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By Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The discerning, yet appreciative eyes of U.S. 
Military Academy graduates were on the Corps 
of Cadets Tuesday during the Alumni Review and 
Distinguished Graduate Award Presentation on the 
Plain. Many were in attendance to celebrate their class 
reunions—specifi cally from the Classes of 1939, 1944, 
1949 and 1964.

USMA Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. welcomed 
back the graduates during a luncheon at Washington 
Hall.

“Our alumni, regardless of how long it has 
been since they wore the cadet gray, will always be 
welcomed back to our alma mater with the respect that 
they so rightly deserve,” he said.

It was a reunion for Caslen as well, presenting 
one of the Distinguished Gradaute Awards to retired 
Lt. Gen. Franklin “Buster” Hagenbeck, whom he has 
served with on multiple assignments. Most recently, 
Hagenbeck served as the 57th superintendent while 
Caslen was commandant of the Corps of Cadets.

“Gen. Hagenbeck is a true warrior leader, held in 
the highest regard by his Soldiers and peers,” Caslen 

See ALUMNI, Page 3

(Left) Retired Col. Francis “Bud” Newcomer Jr. was one of two graduates from the U.S. 
Military Academy Class of 1939 in attendance at the alumni activities Tuesday. (Above) 
The other ‘39 graduate is his fi rst cousin, retired Air Force Brig Gen. Henry Newcomer, 
who was the most senior graduate in attendance this week at the age of 97, nine days 
older than his cousin.                        Photos by miKE strassEr/PV (lEFt) and John PEllino/dPtms (aboVE)

Welcome back

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
               WestPointUSMA

Twitter: twitter.com/WestPoint_USMA
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Graduation Week Schedule and eventS

TIME EVENT LOCATION
SATURDAY

3:30-4:30 p.m. Gospel Choir Concert Arnold Aud., Mahan Hall

7:30-8:30 p.m. Combined Choir Concert Cadet Chapel

SUNDAY

1-5 p.m. Constitution Island Tour and Boat Ride Constitution Island

1:30-3 p.m. Superintendent’s Reception 
1st Regiment

Superintendent’s Garden 
at Quarters 100

3:30-5 p.m. Superintendent’s Reception
2nd Regiment

Superintendent’s Garden 
at Quarters 100

7:30-8:30 p.m. Glee Club Concert Eisenhower Hall Theatre

MONDAY

9:30 a.m. Academic Awards Various Academic Areas

Noon Memorial Day Ceremony Battle Monument (Trophy
Point)

1-5 p.m. Constitution Island Tour and Boat
Ride

Constitution Island

1:30-3 p.m. Superintendent’s Reception
3rd Regiment

Superintendent’s Garden 
at Quarters 100

3:30-5 p.m. Superintendent’s Reception
4th Regiment

Superintendent’s Garden 
at Quarters 100

7 p.m. Catholic Baccalaureate Mass Most Holy Trinity Chapel

Protestant Baccalaureate Service Cadet Chapel

Jewish Baccalaureate Service Jewish Chapel

TUESDAY

9:30-9:45 a.m. 4th Class Recognition Ceremony Various Company areas

10:30-11:30 a.m. Graduation Parade The Plain

1:30-3 p.m. Awards Convocation Robinson Auditorium

4:30-6:30 p.m. Pre-Banquet Reception Eisenhower Hall

7-8:30 p.m. Graduation Banquet begins Washington Hall

WEDNESDAY

6:30 a.m. Shuttle buses begin running to Stadium Parking lots

6:30 a.m. Gates open to public Michie Stadium

9:30 a.m. Entrance of the Class of 2014 Michie Stadium

10 a.m. Graduation Exercises Michie Stadium

1-4 p.m. Commissioning Ceremonies Check with your cadet

May 24-28

Everyone must pass through metal detectors 
entering Michie Stadium. 

The following items are not allowed in the stadium: 
large bags, backpacks, coolers and umbrellas. Water 
bottles and baby bottles are allowed. 

Arrive early to avoid delays at the gates.

West Point is operating under a heightened 
security posture. 

All visitors must enter through Thayer Gate 
or Stony Lonesome Gate only and should expect 
minor delays. 

Everyone 16 and older must have a valid pho-
to ID in their possession at all times. 

All vehicles entering the installation are sub-
ject to being searched.

NOTE: In case of inclement weather, 
call 845-938-7000 for any event status.

SECURITY MESSAGE:

GRADUATION DAY:

Visitors Center and Gift Shop
Open daily, 9 a.m.–4:45 p.m.

West Point Museum & Gift Shop
Sat.-Mon., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 9 a.m.–4:15 
p.m.

AOG Gift Shop
Sat. and Mon., 11 a.m.–4 p.m.; Tues., 10 a.m.-7 
p.m.; Wed., 6 a.m.-5 p.m.

Constitution Island:
Sun.-Mon.,1–5 p.m.

Fort Putnam
Sat.-Tues., 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Thayer Hall Bookstore and Cadet Store:
Mon.-Tues., 8 a.m.–5 p.m.; not open on gradua-
tion.

  PLACES OF INTEREST

West Point Tours
West Point Tours is the U.S. Military Academy’s 
official tour contractor. To schedule a tour, visit 
www.westpointtours.com or call 845-446-4724.



3May 22, 2014Pointer View  

ALUMNI, cont’d from Page 1

The Alumni March to Thayer Statue was followed by the traditional wreath-laying ceremony Tuesday.

(Above) Paul Bucha, Class of 1965, is presented with the Distinguished Graduate 
medal on the Plain before the Alumni Review Tuesday. Bucha, a Medal of Honor 
recipient, was commended for his service not only as a mentor to the Corps of 
Cadets but to the nation as an advocate for wounded warriors through the Fisher 
Foundation. (Below) The alumni from the Class of 1964 got into the spirit of their 
50th Reunion during the Alumni Luncheon, spinning towels and eliciting the loudest 
cheer during the introductions.

Retired Air Force Brig Gen. Henry Newcomer is recognized as the most 
senior graduate in attendance Tuesday and received a round of applause.

said. “His leadership and innovation as the 57th superintendent has left an indelible mark 
on the United States Military Academy.” 

Among this year’s Distinguished Graduates recipients was Paul “Buddy” Bucha, a Medal 
of Honor recipient and Class of 1965 graduate. Caslen thanked him for the countless hours 
of mentorship and inspiration he has provided cadets. The five honorees have contributed 
over 100 years of military service, from World War II to Operation Enduring Freedom, 
leading Soldiers through the Cold War and the Global War on Terror.

“What they all have in common is that each is a leader of character,” Caslen said. “They 
have marched proudly as a members of our Long Gray Line, giving back to West Point, 
our military and our nation.”

Before the Alumni Review, graduates marched along Diagonal Walk to join members 
of the Corps for the wreath-laying ceremony in front of Thayer Statue.

