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DCA Club Night 
offers plenty of 
extracurriculars 
for cadets

(Above) The Class of 2015 gathered at the Trophy Point 
Amphitheater Aug. 22 surrounded by hundreds of supporters to 
see the fi rsties don their class rings. This is the fi rst milestone 
which marks their fi nal year at the U.S. Military Academy before 
graduation and commissioning. 
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Pointer View  news & FeAtures

By the Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and Security

The Labor Day weekend is one of the busiest travel periods of the year 
and practicing the following safety tips will help ensure you and your family 
enjoy a safe and memorable Labor Day holiday:

• When in a large crowd, be aware of pickpockets; women should hold 
purses close to the body or put them on one shoulder across their bodies and 
men should place their wallets in a front pocket.  

• Leave additional credit cards and excess cash at home; carry only what 
is needed.  

• If traveling with a group, have a plan on how you will communicate if 
separated; choose a memorable place to meet up and always travel in pairs 
as a minimum. 

All West Point personnel are reminded that the effectiveness of our force 
protection program depends in large part on the personal involvement of all 
community members. Remain vigilant, maintain situational awareness and 
immediately report any suspicious activity to the Provost Marshal’s Office 
at 938-3333.  

For details, call the West Point Force Protection Office at 938-8859.
Remember: If you See Something, Hear Something, Say Something.

Stay safe, be vigilant this Labor Day weekend
The West Point Band will host a concert 

at 7:30 p.m. Sunday at Trophy Point. In the 
event of inclement weather, the concert will 
occur Monday at the same time.

To maintain a safe environment and 
prevent damage to the grass, and preserve 
the beauty of the Trophy Point amphitheatre 
area, those planning to attend the Labor Day 
concert are asked to refrain from staking out 
an area with rope, tape, tarps and/or blankets 
until after noon on the day of the scheduled 
concert. 

The Military Police will remove all items 
mentioned above that are placed on the 
Trophy Point Amphitheatre grounds for the 
purpose of reserving a viewing spot prior to 
noon the day of this concert.

Labor Day Concert Info

West Point Band Photo

Class of 2017 Cadet Tanapol Klunsupa donates blood at the New York Blood 
Center Blood Drive, which ends today at Eisenhower Hall. The coordinated 
leadership of NYBC’s geographic blood services operations ensures some 
2,000 units of blood products are collected each day and distributed to more 
than 20 million people in New York City, Long Island, the Hudson Valley, New 
Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania.              Kathy eastWood/PV

Blood drive supports millions

By the National Military 
Family Association

Many times, the effects of war are not just 
physical. 

Just as there are numerous support networks 
for the conflict wounds worn on the outside, it 
is crucial that there be programs and outlets for 
military service members and their families that 
are working through emotional damage. 

Not all issues will escalate into full blown 
problems, especially if preventative measures 
are taken. Have you noticed a loved one 
withdrawing from family and friends or taking 
on new and dangerous hobbies? These could be 
signs that bigger issues are brewing.

Although awareness efforts will continue 
throughout the year, the  Department of  Army 
has named September as National Suicide 
Prevention Month. Family members, friends, 
and surrounding community members are 
encouraged to get involved, learn more and 
help spread the word to promote mental health 
and prevent Soldier suicide. 

Education comes first. The DA emphasizes 
the importance of individuals and organizations 
learning the warning signs of depression or the 

September is Suicide 
Prevention Month

sudden presence of risky behavior. But what of 
the people who show no classic warning signs, 
and are hesitant to reach out because of the 
stigma behind asking for help?

The Military Crisis Line at 800-273-8255 
provides free, confidential support to Soldiers 
and their families from qualified professionals—
many of them veterans themselves. Since its 
launch in 2007, they have answered more than 
1.1 million calls and made more than 35,000 life-
saving rescues. The Crisis Line is open around 
the clock, seven days a week, and Soldiers can 
connect via phone, anonymous online chat and 
text message. 

Military Mental Health at 781-239-0071 
provides anonymous mental health and alcohol 
self-assessments, along with additional resources 
for family members and loved ones.

Suicide is preventable. During Suicide 
Prevention Month, show support to those in 
need and their loved ones by spreading the word 
about these and other confidential resources that 
are right at their fingertips.

The West Point Suicide Prevention 
Office can be contacted at 938-2912.
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

 In a ceremony that honors the tradition of the Long Gray 
Line beginning in 1835, the Class of 2015 received its class rings 
Aug. 22 at Trophy Point. 

The rings also signify the class’s connection to those officers 
and family members who choose to donate their class ring to the 
annual ring melt, allowing pieces of gold from their rings to be 
combined into the rings of the class.

“On Feb. 24, the class leadership stood next to 29 donors who 
placed their ring or their loved ones ring into the crucible,” Class 
of 2015 Cadet Gene Fogh, class ring and crest chairperson, said. 
“Their gold was mixed in with the Class of 2015 ring forever 
tying us to the Long Gray Line. For the next 274 days, our class 
crest will face our hearts. When we graduate, we will turn our 
rings so the West Point crest faces our hearts.”

The class ring of Col. John B. Norvel, Class of 1951, was 
donated to the crucible by his widow, Jane Norvel, and melted 
at Pease and Curren refinery in Warwick, Rhode Island.

“My mom was buried Feb. 24 this year with my dad in 
Dayton, Ohio, and it is on that day my dad’s ring was melted,” 
Lucy Norvel said. “My granddad, my mother’s father was named 
George E. Bush, and he was the Class of 1929. He had a full 
career. His West Point ring was a very important part of him and 
his years at West Point. He was buried with his ring.”

Donors can also present rings to the West Point Library 
collection. The latest ring donated to the library was that of 
Lt. Col. John Eisenhower, Class of 1944. Eisenhower died 
December 21, 2013. 

“Today his class ring is beside his father’s, President Dwight 
Eisenhower’s ring,” Brig. Gen. John Thomson, commandant of 
cadets, said.

‘Crass mass of brass and glass’ for Class of 2015
Firsties receive class rings during Trophy Point ceremony

The ring ceremony represents the first turning point for the 
Class of 2015; the realization that graduation and commissioning 
are less than a year away.

Tactical officers presented the rings to the more than 1,000 
Class of 2015 cadets assembled, followed by the orders, “Class 
of 2015, don your rings.”

As the class removed the ring from the boxes, some cadets 
exhibited expressions of excitement and joy as they placed the 
ring on their finger.

“Those little boxes carry with them more than just crest gold 
and cut stones,” Thomson said. “Each represents your individual 
commitment to that of the great Class of 2015, and further, it is 

symbolic of your connection to the Long Gray Line.”
Thomson told the class that when they compare their rings 

with graduates in attendance, they will find some worn smooth 
on the side with decades of wear and to “imagine the personal 
stories, the trials and the triumphs they have endured.”

