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Infantry Ball welcomes fi rsties to branch

(Above) Retired Col. Gary Dolan, USMA Class 
of 1969 and member of the National Infantry 
Association, speaks to fi rsties Feb. 6 during the 
Infantry Ball at Eisenhower Hall. The Infantry Ball 
is held to welcome cadets who have branched into 
the Infantry. (Right) USMA Superintendent Lt. Gen. 
Robert Caslen Jr. places the Order Of Saint Maurice 
medal on retired Capt. Sean Parnell. Parnell, author 
of “Outlaw Platoon,” was also the guest speaker at 
the ball.

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point National Infantry Association welcomed the 
Class of 2015 cadets who branched into the “Queen of Battle” 
during the annual Infantry Ball Feb. 6 at Eisenhower Hall. 

Many of the 226 fi rsties to branch Infantry were in attendance 
to experience the traditions at the ball. The most notorious of 
which is the punch bowl ceremony and the making of the grog. 
The grog consists of 10 ingredients representing all the major 
battles fought by infantrymen since the Revolutionary War and 
is presented to all for the toasts.

There is also the awarding of the Order of Saint Maurice 
medallion, which is awarded to those who served the Infantry 
community with distinction, and the Shield of Sparta, awarded 
to a spouse who has contributed signifi cantly to the Infantry.

Three service men received the Order of Saint Maurice—
retired Capt. Sean Parnell, Maj. Thomas Nelson, Mathematics 
instructor, and Maj. Walt Gray, Department of Military Instruction 
instructor. The Shield of Sparta medallions went to Lt. Col. Libby 
Schott, Danielle Weis, Kara Lesinski and Jessica Green.

Another tradition of the Infantry Ball is the Operation Keep 
up the Fire program, which began at West Point in 2003 to 
introduce cadets to the Infantry and to create a legacy for the 
past, present and future of the Infantry and its tradition.

“We send notifi cations to West Point graduates, Association 
of Graduates, staff and faculty to donate an Infantry crossed rifl e, 
a note and a photograph to present to the new Infantrymen to 
introduce them to the legacy of the Infantry,” Lt. Col. Eric Weis, 
deputy director of the Simon Center for the Professional Military 
Ethic, said. “I think we are the only branch that does this.”

The guest speaker at the Infantry Ball was retired Parnell, 

author of “Outlaw Platoon.”
Parnell was an Army Ranger, combat infantryman with the 

2nd Battalion, 87th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat 
Team, 10th Mountain Division. 

Parnell is also a veteran of 485 days of fi ghting along the 
Afghan-Pakistan border. 

Parnell’s platoon remains one of the most decorated Army 
units since 9/11 and Parnell was awarded two Bronze Stars (one 
for valor) and a Purple Heart.

“I would not be here before you today if it wasn’t for the men 
I served with, not just the men in my platoon, but the men in 
my battalion,” Parnell said. “They saved me on the battlefi eld a 
number of times and I have been surrounded and taught, coached 
and mentored by a company of heroes.

“I’ve been out of the Army for fi ve years, and it’s been a bit 
See INFANTRY BALL, PAGE 4

1Pointer ViewPointer ViewPointer ViewPointer View  Pointer View
1February 12, 2015Pointer ViewPointer ViewPointer ViewPointer View  Pointer View  Pointer View

®



2 February 12, 2015

The Army civilian enterprise newspaper, the Pointer View, is an authorized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. Contents of the Pointer View are not necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Department of the Army or West Point.

The Pointer View ® is an unofficial publication authorized by AR 360-1. The editorial content of the 
Pointer View is the responsibility of the West Point Public Affairs Office, Bldg. 600, West Point, New York 
10996, (845) 938-2015. 

The Pointer View  is printed weekly  by the Times Herald-Record, a private firm in no way connected 
with the Department of the Army, under exclusive contract with West Point. The Times Herald-Record  is 
responsible for all commercial advertising.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, 
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services advertised by the U.S. Army 
or the Times Herald-Record.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use, 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, 
physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, 
or patron. 

A confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of equal opportunity by an advertiser 
will result in the refusal to print advertising from that source.

To subscribe to the Pointer View or
if you have delivery problems, call 845-346-3118.

40 Mulberry Street, Middletown, NY 10940Pointer View  
Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen, Jr.
Superintendent
Lt. Col. Webster Wright
Public Affairs Officer

®

Eric S. Bartelt
PV Managing Editor, 938-2015
Mike Strasser
PV Assistant Editor, 938-3079
Kathy Eastwood
PV Staff Writer, 938-3684

Pointer View  news & Features

National Prayer Breakfast scheduled Feb. 24
The National Prayer Breakfast at West Point is 
scheduled 6-7:20 a.m. Feb. 24 at the West Point Club. 
Speaking on the topic of “Be Careful What You Pray 
For” will be Rabbi Sandford L. Dresin. 

There will be a suggested donation at the door. 
For tickets and more information, call the Garrison 
Chaplain Office at 938-2003 or the USMA Chaplain 
Office at 938-3316/8621.

Story and photo by JoAnne Castagna
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

“Do you like working at the Army Corps?” 
a seventh grade girl asked Ali Palen, a structural 
engineer with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
New York District.

Palen recently visited the West Point 
Middle School as part of the agency’s STEM 
Program (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) that aims to inspire young girls and 
boys to pursue careers in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.

Palen said this girl’s question is the purpose 
of these events and that the experience is 
positive not only for  students, but also for the 
presenters.

“STEM events foster an environment 
of exploration and questioning for children. 
Exposure is the most important objective. 
Why wouldn’t I jump at the chance to help 
expose children to the thing that I love to do? 
Participation in STEM events is a no-brainer 
for me and it’s fun,” Palen said.

Palen visited several seventh grade classes 
at the West Point school, which serves the 
children of service members at the U.S. Military 
Academy.

This isn’t the first time the agency has 
visited the school. Palen was preceded by 
other speakers including, most recently, Col. 
Paul E. Owen, New York District Commander, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and Raymond 
Schembri, Hydraulic Engineer, New York 
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Owen discussed Superstorm Sandy with the 
students and its impact on the New York region 
and the agency, and Schembri talked about flood 
reduction methods the Army Corps constructs 
to help control flooding during storm events.

One of the ways that Sandy personally 
impacted the District was its destruction of 
the Caven Point Marine Terminal. Palen is 
one of the structural designers that designed a 
new, more flood resistant terminal that is being 
constructed right now and she explained to 
students her role on this project.

She also discussed what structural engineers 
do, basic building components and how 
tension, compression and loads are important 
information for structural engineers.

In order for structural engineers to know 
what types of building components and 
materials are needed and where to position 
them, they need to know about tension, 
compression and loads. It’s important because 

different materials are good for tension and 
compression. To demonstrate, Palen gave the 
students two marshmallows and two index 
cards. With the marshmallows she taught the 
basics of tension and compression loading by 
having the students stretch and squeeze the 
marshmallows with their fingers. 

Palen then taught the basics of beam bending 
with the index cards. She had the students bend 
the index card and discuss whether the top and 
bottom of the “beam” would be in tension or 
compression. 

Structural engineers also need to be aware 
of applied loads, which are pressure and weight 
in a particular direction. Palen described the 
different type of loads to the students, including 
lateral loads and gravity loads.

The class then explored flood loading and 
discussed whether it would be a gravity or 
lateral load on a building. The students agreed 
that it would be a lateral load. Palen explained 
how she considerd that when she was designing 
the Caven Point Marine Terminal that was 
destroyed by Sandy. The terminal is located 
right on the Hudson River in New York City. 
It’s where the district keeps its boats and where 
its hydraulic team works. 

“Waves crashed into the terminal. The walls 
were ripped off and the structure ended up 
completely under water,” Palen said.

Palen asked the students how they would 
protect a building from flooding. The students 
mentioned waterproofing and raising the 
building. Palen said that these methods are good 
and many of these were applied when designing 
the new terminal.

