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Leaders prepare 
cadets for summer.
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A commencement marks the graduation of students with the distribution of diplomas and awards. 
It also denotes a start, or beginning. For more than 1,000 members of the U.S. Military Academy 
Class of 2014, the graduation and commissioning ceremonies marked the end of their time at 
West Point as cadets and the start of their military careers as uniformed offi cers. (Above) The 
new second lieutenants jubilantly toss their hats in the air at the end of the graduation and 
commissioning ceremonies. (Right) After a cadet received his diploma, he jumps up and chest 
bumps his Company D-3 TAC NCO, Sgt. 1st Class Eric Williams. See Pages 3-5, 10-11 for stories 
and photos.            Photos by sgt. 1st Class ChristoPher FinChaM/usMa Pao (aboVe) and eriC s. bartelt/PV (right) 
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Pointer View  news & Features

By 2nd Lt. Jared Gray 
3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 4IBCT, 3rd Infantry Division

         
First Lt. Colin Mahon was a U.S. Military Academy cadet two years ago and had been 

to Camp Buckner many times during his time at West Point.  As Maj. Cory Carter, a USMA 
military science professor, reviewed the cadet standards for this year’s summer training, 
Mahon began to see just how far he has come since graduation.

“It’s a surreal experience to come back here and actually train and evaluate cadets who 
are where I was two years ago,” Mahon, a native of Queens, New York, said. “It’s different 
to be on this side of things.”

Officers and non-commissioned officers from 4th Brigade, 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry 
Regiment, also known as the “Can Do” Battalion, attended West Point’s “OC Academy” 
to prepare for their mission to train and mentor cadets during Cadet Leader Development 
Training.

Soldiers brushed up on their knowledge of basic battle drills and movement techniques 
so they could thoroughly teach cadets the correct standards and operating procedures for 
those given tasks. They also learned the standards the cadets will be graded on. 

“Tactics are important but we are mostly going to grade on their leadership and potential 
to be future platoon leaders,” Carter said. 

The Soldiers were told the most valuable training cadets will receive will be the one-
on-one interaction they have with the OCs and their squads when not conducting missions. 
The interaction will provide the OCs with an opportunity to mentor cadets which could 
have a lasting impact on their careers in the Army profession.

At the conclusion of the three-day training event, the officers and NCOs seemed eager 
for CLDT to begin.

“It’s awesome that I get a chance to impact tomorrow’s officers and give them what I 
have learned from my years of experience,” Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Navarro, a platoon sergeant 
with 2nd Platoon, Bravo Company, 3rd Bn., 15th Inf. Reg., said.

“Can Do” leaders prepare to train cadets

Non-commissioned officers from 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment conduct 
practical exercises of the basic tactics they will grade cadets on during Cadet 
Leader Development Training. From right, Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Navarro, Company B 
platoon sergeant; 1st Sgt. Christopher Condra, Co. B first sergeant; Staff Sgt. Andre 
Harris, Co. A weapons squad leader; with two other Soldiers as they take part in the 
exercises.                                                                              Courtesy Photo

Thank you to everyone for your graduation support
Thank you to the West Point community, the academy faculty and staff and our West Point Garrison teammates for your outstanding 

support in making the Class of 2014 graduation such a momentous occasion. We are grateful for your tremendous flexibility over the last 
few days and appreciate your hard work leading up to and during the event.

It was clear that many of you put in exceptional effort to prepare for the event; the great results speak volumes. From the extensive 
preparation of the academy grounds and Michie Stadium, to the mammoth security responsibilities, you ensured this was a safe and beautiful 
venue for this year’s graduation events. We are also very proud of those who waited patiently to attend the graduation ceremony. You were 
an enthusiastic crowd and represented West Point well.

We are looking to a summer filled with outstanding training and to receiving the Class of 2018. This is also an opportunity to take a 
well-deserved break and spend some quality time with your families and friends. Please keep the health and safety of your family a number 
one priority and always consider physical security and travel safety in your plans.

Again, I was proud to see all of our teammates working together and showing support for the Class of 2014 and their families, friends 
and our distinguished guests. Good job and congratulations again to our newest graduating class.

 

           Go Army! 
           Robert L. Caslen Jr.
           Lieutenant General, U.S. Army
           59th Superintendent
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Obama tells Class of 2014 that American 
exceptionalism is about leading by example

Story and photo by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

A West Point graduation is where drill and ceremony meets 
pomp and circumstance and for the U.S. Military Academy Class 
of 2014, all the parades, speeches and award ceremonies came 
to an end Wednesday. 

USMA Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. told the 
Class of 2014 what makes these events so unique is how they 
serve to bind several generations that  represent the past, present 
and future of West Point.

“On Memorial Day, we honored those who serve this nation 

and have made the ultimate sacrifice,” Caslen said. “During the 
Alumni Review, we reaffirmed a bond between the past service of 
our alumni and today’s Corps of Cadets. And with graduation, the 
great Class of 2014 joins the Long Gray Line, leading America’s 
sons and daughters while building the Army of today and the 
Army of tomorrow.”

For many firsties, Graduation Week was a reminder of all 
they are leaving behind, but still it was hard to believe the 47 
months were finally over.

“It’s almost surreal an experience because I don’t feel 
yet that I’m graduating,” Class of 2014 Cadet Warren Geary 
said. “It feels like an ordinary day—another parade, another 
banquet.” 

If it seemed normal for Geary, speaking before the graduation 
banquet at Washington Hall Tuesday, it was probably because 
his focus wasn’t on diplomas and the hat toss—he was too 
busy scrutinizing every detail at every table, making sure his 
classmates and their guests were squared away. 