The events were hosted by the West Point Association of Graduates, which was organized 
145 years ago this month and exists today with more than 49,000 living members. During 
the luncheon, a moment of silence was shared in honor of the 409 members who have passed 
since last year’s events, to include two who died while serving in operations overseas.
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(Above, left) The U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School cadet 
candidates waited eagerly May 8 to receive an appointment 
certificate from the USMAPS Commandant Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth 
to enter the U.S. Military Academy Class of 2018.

From cadet candidates to new cadets
Story and photo by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Nearly 200 cadet candidates from the U.S. 
Military Academy Preparatory School received 
their appointment to enter the U.S. Military 
Academy as new cadets with the Class of 2018 
during a ceremony May 8. 

Retired Col. John Benson, Class of 1968—
who is a part of the future cadets 50-year class 
affiliation program—spoke at the ceremony 
about what lies ahead for the Class of 2018.

“It is difficult for me to comprehend that in 
July of 1964,” Benson said. “Almost 50 years 
ago; over a thousand young men in our class 
came through the sally ports at West Point with 
confidence because we had been successful in 
high school or college, or had completed the 
demanding course at the Prep School, that little 
stood between us and becoming a West Point 
officer. Then we met the cadet in the red sash 
and some of us wondered if we would survive 
the day, much less four years.”

Benson graduated from USMA, Infantry 
Officer Basic Course and Ranger School and 
deployed to Vietnam as a platoon leader in Alpha 
Company, 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment 
and 9th Division.

“Benson was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross, the nation’s second highest 
award for valor for his action in Vietnam,” 
USMAPS Commandant Lt. Col. Stephen Ruth 
said. “Benson’s element was attacked with a 
rocket propelled grenade and machine gun fire. 

Two Soldiers were wounded from the assault 
and then 1st Lt. Benson made two trips through 
the strafing fusillade to carry each of them 
to a sheltered area for medical care and then 
organized a counterattack calling for artillery 
fire and close air support.”

Benson’s awards include two Silver Stars, 
two Purple Hearts and the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge during his service in Vietnam. 

Benson recently retired as director of the 
World Class Training Center at Tri-County 
Technical College in South Carolina.

Benson told the future Class of 2018 cadets 
they would be role models of the seven values 
essential to the Army: loyalty, duty, respect, 
selfless service, honor, integrity and personal 
courage and those values expand on the time-
honored principles of the West Point motto: 
Duty, Honor, Country. 

“To those values,” Benson said, “let me add 
a character trait that I have found to be essential 
in achieving success: persistence. Persist. It 
is expressed in Army units through slogans 
like press on, leave no one behind, follow me 
and Rangers lead the way. Persistence: the 
conviction that we do not quit, not that we don’t 
fail, but that we do not give up.”

Benson remembered his graduation in 1968 
when political tensions were high and public 
protests were rampant.

“Unpredictable world events, national 
problems, economic difficulties, force 
reductions are just a few of the obstacles you 
will face in your time at West Point and in the 

U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School graduates ready for Beast
years beyond,” Benson said.

The new cadets will soon be entering West 
Point to begin Cadet Basic Training, otherwise 
known to cadets as Beast Barracks. 

Benson offered these words of advice:
“Persist. Do not quit,” he said. “In the near 

term, I could add R-Day, Beast Barracks, the 
12-mile march back to West Point at the end of 
Beast, plebe year, calculus, juice and Saturday 
inspections. Persist. Do not give up. We, the 
Class of 1968, grip hands with you, the Class 
of 2018.”

Thank you for your service

Master Sgt. Rosalba Chambers presents the Warrior Transition Unit guidon 
to Keller Army Community Hospital Commander Col. Felicia Pehrson May 
8 during a deactivation ceremony in the Haig Room. West Point and four 
other small WTUs were deactivated.                     Kathy Eastwood/PV
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The U.S. Military Academy and Vassar College met for a 
two-day academic and social exchange May 1-2.  

Eight Vassar students visited the academy to observe 
Projects Day and toured the departments to see cadet projects 
and demonstrations and also enjoyed lunch in the Cadet Mess.  

That afternoon, 14 cadets traveled to Poughkeepsie for a 
reciprocal visit with more than 40 Vassar students and faculty 
members. 

USMA Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen Jr. 
and Vassar President Catharine Hill co-hosted a breakfast 
for students and faculty of both institutions, discussing the 
schools’ way forward together. USMA and Vassar English, 
Philosophy and History department staffs held further 
discussions focusing on future opportunities for academic 
cooperation and intellectual growth.

The Vassar Initiative, with Mellon Foundation support, 
continues to build upon a two-year foundation of bridging 
the civil-military gap here in the Hudson Valley.

Vassar President Catharine Hill and U.S. Military 
Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. Robert L. Caslen 
Jr. exchange gifts at a USMA-Vassar breakfast in 
Poughkeepsie May 2.                              CourtEsy Photo

Academic Exchange

Patriot artillerymen prepare for West Point mission
Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Elvis Umanzor
4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 3rd ID Public Affairs

As the weather threatened with heavy showers and thunderstorms, artillerymen from 
1st Battalion, 76th Field Artillery Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 
Infantry Division, moved their M119 howitzers to calibrate and certify during a week 
of training at Fort Stewart, Georgia, April 28-May 2.

As the unit prepares to support cadet training at the U.S. Military Academy, 
artillerymen from 1-76 FA, also known as the Patriot Battalion, are ensuring their new 
personnel are fully capable to handle any mission.

“During the USMA mission we’ll be training cadets on basic artillery missions,” 1st 
Lt. Joel Payne, the second platoon leader for Battery B, said.

The cadets can expect to carry rounds, look through the sites and compute data for the 
guns, the Bakersfield, California, native added. “We’ll break it down for every position.”

The Vanguard Brigade has experienced many personnel changes since their return 
from their last combat tour in Afghanistan. The ability to cross train ensures the mission 
is complete even if personnel are reduced or changed. 

From left:  Staff  Sgt. 
Andrew Sholz, a section 
chief from Jackson, Mich.; 
Sgt. Richard Petramale, 
a gunner from Austin, 
Texas; and Pvt. Lance 
Anderson, an assistant 
gunner from Tacoma, 
Wash., all artillerymen with 
Battery B, 1st Battalion, 
7 6 t h  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y 
Regiment, 4th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team, 
3rd Infantry Division, fire 
an M119 howitzer on Fort 
Stewart, Ga., May 1.

See FIELD ARTILLERY, Page 6
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Field Artillery, 
cont’d from Page 5

Spc. Diego Martin, left, an ammo team chief, and Pvt. Christopher Neumann, an artilleryman, both 
with Battery B, 1st Battalion, 76th Field Artillery Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 
Infantry Division, install a breach block on an M119 howitzer before performing a function check, 
April 29, at Fort Stewart, Ga. The battery spent a week in the field where they calibrated and certified 
on their weapon systems.                        

Sgt. 1st Class Adrian McGill, the new battalion master gunner, said 
the unit is in the process of placing personnel in the positions where 
they need to be. The gun line positions are filled based on the Soldier’s 
performance during testing and qualification.

