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Rice awarded for a life of inspirational service
Dr. Condoleezza Rice is presented with the Sylvanus Thayer Award Monday during a dinner inside Washington Hall. Pictured above, Rice waves to the Corps 
after receiving the medallion from retired Lt. Gen. Larry Jordan, Association of Graduates chairman of the board, and U.S. Military Academy Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Robert Caslen Jr. See Page 4 for story and photos.                                                                                                                                                         Mike strasser/PV
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POinter View  news & Features

By West Point Garrison Public Affairs

At the direction of the USMA superintendent, 
West Point has organized the West Point Civilian 
Employee Council. The purpose of this new 
council is to serve an as advisory panel to the 
superintendent and other West Point leadership, 
as well as a forum for non-bargaining unit 
employees. 

The council will meet and explore issues and 
concerns of importance to the workforce; then 
work actions as required. The council represents 
the West Point non-bargaining unit civilian 
workforce, less Title 10 employees, since they 
have their own specific council. To accomplish 
the mission, the council will strive to provide 
leadership in caring for the workforce, promote 
professionalism, foster diversity and promote 
high standards of conduct to ensure that West 
Point excels in its mission to produce “leaders 
of character.”

The council is chaired by the deputy garrison 

commander and led by an executive committee 
comprised of senior civilian employees from 
each command on West Point as designated by 
the organizational leadership and appointed by 
the superintendent.

However, every full-time, non-bargaining 
unit civilian employee on West Point, less Title 10 
personnel, is a member of the council and invited 
to attend council meetings. Interested military 
personnel are welcome to attend as guests. The 
only topics or issues the council will not entertain 
are individual issues or union related issues, as 
these have channels already established to work 
issues.

The initial meeting for the West Point Civilian 
Employee Council is scheduled 1 p.m. Oct. 17 
in the Superintendent’s Conference Room in 
Taylor Hall. Anyone interested in submitting a 
topic for the agenda should send the details to 
wpcec@usma.edu no later than Sunday. Provide 
a point of contact and contact number in the event 
clarification on the topic is required.

Fellow Soldiers,

As we continue to reshape and 
strengthen our Army, while reducing 
our end strength, be assured that 
the Army will not waver in its 
commitment to take care of Soldiers, 
civilians and their families. I want 
the Army to remain an institution in 
which each of you is proud to serve 
and with which you are proud to stay 
connected. 

In July 2012, I established the 
Army’s Soldier for Life program 
(http://www.SoldierForLife.
army.mil) to connect the Army, 
gove rnmen t  agenc ie s ,  non -
governmental organizations, private 
companies and communities across 
America in an effort to assist 
Soldiers, retired Soldiers, veterans 
and their families with the process 
of integrating into civilian society.

T h r o u g h  S F L ,  w e  a r e 
synchronizing the efforts of more 
than 46,000 organizations, allowing 
Soldiers to “Start Strong, Serve 
Strong, Reintegrate Strong and 
Remain Strong.”

Recently, the Army’s Soldier for 
Life program refocused its efforts to ensure Soldiers have the support required for their 
continued success during every phase of service, not just during the transition process. 
To support this effort, Secretary McHugh and I have approved several initiatives that 
reflect the Army’s commitment to the Soldier for Life mindset. 

Each of you should take a moment to review the key changes at http://soldierforlife.
army.mil/initiatives. 

These initiatives include: Soldier for Life Buttons and Badges—The lapel buttons 
and badges worn by veterans and retired Soldiers have been modified to closely resemble 
the Soldier for Life logo. These devices allow veterans and retired Soldiers to display 
a symbol of their status as Soldiers for Life.

Soldier for Life–Transition Assistance Program (formerly ACAP)—On Oct. 1, the 
Army implemented what will be commonly referred to as the Transition Soldier Life 
Cycle.  To complement Transition Soldier Life Cycle, the Army’s Transition Assistance 
Program, formerly known as Army Career and Alumni Program is adopting a new look 
and name as part of the effort to synchronize Soldier for Life initiatives.

Soldier for Life Centers—Synchronizing the efforts of Soldier for Life—related 
services on our installations furthers our goal of allowing Soldiers to “Start Strong, 
Serve Strong, Reintegrate Strong and Remain Strong.”

Your service to our nation is essential to its continued freedom and prosperity. Thank 
you for your contributions and sacrifices, and for choosing to serve. 

All Soldier for Life efforts demonstrate the Army’s sincere and enduring gratitude 
to the Army family.  

Once a Soldier, Always a Soldier ... A Soldier for Life!

       Raymond T. Odierno
      General, 38th Chief of Staff
      United States Army

Stay connected—Be a Soldier for Life

West Point Civilian Employee Council is 
organized, meeting scheduled Oct. 17

Holiday
Safety 
Message

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond T. 
Odierno

USMA Superintendent Lt. 
Gen. Robert Caslen Jr.
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America cannot tire of its leadership role, Rice says
By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

When Gen. Douglas MacArthur addressed the Corps upon 
receiving the Thayer Award in 1962, the historic speech he 
delivered became immortalized as “Duty, Honor, Country.”

The passionate words of Dr. Condoleezza Rice, the 57th 
recipient of the Sylvanus Thayer Award, may be remembered as 
the “We the People” speech.

At the Thayer Award dinner inside Washington Hall Monday, 
Rice spoke of America being at its best when it leads from 
power and principle with the core belief that people should live 
in freedom.

“There probably never has been in the history of mankind a 
more powerful military force than the United States of America’s 
military—global in its reach, capable beyond much of human 
comprehension,” she said. “It is indeed a powerful, powerful 
force. But it has been dedicated to using that power to try and 
make the world a better place; to see the world not as it is, but   
the world as it should be.”

Rice recalled her experience at the White House on 9/11 when 
the nation’s psyche was shattered with the realization that terrorist 
threats were no longer just “out there” but at home.

“From that day forward, nothing would ever be the same,” 
she said. “Our conception of security would never be the same.”

Every day after would seem like Sept. 12 to her as the U.S. 
continues to stay vigilant against future threats.

“The challenges go on, the threats remain, but one thing 
is certain—we are up to the task because we have on our side 
not just what we have done for the world ... but who we are. 
Remembering who we are is really the core of our inspiration. 
‘We the people’ is not an exclusive concept. ‘We the People’ is 
not bound by ethnicity, nationality or religion. Ours has been a 
history of expanding the conception of ‘We the People’ to become 
ever-more inclusive every day.”

It’s a creed that acknowledges people of humble origins can 
rise to accomplish great things. The Constitution, she said, is a 
remarkable, evergreen document which helps America expand 
the concept of “We the People.”

“‘We the People’ was also not bound by class. You were not to 
be a prisoner of the circumstances of your birth,” Rice said. “But 
rather through hard work, through energy and ultimately a high-
quality education, you were to be able to access that belief that it 
doesn’t matter where you came from but where you are going.” 

Rice acknowledged that there is still work to be done. When 
high-quality education can be determined by the zip code a person 
resides in, that “We the People” concept has not been fulfilled.

“When you defend America, remember that you are not 
defending a country that proclaims perfection,” Rice said. “You 
are defending a country that simply promises to try to get better, 
day after day.”

Rice, an economics professor at Stanford Graduate School of 
Business, said she knows how students become tired. The former 
secretary of state and national security advisor also knows how 
nations become weary after prolonged periods of war. 

