bartelt/PV

Women’s Basketball defeats Lafayette in regular season finale

       sPorts

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Women’s Basketball team used a 
strong second-half performance to close out the 
regular season with a 57-41 Patriot League win 
over Lafayette Feb. 28 at Christl Arena.

The Black Knights finish the year 22-6 
overall and 14-4 in the conference, while the 
Leopards conclude the regular season 13-16 
and 6-12. Army will enter the upcoming Patriot 
League Tournament as the No. 2 seed behind 
top seed American.

Junior Kelsey Minato scored a game-high 
19 points, while senior Olivia Schretzman 
tallied 10 points, nine rebounds, a career-high 
six assists and a career-high-tying three steals. 
Junior Jean Parker and freshmen Janae McNeal 

and Daizjah Morris all totaled six points to lead 
Army’s bench to a season-high 28 points, while 
Lafayette reserves were held scoreless.

Seniors Emily Homan and Linnel Macklin 
each scored 12 points for Lafayette, while 
sophomore Ashley Lutz finished with nine 
points and 13 boards.

Both teams struggled out of the gate, with 
the sides combining for zero of their first seven 
attempts from the field. 

Schretzman scored the game’s first field 
goal at the 16:36 mark before Minato scored 
on Army’s next possession to give the Black 
Knights an early 4-1 lead.

Lafayette responded with six straight points 
to take a 7-4 advantage before an 8-0 run by 
Army put the hosts back in front, 12-7, with 
8:16 remaining in the opening period.

The Leopards cut their deficit to as low as 
one point and Army scored on six of its next 
seven possessions to extend its lead to seven, 
24-17, with 2:31 to play in the frame. 

The visitors trimmed Army’s lead to three 
before junior Jean Parker knocked down a three-
pointer with 45 ticks remaining to give Army a 
27-21 lead heading into halftime.

Lafayette opened the second half with a 7-2 
run that brought it back to within a point before 
Homan hit a lay-up to put the Leopards ahead 
32-31 5:03 into the second half.

The lead changed hands three more times 
before Minato converted a jumper with 6:03 
remaining to cap a 13-0 Army run that put the 
hosts up 46-34. Lafayette answered with five 
consecutive points and Minato buried a triple 
at the 5:11 mark to extend Army’s lead back 

to 10, 49-39.
The Black Knights outscored the Leopards 

8-2 over the game’s final 3:51, with Minato 
accounting for the final four points.

“It was an up-and-down game that was a 
little ugly at times, but I thought we did a really 
good job coming out of the timeout we called 
early in the second half,” Army head coach 
Dave Magarity said. “We stuck with the game 
plan and we didn’t panic, we knew we had to 
get better and we did.

“We got great contributions from our young 
players, specifically Dani Failor, who I think 
has really picked her game back up,” he added.

Army forced 19 Lafayette turnovers, while 
committing just eight of its own to mark the 
ninth time it has finished with fewer than 10 
turnovers this season.

Black Knights finish season 22-6, enter the PL Tournament as No. 2 seed
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Junior forward Joe Kozlak scored his seventh goal of the season, the second goal of Army’s five-goal second period explosion, to help the Black Knights 
defeat American International, 5-1, Feb. 28 at Tate Rink.                     Photo By Paul rader

Five second period goals lifts Army on Senior Night
By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The Army hockey team exploded for five goals in the second 
period and cruised to a 5-1 win over American International on 
Senior Night Feb. 28 at Tate Rink. 

Army (8-20-4, 8-15-4 AHA) was led by Brendan McGuire, 
who recorded a career-high three points on two goals and an 
assist, while C.J. Reuschlein and Tyler Pham tallied two points 
with a goal and an assist each. Joe Kozlak was the other goal 
scorer for the Black Knights in the big second frame. 

Parker Gahagen stopped 34 shots in the win with double-digit 
stops in all three frames. 

“Senior night is such a special night,” head coach Brian 
Riley said. “It’s so great to have it end on a good note. Since 
we've come back from holidays we have been finding a way to 
get points. Last year it was up to chance and this year we made 
it happen and we are ready to take on Sacred Heart.”