“Once we complete this step as an artillery battalion, we’ll be meeting 
the division (and) brigade standard for being ready to fire,” McGill, 
a Daytona Beach, Florida, native, said. “(It’s) one of the battalion’s 
priorities to always have combat readiness, and this is the first step.”

“While we are out here practicing for certification we are also 
practicing for other positions as well,” Pvt. Lance Anderson, an assistant 
gunner with second platoon, said. “It helps me become very proficient 
in my job; I get to practice a lot.”

Anderson, a Tacoma, Washington, native, has certified three times on 
the howitzer in the past eight months and has been able to train as a gunner.

Another position of high importance is the howitzer section chief, 
who verifies all actions are in accordance with procedures. He confirms 
every round, charge, gun positioning and site data provided by the fire 
direction center is accurate. 

“It’s a prestigious position in my eyes,” Sgt. Thomas Kent, who 
was the gunner for the first time and aspires to be a section chief, said. 
“You have to work real hard and push real hard to get (it); it’s not just 
something that’s handed to you.”

“He is responsible for all actions on his gun,” Sgt. Walter Banks, 
from Memphis, Tennessee, a howitzer section chief and the top gun of 
the battalion, said. The top gun title is a yearly competition that singles 
out the best gun section in the battalion.

From a written test, gunner’s site testing and dry fire drills, the Patriot 
Soldiers proved their ability to work in different positions and were ready 
to fire training rounds.

The artillerymen setup the site, established communication and started 
to train, while the dark clouds kept their promise. 

However, the heavy rain and lightning didn’t stop the battery. All the 
sections scheduled for the week certified and are ready for their mission 
at West Point.
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Story and photos by Kathy Eastwood
Staff Writer

Community members of all ages attended the popular annual 
West Point Fishing Derby May 17 at Round Pond sponsored by 
the Morale, Welfare and Recreation and the West Point Bass 
Fishing Club. 

Nearly 60 attendees enjoyed fishing and some quality family 
time, teaching children how to fish or at least attaching bait for 
them and cheering them. 

Some were frustrated after sitting at a fishing spot and not 
catching anything, especially if it had been an hour or more. This 
is what sparks debate with children and parents. Parents caution  
to children that fishing is a sport of patience, or they are not 
casting into the middle of the pond, where it is deeper, or maybe 

if they fish closer to shore, where plants grow tall underwater. 
Fish hide there.

One participant wondered why those who are not catching 
anything start fishing at the same place where the fish placed 
back in the pond are. 

“We came close to catching a couple,” Sgt. Brandon Burke, 
said, who was fishing with his six-year-old son Cael. “They are 
either eating the bait or just not getting on the hook.”

 Jacob Ryan, 14, whose father is a member of the West Point 
Bass Club, volunteered his services for the first time to help 
weigh fish and aid children who need their fishing hooks bated. 

“I like fishing, especially for bass, but I’m not fond of eating 
them,” he said.“I participated in the fishing derby once. I won 
it, too.”

Children are given a quick safety lesson to help prevent 

getting fishing lines tangled in trees and to watch where they 
fish, especially getting out on to rocks that jut out from Round 
Pond away from the shore, which can become slippery when wet. 
Children gain enough knowledge to have fun while competing 
for prizes for getting the biggest fish or picking up the most trash. 

“The trash pick-up is a good way to encourage environmental 
awareness,” Nils Anderson, Garrison Public Affairs, said. 
“Children who didn’t catch anything or win prizes have another 
chance by picking up trash.”

Ethen Jones picked up first place for fishing in the 4-9 age 
group. Nick Phelsman placed second and Macey Chapman was 
third. In the 9-11 age group, Jessa Chapman came in first with 
Cole Enslen placing second and Margret Hart in third place. In 
the 12-16 age group, Cora Keen was first, Zack Maher second 
and Duncan Hart placed third.

Although there was a chill in the air, it was a beautiful day for roughly 60 people, children and parents who 
came out to fish the MWR and Bass Club annual fishing derby at Round Pond May 17.

Fishing Derby another great success for club

By JoAnne Castagna, Ed.D.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District Public 
Affairs Specialist 

Students at the historic West Point Middle School can now 
do their athletics in a new gymnasium and not in their cafeteria. 
This is where they had to hold their physical education for over 
a year while an extensive renovation was being performed by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District.

But the wait was worth it. The renovation of the gym and 
many other features at the school was recently completed at the 
landmark structure that serves the children of service members 
at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

“The students are going to benefit greatly by this renovation. 
They will have access to learning spaces that are safe, modern 
and efficient and they will have a setting in which 21st century 
curricular objectives may be pursued,” David Rudy, principal 
of the West Point Middle School, said. “This project is also a 
testament to the military’s commitment to provide world-class 
educational opportunities for the children of the men and women 
serving in our nation’s military.”

In 2011, Army Corps contractor Benard Associates of 
Wayne, New Jersey, began the renovation of the school. The 
project included renovating the existing school that was built 
in 1934, which was designated a landmark, demolishing a wing 

to the school that was built in 1954 and constructing a new 
approximately 31,000 square foot addition. 

The modern 62,000 square foot educational facility now 
includes a new state-of-the-art general purpose, art, science and 
music classrooms that have interactive smart boards and wireless 
Internet access. This includes a new digital arts lab and clay 
workroom in the art classrooms and a new acoustic band room, 
as well as a full digital video production studio.

In addition, the school has an improved gymnasium, cafeteria, 
playground, restrooms, library, parking area and handicapped 
access, as well as a new central air system, security system and 
fire protection and communication intercom system.

The new structure meets the environmental requirements to 
be certified LEED Silver by the U.S. Green Buildings Council. 
The school qualifies because it has energy-efficient doors and 
windows; additional windows to make use of natural light; 
energy efficient hot water heating and chilled water cooling 
systems; upgraded insulation; water conserving toilets; and 
motion detector faucets.

The West Point campus is filled with historic buildings, 
including the 80-year-old middle school. 

“To maintain the historic look and feel of the campus we did 
a few things,” Larry Danner, project engineer and contracting 
office representative, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York 
District, said. 

“In the newly renovated 1934 building, we made sure that 
the new brick and precast bands and caps matched the existing 
building colors; we incorporated the original wood floors into the 
new main office spaces; and we used the original 1934 library 
shelving in the parent waiting area of the new main office.”

“Stakeholders have been very impressed at how the 
project modernized the facility while maintaining its historic 
appearance,” Rudy said.

Historic West Point school graduates to 21st century

This music suite was among the renovations at West 
Point Middle School.
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Cadets advance Black Knight Space Program,
building foundation for new satellite project

Story and photos by Mike Strasser
Assistant Editor

The Black Knight will rise again.
A team of engineering majors laid the groundwork this 

academic year for the development of the next generation Black 
Knight satellite.

The fi rst Black Knight satellite was created by three teams of 
cadets and faculty advisors from 2009-2011. It was West Point’s 
fi rst venture into what has become a popular and expanding 
academic community using CubeSats for research. These 
miniature satellites are typically 10 centimeters all around and 
weigh about a kilogram and can be bundled with others for a 
space fl ight payload.