She designed a new facility that will 
withstand the water and wave loading from 
flood waves. In addition, parts of the building 
were raised and flood proofing and flood walls 
were included. 

Palen then showed the students different 
models of the new Caven Point Marine Terminal 
that included structural models, 3-D models 
and an architectural model that shows how the 
structure will look when fully completed.

She then had the students gather around a 
table to show them a Flood Wall Demonstration.  
On the table she had an aluminum tray, which 
contained a small scale flood wall spanning the 
width. The wall was made with aluminum foil 
and was secured to the sides of the box with 
Play-Doh.

As she poured water on one side of the wall 
and the students anxiously watched to see if the 
wall would hold up under the water pressure 

STEM events foster exploration and curiosity

Students watch a flood wall demonstration during a STEM event.
and Palen had the students discuss where they 
thought the wall would fail. After a minute or 
so, the bottom of the wall made of Play-Doh 
gave out, letting the water stream into the other 
side of the tray.

Palen said this showed how water pressure 
increases with depth and how connections are 
very important in design. The bottom of the 
“wall” experienced the greatest water pressure 
and it was this bottom connection that failed 
first. With this new structural engineering 
knowledge in mind, the class then went to work 
on a class assignment they’ve been working on 
named “Beat the Flood.”

The classes are suppose to take the 
knowledge that they receive from the Army 
Corps engineers and apply it to this class project.

The project requires the students to construct 
a home that can survive a flood. They have to 
decide on what building materials to use and 

how to construct the home.
Palen assisted the teacher in explaining the 

project to students and guided them on their 
decision-making. 

Palen enthusiastically yelled out to the 
students, “You are the engineer. Think about 
what you have to do to design your home.”

Palen said the experience at West Point was 
tremendously rewarding. 

“The biggest challenge of a STEM event 
is relating to the children and teaching the 
material in a way that they will understand,” 
Palen said. “This is also the largest benefit. 
Aristotle once said, ‘The one exclusive sign of 
thorough knowledge is the power of teaching.’ 
Sometimes you need to re-teach yourself the 
basics so that you are better equipped to explain 
it to the children. I think this is a great benefit 
for both the children that are trying to learn and 
the professional trying to teach.”
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By Capt. Nathan Jennings
Department of History

T h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d 
commemoration can be an incredibly powerful 
experience. The Department of History 
facilitated such an event Jan. 30-31 when it 
brought 80 cadets to visit the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 

Supported by the Beitler Family Foundation 
and coordinated by Dr. David Frey of the U.S. 
Military Academy Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies, the trip represented the 20th 
time the partnership has exposed a new class of 
plebes to the incredible narrative of atrocity and 
resistance that defined the Holocaust. 

The event began early on Jan. 30—just days 
after the anniversary of the Allied liberation 
of the Auschwitz concentration camp—when 
attending faculty and cadets braved a snow 
storm to load buses for the five-hour ride to 
the nation’s capital. Soon after arrival, cadets 
were given the opportunity to tour the city, 
particularly America’s national memorials, 
monuments and museums along the National 
Mall. 

“Getting to see the monuments for the first 
time with my own eyes was priceless,” Cadet 
Bridget Wasdahl said. “Walking down to see 
the White House was my favorite part, as it is 
the place where so much history has come from 
and where much will be made.”

Early the next morning, the group moved 
to the Holocaust Museum for the primary 
purpose of the trip: to learn why “Never Again” 
remains a critical lesson and imperative for 
future generations. After hearing remarks by 
Frey and Col. Jonathan Beitler, from the Beitler 
Family Foundation, the cadets embarked on 
an initial self-guided tour as they explored 
four levels of displays, theaters, material 
evidence and historical representations. This 
presentation included both images and artifacts 

of unthinkable atrocity, as well as testimonies 
of inspiration and resistance. Cadet Liam 
Lynch  came away convinced that “we all have 
a choice.” 

“It is our responsibility to chose what is 
right, even when it may not be what is ordered 
or what our peers are doing,” Lynch said.

The second half of the museum visit was 
designed to both accentuate and internalize 
the emotional impact of viewing scenes of 
industrialized murder as each cadet grappled 
with the unprecedented scope of genocidal 
tragedy. 

Led by USMA faculty and museum staff in 
small sessions, the group staged a working-lunch 
to discuss and reflect. Taking the event beyond 
tourism or sight-seeing, the act of articulating 
views, thoughts and observations accomplished 
the museums stated mission to, “encourage its 
visitors to reflect upon the moral and spiritual 
questions raised by the events of the Holocaust 
as well as their own responsibilities as citizens 
of a democracy.” 

The final portions of the program included 
a walk-through of a special exhibition titled, 
“Some Were Neighbors: Collaboration and 
Complicity in the Holocaust,” and intimate 
discussions with Holocaust survivors. While 
the exhibit revealed in graphic detail how 
individual citizens across Europe permitted 
Nazi persecution to develop or benefited 
from collaboration with Nazi occupiers, the 
opportunity to hear harrowing stories and ask 
questions of people who actually lived through 
the genocidal horror proved particularly 
powerful. Yet even as personalized details of 
institutionalized mass murder were relayed 
by those who witnessed it, the attendees were 
unanimously amazed at how the survivors 
remained optimistic and drew hope from their 
losses and suffering. 

By day’s end, as each cadet exited 
the museum bearing a symbolic prisoner 

Plebes visit National Holocaust Museum

identification document they had received at the 
start of the event, the experience had profoundly 
impacted all involved. As stated by Frey, the 
visit served to “better educate future military 
leaders on how genocides have occurred in the 
past and to inspire them to think creatively about 
what can be done to prevent future atrocities.” 

Ultimately, this combination of education, 
reflection and interaction achieved the 

program’s purpose of preparing future Army 
officers to make ethical choices in difficult 
situations. Perhaps Cadet Stephanie Londo best 
summarized the most important lesson of all 
while on the bus ride home. 

“History is more about how we remember 
than what we remember,” she said. “It is 
ultimately about the lessons we take away 
from it.”

From left, Class of 2018 Cadets Rachel York, Bridget Wasdahl and Celeste 
Taniguchi stand with Holocaust survivor Michel Margosis after hearing his 
story of escape from Nazi-occupied Europe.                                    Courtesy Photo

“A Handmaid’s Tale” author addresses Class of 2018
By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Canadian author Margaret Atwood spoke to the Class of 
2018 Feb. 5 at Eisenhower Hall about how she came to write 
her novel “A Handmaid’s Tale,” which is the subject of study 
for plebes in the EN102 (Literature) course. 

 “A Handmaid’s Tale” is set in a fictional city named Gilead 
in an era after the destruction of the American government. The 
state is headed by a dictatorship, which was formed in response 
to a severe reduction in birth rates. The state deals with the 
problem by taking absolute control of reproduction through 
political subjugation where women become mere slaves to 
childbirth—an instrument to the next generation.

Atwood said many readers thought the book was more about 
feminism, but that wasn’t entirely the case.

“I will take you back in time and give you a context,” 
Atwood said. “I was born in 1939 at the absolute beginning of 
World War II. I grew up in the ‘40s; the first part was that war 
and the second half was where there were a lot of people from 
that war I knew as a child, and who were refugees that managed 
to escape. I heard a lot of stories about that war.”

Atwood spoke about her affinity for science fiction, 

especially when the focus is on post-apocalyptic landscapes, 
and writers such as George Orwell, whose book “1984” was 
actually about post-WWII and the beginning of the Cold War.

“As a teenager in the ‘50s, I was reading a lot of science 
fiction. Ray Bradbury was publishing his major works in that 
period and an author by the name of John Windham,” Atwood 
said. “Science fiction books that we now call post-apocalyptic.  
I always was interested in that forum.” 

In her book, the city of Gilead is modeled after Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and all the buildings are real buildings. 
Everything in the book has a hint of reality. 

“Harvard was quite annoyed when I first published the 
book,” Atwood said. “They did not like bodies hanging on 
Harvard’s wall.” They did not like the bastion of American 
democracy being the home of an oppressive dictatorial 
theocracy. But they have come around and are smiling about 
it now.”