“This is what I do,” Geary said.
As the ring and crest committee chairperson, Geary has 

worked behind the scenes at every class banquet and at the 
forefront too, taking the podium to raise his glass and lead a toast.

The commencement marks the journey’s end for 1,064 cadets 
but the word itself denotes a beginning or a start. Although 
cadet life is over, Geary said the significance of not only the 
commencement, but the entire time spent at West Point is about 
a beginning.

“The whole experience wasn’t meant to simply get a college 
degree, but to begin a life of service and we’ve chosen to do that 
as second lieutenants,” he said. “The commencement is aptly 

phrased because we’ve spent 47 months preparing to start our 
lives as officers once we pin on those bars.”

Geary knows that the Corps is carrying on without him and 
1,063 of his classmates. Even as they celebrated this week with 
family and friends abound, hundreds of cadets were sweating 
it out at Camp Buckner. 

“You know, sure, we’ve been there and done that, but I 
actually value most what cadets are doing out there right now,” 
Geary said. “Cadet Leader Development Training (CLDT) 
was a real gut check for me; it shows you can do even more 
than you think. Just thinking about the cadets out there now, I 
kind of know how the old grads feel when they come back and 
reminisce about their Buckner. You see the look in their eyes 
like, ‘I remember this, and now it’s someone else’s turn.’ I’m 
starting to feel that now.”

The words “carry on” define much of the West Point 
experience for Geary, meaning that no matter what challenges 
he encountered along the way, it’s necessary to find a way not 
only persevere but to thrive under the pressure. 

“For some it might have been like the flowers bloomed 
under each foot step, but I’m not one of those people,” he said. 
“I definitely had some struggles and got through them. I carried 
on, and when others had problems, I helped carry them too. 
One of the things I’ll take away from West Point is that if you 
want to succeed, you can. You just have to carry on.” 

Read more about the Class of 2014 Graduation Banquet at: 
www.usma.edu/news/SitePages/Class%20of%202014%20
Graduation%20Banquet.aspx.

Journey’s end is a new beginning for graduates

By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

In 2010, President Barack Obama spoke 
to the West Point graduating class about 
the nation’s focus on Afghanistan and the 
transition out of Iraq. An altogether different 
message was presented Wednesday at the U.S. 
Military Academy Class of 2014 graduation 
ceremony at Michie Stadium.

Delivering the commencement address 
on a misty Hudson Valley morning, Obama 
spoke at length on American leadership 
and exceptionalism—a time of opportunity 
supported by a recovering economy and a 
military returning home.

Though they are the 13th consecutive class 
to graduate at West Point with a nation still 
at war—the longest in U.S. history—Obama 
said they may be the first since the War on 
Terror began to never touch ground in Iraq or 
Afghanistan.

The president warned that a changing world 
will not be without new dangers.

“It will be your generation’s task to 
respond to this new world,” Obama said. 
“The question we face—the question you will 
face—is not whether America will lead, but 
how we will lead, not just to secure our peace 
and prosperity, but also to extend peace and 
prosperity around the globe.”

America isolationism is not an option, the 
president said.

“But to say we have an interest in pursuing 
peace and freedom beyond our borders is not to 
say that every problem has a military solution,” 
Obama said. “Since World War II, some of 
our most costly mistakes came not from our 
restraint, but our willingness to rush into 
military adventures, without thinking through 
the consequences.”

When the president announced the surge 
in Afghanistan in 2009 from the stage at 
Eisenhower Hall, four service members in 
attendance that day would lose their lives in 
that effort.

“I believe America’s security demanded 
those deployments. But I am haunted by those 
deaths. I am haunted by those wounds,” Obama 
said. “And I would betray my duty to you 
and to the country we love if I sent you into 
harm’s way simply because I saw a problem 
somewhere in the world that needed fixing, 
or because I was worried about critics who 
think military intervention is the only way for 
America to avoid looking weak.”

America’s strength and leadership is 
its ability to work multilaterally, building 
effective coalitions to keep the peace and 
enforce international order.

Obama spoke of his intention to put the 
U.S. out front in the face of cyber-attacks—to 

secure its networks and citizens, and on the 
forefront of  the global effort to combat climate 
change. 

“You see, America is always stronger 
when we lead by example,” Obama said. “We 
cannot exempt ourselves from the rules that 

apply to everyone else. I believe in American 
exceptionalism with every fiber of my being. 
But what makes us exceptional is not our 
ability to flout international norms and the 
rule of law; it’s our willingness to affirm them 
through our actions.”

Class of 2014 Cadet Warren Geary delivers a toast 
at the graduation banquet Tuesday.

President Barack Obama speaks to the Class of 2014 and those in attendence 
during the U.S. Military Academy Graduation and Commissioning Ceremonies 
Wednesday at Michie Stadium.            Photo by eriC s. bartelt/PV
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Song selected as 2014 Mason Award recipient
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Class of 2014 Cadet Kaoru Song received the Mason 
Award May 20 during a ceremony at Keller Army 
Community Hospital. The award is presented annually to 
the graduating cadet with the highest grade point average 
who will be attending medical school.

Song, graduating with a 4.2 GPA, said he decided 
on three majors as a plebe, all having very little to do 
with medicine.

“I wanted Mathematics, Psychology or Chinese,” 
Song said. “My first pick was Chinese. I studied Chinese 
for two years.”

Song went to China in 2011 on a spring immersion 
trip and eventually changed his major to chemistry when 
he decided to enter the medical field.

Song was already well-traveled due to his mother’s 
work with the Korean Embassy. Song said he attended 
elementary school in Japan, middle school in Korea and 
graduated high school in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. 

