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The Wait is Over

miKE stRassER/PV

The moment nears as envelopes are distributed and the fi rsties await the command to open and reveal their new branch insignia Nov. 20 during the branch 
notifi cation ceremony at Eisenhower Hall Theatre. With the addition of Cyber, cadets now have 17 commissionable branches they can enter after graduation.  DMI 
provides a four-year education and mentorship program designed so cadets can make informed decisions on their branch preferences, but ultimately, branching 
is determined by the needs of the Army. This year, 96 percent of the Class of 2015 received one of its top fi ve choices and 80 percent of the class received its  
top branch preference. Branch Night for the Class of 2015 included remarks from the commandant of cadets and retired Lt. Gen. Joseph DeFrancisco, Class 
of 1965 graduate and recipient of the Distinguished Graduate award. See Pages 3-4 for story and photos.                                                      Photo by miKE stRassER/PV
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Pointer View  news & Features

The West Point Chapter of the 
National Infantry Association 
co l lec ted  non-per ishab le 
donations from shoppers at the 
Commissary and Post Exchange 
Nov. 14 during its “Operation 
Shoebox” event, which collects 
items such as cans of fruit, drink 
mixes, candy, magazines and 
playing cards to send to Soldiers 
in Afghanistan and Walter Reed 
Medical Center.   
     Kathy Eastwood/PV

Safety concerns: hauling crude oil through West Point
By Dr. Chris Hennen
DPTMS Emergency Plans Specialist

We are at the dawn of a promising time for energy production 
in this country. This is a positive development for our economy 
and for energy independence. But concerns have been raised 
over the safety related to transporting oil product to refineries. 

More crude oil is being shipped by rail than ever before, 
with much of it being transported out of North Dakota’s Bakken 
shale formation to refineries on the East, West and Gulf coasts. 

It’s a trend that is growing because the energy industry has 
found rail shipments to be more flexible than fixed pipelines. Most 
of the eastbound crude travels south from Albany to refineries 
in New Jersey or Pennsylvania via ships, barges or trains along 
the Hudson River. 

Lengthy strings of black, ominous-looking train cars carrying 
Bakken oil pass through West Point at a rate of about 20 trains 
per week.

Although Bakken oil makes up less than 4 percent of 
rail shipments, and 99 percent of these shipments reach their 
destination without incident, the large increase in the frequency 
of these trains, coupled with the volumes of product transported 
by each train, has increased the risks. Oil tapped from shale 
deposits is generally more volatile and flammable than traditional 
crude oil.

When public concerns surfaced about the risks associated 
with Bakken oil rail shipments, United States Military Academy 
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. directed an 
immediate top-to-bottom review of worst-case rail crude oil 
accident preparedness and response capabilities. 

In response to this directive, West Point emergency 
management officials have been working with county, state 
and federal representatives to review and synchronize response 
plans and to identify and resolve capability gaps. A key player 
in this effort is the rail carrier, CSX, who has been very helpful 
in assisting us in this effort. 

At a crude oil incident-response workshop at West Point 
Nov. 12, one CSX official remarked, “Safety is always our top 
priority, and we have a shared responsibility to ensure crude oil 
is transported without incident from origin to destination.” 

He said that the railroad industry is moving on a broad front 
to ease safety concerns about trains hauling crude oil, agreeing 
to measures such as setting lower speed limits, increasing track 
inspections, equipping trains with advanced braking systems and 
retrofitting tank cars to improve their damage-resistance capacity.

However, emergency preparedness is not only for emergency 
responders; knowing what to do before, during and following an 
emergency is a critical part of being prepared and may make all 
the difference when seconds count. What can you do? 

Stay informed: Educate yourself and others on the hazards 

and risks involved, and sources of reliable information during 
an emergency. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration and the Association 
of American Railroads websites provide balanced perspectives 
on crude oil rail shipments. 

Should an emergency occur, reliable and timely information 
may be obtained through the West Point information hotline 
(938-7000), the Garrison Facebook page and the Desktop Alert 
mass warning notification system. 

Have shelter-in-place and evacuation plans in mind to 
enable decisive, effective action should the need arise. 

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration Evacuation Plans and Procedures 
eTool website provides extensive information on protective 
actions.    

Crude by rail has become a permanent part of our nation’s 
energy infrastructure and the “new normal” along the line 
that passes through West Point. 

Preparing for a hazard makes good sense; it could save 
your life. Are you and your family ready?  

Have a Plan and Make a Kit:

NIA helps 
So ld i e r s 
t h r o u g h 
Operation 
Shoebox
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(Above) Class of 2015 Cadet Nickole Kaple is overwhelmed 
with emotion on Branch Night Nov. 20 after the anxiety she felt 
vanishes upon seeing the Aviation insignia inside her envelope. 
A 25 percent reduction in Aviation slots made Kaple and others 
uncertain of their chances. (Left) Class of 2015 Cadet Chase 
Snow has his Infantry insignia pinned on by Col. Scott Halstead, 
director of the SImon Center for the Professional Military Ethic. 
Snow said Halstead, his Military Leadership mentor, shares his 
love for the Infantry.

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Branch Night is an unknown finally known, 
a newfound sense of belonging and a milestone 
celebration all compressed into one tense hour 
inside West Point’s landmark theatre. 

Cadets from the Class of 2015 got to experience 
it Nov. 20 when they gathered inside Eisenhower 
Hall and collectively opened the envelopes 
revealing their new branch insignias. 

Perhaps the most excruciating part of Branch 
Night is the wait. An entire day of classes, followed 
by formation and the walk over to Ike Hall, only 
to sit and wait for the arrival of all the guests and 
official party, wait for the conclusion of speeches, 
wait for the distribution of envelopes and then wait 
for the order to open them.

“Going to class the day of Branch Night was 
miserable,” Class of 2015 Cadet Chase Snow said. 
“I had a history paper due that day and I stayed 
up all night working on it. Now I’m sitting in Ike 
with a mixture of anxiety and sleep deprivation. 
Opening the envelope was the largest weight I’ve 
ever lifted off my shoulders.”

Snow selected Infantry as his first choice 
because he admired the brotherhood associated 
with that branch. He felt confident he had the 
academic, physical and military credentials to 
get it.

“But it doesn’t matter if you’re the first or the 

last, you still have some level of uncertainty about 
the contents of the envelope,” Snow said. 

Snow was among the 80 percent of his class 
who received their top choice, and, as required by 
the Army, 70 percent branched into combat arms. 
Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. John Thomson 
also announced that 96 percent of the class would 
get one of their top five branches. 

“This is a significant achievement, especially 
given that we had a 25 percent cut in the popular 
Aviation allocations from the previous year … ,” 
Thomson said.

That’s when her head sank down into her hands 
and a few reassuring pats on the back followed. 
Like quite a few of her colleagues, Class of 2015 
Cadet Nickole Kaple couldn’t hide the anxiety she 
felt at that moment. 

Since she arrived at West Point for Cadet Basic 
Training, Kaple had pushed herself hard toward a 
combat arms branch. Field Artillery didn’t hold 
any interest to her but what caught her attention 
throughout summer training assignments was 
Aviation, and Kaple was especially interested in 
the missions requiring aviation support. 

Kaple completed the Air Assault course last 
summer to gain more experience in that field, and 
worked incredibly hard to put herself in the best 
position for one of the coveted aviation slots. News 
of the reduction came out about three weeks prior to 
Branch Night and Kaple said there was no denying 
the sense of hopelessness, and even cynicism that 

followed.
“The four days leading up to Branch Night, 

I barely ate or slept due to my nerves,” she said. 
“The only thing that kept me sane last week were 
my Mil Art paper and training for the Sandhurst 
Competition.”

While the good news is the majority of cadets 
will earn one of their top five branches, there’s 
always a fraction whose choices don’t align 
with the needs of the Army. Cadets call it “force 
branch” but they learn in the Department of 
Military Instruction’s branch education and talent 
management program that it’s not always about 
them. The privilege and honor to serve doesn’t 
mean getting what you want all the time, and if the 
Army needs more Infantry officers than Aviation 
officers, that’s the reality. 

Fortunately for Kaple, her best efforts paid off 
and the emotions poured out as friends surrounded 
her with congratulations.

“My roommate and best friend Sarah Locke 
pinned my wings on after I pinned her Military 
Police insignia on her,” Kaple said. “She saw 
what a wreck of a person I was in those few weeks 
leading up to Branch Night, and I think she was 
more relieved than I was that I got Aviation.”

For those skeptical about the branching process, 
retired Lt. Gen. Joseph DeFrancisco, USMA Class 
of 1965 graduate, used a portion of his address to 
advocate for it. 