Atwood said she has rules she follows in her writing in 
that she does not put into it anything that has not already 
happened in a human society somewhere on the planet, or is 
not technologically possible.

 “The tradition is of the tradition of Orwell,” Atwood said. 
“‘1984’ finishes, not with a boot grinding in the human face 

forever, but with a postscript written in standard English about 
the construction of the state, and it is in the past tense. That 
means the 1984 regime is over, people have survived and they 
are writing about it afterward.

“I wanted to put a point of time after the regime to show it 
has been survived and that is where I put the different threads of 
different things you can follow in the book to reference the real 
things that have happened. I connect them with real historical 
events that have happened,” she added.

Atwood said dictatorships are like pyramids and her novel 
illustrates that concept. There are the elite at the top and within 
that elite are powerful women, who have more power than men 
at the bottom. 

“Anything that has been done can be done again,” Atwood 
said. “One of the things I hate to hear is ‘It can’t happen here.’ 
It’s a false sense of security; anything can happen anywhere, 
given the right circumstances or, some will say, the wrong 
circumstances.”

Atwood opened the forum up to the plebes for questions 
and many of the questions were about the different symbolisms 
of the book, such as the color of the dresses women wore. 
Handmaids wore red, wives wore blue and Martha’s green, the 
ones who had all their individuality stripped away.
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INFANTRY BALL, 
cont’d from Page 1

A Class of 2015 cadet enriches the traditional grog that consists of 10 ingredients 
all representing various Infantry missions during the Infantry Ball Feb. 6 at 
Eisenhower Hall.

What are your thoughts 
about the future of warfare?

The Future of Warfare Essay contest, sponsored by the Defense & Strategic Studies 
program, asks participants to write about what will be the dominant trend in warfare from 
2015-2035. How should the U.S. military and government prepare for this trend? 

All USMA cadets, staff and faculty are encouraged to submit entries. Retired Gen. 
Stanley McChrystal is scheduled to announce, recognize and award the winners during the 
April 17 War Council event. 

One “Best Essay” will be awarded in each of the two categories (“Cadet” and “Staff & 
Faculty”) and present their work at the “Future of Warfare” event April 22.

Additionally, the top five essays in each category will be publicly congratulated and 
receive an offer to publish their work on www.WarCouncil.org.

Submissions must be between 300-350 words; Times New Roman, 12-point, single 
spaced, name/email on each page. Upon receipt, essay will be name/rank “sanitized” to 
reduce bias in judging.

Submit via email to matthew.cavanaugh@usma.edu no later than March 31.
The first 50 entries receive preferential seating at the April 17 event.

Coming soon from DSS
The Combating ISIS: Strategic Perspective War Council will convene 12:50-1:45 p.m. 

Feb. 18 at Washington Hall, Room 5006.
Panelists from the Combating Terrorism Center, the Army Cyber Institute, Department of 

History and Defense & Strategic Studies will speak for 35 minutes followed by 20 minutes 
of audience questions.

DSS sponsors essay contest

of a challenge,” Parnell added. “I went from 
a place in my life where everyone listened to 
everything I said, now I have a beautiful wife 
and three children, and now I am at a place 
where no one listens to what I say.”

Parnell spoke about the warrior legacy in the 
Infantry and referred to the origin of the branch 
with 77 men who began the Infantry tradition. 

The 77 consisted of middle age or older 
men and few fighting with sons, cousins and 
brothers during the Revolutionary War and that 
spirit continued through all the wars Americans 
fought.

“They, the 77 faced over 400 best trained 
and most feared Soldiers,” Parnell said. “And 

when the British appeared before them, the 
77 didn’t flinch. These few men made a stand 
and refused to be bullied and intimated by an  
oppressive regime.

“These infantrymen were the first to 
die for the cause of American freedom and 
independence,” Parnell added. “On Lexington 
Green that April morning, they refused to be 
daunted by impossible odds, they made their 
stand. Their bravery became the symbol of the 
tradition of selflessness that stretches across 
centuries to you here in this room. 

“Our history isn’t just filled with examples 
of that devotion, but it largely has been written 
by it as well,” he concluded.
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Alpine Skiing: The West Point Alpine Ski team competed, 
Jan. 31-Feb. 1, in a two-day Mideast Conference collegiate ski 
race at Greek Peak, New York, hosted by Cornell University. 

Six members of the team participated in both the Slalom and 
Giant Slalom, taking third-place overall in the Giant Slalom out 
of nine teams in the competition, just seconds in combined time 
behind Cornell and RPI. Class of 2018 Cadet Sawyer Harkins 
finished in the top 10 in both events, earning fifth place in the 
Slalom out of more than 40 competitors. The cadets finished 
fifth in Slalom. 

Paintball: Twenty-seven members of the Close Combat 
team attended MSATO’s Operation DEFCON Jan. 23-25 in 
East Shoreham, New Jersey, to practice and validate MOUT and 

woodland training acquired during the summer and academic 
year. 

It was a two-day military simulation event in which the 
West Point team participated as coalition forces. The area of 
operation was an abandoned nuclear power plant full of large 
and complex rooms and hallways, and the event was honored 
to have as one of its commanders, former Delta Force operator 
Dale Comstock.

Skeet and Trap: The Skeet and Trap team enjoyed an 
unforgettable pheasant hunt Sunday at the Mashomack Preserve 
Club, one of the finest shooting and hunting clubs in the eastern 
United States. 

The team was accompanied by the superintendent, who 
joined the cadets and the Mashomack club members in a highly 
successful hunt with many birds bagged. 

Following the hunt, the team was treated to a gourmet lunch 

and a brief program with presentations by the superintendent, 
the team officer-in-charge and the Mashomack leadership. 
This exhausting and fun-filled day will long be remembered 
by all participants as one of the highlights of the team’s 
season. 

The West Point Skeet and Trap club traveled Feb. 1 to Mount 
Pleasant Shooting Club at their range near Pleasantville, New 
York. After an in-route exercise in mounted land navigation, 
the team arrived to a warm welcome by the club’s members, 
including veterans from the Korean War era to veterans of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. The team enjoyed a lunch that reflected 
the Italian heritage of the majority of the club’s members. The 
competition included 100 rounds of American and handicap trap. 
At the end of the day, the cadets came out on top by two targets, 
narrowly defeating the home club.  
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By Kevin Schieman
West Point Ice Hockey Club

Even as a student at Mendham High School 
in New Jersey, James Morsch stood out. 
Leadership always came naturally to him, a 
product of his quiet confidence and grinding 
determination. 

Rob Loderstedt, then an assistant coach 
for the high school hockey team, remembers 
James as “one of those special people that you 
meet in your life who you just know is bound 
for something great.” 

Besides excelling in the classroom and 
being named class president, Morsch was a 
four-year starter on the hockey team. 

He even earned the rare distinction of being 
named a team captain during his sophomore 
season. Loderstedt, himself a four-year 
standout on the hockey team at Mendham High 
School and 2004 graduate of the University 
of Scranton, returned to the school as a 
defensive assistant coach in the fall of 2008. 
Not surprisingly, the hockey team thrived 
during the four years Morsch and Loderstedt 
spent together.

Led by Morsch and Loderstedt, the team 
qualified for the New Jersey State Playoffs 
three times throughout their tenure. The squad 
advanced to the state quarterfinals Morsch’s 
freshman year and only a rash of injuries 
derailed the team just short of that milestone 
in his senior season. 

Loderstedt, in a manner characteristic of 
his own understated humility, credits much 
of that success to the student-athlete’s steady 
leadership and relentless work ethic.    

        Reunited at West Point
Once Morsch graduated in 2012, accepting 

an appointment to the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, it seemed the two had 
parted ways for good. As fate would have it, 
their paths have crossed again. Loderstedt now 
coaches the academy’s Club Hockey team, a 
team on which Morsch, Class of 2016, is a 
starting defenseman and assistant captain. The 
club is in its third season as a competitive ice 
hockey squad in Division 2 of the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) and 
will host its first home game on Saturday, as 
archrival Navy comes calling at West Point’s 
Tate Rink. 