She said America has long taken the lead on the world stage, 
with a clear vision of how history ought to unfold toward freedom 
for humankind.

“I know that the burdens of leadership are sometimes heavy. 
I know, too, that Americans are sometimes tired of those burdens 
of leadership, wondering why can’t someone else take this mantle 
and move forward,” Rice said. “But we know there is no one else 
to take up this mantle of leadership. We know that those who 
might take up the mantle of leadership are those who might not 
share our values and our interests.”

She said there is one reason why America must continue to 
bear that burden.

“Let me assure you of one thing,” she said. “The terrorists 

Former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice addressed the Corps of Cadets Monday inside Washington 
Hall after receiving the 2014 Sylvanus Thayer Award medallion.  Following her acceptance speech, Class 
of 2015 Cadet Austin Welch, brigade commander, presents Rice with a cadet saber on behalf of the Corps 
of Cadets.                                                                                                                            Photos by Mike strasser/PV

57th recipient of Sylvanus Thayer Award talks to Corps on values, 9/11 and the Constitution
are not tired. Great powers that behave badly ... are not tired. We 
cannot afford to be tired either.”

History has shown time after time that America has never 
strayed from its responsibilities to lead and promote freedom 
throughout the world. Rice said America will continue to do so 
with a sense of inspiration and purpose.

“And you, the men and women of West Point, will help to 
inspire us,” Rice said. “You will inspire us with the traditions 
of this place which has inspired you. You will inspire us by the  
heritage of which you are the rightful heirs, and you will inspire 
us because you believe in duty, honor and country.”

Introducing Rice at the podium was retired Lt. Gen. Larry 
Jordan, Association of Graduates chairman of the board.

“Dr. Rice, I can say with supreme confidence that the 
presence of your name on West Point’s Thayer Award plaque 
greatly enriches the history of our alma mater,” Jordan said. 

Prior to the Thayer Award dinner, Condoleezza Rice spoke privately with a group of cadets at the 
Superintendent’s Conference Room.                                             Photo by anthony battista/DPtMs Visual inforMation branch
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(Left)  Class of 2018 
Cadets Lindsay Kernan 
and Luke Beaulieu work 
on the command of 
“salute” with Justice, a 
service dog from Puppies 
Behind Bars. (Right) 
Class of 2018 Cadets 
Justine Rennekamp and 
Deon Wells joined 103 
cadets for training on 
how to socialize service 
dogs  f rom Pupp ies 
Behind Bars. Puppies 
Behind Bars trains canine 
companions in local 
prisons for wounded 
veterans. Cadets and 
members of the West 
Point and surrounding 
communities provide 
opportunities to socialize 
the dogs outside of 
prison and prepare them 
for service.  
                        courtesy Photos

Training with canine companions
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Cadets join experts on conflict transformation

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The Center for the Study of Civil-Military 
Operations hosted a workshop on conflict 
transformation in Kosovo Sept. 25 during its 
2014 Fall Conference at the Thayer Hotel.

“Conflict transformation, as opposed to 
post-conflict reconstruction, refers to the 
intervention actions taken by a nation in another 
when violence is still occurring,” Class of 2016 
Cadet Aaron Churchill said. “It’s an important 
subject to understand because many of our most 
recent wars heavily involve this activity.” 

Churchill studied this subject while 
attending a five-week summer program abroad 
at the American University of Kosovo. He 
shared what he learned during one of two panel 
discussions which focused on the tactical and 
strategic aspects of the Kosovo mission.

“Stopping a humanitarian calamity in 
Kosovo, routing global terrorists in Afghanistan, 
removing a threatening rogue regime in Iraq, 
preventing the violent demise of Haiti—all 
conflict transformation operations, all military 
involvement,” he said. “The subject is not 
trained or taught enough in our military, and 
our track record as an Army in conducting 
intervention activities shows that.”

Fifteen years after the war in Kosovo 
ended and peacekeeping operations allowed 
the country to rebuild itself as a republic, the 
distinguished group of panelists included 
several who had boots-on-the-ground impact 
in those efforts. The conference opened with an 
address from Atifete Jahjaga, the president of the 
Republic of Kosovo, who shared lessons learned 
from the war and the subsequent peacekeeping 
efforts which helped shape the nation. Also 
contributing to the day’s dialogue were Brig. 
Gen. Xhavit Gashi, the Kosovo Defense Attache 
to the U.S., and Kosovo Ambassador Akan 

Ismaili.
Class of 2017 Cadet Michael Giles, a 

Human Geography major, has attended other 
CSCMO and club events and was impressed 
with the wealth of experience at this workshop.

“The diversity of people’s backgrounds at 
the event did an incredible job of looking at the 
conflict in Kosovo from different perspectives,” 
Giles said. “I particularly valued hearing 
about the experiences of the civilian panelists. 
Being a cadet means that your exposure to the 
observations of people outside of the military 
is a tad limited. This conference gave me a 
chance to see fresh, unique ideas from credible 
non-military sources, which I believe focused 
on certain human elements of the conflict that 
military people often overlook.”

Among the panelists were Michael Ness, 
who served as a military planner in 1999 during 
the intervention in Kosovo, and Jock Covey, the 
deputy special representative of the secretary 
general for UN Interim Administration in 
Kosovo. Both had instructed Churchill during 
his time in Kosovo and provided real-world 
lessons.

“Well I can tell you I never asked ‘why 
are we learning this’ in any of their classes,” 
Churchill, a Systems Engineering major, said. 
“Every lesson, every piece of theory they taught, 
they related to a real life experience. Many of 
their lessons were hard-learned through failures 
and unique experiences during their own 
careers. Maybe I won’t have to live through 
a few of those same failures having already 
learned from Mike and Jock.”

Giles  sa id  unders tanding conf l ic t 
transformation is essential to understanding 
conflict itself. Securing the peace goes beyond 
eliminating the bad guys, he said.

“There are many civil and economic issues 
that must be addressed after you deal with the 
immediate tactical concern of killing the enemy. 

As leaders on today’s battlefield, it is critical 
to understand the unique relationship that the 
civil and military sectors have with each other,” 
Giles said. “Hence, conferences like this do an 
excellent job of exploring that relationship and 
means to address current civ-mil challenges.”

Facilitating the event were members 
of the Cadet Community on Civil-Military 
Operations. Class of 2017 Cadet Caitlin LaNeve 
joined the club last year and now serves as the 
communications officer (S-6). 

“I am naturally drawn to how different areas 
of the world work together and why they work 
together and this club helps in our understanding 
of the world, foreign and domestic,” she said.

Having been involved in numerous CSCMO 
events, she said this conference had something 
to offer everyone.

“Every person who attended the conference, 
cadet or not, was incredibly respectful and came 
prepared to ask questions and delve further into 
the information presented,” she said. “Each 
panelist also gave advice pertaining to more 
than just Kosovo. My biggest lesson learned 
from the conference can be summed up by 
even though we have seen massive successes, 
we cannot possibly apply them to every 
situation. There are far too many variables in 
each situation to accurately apply a one-fits-all 
solution.”

Center for the Study of Civil-Military Operations 
hosts fall conference on Kosovo case study

Brig. Gen. Xhavit Gashi, 
Kosovar Defense Attache 
to the U.S., was an active 
member of the NATO 
Operational Planning 
Team Workshops and 
had a leading role in the 
establishment of the 
future Kosovo Security 
F o r c e s .  H e  s p o k e 
about his experience 
as a soldier during 
the Kosovo War and 
explained on a tactical 
level what he saw from 
the U.S. involvement in 
the conflict. 