“Fellow members of the Class of 2015, R-Day, June 27, 
2011 marked the beginning of our journey together here at West 
Point,” Fogh said. “In the last three years, we have created great 
memories and forged lifelong friendships. Our ring is a symbol 
that connects us to the Long Gray Line before us, into those 
who follow us, and the rest behind us. Let us lead the Corps 
with strength, dignity and integrity.”

The Class of 2015 received its West Point rings 
Aug. 22 at Trophy Point. The rings, estimated at a 
combined worth of $3 million, were distributed to 
firsties by their company tactical officers during 
the ceremony.
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Club Night offers eclectic range of extracurriculars
Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

There’s been some new developments with the Directorate 
of Cadet Activities’ extracurricular program as evident on Club 
Night at Eisenhower Hall Aug. 19. 

The most obvious is the absence of the men’s and women’s 
rugby clubs—both approved for collegiate athletics status this 
season. The women’s lacrosse team is also headed to the NCAA, 
but while it’s in a transitional phase this year, team members 
still represented their sport at Club Night and spoke with cadets.

With the crossfit craze still building steam, cadets can 
choose to join the new Functional Fitness Club, with Maj. Josh 
Hunter as officer-in-charge. Carol Miller, DCA extracurricular 
manager, noted that clubs previously fell under one of six 
categories—such as academic, competitive, religious and so on. 
A seventh category—Diversity—has been added to reflect its 
significant impact at the academy. Clubs like the Corbin Forum, 
International Cadets of West Point, Spectrum and the Secular 
Student Alliance will all be included in this category.

For a full list of DCA clubs, visit http://www.usma.edu/
dca/SitePages/Home.aspx. 

Securing a corner space at Crest Hall during Club Night, 
the Tae Kwon Do team was represented by Class of 2016 Cadet 
Rahul Sawhney and Class of 2017 Cadet Aaron Markey, cadets-
in-charge. The team competes in all weight divisions and all 
experience levels, so it was pretty much an open market for 
them at Club Night. 

The basic pitch for the club was that although they’re a hobby 
club, they get to travel a lot for competitions. A less attractive 
proposition for some, they said blood will be shed.

“The competitions are tough and we have to fight hard,” 
Markey said. “We’ll get bloodied up, and it really takes 
determination to win. It’s not easy, but we work hard at it.”

Class of 2015 Cadets Will Moore and Ken Voet, as captain 
and cadet-in-charge, respectively, of the Parliamentary Debate 
team, were available to explain their style of persuasion. 

“It’s a rhetoric-based form of debate, a little unlike the 
policy team that is more evidence-based. Ours depends more 
on qualitative analysis and on-the-fly debate topics,” Moore 
said. “It’s what you’d expect from a dinner conversation that 
gets heated between two family members, but just in a more 
formal setting.”

Moore joined as a plebe in a somewhat unusual way. He 
knew someone who was leaving the team, and Moore asked to 
be his replacement.

“It just sounded incredibly interesting to me and I was sick 
of debating my roommates,” he said.

Raw talent and innate ability seem to work well for the team, 
Moore said, when developing inexperienced members at the 
beginning of a season.

“At the same time we have a yearling this year, Nathan 
Hernandez, who debated four years in high school and at a 
college-level with a ton of success, so we get some combination 
of the two,” Moore said. 

Voet said one of the main goals is novice development, a 
category they struggled with last semester.

“The novices will be the determining factor on whether we 
return to Boise State and win the national championship this 
year,” Voet said. 

The Ultimate Frisbee team continues to make leaps and 
bounds after two seasons as a hobby club, according to Class of 
2016 Cadet Alec Chosewood, team captain. 

“We’ve really been stepping up and becoming that 
competitive tier-one team in the league,” Chosewood said. 

He said the team only lost two firsties to graduation but 
are looking to build its roster to stay competitive this season. 
Additionally, Chosewood said they are working on public 
outreach to bring attention to both the club and the sport of 

Ultimate by possibly hosting clinics for local students and 
challenging an All-Star Faculty team in an exhibition.

Class of 2016 Cadet Elizabeth Thomas serves as the public 
affairs officer for the Glee Club and said the biggest club news 
of late has been the approval of full authos, which grants DCA 
clubs additional time for practice in lieu of company athletics 
and drilling. For the Glee Club, that means an additional day of 
rehearsal and a day allotted for physical training together.

“This is great news for us because we have a busy schedule 
ahead and some awesome events coming up,” Thomas said.

On Sept. 11, the Glee Club will be performing at Trinity 
Church on Wall Street with the West Point Band and will travel 
with Army Football to sing at the Wake Forest game Sept. 20. 
Later, the cadets will sing with Alumni Glee Club in Washington, 
D.C. The Glee Club will also perform with Trace Adkins in 
November at Eisenhower Hall.

Thomas was in her high school’s musical theatre program 
when she watched the “Game of Honor” documentary about the 
Army-Navy Game.

“The Glee Club was in it and I thought it was really cool 
that they were a part of that,” she said. “I decided then the Glee 
Club would be something awesome to do, because I like to sing, 
make friends and travel.”

Class of 2016 Cadet David Solomon is the cadet-in-charge 
of the Howitzer Club, which assembles and produces the annual 
class yearbook. Prior to Club Night, he estimated about five 
members remained on staff since last semester, which isn’t a 
concern since it’s typically a small group of photographers, copy 
writers and graphic designers.

“We start with a much larger group but then it tends to 
dwindle throughout the year,” Solomon said. “We do most of our 
creative work at the beginning, a lot of the photography happens 
in the first semester, so then by the end of the year what remains 
is a lot of cut-and-paste work.”

The Howitzer is as much a tradition as the class ring or 100th 
Night for the Long Gray Line, Solomon said. It serves not only as 
a personal memento, but a serious archival history, considering 
how often the Howitzer is used to glimpse into the past of such 
graduates as Gen. Raymond Odierno or Mike Krzyzewski. 

With all things going digital and the print industry in decline, 
Solomon thinks the Howitzer is best-suited in hard cover over 
electrons. 

“There’s so much more value in actually having a physical 

The Directorate of Cadet 
Activities hosted Club 
Night at Eisenhower 
Hall  Aug. 19 giving 
representatives from 
academic, competitive, 
mi l i t a ry,  r e l ig ious , 
d i v e r s i t y,  s u p p o r t 
and hobby clubs an 
opportunity to sign new 
members, particularly 
from the Class of 2018. 
Many cadets sign up 
for multiple clubs right 
away and then narrow it 
down later by preference 
o r  a c c e p t a n c e . 
Demonstrations and 
displays help cadets 
find just the right club 
to join this semester, 
and possibly, for their 
entire academic careers 
at West Point.

paper copy of the Howitzer,” Solomon said. 
The Pipes and Drum Club is a well-traveled and highly-

sought support club, but some would find it surprising that there 
aren’t tryouts and no prior experience is required to join.

“All we’re looking for are people who want to support the 
Corps and our mission, that’s first and foremost,” Class of 2015 
Cadet Zach Thompson said. “A lot of members come into the 
band without having played an instrument. We have instructors 
come in to teach our cadets.”