The person who influenced him the most about going 
into the medical field was his uncle.

“My uncle was a hospital commander in the Republic 
of Korea Army,” Song said. “I fell down stairs once when 
I was living in Korea and my uncle took me under his 
wing. I always remember him wearing that blue beret.”

Song said he shadowed physicians in several hospitals 
in Korea, one near the DMZ zone, and in the U.S.

“I went because I knew Korean and they knew my 
uncle,” Song said. “I also went to a Catholic non-profit 
hospital while in Korea. There was a very different 
atmosphere there.”

While at West Point, Song also shadowed physicians 
at the William Beaumont Army Medical Center in Fort 
Bliss, Texas.

Song’s future plans include becoming a hospital 
commander like his uncle and maybe retire as a farmer/
physician who can provide simple healthcare to the local 
community.

“I want to have a long career in the Army and then 
retire and become a farmer,” Song said. “I heard that 
Nebraska has a shortage of physicians. I would want 
to farm and then on the side help the community by 
providing medical services. They wouldn’t have to pay 
me—well—maybe a cow or doing the lawn.”

The Mason Award was established in honor of 
Richard Mason, a U.S. Military Academy Class of 1968 
graduate. Mason served several highly decorated tours 
in Vietnam. After returning, he went to medical school 
and completed his internship and residency in Internal 
Medicine at Letterman Army Medical Center in San 
Francisco. Mason died of cancer in 1977 at the age of 30. 
His parents established this award in his honor.

Col. Felicia Pehrson, commander of Keller Army 
Community Hospital, presented the Mason Award to 
Song.

“Cadet Song, you are talented and goal-oriented, yet 
humble and I’m told you would give the shirt off your 
back to someone in need,” Pehrson said. “I have no doubt 
you will accomplish great things in Army medicine. I 
wish you the best.”

Ten cadets entering medical school were in attendance 
to receive the Army Medical Regiment Crest pin. The 
total number of cadets from the Class of 2014 entering 
medical school is 21. Twelve cadets will be attending the 
Department of Defense’s Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland, including 
Song. By law, only 2 percent of the graduating cadets at 
West Point can go directly to medical school. Thirty-five 
Class of 2014 cadets commissioned into the Medical 
Service branch.

Class of 2014 Cadet Kaoru Song was the recipient of the 2014 
Mason Award, presented May 20 during a ceremony at Keller 
Army Community Hospital.

Webber, 4th generation USMA graduate, 
keeps family tradition going Army strong
Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Second Lt. Kenneth Eugene Webber is not only one of the newest members of the Long Gray 
Line but also the next Webber to follow a family tradition of West Point graduates. Kenneth is the 
fourth Kenneth Webber to graduate from the U. S. Military Academy and is the fourth generation 
graduate of West Point.

“All of the previous Webber West Point graduates were or will be deployed overseas to serve 
the country in times of war,” Kurt Webber, Kenneth’s father, said. “The latest Ken Webber to 
graduate from West Point continues a legacy of service that dates back to 1923, and that comes 
from the values of Duty, Honor, Country and selfless service instilled in all West Point graduates.”

Kenneth follows his great-grandfather, U.S. Air Force retired Maj. Gen. Kenneth Eugene 
Webber, (his namesake), USMA Class of 1923, who served in China during World War II; 
grandfather, retired Col. Kenneth Eugene Webber Jr., USMA Class of 1948, who commanded an 
Infantry battalion in Vietnam; and his father, retired Lt. Col. Kurt Webber, USMA Class of 1979, 
who served in Iraq. 

Kenneth’s uncle, retired Lt. Col. Kenneth Eugene Webber III, USMA Class of 1974, served with 
the 7th Special Forces Group in Operation Just Cause in Panama in 1989. His older brother Capt. 
Kristopher Webber, a USMA Class of 2010 graduate, served in Afghanistan, and his cousin, 2nd 
Lt. Kandace Webber, USMA Class of 2013, will be deploying to Afghanistan in June. Her sister 
Kaitlin, although not a West Point graduate, is a first lieutenant and had served in Afghanistan.

 “I’ve been going through basic officer training and training with my unit,” Kandace said. “I 
will be deploying to Afghanistan in a few weeks.” 

Second  Lt. Kenneth Eugene Webber, Class of 2014 graduate, is joined by family 
members at his commissioning and bar pinning ceremony Wednesday at the 
Ski Lodge following the graduation ceremony. 
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WEBBER, 
cont’d from Page 4

(Right) Second  Lt. Kenneth Eugene Webber, 
Class of 2014 graduate, has the rank pinned 
on his uniform by his mother, Elisabeth, and 
his grandfather, Kenneth, at the ceremony May 
28 at the Ski Lodge following the graduation 
ceremony. His brother, Capt. Kristopher Webber, 
administered the oath.

Visit us on Flickr 
t o  s e e  m o r e 
graduation photos
www.fl ickr.com/photos/west_point/

Outside of his great-grandfather Maj. Gen. Kenneth 
Webber, who died in 1980, all fi ve of the living Webber West 
Point graduates were at Kenneth’s graduation to welcome 
him into the Long Gray Line of West Point graduates. 

“I’m excited to start a new phase in my life,” the newly-
commissioned Field Artillery offi cer said. “The friendships 
I’ve made, especially in my company, is something I’ll 
take with me. We never had to scramble, we had the same 
company for the last four years.”

 Capt. Kristopher Webber adminsitered the oath during 
the commissioning ceremony, while his mother and 
grandfather pinned the rank on his shoulders. 

The captain recalled when his father Kurt pinned the 
bars on him in 2010.