Such an event must have seemed improbable 
two years ago when Morsch arrived at West 
Point, as the club struggled to find an identity 
and offered few real prospects for long-term 
success. The club’s recent turn of fortunes owes 
much to a chance meeting between Morsch and 
his former high school mentor.

              From inline to ice
The club Morsch joined as a plebe in the 

fall of 2012 hardly resembles the one now 
poised for a showdown with the Midshipmen. 
Initially founded as an inline hockey club 
in 2002, the club struggled to generate any 
sustained success. 

Although a small, outdoor community roller 
hockey rink exists on campus, it was designed 
as a recreational facility for neighborhood 
children, not as a venue for collegiate roller 
hockey. The rink was frequently in ill repair 
and the cadets struggled to find daylight for 
practice around their other duties. Maybe more 
importantly, most of the cadets on the team saw 

Coach, standout athlete reunite at West Point
Mendham pair make good with West Point Ice Hockey Club, ready to face Navy Saturday

inline as the alternative to ice hockey, the sport 
all of them grew up playing and still preferred. 

Three years ago the club requested 
permission to split their time between ice 
hockey and inline hockey in order to continue 
skating through the long, harsh Hudson Valley 
winters. 

The team found some success on the 
ice, despite infrequent practices and little 
formal coaching. Even so, the team was often 
outmatched by more established clubs, as 
evident during losses in a pair of matchups 
against Navy’s club over the past two seasons. 
Then, under the most unlikely of circumstances, 
the club caught a break. 

In the fall of 2013 during a chance encounter 
at an Army football tailgate, Morsch struck up 
an innocent conversation with Loderstedt about 
the program. He told his long-time mentor that 

the program lacked a coach and relied on a 
rotation of cadets and faculty to guide the team. 

Loderstedt, a four-year letter-winner with 
Scranton’s ACHA, Division 1 hockey program, 
jumped at the opportunity. 

Loderstedt told Morsch he would happily 
coach the team. Given that Loderstedt lives 
in northern New Jersey, better than an hour 
from West Point’s Hudson Valley campus, that 
represented no small commitment. 

To hear him describe the situation though, 
one would find the impression that fortune found 
him, more than it found the club. Loderstedt 
sees the cadets much in the same vein as he 
has always seen Morsch, “as the future leaders 
of America.” Whoever the fortunate party, the 
result on the ice has been immediate.

In their first season together with the West 

The West Point Ice Hockey Club reunited Coach Rob Loderstedt and Cadet 
James Morsch from their days at Mendham High School in New Jersey. 
                                                                                                               Courtesy Photos

Class of 2016 Cadet James Morsch will take the ice Saturday at Tate Rink for 
the first contest between the West Point Ice Hockey Club and the team from 
the U.S. Naval Academy. Game time is scheduled at 4:30 p.m.      See CLUB HOCKEY, PAGE 7
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See CLUB HOCKEY, PAGE 7

Point club, success has come quickly for the 
cadets. 

Overall, the club has roared to a 15-6 
record, going 13-2 against Division 2 
competition. That success has resulted in the 
club’s application to join the Mid-Atlantic 
Collegiate Hockey Conference (MACH) 
starting next season. 

The MACH is one of the most competitive 
leagues in Division 2 and routinely places 
its best clubs in the regional and national 
tournaments. 

That such a proposition is even a possibility 
for the cadets shows just how far the club has 
come in the past year. 

Maybe as impressive though is the fact 
that the club will now host a home event 
on a campus whose hockey legacy has been 
defined entirely by one of the NCAA’s oldest 
ice hockey programs.

Though he would loath to admit it, 
Loderstedt is driven by the same quiet 
confidence and grinding determination he sees 
in Morsch. 

As with so many things, the club’s rapid 
climb to success is a complicated matter, 

owing no small part to a very talented roster. 
Nevertheless, it would be hard to argue that the 
steady, determined leadership of Morsch and 
Loderstedt haven’t powered the club. 

When the West Point team takes the ice 
against Navy 4:30 p.m. Saturday, the event 
represents a huge milestone for the club, as 
much as it does for the pair from northern 
New Jersey.

Army-Navy Club Hockey begins
The Army-Navy hockey game, the first 

installment of the rivalry to be hosted on the 
ice at West Point, will be free to the public 
and no ticket will be required for admission 
to the event. 

Since the Naval Academy doesn’t have an 
NCAA ice hockey program, the nascent club 
from USMA represents the first opportunity to 
ice the storied Army-Navy rivalry. 

The event promises to be a significant 
event for the West Point, as much as for the 
northern New Jersey hockey community that 
has helped make the game possible. 

When the puck drops on Valentine’s Day, 
Morsch, Loderstedt and the West Point club 
hope to fill Tate Rink’s 2,648 seats with the 

CLUB HOCKEY, 
cont’d from Page 6

support of West Point and the surrounding 
community as they challenge a Naval Academy 
squad that has paced Division 1 play in the  
region. 

The cadets will likely enter the game a 
slight underdog, but if their history tells us 
anything, it wouldn’t be wise to bet against the 
pair from Mendham High School.
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Polar Fest             
delivers 
winter fun

(Above, left) With a little parental support, kids raced downhill in decorated cardboard boxes, 
while (above, right) novice and experienced skiers participated in more competitive races 
Feb. 7 during the 10th annual Polar Fest at Victor Constant Ski Area. Photos by Mike strasser/PV

(Above, left) Children warmed up in front of the fire and tested their 
culinary skills while making s’mores during the tastier portion of 
Polar Fest. (Left) Another culinary experience at Polar Fest was 
the popular eating contest, where participants attempted to be the 
first to finish “The Beast” sandwich and a plate of fries. (Above) 
Several high-flying skiers challenged each other to show off their 
skills during the Big Air competition. Organized and hosted by West 
Point Morale, Welfare and Recreation, Polar Fest is a daylong party 
for the West Point community.  
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FEATURED ITEM

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MPD office closure

The West Point Garrison’s Military Personnel Division will 
be closed for training 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Feb. 19.

There will be no walk-ins or appointments at that time.
No ID Cards to include CACs, pin resets or DEERS updates 

will be processed during training. For details, call 938-8474.

DUSA Community Grants
The 2015 Daughters of the United States Army Community 

Grant applications are available at the DUSA Gift Shop in the 
West Point Museum. 

The deadline for applications is Feb. 20.  
For details, contact Patty Bastianelli at DUSAGrants@

gmail.com.

Casino Night
The West Point Women’s Club is hosting Casino Night 6 

p.m. Feb. 27 at Eisenhower Hall. 
Cadets (Firsties and Cows) are approved to attend. Tickets 

will be on sale in January. 
The Poker Tournament slots are on sale now at http://www.

westpointspousesclub.com/Casino_Night.html. 
More details can be found on WPWC’s Facebook page at 

“WPWC Casino Night.”

Casino Night volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed to pull off a successful Casino Night.

Sign up to help, and you’ll get double the Casino Bucks as the 
basic Entrance Package. 

Additionally, enjoy the same entrance cost as the pre-sale 
entrance packages. Hurry, shifts will go fast.

Contact Kristi at wpcasinonightvolunteers@gmail.com to 
join the group.

WPSC Scholarship Application
Each year, the West Point Spouses’ Club offers scholarships 

to individuals continuing their education. To be eligible to receive 
a WPSC Scholarship, an applicant must be a WPSC member 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

West Point Spouses’ Club Gift Shoppe
The West Point Spouses’ Club has a Gift Shoppe with 

West Point and military-themed gifts, crafts and memorabilia, 
perfect for friends, family and colleagues. 

Come check out its in-stock curtains during regular store 
hours as well. The Gift Shoppe is inside Bldg. 695 (formally 
the ITR office), located in the parking lot behind the Cemetery. 

The Gift Shoppe is open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. every 
Wednesday.

