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Class of 2016: 500 reasons to celebrate

(Above) Class of 2016 Cadet Eugene Coleman, class 
president, explains how the 500th Night Weekend 
is a much-deserved time for respite and refl ection. 
(Right) The 500th Night Banquet transforms the 
Cadet Mess into a more formal venue as cadets 
and their guests were treated to a special meal and 
a 500th Night address by Gen. Lloyd Austin III, the 
commander of U.S. Central Command and USMA 
Class of 1975 graduate. 
                 Photo by John Pellino/dPtMs Visual inforMation branCh

 Photo by Mike strasser/PV 

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Class of 2016 Cadet Eugene Coleman welcomed 
classmates and guests gathered for a banquet at 
Washington Hall Jan. 17 to celebrate the 500th Night 

Weekend. 
As class president, Coleman spoke about how well-deserved 

this is for “the hardest working” class at West Point. With less 
than 500 days until graduation, it’s also a time to refl ect on 
progress made and how little time is left before they assume the 
responsibilities of offi cership.

“It seems like time is fl ying by. Each year becomes a blur 
given the hustle and bustle of our very demanding lives,” he 
said. “But in this moment, we can take a breath and truly absorb 
where we are and how far we’ve come in our journey thus far.”

Coleman said many of his colleagues had spent part of their 
summers completing leadership details at Camp Buckner or 

elsewhere and they grow with each new experience. As cadet 
sergeants, the Class of 2016 serves as the “backbone” of the 
Corps of Cadets, just as the NCO Corps serves as the backbone 
of the Army.

“Now that’s a title I truly believe we deserve,” Coleman said. 
“We work diligently, from the classroom to the parade fi eld, and 
in every challenge that we decide to take on,” Coleman said. 

U.S. Military Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert 

“
The Backbone of the Corps
We work diligently, from the classroom 

to the parade fi eld, and in every challenge 
that we decide to take on.

                              Cadet Eugene Coleman, 
 Class of 2016 President

”

Caslen Jr. introduced a fellow Class of 1975 graduate as guest 
speaker, Gen. Lloyd Austin III, commander of U.S. Central 
Command. 

“Let me join the Supe in saying congratulations,” Austin said. 
“You have achieved a very important milestone in your tenure 
as cadets, and this is cause for great celebration.”

Austin said earlier in the evening he was provided with more 
accurate information by a cadet. The banquet actually marked 
494 days left of their 47-month West Point experience.

“So in 494 more days, you will graduate and you will drive 
away and you will embark upon careers as brand-new second 
lieutenants,” Austin said. “It’s an exciting time and you have 
much to look forward to. And just as important, our Army needs 
you, and it needs your leadership.”

As uncertain as things appeared to them on the fi rst day 
at West Point, Austin said their careers to follow may take 
unexpected paths.

500th niGht, see PaGe 3
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Weekend exchange set between USMA, 
Royal Military College of Canada

By Matthew Talaber 
West Point DPW Director

In the not too distant past when the Department of Public 
Works renovated a building, it would include a building electric 
meter.  

The meter would allow for monitoring of building-wide 
electric use and provide a way to cross-check usage with utility 
company billing. One meter on the main electric service feed 

would be considered typical. Our renewed focus on energy 
conservation has caused us to rethink metering, specifi cally the 
level at which we meter utilities. 

The recent barracks renovations included sub-metering by 
division.  For instance, there are 13 divisions in Scott Barracks.  
We installed two digital meter monitoring screens in visible 
locations: one on the basement level in the 40’s division outside 
of the electrical room, and the other on the basement level in 
the 50’s division outside of the electrical room.  The screens are 

available to any occupant. For example, if a cadet is curious about 
electric usage at any given time, they simply touch the screen and 
select a division, and real-time electric use appears.

The visible monitors are designed to promote energy 
conservation and, ultimately, to change behavior. We can now 
stage competitions between divisions to determine which division 
can conserve the most energy.  We plan to replicate electric sub-
metering by division in the remaining eight barracks, which will 
allow for greater competition and conservation.

Utility meters in barracks to promote conservation

By West Point DPW

The Army is currently evaluating utility systems at 
West Point for potential privatization.  

The utility systems being evaluated include electric, 
natural gas, water, wastewater and thermal systems 
(steam and chilled water).

To date, Army has evaluated 310 utility systems 
out of 355 Army-owned systems in the U.S. Of those 
evaluated, 146 systems were deemed cost-effective.  
Economic viability is an imperative for any utility to 
be privatized.  

Army is interested in divesting of utility system 
ownership because utility operations and maintenance 
are not a core mission. Utility Privatization (UP) 
allows Army to spread maintenance as well as capital 
improvement costs over several decades, thereby 
lowering annual expenses. Where evaluations fi nd UP to 
be in the best interest of the Army, we transfer ownership 
and title for the infrastructure, and at the same time 
enter into a utility service contract with the privatization 
contractor for a period of 50 years.

The Army will solicit proposals from industry 
this year. Depending on the response, the contract(s) 
award is expected to be granted in 2017. Proposals are 
reviewed by several government agencies including 
Defense Logistics Agency Energy, Army Headquarters 
Privatization and Partnership Offi ce and the West Point 
Directorate of Public Works.

What’s UP?
Army conducts Utility 
Privatization Evaluation

Staff Reports

The Corps of Cadets will welcome a contingent of offi cer 
cadets today from the Royal Military College of Canada for the 
2015 USMA-RMCC Exchange. In addition to attending classes 
and attending a dinner in their honor Friday, the RMCC offi cer 
cadets and USCC cadets will challenge each other to a series of 
friendly contests and other activities Saturday.

Among the competitions scheduled are debates, rowing and 

chess. West Point Judo and Tae Kwon Do teams will conduct 
joint practices, and both schools will rehearse and then perform 
a Pipes and Drums demonstration, scheduled at 6 p.m. in the 
Holleder Center Foyer before the Army-RMCC Hockey game. 
An awards ceremony for the day’s events will be conducted 
during the fi rst intermission of the game.

Members of the Corps of Cadets will travel to Kingston, 
Ontario, for the exchange and participate in activities there.

Results will be reported in next week’s Pointer View.

A joint Pipes and Drums demonstration livened up Robinson Auditorium in 2013 during the last exchange 
between the U.S. Military Academy and the Royal Military College of Canada. The exchange occurs again 
this week, with events occuring here and in Kingston, Ontario, through Saturday.
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500th Night, 
cont’d from Page 1

“My plan was to stay in the Army for five years, and then get 
out and go to law school,” he said. “As you see, that plan didn’t 
work out very well. And it didn’t work out because I discovered 
early on that I loved what I was doing.”

Austin has a passion for being among Soldiers and leading 
them while serving in a variety of command and staff positions 
for nearly 40 years.

As customary at class banquets, the guest speaker imparts 
lessons learned, advice and sometimes a list of requirements 
expected of all leaders. 