“It’s a tradition in my family,” Kristopher said. “My 

grandfather’s Class of 1948 donated to build the ski lodge 
and my brother and I were part of the Alpine Ski team.”

After graduation and some leave, Kenneth will be 
going through Field Artillery offi cer training at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, and then will serve in the 4th Infantry Division 
at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

 “Here again, Kenneth is the fourth generation to serve 
in this unit,” Kurt said. “In this case, it was another great-
grandfather, Col. Perry D. Swindler, who served as the 
executive offi cer of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry in the 
4th Infantry Division during World War II; his grandfather, 
Col. Kenneth Webber Jr., commanded the 2nd Battalion, 8th 
Infantry in Vietnam and me, who served in the 4th Infantry 
Division after my graduation.”
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Grapplers place 3rd in U.S. World Team Trials

By Maj. Dan Ciccarelli
Combatives Club Officer-In-Charge

The West Point Grappling Club 
touched down in San Diego May 16 
hoping to compete in the United States 
Pankration World Team Trials.  

Pankration’s a sport that is being 
revived from its roots in Ancient Greek 
Olympiads by FILA, the international 
governing body for Freestyle and Greco 
Roman Wrestling.  

The sport looks much like modern 
Mixed Martial Arts with a blend of 
striking, chokes and submissions, but with 
more protective gear. In modern times, the 
sport is re-emerging as a limited strike 
grappling match resembling points Karate 
that meets grappling.  

The fires in San Diego almost canceled 
the event because the venue was in Camp 
Pendleton where 19,000 acres of land was 
consumed by wildfire causing the base to 
be evacuated and closed. The staff at the 
United States Fight League, a non-profit 
amateur promotion, scrambled to get a 
new venue and get the rules changed to 
allow the competition. Since Pankration 
was not approved by the California State 
Athletic Commission, only a venue on 
federal land could host the competition. 

Dan Henderson’s Gym in Temecula, 
California, provided the venue and all 
teams still had a way of competing, but 

under grappling rules only, no strikes.  
That didn’t matter to the West Point club 
and the cadets who took home a third-
place prize at the trials.  

There were 14 weight classes and 
the team only had competitors in four of 
those weight classes. However, the team 
had one champion, two runners up, a 
third- and fourth-place finisher.  All but 
two of the wins by the team members were 
submissions.   

The first- and second-place teams sent 
full rosters from the 1st Infantry Division 
in Fort Riley, Kansas, and the Marine team 
from 29 Palms.  

West Point Grappling Club finished 
higher than the widely known Team 
Quest whose founding members consist 
of Randy Couture, Dan Henderson and 
Matt Lindland enabling the top three team 
finishes to be an all-military group.  

“At first I was thinking that I would 
be happy to win a match at the World 
Team Trials, but I gained confidence after 
I finished my first opponent in less than 
one minute,” Class of 2016 Cadet Paul 
Getchell, team captain, said. 

Getchell placed second at 169 lbs., 
recording three straight submission 
victories to reach the finals and secure a 
spot on the USA team going to the World 
Championships in Budapest, Hungary, in 
October.  

Class of 2015 Cadet Dylan Jankovich 

was the team’s lone champion, also with 
three straight submission victories to go 
into the finals at 145 lbs.  

The finals were entirely in Jankovich’s 
favor as he won by a 9-1 major decision.  
A San Diego native, he had some moral 
support from his parents and siblings in 
his corner.  

“This is very special because I won 
a National Judo Championship and I 
followed it up with a title in Pankration,” 
Jankovich said.   

Class of 2014 Cadet Austin Bowman 
and Class of 2017 Cadet John Santos 
also stepped into the fray at 185 and 202 
lbs., respectively. Bowman won three 
consecutive submission victories before 
losing in the finals. Santos, a former high 
school wrestler from Washington State, 
was a Novice Champion at the National 
Collegiate Judo Championships at 185 lbs. 
this year and added a third-place showing 
at the Pankration World Team Trials at his 
natural weight of 202 lbs. 

He made it to the semifinals before 
being sent to the consolation bracket 
where he beat teammate Class of 2015 
Cadet Nathan Ebito by decision.  His third 
place match  was tied 2-2 before Santos 
chin whipped his larger opponent to his 
back for a two point takedown quickly 
transitioning to mount for an additional 
three points while his opponent fought off 
submission attempts for the final minute 

Four cadets earn spots on U.S. World Team

winning by a 7-2 decision. 
There was not one cadet without at least two wins in this 

double elimination tournament. Other notable performances 
were Class of 2017 Cadet Thomas Clark, who placed fourth, 
Class of 2016 Cadets JT Russel and Ryon Keith, and Class of 
2015 Cadet Ethan Ebito.

   Maj. Dan Ciccarelli and Drew Van Dam served as officers-
in-charge of the team, both from the Department of Physical 
Education. 

From left: Class of 2014 Cadet  Austin Bowman (2nd, 
185 lbs. ), Class of 2015 Cadet Dylan Jankovich (1st, 
145 lbs.), Class of 2017 Cadet John Santos (3rd, 202 
lbs.) and Class of 2016 Cadet and Team Captain Paul 
Getchell (2nd, 169 lbs.)                           Courtesy Photo
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2014 CLASS NOTES
• The highest cumulative cadet performance score (overall) was earned 

by Louis Tobergte.

• The highest cumulative academic quality point average was earned 
by Erin Mauldin, class valedictorian.

• The highest cumulative military program score was earned by 
Alexander Canacci.

• The highest cumulative physical program score was earned by Tyler 
Rauenzahn.

• Among the graduating cadets commissioned as Army second 
lieutenants, from the Class of 2014 there were three commissioned in the 
Air Force, two in the Navy and one in the Marine Corps.