Ice Harvesting Industry
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum, in partnership 

with the Cornwall Presbyterian Church, presents their Winter 
Evening Speakers Series: The Ice Harvesting Industry.   

This lecture is scheduled 7:30 p.m. Feb. 24 at the Cornwall 
Presbyterian Fellowship Hall, 222 Hudson Street, Cornwall-
on-Hudson.

The Hudson Valley was once the world’s epicenter of the 
natural ice industry. Spring fed lakes supplied ice to the finest 
NYC hotels and luxurious ocean liners and it was prized across 
Europe, Asia and Australia. 

Timothy Englert, former Development Executive for the 
Palisades Interstate Park Commission, and co-founder of the 
Knickerbocker Ice Festival in 2007, will share photos, tools, 
maps, illustrations and rare Thomas Edison films of the 1902 
harvest at Rockland Lake.

Refreshments will be available. There is an admission. 
For details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.   

Soldier For Life–TAP Transition Assistance Workshops 
Transition Workshops are events designed to assist separating 

or retiring service members and their family members in 
preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The mandatory workshops provide information on 
entitlements and services available, including the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) Veterans Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive Job 
Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the Transition 
Assistance Program (TAP) process 24 months prior to release 
from active duty, and those separating can begin 18 months prior. 

Upcoming Schedule:
• March 2-6 (Executive Level).
Registration is required. Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 938-

0634 to register or for more details.

FAST course available
The Army Education Center will offer a Functional Academic 

Skills Training course.  The course is designed to strengthen skills 
needed to improve the General Technical score of the Armed 
Forces Classification Test.  

The class will meet at the Army Education Center, Bldg. 683 
Buckner Loop (next to Subway) 5-8:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
March 2-25.  

Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-
5389 for an enrollment form (commander approval required) at 
your earliest convenience.

IETD Computer Training Program
The Information Education and Technology Division is 

offering computer courses that include Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, computer skills, keyboard typing skills lab, Dell XT3 
Tablet, Lenovo Tablet and Apple iPad information system.  

Most courses are held over three days, 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday. 

Courses are offered to O/Dean Staff and Faculty, and if 
space permits, to other departments and USMA affiliates (tenant 
organizations, USMA spouses and volunteers.)  

Courses are held in Jefferson Memorial Library (Bldg. 758), 
4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom).   

For details, contact Thomas A. Gorman at 938-1186 or email  
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center at West Point. 

or high school senior who is a child of a WPSC member who 
has joined by Jan. 6, or within 30 days of arrival of West Point, 
whichever is later. 

Academic scholarships must be used for payment of tuition 
and fees associated with an accredited college-level program, 
continuing education, or training. 

This is a one-time scholarship opportunity, for both member 
and high school senior.

To download a copy of the scholarship application, visit 
http://westpointspousesclub.com/Scholarships.html.

WPSC Grant Application
Each year, the West Point Spouses’ Club raises thousands of 

dollars to help the West Point community, the surrounding areas 
and national foundations that support veterans and their families.

To download a copy of the Grant application, visit our website 
at www.westpointspousesclub.com/Community_Outreach_2.
html.

Protestant Women of the Chapel Bible Studies
Protestant Women of the Chapel is offering Bible studies 

during the year 9-11 a.m. Wednesdays and 7-9 p.m. Thursdays 
at the Post Chapel. 

Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett @liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@usma.edu for details or 
an appointment.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. 

Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams. Most 
tests are free of charge to Soldiers.

Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@usma.edu for details or an appointment. 

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

Shredding Day
Stop by the Recycling Center every Tuesday to shred your 

paper between 7 a.m.-4 p.m. For details, call 938-4281.

Belly Dance Friday Night Jam
Join the MWR Fitness Center 5:30-6:30 p.m. Feb. 20 and 27 

for a fun night of belly dancing. There is a minimal fee for this 
event. For details, call 938-6490.

ODR Equipment Center’s February Event
• Snow Shoe Hike—1-4 p.m. Feb. 21. Join ODR for a snow 

shoe day trip. No snow? We will do a day hike. We will meet 
at the Victor Constant Ski lodge. It will be an easy to moderate 
hike that is a good cardio workout. 

• Mountain Creek Ski and Snowboard Trip—8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Feb. 28. Join ODR for a day on the slopes at Mountain Creek. 
Fee includes lift ticket, transportation and one meal voucher 
per person. 

Pre-registration is required for both events. There is a 
minimal fee for both. For details, call 938-8810.

Arts & Crafts February class schedule
• Pint Sized Picasso—10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday (Grades K-5). Wassily Kandinsky—Study how a 
Russian law professor could “hear” color and “see” sound. 
Recreate his famous circles.

• Paint and Wine a Bit: Private Event—6-8 p.m. Feb. 19. 
Private Painting Party. Call the Arts and Crafts Shop today to 
book your party at 845-936-4812.

There is a minimal fee for the above classes. For details and 
to register, call 938-4812.

Wee Ones Play Group and Wee Chat
Kick off the new year with the Family Advocacy Program.  

Wee Ones Open Play Group will meet 9:30-11 a.m. Monday. 
Wee Chat will meet 9:30-11 a.m. Thursdays. Both events are 

now held at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Bldg. 500. 
For details, call 938-3369 or 938-0629.

Valentine’s Day Swing & Waltz Lessons
Come with your sweetheart or just yourself from 5:30-7 

p.m. Friday at the MWR Fitness Center for dance lessons.  
For the fi rst half of the lesson, we will learn Swing Dance, 

and then we will learn the Waltz (both slow and fast). 
There is a minimal fee for this class. For details, call 

938-6490.

FOR THE FAMILIES

Upcoming trip with Leisure Travel Services
• See the NYC Chinatown Lunar New Year, Feb. 22. Leave 

West Point at 10 a.m., then leave NYC at 4:30 p.m. See the 16th 
Chinatown Lunar New Year Parade and festival make its way 
through NYC’s most dynamic neighborhood.

There is a minimal fee for these trips and events. 
For details, call 938-3601.

February community skate hours
Community skate hours at Tate Rink are available 3:30-5 

p.m. Sunday and Feb. 22 (weather permitting).  

Customer Appreciation Week at the West Point Club
Come join the West Point Club for lunch from 11 a.m.-1:30 

p.m. through Friday and receive these special offers:
• Today—Free cookie with meal purchase;
• Friday—1/2 price pizza bar.
It’s that time of year when we say thank you for being our 

guest. For details, call 938-5120.

Financial Readiness Classes with ACS
Want to achieve fi nancial success?  Take a fi nancial readiness 

class with ACS. 
All classes are held at the ACS Heritage Room, Bldg. 622, 

3-4 p.m. unless otherwise noted. The dates are: 
• Feb. 25: Blissful Budgeting;
• March 11: Sensible Savings.
For details, call 938-5839 or email amy.weyhrauch@usma.

edu. 

Valentine’s Day Dinner and Dance
Come experience the West Point Club’s annual Valentine’s 

Day Dinner celebration 6-10 p.m. Saturday in the Pierce Dining 
Room. 

Dinner includes appetizer, entrée, dessert and complimentary 
glass of wine. 

Entertainment will be provided by Indigo Productions. 

Reservations are required by calling 938-5120.

Round Pond reservations for 2015
Round Pond reservations are currently open for active duty 

and cadet parents. Reservations for all others will begin Tuesday. 
To make a reservation, call 938-8811. 

Hired! Workforce Preparation Workshops
All interested youth must have a current CYSS Membership 

on fi le to attend Hired! workforce preparation workshops at the  
Youth Center, Bldg. 500, Washington Road. 

All workshops are free and for youth, grades 6-12.
• What is a Spending Plan?—4-5 p.m. Wednesday;
• Practicing for SAT Testing—4-5 p.m. March 4.   
Completing six workshops is a prerequisite for the Hired! 

Program. 
To learn more about the program, call Marion DeClemente 

at 938-8889.

Spin-a-Thon
Join Paul, Jen, Liesel, Rene’ and Lois 12:30-2:30 p.m. Feb. 