They support every home Army Football game, local parades, 
the annual West Point Military Tattoo, but they also compete in 
the Highland Games, at the Army-Navy Game (back-to-back 
wins in 2011-12) and other events.

Thompson joined as a plebe and has been playing bass drum 
all four years. He said experienced members cover down and 
teach the new members and prepare them for performances.

“For me, it’s been the camaraderie that has meant the most,” 
Thompson said. “I’ve built a lot of friendships in the band and 
it’s been a great experience to get out into the community and 
see it from an entirely different perspective that a lot of people 
don’t have the chance to experience.”

Available Online
There was more to see at Club Night and further 

reporting can be found online at www.usma.edu/news/
SitePages/2014ClubNight.aspx. 

A photo album from Club Night is also available on the 
USMA Flickr page at www.flickr.com/photos/west_point/
sets/72157646250348367/.

Weekly Feature
The Pointer View will continue its efforts from last 

academic year to highlight various club activities. A weekly 
column, “Cadet Activities Update,” will highlight  club events 
as we receive them. To request further support, call 938-3079.

Coming Soon
From Club Night, tryouts and beyond, three clubs will 

be featured in the Pointer View for an upcoming story series 
called “Making the Cut.” This semester, we highlight the Judo 
Club, the Glee Club and the Ultimate Club. 
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Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The Defense and Strategic Studies Program convened its first 
War Council for the academic year Aug. 19 focusing on the use 
of force in Iraq and Syria, the Ukraine and Gaza.

 “As we’ve all seen, this summer has presented the United 
States and the world with a series of security challenges,” Maj. 
Mike Jackson, DSS instructor and War Council moderator, said. 
“Each of these developing situations is highly complex, and 
within DSS we believe the most effective way of understanding 
that complexity is through a multidisciplinary approach.”

That approach, which generated significant attendances 
within packed rooms last year, brought panel speakers from DSS, 
the Combating Terrorism Center, Department of Law and the 
Department of English and Philosophy into a larger auditorium 
at Washington Hall.

Multiple conflicts examined from various fields of study—to 
include the moral, legal and what Maj. Matthew Cavanaugh 
called “the court of world opinion”—provides a richer depth of 
understanding.

“The greatest value of these events, really, is that it gives the 
cadets a sense of intellectual humility. They start to see that one 
perspective or one size doesn’t fit all,” Cavanaugh, a Department 
of Military Instruction assistant professor and Army strategist, 
said. “You have to account for different sides of a situation, and 
I think it’s great that we’re seeing cadets get that and choosing 
to participate.”

Of particular value, Cavanaugh said, is the inclusion of the 
Combating Terrorism Center. 

“They are, by and large, a research entity here and they do 
some great things that don’t often get put in front of cadets,” 
Cavanaugh said. “I think the War Council is putting a microphone 
in front of people who should be informing cadets with these 
diamonds of analysis.”

 What matters most is having cadets engaged in the issues 
they will have stakes in post-graduation. 

Since its inception last September, Cavanaugh has asked 
cadets if the forum itself was worthwhile, but also if it inspires 
them to greater self-study.

“As a teacher, I know for a fact that there’s only so much I 
can put forth; they have to want it themselves,” he said. “Maybe 
they heard something on the panel they agreed with but want to 
learn more about … and they might hear something they disagree 
with or think is wrong and they leave in vengeance or spite to 
disprove what was said. Whatever it is, whatever the reaction, 
I’m just grateful if that is their experience.”

Additionally, the War Council website (www.warcouncil.
org) provides self-study resources and the blog offers a forum 
for opinion that goes far beyond the gates of West Point. 

Last year, Cavanaugh received a call from a lieutenant 
stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, who had heard about 
the War Council and asked if there was video from the event. 
The panel discussions are not recorded and the dialogue is non-
attributable for publication or course papers. That prompted 
Cavanaugh to get permission from a few panelists and collect 
analysis that could be posted online. 

“The website was sort of a response to that one lieutenant 
who wanted to learn. I built it mostly as a self-study platform 

War Council focuses on summer’s global conflicts

so there’s more than 300 videos, topical articles and the blog,” 
Cavanaugh said.

The site has amassed more than 120,000 visits, and dozens 
of contributing authors—including two cadets—since its 
launch. Like the panel discussions, the website is designed to 
be non-partisan.

“It’s not affiliated with the U.S. Military Academy in any 
way or excusive to members of the profession, it is a forum 
populated by military professionals,” Cavanaugh said. “I would 

say it’s just people talking and learning about war, and I think 
we don’t do enough of that.”

The War Council program earned the Apgar Award for 
Teaching Excellence by the Center for Faculty Excellence. 
Candidates are nominated by the dean of the academic board 
based on recommendations by the CFE advisory board and 
selected by the superintendent. 

The award will be presented Friday during the 2014 
Academic Convocation at Robinson Auditorium.

Maj .  Ian  F ishback , 
from the Department 
o f  E n g l i s h  a n d 
Philosophy, remained 
in  the  Washington 
Hall auditorium with 
other panelists at the 
conclusion of the War 
Counci l  Aug.  19 to 
answer questions about 
the topics discussed on 
“Summer Wars: ISIS, 
Ukraine and Gaza.” The 
War Council program is 
hosted by the Defense 
and Strategic Studies 
Program.
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(Editor’s note: This is the second week in a series featuring 
cadets who have assumed brigade and regimental leadership 
positions this academic year. The following are excerpts from 
interviews with Class of 2015 Cadets Winston Boldt and Melissa 
Yasnowski, the brigade deputy commander and executive offi cer, 
respectively.)

Class of 2015 Cadet Winston Boldt hails from St. Louis and is 
majoring in International Relations and Portuguese. The senior 
goalkeeper for Army Soccer is on the 2014 Hermann Trophy 
Watch List—the highest individual award in intercollegiate 
soccer. This summer he served as the Summer Garrison 
Regiment commander after successfully completing Cadet Leader 
Development Training.

Pointer View: How would you describe the position and 
responsibilities of the brigade deputy commander?

Boldt:  I am essentially responsible for advising the brigade 
commander and serving as his principal assistant in exercising the 
responsibility to the commandant for the overall development of 
the Corps. I am also second in the cadet chain of command so I am 
prepared to perform the duties of the fi rst captain in his absence.

Pointer View: What do you think is going to be the most 
challenging part of the job?

Boldt:  The most challenging part of the job will be working 
on and solving problems at a brigade level as opposed to a 
platoon, company or regiment level, which I have been much 
more accustomed to after spending three years here.

Class of 2015 Winston Boldt from St. Louis is serving 
the Corps of Cadets as deputy brigade commander.                                 
Photo By John Pellino/dPtMs Vi

Pointer View: What did you learn from serving on the 
Summer Garrison Regiment detail this summer and in what ways  
could it prepare you for your current assignment?