“In the spirit of the evening I thought I’d share my Top 500,” 
Austin said. “It shouldn’t take too long.”

Essentially, Austin’s secret to success in the Army is taking 
care of Soldiers.

Austin said he ends each day asking himself if he did the 
right things and did he do everything possible to take care of 
those placed in his charge.

“I do that because I owe it to my troops. They look to me 
to lead them, and a big part of leading is taking care of them,” 
Austin said. 

As a newly-commissioned Infantry officer in 1976, his battle-
hardened platoon sergeant told Austin if he leads from the front 
and cares for his Soldiers they will follow him anywhere and 
accomplish amazing things together.

That advice proved to be the most valuable in his career, 
Austin said.

“If you take care of your people, and you earn their respect, 
they will move mountains for you,” he said. “They will amaze 
and inspire you and I’ve seen this demonstrated countless times 
over the course of my career.”

In 2003, Austin’s troops engaged in heavy fighting in the 
early days of Operation Iraqi Freedom. In a particularly bad 
situation, a young Soldier risked his own life to take out a 
machine gun position. Austin later spoke with the Soldier, who 
admitted he was scared.

“But he said, ‘Then I heard the voice of my squad leader, 
and I knew it was going to be OK.’ Ladies and gentlemen, 
there is no other profession on earth where a 19-year-old kid 
would get up and run toward an enemy machine gun to save 
his buddies,” Austin said. “And he did so because he trusted his 
squad leader, and he looked up to him and respected him. And 
he knew his squad leader was with him, leading him and would 
take care of him.”

Taking care of people is the top priority of any leader, but 
Austin added competence and confidence as other critical factors. 

“Both are equally important,” Austin said. “You see, troops 
will listen to every word that you say, but more importantly, 
they will watch what you will do. They want to make sure you 
know what you’re doing.”

Following the banquet, cadets and their guests moved 
to Cullum Hall for music and dancing, courtesy of The 
Benny Havens Band. For photos from the 500th Night 
Banquet, visit https://www.flickr.com/photos/west_point/
sets/72157648059105224/. 

Gen. Lloyd Austin III, commander of U.S. Central 
Command, delivered the address Jan. 17 at 
Washington Hall for the Class of 2016 500th Night 
Banquet.                                   Photos by Mike strasser/PV
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Annual observance honors King’s life, legacy

Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The West Point community celebrated the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. during the annual luncheon at the West 
Point Club Tuesday with a moving recitation of King’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech recited by Class of 2015 Cadet Nathaniel 
Green while members of the Cadet Gospel Choir entered the 
grand ballroom arm-in-arm representing solidarity in the fight 
for civil rights.

Col. Ty Seidule, guest speaker and head of the Department 
of History, began his speech by telling the audience that to 
remember and celebrate King they must be willing to feel 
uncomfortable.

“Growth is possible if you extend beyond your current 
capabilities,” Seidule said. “If you want a faster time on the 
2-mile run, try interval training. That last 200-meter sprint, 
uncomfortable.” 

Seidule talked about a print in his office of George Washington 
with the general pointing to West Point in the background with 
and American flag flying over Fort Putnam.

“The father of his country and the one who called West 
Point the “key to the continent,” looked magnificent,” Seidule 
said. “That same print features one other person, just behind 
George. His name is William Lee and Lee was at every battle 
Washington fought.”

 Lee was Washington’s enlisted aide—a slave that George 
Washington purchased at the age of 18.

“In Washington’s property ledger, Lee’s name is Mulatto 
Will,” Seidule explained. “The only picture we have of 
Washington at West Point and there is a slave in the background. 
Do you feel it? Uncomfortable.”

In another engraving from 1780 by a French artist depicts 
George Washington in a Napoleonic pose holding the Declaration 
of Independence and in the background is Lee.

“The soaring words of the Declaration’s promise of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness juxtaposed by the presence 
of a human slave. Uncomfortable,” Seidule said.

At West Point, no professor or superintendent wanted black 
cadets throughout the 19th century, but Senator Ben Butler forced 
the academy to take African-American cadets.

“Okay, Congress forced West Point to take women,” Seidule 
said. “Our politicians were right. Congress forced us to have 
civilian professors. Right again–both huge wins for the academy.”

Seidule spoke of the struggles of one African-American 
cadet in 1880, Johnson Whitaker who was found in his barracks 
room beaten, trussed and with part of his ear cut off and his 
Bible burned.

“Then, the West Point’s leaders accused Whitaker of 
assaulting himself to garner sympathy,” Seidule said. “Not only 
did the academy accuse him of self-mutilation and lying, he was 
arrested, court-martialed and convicted. It took President Chester 
A. Arthur’s pardon to overturn it. Uncomfortable.”

After Whitaker, West Point went 50 years without a black 
graduate until Benjamin O. Davis Jr. arrived here in 1932 as a 
cadet.

“Celebrate the bravery, discipline and undaunted courage of a 
man who went four years without any cadet talking to him outside 
of official duties,” Seidule said. “Feel uncomfortable that his 
classmates refused to room with him and refused to talk to him.”

“Company G-2, Class of 1953, had three African Americans,” 
Seidule said. “That was every black cadet in that class. My 
father-in-law was in that company. G-2 accepted black cadets as 
equals. Celebrate. Then look at the 1953 Howitzer, the yearbook. 
During their Buckner summer, look at the picture of white cadets The Cadet Gospel Choir performed at the annual observance. 

in painted blackface. Uncomfortable.”
Other stories of West Point’s fight for civil rights included an 

incident in May of 1971 when President Richard Nixon visited 
West Point. Nixon asked the superintendent why there wasn’t a  
Confederate memorial at West Point. 

Maj. Gen. William Knowlton said Battle Monument is 
dedicated to the regular Army officers and Soldiers who fought 
and died for the Union during the Civil War. Nixon sent an order 
to Knowlton to create a Confederate monument—an order that 
did not go over well. 

Black cadets wrote a manifesto of 13 grievances and the 13th 
was rejecting the confederate monument. The superintendent 
understood the situation and wrote a letter to the Pentagon and 
the White House detailing the strong reaction of the African-
American cadets and argued the monument would hurt minority-
recruiting efforts and create negative publicity. The administration 
relented.

“Working through the chain of command, Black cadets 
defeated one of the most politically savvy presidents in modern 
American history,” Seidule said.

Cadets also asked the academy to recognize, to remember 
the role African-American Soldiers played in American military 
history.

“Quickly, academy leaders renamed the old cavalry parade 
ground, Buffalo Soldier Field,” Seidule said. “That’s right. Cadet 
action caused the academy to name Buffalo Soldier Field.”

Nearly a year later, cadets searched for ways to use their 
new influence to help all African-Americans and “The Concert 
for Blood” was conceived to raise money for sickle cell anemia 
research at Michie Stadium with Stevie Wonder and the Supremes 
scheduled to perform and nearly 10,000 in attendance. 