Class of 2014 Cadets Daniel Ruckman, Andrew Oswald, 
Chris Welker, Abe Melvin, Alessandra Coote and Nick Clawson 
are the senior members on the BKII capstone project with Lt. 
Col. Burrow as their advisor.

The project was divided by the subsystems they worked on—
Oswald and Melvin designed the fl ight computer subsystem; 
Clawson was responsible for the electric power system; Coote, 
the mechanical engineering major, was in charge of modeling; 
Welker was the lead on communications; and Ruckman, the 
systems engineering major, was the cadet-in-charge of the 
project, managing the whole operation. 

Ruckman became interested in the Black Knight Space 
Program as a yearling and spoke with his advisor about working 
on the next team, around the time the fi rst satellite was being 
approved for a NASA launch.

 “When I got put on this project I was already collecting 

“Space is a tough engineering “Space is a tough engineering 
environment.  There’s no room environment.  There’s no room 
for error.”          for error.”          —— Col. Eugene Ressler Col. Eugene Ressler

Class of 2014 Cadet Christopher Welker adjusts the antenna on the roof of 
Thayer Hall in preparation for one of the satellite passes. For the Black Knight 
II Satellite capstone project, Welker was in charge of communications.

“So we looked through all the code to determine 
what happens when the different commands are 
received and exactly what is then sent back to the 
ground station,” Oswald said. “That required us to 
read through a lot of code, piecing things together and 
then testing the original code to see how it worked.”

It was a diffi cult task, but they were able to defi ne 
what the commands were doing and how to use them 
as ground control personnel.

They developed protocol and procedure—battle 
drills, in the military vernacular—which would be 
repeated over and over multiple times daily for weeks 
every time the satellite passed overhead. The ground 
station was made over time, but never fully tested or 
integration of its capabilities until after the launch.  

Despite all efforts to locate the satellite, the Black 
Knight I has yet to send word down from space.

“We were very optimistic after the launch, 
perhaps unreasonably optimistic,” Melvin said. “If 
you look at NASA’s statistical analysis on satellite 
launches, there’s a fair amount of chance that a 
satellite will never have contact with the ground 
station. Just the fact it was our fi rst satellite gave 
us overwhelming optimism which was met by 
disappointment, obviously.”

Col. Eugene Ressler, Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science professor, has 
been instrumental over the past several years in the 
development of USMA’s fi rst satellite and joined the 
team outside the ground station to view the launch. 

“This was the culmination of a bigger project for 
us,” he said. “Eight years ago our department put in 
place a strategy we called ‘Capture Imagination,’ 
which was to deliberately look for projects and ideas 
that would get cadets to think big. This launch is a big 
deal  for me because this was our prototype project.” 

In what would become a prophetic statement, 
Ressler spoke about space as being the toughest 
engineering environment.

information about the fi rst Black Knight satellite and learning 
about how a ground station works while also looking at what 
Black Knight II might possible look like,” Ruckman said. 

After the BKII team assembled in September 2013, Ruckman 
helped synchronize the cadets and the departments involved with 
the long-term goals of the program and, specifi cally, how each 
design component would be integrated into the next CubeSat. 

They also had the unique opportunity to develop and operate 
the ground station for the BKI launch. The team was joined by 
members of the Amateur Radio Club inside a Thayer Hall tower 
that became a makeshift ground station for the Black Knight 
Space Program. 

“One of big challenges we had at the beginning of the 
year was having the Black Knight I satellite but none of the 
actual documentation on how it would work once launched,” 
Ruckman said.

The team created a user’s manual for the BKI, with Oswald 
and Melvin taking the code written years ago and reverse-
engineering it to understand how they would communicate 
with the CubeSat in space. Oswald explained how the code is 
the critical element for users in the ground station to interact 
with the satellite.

CubeSats have become popular in recent years because 
of its low costs ($50,000 is the average estimate, or as low 
as $8,000 on the cheap) and accessible material and design. 
Academic researchers are using CubeSats for various 
experiments including space imaging communication, 
atmospheric research or biological and technological testing.

The capstone team for the Black Knight II Satellite also worked the ground station following 
the launch of the fi rst CubeSat last November. Since they were responsible for building the 
foundation for BKII, they’ll never see the launch of their own capstone project.

Clockwise from top left: Class of 2014 Cadets Nick 
Clawson, Dan Ruckman, Abe Melvin and Andrew 
Oswald pose for a photo a few days before they would 
present their work on Projects Day.

“There’s no room for error. It’s not like you 
can take the next fl ight and fi x it,” Ressler said. 
“It’s so totally unforgiving that you have to be 
right the fi rst time. That’s what makes it a tough 
engineering environment.” 

There’s still time before the BKI is considered 
disintegrated space junk and Ruckman suggests a 
possibility of contact.

“We are completely redesigning the ground 
station to add signifi cant capabilities to potentially 
communicate with Black Knight I,” Ruckman said. 
“It may very well be alive in space. At least some 
of us retain a certain amount of optimism about 
Black Knight I.”

 The power system that charges the other 
subsystems comes from solar energy, and Clawson 
had to tackle several fl aws in the original model. 
The one going into BKII will provide more power 
for longer durations.

“Looking back at some of the continuity logs 
from years past and talking with our advisor, our 
concern was that the satellite might have had an 
insuffi cient power source,” Clawson said. “So 
we were under the gun with that, but all in all, we 
were able to create a working system that we can 
demonstrate.”

Ruckman said the team spent a lot of time this 
semester making testing protocols for every new 
component within BKII—one way to ensure the 
next fl ight will provide dividends.

“We’re looking at how to build systems into 
the Black Knight Space Program—how the ground 
station can function better, how the Black Knight 
II prototype can work together, picking the best 
components for each system and then designing 
a plan for the future,” he said. “We also were 
establishing a plan for how the next team can 
integrate into what we’ve done.”

The experience of working in a functional 
environment enabled them to think through 
problems in the designing environment for the 
BKII. 

“We learned a lot from operating a ground 
station and how all those components integrate and 
how the antenna functions in coordination with the 
software we implemented,” Melvin said. “So, lots 
of lessons learned and I wouldn’t call it a total loss. 
Everything we experienced will be documented 
and handed off to the next team.”

“It was valuable for us having been at the 
endstate of the Black Knight I and then being able 
to rebuild from the beginning with Black Knight 
II,” Ruckman said. 

The BKI launch all but ended the newness 
of it all—the shine associated with starting 
the academy’s space program. The BKII team 
solidifi ed the foundation while giving the next 
team a head start in developing the next satellite.

“We’re designing this so we can provide a 
standardized satellite bus to a customer with a 
diverse selection of experiments and payloads,” 
Ruckman said. “That has been our mission and 
what we’ve been working toward all year.”

Continuity is essential to the Black Knight 
Space Program to avoid unnecessary duplication 
of efforts.