Branch Night brings new sense of belonging

See BRANCH NIGHT, Page 4

Air Defense: 52
Adjutant General: 33
Armor: 68
Aviation: 88
Chemical: 8
Cyber: 15
Engineer: 136
Field Artillery: 128
Finance: 8
Infantry: 226
Military Intelligence: 82
Military Police: 22
Medical Services: 20
Ordnance: 39
Quartermaster: 25
Signal Corps: 43
Transportation: 23

80% — received 1st 
choice of branch
96% — received one of 
top 5 choices
93% — received one of 
top 3 choices

BRANCH
SELECTIONS
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With the Class of 2015 being the first at the U.S. Military Academy to branch Cyber, the 15 future Cyber 
officers met with Cyber leadership at Thayer Hall Nov. 21 to learn more about their new career field.

The Corps Has?
In his address to the Class of 2015, retired Lt. Gen.  

Joseph DeFrancisco assured firsties that the academy’s 
branching program is far more advanced than what he 
experienced as a cadet and more suitable to today’s Army. 
Here’s what he had to say:

“Things were very different for the Class of 1965. For 
branch drawing we assembled in South Auditorium, now 
Robinson Auditorium, on one afternoon probably after 
our last class. Branch quotas were shown on a screen, a 
moderator called off our names in OML  (Order of Merit 
List) order and each cadet responded with his choice. 
When a branch quota was filled, the branch was declared 
closed and could no longer be selected. There were only 
596 of us and we had a choice of five branches, not 17. 
The choices were Infantry, Armor, Artillery, Engineers 
or Signal Corps, plus a limited number of openings in 
other services. Your procedure is much more complex 
and sophisticated, involving innovations such as the talent 
management and the branch education and mentorship 
programs—matching attributes and skills with Army 
requirements and needs is a positive and necessary step. 
Your process is much better and much more appropriate 
for today’s environment. The Army you will join operates 
in a much more complex environment than the Army we 
joined 50 years ago.” 

BRANCH NIGHT, cont’d from Page 3
“It makes perfect sense that the Army tried to do everything 

possible to match talent and attributes with requirements and 
needs in order to set the conditions to maximize the potential 
of each leader and have the right person in the right spot,” 
DeFrancisco said. “That’s exactly what your branch selection 
process tries to do.” 

The significance of a branch, DeFrancisco said, is that it 
binds a person with a professional community, and more so, 
a new family. 

“It’s something larger than yourself and, in many cases, 
something that becomes part of your identity for the rest of 
your life,” he said. “A common question when old Soldiers 
meet is to ask: What branch were you? As an example to help 
illustrate this enduring tie, a few years ago at our 45th Reunion 
we had two sets of photos taken, one by cadet company, the 
other by branch.”

  First class for Cyber
The next day, firsties met with branch commandants who 

welcomed them into their new professional communities.  
Brig. Gen. Patricia Frost, deputy commanding general for 
Army Cyber Command, was joined by Col. Jennifer Buckner, 
Army Cyber School commandant and USMA Class of 1990 
graduate, and Command Sgt. Maj. Rodney Harris, Army 
Cyber Command command sergeant major, to meet and 
answer questions from the 15 cadets selected to the new 
Cyber branch. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Will Brattain, a Computer Science 
major and member of the Cadet Competitive Cyber Team, 
is among them. 

“The most interesting part of the Cyber Branch is the fact 
that it’s something brand new,” Brattain said. “There aren’t 
very many opportunities in the Army, especially as a brand 
new lieutenant, to influence the future of the Army and being 
able to do that is very exciting.”

Frost said as much during her briefing that these future 
officers will be working off blank slates, which they will 
need to fill as the Army grows its Cyber community. She also 
preached lifelong learning as essential to their profession.

“West Point has certainly prepared me for having the 
discipline to work really hard to learn,” Brattain said.  
“However, this realm is something I have been exploring 
on my own for years. Many of the skills I have gained in 
the cyber security field while at West Point have been on 
my own, outside of the classroom.”

Class of 2015 Cadet Rebecca Marigliano, a Computer 
Science major, has always wanted to branch Cyber and 
had an opportunity to test her skills on real-time missions 
with the 780th Military Intelligence Brigade at Fort Meade, 
Maryland.

“To be able to say that I will wake up  and  go to work 
to defend  our nation’s interest from cyber attacks is pretty 
cool and a special honor as the general public does not 
recognize these specialized and greatly dedicated members 
of the Army,” Marigliano said.

The Cyber cadets won’t have a Post Night like their 
classmates, since their follow-up assignments have yet to be 
determined. What they were told is they’ll probably spend a 
lot of time at Fort Meade and Fort Gordon, the latter being 
the home of the new Army Cyber School. 

“I don’t know yet what I will be doing for the next five 
years of my life, but I do have a pretty good idea,” Marigliano 
said. “Acknowledging I am on the forefront of this new 
branch is all the relief I need.”

Like Brattain, Marigliano said it’s compelling to think 
how much influence they’ll have on the future of Army 
Cyber, building a foundation and establishing unprecedented 
advances in this field.

“The things I deeply look forward to upon commissioning 
is the opportunity to leave my legacy in a budding new 
branch and an exciting field,” she said. “The cool thing about 
Cyber is that its potential is limitless and we are only now 
beginning to truly understand the capacity of this branch in 
shaping our military might.”

(Editor’s Note: This article has been expanded for an 
online version available at www.usma.edu.)
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Marathon: The Marathon team competed Nov. 23 at 
the Philadelphia Marathon with all men breaking three-hour 
finishes and beating Navy and Air Force in the process. 

Class of 2018 Cadet Nikita Price (3:25:05) won her age 
group, and Class of 2015 Cadet Danny Schlich (2:25:14) 
finished second in his age group and placed 12th out of more 
than 10,000 finishers. 

Results:
• Corey Stewart—2:42:16 (66th); 
• Connor Roche—2:44:52 (83th); 
• Joe Anchondo—2:46:27 (92nd); 
• Ben Shields—2:50:33 (138th);
• Mario Lund—2:53:52 (173rd and third in his age group);
• Rex Sheikh—2:55:01 (189th); 
• Austin Semmel—2:56:47 (217th); 
• Travis Chewning-Kulick—2:59:27 (296th); 
• Nikita Price—3:25:05 (175th female;1st in her age 

group);
• Melissa Jackson—3:32:33 (officer representative; 296th 

female);
• Jen Moore—3:33:35 (332nd female); 
• Jorge Cipres Reula—3:48:38 (Spanish foreign exchange 

student).

Paintball: Twenty members of the Close Combat Team 
led by Class of 2017 Cadet Niccolo Iacovelli attended both 
Ground Zero Airsoft Outdoor and Indoor fields Nov. 15-16 
in Bristol, Connecticut, to train and validate MOUT and field 
tactics. 

More than eight hours of non-stop indoor game play on 
the first day was followed up the next with another eight hours 
at GZA’s outdoor field. The cadets were outnumbered three-
to-one but remained resilient during the game.  

Yoga: Nine cadets visited Ananda Ashram in Monroe, 
New York, Nov. 12, where they participated in a restorative 

CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Tae Kwon Do: Army Taekwondo owned the scoreboard 
at the Eastern Collegiate Taekwondo Conference tournament 
at Brown University in Rhode Island, Nov. 21-23. The team 
placed first in the Women’s beginner division, second in the 
Men’s beginner division and fifth in Women’ black belt, Men’s 
advanced and Men’s beginners. 

Cadets Allie Baker, Jada Ferrer, Shawn Jimenez, Christian 
Merrick and Rahul Sawhney remain undefeated this season. 
At the halfway point, the team already has enough points to 
advance from Division III to Division II next season, opening 
up a lead of more than 100 points on second-place Penn State. 

American Institute of Chemical Engineers: 
Members of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers 
(AIChE) competed against more than 200 undergraduate 
students from across the globe in the 2014 AIChE National 
Research Poster Competition in Atlanta Nov. 14-17. 

Nationals are a chance for cadets to win national 
recognition for their research, network with chemical 
engineering professionals, attend presentations on topics 
ranging from chemical engineering applications in nuclear 
energy to particle processing and characterization (a 
demonstration of how particle properties can be tuned at the 
nano-scale and affect performance on the macro-scale). 

John Brock, CEO of Coca-Cola Enterprises, spoke about 
ethics and leadership in chemical engineering. Cadets then 
met on the AIChE National Executive Student Committee and 
learned about opportunities to improve community outreach 
and become more globally connected. 

As part of this initiative, the West Point Student Chapter of 
AIChE has officially requested an international sister chapter 
to foster cultural understanding and help spread best practices 
for running an effective and fun student organization. A 
major event for the cadets was attending the National ChemE 
Car Competition. Cadets, having never participated in this 
before, took the time to learn from other schools about best 
practices and tips to get started. Class of 2016 cadets will 
spearhead the competition so that West Point can enter a car 
into competition next year.