Boldt: This summer I learned about the importance of 
clearly communicating vision and intent in order to empower 
subordinates to excel in their respective areas of expertise. After 
a very short period of time the SGR II team got to know me, and 
I got to know them as well. We built a very cohesive team and 
we understood how to communicate effi ciently with each other in 
order to accomplish tasks more quickly and profi ciently each day. 
This summer I was surrounded by impressive people and it made 
my job very easy. Hopefully, I can use these lessons to serve the 
Corps well this year. We have already built a cohesive team here 
on the brigade staff and we will continue to improve each day. I 
only hope that I can contribute to this team as well as the other 
members of the SGR II team did to the regiment this summer.

Pointer View: Recall a memorable moment from any of 
your experiences at West Point that really defi ned for you what 
leadership is all about.

Boldt: The performance of Cody Jackson, Nick Satwicz 
and Maclean Lalor during SGR defi ned what leadership is all 
about for me. Cody demonstrated emotional intelligence when he 
comforted the 10-year-old brother of a new cadet on R-Day this 
summer and gave one of his epaulets to the young boy who was 
visibly upset after his sister left their family to start Cadet Basic 
Training. Nick and Mac demonstrated care for their subordinates 
as they helped cadets who were defi cient on their APFT pass their 
90-day retests. Nick and Mac helped them keep food journals 
and worked out with them two to three times daily. They had a 
perfect record as all of the cadets passed their 90-day retests. All 
three of them taught our detail about the value of compassion 
and belief in our subordinates.

Pointer View: As the Class of 2018 start their fi rst academic 
semester, what advice would you give them?

Boldt: Give everything you do your best, honest effort as 
you relentlessly strive for excellence in everything you do. If 
you are humble enough to take in constructive criticism and 
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clearly communicating vision and intent in order to empower 
subordinates to excel in their respective areas of expertise. After 
a very short period of time the SGR II team got to know me, and 
I got to know them as well. We built a very cohesive team and 

with Winston Boldt

Did you know?
Though not from a military family, Winston Boldt has a 

West Point connection. His cousin, Chris Boldt, is a Class of 
2013 graduate who led 1st Regiment and played for Army 
Football. Last summer, Boldt spent three weeks with 
the Third Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, for Cadet Troop Leader Training. While there, 
he integrated into an Operational Detachment Alpha 
Team and participated in the Special Forces Advanced 
Urban Combat Course.

Pointer View: Until now what has been the most rewarding 
leadership exeprience you’ve had at the academy and why?

Boldt: The most rewarding experience that I have had at 
the academy has been as a member on the Army Soccer team. I 
have learned so much from teammates, coaches and Army Soccer 
Alumni over the past three years. Together we have revived a 
program with an extraordinarily successful past and constructed 
a strong culture dedicated to excellence. I have learned that 
carefully constructed cultures like this one are living things and 
they must be constantly maintained and improved upon. We 
have high expectations for ourselves and I cannot wait to see the 
team continue to succeed this fall. My teammates impress me 
and teach me more about leadership and dedication on a daily 
basis as they continue to challenge themselves and each other in 
order to reach our goals. 

resilient enough to rise up after failure you will always continue 
to grow. After four years here you should be able to look inward 
and know that you did your best to become the best that you are 
capable of becoming.

Pointer View: If you had to pick one course at West Point 
to take all over again, which would it be and why?

Boldt: I would take combatives or any other class not held in 
a ‘classroom’ if I had to choose one course to take again because 
I like being active much more than sitting in a classroom.

Pointer View: Could you name one instructor you’ve had 
over the past three years who really inspired or infl uenced you 
along the way?

Boldt: I have had many instructors inspire and infl uence 
me over the past three years, but one of them stands out in my 
mind. Maj. Thomas Anderson was the fi rst of my instructors to 
have a major impact on my development, even though I took his 
class in my fi rst semester here. I did not get the best grade in his 
Composition class as a plebe, but I looked up to him because of 
his quiet but confi dent demeanor. His class was tough and fair 
while he challenged me to be a better writer, cadet and person.

In addition to being selected to the second highest 
leadership position in the brigade, Class of 2015 
Cadet Winston Boldt is also in contention for the 
highest individual award in intercollegiate soccer—
the Hermann Trophy. Boldt became the fi rst Army 
Men’s Soccer player to earn All-America and 
Academic All-America honors in the same season 
in 2013, while recording a program single-season-
record 12 shutouts in goal.       PV file Photo
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Class of 2015 Cadet Melissa Yasnowski hails from Solon, 
Ohio, and is majoring in physics—an area of study she began as a 
plebe. She developed a passion for the science because it explains 
how the world works in a way that explains the unexplainable 
through application of math. During her time at West Point 
she was a member of the Tae Kwon Do Club and competed in 
Sandhurst her yearling year. Yasnowski hopes to join her company 
squad for the 2015 competition. This summer she served as Cadet 
Field Training regimental commander.

Pointer View: What was your immediate reaction when 
told you were selected as brigade executive offi cer?

Yasnowski: During Cadet Field Training I talked a lot with 
Lt. Col. Jose Devarona (4th Regiment RTO), who was mentoring 
me throughout the detail, and he was asking me what leadership 
positions I wanted to pursue for the academic year and what he 
would recommend for me. 

So it wasn’t a total surprise when I was told. It’s different 
transitioning from a position where you’re commanding staff to 
what I would call managing staff; you’re making sure the staff 
is operating within the commander’s intent. I observed what 
my XO did during CFT and that helped me make the transition 
easier for me.

Pointer View: How would you describe the position of a 
brigade executive offi cer?

Yasnowski: My job is to manage, coordinate and facilitate 
the activities of the brigade staff and make sure everybody is 
in synch with each other so that we run as a smooth operation 
from brigade to regimental level all the way down through the 
Corps. I maintain that liaison between the regimental executive 
offi cers, as well. 

with 
Melissa Yasnowski

Pointer View: What has been the most rewarding leadership 
experience you’ve had at West Point, and why?

Yasnowski: It would defi nitely have to be my CFT detail, 
being the regimental commander. At the regimental level you 
really get an understanding of how operations succeed or fail, 
and how things going right can go wrong, and vice versa, at any 
time. At a company level it’s easy to accept what worked or 
didn’t work and move on, but I learned at the regimental level a 
greater appreciation for all the work that is done at every level 
to make it happen. It was our job to communicate down to the 
company level exactly what went right and what went wrong 
so they could learn from it. That was most rewarding for me. 
I realized the importance of explaining the ‘why’ and keeping 
everyone informed so we could continue operations.

Pointer View: You get to work with a lot of familiar faces, 
transitioning from summer leader detail to the academic year. 
For one, Nick Pappas was CFT command sergeant major and is 
now the brigade CSM. What’s the advantage? 

Yasnowski: Working together throughout the summer, 
you build this trust that turns into loyalty that will become so 
invaluable later on. Trust is important at any level of leadership 
and becomes the prerequisite for everything else. And even if we 
weren’t on the same detail, we have a lot of the same experiences 
with commander’s update briefs at the CST TOC and update 
DMI-6 or the commandant, and so we became familiar with 
each other. As the commander I worked with our sister details, 
SGR, CBTI and CBTII, because a lot of our operations overlap.