“It was important for us to document everything 
we’ve done from the very beginning, and being 
able to pass that on for the cadets next year to 
have a start point,” Ruckman said. “We’ve already 
started looking at cadets for next year so they can 
have a dialogue with us on what their roles will be 
so they can hit the ground running.”

Class of 2015 Cadet Rachel Oliver contributed to the BKII as an 
independent researcher.

“My job was to create a SolidWorks model from the list of parts desired 
by the capstone team,” she said. “Then I debugged the model, so that a basic 
thermal and eventually vibrational analyses could be run for the system 
to make sure the satellite will theoretically meet the NASA requirements 
before being tested at Lincoln Laboratory.”

As a mechanical engineering major, she plans on pursuing a master’s 
degree in astronautical engineering.

“I got involved with the Black Knight II project because it is a subject 
that I am truly passionate about,” Oliver said. “This is what I want to do 
with my life, so pursing every opportunity I receive in this fi eld is very 
important to me.”

She spent this past semester on exchange at the U.S. Air Force Academy 
and will be back on the project next academic year.

Oswald said their initial plan was to get into the build phase of the 
project this year, but budget and timing trumps ambition when it comes 
to academic research.

“So the main things we’ve done this semester was choosing the 
components we would put into BKII; because they’re pretty expensive and 
are specialty items they take a longer time to order,” he said. 

If Melvin had to guess, it’ll be another two years before the BKII is 
complete—which is essentially the same timeframe as the fi rst satellite. 
Most of the team will have already earned a promotion or two before their 
project bursts out of the stratosphere. They’ll be tracking the progress on 
social networks along the way.

“I know some of the mechanical engineers who signed on for this 
project next year, and I know I’ll try to keep up with what’s going on,” 
Clawson said. 

When one of the former engineering majors on the fi rst satellite project 
received an email notifi cation about the launch validation, he reached out 
to Ruckman.

“He called me right away to see if that was true; he was so excited,” 
Ruckman said. “I imagine I’ll be the same way because I plan on being in 
contact with the department for the next few years.”
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FEATURED EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WPWC’s Cookbook and Shoppe hours
The West Point Women’s Club’s newest cookbook “Eat, 

Drink and Beat Navy” is available now in the West Point 
Women’s Club Gift Shoppe. 

If you have pre-ordered your book, please pick it up. The 
WPWC Gift Shoppe is located at Bldg. 695, just north of the 
cemetery on Washington Road.

The gift shoppe is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays in May 
and June, with the exception of May 28 closure. 

Swing into R2C
West Point’s Ready and Resilient Campaign along with MWR 

and the West Point Golf Course will host “Swing into R2C” May 
30 at the West Point Golf Course. The open house will take place 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-6 p.m.

The open house will have more than 20 Army Programs.  
Come learn about the Army Career Alumni Program, Better 
Opportunity for Single Soldiers, Sexual Harassment/Assault 
Response and Prevention Program and a host of Army Programs 
dedicated to improving the lives of Soldiers, families, civilians 
and retirees.   

While you are there, enjoy a lunch at the Club House or come 
with your foursome and play in the first golf scramble for the 
Commander’s Cup, sponsored by MWR.  

For details, contact the West Point Ready and Resilient 
Campaign at 938-0582.

Protestant Women of the Chapel Summer Schedule 
Get out of the house and join the Protestant Women of the 

Chapel at parks around West Point for a time of fellowship and 
playtime for your kids, or come for the fellowship even without 
kids. 

OUTSIDE THE GATES

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
Observance Festival 

The 2014 Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month Observance Festival is scheduled 5-6:30 p.m. today 
at Trophy Point.

The event is free and there are no tickets required.
The theme for this year is “I Am Beyond” and the phrase 

captures the aspirations of the American spirit and how 
Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander descent have always 
sought to excel beyond the challenges that have limited equal 
opportunity in America.

There will be performances, ethnic food samples and 
much more.

2014 Graduation Regimental Reception 
volunteers needed

This year, Lt. Gen. and Mrs. Robert L. Caslen Jr. will host 
four receptions for all graduating cadets, families and guests 
in the Superintendent’s Quarters 100 Garden.  

An event like this takes a great deal of work. There is 
a need for your help, as a volunteer, to create a memorable 
experience for our guests. 

Volunteers will represent the superintendent as servers 
for the event, serving beverages and light snacks at each of 
the refreshment tables. 

If you are a civilian, the reception location is your official 
duty station during the session you volunteer for. 

There are four shifts to choose from:  
• Shift 1—1:30-3 p.m., Sunday (1st Regiment);
• Shift 2—3:30-5 p.m., Sunday (2nd Regiment);
• Shift 3—1:30-3 p.m., Monday (3rd Regiment);
• Shift 4—3:30-5 p.m., Monday (4th Regiment).
For details in donating your time as a server, contact Jesse 

Hernandez at jesse.hernandez@usma.edu.

Meet us at the park 10-11:30 a.m. on these dates:
• June 6, Chapel Annex on Biddle Loop; 
• June 18, Five Star Inn on Merritt Road; 
• July 2, Winans Road and East Moore Road; 
• July 16, Dragon Park; 
• July 30, Stony I Hilltop;
• Aug. 13, Grey Ghost on Alexander Place. 
For our Summer Bible Studies and more details, like us on 

Facebook West Point PWOC or email wp.pwoc@gmail.com.

Protestant Women of the Chapel welcomes you
Join the members of the Protestant Women of the Chapel 

9-11 a.m. each Wednesday at the Post Chapel. 
Fellowship is awesome, worship is beautiful and childcare 

is provided. 
Grow your knowledge and love of God with them. There are 

also many service opportunities. 
Contact PWOC by email at wp.pwoc@gmail.com or on 

Facebook at facebook@WestPointPWOC.

Army Athletics Sports Camps
Army Athletics offers a variety of Day and Overnight Summer 

Sports Camps. Campers participate in a full day of learning, fine 
tuning fundamental skills, chalk talks, videos, organized games 
and have around-the-clock supervision.  

For details, visit goarmysports.com/camps. To contact 
a specific sport camp for more details, visit http://register.
armysportscamps.com/help.

Counseling available
The West Point Family Life Chaplain mission is to enrich 

relationships by providing preventive and therapeutic pastoral 
counseling that is 100 percent confidential.  

Chaplain John Manuel is an associate professional counselor 
and a licensed marriage and family therapist associate.  

He offers counseling for individuals, couples and families 
on issues of grief, anger, stress, pre-marital preparation, 
communication, parenting, post-traumatic stress and spiritual 
growth. 

For an appointment, call 938-3875/2003 or email john.
manuel@usma.edu. 

17th annual Cornwall-on-Hudson RiverFest 
The Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson will host its 17th annual 

RiverFest 11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 7. 
RiverFest 2014 will be held in Donahue Park on the shores 

of the Hudson River and will feature a full day of music and 
entertainment, children’s activities and a large craft and food fair.  

The day’s events will include live bands, river activities, food 
stands and non-profit groups and contributors.  