Members of the Cadet Community on Civil-Military Operations greet the 
president of Kosovo, Atifete Jahjaga, following her address at the conflict 
transformation workshop Sept. 25 at Thayer Hotel. 

Class of 2016 Cadet Michael Kerwin joined a distinguished panel of experts 
who spoke on the strategic and operational levels of the Kosovo mission, and 
how the United Nations integrated into the process. Kerwin had studied civil 
security in Germany at the George C. Marshall Center for Security Studies.

As leaders on today’s battlefield, it is critical to understand the unique 
relationship that the civil and military sectors have with each other.
                                               Class of 2017 Cadet Michael Giles

“ ”
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

The Keller Army Community Hospital held 
a ceremony for two military personnel, 1st Lt. 
Shelly Respecki of the National Guard and 1st 
Lt. Gabriel Valdez at the 49er Lodge Oct. 3. 

Respecki and Valdez graduated as physician 
assistants by completing Phase 2 of the 
Interservice Physician Assistant Program at 
KACH.

Respecki of the New York Army National 
Guard in Buffalo, New York, was born and 
raised in Erie, Pennsylvania. Respecki was an 
athlete and attended Niagara University on a 
basketball scholarship.

 After graduation, Respecki taught 
Mathematics and coached basketball in the 
Millcreek High School district. Respecki 
then coached college basketball at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, Clarion University 
of Pennsylvania (earning a Master of Education 
in the process), Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh and then at Colgate University in 
Hamilton, New York. Respecki joined the 
National Guard in 2009.

“I came in (to the National Guard) as an 
Intelligence Officer,” Respecki said. “Then 
I found out about the Physician Assistant 
Program. It was along my path and thought it 
was worthwhile. It took two years to get here. 
The program is very hard; you have to maintain 
an 80 average. We lose a lot of people through 
failure.”

Respecki was accepted into the IPAP in 
October 2011 and started Phase 1 in San Antonio 
in April 2012. Respecki will be assigned as a 
physician assistant to the NYARNG.

Valdez, from San Antonio, joined the Army 
Reserves and attended basic training between 
his junior and senior years of high school. 

After graduation from high school, Valdez 

joined the active duty Army and served 11 years 
as a combat medic and flight medic. He achieved 
the rank of sergeant first class.

Valdez served with Army MEDDAC at 
Fort Wainwright, Alaska, and the 160th Special 
Operations Aviation Regiment. 

He volunteered to deploy to Iraq in 2004 
serving 12 months with the 1/9th Mechanized 
Infantry Battalion, and completed six additional 
deployments for Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation 
New Dawn while serving as a 160th SOAR 
Flight Medic.

While a flight medic, Valdez achieved his 
EMT-Paramedic Licensure, Civilian flight 
Paramedic Licensure and his associate degree.

“I am very excited that this is all happening,” 
Valdez said. “I can’t wait to get started. I’ve 
been a medic since I first started so I thought 
this was a logical step.”

Valdez will be headed to Korea as a 
physician assistant.

Col. Alan Beitler, a surgeon at KACH,  
was the guest speaker and instead of a speech, 
challenged the audience to trivia questions about 
physician assistants. 

The audience learned, among other things, 
that the first physician assistant program began 
at Duke University with four Navy Corpsmen 
and three graduated.

“This is a difficult program,” Beitler said. 
“The program’s standards are very high.”

The Interservice Physician Assistant 
Program is sponsored through the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center College of Medicine. 

The IPAP program is a 29-month program 
with the successful candidate receiving a 
master’s degree and commissioning as a first 
lieutenant. In lieu of a four-year degree, a 
candidate must have 60 transferable credits 
from an accredited college before he or she can 
attend the IPAP.

Lieutenants graduate as physican assistants

Deputy Commander for Clinical Services Col. Jeffery Lawson presents 1st. 
Lt. Shelly Respecki her Physician Assistant diploma at the 49er Lodge Oct. 3 
as Maj. Richard Acevedo, Phase 2 clinical coordinator, reads the citation at 
the podium.

Col. Jeffrey Lawson, deputy commander for clinical services, presents 1st Lt.  
Gabriel Valdez his Physician Assistant diploma and his commissioning as Maj. 
Richard Acevedo reads the citation.
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CADET ACTIVITIES UPDATE

By NSRDEC Public Affairs

The U.S. Military Academy and the U.S. Army Natick 
Soldier Research, Development and Engineering Center have 
mutual interest in identifying research opportunities from within 
NSRDEC, for execution within USMA’s academic departments 
and its centers, resulting in a Memorandum of Understanding 
to collaborate on researching innovative technologies such as 
methods to harvest energy on the battlefield to lighten Soldiers’ 
load, and reduce dependency on batteries.

Research will be conducted through year-long programs 
across multiple departments. The cadet teams will deliver final 
briefings during Projects Day presentations at the U.S. Military 
Academy and additional research will include the West Point 
Cadet Leadership Development Training, or CLDT, which will 
take place in 2015.

The formal agreement involves joint collaborative research 

projects between NSRDEC and West Point, encouraging 
exchange visits by researchers, faculty and cadets to each site, 
with both organizations allowing access to facilities, training 
sites, research staff, historical data and field equipment. 

The collaboration will also focus on the creation of an 
‘experimental squad’ structure using West Point’s senior class 
annual field training exercise as a test platform where several 
NSRDEC technologies will be deployed with cadets in the CLDT. 
The intense, 10-day field problem centers on leader development 
and allows every cadet to rotate through leadership positions 
based on the Army’s elite Ranger school.

During this training, there will be one experimental platoon 
among the 24 cadet platoons. This platoon will be equipped with 
Energy Harvesting Technologies, a NSRDEC developed Mission 
Planning Tool, and cadets will assist NSRDEC in the development 
of Nett Warrior Apps to be used on enabled handheld devices to 
enhance future leader awareness of emerging technology and the 

importance of integrating this technology. 
Other technology thrust areas include research focusing on 

the specific relationships between Soldier load and biomechanics; 
thermal modeling and simulations related to flame retardant 
textiles; anthropometry and anthropology studies regarding the 
shape of the human head in relation to the shape of the ballistic 
helmet; development of an individual cooling system; and means 
to reduce the energy consumption and improve the survivability 
for expeditionary basing shelters.

NSRDEC is an Army research and development laboratory 
with the dedicated mission to maximize the warfighter’s 
survivability, sustainability, mobility, combat effectiveness and 
quality of life by treating the Soldier as a system. 

The organization has long had a close relationship with West 
Point—hosting cadets during summer internships, collaborating 
on research projects associated with Soldier protection and 
sponsoring scientific information exchanges.

NSRDEC, West Point collaborate to support 
innovative Soldier science, technology

Staff Reports

A ribbon-cutting ceremony outside 
Spellman Hall  Oct. 3 officially recognized 
the opening of the Army Cyber Institute at 
West Point.

The institute, under the leadership 
of Col. Greg Conti, will be the Army’s 
premier cyberspace resource and provide 
responsive strategic insight and subject 

matter expertise on complex issues in this 
digital age. Additionally, the ACI will conduct 
outreach and partnership efforts to facilitate 
information exchange across the joint force, 
industry and government, and also leverage 
academy expertise for high-quality research 
and education.