Pointer View: When you look around at who was selected 
to lead at the brigade and regimental level, did you have that 
moment when you think how well this academic year can be if 
everyone performs well at their jobs? 

Yasnowski: On a day-to-day basis 
going to class, you don’t get to see how 
your classmates are going to step up and 
take charge until it actually happens. And 
so now we’re all getting the chance to 
witness that, and when we all got together 
for the fi rst time we were so motivated and 
wanting to contribute ideas and insight into 
how we were going to operate on brigade 
and regiment staff, as a team in the best 
possible way. 

Pointer View: How would you 
describe your leadership style?

Yasnowski: First, I like to foster 
an environment where people can be 
comfortable. I like to crack a lot of jokes 
and try not to be too serious all the time. 
Our profession demands us to take care 
of our Soldiers and that’s not to be taken 
lightly, but you can create an environment 
where people aren’t afraid to be themselves. 
People will make mistakes and that 
requires corrective action, but I would 
describe my style as being situationally 
aware, empathetic to that person’s feelings 
and then reacting appropriately. You can’t 
react the same to every situation, so you 
have to adapt.

Pointer View: The fi rst captain laid 
out the brigade’s Ten Plan for the academic 
year. It’s ambitious but achievable, but how 
will the brigade sustain that vision for the 
entire year? 

Yasnowski: Having just assessed our 

Class of 2015 Cadet Melissa Yasnowski, from Solon, 
Ohio, serves as brigade executive offi cer.                         
                                                      Photo By John Pellino/dPtMs Vi

staff now, I would have to say we’re all just intrinsically motivated 
people. I don’t think it’s going to be hard to keep that motivation, 
and pick up the slack if we ever fall behind in our goals. We’re 
human. We can’t work 24/7 the entire time. But if we maintain 
that high morale throughout, I think it’s going to be a good year.

Pointer View:  What advice would you give to the Class of 
2018 as they begin their fi rst academic semester? 

Yasnowski: My advice to them would be for them to 
understand that before you can lead, you must follow. They 
should take plebe year as the only year they’re allowed to be 
selfi sh, if you can think about it that way. Selfi sh may seem like 
a pretty harsh word, because you still care about your classmates 
and have a lot of plebe duties. But their focus isn’t on leading 
anyone just yet, so they can focus entirely on themselves …
passing classes, getting assimilated into a new environment and 
a new way of life. This is the only year in their career where they 
can essentially be selfi sh. 

So, take advantage of it, but be prepared that it won’t last 
long at West Point, and in the Army for that matter. Use the time 
to develop yourself and observe the type of leadership styles you 
want to assume.  Finally, don’t be so critical of others. If you see 
something you think is bad leadership, use that as an example 
of what not to do. 

Pointer View: Name one instructor who has inspired or 
infl uenced you the most throughout your academic career?

Yasnowski: Lt. Col. John Hartke. He was the teacher for 
several of my physics classes, and he just made it fun to learn. I

t was more of a conversation than just a lecture, and he also 
interjected some stories of his experiences and his Army career, 
which was cool.

Class of 2015 Cadet Melissa Yasnowski was selected as the regimental 
commander for Cadet Field Training, with Class of 2015 Cadet Nick 
Pappas as the senior enlisted offi cer for the summer detail.
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WPWC’s Super Sign Up event

The West Point Women’s Club will be holding its annual 
Super Sign Up event 6:30-9:30 p.m. today at the West Point Club.

This is a great way for those new and old to the U.S. Military 
Academy to get familiarized with community organizations and 
vendors, as well as a great way to shop and have fun. Bring your 
friends and neighbors.

There will be hors d’oeuvres, a cash bar, shopping and plenty 
of door prizes. Tables are now available for vendors, home-based 
businesses and non-profit organizations. 

For details, visit www.westpointwomensclub.com, 
WPWC’s Facebook page at West Point Women’s Club or email 
westpointwomensclub@gmail.com.

WPWC’s Cookbook and Gift Shoppe Hours
The West Point Women’s Club’s newest cookbook, “Eat, 

Drink & Beat Navy” is available at the West Point Women’s 
Club Gift Shoppe.

The Gift Shoppe is located inside Bldg. 695, the white 
building in the parking lot behind the Cemetery off Washington 
Road. The Gift Shoppe is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays in 
September. 

3D archery ranges
The Hunting Club at West Point will host 3D archery ranges 

Sept. 13 and Sept. 27. The ranges will be open 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
with the last shooter starting no later than 1 p.m.  

There will be a nominal fee for active members and non-
members. The course is adjacent to the Cadet Paintball Course at 
the top of the ski slope (Goethals Trail/Chris Kelly Ave.). Targets 
are provided by the Hunting Club.  

Shooters need to supply their own equipment (field tips only).  
For details, contact huntingclubwestpoint@gmail.com or 

call 845-222-3825.

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Protestant Women of the Chapel Kickoff Program
Come to the West Point Post Chapel at 799 Biddle Loop 

9-11 a.m. Wednesday for the Protestant Women of the Chapel 
(PWOC) Kickoff Program.

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet some great ladies 
and hear more about this year’s PWOC theme: “Living a Life 
that Reflects Christ’s Love.” 

Childcare is available (children up to 5 years old) for this 
event and throughout the year during the PWOC Morning 
Sessions. Please sign-up your children when you register for 
your Bible study so we can provide the appropriate number of 
staff throughout the year.

Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend, regardless of 
denomination or religious affiliation.

Bible studies are scheduled during the year 9-11 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the Post Chapel. Evening study Meet & Greet is 
7 p.m. Sept. 4 in the Post Chapel Basement.

For details, check PWOC out on Facebook at West Point 
PWOC or email them at wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

Motorcycle training
The Garrison Safety Office is offering a Motorcycle Safety 

Course at A Lot through September.
There are various classes for both experienced and novice 

riders, and classes for staff and faculty and cadets.
The upcoming training schedule is: 
• Sept. 19-21, Cadets (Novice riders).
For details, call Aubrey Posey, Garrison safety specialist, 

at 938-6131.

Representation of National Guard in the 9/11 
Memorial Museum

Active and retired (including reserve) U.S. military members 
can access the 9/11 Memorial Museum for free. To reserve a 
free ticket, contact the museum 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
at 212-266-5211 or email reservations@911memorial.org. 

Have your military ID card on hand when making a 
reservation. Advance reservations are recommended, but there 
are a limited number of tickets available each day at the museum 
entrance windows for walkups.

U.S. veterans can purchase tickets at a discounted rate. 

Watchcare workers needed 
Bids are being accepted for FY15 to provide childcare 

services in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious 
Education Programs. 

Tasks include the set-up and recovery of the watchcare 
space, the sanitization of all toys and other items following 
each activity and to provide authorized snacks, food and drinks 
to the children. 

Must be at least 18 and pass a federal background check. 
For details, call Sgt. 1st Class David Kress at 938-8813 or email 
david.kress@usma.edu.