Story Laurie and magician Kevin Wurster will be back to 
entertain the children. There is no charge for RiverFest. Visitors 
are invited to bring a blanket or lawn chair and join us at Donahue 
Park. Also, there is a RiverFest coloring contest. The entry forms 
have been distributed to all elementary schools in Cornwall. 

The entry forms can also be downloaded from the RiverFest 
website at www.river-fest.com. The deadline is Wednesday. 
Completed entries must be brought to the Cornwall-on-Hudson 
Village Hall.  

Visit www.river-fest.com for up-to-date information and for 
a full schedule of events.

Functional Academic Skills Training
The Army Education Center is offering a Functional 

Academic Skills Training June 2-July 2.  
The class will meet 6-9:30 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays. A 

diagnostic TABE (8:30 a.m. May 29) is required of all students 
prior to the start of the course.  

Call Nancy Judd, AEC counselor, at 938-3464 or email nancy.
judd@usma.edu to obtain an enrollment form for a commander’s 
signature.

Lunch and Learn Series with ACAP Financial Planner
There is a Lunch and Learn Series class with an ACAP 

Financial Planner titled “Build Your Nest Egg” noon-1 p.m. 
June 3 at the SFAC conference room, second floor, Bldg. 626.

The focus this month is on achieving financial independence 
—getting to the point where, if you want, you can get by on the 
cash flow from your investments and no longer have to punch 
the clock every morning.  

We want balance, so that you’re not burned out and exhausted 
that when you retire you no longer have the ability to enjoy it.  
Or worse, you won’t get there but your money will and others 
will get to enjoy the fruits of your labors.

To register, call Sheri Conklin at 845-938-0631 or email her 
at sheryl.conklin@usma.edu.

ACAP Transition Track Workshop
Following the completion of the five-day Transition 

Assistance Workshop, service members and their family members 
can take advantage of targeted Transition Track Workshops. 

EDUCATION and WORKSHOPS

These are designed to support Soldiers’ and family members’ 
post-military plans and include topics such as entrepreneurship, 
higher education and technical training. 

A Boots to Business Workshop is scheduled June 18-19. 
To register and for details, call the ACAP Office at 938-0634. 

ACAP Transition Assistance Workshops 
Army Career and Alumni Program Transition Assistance 

Workshops are five-day events designed to assist separating or 
retiring service members and their family members in preparing 
for a smooth transition to civilian life. 

The workshops provide information on entitlements and 
services available, including the Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans’ Benefits Briefing. The Department of Labor also 
conducts an extensive Job Assistance Workshop. 

Service members who are retiring can begin the ACAP 
process 24 months prior to release from active duty, and those 
separating can begin 18 months prior. 

The upcoming ACAP schedule is:
• June 9-13;
• June 23-27 (executive series – retirement focused);
• July 14-18;
• July 21-25 (executive series – retirement focused).
Registration is required. For details or to register, contact the 

ACAP Office at 845-938-0634. 

Army Education Center  
College courses are offered through the Army Education 

Center here at West Point. 
Schools offering undergraduate classes are: 
• Mount Saint Mary College—Shari Seidule at 845-446-0535 

or Sharon.Seidule@msmc.edu;
• Saint Thomas Aquinas—Erica Rodriguez at 845-446-2555 

or ERodrigu@stac.edu;
Schools offering graduate studies are:
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice–Master’s Degree in 

Public Administration—Jennifer Heiney at 845-446-5959 or  
jjcwestpoint@yahoo.com;

• Long Island University–Master’s Degrees in School 
Counseling, Mental Health Counseling and Marriage and Family 
Counseling—Mary Beth Leggett at 845-446-3818 or marybeth.
leggett@liu.edu;

The Army Education Center is located at 683 Buckner Loop 
(between the Fitness Center and Subway).

Free Computer Courses
The Information Education Technology Division Computer 

Training Program is offering free computer courses. 
For details or to register for a course, call Thomas A. Gorman, 

Information Technology instructor, at 938-1186 or email Thomas.
Gorman@usma.edu. 
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Family Child Care Program seeking providers
Are you interested in providing child care in your home? The 

Family Child Care Program is designed to provide quality child 
care for children 6 weeks through 12 years. 

FCC providers provide small group child care in a home 
setting for full, part day and hourly patrons. FCC provides the 
opportunity to care for children in your home and supplement 
your family’s income. 

For details about becoming an FCC provider, call Erin 
Faherty at 938-0086.

Blood worms for sale at Round Pond
Round Pond is now selling blood worms. For details on 

Striper fi shing on the Hudson, go to www.stripers247.com/
Hudson-River-Stripers.php. 

For details on blood worms, call Round Pond at 938-2503.

N.Y. State Hunting and Fishing Licenses
MWR has discontinued the in-person sale of New York 

State Hunting and Fishing Licenses. MWR will continue to sell 
West Point permits through Outdoor Recreation at Round Pond 
Campground from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. For details about West Point 
permits, contact 938-2503. 

Patrons are able to purchase their N.Y. State Hunting and 
Fishing Licenses either online at https://aca.dec.accela.com/
dec/, in-person at various local locations including the offi ces 
of the Town of Highlands, Town of Cornwall and the Town of 
New Windsor, or via telephone at 866-933-2257.  

A comprehensive list of local locations is available from 
the New York DEC at http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/95698.
html#Orange. 

Active duty, non-N.Y. resident personnel will still be able to 
purchase their discounted N.Y. State License either online or in 
person. If they are purchasing in person, they are encouraged to 
fi ll out this form ahead of time at http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/ 
wildlife_pdf/affi davit.pdf.

FOR THE ADULTS

FOR THE YOUTHS

Arts and Crafts Summer Camp
The MWR Arts and Crafts Center (Bldg. 693) will host three, 

one-week Art Education camps beginning July 15. Sessions 
will include impressionism, expressionism and abstract art and 
cubism. The camp is scheduled 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays. 

Registration opens June 1 for children ages 5-13. There is a 

West Point Golf Course—Nine, Wine and Dine
Join MWR on Friday for a quick lesson, followed by 3-9 

holes of golf and fi nish the evening at the “19th” hole for a glass 
of wine and a light dinner. 

This event is great for beginners and experienced players. 
Check-in begins at 4 p.m., lessons at 4:45 p.m. and a shotgun 

start at 5:30 p.m. 
There is a fee for this event and registration is required. Call 

938-2435 for details.

Duathlon
Join MWR and Team Red, White and Blue June 7 for the 

inaugural Duathlon. Run some of the most historic trails at West 
Point, and enjoy the view while biking Route 218. 

Whether you are a beginner, a pro, young or old, this event 
is sure to challenge your endurance at every turn. Registration 
is available on active.com. 

For details, call 938-4690 or visit westpointmwr.com.

BOSS Ragin’ Cajun Cruise
Join BOSS for its annual cruise on the Hudson 6-9 p.m. June 

7. Boarding will begin at 5:50 p.m. at South Dock. 
Tickets are available through BOSS representatives and 

council members for a small fee. 
This event is open to all BOSS Soldiers and friends (18 and 

older). For details, call 938-6497.