Further details on the Army Cyber 
Institute will be provided in next week’s 
Pointer View.

Army Cyber Inst i tute 
officially opens at West Point

Secretary of the Army John McHugh, Col. Greg Conti and USMA 
Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert Caslen Jr. participate in the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony Oct. 3 outside Spellman Hall for the Army Cyber Institute.                       
                                                                                                       Mike strasser/PV

Polish Forum: Kosciuszko Squadron 
Polish Forum cadets joined scores of New York 
Metropolitan Area Polish veterans’ groups, 
social, scouting, church organizations, student 
clubs and diplomatic delegations at the 77th 
General Casimir Pulaski Parade, honoring the 
Revolutionary War hero known as “Father of the 
American Cavalry.” Led by KSquad cadet-in-
charge, Class of 2016 Cadet Nick Mendenhall, 
cadets assisted in visiting Archbishop Jozef 
Kupny of Wroclaw, Poland, during celebration 
of the Parade Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
Afterward, cadets were guests of honor at the 
Parade Breakfast along with metropolitan civic 
and government leaders, including Parade 
Grand Marshall Richard Berdnik, Sheriff of 
Passaic County, New Jersey. At a post-parade 
reception hosted by the Kosciuszko Foundation, 
cadets met with members of Polish student clubs 
and toured Foundation headquarters with its 
president, Professor John Micgiel. 

Equestrian: The West Point Equestrian 
team traveled Oct. 5 to the Briarwood Farm in 
Somerville, New Jersey and participated in the 
team’s 2nd annual horse show. 

The West Point team placed second overall 
with Class of 2016 Cadet Madeleine Arnold 
placing first in Class 5 and Class of 2017 Cadet 
Alexandra Vinson placing first in Class 2A. 

Mixed Martial Arts: The West Point 
Combatives team took first place in the Expert 
Pankration Division of the 2014 NAPAGA 
Tournament in Boston, Massachusetts. 

The club supported their first female 
Pankration participant, Class of 2018 Cadet 
Erica Forktus, who claimed a championship 
in her first Pankration competition. She placed 
first in the under 130 lbs. division despite 
only weighing 103 lbs. Class of 2017 Cadet 
John Santos was bumped to the heavyweight 
bracket due to lack of participants in the 202 

lbs. expert division, but he still breezed through 
the heavyweight bracket finishing all opponents. 

Individual Champions (Expert Pankration): 
Class of 2018 Cadet Erica Forktus, (under 130 
lbs.); Class of 2017 Cadet John Santos, (over 
200 lbs.); Class of 2015 Cadet Karlo Miller, (155 
lbs.); Runners Up: Class of 2015 Cadet Dylan 
Jankovich, (145 lbs.); Class of 2015 Cadet Tom 
Curran, (185 lbs.); Bronze: Class of 2017 Cadet 
Tom Clark, (145 lbs.).

Cycling: The West Point Cycling team 
concluded a successful FY14 track season by 
competing in the 2014 Collegiate Track National 
Championships at Major Taylor Velodrome in 
the Indy Cycloplex, just four miles outside of 
downtown Indianapolis.

The West Point Cycling team finished fourth 
overall in Division II (Team Omniums) and 
defeated the U.S. Air Force Military Academy 
(sixth).

The men’s team pursuit (Class of 2015 
Cadet Kevin Carringer, Class of 2016 Cadets 
Kenny Dailey and Alberto Castro, and Class of 
2017 Cadet DJ Serrano) also defeated Air Force. 

For their efforts the whole team received 
Silver Stars: Carringer, Dailey, Castro, Serrano, 
Class of 2016 Cadets Alex Solares, Jinny Yan, 
Joel Lester and Tom Huxtable, and Class of 
2017 Cadets Adam Ruff and Jack Rector.

Sailing: The West Point Sailing team 
defeated the U.S. Naval Academy team Sept. 
20-21 at a service academy regatta on the 
Chesapeake Bay. With light-wind conditions on 
the first day, the cadets got off to a slow start. 
Finishing in the bottom half of the competition 
meant they had to work from behind to catch up 
the next day. However, they did so in a powerful 
way. The team came charging back and finished 
first. At the end of the weekend, the team stood 
in front of Navy and only two points away from 
the podium.
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WPWC’s Cookbook and Gift Shoppe Hours

The West Point Women’s Club’s newest cookbook “Eat, 
Drink & Beat Navy” is available at the West Point Women’s 
Club Gift Shoppe.

The Gift Shoppe is located inside Bldg. 695, the white 
building in the parking lot behind the Cemetery off Washington 
Road. The Gift Shoppe is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays in 
October.

The Gift Shoppe will also be doing special openings 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Friday in Cullum Hall for the West Point Parents’ Weekend, 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 24 at the USMAPS Multi-Purpose Room 
for the USMAPS Parents’ Weekend and from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in 
the WPWC Gift Shoppe.

The Notre Dame Club of Mid-Hudson Valley
The Notre Dame Club of the Mid-Hudson Valley is looking 

for members from the West Point community. 
They are a service organization made up of 60 percent 

alumni and 40 percent non-alumni. Everyone is welcome to 
become members. 

October events include ND/UNC football game Saturday 
and the Hudson Valley ALS Walk Oct. 19. 

For details, contact Les McCarthy at les@macdulac.com.  

WPWC October Wine and Paint
The West Point Women’s Club’s October Wine and 

Paint in commemoration of Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
is scheduled 5 p.m. Oct. 16 at the West Point Arts and 
Crafts Center for a night of painting “Ribbons of Hope’’ in 
commemoration of Breast Cancer Awareness. 

The event is BYOB ... so bring your favorite drink of choice.
There is a cost for the event, which includes the canvas, 

paint and supplies, as well as fruit and cheese trays and some 
door prizes.

RSVP no later than Tuesday to WPWCReservations@gmail.
com. We are limited to 40 people, so get your reservations in 
now. This is event is open to all dues-paying members in good 
standing.

Protestant Women of the Chapel event
Protestant Women of the Chapel is hosting a special event 9 

a.m.-3:30 p.m. Oct. 25 at the West Point Post Chapel on Biddle 
Loop with guest speaker, Sarah McKinney. 

This year’s theme is “More than a song–Worship” and 
all women are invited and encouraged to attend regardless of 
denomination or religious affiliation. 

There is a registration/donation fee, which includes a light 
breakfast and lunch during the event. 

For details, check out West Point PWOC on Facebook or 
send an email to wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

Protestant Women of the Chapel Bible Studies
Protestant Women of the Chapel is offering Bible studies 

during the year 9-11 a.m. Wednesdays and 7-9 p.m. Thursdays 
at the Post Chapel. 

For details, check PWOC on Facebook at West Point PWOC 
or email them at wp.pwoc@gmail.com. OUTSIDE THE GATES

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Personally Owned Firearms range
A “Personally Owned Firearm/s” marksmanship day will 

be hosted by DPTMS Range operations and the West Point 
Hunt Club 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Oct. 25 at Range 5 Gettysburg 
(Route 293).  

This event is for all authorized DOD card holders and 
a two guest maximum. Ensure to bring hearing and eye 
protection along with necessary targets.  

For details, call Alec M. Lazore at 938-3007.