(Editor’s Note: Club Reports are updated weekly and 
available on the  www.usma.edu home page.)

yoga class and a kirtan (Sanskrit chanting) class.
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• West Point SHARP Helpline (call or text)—845-659-7467; 
• USCC SARC, Maj. Mark Moretti—call 938-7479 or 845-659-7467;
• Garrison SARC, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 or 914-382-8180;

• Installation Victim Advocate, Dan Toohey—call 938-5657 or 914-382-8180;
• Military Police Desk—call 938-3333;   
• Keller Army Community Hospital ER—call 938-4004.

Help is a phone call away. The following are resources available in the West Point community

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Approximately 400 Class of 2017 and some Class of 
2018 cadets enrolled in the Department of Social Sciences’  
American Politics course participated in the Congressional 
Simulation Exercise Nov. 12-20.  

Cadets take on the roles of elected representatives, 
journalists, special interest groups, lobbyist and presidential 
advisors to pass legislation in the form of a comprehensive 
energy reform bill. 

There are four simulations per semester with 125-160 
cadets participating in each simulation. The SIMEX is set 
up to create an environment where cadets can experiment 
and apply their knowledge and understanding of American 
politics. They also experience the incredible tension that goes 
along with getting a lot of people with a lot of different ideas, 
or agendas, together to compromise on passing a bill.

Cadets familiarize themselves with the roles they are to 
play, and are evaluated based on how well they accumulate 
political capital compared to others. Performance matters, 
as it’s worth 100 points in the course and cadets can receive 
another 50 points based on their effort during the exercise. 
Another 75 points is earned through a post-SIMEX reflection 
paper.

“It’s about getting Republicans and Democrats into 
discussion, debate and then a vote,” Class of 2017 Cadet 
Melissa Anderson said. “I’m a member of the press and it’s our 
job to make sure factual articles get out. We sometimes will 
use capital points (political influence) to get representatives 
to talk.”

Cadets worked through the simulation in three-hour 
increments at Arnold Auditorium and surrounding areas of 
Mahan Hall.

“It is so hard to get people to compromise, but it is so 
important,” Class of 2018 Cadet Heather Reed, a democratic 
representative, said. “Right now, there is a major lean to 
the right on this bill and we want to get it more into the 
middle ground. Our concern is how the funding is going to 
be achieved and how to balance fossil fuel with alternative 
energy.”

Cadets focused their efforts on different energy policy 
areas: environmental impacts of expanded fossil fuel use, 
positive economic benefits of liquid natural gas and the 
potential risks of hydraulic fracturing.

“Similarly, the cadets learn about the costs and benefits 
of sustainable energy sources like solar and wind,” Maj. 
Adam Scher, instructor and officer-in-charge, said. “Also 
up for debate is the viability of a national carbon emissions 
cap, trade system and basic budget and funding mechanisms 

for their choices that include cuts to entitlement programs or 
increased taxes on energy companies.”

The president, role-played in one simulation by Sharon 
Burke, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational Energy 
Plans and Programs, addressed Congress, urging them to pass 
the energy bill as a matter of national security. In this scenario, 
Burke was in the midst of dealing with a possible terror attack 
in the form of a mine explosion in the Persian Gulf, giving 
the passing of this energy bill a special impetus.

“We will have a crisis on our hands as soon as global 
markets open; 25 percent of the world’s oil supply will be 
lost in this unprecedented event, and we do not know what it 
will do to gas prices at home,” Burke said. “It could go up as 

much as $7 a gallon and that can start as soon as tomorrow. 
I appear here tonight to urge you to pass a comprehensive 
energy bill. I am asking you to do this for one simple reason; 
our national security depends on it.”

Passing this energy bill is easier said than done, even with 
a special appeal by the president, but passing or failing to 
pass is not as important as the process. Different conclusions 
have come within the different iterations of the simulation.

“The energy reform bill sometimes fails to pass, 
sometimes focuses on budget compromise and sometimes tries 
to balance renewable energy with fossil fuels,” Scher said.  
“I have participated in 12 different simulations and have not 
had the same two outcomes yet.” 

Cadets pursue energy reform in Congressional SIMEX

Sharon Burke, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational Energy Plans and Programs, assumes the 
role of president and speaks to members of the media after her address to Congress during a session of 
the Congressional Simulation Exercise Nov. 20 at Mahan Hall. Cadets took on the roles of congressional 
representives, media, special interest groups, speaker of the house and presidential advisors to pass an 
energy bill.
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By Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Nationally, Rolling Thunder’s main function 
is to publicize the Prisoners-Of-War/Missing-In-
Action issue and to educate the public that many 
American prisoners of war were left behind after 
previous wars and to help correct the past and 
protect future veterans from being left behind 
should they become POW/MIAs. 

One of the ways to publicize the POW/MIA 
issue is to place reminders, such as a chair of 
honor at prominent areas such as stadiums, or 
presenting flags to organizations and schools, 
engage in speaking to local area schools, youth 
groups and non-profit organizations. 

Last year,  the Orange County Rolling 
Thunder Chapter 3 presented West Point with a 
POW/MIA flag that was flown for the first time 
on Sept. 11, 2013. 

Rolling Thunder dedicated another gift, a 
POW/MIA Chair of Honor, at Michie Stadium at 

the Army football game with Fordham University 
Nov. 22. 

“We have been working on this since June,” 
Paul Rader, information specialist here and 
secretary of Rolling Thunder Chapter 3, said. 
“We brought the sales pitch to Director of 
Intercollegiate Athletics Eugene (Boo) Corrigan 
during Reception Day and he loved the idea. 
West Point is the first military academy to have 
this chair.”

Rader said the Indianapolis Colts and New 
England Patriots already have chairs at their 
respective stadiums. 

The chair sits behind the 40-yard line at 
Michie Stadium and will be an inspiration to 
cadets to honor POW/MIAs and, remember too, 
that 95 members of the Long Gray Line have lost 
their lives while serving their country since 9/11. 

A POW/MIA chair in any location is to remain 
perpetually empty to help people remember that 
even though our Soldiers are not here, there is 
still a place for them. 

POW/MIA Chair of Honor 
dedicated at Michie Stadium

The Orange County Rolling Thunder Chapter 3 honored the nation’s 
POWs and MIAs with a dedicated Chair of Honor at Michie Stadium.                                                                   
Photo by Paul RadER
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Champions of the Corps
Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

Another semester of company athletics concluded with five 
teams emerging as brigade champions in wrestling, basketball, 
soccer, flag football and, for its inaugural season, functional 
fitness.

First on the field were the Company G-1 and Company C-4 
soccer teams Nov. 17, with G-1 reclaiming the trophy for a second 
consecutive year with a 3-1 win.

The Company C-3 team bested Company G-1 in basketball, 
53-43, inside Arvin Cadet Physical Development Center. 

Class of 2015 Cadet Bruce Spencer coached the Company 
C-3 Basketball team to a championship win.

“Obviously the team gets most of the credit for this win,” he 
said. “It’s definitely a unique group, and I didn’t coach alone …
Jay Conley was kind of like an assistant coach who always had 
my back and helped develop the team.”

 Spencer said it took time for the team to gel, being the first 
time they all played together, and it was a struggle at first to get 
a complete roster.

“It’s the first time in my four years that C-3 has been to the 
brigade championship,” Spencer said. “Last year, we lost in the 
double-reg playoffs. This was definitely a big deal for our team, 
for our company and 3rd Regiment.”

Co. A-4 earned the trophy for wrestling, with Cadet 
Christopher Figari and Cadet Blake McPherson winning the 190 
lb. and 225 lb. weight class bouts, respectively.

Co. G-4 and Co. H-1 flag football teams met on Daly Field 
Nov. 18 and after a heated battle, the Guppies persevered.

The G-4 team will join the winning teams from basketball 
and soccer to compete Saturday in Annapolis, Maryland, against 

U.S. Naval Academy teams.
Class of 2015 Cadet Jonathan Lehman, quarterback and 

captain of the G-4 team, is looking forward to this Army-Navy 
rivalry.

“We want to stick to the same fundamentals that won us 
the brigade championship: a fast-paced offense and tenacious 
defense,” Lehman said. “It seems like every game somebody 
different is stepping up and making a critical play, so I’m 
excited to see who that individual is going to be for the game 
in Annapolis.”   

Co. G-4 claimed its second trophy this semester when the 
Guppies won the inaugural brigade championship for function 
fitness Nov. 19. In a victory speech to the team, Cadet Ian 
McWilliams said their drive to survive the first season of 
functional fitness was not without its personal goal of developing 
“the ever-elusive spring break body.” But winning the inaugural 
functional fitness trophy was also a matter of proudly representing 
the Guppies.