Army Birthday Celebration at the Club
Join the West Point Club 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. June 13 for 15 

percent off lunch in the Pierce Dining Room. 
Everyone who attends will get a free piece of cake. 
For details, call 938-5120.

Friday—Rio 2, G, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Bears, G, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday—Transcendence, PG-
13, 7:30 p.m.
(For movie details, visit www.
shopmyexchange.com/ReelTimeTheatres/
Movies-WestPoint.htm.)

Theatre schedule at 
Mahan Hall, Bldg. 752.

MOVIES at MAHAN

Memorial Day weekend special at Morgan Farm Kennel
Drop off your pet Friday and pick up on Tuesday at the 

Morgan Farm Kennel. 
Get four nights of kenneling for the price of three during the 

Memorial Day weekend special.  
For pricing and reservations, call 938-3926.

Arts and Crafts upcoming class schedule
The Arts and Crafts Shop is offering many classes during its 

Holiday Hours
Visit www.westpointmwr.com for a full listing of hours and 

closures for Memorial Day and Graduation.

Stewart State Forest Mountain Bike Trip
Join Outdoor Recreation 9-4 p.m. May 31 for a day of local 

mountain biking at Stewart State Forest. 
Bikes are available for rent through the ODR Equipment 

Rental Center. There is a fee for attending this trip. 
Call 938-0123 for details.

Athena Cup Qualifying
Stop by the West Point Golf Course June 3-15 to take a shot 

at qualifying for the Athena Cup. Players must play 18 holes, 
verifi ed by another golfer, and turn in their scorecard to Andy 
Crane. 

Match Play fi eld for the Athena Cup will be based on the 
number of qualifi ers. There is a small entry fee associated with 
this event. 

For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

Delafi eld Pond and Round Pond open for the season
Delafield Pond opens for the season June 6. Hours of 

operation are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Sunday. 
Round Pond beach hours of operation is noon-5 p.m. through 

Monday and noon-5 p.m. May 31-June 1. 
Round Pond opens full-time for the season June 6 from 11 

a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Sunday.
Swim punch cards will be available for sale at this time as 

well. For details, call 938-5158.

Rappelling Adventure
Join ODR 9 a.m.-1 p.m. June 7 to learn basic rappelling 

techniques and safety. There is a fee associated with the class. 
Call 938-0123 for more details.

Free Chipping Clinic
The West Point Golf Course will be hosting free chipping 

clinic 11-11:45 a.m. June 8. 
Learn different ways to get the ball close to the hole from 

around the green. 
For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

Superintendent’s Golf Scramble
Join MWR on June 11 for a Superintendent’s Golf Scramble. 

Check in begins at 11:30 a.m. with a 1 p.m. shotgun start.
There is a fee associated with this event (fee includes cart, 

prizes and dinner). 
For details, call the Pro Shop at 938-2435.

May schedule. The upcoming classes are:
• Pint-sized Picasso—10:30-11:30 a.m. or 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday. Norman Rockwell painting theme.
For details and to register, call 938-4812.

May Trips with Leisure Travel Services
• Theater Van to Broadway—leave West Point at 5 p.m., 

leave NYC at 11 p.m. May 29;
• Statue of Liberty/Lower Manhattan trip—leave West Point 

at 8:30 a.m., leave New York City at 4 p.m. May 30; 
• Walk the Highline, shop the Chelsea Market, explore the 

Gansavoort Meat Market—leave West Point at 9 a.m., leave 
NYC at 4 p.m. May 31.   

There is a minimal fee for these trips. For details, call 938-
3601.

Father’s Day Barbecue
Join the West Point Club noon-3 p.m. June 15 for their 

Father’s Day Barbecue in the Hudson Room and Patio.  
The Club will be raffling away Renegades tickets. 

Reservations are required. 
For pricing and reservations, call 938-5120.

fee for attending these camps. 
For details, call 938-4812 or visit www.westpointmwr.com.

Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps
Morgan Farm Summer Riding Camps are scheduled June 30-

Aug. 15. Each week, three-day and fi ve-day camps are offered 
for ages 5 and older. 

Five-day camps are available 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
Three-day camps are available 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesday-Friday. 

Children will learn English and Western style riding, 
grooming, tacking, mucking and proper care. 

For details and to register, call 938-3926.
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Keller Corner
May is Women’s Health Month

Women often put the needs of their spouses, children 
and others before their own. It is crucial that women make 
their physical, mental, emotional and spiritual health a 
priority. 

Women must take proactive measures to positively 
influence their health by optimizing Sleep, Activity and 
Nutrition within their unique Lifespace. 

Women’s Health plays a vital role in the overall 
readiness of the Army and is supported by three of Army 
Medicine’s Four Top Priorities (Health of Families and 
Retirees, Readiness and Health of the Force and a Ready 
and Deployable Medical Force). In order for women to be 
fully integrated and effective members of the team, the 
Army is committed to meeting their health needs.  

To learn more about Women’s Health, call 845-938-
7992 and make a preventative health care appointment 
today.

West Point Command Channel 

Army Newswatch 
Thursday, Friday and Monday through May 29

8:30 a.m., 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For the week of May 22-29
Channels 8/23

West Point Museum’s new exhibit focuses on Civil War era music
By the West Point Museum

The West Point Museum announces the opening of its third 
installment in a four-part series of special exhibits dedicated to 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of the American Civil War:  
“Straw Blowers and Sheepskin Fiddlers”–American Civil War 
Field Music. The exhibit begins at 10:30 a.m. Friday and runs 
through the spring of 2015.

During the days before electronic communications equipment 
and public address systems, the field music of the army served 
an increasingly important role in everyday military protocol.  

It signaled tactical commands on the battlefield, regulated 
the soldier’s life in camp, elevated troop morale at parades, and, 
in the absence of a formal band, field music added dignity to 
ceremonies and funerals. 

The fife and drums became the foot soldier’s primary 
communication medium during the period of the American Civil 
War while light artillery and cavalry troops relied on the bugle.

It is estimated that approximately 40,000 musicians served 
in the ranks of the two armies during the years of the American 
Civil War, sustaining their share of casualties.  

In addition to their musical duties, field musicians were 
required to stand guard, served as message runners and often 
tended to the wounded on the battlefield. As the range and 
deadly effectiveness of the armaments improved and field 
communications modernized, the usefulness of traditional field 
music and musicians rapidly diminished.  

The end of the American Civil War brought an end to fife and 
drums on the battlefield with the United States Army.

The West Point Band’s ensemble, the Hellcats, the only still 
serving field music group in the U. S. Army, will perform at the 
museum Friday morning at the opening.

The West Point Museum is open at no charge to the public, 
seven days a week, 10:30 a.m.-4:15 p.m. 

For details, call 938-3590 or visit the West Point Museum 
on Facebook.