“In less than one academic year, African-American cadets 
changed race relations fundamentally,” Seidule said.

Col. Ty Seidule, professor and head of the Department 
of History, talks about the civil rights movement at 
West Point at the annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday Observance at the West Point Club Tuesday. 

Col. Ty Seidule delivers compelling narrative of early African-
American struggles in the U.S., to include life at West Point
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Combat Weapons: The Combat Weapons team hosted a 
Law Enforcement Shoot for local law enforcement, state officials 
and FBI agents to review the fundamentals of draw, reloads, 
transitions, cadence, shooting on the move and barriers. 

“This is a unique opportunity for law enforcement to work 
with military while improving fundamental skills that are crucial 
to their job,” Class of 2015 Cadet Dan Sayles, cadet-in-charge.

Cadets coached and gave personal tips acquired during team 
training. 

“The  CWT law enforcement shoot enables us to assist local 
law enforcement by reinforcing their fundamentals and hopefully 
adding to their ‘kit bag’ while providing team members with the 
opportunity to meet and network with professionals in the tactical 
field.” Class of 2015 Cadet Pierce Willenbrock, team executive 
officer and assistant CIC, said.

Debate: Army Debate won the Crowe-Warken Debates Jan. 
16 at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. Cadets 
James Hickey and TJ Collins were the champions of the Novice 
Division.  

Pistol: The Pistol team hosted teams from The Citadel and 
VMI for an intercollegiate pistol match Jan. 16-17. 

West Point won all three Open events (Free Pistol, Standard 
Pistol and Air Pistol) with an aggregate score of 6,231 to The 
Citadel’s 6,021 and VMI’s 5,593. 

Standouts in Air Pistols were Class of 2017 Cadet Travis 
Moody, who shot a 555 out of a possible 600, and Class of 2015 
Cadet Melody Yap, who shot a 552. 

Rounding out the four-person scoring team were Class of 
2015 Cadet Ames Evans (549) and Class of 2017 Cadet Jeff 
Schanz (546). 

Evans shot the team and match high score of 491 in Free 
Pistol. Also on the scoring team were Schanz (481) and Class 
of 2017 Cadet Mark Lister (470) and Class of 2016 Cadet Jack 
Fagerland (475). 

Schanz led the scoring team in Standard Pistol with a 535 
out of a possible 600. Class of 2017 Cadet Minhee Pak (531) and 
Moody (530) followed closely and Lister shot a 516. 

Alpine Ski: The Army Ski team participated in its first 
Mideast Collegiate Ski Conference for the year Jan. 16-18 at 
Labrador Mountain, New York. 

The cadets competed against schools such as Cornell, 
Syracuse and the University at Buffalo, and finished sixth overall 
in Giant Slalom (GS) and fifth (unofficially) in Slalom (SL). 

Class of 2018 Cadet Sawyer Harkins finished 13th in GS and 
ninth (unofficially) in SL among 35 varsity racers. 

Racing varsity this weekend in addition to Harkins was Class 
of 2015 Cadet Chris Emerson, captain; Class of 2017 Cadet Ayrne 
Riley and Patrick Kearney and Class of 2018 Cadet Logan Trust.

Protestant Cadet Chapel Choir: The Cadet Chapel 

Choir traveled Jan. 16-19 to the suburbs of Philadelphia on an 
outreach and team building trip section. The cadets were joined 
by Chaplain (Col.) Barbara Sherer, USMA Chaplain and Cadet 
Chapel Senior Pastor, as a choir member. 

The choir first sang to a packed house at Reformation 
Lutheran Church in Media, led and accompanied by Cadet 
Chapel Organist and Choirmaster Craig Williams. In addition to 
a medley of sacred and patriotic hymns, the cadets performed a 
series of traditional African-American spirituals in honor of the 
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

The choir continued celebrating Dr. King’s legacy in front of 
another capacity audience at Calvary Lutheran Church in West 
Chester. Cadets also led Sunday worship at both early and late 
services at Reformation Church. 

The Choir also visited Independence Hall and the Liberty 
Bell Center in downtown Philadelphia before returning to West 
Point. 
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Staff Reports

Army Fencing hosted the 2015 West Point Fencing 
Invitational Jan. 17 at Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center, 
and the home team earned first place with the highest combined 
win-loss record of the day (7-1).

The opening ceremony featured Class of 2015 Cadet Tessa 
Knight, women’s team captain, singing the national anthem while 
two Vietnam veterans who have long served as referees and 
tournament managers for the invitational held the American flag.

The men’s team also took a first-place berth, being the only 
undefeated squad at the competition (4-0). Both the epee and 
sabre squads went undefeated in the annual invitational. Class 
of 2015 Cadet Marvin Hargraves was the top athlete, finishing 
the day at 11-1 in epee. Class of 2016 Cadet Blake Gordon, the 
reigning national champion in sabre, went 10-2.   

Other impressive records included Class of 2017 Cadet Gus 
Williams in sabre (9-3), Class of 2018 Cadet Aaron Mellstrom in 
epee (9-3), Class of 2018 Cadet Josh Qualls in foil (7-4) and Class 
of 2015 Cadet Shawn Cooper in foil (5-3). The men defeated 

all varsity opponents from 
University of Detroit (18-9), 
Cleveland State University 
(15-12), Swarthmore College 
(19-8) and Hunter College 
(20-7).

Army Fencing snatches first place at home
Team combines for 7-1 record at 2015 West Point Fencing Invitational at Arvin

Class of 2016 Cadet 
Blake Gordon pumps 
his fist in victory as 
his teammates and the  
commandant of cadets 
cheer him at the 2015 
West Point Fencing 
Invitational Jan. 17 at 
Arvin Cadet Physical 
Development Center. 
G o r d o n  w e n t  1 0 - 2 
for the day in sabre.  
Last season, Gordon 
was named national 
champion in sabre and 
led his squad to win 
the MAC Conference 
championship title in 
that weapon. 

(Left) Class of 2017 Cadet Shelby Turner finished the invitational Jan. 17 with a 7-2 record in epee. (Right) Class of 2015 Cadet Marvin Hargraves was the top 
athlete for the men’s team, going 11-1 in epee as Army Fencing earned first place at the 2015 West Point Fencing Invitational.              Photos by Mike strasser/PV

The women’s team rounded out the day at 3-1 to place second 
behind Stevens Institute of Technology, one of the top NCAA 
Division III teams in the country. Knight finished 6-3 in epee 
while Class of 2017 Cadet Shelby Turner recorded a 7-2 record 
in that weapon. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Alexis Blair was the top Army athlete 
of the day for the women, going 9-3 in sabre against all varsity 
opponents. Her teammate, Class of 2018 Cadet Mary Liu, 
finished at 6-6. In foil, Class of 2016 Cadet Samantha Verduzco 
went 6-6. The West Point women defeated Cleveland State (14-
13), University of Detroit (16-11) and Lafayette College (18-9).  