“Honestly, none of us knew what to expect coming into 
functional fitness as a sport, and I think it says a lot that we 
were able to come together and help each other out through the 
season—whether it was teaching something or taking over an 
exercise when someone was getting tired. It was really a team 
sport,” another member said afterward.

Class of 2017 Cadet Tom Newton is credited with being one 
of the team’s experts with CrossFit experience and was able to 
show others techniques but also demonstrated how the training 
can be fun, even at its most miserable moments. Class of 2015 
Cadet Daniel Starkweather wouldn’t have it any other way.

“I was on a losing flag football team for three years and 
wanting to join again because I thought we had a chance of 
winning,” Starkweather said. “Sure enough, they won. But I 

wouldn’t have given anything to miss working out with the Gups 
here in the first iteration of this. Personally, I have no regrets and 
I think I could speak for everyone on that.”

The Co. G-4 executive officer, Class of 2015 Cadet Aron 
Kates, credited the two wins to a strong company spirit. 

“A lot of cadets build these artificial divides between company 
athletics, club sports and corps squad athletics, but in G-4 we do 
our best to lionize the achievements of every individual in the 
company,” Kates said. “We are always pushing people to go out 
there and support our company-mates, whether that’s cheering 
on the yearlings taking their IOCT or going out to see our corps 
squad Gups dominate their sports. Speaking as someone who 
was on the functional fitness team, being so supported by your 
company makes you want to do better.”

(Above) The Company G-4 team earned the inaugural trophy for functional fitness Nov. 19 at Daly 
Field as the brigade champions were determined in five sports within the Department of Physical 
Education’s company athletics program. (Right) The Co. C-3 team was named brigade champions in 
basketball following a 53-43 win over Co. G-1. 

The Company G-4 Flag Football team claimed 
victory over Co. H-1 and will represent the Corps 
Saturday in Annapolis, Maryland, against Navy.
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Potassium iodide (KI) tablets will be 
available to the West Point community 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 16-17 in 
Eisenhower Hall.               CouRtEsy Photo

communitY

Friday—Fury, R, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Ouija, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Dracula Untold, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange.com/reel - t ime-theatres/West-
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday-Dec. 11
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Dec. 4-11
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Keller information

Get up-to-date Keller Army Community 
Hospital information at http://kach.
amedd.army.mil/ or on social media 
a t  h t t p : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
kellerarmycommunityhospital/.

2015 Armed Services Blood Drive Key 
Person Kick-Off campaign meeting

The Armed Services Blood Program 
will hold a kickoff campaign meeting at 10 
a.m. Dec. 17 in the Army Education Center, 
Bldg. 683, Training Room #10.

The  ASBP i s  look ing  fo r  ‘Key 
Personnel,’ from each West Point activity 
(one key personnel representative for every 
50 individuals in your area), to attend the 
meeting. 

The role of the ‘key person’ is to assure 
the distributed information is received 
and disseminated to all departments; to 
improve unit awareness regarding the need 
for blood donors; and to motivate and 
encourage personnel within their respective 
organizations to donate blood.

To be a ‘key person’ or for more 
information on the Armed Services Blood 
Drive, contact Mary Mandia at 938-2583 or 
at mary.mandia.civ@mail.mil. 

Ask your doctor for an electronic 
prescription

Starting this month, civilian medical 
providers will be able to send electronic 
p rescr ip t ions  to  s ta tes ide  mi l i t a ry 
pharmacies ,  including Keller  Army 
Community Hospital.

e-Prescribing is a computer-generated 
prescription sent, from your health care 
provider directly to the pharmacy, using a 
private, secure and closed network. Your 
prescription information “is not” sent over 
the Internet or as an e-mail. 

Your electronic prescription usually 
arrives at the pharmacy’s computer before 
you leave your doctor’s office, and in 
some cases—depending on distance—
your prescription will be filled/ready 
prior to your arrival, thus reducing the 
amount of time a benefi ciary waits for a 
prescription. Additionally, e-Prescribing 
lets the pharmacy staff fi x issues with the 
prescription, if any, before the benefi ciary 
arrives.

Some medica t ions ,  for  example 
controlled substances, will continue to 
require a paper prescription. 

For more information on electronic 
prescriptions, go to the KACH Pharmacy 
Internet page at http://kach.amedd.army.
mil/clinics/Pharmacy.html; or to utilize 
the e-Prescribing service, give your civilian 
medical provider the following information:

• DOD prescribing pharmacy name: 
DOD WEST PT ePhcy;

• KACH Pharmacy phone: (845) 938-
2271 or 938-3812;

•  KACH Pharmacy NCPDP/NPI 
Number: 5810862/1497160113.

Ebola Virus Disease information
To get educated on the Ebola Virus 

Disease (EVD), go to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention site at www.cdc.
gov/vhf/ebola; or the offi cial website of the 
Military Health System & Defense Health 
Agency at www.health.mil/ebola. 

Additionally, Channel 23 will re-
broadcast the Garrison Town Hall, where 
Col. Brian Burlingame, KACH commander, 
addressed EVD questions and concerns. 

KACH Referral Assistance
Need help or have questions about 

a referral? Call 938-5373 and a referral 
specialist will be happy to assist you.

• National Cookie Day: To celebrate 
National Cookie Day, join BBC for a cookie 
swap. Bring two dozen of the same cookies to 
exchange plus the recipe to share. 

Everyone will go home with the same 
amount of cookies they brought in with a variety 
of home-baked cookies for the holiday season. 

RSVP to jgellman@optonline.net. 
Join our first Cookie Exchange 10 a.m. 

Friday at 132 Bartlett Loop. 

• Winter Talent Show: Join the Youth 
Center and BBC at the annual Winter Talent 
Show 5-9 p.m. Friday at the Youth Center. Open 
to all registered youth in grades 6-12. 

Light refreshments will be served. Families 
are welcome to come and support their youth. 

Call 845-938-3727 for details.

• Kids Bowling: ‘Tis the season for a 

LifeWorks

MOVIES at MAHANMOVIES at MAHAN

holiday celebration at the West Point Bowling 
Center 1-2:30 p.m. Dec. 12. 

Balfour Beatty Communities will supply the 
shoes, one game of bowling, pizza and soda. 

Email jgellman@bbcgrp.com by Tuesday 
if you plan on attending the holiday event with 
the names and ages of your children who will 
be bowling. 

• Letters to Santa: Write a letter and then 
drop it in our very special North Pole mailbox 
at 132 Bartlett Loop before Dec. 18 for a 
guaranteed delivery to Santa before Christmas. 

 Make sure to check your mail box for your 
letter back from Santa, please include your age, 
gender and address.

• Holiday Home Decorating Contest:  
BBC will have a special category this year to 
recognize families who decorate with energy 
effi ciency in mind. Nominate a home you feel 
deserves to be included. 

Winners receive $25 gift cards. Send the 
house number by noon Dec. 17 to jgellman@
bbcgrp.com. 

Judging will take place that evening.

KI tablets to be distributed to West Point community
Submitted by Keller Army Community 
Hospital

Keller Army Community Hospital will 
distribute potassium iodide (KI) tablets to the 
West Point community 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 16-17 
in Eisenhower Hall. 

This is being done in an effort to mitigate 
the effects of ionized radiation to West Point 
community residents and workers in the event 
of an emergency at the Indian Point Nuclear 
Power Plant.

West Point is in the 10-mile emergency 
planning zone of the Indian Point Nuclear Power 
Plant, located south on the Hudson River in 
Buchanan, N.Y. 

In the rare event that an accident or incident 
should occur there, causing a release in radiation, 
West Point personnel must be prepared to take 
action to protect themselves. 

The dominant internal exposure following a 
reactor accident is likely to be from iodine-131. 

Most of the iodine in accidents will be 
soluble and capable of being absorbed through 
inhalation, ingestion, absorption through the 
skin, or any combination of those. 

The iodine is concentrated in the thyroid 
gland and is at its highest concentration 
approximately 48 hours after exposure. 
Potassium iodide (KI) can be used as an 
effective thyroid-blocking agent in situations 
where signifi cant radioactive iodine exposure 
is likely. 

Eisenhower Hall will be the designated 
distribution facility. Each Major Activity 
Directorate has been notifi ed of the time and 
day for their personnel to report to Eisenhower 
Hall to receive their KI tablets. 

Receipt of the KI tablet is strictly voluntary. 
Voluntary KI recipients will fl ow through a 

series of three stations in Eisenhower Hall. 
The fi rst is an orientation station located in 

the auditorium where participants will receive 
medical educational materials, a medical 
assessment form and an overview of the 
distribution process. 

Personnel will then be directed to the 
screening area in the Grand Ballroom where 
qualifi ed medical personnel will be available 
to answer questions and handle concerns.  
Personnel will proceed from the screening 
station to the distribution point in the Grand 
Ballroom where they will submit their signed 
medical assessment form, receive their KI 
tablets and be released.  