Watchcare coordinator needed
Bids are being accepted for the FY15 watchcare coordinator 

in support of Chapel Worship Services and Religious Education 
Programs. 

Tasks include coordinating and scheduling providers for all 
regularly scheduled and special activities, assisting in providing 
watchcare as needed, ensuring the set-up and recovery of the 
watchcare space, the sanitization of all toys and other items 
following each activity and ensuring authorized snacks, food 
and drinks to the children are available. 

Must be at least 18 and commit to and pass a federal 
background check. 

For details, call Sgt. 1st Class David Kress at 938-8813 or 
email david.kress@usma.edu.

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

Bike Rodeo and Scout Roundup
The Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts will host a Bike Rodeo 

in the bus loop of the West Point Elementary School 6:30-8 
p.m. Friday. This event is open to the community.  

The Boy Scouts and Military Police will be there to teach 
bike safety.  Families who are interested can sign up for Scouts 
in the multi-purpose room. 

For details, call Diane Nelson at 859-4142.

The Farm that Became a Museum 
Join Dr. Joyce Conroy, Town of Rockland Historian and 

author of ‘Lost Roads, Forgotten Lives’ and environmental 
educator Carl Heitmuller to learn the fascinating history of the 
177-acre parcel of land previously known as Kenridge Farm, 
which is now the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum’s Outdoor 
Discovery Center, 10 a.m. Sept. 7. 

The program will be presented at the Outdoor Discovery 
Center on Muser Drive across from 174 Angola Road Cornwall. 

After the presentation, take a hike with Heitmuller to the 
Museum’s iron mine. There is a fee for the event. 

For details, visit hhnaturemuseum.org or call 845-534-
5506, ext. 204.

2nd annual Craft Fair
The Fort Montgomery Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary is 

hosting its 2nd annual Craft Fair 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 21 at the 
firehouse on Route 9W. 

The craft fair will feature handmade items only and an 
auxiliary bake sale. Refreshments will be available throughout 
the day. 

For details, check FMFDLA Facebook page or contact 
Danielle Drouin at ddrouin14@gmail.com if you are interested 
in a table. 

Boscobel Fireworks
A great fireworks display will be set off in the Hudson River 

by Cold Springs and Boscobel, and will be a wonderful sight 
from Trophy Point Oct. 10.  

The Hudson Highlands Land Trust is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary with a Gala at Boscobel, culminating in the 
fireworks show. Enjoy the beauty snuggled up in a blanket with 
a hot thermos of chocolate.

For details, call 949-632-0777.

Community

Functional Academic Skills Training
Raise your General Technical score on the Armed Forces 

Classification Test (AFCT) by attending a Functional Academic 
Skills (FAST) class at the Army Education Center, 683 Buckner 
Loop. The class will meet 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday from 
Sept. 8-25.  

Contact Nancy Judd at 938-3464 or Neil Sakumoto at 938-
5389 to obtain an enrollment form for commander approval.

Civilian Education Program
The USAG-West Point Command supports efforts by 

employees to improve their “educational fitness” by releasing 
employees for three hours/week to attend college classes. 

These hours are in conjunction with lunch twice a week.
The Army Education Center will be offering courses 11:30 

a.m.-1:30 p.m. as part of the Civilian Education Program. 
The program is designed to optimize organizational readiness 

and work performance by improving educational achievement. 
The following classes will run during the second session:
• Session 2—Oct. 14-Dec. 12:
MGT 210 Entrepreneurship: Building a Business—(Mon., 

Wed.) St. Thomas Aquinas;
BUS 3180 Developing Leadership Skills—(Tues., Thurs.) 

Mount St. Mary College.
For details, contact Erica Rodriquez (STAC) at 845-446-

2555 or Erodrigu@stac.edu or Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535 
or Sharon.seidule@msmc.edu.

Lunch and Learn Series with SLF-TAP Financial 
Planner

The Lunch and Learn series focused on children and money 
through the Soldier for Life–Transition Assistance Office (ACAP) 
2nd floor, Bldg. 626, noon-1 p.m. Tuesday.

This month SLF-TAP is going to discuss the education that 
our children receive with us, ways to save for college and how to 
finance a college education if you haven’t saved enough.

To register, call Sheri Conklin at 938-0631 or email her at 
Sheryl.conklin@usma.edu.
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JUST ANNOUNCED

WEST POINT MWR CALENDAR www.westpointmwr.com

FOR THE YOUTHS

FOR THE ADULTS

FEATURED EVENT

Round Pond Offi ce hours change
Starting Tuesday, the Round Pond Offi ce hours of operation 

will change to 8 a.m.-5 p.m. seven days a week. 
For details, call 938-2503.

LTS Holiday Ticket Sales
Starting Wednesday, Leisure Travel Services will be selling 

tickets for the Macys Thanksgiving Day Parade and the Radio 
City Christmas Spectacular show.

For details and to purchase tickets, call 938-3601.

BOSS Medieval Times
Join Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers and get 

medieval Oct. 17 as the group heads to Medieval Times in New 
Jersey. Vans leave the Buffalo Soldier Pavilion at 5:30 p.m. for 
the 7:30 p.m. show.  

There is a cost associated with this trip. See your BOSS 
Council Member, or call 938-6497 for details.  

Space is limited so be sure to sign up early. 

Football Saturday Care at the Stony CDC
Child care on Football Saturdays are on a fi rst-come, fi rst-

served basis. Children must be registered with CYS Services. 
Sign-ups will begin two weeks before each game. 

Children can be dropped off up to two hours before game start 
and must be picked up no later than one hour after game ends.

For details, call Parent and Outreach Services at 938- 
4458/0939/3969.

cost and the league is sanctioned by USBC.
For details, call 938-2140.

West Point Oktoberfest
The annual West Point Oktoberfest is scheduled 4-9 p.m. 

Sept. 19 (adults night out) and noon-7 p.m. Sept. 20 (family day). 
This event takes place at the Victor Constant Ski Area, Route 218. 

Come out and enjoy traditional German food, drink and 
music. This is a cash only event and open to the public. 

For details, call 938-4690.

Go Army Spirit Lunches
Join the West Point Club every Thursday before the game 

for a pep rally luncheon for that week’s game. Doors open at 
11:15 a.m. and the luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. in the Club’s 
Grand Ballroom. 

Tickets are on sale now through the Club’s Administrative 
Offi ce, open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. There is a minimal 
fee for each luncheon and purchasing tickets early will guarantee 
reserved seating. For ticket sales and details, call 938-5120.

September classes with Arts and Crafts
• Sept. 5, Little Impressionist—10:30-11 a.m.; 2nd session 

11-11:30 a.m. 
• Sept. 9, Pint Sized Picasso, for ages 5-15—10:30-11:30 a.m. 

or 3:30-4:30 p.m. Artist focus is on Walt Disney. Disney, from 
humble beginnings to world recognized entrepreneur, we discuss 
what he was able to accomplish. And it all started with a mouse. 