Boscobel Fireworks
A great fireworks display will be set off in the Hudson River 

by Cold Springs and Boscobel, and will be a wonderful sight 
from Trophy Point Friday.  

The Hudson Highlands Land Trust is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary with a Gala at Boscobel, culminating in the 
fireworks show. For details, call 949-632-0777.

Horticulture lecture
The Garden Club of the Highlands is sponsoring a lecture 

by horticulture expert Michael Graber at the Highland Falls 
Public Library 6:30 p.m. Oct. 16. 

The lecture is free and open to the public. Refreshments 
will be provided.

39th annual Apple Time Fair
The Cornwall Presbyterian Church will be holding its 39th 

annual Apple Time Fair, at 222 Hudson Street, Cornwall-on-
Hudson, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 18, rain or shine.  

Come early for homemade apple pies, baked goods, 
handmade crafts and holiday items. Check out the books, toys 
and jewelry and explore Grandma’s Bargain Basement.  

Enjoy the gourmet coffee corner, while the kids participate 
in the children’s activities. Call 534-2903 or visit www.
CornwallPresbyterian.org for more details.

West Point Foundry: 1817 – 1911 and Beyond 
The Hudson Highlands Nature Museum in partnership with 

the Cornwall Presbyterian Church presents the Fall Evening 
Speakers Series: West Point Foundry: 1817 – 1911 and Beyond. 

This lecture is scheduled 7:30 p.m. Oct. 21 at the Cornwall 
Presbyterian Fellowship Hall, 222 Hudson Street, Cornwall-
on-Hudson. 

The West Point Foundry in Cold Spring was one of the first 
major industrial sites in the United States. At its peak during 
the Civil War it manufactured cannons, which were crucial to 
the Union victory. Join the discussion about the Foundry’s story 
from its early years to its current status as a preserve.  

Refreshments are available. For details, visit hhnm.org or 
call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.  

Fall Nature Strollers—a hiking group for families with 
young children

Join the Nature Strollers, a hiking group for families with 
babies, toddlers and young children, 10 a.m. every Thursday 
through Nov. 13.

Come take a one-hour hike at the Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center on Muser Drive, across 
from 174 Angola Road, Cornwall. 

The Nature Strollers will follow the gentle trails of the 
Outdoor Discovery Center and explore the field, pond and 
forest. They meet at the Visitors Center. 

There is admission, while Museum members are free. For 
details, visit www.hhnm.org or call 845-534-5506, ext. 204.

Our Lady of 121st Street
The West Point community is invited to the 6th annual 

Veterans Day event on Broadway, Nov. 10 at Studio 54. The 
show and reception are free of charge to active-duty service 
members, veterans and their families.

This year’s event is a play reading of “Our Lady of 121st 
Street.” 

The cast includes Desmin Borges, Elizabeth Rodriguez, 
Heidi Schreck and Tracie Thoms. 

Get tickets and more details at aitaf.bpt.me.

Consignment/Thrift sale
Looking for a bargain? St. John’s in Cornwall will be hosting 

a consignment/thrift sale 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 18.  
Many clothing items will be a small fee per bag and there 

is a special consignment section with name brand items.
There will also be household items and baked goods for sale.
St. John’s is located at 66 Clinton Avenue in Cornwall.  
For details, email consignment@stjohnscornwall.org.

cOmmunity

Civilian Education Program
The USAG-West Point Command supports efforts by 

employees to improve their “educational fitness” by releasing 
employees for three hours/week to attend college classes. 

These hours are in conjunction with lunch twice a week.
The Army Education Center will be offering courses 11:30 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. as part of the Civilian Education Program. 
The program is designed to optimize organizational readiness 

and work performance by improving educational achievement. 
The following classes will run during the second session:
• Session 2—Tuesday-Dec. 12:
MGT 210 Entrepreneurship: Building a Business—(Mon., 

Wed.) St. Thomas Aquinas;
BUS 3180 Developing Leadership Skills—(Tues., Thurs.) 

Mount St. Mary College.
For details, contact Erica Rodriquez (STAC) at 845-446-

2555 or Erodrigu@stac.edu or Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535 
or Sharon.seidule@msmc.edu.

Army Personnel Testing programs
The Army Education Center at West Point offers Army 

Personnel Testing (APT) programs such as the AFCT, DLAB, 
DLPT, SIFT through the DA and DLI.  

Tests are free of charge to Soldiers. Call the Testing Center 
at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@us.army.mil for details or 
an appointment.

DANTES testing
The Army Education Center at West Point offers academic 

testing programs through the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional Education Support (DANTES) such as the SAT and 
ACT. Pearson VUE offers licensing and certification exams. Most 
tests are free of charge to Soldiers.

Call the Testing Center at 938-3360 or email gwenn.wallace@
us.army.mil for details or an appointment. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center here at West Point. 
Undergraduate schools offering classes and POCs are: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535 

or email Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-2555 

or email ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Graduate studies:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice—Master’s degree 

in public administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or   
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University—Master’s degrees in school 
counseling, mental health counseling and marriage and family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or email 
marybeth.leggett @liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between Starbucks and Subway).

IETD Computer Training Program
The Information Education and Technology Division is 

offering computer courses that include Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Outlook, computer skills, keyboard typing skills lab, Dell XT3 
Tablet, Lenovo Tablet and Apple iPad information system.  

Most courses are held over three days, 1-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday. Courses are offered to O/Dean Staff and Faculty, and if 
space permits, to other departments and USMA affiliates (tenant 
organizations, USMA spouses and volunteers.)  

Courses are held in Jefferson Memorial Library (Bldg. 758), 
4th Floor, Room 414 (IETD Classroom).   

For details, contact Thomas A. Gorman at 938-1186 or email  
Thomas.Gorman@usma.edu. 
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

BODYPUMP 91
Join the MWR Fitness Center for the launch of BODYPUMP 

91 8 a.m. Oct. 18. New moves and new tracks are offered.  
This launch will be Halloween themed, so come dressed in 

your costume. 
Registration is underway. For details, call 938-6490.

Fall events with Outdoor Recreation Equipment Center
The MWR Outdoor Recreation Equipment Center hosts 

instructional activities and trips right here at West Point.
Upcoming activities are listed below:

• Cadet Paintball Classic at Lake Fredrick the weekend of 
Oct. 18-19. Don’t have your own equipment? The MWR Outdoor 
Recreation Equipment Center has you covered. 

We will be at the event renting full paintball packages that 
will include all of the equipment you need to play. 

• Rock Climbing Discovery—1-4 p.m, Oct. 25. Discover 
the challenges of rock climbing with the Outdoor Recreation 
Equipment Center. 

You will learn all about rock climbing including the 
equipment and basic techniques, as well as get to climb on a 
real outdoor rock wall. 

To register for a class or for details, contact OREC at 938-
0123.

Opening Day of Rifl e Hunt Lottery
Registration is ongoing at Round Pond Recreation Area seven 

days a week 8 a.m.-5 p.m. for the Rifl e Hunt Lottery 
The lottery is scheduled 6 p.m. Nov. 6 at the Victor Constant 

Ski Slope. 
You must pre-register to participate. 
For details, call 938-2503.

MWR Haunted House
The annual MWR Haunted House is a family fun event 

scheduled 6-9 p.m. Oct. 24 at Camp Buckner. Refreshments and 
activities will be available for kids of all ages. 