Sponsors may pick up KI tablets for their 
family members as well and must complete a 
separate screening form for each.

Please check with your supervisor to fi nd 
out the time and day to come to Eisenhower 

Hall, and bring your CAC card or military ID 
with you.
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
West Point Civilian Employee Council Meeting

The West Point Civilian Employee Council will hold its 
next meeting 3 p.m. Friday in the Superintendent’s Conference 
Room in Taylor Hall.  

Every full-time, non-bargaining unit civilian employee on 
West Point, less Title 10 personnel, is a member of the council 
and invited to attend. 

The only topics or issues the council will not entertain are 
individual issues or union related issues, as these have channels 
already established to work issues.  

Also, anyone wishing to submit a topic/issue for the agenda 
should send the details to wpcec@usma.edu no later than 
Wednesday. 

Provide a point of contact and contact number in the event 
clarification on the topic is required.

West Point Association of Graduates Gift Shop 
The West Point Association of Graduates is offering a special 

community shopping date 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Saturday.
Cadets, West Point residents and all West Point employees 

will receive an additional 10 percent off their entire purchase 
made in the gift shop—on top of the 10 percent they receive on 
all in-store purchases.

All other shoppers will receive 10 percent off their entire 
in-store purchase.

The WPAOG Gift shop is located at 698 Mills Road, just 
south of Lusk Reservoir. 

Offer applies to in stock merchandise only and does not 
apply to special orders.

WPWC’s Cookbook and Gift Shoppe Hours
The West Point Women’s Club’s newest cookbook, “Eat, 

Drink & Beat Navy” is available in the West Point Women’s 
Club Gift Shoppe.

The Gift Shoppe is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Wednesdays in 
December. There is a special opening 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday. 

The Gift Shoppe will be closed on the following Wednesdays: 
Dec. 24 and 31. 

The Gift Shoppe is located inside Bldg. 695, the white 
building in the parking lot behind the Cemetery off Washington 
Road.

A West Point Holiday concert
The West Point Band will present “A West Point Holiday” 2 

p.m. Dec. 6 and 12:30 p.m. Dec. 7 at West Point’s Eisenhower 
Hall Theatre. 

In addition to world-class music, the performance will feature 
local radio personality Mike Bennett and the talents of Broadway 
singers Jay Montgomery and Evy Ortiz. 

No holiday season in the Hudson Valley is complete without 
a performance of “A West Point Holiday.” 

This concert is free and open to the public.
The West Point Band has created an entertaining program 

to ring in the holidays. 
Mike Bennett will serve as the MC, and Jay Montgomery 

will showcase his talents as a Broadway singer as the featured 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Wreaths Across America is seeking volunteers
Assist with the 5th annual West Point Wreaths Across 

America at the West Point cemetery Saturday. 
Volunteers are needed to assist with unloading wreaths 

from the truck at 9:30 a.m., and with laying wreaths during a 
ceremony at 1:30 p.m. 

All community members are invited to participate, 
regardless of age. 

For details, contact Dr. Todd Crowder at 845-938-2667 or 
Jennifer Partridge at 845-938-3655.

Holiday Gifts Crafting Program at the 
Hudson Highlands Nature Museum

The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents a Holiday 
Gifts Crafting Program 1 p.m. Saturday at the Outdoor 
Discovery Center, on Muser Drive, across from 174 Angola 
Road, Cornwall. 

Join environmental educator Lisa Mechaley for a fun 
morning of crafting. 

Adults and children will learn how to make simple holiday 
gifts from recycled material and natural objects. There is a fee 
for this event.

For details, visit hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506 ext. 204.

I’ll Be Home By Christmas: Keeping in Touch with 
the Ones Back Home

Join the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor at 2 p.m. Sunday 
as it travels through three centuries of how our military personnel 
dealt with being away from home during the holidays. 

The journey will cover the Civil War to Afghanistan, through 
letters sent home from the Soldiers on the front line along with 
songs to recall the holidays and the history represented. 

Some of these letters are humorous and others serious, but all 
have a story to tell about how soldiers, sailors, and air personnel 
have coped with being away from family and friends. 

Hall of Honor staff will read these letters, and the audience 
will be invited to join in singing the songs of the different eras as 
we pay tribute to those whose duty kept them away from home.

For details about The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, 
visit www.thepurpleheart.com or call 845-561-1765.

His Promised Covenant Ministry
Church services for His Promised Covenant Ministry is 

scheduled 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturdays at 44 Balmville Road, 
Newburgh, New York, in the Union Presbyterian Church.

For details, contact Tammy L. Beard at choco662000@
yahoo.com or call 254-371-3125.

Transition Assistance Workshops 
Transition Assistance Workshops are five-day events designed 

to assist separating or retiring service members and their family 
members in preparing for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs  
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. 

Upcoming schedule includes Monday-Dec. 12 and Jan. 5-9. 
Registration is required. 

Contact the Soldier For Life—Transition Assistance Program 
(SFL-TAP) at 938-0634 to register. 

performer. 
The two guests will interact with entertaining banter to go 

along with the music of the West Point Band. 
For concert information, cancellations and updates, call 938-

2617 or visit www.westpointband.com.

Sale at West Point Army Athletics Gift Shop
The West Point Army Athletics Gift Shop, will have a 30 

percent off sale on most items 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesday-Dec. 
11. The Shop is located at the Visitors Center.

The sale is for in-store stock only and shipping is not 
available. Sales are not available through www.goarmysports.
com. Items can’t be held prior to the sale.

For details, call 845-446-3085.

Volkssport Club of West Point Time to Walk
Join the Volkssport Club at West Point for a unique walking 

event. From coast to coast, more than 70 walking clubs in 39 
states will gather on 12/13/14 to walk at exactly 10:11 a.m. for 
an event called “Time To Walk.”

The American Volkssport Association has shirts and caps to 
recognize this event at www.ava.org. 

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Dec. 13 at the West Point 
Visitors Center. 

Participants will then walk to Memorial Park and meet 
at the clock. Mayor Pat Flynn will join the group to give the 
group a send off at 10:11 a.m., following the year round trail in 
Highland Falls. 

The walk is free with AVA credit. The trail is on paved streets 
and village sidewalks and onto the grounds of West Point.

A similar number sequence will not happen again until the 
year 2067 at 01:23 4/5/67.  

For details, call 845-446-4709.

Watchcare coordinator needed
Bids are being accepted for the FY15 watchcare coordinator 

in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious Education 
Programs. 

Tasks include coordinating and scheduling providers for all 
regularly scheduled and special activities, assisting in providing 
watchcare as needed, ensuring the set-up and recovery of the 
watchcare space, the sanitization of all toys and other items 
following each activity and ensuring authorized snacks, food 
and drinks to the children are available. 

For details, call Sgt. 1st Class David Kress at 938-8813 or 
email david.kress@usma.edu.

Watchcare workers needed 
Bids are being accepted for FY15 to provide childcare 

services in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious 
Education Programs. 

The events are 8:45-11:15 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and 10 a.m.-noon Sundays. 

Tasks include the set-up and recovery of the watchcare 
space, the sanitization of all toys and other items following 
each activity and to provide authorized snacks, food and drinks 
to the children. 

For details, call Sgt. 1st Class David Kress at 938-8813 or 
email david.kress@usma.edu.

Army Education Center closure
The Army Education Center will be closed Dec. 26. 
 Call 845-938-3464 with questions or concerns.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@us.army.mil for details or 
an appointment.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-Traditional 
Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and ACT. 

Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams. Most 
tests are free of charge to Soldiers.

Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@
us.army.mil for details or an appointment. 

IETD Computer Training Program
The Information Education and Technology Division is 

offering computer courses that include Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, computer skills, keyboard typing skills lab, Dell XT3 
Tablet, Lenovo Tablet and Apple iPad information system.  

Most courses are held over three days, 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday. Courses are offered to O/Dean Staff and Faculty, and if 
space permits, to other departments and USMA affiliates (tenant 
organizations, USMA spouses and volunteers.)  

Courses are held in Jefferson Memorial Library (Bldg. 758), 
4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom).   

For details, contact Thomas A. Gorman at 938-1186 or email  
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 
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WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

Boost Holiday Spirit and Spin
Festive-themed Spin Classes with Lois at the MWR Fitness 

Center are available:
• Dec. 12, 5:40 a.m.—“Army/Navy Relay Ride;” 
• Dec. 19, 5:40 a.m.—“Reindeer Ride;”
• Dec. 21, 12:30 p.m.—“Reindeer Ride;”
• Dec. 24, 9 a.m.—“Reindeer Ride.”
For more spin classes during the month of December, visit 

westpointmwr.com/fi tness.

West Point Club Holiday Closure
The West Point Club will be closed from Dec. 17- Jan. 5 for 

the holiday season. We wish you and yours a very happy and 
healthy new year.