This annual event hosted by West Point Fencing is one of the 
largest collegiate fencing invitational in the country with more 
than 45 dual meets completed Jan. 17. 

An extended version of this story, with links to a photo album 
is available at http://www.usma.edu/news/.

Class of 2015 Cadet Tessa Knight finished 6-3 in 
epee and the women’s team went 3-1 all day to place 
second behind Stevens Institute of Technology.
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Company E-4 
“Elvis” leads 
shoe drive for 
less fortunate
Before the winter break,Company 
E-4 Elvis ran a shoe drive to help 
give back to those who are less 
fortunate to have a pair of shoes. 
Class of 2017 Cadet Andrew Lee, 
right, led the effort and coordinated 
the event so that more than 40 pairs of 
shoes were donated to the company, 
Soles4Souls, that help to give shoes 
to those who can’t afford them. In the 
photo, from left to right, is the current 
E-4 company commander Class of 
2015 Cadet Luke Martin, the former 
company commander Class of 2015 
Cadet Allie Lycan and Lee holding 
shoes collected during the drive.   
                 Courtesy Photo

The National Infantry Association is 
hosting its annual Infantry Ball 6 p.m. Feb. 6 
at Grand Ballroom, Eisenhower Hall.

The cocktail hour is scheduled at 6 p.m. 
followed by a banquet at 7:30 p.m.

The NIA offers the Infantry Ball to bring 
cadets, families and infantrymen together 
to honor the historic lineage of the Infantry 
Branch.

The evening guest speaker is scheduled to 
be Sean Parnell, author of “Outlaw Platoon.”

To purchase tickets, visit http://www.
westpointaog.org/2015InfantryBall. 

For details, contact Maj. Chris Green, 
NIA Secretary, at chris.green@usma.edu or 
845-938-3114. 

Save the date 
for annual 
Infantry Ball

Infantry Ball—6 p.m., Feb. 6 at 
Grand Ballroom, Eisenhower Hall.
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Story and photos by Capt. Eric Hudson
Joint Forces Command–United Assistance Public Affairs

The lessons learned from the engineers’ response to 
potentially one of the world’s deadliest outbreaks of the Ebola 
virus won’t be left in Liberia. Instead, one senior engineer will 
be taking them back to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
so others will benefit. 

Lt. Col. John Hartke, the deputy commanding officer for 
the 36th Engineer Brigade and USMA Class of 1988 graduate, 
was selected more than a year ago to be a professor at the 
academy and the deputy head of the Department of Physics and 
Nuclear Engineering, which requires confirmation from the U.S. 
Senate. Once getting appointed to be a professor at the academy, 
individuals are allowed to stay on active duty at West Point until 
they retire at age 64. 

Hartke has already served as a faculty member at the school 
since 2005 and previously taught there from 1997 to 2000. 

“For me, that’s a long time for someone to stay at West Point,” 
said the 48-year-old from Waukegan, Illinois. 

Since others in this position could similarly be fixed at West 
Point, the chief of staff of the Army started a new initiative.

“They wanted to make sure that the folks that are in those 
positions stay in touch with the Army. There is a responsibility 
to maintain the academic integrity, and the senior leaders at the 
academy wanted make sure we know what’s being asked of our 
graduates,” he said.

Because of that initiative, Hartke said USMA professors have 
to serve in an operational assignment within two years prior to 
being approved as a deputy head. 

“Anybody who gets selected for this job, before their packet 
is allowed to go to the Senate, they have to get an operational 
experience for one year in the field Army,” he said. “The goal is 
for us to stay at division and below.” 

When Hartke was initially assigned to the 36th Engineer 
Brigade as the DCO, he had no idea the unit would be deploying 
to West Africa. At that time, the unit was scheduled to deploy 
to Afghanistan. 

“Since the global war on terrorism started, the Army has had 
the process where you’re resetting, preparing for deployment or 
deployed,” he said. “So there is a level of predictability built in.”

But when the deployment to Afghanistan was dropped and 
the deployment to Liberia took its place, Harke realized that 
predictability is changing.

Paynesville Mayor Cyvette Gibson, left, meets with Lt. Col. John Hartke, deputy commander for the 36th 
Engineer Brigade, Jan. 8, in her office in Paynesville, Liberia. The two discussed the positive relationship 
between the brigade and the city. Soldiers from the 36th Eng. Bde. are currently staying at the National 
Police Training Academy in Paynesville as they support Operation United Assistance. United Assistance 
is a Department of Defense operation in Liberia to provide logistics, training and engineering support to 
U.S. Agency for International Development-led efforts to contain the Ebola virus outbreak in western Africa.

Lessons from Liberia heading back to USMA

“What’s new is old,” he said. “The ‘are you ready to fight 
tonight?’ mentality is getting re-energized into this brigade in 
particular but I think across the Army in general. It’s the mentality 
I grew up with in the Army.”

There are many lessons he will take back with him from 
Liberia, including how he thinks the core curriculum at West 
Point sets young officers up for success.

“As I watch what we’ve been asking the lieutenants of this 
brigade to do, there’s not a single course that’s a part of that core 
curriculum that hasn’t been touched,” he said. “Our lieutenants 
had to reach back and use the knowledge that was taught in that 
course—whether it is the engineering pieces of it, the physics 

From West Point to West Africa, Hartke will return as deputy head of PANE

or the science. We can go all the way through the chemistry of 
the disease, the physics associated with building the ETUs and 
trying to do the electricity.”

Hartke said he keeps up with what the younger officers are 
doing, such as 2013 West Point graduate 1st Lt. Jordan Springer, 
contracting officer representative and platoon leader for the 104th 
Engineer Company, 62nd Engineer Battalion, 36th Engineer 
Brigade. Hartke taught Springer at West Point in his capstone 
military science class.

“He’s been one of my touch points, because we had a 
relationship and he and I have a shared experience,” Hartke said. 
“When you see a cadet, and he had problems staying awake in 
my class, to see him come out here and do as well as he’s done, 
that’s been very satisfying. I know that’s not because of me, but 
because of the entire experience he had at West Point.”

Springer, who lightheartedly contends he was drowsy due 
to medication following a sports-related surgery, said Hartke 
reached out to him and almost every other West Point alum 
in the brigade. Springer, a native of Atlanta, said his major in 
engineering from West Point has helped him tremendously during 
Operation United Assistance. As a COR, Springer manages and 
oversees the construction of Ebola treatment units.

 “Especially in project management, I can see where things 
in a project are going wrong and advise them so they are ready,” 
Springer said. 

Hartke said he has been pleased with what he has seen from 
the young officers.