There is a minimal fee for this event. Receive a $2 discount  
if you wear your costume. Families of deployed service members  
enter free of charge. Suggested age is 8 and older for the haunted 
house. For more details, call 938-4690.  

October classes with Arts and Crafts
• Tuesday, Pint-sized Picasso—10:30-11 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 

p.m. for grades Kindergarten-fi fth grade.
• Tuesday, Artopia—4:45-5:45 p.m. for grades Kindergarten-

fi fth grade.
There is a fee for the above classes. For details, call 938-4812.

SAC Night Fall Festival
There is a Pajamas and a Movie Night 6:30-9:30 p.m. Oct. 

17 at the School Age Center. Activities include paper plate 
pumpkins, Rice Krispie treat pumpkins and a movie.  

Open to all children registered in CYSS, grades K-5.  
Reservations are required, call 938-8530.

Fall/Winter SKIES Programs
Registration for the fall and winter SKIES program is now 

open for all Department of Defense and military families whose 
children are eligible to attend school in the Highland Falls-Fort 
Montgomery Central School District.  

Programs scheduled for the upcoming months include a 
variety of dance classes for ages 2 and older, Little Maestros 
Music, Tae Kwon Do, Tennis, Tot Tumbling, Sports Sampler, 
Kindergym, Art and guitar lessons.  There is a minimal fee for 
each program.

Detailed information on each program is posted on the West 
Point Child, Youth and School Services Facebook page and on 
the www.westpointmwr.com website. 

All students must have a current CYSS membership on fi le 
at the Parent Central offi ce, located inside the Lee Area CYS 
Services Facility, 140 Buckner Loop.  

Once your membership is current, registration may be 
completed by visiting Parent Central or by calling Parent Central 
at 938-4458 or 938-0939 during the hours listed or online through 
Webtrac. 

Webtrac may be accessed on the www.westpointmwr.com 
website, on the SKIES Program page. 

A Webtrac ID may be obtained through Parent Central. For 
details, call 938-8893.  

Hunter Safety Course at Round Pond Recreation 
Area

The Hunter Safety Course is scheduled 6-10 p.m. Friday 
and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday.

Course registration is ongoing at the Round Pond 
Recreation Area, open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. seven days a week. 
Participants must attend both classes to receive credit. Bring 
a bag lunch on Saturday. 

For details and to register, call 938-2503.

October Trip with Leisure Travel Services 
• Friday, Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, 

FOR THE FAMILIES
Wee Chat

The Family Advocacy Program invites you to attend Wee 
Chat, for parents of newborns to age 4. 

We want to increase your knowledge of child development 
while providing you with connections to your parenting peers and 
community service providers. Each session will cover the topic 
of the week in addition to any area you would like to discuss. 
There is no charge and pre-registration is not required. 

Wee Chat calendar dates are Tuesday—Eat Better, Eat 
Together; Oct. 28—How do we do it? Let’s put it together; Nov. 

18—Are we there yet?; Dec. 9—Re-Group and Re-Focus. 
For details, call 938-3369/0629.

Free Parent Education Workshops
The Military Child Education Coalition Parent to Parent 

program is coming to West Point. Parent to Parent empowers 
parents to be their child’s strongest advocate on educational and 
social issues, participants will receive high quality resources and 
materials to assist them in their role as their child’s best advocate.  

The Parent to Parent team is comprised of military-connected 
parents who have personal expertise, backed by extensive 
research.  

The fi rst workshop is 6:30 p.m. Oct. 21 at James I. O’Neill 
High School. Chart Your Course for Success through High School 
and beyond—mapping out an academic plan with middle and 
high school students serves two purposes, on-time graduation 
despite multiple PCS moves, and building a competitive résumé 
for college applications. 

Reserve your seat today by emailing Michi.Carl@usma.edu 
or calling 845-938-2092.

NFL Sunday Ticket
Join the West Point Club every Sunday for NFL Sunday 

Ticket with complimentary snacks and weekly menu specials. A 
pub menu will also be available. Bar opens at 12:45 p.m. 

For details, call 938-5120.

Massachusetts—leave West Point at 8 a.m., leave museum at 
4 p.m. Visit this American chestnut, lunch in Stockbridge and 
visit the Red Lion Inn while traveling through the fall foliage 
of the Berkshires.

• Oct. 31, Greenwich Village Halloween Parade—leave 
West Point at 5 p.m., leave NYC at 11 p.m. The nation’s most 
wildly creative public participatory event in the greatest city in 
the world.

There is a minimal fee for these trips. For details, call LTS 
at 938-3601.

BOSS Medieval Times
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers and get 

medieval Oct. 17 as the group heads to Medieval Times in New 
Jersey. Vans leave the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion at 5:30 p.m. for 
the 7:30 p.m. show. 

There is a cost associated with this trip. See your BOSS 
Council Member, or call 938-6497 for details.  

Space is limited so be sure to sign up early. 

Staff and Faculty Noontime Basketball Leagues 
The MWR Sports Offi ce will conduct the 2014-15 Staff and 

Faculty Noontime Basketball league for all USMA personnel 18 
years of age and older. 

All games will be played at Arvin Cadet Physical Development 
Center, second fl oor basketball courts. Games will be played 
12:15-12:40 p.m. every Monday through Friday. 

All teams may sign up by email to jim.mcguinness@usma.
edu or call the sports offi ce at 938-3066. Deadline for entries 
is Oct. 23. 

Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club
Join the West Point Club 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Sundays through 

Nov. 23 for its seasonal Sunday Brunch.
 There is a minimal fee for the brunch. Reservations are 

suggested. For details, call 938-5120.

Seeking delegates and issues for the Army Family 
Action Plan Conference 

Army Community Service is seeking volunteers to serve as 
delegates and share recommendations on how West Point and 
the Army can improve quality of life through the Army Family 
Action Plan program.  

The 2014 installation-level AFAP Conference will be held 
Nov. 13 at ACS. Community members (Soldiers, family members, 
civilians, retirees) are invited to participate as delegates. 

A separate Teen AFAP is scheduled Nov. 6 at CYSS Bldg. 
500 (open to youth ages 13-18). 

Delegates review issues that have been submitted by the 
community and prioritize issues that they feel should be worked 
by leadership.  

Conference registration and local issues for the conference 
can be submitted online at www.westpointmwr.com/afap.htm. 

For details, call Jen Partridge at 938-3655.
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Friday—The Expendables 3, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Dolphin Tale 2, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—The Giver, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details and updates schedules, visit www.
shopmyexchange.com/reel - t ime-theatres/West-
Point-1044343.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN

West Point Command Channel 
Army Newswatch 

Thursday, Friday and Monday through Oct. 16
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Oct. 9-16
Channels 8/23Keller Corner

Flu Drive
A flu drive is scheduled 3-6 p.m. 

Oct. 30 and 3-6 p.m. Nov. 6 at Keller 
Army Community Hospital, which will be 
conducting benefi ciary fl u vaccination drives 
for all eligible family members.

The fl u drives will be conducted in the 
Primary Care Department Family Medicine 
Clinic at KACH.  

There is no appointment necessary.  If you 
fi nd that work, school and sporting activities 
leave you with little spare time during the 
day, then these flu drives offer the ideal 
opportunity to get yourself and your family 
vaccinated against the fl u.

In addition, if you are unable to make 
it to Keller for your fl u vaccine, TRICARE 
retail network pharmacies are authorized to 
administer seasonal infl uenza at no cost to 
eligible benefi ciaries.  