• The Class of 2014 has 89 cadets who are sons or daughters of 
West Point graduates. Eleven of these cadets have parents who are both 
graduates.

• This is West Point’s 216th graduating class and the 35th class to 
graduate women.  Women make up 17 percent of the graduating class and 
3 percent of the honor graduates are women.

• Among the 1,064 cadets expected to receive diplomas at the 
commencement ceremony, 11 were international cadets and will return 
to their respective nations for service.

Members of the Class of 2014 enthusiastically exit the stage with 
diplomas in hands duirng the graduation ceremony at Michie 
Stadium. 
  aboVe Photo by eriC bartelt/usMa Pao; below Photo by Kathy eastwood/usMa Pao

Flanked by the commandant, the dean and the superintendent, Class of 2014 Cadet Matthew Mayeaux 
received the loudest round of applause at the graduation ceremony and a sack of money as the 
celebrated “goat” of the class. It is West Point tradition for the cadet graduating with the lowest grade 
point average to receive a dollar from every other member of the class.     
              Photo by sgt. 1st Class ChristoPher FinChaM/usMa Pao
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Second Lt.  Alfred J. Fields is surrounded by family during his commissioning oath and bar 
pinning ceremony inside Thayer Award Room. Administering the oath to the Transportation 
Corps officer was Lt. Col. Howard McInvale, his instructor from the Department of Mathematical 
Sciences. Fields thanked everyone in attendance for the ceremony and said “All of us did this 
together. It wasn’t me, myself and I.”                                                  Photo by MiKe strasser/usMa Pao

(Above) After the diplomas were distributed, 
members of the Class of 2014 raised their 
right hands and took the commissioning 
oath in front of thousands of family, friends 
and guests at the graduation ceremony at 
Michie Stadium. (Right) Second Lt. James 
Anderson finds Washington Statue as 
the perfect location for his bar pinning 
ceremony.    Photo by Kathy eastwood/usMa Pao

Flanked by the commandant, the dean and the superintendent, Class of 2014 Cadet Matthew Mayeaux 
received the loudest round of applause at the graduation ceremony and a sack of money as the 
celebrated “goat” of the class. It is West Point tradition for the cadet graduating with the lowest grade 
point average to receive a dollar from every other member of the class.     
              Photo by sgt. 1st Class ChristoPher FinChaM/usMa Pao
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OSJA closure

The Office of the Staff Judge Advocate will close at 10 a.m. 
Friday. OSJA will re-open during regular business hours June 2.

For details, call CW2 Anahi A. Guzman, legal administrator, 
at 938-6371. 

WPWC’s Cookbook and Shoppe hours
The West Point Women’s Club’s newest cookbook “Eat, 

Drink and Beat Navy” is available now in the West Point 
Women’s Club Gift Shoppe. 

If you have pre-ordered your book, please pick it up. The 
WPWC Gift Shoppe is located at Bldg. 695, just north of the 
cemetery on Washington Road.

The gift shoppe is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays in June. 

Protestant Women of the Chapel Summer Schedule 
Get out of the house and join the Protestant Women of the 

Chapel at parks around West Point for a time of fellowship and 
playtime for your kids, or come for the fellowship even without 
kids. 

Meet us at the park 10-11:30 a.m. on these dates:
• June 6, Chapel Annex on Biddle Loop; 
• June 18, Five Star Inn on Merritt Road; 
• July 2, Winans Road and East Moore Road; 
• July 16, Dragon Park; 
• July 30, Stony I Hilltop;
• Aug. 13, Grey Ghost on Alexander Place. 
For our Summer Bible Studies and more details, like us on 

Facebook West Point PWOC or email wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

Protestant Women of the Chapel welcomes you
Join the members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Swing into R2C
West Point’s Ready and Resilient Campaign along with 

MWR and the West Point Golf Course will host “Swing into 
R2C” Friday at the West Point Golf Course. The open house 
will take place 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-6 p.m.

The open house will have more than 20 Army Programs.  
Come learn about the Army Career Alumni Program, Better 
Opportunity for Single Soldiers, Sexual Harassment/Assault 
Response and Prevention Program and a host of Army 
Programs dedicated to improving the lives of Soldiers, 
families, civilians and retirees.   

While you are there, enjoy a lunch at the Club House or 
come with your foursome and play in the first golf scramble 
for the Commander’s Cup, sponsored by MWR.  

For details, contact the West Point Ready and Resilient 
Campaign at 938-0582.

Volkssport Club at West Point fitness walk
The Volkssport Club at West Point and Keller Army 

Hospital will co-sponsor a fitness walk June 7. 
Register from 10 a.m.-noon at the hospital entrance. Two 

trails, 5 km and 10 km, will be offered and must be completed 
by 2 p.m. 

These trails are not the same as the West Point year round 
walks. Follow the trail markers through residential areas, 
explore the cemetery finding the graves of military heroes 
and see the campus of the U.S. Army Prep School.  

The walk is free with AVA credit. Credit is given for 
AVA Special Programs: Cities in Song, Honoring Our Flag, 
National Register of Historic Places, Rainbow Color Named 
Places and Trekking With Trees. Water and restrooms are 
available at the start point.  

For details, visit www.avaclubs.org/WestPoint or call 
845-446-4709.

9-11 a.m. each Wednesday at the Post Chapel. 
Fellowship is awesome, worship is beautiful and childcare 

is provided. 
Grow your knowledge and love of God with them. There are 

also many service opportunities. 
Contact PWOC by email at wp.pwoc@gmail.com or on 

Facebook at facebook@WestPointPWOC.