• Sept. 9, Artopia, for ages 11-16—4:45-5:45 p.m. Artist 
focus is on Walt Disney.

There is a fee for the above classes. For details, call 938-4812.

Back to Home Schooling Cruise
CYSS invites all families that will be home schooling their 

children this year to cruise the Hudson River 6-7:30 p.m. Sept. 10.  
Boarding of the Superintendent’s Boat begins 5:30 p.m. at 

South Dock. Bring a dish to share that corresponds with your 
last name; A-K, Main Dish; L-T, Side Dish; and U-Z, Dessert. 
Please bring your own drinks and CYSS will provide the paper 
goods. There is no RSVP required.  

For details, call the School Liaison Offi ce at 938-2092.

Fall/Winter SKIES Programs
Registration for the fall and winter SKIES programs is now 

open for all Department of Defense and military families whose 
children are eligible to attend school in the Highland Falls-Fort 
Montgomery Central School District.  

Programs scheduled for the upcoming months include a 
variety of dance classes for ages 2 and older, Little Maestros 
Music, Tae Kwon Do, Tennis, Tot Tumbling, Sports Sampler, 
Kindergym, Art and guitar lessons.  There is a minimal fee for 
each program.

Detailed information on each program is posted on the West 
Point Child, Youth and School Services Facebook page and on 
the www.westpointmwr.com website. 

All students must have a current CYSS membership on fi le 
at the Parent Central offi ce, located inside the Lee Area CYS 
Services Facility, 140 Buckner Loop.  

Once your membership is current, registration may be 
completed by visiting Parent Central or by calling Parent Central 
at 938-4458 or 938-0939 during the hours listed or online through 
Webtrac. Webtrac may be accessed on the www.westpointmwr.
com website, on the SKIES Program page. 

A Webtrac ID may be obtained through Parent Central. For 
details, call 938-8893.  

West Point Career Expo
The West Point Career Expo is scheduled 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Sept. 12 at the West Point Club, available to transitioning  U.S. 
service members, veterans and military spouses. 

Meet with top companies to discuss career opportunities, 
and learn how to advance your career by meeting with top 
colleges and universities. This event is free to job seekers and 
open to the public. 

For employers seeking to register, call Shelley Conklin at 
210-837-5200 or Jeri Glowacki at 210-385-3532. 

It is recommended that job seekers register at http://bit.
ly/XGJUyt. For details, contact the Employment Readiness 
Program Manager at 938-5658 or Ellen.Stoneham@usma.edu.

EFMP Families Coffee Time
Join the Exceptional Family Members Program for Coffee 

Time 10-11:30 a.m. Sept. 4. Enjoy coffee, tea and light 
refreshments in exchange for your ideas, suggestions and advice 
while EFMP plans its next year.  

To RSVP or if you have any questions, contact Josephine 
Toohey at 938-5655 or josephine.toohey@usma.edu, or Anne 
Marshall at 938-0232 or anne.marshall@usma.edu. 

Sunday Brunch at the West Point Club
Join the West Point Club 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Sundays from 

Sept. 7 through Nov. 23 for its seasonal Sunday Brunch.
 There is a minimal fee for the brunch. Reservations are 

suggested. For details, call 938-5120.

September events with Outdoor Recreation 
Equipment Center

• Rock Climbing Class—1-4 p.m. Sept. 7. Join ODR for this 
introduction to rock climbing class. ODR will focus on building 
solid fundamental skills and giving you the knowledge to become 
a skilled and confi dent rock climber. You will learn about the 
equipment and fundamentals of climbing. We provide all the 
necessary gear for this activity. 

• Sterling Forest Fire Tower Hike—9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 13. 
Join Outdoor Recreation for a day hike to one of the last Fire 
Towers still used in New York State. 

There is a minimal fee for some of these events. For details, 
call 938-0123.

ACS Relocation Readiness class schedule
• Smooth Moves—Whether your facing your fi rst real PCS or 

whether you have moved numerous times already, this workshop 
will help you prepare for what’s ahead, 9-10 a.m. Sept. 18. 

All classes take place at ACS, Bldg. 622 and are free of 
charge. For details and to register, call 938-3487. 

September Trips with Leisure Travel Services 
• Sept. 4, Theater Van to Broadway—leave West Point at 

5p.m., leave NYC at 11 p.m. Purchase half-price theater tickets 
at the discount TKTS ticket booth and leave the transportation 
to LTS. 

• Sept. 13, The Feast of San Gennaro, Little Italy NYC—
leave West Point at 11 a.m., leave NYC at 5:30 p.m. New York’s 
oldest, biggest and best street festival.

There is a minimal fee for these trips. For details, call LTS 
at 938-3601.

New Parent Support Group
The Family Advocacy Program invites you to attend the 

New Parent Support Group, a supportive program for new and 
expecting parents. A lactation consultant from Keller Army 
Community Hospital and child development specialists are 
available to answer questions about breastfeeding, sleep issues, 
crying and calming, baby proofi ng, safety and much more.  

Join the group 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sept. 9 and 23, Oct. 14 and 
28, Nov. 18 and Dec. 9. 

For details, call 845-938-3369 or 845-938-0629.

ACS Family Readiness Group classes
Army Community Service presents Family Readiness Group 

classes in a monthly series intended to span the spectrum of 
topics.  Attendees discuss all aspects of family readiness groups 
from having an effective FRG, the role of FRGs in today’s 
Army, the role of volunteers in the FRG, or how to keep and 
raise funds legally and within the Army’s regulatory guidance 
and local procedures. 

The sessions will be held at the Army Community Service 
offi ces in Bldg. 622 4-5 p.m. today and Sept. 25. 

For details or to reserve your seat, contact Michelle Bradley 
at 938-4621 or Michelle.Bradley@usma.edu. 

Leagues forming now for the MWR Bowling Center 
The Tuesday Night Enlisted League begins 6:30 p.m. Sept. 

16 and continues for 14 weeks. The league is open to all enlisted 
Soldiers and DOD civilian employees. A meeting is scheduled 
6:30 p.m. Sept. 9 for those interested. 

The West Point Saturday Morning USBC Youth League will 
start 9 a.m. Sept. 13 at the West Point Bowling Center. 

All ages are welcome. There is a registration fee and weekly 
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Friday—Dawn of the Planet of the Apes, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Hercules, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Guardians of the Galaxy, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
Sept. 5—Guardians of the Galaxy, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 6—Into the Storm, PG-13, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 6—Hercules, PG-13, 9:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.shopmyexchange.com/
ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.
MOVIES at MAHAN West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday 

through Sept. 4
8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of Aug. 28-Sept. 4
Channels 8/23

Keller Corner
Blood Drive

The New York Blood Center’s Blood 
Drive ends today at Eisenhower Hall’s 
Fourth Floor Ballroom. 

The hours of operation are 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.  

To make an appointment, call 938-2583. 
IDs are required and walk-ins are always 
welcome.