West Point Golf Course Holiday Sale
Need the perfect gift for that golfer in your life?  Swing by 

the West Point Golf Course through Dec. 17 for its holiday sale. 
Deep discounts on merchandise, demo club and annual 

passes. Sale hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. 
For details, call 938-2435.

Employment Readiness Program Classes with ACS
• 10 Steps to a Federal Job Workshop—Dec. 18, Feb. 3 and 

March 24, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at ACS;
• Military Spouse Preference Information Session—Jan. 7 

and Feb. 11, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at ACS;
• Navigating USAJobs—Jan. 8, 2-3 p.m. at ACS;
• NCOA Career Fair—March 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the 

Thayer Hotel;
• Mini Job Fair at ACS—Jan. 16, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at ACS.
Space is limited, call 938-5658 to register or email Ellen.

stoneham@usma.edu.

7th annual Wellness Fair and Fitness Challenge
Trim the excuses and accept the challenge. The 7th annual  

Wellness Fair and Fitness Challenge begins Jan.12 and ends 
March 13. 

To schedule an appointment for your assessment and sign up 
for the challenge, visit the Wellness Fair at the West Point Club 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Jan. 12. 

For details on the Wellness Fair and Fitness Challenge, call 
the MWR Fitness Center at 938-6490.

Breakfast with Santa
Bring the kids to the West Point Club 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday 

for its Breakfast with Santa event. Enjoy a traditional breakfast 
buffet. 

Santa and his helpers will have lots of give-aways for every 
child. For details and to make reservations, call 938-5120.

Project Angel Tree
BOSS, ACS and the Exchange present Project Angel Tree at 

the Exchange through Tuesday. Pick a decoration with the age 
and gender of a West Point child and purchase an age appropriate 
gift or wrapping paper. 

Put the unwrapped gift and the decoration from the tree in 
the box and make a child’s Christmas morning special.  

For details, call 938-6497.

Trees for Troops
Trees for Troops is returning to West Point this December. 

Live Christmas trees will be delivered in early December to 
West Point. 

Military members (active duty personnel, retired military 
personnel, ARNG and Reserve personnel and their family 
members) are eligible to receive a free tree. 

Trees will be distributed on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis 
and military ID must be shown when picking up tree. Limit 
one tree per family. 

Please follow the West Point ACS Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/westpointarmycommunityservice) for 
information about when and where to pick up your tree.

FOR THE FAMILIES

Youth Sports coaches needed
Child, Youth and School Services Youth Sports program is 

seeking volunteer coaches for Youth Basketball for the Winter 
2014-15 season.   

Coaches are needed for the following age groups: Little 
Shooters (4-year-olds), Division A (5-6-year-olds), Division B 
(7-9-year-olds) and Division C (10-13-year-olds).  

For details, contact the Youth Sports Offi ce at 938-3550/8896.

EFMP Family Events
As the weather gets colder and calendars get fuller, remember 

your fun Exceptional Family Member Program events. 
Come by to have some fun or meet other families with special 

needs that you might have something in common with.  
All our events are free and held at ACS, Bldg. 622 unless 

otherwise noted.
• Today, ACS Holiday Reception—3-5 p.m.
• Tuesday, PAWS for KIDS—3:30-5 p.m.;
For details, contact the EFMP Program Manager Josephine 

Toohey at 938-5655, Josephine.toohey@usma.edu or the 
program assistant Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or anne.marshall@
usma.edu. 

ACS Holiday Party
ACS invites the West Point community to join the ACS Staff 

and Santa as they usher in the holiday season 3-5 p.m. today at 
ACS, Bldg. 622. 

Santa will be available for photos, so bring the kids decked 
out in their holiday sweaters.  

Seasonal music will be playing to get you in the holiday 
spirit and cookies and sweets will be offered to get the visions 
of sugarplums dancing in your heads.  

Children can make a craft while awaiting their turn to give 
Santa their wish list.  

Call 938-3487 to RSVP with the family name and numbers 
of family members attending. 

December classes with Arts & Crafts
• Open studio—10 a.m.-7 p.m., today, Dec. 11, 16 and 18. 

Come and enjoy the freedom of creating whatever it is you like.
• Kids Gifts & Craft Night—3-7 p.m. Friday. 
• Cookies and Canvas, “There’s Snow Place Like Home”—5-

7 p.m., Tuesday. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Children will paint 11x14 canvas using acrylic paint. 

All painting supplies are included. We will serve cookies 
and milk.

Registration for all classes is required. There is a minimal 
charge for these classes. For details, call 938-4812.

December Trips with Leisure Travel Services 
• Theater Van to Broadway, today—leave West Point at 4:30 

p.m., leave NYC at 11 p.m. Purchase half price tickets at the 
TKTS Discount Ticket Booth or spend the evenings sightseeing 
the Big Apple.

• Holiday sightseeing/Shopping in NYC, Sunday—leave 
West Point at 10 a.m., leave NYC at 4:30 p.m. Spend the day in 
NYC all decorated for the holidays with shopping at its fi nest.

There is a minimal fee for these trips. For details, call 938-
3601.

 
Community Skate Program

The MWR Community Skate Program will be conducted on 
Sundays during the months of December, January and February  
3:30-5 p.m. at Tate Rink. 

There is no charge for the program, but skaters must provide 
their own skates. In case of inclement weather, call 938-2991 
for updates.

Wee Chat
The Family Advocacy Program invites you to attend Wee 

Chat, for parents of newborns to age 4. 
We want to increase your knowledge of child development 

while providing you with connections to your parenting peers 
and community service providers. 

Each session will cover the topic of the week in addition to 
any area you would like to discuss. There is no charge and pre-
registration is not required. 

Wee Chat calendar dates are Tuesday—Are we there yet? 
and Dec. 9—Re-Group and Re-Focus. 

For details, call 938-3369/0629.

NFL Sunday Ticket
Join the West Point Club every Sunday for NFL Sunday 

Ticket with complimentary snacks and weekly menu specials. 
A pub menu will also be available. Bar opens at 12:45 p.m. 
For details, call 938-5120.

Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
Join the West Point Club from 7-10:30 p.m. Friday for 

“Holiday with the Mob” Murder Mystery Dinner Theater. Santa’s 
gang is in town and he has a list and he’s checking it twice. Enjoy 
dinner, dessert, dancing, cash bars and mystery with The Killing 
Kompany, where professional Broadway, TV and fi lm actors are 
seated among you and where you can be part of the show.

There is a minimal fee for this event. Reservations are 
required and seating is limited. For details, call 845-938-5120.

Fitness Center Survey
We want your feedback, take our survey at https://www.

surveymonkey.com/r/6T67JPM.

Gentle Yoga
Gentle Yoga at the MWR Fitness Center is open to all levels 

of practice and abilities, and is especially great for beginners or 
those searching for the therapeutic benefi ts of yoga. 

This soothing gentle practice focuses on moving slowly 
into basic yoga poses while using the breath as a tool to remain 
present and mindful. 

Meditation and relaxation techniques will also be introduced, 
perfect for stress relief and overall well being.  

Refer to the Group Fitness Calendar for dates and times of 
instruction, or call 938-6490 for details.
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Submitted by Army Community Service

On Veterans Day, Points of Light salutes the 
military families who not only make sacrifices, 
but continually support the men and women in 
the United States Armed Forces. And in honor 
of Family Volunteer Day, Nov. 22, Points of 
Light and Disney recognized the exceptional 
work of volunteer families with the Daily Point 
of Light Award. The winning family chosen 
was the Cross family of West Point, New York.

Lt. Col. John Cross, commandant of the U.S. 
Military Academy Preparatory School; his wife, 
Laura; and their two children, Danielle, 14, and 
Josh, 11; are a well-traveled family.

Having moved 11 times in almost 19 
years—whether to Germany or various posts 
around the United States—the Cross family 
has learned to adapt to its ever-changing 
surroundings. The common denominator at 
every stop has always been to support not only 
men and women in uniform, but their entire 
community through volunteer service.

The family has made its current home in 
West Point since 2012, which is the longest 
amount of time it has ever been stationed 
anywhere. Regardless of how long they spend 
in a particular place, the Crosses make the most 
of their time by serving their country and those 
in need. 

Cross family earns National Daily Point of Light Award
“Being in the military, you are kind of 

nomadic,” Laura said. “Wherever you are 
planted you find ways to get involved because 
you are only there for a short period of time.” 

Laura credits the military atmosphere 
with providing ample opportunity to plug into 
different causes through ministries, school 
systems, mentoring programs, Girl Scouts 
and Boy Scouts. She feels that since military 
families are generally so transient, there are 
so many ways to jump in and join community 
causes. 

At West Point, the Cross family has helped 
two graduating classes through a mentoring 
program where cadets can ask questions about 
how to handle different situations as their 
responsibilities grow in the Army. 