“When we came here, we had no idea what to expect, 
and what we saw was completely different than what we 
anticipated,” he said. “So watching how leaders have adapted 
to that uncertainty and how they tried to reduce the uncertainty 
and get after the mission has been one of the things I think is 
a strength of this organization in particular. As I watch others 
across the formation, it’s been pretty refreshing to see how well 
they have done.”

Hagel: Ending sexual assault must be ‘personal’
By Amaani Lyle
DoD News, Defense Media Activity

Efforts to eliminate the baneful issue of sexual assault 
“must be personal,” Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said 
in closing remarks Jan. 16 at the Air Force Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response Summit.

Hagel said the military community is unique in its raised 
standards and the expectation that service members will 
commit to each other both on and off the battlefield.

 “We should fundamentally begin taking care of each other 
in personal relationships and wherever else,” Hagel said. “If 
we don’t understand that dimension of this crime, then we will 
miss the whole point.”

 The secretary noted that absent personal accountability 
and responsibility, sexual assault will persist no matter how 
many laws, restrictions, directives or resources are created.

“It won’t be an Air Force or a military free of sexual assault 

unless we come at it from a basis of the humanity and the 
health of the force,” Hagel said. “We have to trust each other.”

 While he cited “encouraging progress” in stanching the 
issue over the last year, Hagel acknowledged more can be 
done, particularly in areas such as social retaliation, which he 
said stems from the overall environment.

 “You cannot take the responsibility and the accountability 
for this out of the chain of command,” Hagel asserted. “If you 
see something, if you sense something, it’s your responsibility 
to step in and deal with it — stop it, or if you can’t stop it get 
somebody who will stop it.”

Hagel praised the military as a whole for its transparency 
and recognition of the problem, but said awareness is just the 
starting point.

 “College campuses, other areas that are dealing with this 
issue, are looking to the military for help … because we have 
institutionalized this as a huge challenge and a priority for 
who we are,” Hagel said.
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FEATURED EVENT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Evening Bible Study with PWOC

The Protestant Women of the Chapel is excited to offer an 
evening Bible study this semester. Join PWOC on Thursday 
evenings for a vibrant study that features the lives of women 
in the Bible. 

For details, email wp.pwoc@gmail.com or check out West 
Point PWOC on Facebook.

Catholic Women of the Chapel meeting
The Catholic Women of the Chapel meet at 7 p.m. today at 

Patton’s Lounge in the Hotel Thayer.  Join the group for drinks 
and social time.

Find them on Facebook at CWOC Most Holy Trinity to see 
additional upcoming programs.

West Point Women’s Club Gift Shoppe
The West Point Women’s Club Gift Shoppe is closed 

Wednesdays in January. 

DUSA Community Grants
The 2015 Daughters of the United States Army Community 

Grant applications are available at the DUSA Gift Shop in the 
West Point Museum. The deadline for applications is Feb. 20.  

For details, contact Patty Bastianelli at DUSAGrants@
gmail.com.

Casino Night
The West Point Women’s Club is hosting Casino Night 6 

p.m. Feb. 27 at Eisenhower Hall. 
Cadets (Firsties and Cows) are approved to attend. Tickets 

will be on sale in January. 
The Poker Tournament slots are on sale now at http://www.

westpointspousesclub.com/Casino_Night.html. 
More details can be found on WPWC’s facebook page at 

“WPWC Casino Night.”

Casino Night volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed to pull off a successful Casino Night.

OUTSIDE THE GATESEDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Tangible Christianity
Guest speaker and author Chris Sicks, Pastor of Mercy, 

speaks about Tangible Christianity 6:30 p.m. Friday at 
Robinson Auditorium. The event is free and details can be 
found at www.highergroundusma.eventbrite.com.

It is a Higher Ground Community Outreach event that 
touches on tangible acts to share God’s love with others. Help 
others find God through your love, mercy, kindness and being 
Christ’s light to them in times of need.  

His Promised Covenant Ministry
Church services for His Promised Covenant Ministry are  

scheduled 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturdays at 44 Balmville Road, 
Newburgh, New York, in the Union Presbyterian Church.

For details, contact Tammy L. Beard at choco662000@
yahoo.com or call 254-371-3125.

              
Marvelous Moths—a new exhibit at the Wildlife 
Education Center 

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum announces the 
grand opening of “Marvelous Moths,” a new exhibit at the 
Museum’s Wildlife Education Center, 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-
on-Hudson, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Jan. 31-Feb. 1. 

Come explore the fascinating world of moths. Visitors can 
view moth photos from Jim des Rivieres and learn about the 
moth life cycle, anatomy and how moths differ from butterflies. 

Opening weekend specials include crafts, refreshments for 
kids and “Meet the Animals” program at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 
2:30 p.m. 

For details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Animals and Nature Together for 2-4-year-olds
Children ages 2-4 and their grandparents/parents/caregivers 

can explore the world of animals and nature together in this 
unique six-week program. It is designed to introduce a different 
animal each week and hold the attention of young children by 
utilizing crafts, songs, movement, stories, hands-on activities 
and outdoor exploration. 

Choose either Wednesdays, beginning Feb. 4, from 10-11 
a.m. for ages 2 and 3 or 1-2 p.m. for ages 3 and 4, or choose 
Fridays, beginning Feb. 6, from 10-11 a.m. for ages 2-4. 

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum begins this six-
week winter program at the Museum’s Wildlife Education 
Center, 25 Boulevard, Cornwall-on-Hudson.

Topics will include Diamondback Terrapin, Fish, Backyard 
Birds, Maple Sugaring, Animal Tracks and Opossum. 

Prepaid registration is required for this program.
For details and online prepaid registration, visit hhnm.org 

or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204. 

Soldier For Life–TAP Transition Assistance Workshops 
Transition Workshops are events designed to assist separating 

or retiring service members and their family members in 
preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The mandatory workshops provide information on 
entitlements and services available, including the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) Veterans Benefits Briefings. 

The Department of Labor also conducts an extensive Job 
Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the Transition 
Assistance Program (TAP) process 24 months prior to release 
from active duty, and those separating can begin 18 months prior. 

Upcoming Schedule:
• Feb. 9-13;
• March 2-6 (Executive Level).
Registration is required. Contact the SFL-TAP Office at 938-

0634 to register or for more details.

IETD Computer Training Program
The Information Education and Technology Division is 

offering computer courses that include Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, computer skills, keyboard typing skills lab, Dell XT3 
Tablet, Lenovo Tablet and Apple iPad information system.  

Most courses are held over three days, 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday. 

Courses are offered to O/Dean Staff and Faculty, and if 
space permits, to other departments and USMA affiliates (tenant 
organizations, USMA spouses and volunteers.)  

Courses are held in Jefferson Memorial Library (Bldg. 758), 
4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom).   

For details, contact Thomas A. Gorman at 938-1186 or email  
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center here at West Point. 
Undergraduate classes: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Call Shari Seidule at 845-446-

Sign up to help, and you’ll get double the Casino Bucks as the 
basic Entrance Package. 