Most Holy Trinity change 
The Most Holy Trinity Church has made a change for the 

Summer Mass schedule.
For the daily mass block, it is now at 12:05 p.m. Monday-

Friday, which is subject to change. 
For details, call the chaplain’s office at 938-8760.

Army Athletics Sports Camps
Army Athletics offers a variety of Day and Overnight Summer 

Sports Camps. Campers participate in a full day of learning, fine 
tuning fundamental skills, chalk talks, videos, organized games 
and have around-the-clock supervision.  

For details, visit goarmysports.com/camps. To contact 
a specific sport camp for more details, visit http://register.
armysportscamps.com/help.

Counseling available
The West Point Family Life Chaplain mission is to enrich 

relationships by providing preventive and therapeutic pastoral 
counseling that is 100 percent confidential.  

Chaplain John Manuel is an associate professional counselor 
and a licensed marriage and family therapist associate.  

He offers counseling for individuals, couples and families 
on issues of grief, anger, stress, pre-marital preparation, 
communication, parenting, post-traumatic stress and spiritual 
growth. 

For an appointment, call 938-3875/2003 or email john.
manuel@usma.edu. 

17th annual Cornwall-on-Hudson RiverFest 
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 17th annual 

RiverFest 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 7. 
RiverFest 2014 will be held in Donahue Park on the shores 

of the Hudson River and will feature a full day of music and 
entertainment, children’s activities and a large craft and food fair.  

The day’s events will include live bands, river activities, food 
stands and non-profit groups and contributors.  

Story Laurie and magician Kevin Wurster will be back to 
entertain the children. There is no charge for RiverFest. Visitors 
are invited to bring a blanket or lawn chair and join us at Donahue 
Park. Also, there is a RiverFest coloring contest. The entry forms 
have been distributed to all elementary schools in Cornwall. 

The entry forms can also be downloaded from the RiverFest 
website at www.river-fest.com. The deadline is Wednesday. 
Completed entries must be brought to the Cornwall-on-Hudson 
Village Hall.  

Visit www.river-fest.com for up-to-date information and for 
a full schedule of events.

 A new church in New Windsor
A new church opened in New Windsor, His Promised 

Covenant, at 270 Breunig Road.
Services are scheduled at 11 a.m. Saturday (Sabbaths) and 

11 a.m. Sunday. For details, call 845-541-4369.

Functional Academic Skills Training
The Army Education Center is offering a Functional 

Academic Skills Training Monday-July 2.  
The class will meet 6-9:30 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays. A 

diagnostic TABE (8:30 a.m. May 29) is required of all students 
prior to the start of the course.  

Call Nancy Judd, AEC counselor, at 938-3464 or email nancy.
judd@usma.edu to obtain an enrollment form for a commander’s 
signature.

Lunch and Learn Series with ACAP Financial Planner
There is a Lunch and Learn Series class with an ACAP 

Financial Planner titled “Build Your Nest Egg” noon-1 p.m. 
Tuesday at the SFAC conference room, second floor, Bldg. 626.

The focus this month is on achieving financial independence 
—getting to the point where, if you want, you can get by on the 
cash flow from your investments and no longer have to punch 
the clock every morning.  

We want balance, so that you’re not burned out and exhausted 
that when you retire you no longer have the ability to enjoy it.  
Or worse, you won’t get there, but your money will and others 
will get to enjoy the fruits of your labors.

To register, call Sheri Conklin at 845-938-0631 or email her 
at sheryl.conklin@usma.edu.

ACAP Transition Track Workshop
Following the completion of the five-day Transition 

Assistance Workshop, service members and their family members 
can take advantage of targeted Transition Track Workshops. 

These are designed to support Soldiers’ and family members’ 
post-military plans and include topics such as entrepreneurship, 
higher education and technical training. 

A Boots to Business Workshop is scheduled June 18-19. 
To register and for details, call the ACAP Office at 938-0634. 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

ACAP Transition Assistance Workshops 
Army Career and Alumni Program Transition Assistance 

Workshops are five-day events designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. The Department of Labor also 
conducts an extensive Job Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior. 

The upcoming ACAP schedule is:
• June 9-13;
• June 23-27 (executive series – retirement focused);
• July 14-18;
• July 21-25 (executive series – retirement focused).
Registration is required. For details or to register, contact the 

ACAP Office at 845-938-0634. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center here at West Point. 
Schools offering undergraduate classes are: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535 

or Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-2555 

or ERodrigu@stac.edu.
Schools offering graduate studies are:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or  
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu.

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between the Fitness Center and Subway).

Free Computer Courses
The Information Education Technology Division Computer 

Training Program is offering free computer courses. 
For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 

Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email Thomas.
Gorman@usma.edu. 

CoMMunity
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Delafi eld Pond and Round Pond open for the season
Delafield Pond opens for the season June 6. Hours of 

operation are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Sunday. 
Round Pond beach hours of operation is noon-5 p.m. through 

Monday and noon-5 p.m. May 31-June 1. 
Round Pond opens full-time for the season June 6 from 11 

a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Sunday.
Swim punch cards will be available for sale at this time as 

well. For details, call 938-5158.

Family Child Care Program seeking providers
Are you interested in providing child care in your home? The 

Family Child Care Program is designed to provide quality child 
care for children 6 weeks through 12 years. 

FCC providers provide small group child care in a home 
setting for full, part day and hourly patrons. FCC provides the 
opportunity to care for children in your home and supplement 
your family’s income. 

For details about becoming an FCC provider, call Erin 
Faherty at 938-0086.

Blood worms for sale at Round Pond
Round Pond is now selling blood worms. For details on 

Striper fi shing on the Hudson, go to www.stripers247.com/
Hudson-River-Stripers.php. 