22 for a Spin-a-Thon at the MWR Fitness Center.  
There is a small fee for this event. For details, call 938-6490.

Employment Readiness Program Classes with ACS
• NCOA Career Fair—March 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the 

Thayer Hotel;
• 10 Steps to a Federal Job Workshop—March 24, 9:30 

a.m.-12:30 p.m. at ACS.
Space is limited, call 938-5658 to register or email Ellen.

stoneham@usma.edu.

RecycleMania Tournament
Join students all across the U.S. and Canada competing 

in RecycleMania, the eight-week recycling competition. The 
tournament runs through March 29. 

For details, visit recyclemania.org or call West Point 
Recycling at 938-4281.

AER Bake Sale
Take a break from Easter baking and come out to support 

your 2015 Army Emergency Relief Campaign 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
April 4 at the Exchange and Commissary complexes.  

A variety of baked goods will be available from sweet to 
savory, breakfast items, breads and more. All proceeds go directly 
to the 2015 AER Campaign.  

For details, contact 938-0636 or Allison.walker@usma.edu.

Spin on your lunch break
Want to burn off extra calories from treats in your desk?  

Join Rene for the ultimate spin session at noon Mondays and 
Wednesdays at the MWR Fitness Center.  

There is a small fee for this class.  For details, call 938-6490.

There is no charge for the program, but skaters must provide 
their own skates. For details, call 938-2991.

EFMP Family Event/PAWS for KIDS
As the weather gets colder and calendars get fuller, remember 

your fun Exceptional Family Member Program events. 
Come by to have some fun or meet other families with special 

needs you might have in common.  
All our events are free and held at ACS, Bldg. 622 unless 

otherwise noted.
• Tuesday and Feb. 24, PAWS for KIDS—3:30-5 p.m.;
For details, contact EFMP Program Manager Josephine 

Toohey at 938-5655, Josephine.toohey@usma.edu or the program 
assistant Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or anne.marshall@usma.
edu. 

“To Go” Family Dining from the West Point Club
Every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the West Point Club 

will have “Dinners to Go.” 
Place your order with the Club by 2 p.m. and let us know what 

time you would like to pick it up and we will have it ready for you. 
This is the perfect dinner solution for all those working in 

Central Area. 
For details and to place your orders, call 938-5120.

ACS Family Readiness Group (FRG) Winter Class 
Schedule

Attendees will discuss all aspects of Family Readiness 
Groups, from discussing what a FRG is, having an effective 
FRG, the role of FRGs in today’s Army, the role of volunteers in 
the FRG, or how to keep and raise funds legally and within the 
Army’s regulatory guidance and local procedures. 

This quarter’s sessions will be held at the Army Community 
Service offi ces in Bldg. 622. The sessions are: Feb. 18, 4-5 p.m.; 
and March 25, 4-5 p.m.

For details or to reserve your seat, contact Michelle Bradley 
at 845-938-4621 or michelle.bradley@usma.edu. 

New hours at Parent Central Services
Parent Central Services will be changing hours to refl ect 

the offi cial work day and to provide extended hours once a 
week to help patrons who cannot make it during regular hours.

The new hours are: 
• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday—7:45 a.m.-4:30 

p.m.;
• Thursday—1-6 p.m.
For details, call 938-4458/0939/3969.
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Friday—Unbroken, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Taken 3, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Woman in Black 2: Angel of Death, PG-13, 
9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange .com/ ree l - t ime- thea t res /West -
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Feb. 19
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Feb. 12-19
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Keller information

Get up-to-date Keller Army Community 
Hospital information at http://kach.
amedd.army.mil/ or on social media 
a t  h t t p : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kellerarmycommunityhospital/. 

Pharmacy Closure
The KACH Pharmacy will be closed 

Saturday and Monday.

Participate in Running Biomechanics 
Study

Who can particpate: Men and women, 
DOD benefi ciaries (active duty military, 
cadets, dependents), between ages 18-50, 
who run an average of 12 miles per week, 
and will live in the West Point area for the 
next 12 months. 

What: “Using Real Time Biofeedback 
to Alter Running Biomechanics,” a study of 
runners who would like to transition from 
a ‘heel-striking’ pattern while running to a 
‘mid-fore-foot’ pattern.

Where: Running form recording and 
running classes will be held at West Point; 
Running course throughout the survey is 
up to you. Must run an average of 12 miles 
per week. 

When: 200 qualifi ed runners/participants 
are needed now. Survey information briefs 
are scheduled at 4 p.m. Thursdays at Arvin 
Cadet Physical Development Center’s DPE 
Conference Room (Room 341).

For details, call Jamie Morris at 938-
5109 or email runwestpoint@gmail.com.   

Ask Your Doctor for an Electronic 
Prescription

Civilian medical providers are able to 
send electronic prescriptions to stateside 

military pharmacies, including Keller Army 
Community Hospital.

e-Prescribing is a computer-generated 
prescription sent from your health care 
provider directly to the pharmacy using a 
private, secure and closed network. Your 
prescription information “is not” sent over 
the Internet or as an e-mail. 

Your electronic prescription usually 
arrives at the pharmacy’s computer before 
you leave your doctor’s office, and in 
some cases—depending on distance—your 
prescription will be filled/ready prior to 
your arrival, thus reducing the amount of 
time a benefi ciary waits for a prescription. 
Additionally, e-Prescribing let’s the pharmacy 
staff fi x issues with the prescription, if any, 
before the benefi ciary arrives.

For more information on electronic 
prescriptions, go to the KACH Pharmacy 
Internet page at http://kach.amedd.army.
mil/clinics/Pharmacy.html; or to utilize 
the e-Prescribing service, give your civilian 
medical provider the following information:

• DOD prescribing pharmacy name: DOD 
WEST PT ePhcy;

• KACH Pharmacy phone: 938-2271 or 
938-3812;

•  KACH Pharmacy NCPDP/NPI 
Number: 5810862/1497160113.

Let us know how we are doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the force 
and enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Let us know if we are achieving this 
by filling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail. We value your opinion.

• Chinese New Year: BBC will be 
making a craft, learn about the Chinese culture 
and enjoy a sampler of Chinese food at 132 
Bartlett Loop 10:30-11:30 a.m. Feb. 20. To 
register, please email jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by Tuesday.

• Calling all Tweens: If you are 
between 10-12 years old, you are invited to 
see one of the newly released movies at the 
Destinta Theatre in New Windsor Feb. 27. 

It is a half-day of school for West Point 
students. Transportation is not provided. To 
register, please email jgellman@bbcgrp.
com by Feb. 24. The name of the movie and 
showtime will be announced  in mid-February 
and sent to all tweens who registered.

• Need Pampering?: Need a little 
pampering? You are always so busy doing 
things for others, it’s time to come out and 
do something for yourself. 

Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Friday to receive sample products of 
L’Occitane skin care products so you can start 
pampering yourself.

• Celebrating Mardi Gras: Stop by 
132 Bartlett Loop 3:30-4:30 p.m. Tuesday to 
pick up Mardi Gras beads, craft or masks to 
celebrate the day. A Mardi Gras King Cake 
will be served with a plastic baby hidden 
inside. 

The person who gets the baby is supposed 
to have good luck for a year.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities

WEST POINT ID CARD OPERATIONS
Starting Sunday, the West Point ID Card Operations Offi ce 
will conduct business on an appointment-only basis for 
all DEERS and ID Card operations.
Hours of Operation:  8-11:30 AM and
                                               1-3:30 PM
To make an appointment, visit  https://rapids-appointments.
dmdc.osd.mil
Time Slots are now available until Friday. Call 938-2607 to 
reserve a slot. For details, call 938-8483.
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By Nick Lantz
Army Athletic Communications

With three individual champions, the Army Wrestling team 
finished in second place at the All-Academy Championships at 
the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy Feb. 7 in Kings Point, New 
York. Sophomore Russell Parsons (157) and juniors Brian Harvey 
(174) and Bryce Barnes (197) all claimed titles.