Army has locked up the ninth seed in the upcoming Atlantic 
Hockey Tournament and will travel to eighth-seeded Sacred 

Heart on March 6-7 with a third game if necessary on March 8. 
The Black Knights have earned points in four-straight 

weekends. 
The Yellow Jackets (4-23-7, 4-17-7 AHA) got their lone goal 

from Matt Cassidy on a redirection in front on the power with 
the assists to Brandon Lubin and Johno May. 

Alex Murray got the start between the pipes and made 20 
stops before being pulled late in the second period. Hunter Leisner 
came in and allowed one goal on 16 shots. 

The first period finished scoreless with the Yellow Jackets 
getting a slim 13-12 shot advantage in a quick moving frame. 

Pham had the best chance for the Black Knights with a 
shorthanded chance, but Murray stuck out the left pad. Reuschlein 
had a good chance as well, collecting the puck in front, but sent 
a backhander wide. 

The Black Knights exploded for five goals in the second 
period with two coming from McGuire and he added an assist 
for three points. 

He got the period started with his sixth of the year with a shot 
from the right circle that Murray tried to glove down, but couldn’t 

squeeze it as the puck fluttered into the net for the 1-0 Army lead. 
Kozlak added to the lead with his seventh of the year coming 

less than two minutes later. 
The lead ballooned to 4-0 with Pham scoring his ninth on 

another shot that Murray looked to have caught with the glove, 
but it trickled past the line. 

McGuire followed up two minutes later with his second 
tally of the evening and it’s a four-goal advantage for the Black 
Knights. 

Reuschlein capped the period by joining Pham with his ninth 
of the season as well. 

Pham assisted on the goal, as well as Ryan Nick and Army 
led 5-0 going into the final break of the game.

 American International cut the lead to four goals at 5-1 with 
eight minutes left as Cassidy tipped home his seventh. The goal 
came on the power play and was a nice redirection off a shot 
from Lubin. 

Army outshot the Yellow Jackets, 40-35, in the game. With 
all the scoring, Army couldn't manage a power play goal in three 
chances, while AIC got one in four opportunities. 
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Pugilists thrill the crowd at Brigade Boxing Open
BBO Results

119 lbs.—Alan Alvarado (H-1) defeats Christian Rivera (E-3)
125 lbs.—Tyler Payne (C-4) defeats Juan Ramirez (B-3)
132 lbs.—Angel Reyes (B-3) defeats Jared Howell (A-3)
139 lbs.—Juan Migel Archuleta (I-3) defeats Michael Garrett 
(F-3)
142 lbs. (women)—Yomanda Martin (B-3) defeats Rita 
Wiley (F-2)
147 lbs.—John Kroc (E-2) defeats M. “Shaggy” Nyamtaishir 
(H-2)
156 lbs.—Joe Broderick (E-1) defeats Anders Freiberg (I-3)
165 lbs.—William Estes (D-3) defeats Timothy Ford (C-1)
175 lbs.—Christopher Bledsoe (E-3) defeats Derrick 
Wagoner (F-1)
185 lbs.—Adam Kanavos (C-4) defeats Christopher Bingham 
(H-3)
195 lbs.—Faaolataga “Cappy” Pulou (E-4) defeats Matthew 
Reyes (I-1) 
Heavyweight—Ryan Gibeley (B-1) defeats Matthew 
Whitcomb (I-4)

Company I-3 senior Juan Migel Archuleta and Co. F-3 freshman Michael Garrett both connect with right hooks during their 139-pound title fight at the 2015 
West Point Brigade Boxing Open Feb. 28 in Eisenhower Hall. Archuleta would outlast his opponent by earning the decision and the 139-pound title.

Freshman Anders Freiberg, Company I-3, catches Co. E-1's sophomore Joe Broderick with 
a left hook to the face in the first round of their three-round, 156-pound title fight at the 2015 
Brigade Boxing Open Feb. 28 in Eisenhower Hall. Despite getting caught with the hook, 
Broderick rebounded and took the victory in the 156-pound weight class.
           Photos By eriC s. Bartelt/PV