Call 1-877-TRICARE (874-2273) or 
go online at www.express-scripts.com/
TRICARE/pharmacy/ or www.hnfs.com 
to fi nd a participating pharmacy near you.

Registered Nurse positions available
Full-time Obstetrical Registered Nurse 

positions are available at KACH. Experience  
is required.  

Call 845-938-3873 for details.

October is Pharmacy Month
The pharmacist is a key health care 

professional in helping people achieve the 
best results from their medications. 

After 5-7 years of college education 
focused on medications and how they work 
pharmacists are truly medication experts.

Medicines save millions of lives each year, 
but they are powerful and drug interactions 
with other medications, food, alcohol or herbs 
can cause problems. 

In order to help avoid problems please: 
1. Bring a list of all of the medicines that 

you take including any Over the counter and/
or herbal remedies that you take.

2. Tell your provider about any medicines 
that you cannot take and why.

3. Ask if there are any foods, drinks, other 
medicines or activities that you should avoid, 
such as driving, while taking the medicine 4. 
Ask about side effects that the medicine might 
cause,like sleepiness, upset stomach.

5. Read the written information sheet you 
are given about the medicine.

6. Beware of any unexpected changes 
in your medicine, such as a change in color 
or shape.

The KACH pharmacists are available to 
talk to you directly about your medications.  
If you have any questions, call the pharmacy 
at  938-2271. Know your medicine, know 
your pharmacist.

Avoid TRICARE no-show fees
If you’ve seen the posters at Keller, you 

already know that missing an appointment 
in a military treatment facility is a waste of 
resources.  

The same is true in the civilian network; 
however civilian providers can bill the 
patient for not showing up.  

Many providers require beneficiaries 
to sign an agreement taking financial 
responsibility for missed appointments and 
costs not covered by their health plan. 

TRICARE doesn’t prohibit providers 
from charging no-show fees and all 
benefi ciaries, including active duty service 
members, are responsible for payment.  

To avoid a no-show fee, ask about 
the provider’s policy for cancelling and/
or rescheduling appointments—at the fi rst 
appointment. 

• Boo Your Neighbor: Boo Your Neighbor 
begins! For the rest of the month, reach out to 
your friends and neighbors and leave a treat or 
note on their door. 

Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop between 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. today for your treat and starter kit and 
spread these “BOO’s” and Halloween cheer 
throughout West Point. 

• Fire Safety Open House: The West 
Point Fire Department and Balfour Beatty 
Communities will hold a Fire Safety Open 
House at Fire Station II on Stony Lonesome  
3-4:30 p.m. Oct. 16.  

The fi re department will provide an overall 
Fire Prevention and Safety talk and tour of the 
fi re house. Registration is not required.

• Yard Sale: The West Point Community 
Yard Sale is scheduled 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 18, 
rain or shine. 

• Pumpkin Carving Contest: Bring 
in your pumpkin masterpiece to 132 Bartlett 
Loop by 3:30 p.m. Oct. 27 to enter our pumpkin 
carving contest. 

A representative from the Garrison’s offi ce 
will choose the “Garrison Ghoul” award for 
creativity and originality. Event promptly begins 
at 4 p.m. 

The community is invited to attend this 
event even if they don’t carve and want to see 
who won bragging rights at West Point. 

Apple cider and Jones apple cider donuts 
will be served.

LifeWorks

Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

 More than 100 motorcyclists for Bikers Against Brain Tumors 
rode through West Point Sunday to support the Friends4Michael 
Foundation. The Friends4Michael Foundation began in memory 
of Michael Kwinn III, the son of retired Lt. Col. (Dr.) Michael 
Kwinn, professor in the Systems Engineering Department, who 
succumbed to a malignant Anaplastic Astrocytoma Grade III 
brain stem tumor at the age of 14 in 2003. 

Michael was diagnosed with the tumor in 2002 and endured 
eight surgeries. 

The Kwinn family received a tremendous amount of support 
from friends, cadets and commanders during the time Michael 
was diagnosed. 

Michael’s mother, retired Lt.Col. Brigitte Kwinn, was in 
Korea at the time, but was able to acquire emergency leave to 
be with her son and Kwinn could have all the time he needed. 
Michael also received many gifts through his parents’ friends 
gained through their service in the Army. However, Michael 
had a better idea.

“Daddy, if people want to help, maybe we can collect 

Friends4Michael Foundation motorcycle run rides through West Point

donations and make one large donation,” Michael said. “It is too 
late for me, but maybe we can help some other kids.”

Shortly after recovering from his surgeries, Michael began 
collecting donations and in two weeks, collected more than  
$15,000 and presented it to the Brain Tumor Society, now 
called the National Brain Tumor Society at the Race for Hope 
in Washington, D.C. 

Although Michael was in a wheelchair and unable to move, 
he returned to the Race for Hope the following year and inspired 
a team of over 125 members of the fi rst Friends4Michael Running 
Team to raise more than $50,000 for the National Brain Tumor 
Society. Michael died four weeks after the race on May 31, 2003.

Since then, a group of Michael’s family and friends founded 
the Friends4Michael Foundation in November 2003.

The foundation returns each year to the Race for Hope and 
each year raise $15,000 to commemorate Michael’s fi rst donation. 

This year was the 13th year that Friends4Michael ran the 
Race for Hope. The Friends4Michael Foundation is a local 
charity whose mission is to support children like Michael and 
their families, to keep Michael’s spirit alive, to increase awareness 
of brain tumors. 

In the 11 years the foundation has been in existence, it has 
provided nearly $1 million in support of families and helped 
nearly 2,000 families nationwide who are fi ghting brain tumors.

The foundation continues to grow and now provides 
assistance to families across the country with a child fi ghting 
brain tumor through the Family Assistance Committee. The 
foundation also supports the Make a Wish Foundation and the 
Friends4Michael Running Team.

The Bikers Against Brain Tumors rode through West 
Point Sunday in memory of Michael Kwinn, who 
succumbed to brain cancer at the age of 14 in 2003. 
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Junior Allie McDonald runs through Northeastern’s defense to score one of her three tries during Army’s 
119-5 dominating victory Sunday at the Anderson Rugby Complex.  Photo courtesy of arMy athletic coMMunications

Women’s Rugby dominates Northeastern
       sPOrts

By Kelly Dumrauf
Army Athletic Communications

The Army Women’s Rugby team dominated the field Sunday 
earning a 119-5 victory over conference-rival Northeastern at 
Anderson Rugby Complex.

Army got the scoring started quickly, with junior Chioma 
Odocha scoring in the first minute of action, giving the Black 
Knights the 5-0 advantage. Just three minutes later, sophomore 
Kirsten Redmon added her first score of the game, with junior 
Carissa Pekny succeeding on the conversion, putting Army up 
12-0. The Black Knights continued their dominance getting up 
by a score of 46-0 before Northeastern finally managed to get 
on the board. Sophomore Tranelle Patterson added a try in the 
39th minute, with Pekny knocking through the kick, sending the 
Black Knights into the break with the 60-5 lead.

Army came out with the same dominance in the second 
half, with senior captain Kelsey Jang recording a try in the 42nd 
minute of action, and Pekny again succeeding on the conversion.

The Black Knights held Northeastern off the score sheet in 
the second half, recording 59 second-half points of their own to 
walk away with the 119-5 victory. Eleven different Army players 
recorded points on the afternoon in what was the Black Knights’ 
biggest margin of victory on the season.