Sophomores Logan Everett (141) and Samson Imonode 
(184) racked up second-place finishes for Army. Senior Cole 
Gracey (165) and junior Javier Rodriguez (149) added a pair of 
third-place finishes for the Black Knights, while senior Stephen 
Snyder took fourth at the heavyweight class.

“There are no moral victories for finishing second,” first-
year head coach Kevin Ward said. “We came in here to win it 
and didn’t, so I don’t feel good about finishing second. We did 
have some good individual performances. But I think the story 
of today is it came down to some critical situations where we 
had to be tougher and we weren’t today.” 

Air Force (90 points) won the tournament, edging out Army 
by only 3.5 points, but the Black Knights (86.5 points) did 
manage to finish one spot ahead of rival Navy (81.5 points). 

The Citadel finished fourth with 58.5 points, Coast Guard 
was fifth with 27.5 and Virginia Military Institute (VMI) came in 
sixth. Norwich finished seventh and Merchant Marine Academy 
came in eighth.

Harvey began with a quick pin in the quarterfinals over 
James Malone of Merchant Marine Academy, his fifth fall of 
the season. He then cruised into the finals with a 19-1 technical 
fall over Coast Guard’s Mike Shermot in the semifinals. Harvey 
matched up with Navy’s Jadaen Bernstein and managed to hang 
on for a 7-6 title win. 

Parsons also began the day with a fall, pinning VMI’s Sam 
Paulay in his first match. The sophomore 157-pounder followed 
that up with his first technical fall of the season, 16-0 over Chris 
Sullivan of Coast Guard to reach the finals. He finished up a 
strong tournament with a 3-1 decision over Samuel Kreimier of 
Air Force to take the crown at 157.

Barnes started off with a 17-4 major decision victory over 
Coast Guard’s Phil Azzari in his opening bout. In the semifinals, 
Barnes earned yet another major, his sixth this season, 11-2 over 
Jack Carda of Air Force. He then battled for a 1-0 decision over 
Marshall Haas of The Citadel in the finals to take the 197-pound 
title. 

Imonode, who was Army’s lone champion in last year’s 
tournament, won his first match with a fall as well. He pinned 
Nick Smith of Norwich before fighting for a close 2-0 decision 
over Pat Rooney of Merchant Marine Academy in the semifinals. 
Imonode nearly came away victorious in the 184 finals, but 
Navy’s Michael Woulfe won in sudden victory, 7-5.

Everett received a bye in the opening round and capitalized 
with a 9-1 major decision against Air Force’s Carter McElhany to 
reach the 141 finals. He also came within just a couple of points 

Three Black Knights win titles, Army earns second at AAC

of taking the crown at 141, but dropped a 4-2 sudden victory to 
The Citadel’s Ty Buckiso. 

Gracey picked up a fall (2:33) in the quarterfinals over 
Merchant Marine Academy’s Branden Yeik before dropping a 
9-0 major decision to Jesse Stafford of Air Force, ranked 15th 
by the NCAA at 165, in the semifinals. Army’s veteran senior 
then dominated in a 14-0 major decision in the consolation 
semifinals against Zach Gibson from Norwich. Gracey capped 
off the day with another bonus point win, an 11-2 major decision 
over Shabaka Johns of VMI.

Rodriguez tallied a 13-3 major decision over Mike Giorgio 
of Coast Guard to begin the day at 149 before falling to The 
Citadel’s Matt Frisch in the semifinals by the same exact score. 

He bounced back with a 15-6 major decision over Nathan Twito 
of Merchant Marine Academy in the consolation semifinals. 
Rodriguez then finished strong with a 7-3 win over Navy’s Corey 
Wilding to earn third place. 

After pulling out a gutsy 1-0 decision over The Citadel’s Joe 
Bexley in the opening round, Snyder fell to VMI’s Juan Adams, 
7-0, in the semifinals to fall into the consolation bracket. Snyder 
then picked up a 5-2 decision over Coast Guard's Mark Howard 
in the consolation semifinals. In the third-place match, Snyder 
had a rematch with Bexley, this time coming up on the losing 
end of a 1-0 decision. Freshman Sean Badua dropped a 9-1 major 
decision to Joaquin Marques in the 125 quarterfinals followed by 
a narrow 11-8 defeat to VMI’s Dalton Henderson in a tiebreaker. 

Sophomore Russell Parsons claimed the 157-pound title at the All-Academy Championships Feb. 7 with 
a pin, technical fall and then a 3-1 decision over Air Force’s Samuel Kreimier in his final match to take 
the crown.                                         Photo by Mark aikMan

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

The 20th-ranked Army Lacrosse team scored the first 10 
goals against VMI and cruised to a 24-3 win at Foley Athletic 
Center on Monday afternoon in the Black Knights’ home opener.

It was the first regular season game at the Foley Athletic 
Center after the game was moved inside due to weather. Head 
Coach Joe Alberici was very appreciative of the work of the 
administration and facilities crew at West Point in allowing the 
contest to be shifted.

Offensive outburst lifts Army Lacrosse past VMI, 24-3
“I can’t say enough about the administration and facilities 

staff here at West Point,” Alberici said. “It was a bad weather 
day and the quick change was exceptional. The facilities folks, 
headed up by Mike Rubbino and Brad Brown, I can’t thank them 
enough for getting everything running smoothly. It was the first 
game in Foley and it was a good one to get.”

Army (2-0) had 14 different goal scorers as Alberici emptied 
his bench and every dressed player saw action on the field. 

Connor Cook led the way with a career-high four goals on 
seven shots, while Cole Johnson kept his offense going with three 
goals to give him seven in two games. 

Jimbo Moore chipped in with three points, while John 
Glesener and Andrew Michalowski added a career best three 
points on two goals and an assist apiece.

All five goalkeepers got playing time as Sam Somers started 
the game and made three saves in just over 36 minutes of action. 

“I was really impressed with our enthusiasm right out of the 
gate,” Alberici said. “Secondly, I was impressed by our tenacity, 
especially in the middle of the field. We dominated the ground 
ball play and suffocated them in our riding game.”

The Keydets (0-2) had a quick turnaround from Sunday  as 
they were defeated by Navy. 
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Women’s Track and Field earns “Star” with win over Navy

Junior Haley Winters earned first place in the 60m dash with a time of 7.79 seconds during the “Star” 
Match Feb. 7 at Gillis Field House. She also claimed a second individual title be posting a time of 25.70 
seconds in the 200m dash. Winters also had a strong finish in the 4x400m relay to take first place over 
Navy.                                  Photo Courtesy of arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

By Kelly Dumrauf
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Women’s Track and Field team claimed their 
second consecutive “Star” victory over Navy and first indoor 
victory since 2005, posting a 94-87 win at Gillis Field House in 
the annual Star meet Feb. 7. 

Army claimed a total of nine victories on the afternoon with 
five coming on the track and four in the field events.

“This was my first experience with Army-Navy on the track 
and it was everything I had expected,” head coach Mike Smith 
said. “The international scoring system keeps the meet close so 
you have to have people that can win events if you want to win 
the meet. We had some significant wins today and just enough 
second placers to outdistance Navy.

“The competitive fire of the athletes on both teams was 
impressive and it fueled the performances,” he added.

Amy Slaughter got things going with a throw of 15.56m in 
the weight throw to take first place and give the Black Knights 
the opening 7-4 advantage. Briyah Brown captured third with a 
mark of 14.32m.

In the high jump, Meagan Hilla posted a mark of 1.60m to 
capture the individual title, followed by Courtney McKenzie 
in third with a mark of 1.55m. Through two events, the Black 
Knights led Navy by a score of 14-8.

The Midshipmen claimed a one-two-three finish in the long 
jump with Cori Lemere checking in at No. 4 and Savannah Baker 
in fifth. Army however, held on to the slight one-point advantage, 
going up 17-16 through three events.

Team captain Jennifer Comfort got the track events underway 
with a first place finish in the mile run, posting a time of 4:56.82. 
She was followed by teammate Lindsay Gabow in fourth and 
helped the Black Knights to the 23-21 advantage after four events.