Additionally, enjoy the same entrance cost as the pre-sale 
entrance packages. Hurry, shifts will go fast.

Contact Kristi at wpcasinonightvolunteers@gmail.com to 
join the group.

Watchcare coordinator needed
Bids are being accepted for the FY15 watchcare coordinator 

in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious Education 
Programs. 

Tasks include coordinating and scheduling providers for all 
regularly scheduled and special activities, assisting in providing 
watchcare as needed, ensuring the set-up and recovery of the 
watchcare space, the sanitization of all toys and other items 
following each activity and ensuring authorized snacks, food 
and drinks to the children are available. 

For details, call Sgt. 1st Class David Kress at 938-8813 or 
email david.kress@usma.edu.

Watchcare workers needed 
Bids are being accepted for FY15 to provide childcare 

services in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious 
Education Programs. 

The events are 8:45-11:15 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and 10 a.m.-noon Sundays. 

Tasks include the set-up and recovery of the watchcare 
space, the sanitization of all toys and other items following 
each activity and to provide authorized snacks, food and drinks 
to the children. 

For details, call Sgt. 1st Class David Kress at 938-8813 or 
email david.kress@usma.edu.

0535 or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Call Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-

2555 or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Call Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 
or email jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Call Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett @liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@us.army.mil for details 
or an appointment.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. 

Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams. Most 
tests are free of charge to Soldiers.

Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.
wallace@us.army.mil for details or an appointment. 

Community
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENTS

New hours at Parent Central Services
Parent Central Services will be changing hours to refl ect 

the offi cial work day and to provide extended hours once a 
week to help patrons who cannot make it during regular hours.

The new hours are: 
• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday—7:45 a.m.-

4:30 p.m.;
• Thursday—1-6 p.m.
For details, call 938-4458/0939/3969.

Arts & Crafts January class schedule
• Pint Sized Picasso—10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, grades K-5. Auguste Rodin, French Sculptor, and study 
all the beautiful sculpting of this artist.

• Paint and Wine a Bit—5-7 p.m. Tuesday, “Starry Night 
Over West Point” Canvas Painting Class. Grab a snack and a 
beverage and join us for a relaxed evening of art instruction and 
fun. There is a minimal fee for both classes. 

For details and to register, call 938-4812.

Wee Ones Play Group and Wee Chat
Kick off the new year with the Family Advocacy Program.  

Wee Ones Open Play Group will meet 9:30-11 a.m. Monday. 
Wee Chat will meet 9:30-11 a.m. Thursdays. Both events are 

now held at the Youth Center Gymnasium, Bldg. 500. 
For details, call 938-3369 or 938-0629.

Veterans Appreciation Day at Victor Constant Ski 
Area

Join MWR at the Victor Constant Ski Slope 3-9 p.m. Feb. 
6 as it shows its appreciation to our veterans for their sacrifi ce 
and dedication to our country.

Specials for veterans and immediate family members are 
available throughout the day. For details, call 938-8810.

FOR THE FAMILIES

Father and Daughter Dance at the West Point Club
Calling all dads, granddads and step-dads. Join the West 

Point Club 6-9 p.m. Friday for an evening of dinner, dessert and 
dancing at the West Point Club. 

Every father needs to connect with his daughter, and every 
daughter needs a positive example of how a young lady should 
be treated with respect. Dress in Sunday best. 

There will be a professional photographer on site too. There 
is a minimal cost per a couple and an additional cost for each 
additional daughter. 

For details and reservations, call 938-5120.

EFMP Family Event/PAWS for KIDS
As the weather gets colder and calendars get fuller, remember 

your fun Exceptional Family Member Program events. 
Come by to have some fun or meet other families with special 

needs you might have in common.  
All our events are free and held at ACS, Bldg. 622 unless 

otherwise noted.
• Tuesday and Feb. 3, 10, 17 and 24, PAWS for KIDS—3:30-

5 p.m.;
For details, contact EFMP Program Manager Josephine 

Toohey at 938-5655, Josephine.toohey@usma.edu or the program 

Employment Readiness Program Classes with ACS
• 10 Steps to a Federal Job Workshop—Feb. 3 and March 

24, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at ACS;
• Military Spouse Preference Information Session—Feb. 11, 

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at ACS;
• NCOA Career Fair—March 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the 

Thayer Hotel.
Space is limited, call 938-5658 to register or email Ellen.

stoneham@usma.edu.

Membership Appreciation Night and Membership Drive
Join the West Point Club 6-8 p.m. Jan. 29 in the Pierce Dining 

Room and reap the benefi ts of being a club member. 
Not a member? No problem! Become a member and your 

dinner is on the Club. 
The buffet will be topped off with a make your own S’mores 

Bar. Gifts for all our members and a roulette wheel for chances 
to win great prizes. 

The event is free for club members. Non-members will pay 
a minimal fee for the buffet. 

For details and reservations, call 938-5120.

Financial Readiness Classes with ACS
Want to achieve fi nancial success?  Take a fi nancial readiness 

class with ACS. 
All classes are held at the ACS Heritage Room, Bldg. 622, 

3-4 p.m. unless otherwise noted. The dates are: 
• Feb.11: Coupon Basics;
• Feb. 25: Blissful Budgeting;
• March 11: Sensible Savings.
For details, call 938-5839 or email amy.weyhrauch@usma.

edu. 

Customer Appreciation Week at the West Point Club
Come join the West Point Club for lunch from 11 a.m.-1:30 

p.m. Feb. 9-13 and receive these special offers:
• Feb. 9—1/2 price grab-n-go Boar’s Head deli sandwiches;
• Feb. 10—All kinds of give-a-ways just for stopping by;
• Feb. 11—Free ice cream sandwich with meal purchase;
• Feb. 12—Free cookie with meal purchase;
• Feb. 13—1/2 price pizza bar.
It’s that time of year when we say thank you for being our 

guest. For details, call 938-5120.

Valentine’s Day Dinner and Dance
Come experience the West Point Club’s annual Valentine’s 

Day Dinner celebration 6-10 p.m. Feb. 14 in the Pierce Dining 
Room. 

Dinner includes appetizer, entrée, dessert and complimentary 
glass of wine. 

Entertainment will be provided by Indigo Productions. 
Reservations are required by calling 938-5120.

AER Bake Sale
Take a break from Easter baking and come out to support 

your 2015 Army Emergency Relief Campaign 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
April 4 at the Exchange and Commissary complexes.  

A variety of baked goods will be available from sweet to 
savory, breakfast items, breads and more. All proceeds go directly 
to the 2015 AER Campaign.  

For details, contact 938-0636 or Allison.walker@usma.edu.

Spin on your lunch break
Want to burn off extra calories from treats in your desk?  

Join Rene for the ultimate spin session at noon Mondays and 
Wednesdays at the MWR Fitness Center.  