Developmental Hearing/Screenings
Not all children develop the same way 

… some need extra help.  
If you have concerns with your child’s 

communication skills, motor skills, self-
help skills, learning, behavior and/or 
social interactions, join us at our free 
Developmental/Hearing Screenings.   

The screenings will be conducted at 
the Stony CDC (1207 Patrick Trail) in 
conjunction with Audiology, EDIS and West 
Point School for ages birth to 5 years old.  

The screenings are scheduled 8:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Sept. 16 by appointment only.

For  de ta i l s  and  to  schedu le  an 
appointment, call 938-2698/6868.

First in Patient Satisfaction
West Point MEDDAC ranks first in 

MEDCOM for Patient Satisfaction at 96.4 
percent for July in the Army Provider Level 
Satisfaction Survey. 

Please don’t forget to fi ll out the survey 
when you receive it in the mail. Let us know 
how we can help you. We value you your 
opinion.

• Operation Homefront: Balfour Beatty 
Communities has partnered with Operation 
Homefront to help Army families of active 
duty service members in the ranks of E-1 
through E-8. Operation Homefront has donated 
boy’s swim suits in the following sizes: small, 
medium, large and extra-large. 

Email jgellman@bbcgrp.com with your 
rank (E1-E8) and size of child or children. Only 
email registration will be accepted. Registration 
is based on fi rst come and one suit per child.

• Grandparents Day: Join BBC as 
it makes special gifts from the heart, for 
Grandparent  Day, to show them how much we 
care about grandparents. 

Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop 3- 4:30 p.m. Sept. 

LifeWorks
5 to take part in the festivities. 

To personalize your craft, bring a picture of 
you and your grandparents. To register, please 
email jgellman@bbcgrp.com on or before 
Wednesday.

• Color Wars: Calling all high school 
students ... come kick off your school year with 
our 2nd annual Color Wars 3-4:30 p.m. Sept. 7 
at Dragon Park in Stony Housing II. The event 
is open to all high school students. The event is 
free and sponsored by Club Beyond and Balfour 
Beatty Communities LifeWorks. 

Wear a white shirt and come prepared 
to battle it out in our color wars. For details, 
contact Bekah Siau at 845-570-0569 or Bsiau@
clubbeyond.org.

West Point Museum offers World War I display
The West Point Museum’s initial exhibit to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of World War I is currently on display. 
The display features uniforms worn by armies of the major 
European nations in 1914. Central to the display is a Field 
Marshal’s tunic worn by Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria, 
the leader of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1914. It was the 
assassination of his nephew and heir to the throne, Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, that sparked the global war. This uniform 
coat is fl anked to its right by a German 4th Hussar coat of 
purple wool with yellow trim. The hussars (light cavalry) of all 
nations were among the most colorfully-uniformed of soldiers. 
To the right of the hussar uniform is an overcoat and service 
cap of the Imperial Russian Army. Poorly-led and equipped, 
the Russian soldiers suffered serious defeats at the hands 
of Germany. With the collapse of the Romanoff dynasty as a 
result of revolution, Russian forces were withdrawn from the 
war. To the left of the Franz Joseph tunic is the dress coat 
and cap of an offi cer of the British Royal Rifl e Corps. On the 
far left of the display is a French infantryman’s overcoat and 
kepi as worn into the war in 1914. As the four years of the 
war’s commemoration proceed, this and other displays will 
change, making use of the extensive collections of World 
War I artifacts. The exhibit is in the History of Warfare Gallery 
located on the 1st fl oor of the Museum. Admission is free. The 
West Point Museum is located at  2110 South Post Road. For 
details about the exhibit, call 938-3590 or visit www.usma.edu/
museum.             Photo By the West Point MUseUM 
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By Mady Salvani
Army Athletic Communications 

Junior forward Bailey Widman scored twice and sophomore 
goalkeeper Jordan Cassalia was spectacular in goal with six 
saves as Army shocked Big East member and 2013 NCAA 
participant St. John’s, 2-1, Monday evening at Clinton Field 
before 817 fans.

The win is the first of the season for the Black Knights (1-1-
0) while St. John’s (1-1-0) suffered its first loss of the season. St. 
John’s came into the contest boasting the Big East’s preseason 
Offensive and Defensive Players of the Year.

The Red Storm were picked third in the Big East Preseason 
Coaches’ Poll behind Marquette and Georgetown. Army was 
picked fourth in the Patriot League’s preseason poll.

Widman tallied in the 34th minute off a pass from Ellen 
Duckwall for the first goal scored against St. John’s this season. 
The junior recorded her second goal five minutes into the second 
half off an assist from sophomore Pam Wishart that put Army 
up 2-0.

“I had a nice ball to my foot both times in the box,” Widman 
said. “We just knew we could bring our game to a different level 
tonight. Everyone started playing better together, connecting 
more and we had more opportunities in the box.

“I was excited for the first goal,” she added. “I pretended 
that no one was there in front of me. It worked out that way as 
the ball came right to my foot as Ellen played a perfect ball in. 
After the second goal, we were able to possess at the end.

“St. John’s is a very strong and very aggressive team, but 

with its high pressure, we were able to get runs in from behind,” 
Widman concluded.

Cassalia, who made two stops in the first half, pulled up 
with four saves in the second half to include three rejections of 
attempts by Rachel Daly, last year’s Big East Newcomer of the 
Year and Offensive Player of the Year, who led the nation in 
goals (23) in 2013. Daly, who recorded a game-high nine shots, 
was also named to the Hermann Trophy Watch List in 2014.

Twice Cassalia beat St. John’s one-on-one and punched away 
another attempt and throughout the game denied the Red Storm 
on crossing attempts to saves to beating players to lead passes.

An own goal in the 74th minute drew St. John’s to 2-1 of 
Army, but the Black Knights did not allow them to score the 
equalizer as they held the Red Storm to just three shots, two by 
Daly, over the time remaining.

St. John’s outshot Army 6-3 in the first half with the Black 
Knights recording three corner kicks. The Red Storm led in the 
second half but could not score the equalizer.

“St. John’s is a really good team and this is a good result 
for us,” head coach Marcia McDermott said. “We played 60 
minutes of very good soccer and we gutted it out for another 
30 minute, but that is a good step for us. I think we have proven 
to ourselves the level we can play at, and we want to put 90 
minutes of that level together.

“I was still very impressed with the determination by the 
way our team fought through to the very end and fought for this 
result,” she added.

With the victory, the Black Knights pulled out to a 7-2 lead 
in the all-time series that began in 1988.

Army Women’s Soccer defeats Big East’s St. John’s 2-1
Junior forward Bailey Widman scores one of her two goals to lead Army past 2013 NCAA participant St. John’s 2-1 Monday at Clinton Field. It was the Black 
Knights first win of the season (1-1).                 Photos By Cordell hoffer     

Sophomore goalkeeper Jordan Cassalia made six 
saves to help Army to a 2-1 victory over St. John’s 
Monday at Clinton Field. Cassalia stopped St. John’s 
twice on one-on-one’s.     