These cadets hear perspectives on all 
dimensions from the military spouse, children 
and officer of the Cross family. John said, “We 
help young people develop skills and character 
traits that enable them in the future.”

For some of these cadets, the Cross family is 
their surrogate family away from home.

“We’ve had parents contact us and thank us 
for loving their child while they are here at the 
academy,” Laura said. “So you know what the 
cadet is relaying to his or her parents is a positive 
thing. It definitely makes it worthwhile.” 

In the short time they’ve been at West Point, 

Laura and John have formed strong enough 
relationships to keep in touch with some of the 
cadets who have graduated. 

Laura says even if they never received a 
thank you, they would still sponsor these men 
and women. 

“We don’t do it for the recognition,” Laura 
said. “It’s not about you, but it’s about the 
impact you have on them.” 

This selfless outlook is visible in all 
members of the Cross family. Josh, who 
volunteers in his school with his Boy Scout 
Troop and Special Olympics, says his time 
volunteering made him realize, “that my talents 
could be used to help others and that it’s not 
always just about me.”

Danielle and Laura are involved as a 
mother-daughter team with the Protestant 
Women of the Chapel (PWOC) outreach 
program, which provides outreach and support 
to the Christian addiction recovery center for 
women called the Walter Hoving Home. 

Through this program, Danielle and Laura 
have participated with a team of 35 volunteers 
in PWOC “spa nights,” where they interact with 
the women in the recovery center by giving 
them facials, back massages, pedicures and 
manicures. 

“Many of them have never been treated 
like they are worth something,” Laura said. “To 
have someone dote on them, even something 
as simple as washing their feet or rubbing their 
hands, just relaxes and energizes them and then 
they share their stories.”

Laura emphasizes the relationships she and 
Danielle have formed with the women in the 
recovery center. 

Danielle also participates in craft nights 
and knitting and crochet projects two-to-three 
times a month at the Walter Hoving House in 
addition to spa night. 

“Volunteering constantly reminds me of 
how great God is and how He can work in the 
most broken lives, restoring them,” Danielle 

said. “It always leaves me in awe.”
West Point neighbors, Scouts and all the 

members of the Cross family came together 
to participate in an annual flag planting at the 
cemetery for Veterans Day. This solemn and 
symbolic activity epitomizes how the Crosses 
think holistically about all the members of their 
community.

“I grew up in a small town where you take 
care of each other,” Laura said. “The people 
around us, our neighbors, our friends, some of 
these cadets, have really become part of our 
family.”

The Daily Point of Light Award was 
established by President George W. Bush. It 
is a presidential award giving special attention 
to voluntary community service as a means of 
helping solve some of America’s most serious 
social problems. 

The award recognizes the power of the 
individual to spark change and improve the 
world.  Daily Point of Light Awards are given 
to individuals who find innovative ways to meet 
community needs; efforts which often lead to 
long-term solutions and impact social problems 
in their local communities. 

The Cross family was recognized for its exceptional volunteer work with the 
Daily Point of Light Award. This is a presidential award that gives special 
attention to voluntary community service.                 CouRtEsy Photos

Danielle Cross (right) works with other 
neighbors and Scout Troop members 
during a flag planting event at the West 
Point Cemetery for Veterans Day.

In September, the West Point Schools had its first general membership 
Parent Teacher Organization meeting. During this meeting, U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L Caslen Jr. was presented with a 
2013-2014 yearbook recognizing the unique partnership between USMA and 
the West Point Schools. (Above) Denise Narramore, yearbook committee 
chair, presents the yearbook to the Superintendent.      CouRtEsy Photo 

PTO recognizes unique partnership
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Women’s Basketball wins fifth straight, defeats Pepperdine

Junior forward Aimee Oertner scored 13 points and recorded 10 rebounds for her first double-double of the season to 
help lead Army Women’s Basketball to a 56-44 victory over Pepperdine Sunday at the Firestone Fieldhouse in Malibu, 
California. Oertner also added three block shots in the win. Junior guard Kelsey Minato led all scorers with 23 points, 
and senior forward Olivia Schretzman finished with a double-double, 11 points and 10 rebounds.        ERiC s. baRtElt/PV

By Harrison Antognioni
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Women’s Basketball team 
grabbed its fifth straight victory with a 56-44 
win over Pepperdine Sunday at the Firestone 
Fieldhouse in Malibu, California. Army 
improves to 5-1 with the victory, while 
Pepperdine drops to 3-3.

Junior guard Kelsey Minato led the Black 
Knights with 23 points, while senior forward 
Olivia Schretzman and junior forward Aimee 
Oertner each recorded double-doubles with 11 
points and 10 rebounds and 13 points and 10 
boards, respectively.

Senior Bria Richardson finished with a 
team-leading 12 points for Pepperdine, while 
classmate Ea Shoushtari added 11 points and 
seven rebounds.

Army held Pepperdine to 2-of-11 shooting 
through the game’s first 1:21 while the Black 
Knights hit 5-of-10 of their attempts to open 
with a 12-4 lead. 

Oertner notched four points and three 
rebounds during the stretch before finishing 
the afternoon with her first double-double of 
the year. The junior also added three blocks to 
her outing.

The Black Knights and the Waves stayed 
about even during the remainder of the period, 
with the visitors outscoring Pepperdine, 16-14, 
over the final 12:21 of the frame. 

Pepperdine responded to Army’s 12-4 run to 
open the contest by scoring the next four points 
to cut its deficit to four by the 11:32 mark.

Army stretched its lead back to eight 
following a pair of buckets from Oertner that 
came 1:31 apart before extending that run to 6-3, 
including four points from Minato. 

The Black Knights took advantage of 11 
first-half fouls from the hosts as they shot a 
perfect 8-of-8 from the charity stripe during 
the period.

Pepperdine cut Army’s lead to five, at 
16-11, with 8:12 left in the half, but couldn’t 
overcome 11 turnovers in period and trailed by 
10 at the break.

Oertner sank a jumper 2:59 into the second 
half to quiet a 4-0 run by the Waves coming 
out of the break before Army scored six of the 
game’s next nine points to go up, 36-25. 

Minato netted all six points for the Black 
Knights during the run while hitting three of 
her five shots during the stretch.

Minato, who struggled shooting from long 
range in the game, buried her first three-pointer 
as time expired on the shot clock to put the 
Black Knights up, 47-34, with 2:27 remaining 
in regulation to kick start a 7-2 run before the 
Black Knights kept their distance to finish with 
a 12-point victory.

“You can’t say enough about Aimee Oertner 
and Olivia Schretzman,” said Army head coach 
Dave Magarity. “They both had double-doubles 
and I thought their defense was terrific at times. 
This is a huge swing for us. 

“Pepperdine was coming off some big 
wins,” she added. “I couldn’t be happier with 
this trip, we had a lot of great fans supporting 
us and it was a great experience.”

       sPorts
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Plomb, Wilson net 19 each in loss to No. 4 Duke

Junior forward Tanner Plomb knocks down a jumper as part of his team-leading 19 points in Army’s 93-73 loss to No. 
4-ranked Duke Sunday at Cameron Indoor Stadium in Durham, North Carolina.                      Photo by tim CowiE

By Mark Mohrman
Army Athletic Communications

No. 4-ranked Duke handed the Army Men’s 
Basketball team its first loss of the season on 
Sunday afternoon at Cameron Indoor Stadium 
in Durham, North Carolina. The unbeaten Blue 
Devils held a 13-point halftime lead and went 
on to a 93-73 victory as Army dropped to 5-1.

Rebounding was the difference for the 
Blue Devils, who held a 43-25 margin on the 
glass and scored 50 points in the paint. Amile 
Jefferson pulled down a game-high 12 boards, 
while Jahlil Okafor had a double-double with 
21 points and eight rebounds. Tyus Jones also 
scored in double figures with 16 and Quinn 
Cook and Rasheed Sulaimon each put in 13 as 
Duke improved to 7-0. 

Junior guard Kyle Wilson and junior 
forward Tanner Plomb led Army offensively 19 
points each and junior guard Dylan Cox finished 
with 11 for the Black Knights.

“I think the team did a good job handling 
the atmosphere,” head coach Zach Spiker said. 
“Duke is a very good basketball team. The 
difference in this game was the number of hustle 
plays and 50-50 balls from the free throw line 
ended up in made three-pointers. When you 
don’t do the little things well against a team like 
this, the gap gets bigger. When you want to close 
the gap, you have to get every single loose ball 
and we didn’t do that today.”

Army trailed 12-11 following Cox’s 
transition layup a little more than seven minutes 
into the contest. 

On Duke’s next possession, Jones drained 
a three pointer late in the shot clock to spark 
a run of nine consecutive points and 15 of the 
next 18 and the Blue Devils went up 27-14 at 
the seven-minute mark. 