There is a small fee for this class.  For details, call 938-6490.

assistant Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or anne.marshall@usma.
edu. 

ODR Equipment Center’s January events
• Mountain Creek Ski and Snowboard Trip, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 

Saturday. Join Outdoor Recreation for a day on the slopes at 
Mountain Creek. Fee includes lift ticket, transportation and one 
meal voucher per person for lunch that includes a choice of a 
burger, chicken fi ngers or pizza, fries and a fountain drink. 

We will meet at the ODR Equipment Center located behind 
the Post Offi ce. Vans will depart at 8 a.m. and return by 6 p.m. 
Space is limited. 

• Full Moon Snow Shoe Hike, 7-9 p.m., Jan. 31. Join ODR for 
a night snow shoe on the West Point Golf Course lit by nothing 
more than the full moon. No snow? We will conduct a moonlit 
hike. We will meet at the Victor Constant Ski Lodge. It will be 
an easy to moderate hike that is a good cardio workout. 

Pre-registration is required for these events. There is a 
minimal fee for each event. For details, call 938-8810.

Community Skate Program
The MWR Community Skate Program will be conducted 

Sundays during the months of January and February 3:30-5 
p.m. at Tate Rink. 

There is no charge for the program, but skaters must provide 
their own skates. In case of inclement weather, call 938-2991 
for updates.

“To Go” Family Dining from the West Point Club
Starting Feb. 4, every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday the 

West Point Club will have “Dinners to Go.” 
Place your order with the Club by 2 p.m. and let us know what 

time you would like to pick it up and we will have it ready for you. 
This is the perfect dinner solution for all those working in 

Central Area. 
For details and to place your orders, call 938-5120.

Polar Fest
Beat the winter blues with MWR’s 10th annual Polar Fest 

noon-7 p.m. Feb. 7 at the Victor Constant Ski Area. 
Pre-registration runs Jan. 19-Feb. 6 at the Ski Sales Offi ce.  
Pricing includes food, drink and activities. Activities include 

a live band, races, raffl es, Lil’ Skeeters BBQ, Cardboard Box 
Derby, eating contest and children’s activities. 

For details, call 938-8810.

ACS Family Readiness Group (FRG) Winter Class 
Schedule

Attendees will discuss all aspects of Family Readiness 
Groups, from discussing what a FRG is, having an effective 
FRG, the role of FRGs in today’s Army, the role of volunteers in 
the FRG, or how to keep and raise funds legally and within the 
Army’s regulatory guidance and local procedures. 

This quarter’s sessions will be held at the Army Community 
Service offi ces in Bldg. 622. The sessions are: Feb. 18, 4-5 p.m.; 
and March 25, 4-5 p.m.

For details or to reserve your seat, contact Michelle Bradley 
at 845-938-4621 or michelle.bradley@usma.edu. 
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Friday—The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies, PG-13, 
7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb, PG, 
7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Imitation Games, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange.com/reel-time-theatres/West-Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Jan. 29
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Jan. 22-29
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Keller information

Get up-to-date Keller Army Community 
Hospital information at http://kach.
amedd.army.mil/ or on social media 
a t  h t t p : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kellerarmycommunityhospital/. 

KACH to provide free developmental/
hearing screenings

Keller Army Community Hospital 
will conduct free developmental/hearing 
screenings at the Stony Child Development 
Center; located at 1207 Patrick Trail on 
from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Feb. 3.

The screenings are by appointment only, 
call 938-2698/6868 to schedule.

This is being provided because not all 
children develop the same way. Some need 
extra help. If you have concerns with your 
child’s communication skills, motor skills, 
self-help skills, learning, behavior, and/or 
social interactions, please join us for the 
free Developmental/Hearing Screenings.

The screenings will be conducted in 
conjunction with Audiology, Educational 
and Developmental Intervention Services, 
and West Point School, for all children birth 
to fi ve years old.

KACH Referral Assistance
Need help or have questions about 

a referral? Call 938-5373 and a referral 
specialist will be happy to assist you.

TRICARE North and Health Net Mobile
Beneficiaries in the TRICARE North 

Region can connect to Health Net’s mobile 
site at www.hnfs.com/go/mobile. This 
streamlined version of www.hnfs.com can 
be accessed on smartphones and tablets 
with no download required. You can locate 
TRICARE-authorized providers, Health Net 
contact information, mental health resources 
and answers to frequently asked TRICARE 
questions. Health Net also offers an app for 
your smartphone called “Health Net Mobile.” 

Let us know how we are doing
The mission of Keller Army Community 

Hospital is to provide high quality, patient-
centered care with a focus on health and 
wellness to improve readiness of the force 
and enhance the lives of all benefi ciaries. 

Let us know if we are achieving this 
by filling out the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey when you receive it in 
the mail. We value your opinion.

• National Seed Swap Day: Spring is 
on its way, so let BBC help you be prepared 
to have the best garden during National Seed 
Swap Day. Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop between 
3-4:30 p.m. Jan. 29 to pick-up a few packets 
of seeds, and a fl ower pot to decorate and 
plant the seeds.

• National Pie Day: Pies have always 
been a sweet treat to warm the cold winter 
days and with the holiday celebrations a 
fading memory, this is a great way to warm up. 

Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop for a slice of 
pie from 3-4:30 p.m. Monday. No matter how 
you cut it, pies are a great reason to celebrate.

WEST POINT ID CARD OPERATIONS

Starting Feb. 15, the West Point ID 
Card Operations Offi ce will conduct 
business on an appointment-only 
basis for all DEERS and ID Card 
operations.

Hours of Operation: 8-11:30 AM and
                                             1-3:30 PM

To make an appointment, visit 
https://rapids-appointments.dmdc.osd.mil

Time Slots are now available until 
Feb. 13. Call 938-2607 to reserve 
a slot. For more information, call 
938-8483.

LifeWorks
at Balfour Beatty Communities
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Glenn leads the way as Army has strong showing at Open

Junior gymnast Jesse Glenn, who earned the all-around title during the team events Jan. 16, earned fifth 
place on the floor exercise and fifth place on the vault during the individual finals at the West Point Open 
Jan. 17 at Christl Arena.                      Mady salVani/arMy athletiC CoMMuniCations

Swimming dominates tri-meet over Colgate and Lafayette

       SPortS

By Kelly Dumrauf
Army Athletic Communications 

Six Army gymnasts competed in the final round of the 
West Point Open Jan. 17 at Christl Arena, concluding the 
event with six top-five finishes.

Six gymnasts qualified for nine events, with Jesse 
Glenn on the vault, high bar and floor exercise; Connor 
Venrick on pommel horse and still rings; Leo Genders on 
high bar and floor; Nathan Goff on high bar; Chris Short 
on parallel bars and Andre Hufnagel on pommel horse.