Navy again rebounded, claiming first and third in the 60m 
hurdles to pull within one of Army’s lead. Courtney Smith was 
the Black Knights’ top finisher in the event, capturing second 
with a time of 9.31.

Natalie Dent and Smith finished first and second, respectively 
in the 400m dash to put Army up by a score of 35-31. Dent posted 
a time of 58.29 while Smith earned a time of 59.54.

Megan Gemar and Ashley Zeitvogel took first and third in the 
pole vault with Gemar posting a mark of 3.75m and Zeitvogel 
a leap of 3.45m to give Army the 42-35 advantage with seven 
events scored.

Navy took the top two spots in the 500m dash as Madaline 
Kenyon claimed third with a time of 1:18.21 and the Midshipmen 
cut Army’s lead to 45-43.

Led by Haley Winters, the Black Knights posted a one-two-
three finish in the 60m dash to take the 53-46 lead. 

Winters earned first with a time of 7.79 while Emily 
McGowan captured second with a time of 7.97 and Sydney 
Hawkins earned third with a time of 7.99.

Katrina Donarksi earned second in the 800m run with the 
Midshipmen taking first and to pull within four of the Army lead 
through 10 events. 

In the 1000m run, Navy again claimed the top spot with 
Comfort and Elizabeth Moton taking second and third. Through 
11 events, Army held a 62-59 lead.

Again showing her dominance, Brown led the Black Knights 
to a sweep of the shot put, posting a first-place finish of 14.11m. 

Christina Harris captured second with a toss of 12.68m while 
Cody Rothschild earned third with a mark of 12.49m. The sweep 
gave the Black Knights the 70-62 lead with 12 events scored.

Winters claimed her second individual title of the afternoon, 
posting a time of 25.70 in the 200m dash. She was followed 
closely by teammate Hawkins who captured second with a time 
of 25.79. 

The top finishes helped Army begin to pull away, taking the 
78-65 advantage through 13 events.

Navy breathed life after posting a one-two finish in the triple 

jump, pulling within eight points of the Army lead. Anna Motes 
was the top finisher for the Black Knights in the final field event, 
taking third with a mark of 10.99m.

The Midshipmen earned the top spot in the 3000m run 
but Lisa Junta and Lindsay Gabow claimed second and third, 
respectively to put Army up 86-79. Junta finished with a time of 
10:00.05 while Gabow posted a time of 10:03.52.

It was Winters again coming up big for the Black Knights, 
this time in the 4x400m relay, as the junior outlasted her Navy 
counterpart on the final leg to solidify the first-place finish for 
Army. 

The team, consisting of Dent, Smith, Hawkins and Winters, 
earned the top spot with a time of 4:00.77 and bolstered their 
lead to 91-82.

The Midshipmen closed the meet with a win in the 4x800m 
relay, but Army walked away with the 94-87 victory and their 
second consecutive Star. 

“I knew going into it that our women had not won the indoor 
meet in nine years, so I am very happy for our team that they were 
able to come away with the win,” Smith said. “There were a lot 
of makes in the field house today. Their hard work paid off. Now 
we need to regroup and get ready for the Patriot League meet.” 
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Women’s Basketball tops Navy for third straight “Star”

Senior forward Olivia Schretzman scored 16 points and added six rebounds in Army’s 58-46 victory 
over Navy Feb. 7 in Annapolis, Maryland. With the win, the Black Knights earned their third straight 
“Star” match against the Midshipmen.                             eriC s. bartelt/PV

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Women’s Basketball team used a strong second-half 
performance to pick up a 58-46 victory over Navy in a Patriot 
League match-up on Feb. 7 at Alumni Hall in Annapolis, Maryland. 

The Black Knights won their third consecutive “Star” Trophy, 
while improving their overall winning streak to eight games this 
season.

Army improves to 17-5 overall and 9-3 in the Patriot League 
following the win, while Navy drops to 13-10 and 7-5.

Junior guard Kelsey Minato led Army with 23 points on 8-of-16 
shooting, while senior forward Olivia Schretzman totaled 16 points 
and pulled down six rebounds. 

Junior  forward Aimee Oertner netted six points and freshman 
guard Destinee Morris contributed four points off the bench.

Navy was led by sophomore Justice Swett, who scored 13 points, 
while classmate Sarita Condie and freshman Marina Muenster each 
netted 10 points.

Navy led 16-11 after the game’s first 8:10 before four Army 
players scored during a 12-1 run that put the Black Knights in front, 
23-17, with 3:25 to play in the opening half. 

Minato scored five points for the visitors during the stretch, 
while junior Brigette Ocran capped the run with a lay-in as the shot 
clock was about to expire.

The Midshipmen netted five unanswered points to pull back to 
within one, 23-22, before Minato knocked in a pair of free throws 
at the 1:02 mark to extend the Army lead to three. 

Condie hit a mid-range jumper with seven ticks remaining in 
the frame and the Black Knights rimmed out a three-point attempt 
as time expired in the half, as the visitors entered the break with a 
25-24 advantage.

Navy netted six of the first 10 points to begin the second half to 
regain the lead, 31-29, at the 16:46 mark of the period, but Oertner 
scored Army’s first six points of the frame to limit any scoring run 
by the Midshipmen. 

After the teams battled to a 33-33 tie, Morris buried a three 
from the right wing to put the Black Knights up by three with 14:14 
remaining in the frame.

Army built its lead to 10, 48-38, following a 12-3 run that ended 
with back-to-back three-pointers, with the last one coming at the 
8:08 mark. 

The Midshipmen got back to within single digits twice, at 48-41 
and 51-43, but the Black Knights continued to have an answer for 
every Navy bucket, as Minato and Schretzman converted baskets 
2:38 apart to give Army 12-point lead with 3:10 remaining in the 
second half.

Army maintained its double-digit lead, ultimately extending its 
advantage to 12 by the end of the contest.

“Kelsey Minato was the key to this game,” Army head coach 
Dave Magarity said. “I think she had some special moments in the 
second half. But we’ve been successful over the last several games 
because of our balance. 

“Schretzman had another big game for us with 16 points and 
six rebounds, and you can't talk enough about the impact the Morris 
twins have on our team,” he added.

Rifle narrowly defeats Navy to take annual “Star” match  
By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications 

No. 12 Army Rifle swept No. 11 Navy in 
both disciplines to outpoint the Midshipmen 
5,786-5,768 to claim its sixth straight “Star” 
match win Feb. 7 at Tronsrue Marksmanship 
Center. 

Sophomore Allen Solida tied for medalist 
honors in smallbore and freshman Josh Martin 

was the individual winner in air rifle in setting 
the pace for the Black Knights (6-6).

The match was also the regular-season 
Great America Rifle Conference match for the 
Black Knights who improved to 5-3 with Navy 
slipping to 1-6.

The Black Knights outshot Navy in 
smallbore 2,854-2,842 with Solida sharing 
medalist honors with Navy’s Dan Jonas as both 
fired 576s. It is the second straight meet Solida 

was the top shooter.
Martin finished a point behind with a 575 to 

earn third-place honors followed by junior team 
captain Alyssa Gestl’s 572 as four Black Knights 
finished among the top five. Rounding out the 
rest of Army’s five-man unit were sophomores 
Marvin Lewis (567) and Danielle Cuomo (564).

Holding a 12-point lead heading into air 
rifle, Army edged by the Midshipmen in that 
discipline by six points en route to its 18-point 

victory. Martin led the way with a 589 for his 
highest mark of the season as the Black Knights 
outshot Navy 2,932-2,926. Gestl finished a point 
behind (588) in tying with two Navy shooters 
for runner-up honors followed by Solida’s 587. 

“This is a huge win for the team,” assistant 
coach Rick Johnson said. “It has been a focus 
for us for about six weeks now. The ‘Star’ match 
meant a lot to each of the cadets and also to the 
academy, so I am very happy for the team.”