Okafor scored six points of his 11 first-half 
points during the stretch and Duke had 28 points 
in the paint before intermission.

The Black Knights put in five of the next 
seven to trim the deficit to 10 when Wilson 
made three at the line on the other side of a 
media timeout. 

With two minutes to play in the first half, 
Wilson connected on a baseline jumper and a 
Duke miss led to a straightaway three-pointer by 
Luke Morrison. The triple pulled Army within 
nine (37-28) and prompted Duke to call timeout 
with 1:48 left.

Okafor had a dunk and Jones’ layup ended 
the scoring before the break. Wilson, the 
Patriot League’s leading scorer, had 17 points 
at halftime as Army went into the locker room 
facing a 41-28 hole, its largest of the season.

Army got within single digits when Cox 
finished his second straight layup at the rim a 
couple minutes into the period, before Duke 
extended the lead back to 15, where it hovered 
for the next five minutes.

Back-to-back Plomb threes cut Duke’s lead 
to 58-47 at 12:57 of the second half, but over a 
four-minute strech Duke pulled away with an 
18-4 run. Okafor slammed for two and then a 
pair at the line helped the home team regain its 
15-point advantage. 

Okafor went back to the line, where he made 
the first, and the Blue Devils pulled down the 
offensive rebound that led to a wide open three 
for Cook. The trip pushed Duke’s lead to 19 
at 10:57 and the run came to an end on a pair 
of Marshall Plumlee free throws with eight 
minutes remaining.

Plomb again hit consecutive jumpers, at the 
elbow and then a three, cutting the Duke cushion 
to 20 a minute later. 

The closest Army got was 18 on a Mo 
Williams free throw with two minutes left.

“We have got to do a better job tightening 
up our defense,” Spiker added. “I don’t think 
we did a very good job in guarding the drive 
tonight.”

FRIDAY (DEC. 5)

7:05 p.m.—HoCkEY vs. mERCYHuRst, tAtE 
RInk.

sAtuRDAY (DEC. 6)

All DAY—mEn’s AnD WomEn’s tRACk, 

Sports calendar
Corps Squad CRoWEll opEn, GIllIs FIElD HousE.

7:05 p.m.—HoCkEY vs. mERCYHuRst, tAtE RInk.

monDAY (DEC. 8)

7 p.m.—WomEn’s BAskEtBAll vs. st. FRAnCIs 
BRooklYn, CHRIstl AREnA.

tuEsDAY (DEC. 9)

7 p.m.—mEn’s BAskEtBAll vs. BRYAnt, 
CHRIstl AREnA.

tHuRsDAY (DEC. 11)

7 p.m.— mEn’s AnD WomEn’s sWImmInG vs. 
nAvY, CRAnDAll pool.

**to sEE tHE upComInG ARmY AtHlEtICs 
sCHEDulE, vIsIt WWW.GoARmYspoRts.Com.
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Army Hockey holds off Bentley, earns 2-1 victory

Magee earns All-ACRC MVP honors while Fargo, Huff garner accolades

By Matt Faulkner
Army Athletic Communications

Junior Luke Jenkins scored his first of the season and 
sophomore goalie Parker Gahagen turned aside 15 Bentley shots 
in the third period as the Army Hockey team halted a four-game 
skid with a 2-1 win over the Falcons Nov. 29 in Watertown, 
Massachusetts.

Army (4-10-2, 4-8-2 AHA) saw Jenkins and freshman 
forward Tyler Pham each tally goals, while senior forward 
Zak Zaremba posted a multi-point game with a pair of assists. 
Gahagen stopped 34 shots from Bentley to earn his fourth win 
of the season.

“Jenkins came in for Ryan Nick, who was out with an illness, 
and he had a great weekend for us,” said head coach Brian Riley. 
“I have felt all along that our team has depth and obviously he 
was a difference maker tonight.” 

Bentley (6-8-1, 4-41 AHA) got its lone goal from Alex 
Kubiak with assists to Billy Eiserman and Brett Switzer. Jayson 
Argue earned the start in net for the second-straight night and 
saved 27-of-29 shots in the loss. 

Pham gave the Black Knights the first lead of the game with 
11:05 left in the first period. Army disrupted a neutral zone break 
out from the Falcons and Josh Richards was able to get the puck 
to Zak Zaremba. The senior broke into the zone and dropped a 
pass back to Pham and he let a laser loose. The shot went to the 
short side on Argue for the 1-0 advantage. It was Pham’s team-
leading sixth goal of the season. 

Bentley evened the score with Kubiak jamming home a loose 
puck. A shot from Eiserman that looked to have hit Gahagen, but 
the netminder couldn’t locate the puck. It happened to be to his 
right and Kubiak was there for the rebound to tie the game at 1-1 
with 5:47 left in the first frame. 

The Black Knights regained the lead with Jenkins scoring his 
first of the year with a blast from the outside. He was setup by 
Zaremba and let one rip from the left point. Conor Andrle was 
providing a screen in front of Argue and the netminder couldn’t 
see the shot as the puck ended up in the back of the net for a 2-1 
lead going into the third period. Both Zaremba and Andrle were 
given assists on the play. 

Army had seven minutes of power play time following the 
Jenkins goal, but couldn’t solve Argue as the Black Knights 
got three shots on the netminder with the man advantage. They 
dominated the second period on the shot chart with a 15-8 
advantage. 

The third period was all about playing smart hockey for Army. 
The team played smart for 18 minutes of the third until the Black 
Knights took a penalty with less than two minutes left. Led by 

Gahagen, the Army penalty kill was able to deny the nation’s 
best power play and the Black Knights left town with the 2-1 
win. Gahagen made three amazing stops during the Falcon’s man 
advantage to preserve the win. 

“Your best penalty killer has to be the goaltender,” Riley 
stated. “He was that for us tonight and we had talked about 
playing for each other recently and you can really see that and 

when you have to go out and kill penalties and our guys came 
up huge tonight.” 

Army is now 3-1 when leading after two periods this season 
and Riley attributes that to playing smart hockey. 

“We talked about getting pucks deep when we had the 
chance,” Riley said. “We need to make smart changes and do 
all the little things.”

Freshman Tyler Pham scored his team-leading sixth goal of the season to help lead Army to a 2-1 win over 
Bentley Nov. 29 in Watertown, Massachusetts. Sophomore goalie Parker Gahagen stopped 34 shots and 
junior Luke Jenkins scored the game-winning goal in the victory.     Photo CouRtEsy of aRmy athlEtiC CommuniCations 

By Kelly Dumrauf
Army Athletic Communications

Senior captain Collum Magee has been named the 
American Collegiate Rugby Conference (ACRC) MVP 
and garnered first-team honors, highlighting a trio of Black 
Knights who earned All-ACRC recognition. Sophomore 
Andrew Fargo joins Magee on the first team while plebe David 
Huff earned Honorable Mention acknowledgment.

Magee earns the ACRC’s top honor, as voted on by ACRC 
coaches. The flanker finished second on the team in tries 
scored with nine and third in points scored with 45. 

He led the team to four victories over nationally ranked 
opponents, scoring the game winning try against Kutztown 
en route to earning Army Athletic Association Athlete of the 
Week honors. The senior added tries in all but two of Army’s 
nine games.

“It is a real honor to be named the All-ACRC MVP,” 
said Magee. “I owe all thanks and credit to my brothers and 
coaches who supported me this season which allowed me 
to earn this award. Without them, it would not have been 
possible.”

In addition to his All-ACRC and Army Athletic 
Association honors, Magee was named the D1A Player of 
the Week on Oct. 23.

“Magee is big for us and in ways that don’t always show 
up in the stat sheet,” said head coach Mike Mahan. “He’s 
just all over the field for us on defense as well as offense. So, 
he’s a pest to the other team and he’s always the guy who is 
in support. He is truly our leader on the field.”

Joining Magee on the first team is center Andrew Fargo.
Fargo started in all nine contests as a sophomore for the 

Black Knights, finishing third in tries scored with four and 
fifth in total points with 20. He registered a key score in the 

team’s upset over Penn State and scored in four of the team’s 
nine games.

“I am thrilled to be selected to the All-ACRC first team, but 
ever more honored to represent my team alongside our captain, 
Collum Magee,” Fargo added. “Playing as a brother for Army 
rugby has been an unbelievable experience. The atmosphere 
created by our team’s work ethic and learning from all of the 
players around me has been invaluable. Our team is coming 
off of an exceptional fall season and is motivated going into 
off-season training.”

Also earning All-ACRC recognition was plebe wing 
David Huff.

The freshman started in all nine games for Army, leading 
the team in tries scored with 11 and total points with 55. 
The Alaska native scored in eight of the team’s nine games 
including adding key points in victories over Penn State and 
service academy rival Air Force.