“I think we did really well as a team this weekend, 
we wanted to finish in the top two and we wanted to put 
a good amount of guys in the individual finals, and we 
accomplished both of those things,” head coach Doug 
Van Everen said. “There are still a lot of things that we 
can work on and we’re going to work on so that we can 
take this momentum and move forward into our upcoming 
championships.”

Genders kicked things off for Army on the floor 
exercise, earning the team’s top score of 14.500 for a 
fourth-place finish. The sophomore also competed on the 
high bar, as the Black Knights’ only competitor, taking 
fourth place with a score of 13.350.

Glenn, who was crowed the all-around champion for 
the third consecutive year following Friday’s competition, 
took part on the floor exercise and vault, electing to sit out 
of the high bar despite being the top individual qualifier. 
He earned fifth on floor with a score of 14.400 and also 
took fifth on vault with a mark of 14.400.

Competing on the pommel horse and still rings, 
Venrick, the reigning pommel horse champion, took third 
on the apparatus with a score of 14.450. He followed 
that up with fifth-place finish on the rings with a score 
of 14.150.

Short took eighth place on parallel bars with a score of 
13.000, while freshman Hufnagel took eighth on pommel 
horse with a score of 10.300 and Seth Cannon was the 
seventh-place finisher on floor with a score of 14.150.

“We had a number of guys with good performances this 
weekend, Nathan Goff was phenomenal in just his second 
collegiate meet,” Van Everen said. “Jesse is always solid 
for us and we had a number of upperclassmen and even 
plebes with good outings.”

Penn State gymnasts claimed five of the six top spots, 
with Temple’s Jakob Welsh earning the individual title 
on parallel bar as the only non-Nittany Lion at the top 
an event. 

By Ally Keirn
Army Athletic Communications

The Army men’s swim and dive team 
handily defeated Colgate, 195-95, and 
Lafayette, 193-97, Jan. 17 at Crandall Pool. 
The Black Knights improve to 7-3 overall this 
season and 4-1 in Patriot League dual-meets.

“I thought today went really well,” head 
coach Mickey Wender said. “The way we 
came out collectively was much better than 
we have been in terms of team presence and 
execution, which was much improved from 
a week ago. I thought everybody had a better 
sense of their race plan today and overall 

were more focused. I like where we are at, 
we have not backed off one iota in terms of 
focusing on the championship meet, which is 
our main focus.”

The highlight of the meet was arguably 
the very last event when the Army relay teams 
were split by class.

“The team loves to race and one thing 
about cadets is that they love to compete 
against each other,” Wender said. “Sometimes, 
when the meet is already decided, we get a 
little better effort out of the team when the 
class pride is on the line.”

The junior team comprised of Austin 
Kong, Adam Sjoholm, Samuel Mo and Chris 

Szekely earned bragging rights after touching 
the wall in 1:24.35. 

They beat out the seniors who clocked a 
1:34.91 and the sophomores who recorded a 
time of 1:26.68.

Garrett Simon placed first in the 1000 
free and clocked a 9:46.61. In the 200 free, 
Szekely claimed the top spot with a time of 
1:43.08. 

Evin Rude touched the wall in 51.81 in 
the 100 back to finish first.

Joseph Daniels had a first-place finish in 
the 100 breast after clocking a 57.82 and in the 
200 breast (2:07.90), while Sam Mo topped 
the 200 fly with a time of 1:54.61.

Sjoholm finished first in the 50 free 
(21.51) and in the 100 free (47.28) for the 
Black Knights.

Senior Josh Urnezis had a career-best 
performance off the 1-meter, just missing the 
Academy record. He swept the competition 
after tallying a 333.30 in the 1-meter and a 
316.50 off the 3-meter. 

Seth Nordell earned second place in 
the 3-meter with a score of 207.60 and was 
followed by Jake Davies who was awarded 
172.60 points.

Off the 1-meter, Joe Frullaney came in 
second with 223.50 points, while Nordell 
finished third with 215.20 points.
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Morris’ career game leads Army past Bucknell
Freshman guard Daizjah Morris (#23) established a career high for points with 22 while also adding career standards in steals (five) and minutes played (27) 
in leading Army to a 67-45 victory over Bucknell Sunday at Christl Arena.                  Photo by Cordell hoffer

By Harrison Antognioni 
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Women’s Basketball team grabbed its second 
straight Patriot League win with a 67-45 victory over Bucknell 
Sunday at Christl Arena, thanks to 20-plus point scoring 
performances from junior Kelsey Minato and freshman 
Daizjah Morris.

Army improves to 11-5 overall and 3-3 in the Patriot 
League with the win, while Bucknell drops to 11-6 and 3-3.

Minato led the Black Knights with a game-high 25 points 
on 8-of-11 shooting to include a 4-of-6 performance on three-
pointers. 

With her double-digit scoring effort, Minato reached 65 
straight games with at least 10 points to surpass the mark of 
64 set by Bucknell’s Molly Creamer from 2001-03.

Morris established career standards of 22 points, seven 
field goals, six free throws, two three-pointers, and five steals, 

while playing in a career-high 27 minutes. Morris shot 7-for-9 
from the field, while going 6-of-8 from the free throw line.

The Bison were paced by sophomore Claire DeBoer, who 
finished with 18 points and nine rebounds.

The Black Knights owned the game’s first run, with 
Minato scoring six straight to put the hosts in front, 8-3, 3:21 
into the contest. The Bison climbed back to make the score 
8-7 until Army used a 9-2 run to extend its lead to eight with 
11:54 to play in the first half. The run included an early four 
points from Morris, who teamed up with Minato to score all 
nine of the Black Knights’ points during the stretch.

A three-pointer from Morris at the 2:52 mark of the period 
gave Army its first double-digit lead of the game, 31-21, before 
the Black Knights closed out the frame with an 11-4 run that 
included points from four different players. In total, Army 
outscored Bucknell, 16-4 over the final 3:24 of the first half.

The Black Knights also forced 10 Bucknell turnovers in 
the opening period, including six steals, before registering six 

more steals and forcing seven more turnovers in the second 
half.

Army scored eight of the first 10 points to begin the second 
half, which built the Black Knights' advantage to 23, 50-27, 
by the 14:37 mark of the period.

The Black Knights led by as many as 24 before the visitors 
cut their deficit to 17, with DeBoer scoring four points during 
a 9-2 run that took 2:55 off the clock. Army didn’t allow 
Bucknell to come any closer, as the Black Knights outscored 
the Bison, 7-2, down the stretch.

“Coming off of a good win Wednesday, I thought our team 
was very focused,” Army head coach Dave Magarity said. 
“We did a terrific job on both ends of the floor and we got an 
incredible lift from Daizjah Morris, who was coming off her 
best game against Holy Cross and, obviously, had another 
career night. I'm happy that we won two games against two 
very good teams in Holy Cross and Bucknell and that we're 
back to defending our home court.”