“It was what we really needed, a good, solid 80-minute 
performance,” head coach Bill LeClerc said. “We worked on a 
lot of things running wise, etc. that worked out well. I thought 
our ball movement was really good, our ball placement, our ball 
retention were all good.

“We need to tidy up the back of the scrum against Norwich, 
who will put us under a lot of pressure there,” he added. “But 
today was satisfying. A lot of people stepped up and it was a 
good day.”

The Army offense rushed for a total of 425 yards and four scores, led by senior running 
back Larry Dixon's career-high 188-yard output, to defeat Ball State, 33-24, on a rainy 
afternoon Oct. 4 at Michie Stadium.           Photo by John Pellino/DPtMs ViD

Dixon runs wild over Ball State
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Wartski, Van Dyke shine as Army Sprint rolls past Cornell

Senior quarterback J.J. Wartski threw a career-high five touchdown passes, 
including three to junior wide receiver Tucker Van Dyke, as the Army Sprint 
Football team defeated Cornell, 49-7, Oct. 3 at Shea Stadium. Wartski finished 
19-for-25 for 266 yards.      Photo courtesy of arMy athletic coMMunications    

By Nick Lantz
Army Athletic Communications

Senior quarterback J.J. Wartski threw for a 
career-high five touchdown passes, including 
three to junior wide receiver Tucker Van Dyke, 
as the Army Sprint Football team rolled past 
Cornell, 49-7, Oct. 3 at Shea Stadium.

The Black Knights racked up 515 yards of 
total offense while holding the Big Red to just 
192. Army (3-0) scored 35 points in the second 
quarter alone and led 42-0 at the break.

Wartski was 19-for-25 for 266 yards and 
sophomore running back Marqus Burrell 
carried the ball 10 times for 104 yards and a 
touchdown. Van Dyke had eight catches and 
also recorded career highs in receiving yards 
(157) and touchdowns.

“J.J. has the talent to do that every week,” 
head coach Lt. Col. Mark West said. “We just 
need to give him the time to throw. He made 
some really nice reads tonight and put the ball 
on target.”

The game got off to a slow start and 
remained scoreless until Wartski found Van 
Dyke for a 25-yard score to put Army on the 
board first with 1:32 left in the first quarter.

The Black Knights completely dominated 
the second quarter, outscoring the Big Red 35-0. 
Burrell busted through for a 61-yard touchdown 
run, his longest on the season, just over a minute 

into the second quarter.
It only took one play for Army to score on 

its next possession, a 64-yard touchdown pass 
from Wartski to Van Dyke, as the Black Knights 
quickly started to pull away, 21-0.

Wartski added his third touchdown pass of 
the night at the 5:51 mark, hitting sophomore 
Austin Breed on a 27-yard score, Breed’s first 
touchdown of the season.

With 1:45 left in the half, Wartski and Van 
Dyke hooked up yet again for the third time to 
go up by 28. Still not done, Army scored with 
16 ticks left in the half on a four-yard run by 
freshman Louis Napoles and entered the break 
with a 42-0 lead.

Astonishingly, Wartski still wasn’t quite 
done there and tossed a 19-yard touchdown pass 
to junior Kevin O’Brien in the corner of the end 
zone on Army’s first drive of the third quarter 
before calling it a night.

John Zelek scored the lone touchdown for 
Cornell. Noah Shephard led The Big Red with 
12 tackles and a sack and Dominick LaBell had 
eight tackles and an interception. Cornell falls 
to 1-2 and will play at Princeton next.

Junior Ryan Gallagher had a solid night at 
linebacker for the Black Knights, picking up 
nine tackles, one sack and a fumble recovery. 
Senior Buddy Craft, sophomore Sam O’Ferrall 
and freshman Tanner Andrews each recorded 
an interception for Army.

Holder’s goal leads Women’s Soccer over Loyola 1-0
By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications

Junior Katie Holder scored in 
the 53rd minute, and sophomore 
goalkeeper Jordan Cassalia pulled 
up with seven saves as Army made 
that stand in its first shutout victory 
of the season, a 1-0 edging of 
Loyola in a Patriot League women’s 
soccer match Oct. 4 at Clinton Field.

The Black Knights (5-6-1, 2-1-1 
PL) controlled the ball throughout 
90 minutes of play as they outshot 
the Greyhounds 18-11 and held an 
11-4 corner kick advantage. 

In spite of holding a 13-2 lead 
in shots and a 10-2 corner kick 
advantage in the first half, Army 
headed into the halftime break 
scoreless.

That didn’t last long as Holder 
connected on her first shot of the 
second half and seventh of the 
game when she booted her game 
winning goal just outside the 18 
into the opposite right corner of 
the net for her fifth goal of the year 
and second game winner. Senior 
Mallory Herron assisted on the play 
in picking up her second assist of 
the season.

Shortly after Holder’s goal, her 
fourth of the season at Clinton Field 
and second in Patriot League play, 

freshman Madison McGinnn fired 
a shot on goal at the Greyhounds 
net for the first of three second 
half saves by Colleen Folan, who 
finished with five.

“I like playing at home,” 
said Holder, who leads Army in 
scoring and ranks among the Patriot 
League’s leaders as well. “Mallory 
was inside the 18 and she laid the 
ball back to me and I finished it off.

“ We  n e e d  t o  k e e p  t h i s 
momentum with us as we are on 
the road next week at American, 
which will be tougher, but we are 
looking forward to it and having a 
long week of training to get ready.”

Cassalia, who is ranked No. 
12 nationally in saves in the latest 
NCAA statistics, made six stops in 
the second half to include denying 
Charlotte Miller’s back-to-back 
attempts over a two-minute span 
late in the game.

McGinn, earning her first start 
of the season, fired Army’s final 
shot and her fifth of the game 
in the 83rd minute. Just over a 
minute later, Cassalia made her final 
save, denying Riley Piechnick, in 
recording Army’s first shutout of 
the season.

“It meant a lot to me to get 
the shutout,” said Cassalia, whose 
grandfather was among the 600-

plus fans in attendance. “But more 
importantly, it meant more to our 
team as a whole because we just 
needed this game. We needed to win 
and we needed a shutout to bounce 
back from the Colgate game (5-0 
loss), and I think we did that tonight.

“Each game we are getting 
better, and right now we played our 
best soccer the first half than we 
have all season. We can only go up 
from here.”

The victory is Army’s first over 
Loyola, who joined the Patriot 
League last year, after opening the 
series with a 1-1 overtime draw in 
Baltimorev.

Head coach Marcia McDermott 
was “pleased with the way we 
responded and that it showed great 
character on our part.” The second-
year mentor felt Army had played 
its best soccer all season in the 
first half.

Late in the game, the fans and 
players were treated to fireworks 
from across the river that lighted 
the skies at Clinton Field.

Army is tied for fourth place in 
the Patriot League standings with 
Navy and Bucknell as all three have 
2-1-1 marks for seven points. 

The Black Knights defeated the 
Bison, 2-1, and play the Midshipmen 
Oct. 31 in Annapolis, Maryland.

Junior Katie Holder scored a goal in the 53rd minute for the only 
goal in Army’s 1-0 victory over Loyola Oct. 4 at Clinton Field. 
         Photo courtesy of arMy athletic coMMunications    