For details on blood worms, call Round Pond at 938-2503.

N.Y. State Hunting and Fishing Licenses
MWR has discontinued the in-person sale of New York 

State Hunting and Fishing Licenses. MWR will continue to sell 
West Point permits through Outdoor Recreation at Round Pond 
Campground from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. For details about West Point 
permits, contact 938-2503. 

Patrons are able to purchase their N.Y. State Hunting and 
Fishing Licenses either online at https://aca.dec.accela.com/
dec/, in-person at various local locations including the offi ces 
of the Town of Highlands, Town of Cornwall and the Town of 
New Windsor, or via telephone at 866-933-2257.  

A comprehensive list of local locations is available from 
the New York DEC at http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/95698.
html#Orange. 

Active duty, non-N.Y. resident personnel will still be able to 
purchase their discounted N.Y. State License either online or in 
person. If they are purchasing in person, they are encouraged to 
fi ll out this form ahead of time at http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/ 
wildlife_pdf/affi davit.pdf.

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE YOUTHS

Arts and Crafts Summer Camp (update)
The MWR Arts and Crafts Center will host three, one-week 

Art Education camps beginning July 15. 
Sessions will include impressionism, expressionism and 

abstract art and cubism. The camp is scheduled 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Tuesdays-Fridays. 

Registration opens at 10 a.m. Monday for children ages 5-13. 
There is a fee for attending these camps.

The camp will be held at the Arts & Crafts Center located at 
Bldg. 693, Washington Road. 

For details, call 938-4812 or visit www.westpointmwr.com.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps are scheduled June 30-

Aug. 15. Each week, three-day and fi ve-day camps are offered 
for ages 5 and older. 

Five-day camps are available 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Athena Cup Qualifying

Stop by the West Point Golf Course Tuesday-June 15 to take 

Friday—Malefi cent, PG, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Malefi cent, PG, 7:30 
p.m.
( F o r  m o v i e  d e t a i l s ,  v i s i t 
www.shopmyexchange.com/
ReelTimeTheatres/Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

May and June Trips with Leisure Travel Services
• Theater Van to Broadway—leave West Point at 5 p.m., 

leave NYC at 11 p.m. today;
• Statue of Liberty/Lower Manhattan trip—leave West Point 

at 8:30 a.m., leave New York City at 4 p.m. Friday; 
• Walk the Highline, shop the Chelsea Market, explore the 

Gansavoort Meat Market—leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave 
NYC at 4 p.m. Saturday;

• Tour New York City through 13 different neighborhoods—
leave West Point at 8 a.m., leave NYC at 5 p.m. Sunday;  

There is a fee for these trips. For details, call 938-3601.

Stewart State Forest Mountain Bike Trip
Join Outdoor Recreation 9-4 p.m. Saturday for a day of local 

mountain biking at Stewart State Forest. 
Bikes are available for rent through the ODR Equipment 

Rental Center. There is a fee for attending this trip. 
Call 938-0123 for details.

Father’s Day Barbecue
Join the West Point Club noon-3 p.m. June 15 for their 

Father’s Day Barbecue in the Hudson Room and Patio.  
The Club will be raffling away Renegades tickets. 

Reservations are required. 
For pricing and reservations, call 938-5120.

Kids Kickoff to Summer
Join Army Community Service in kicking off the summer 

season 3-5 p.m. June 11. 
Mingle with on-post agencies and meet new friends while 

learning about summer safety to have the best summer ever.
Agencies will include the Fire Department, Military Police, 

Safety Offi ce and many more. 
For details, call Anne Marshall at 938-0232 or email at anne.

marshall@usma.edu.

USO Performing Troupes
Join the West Point Club June 20 for an evening with the 

USO Performing Troupes. Mingle with the Troupes and cocktail 
hour is 6-7 p.m. The dinner buffet is 7-8 p.m., and the Decade 
show is 8-9 p.m. 

There is a meet and greet the USO Troupes for photos at 9 
p.m. Reservations are required. 

For details and reservations, call 938-5120.   

Now open—MWR Outdoor Recreation Equipment 
Rental Center

Stop by and check out MWR’s wide selection of equipment 
rentals and sales. It also offers outdoor adventure classes and 
trips. 

The ODR Equipment Center is located on post at the corner 
of Mills and Wilson Road. For details, call 938-0123 or visit 
www.westpointmwr.com/outdoor/equipment.html.

Three-day camps are available 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday-Friday. 
Children will learn English and Western style riding, 

grooming, tacking, mucking and proper care. 
For details and to register, call 938-3926.

a shot at qualifying for the Athena Cup. Players must play 18 
holes, verifi ed by another golfer, and turn in their scorecard to 
Andy Crane. 

Match Play fi eld for the Athena Cup will be based on the 
number of qualifi ers. There is a small entry fee associated with 
this event. 

For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

Duathlon (update)
Join MWR and Team Red, White and Blue June 7 for the 

inaugural Duathlon. Run some of the most historic trails at West 
Point, and enjoy the view while biking Route 218. 

Whether you are a beginner, a pro, young or old, this event 
is sure to challenge your endurance at every turn. Registration 
is available on active.com, keyword “West Point Duathlon.” 

For details, call 938-4690 or visit westpointmwr.com.

Rappelling Adventure
Join ODR 9 a.m.-1 p.m. June 7 to learn basic rappelling 

techniques and safety. There is a fee associated with the class. 
Call 938-0123 for more details.

BOSS Ragin’ Cajun Cruise
Join BOSS for its annual cruise on the Hudson 6-9 p.m. June 

7. Boarding will begin at 5:50 p.m. at South Dock. 
Tickets are available through BOSS representatives and 

council members for a small fee. 
This event is open to all BOSS Soldiers and friends (18 and 

older). For details, call 938-6497.

Free Chipping Clinic
The West Point Golf Course will be hosting free chipping 

clinic 11-11:45 a.m. June 8. 
Learn different ways to get the ball close to the hole from 

around the green. For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
Join MWR on June 11 for a Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. 

Check in begins at 11:30 a.m. with a 1 p.m. shotgun start.
There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 

prizes and dinner). For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

Army Birthday Celebration at the Club
Join the West Point Club 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. June 13 for 15 

percent off lunch in the Pierce Dining Room. 
Everyone who attends will get a free piece of cake. 
For details, call 938-5120.
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Thursday, Friday and Monday through June 5

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 29-June 5
Channels 8/23Memorial Day honor

West Point Garrison Commander Col. Dane Rideout (left) and Directorate of Emergency Services Sgt. 
Maj. Ethan Bradley stand in front of a ceremonial wreath after their salutes to honor the fallen during 
the Memorial Day ceremony at Battle Monument Monday.                         Photo by nils anderson/garrison Pao

Army Athletics holds 2014 Black Knights Awards

       CoMMunity/sPorts

• Nature Strollers Walk—Join BBC for a Nature 
Strollers Walk for families with young children at the 
Outdoor Discovery Center at the Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum June 5. 

The trails are stroller and toddler friendly. Everyone 
will meet at the Visitors Center at 9:45 a.m. To register for 
this event, email Jodi Gellman at jgellman@bbcgrp.com  
with the name and ages of each child attending no later 
than Monday.

• National Donut Day—Stop by 132 Bartlett Loop to 
celebrate National Donut Day June 6. BBC will be giving 
out free apple cider donuts from Jones Farm starting at 9 
a.m. until the donuts run out. 

• Home Depot Kids Workshop—The Home Depot 
Kids Workshop is an event for children 4-12 years old at 
126 Washington Road from 4-5:30 p.m. June 11. 

BBC will supply everything for your children to make 
a Father’s Day gift. 

To register, email Gellman at jgellman@bbcgrp.com 
by June 6.

LifeWorks

By Army Athletic Communications

The Army Athletic Association held the 2014 Black Knight 
Awards ceremony May 22 at Robinson Auditorium in Thayer 
Hall. The department’s premiere year-end event honored teams 
and individuals for a banner 2013-14 season that saw the top win 
percentage since 2004-05 and the Black Knights winning the 
annual Army-Navy Star Series for the first time in nearly a decade. 

Following the program’s second NCAA Division I 
Tournament berth, women’s basketball took home Team of the 
Year, the highest honor of the evening for the second year in a row.

In its seventh year of existence, the Black Knight Awards 
honor the best that Army’s 25 athletic teams had to offer in 
2013-14 in an award-show format similar to the ESPY Awards. 

Rich DeMarco, assistant athletic director for multimedia 
and broadcasting, emceed the event and guided an audience that 
included USMA Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr., 
Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Richard Clarke, Dean of the 
Academic Board Brig. Gen. Timothy Trainor and Army Director 
of Athletics Boo Corrigan.

Corrigan opened the night by distributing commemorative 
Athletic Director’s coins to a large group of league major 
award winners, scholar-athletes, All-Americans, Academic All-
Americans and NCAA participants.

The first three awards of the evening featured winners with 
a passion for sport, selflessness and giving back. Senior Mike 
Santee of the Army Hockey team was a unanimous decision for 

the Community Service Award for his efforts in handling team 
events such as Neighborhood Knights, House of Blues and the 
team’s work with Team IMPACT. Women’s tennis sister pair 
Della and Elle Taylor collected the Maggie Dixon Inspiration 
Award for their fearless competitiveness and love of sport. Men’s 
soccer senior Jason Lewis garnered the Gene Uchacz Memorial 
Award for being the epitome of a “team player.”

The remaining awards were distributed on athletic 
performance alone during the 2013-14 season. Three finalists 
for each category were highlighted through a video presentation 
leading into each award with the majority including a men’s and 
women’s category. 

The evening followed with awards for Rookie of the Year, 
Yearling of the Year, Cow of the Year, Firstie of the Year, 
Performance of the Year and Play of the Year. All of the winners 
were presented with a marble Black Knight Award for their 
accomplishments.

Votes were tabulated using a combination of Facebook, 
athletic department committee and the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee.

2014 Black Knight Award Winners
• Community Service Award
Mike Santee (Hockey);
• Maggie Dixon Inspiration Award
Della and Elle Taylor (Women’s Tennis);
• Gene Uchacz Memorial Award
Jason Lewis (Men’s Soccer);

• Play of the Year
Larry Dixon (Football)—30-yard touchdown run vs. Eastern 

Michigan;
• Men’s Performance of the Year
Peter Kim (Golf)—Taking first place at the Patriot League 

Championship;
• Women’s Performance of the Year
Kelsey Minato (Women's Basketball)—Scoring 49 points 

vs. Holy Cross; 
• Men’s Rookie of the Year
Peter Kim (Golf);
• Women’s Rookie of the Year
Olivia Fairfield (Volleyball);
• Men’s Yearling of the Year
Kyle Wilson (Basketball);
• Women’s Yearling of the Year
Kelsey Minato (Basketball);
• Men’s Cow of the Year
John Glesener (Lacrosse);
• Women’s Cow of the Year
Elle Taylor (Tennis);
• Men’s Firstie of the Year
Kip Webber (Gymnastics);
• Women’s Firstie of the Year
Molly McGuigan (Soccer);
• Team of the Year
Women’s Basketball;
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