A fife and drums band plays during the American Civil War era, and the West Point Museum opens a 
special exhibit Friday celebrating the field music played during that time period.                    CourtEsy Photo

By Robert Dozier
U.S. Army Installation Management Command

The Department of Defense is set to release its latest survey to 
gauge customer satisfaction with Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
garrison facilities and programs. 

As in 2009 and 2011, the MWR Customer Satisfaction Survey 
will go to select Soldiers and service members, inviting them to 
volunteer their opinions about current operations.

DOD will focus this survey on select types of facilities and so 
management, training and financial resources can be maximized 
in the current fiscal environment. 

This year’s questionnaire focuses on fitness, libraries, outdoor 
recreation, recreation centers, auto service centers, single service 
member programs, leisure travel, swimming pools, sports and 
athletics.

Participation in the survey is confidential to encourage honest 
and full participation from Soldiers and Family members who are 
patrons of Family and MWR services around the world.

Survey packages are expected to be distributed in mid-May 
directly to 120,000 randomly-chosen service members including 
active duty, National Guard and reserve Soldiers.

 Installation Management Command uses surveys like this, as 
well as their website www.ArmyMWR.com, to stay connected 
with MWR customers in the Army community.  

MWR Customer 
Satisfaction Survey 
set for release
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Army wins Patriot League Men’s Presidents’ Cup

May 22-29

Today—Black knighT awards 
ceremony, eisenhower hall, 
7:30 p.m.

Sports 
calendar

Corps Squad

Sophomore catcher Ben Smith and the Army Baseball team rallied to win three straight to defeat Navy 
for the “Star” and to earn Army 12-11 “Star” over the Midshipmen during the academic year. With that, 
Army’s men’s teams, including the baseball team that earned the regular season championship, edged 
out Navy, Bucknell and Lehigh for the Men’s Presidents’ Cup.   
        Photo by sgt. 1st Class ChristoPhEr FinCham/usma Pao

Gemar sets academy record at IC4A/ECACs

       sPorts

By Army Athletic Communications

For the first time in six years, Army has captured the Patriot 
League Men’s Presidents’ Cup.

Army secured 71.75 points through the 2013-14 academic 
year to win the men’s competition. The last time that happened 
was in 2008-09.

Army finished in fourth place in the Presidents’ Cup overall 
standings with 130.25 points.

The Patriot League Presidents’ Cup is awarded to the member 
institution with the highest cumulative sports point total for their 
Patriot League standings in sponsored men’s and women’s sports. 
Points are awarded based upon a combination of an institution’s 
regular-season and tournament finishes in each sport.

If there is no Patriot League Championship tournament 
(football), points are awarded based upon final regular season 
standings. 

If there is no regular season competition and the champion 
is determined by a Patriot League Championship (cross country, 
golf, rowing, swimming and diving, track and field), points are 
awarded based upon final tournament standings. 

If all teams compete in the Patriot League Championship and 
there is a regular season competition (basketball, tennis), points 
are awarded based on an average of final regular season standings 
and Championship finish.

If all teams do not participate in the Patriot League 
Championship and there is a regular season competition (baseball, 
field hockey, lacrosse, soccer, softball and volleyball), points are 
awarded based upon an average of final season standings and 
Championship finish. For those teams not participating in the 
Championship, the final regular season standing will be used.

Army won the Patriot League regular season championship in 
baseball, captured the Patriot League Tournament in men’s tennis, 
finished second at the league golf and women’s tennis tournament 
and qualified for the playoffs in both softball and lacrosse. 

The men’s and women’s track and field teams also had quality 
tournaments.

Army edged out Navy, Bucknell and Lehigh on the men’s 
side. Boston University won the women’s Presidents’ Trophy.

The Presidents’ Trophy is the latest honor after a stellar year 
of competition for Army.

The Black Knights competed in 415 games or matches during 
the year. The teams showed 235 wins, 173 losses and seven ties 
for a sparkling .575 winning percentage, the best since 2004-05 
when the success rate was .582.

The stellar winning percentage comes on the heels of Army 
winning the annual Star series against Navy as well as the overall 
competition against the Midshipmen.

The Army baseball team rallied from a game-one loss and 

won the next three contests to earn the clinching 12th Star of the 
academic year opposite Navy. Army won 12 Stars to 11 for Navy.

This marked the first time Army has won more star 
competitions since going 11-8-2 against the Midshipmen in 
1995-96.

Army also won the overall series against Navy, 18-13, 
marking the first time since a 17-14-1 mark in 2004-05.

The Black Knights posted Star wins in baseball, sprint 
football, golf, women’s soccer, volleyball, men’s cross country, 
women’s basketball, rifle, women’s outdoor track and field, 
women’s tennis, men’s tennis and lacrosse.

Over the last two years, Army owns a 34-29-1 mark against 
the Mids.

During the 2013-14 year, Army had winning percentages 
above .500 in the fall, winter and spring. Army’s spring sports 
—men’s and women’s outdoor track, men’s and women’s tennis, 
baseball lacrosse and softball—posted a winning percentage of 
.637 with 109 wins and 62 losses.

In the fall, Army’s sprint football, golf, men’s and women’s 
soccer, volleyball, football and men’s and women’s cross country 
teamed for a .562 winning percentage showing 46 wins, 35 losses 
and seven ties.

In the winter sports, men’s and women’s basketball, men's 
and women’s swimming and diving, wrestling, rifle, gymnastics, 
hockey and men’s and women’s indoor track and field combined 
for an 80-76-0 mark for a .513 winning percentage.

By Army Athletic Communications

Sophomore Megan Gemar shattered the academy record in the pole 
vault in a second-place finish in the women’s meet, and junior Clyde Wilson 
was runner-up in the men’s 800-meter run as Army closed out the weekend 
Sunday on a successful note at the IC4A and ECAC Championships hosted 
at Princeton’s Weaver Stadium.

Gemar, who entered the weekend with the second highest mark of 
3.72 meters in school history in the pole vault, turned in an outstanding 
performance clearing 3.87 meters (12-08.25) at the ECAC Championships 
on Sunday. She tied with Robert Morris’ Bethany Bedford for first-place 
honors, but lost to Bedford for the title on fewer misses.

Gemar smashed the previous academy mark of 3.75 set by senior Kaci 
Clark in 2011.

It is the second straight year that Wilson finished runner-up in the 
800-meter run at the IC4As. 

He clocked a time of 1:49.81 in the finals, trailing the winning mark 

of 1:49.74 recorded by UMBC’s Andrew Smith.
Army’s 4x400-meter relay team, comprised of senior Jose Santana, 

senior Matt Green, junior Patrick Taylor and senior Chris Smith, finished 
sixth with a time of 3:12.31. That foursome headed into the finals ranked 
eighth among the qualifiers.

Rounding out Army’s competitors on Sunday were junior Jennifer 
Comfort and senior Peter Miller. 

Comfort placed seventh in the 1500-meter run following her second 
fastest time of the season (4:28.9), and Miller recorded a toss of 59.46 
meters (195-01) in the javelin as he finished 18th among a field of 31 
competitors.

Army will await all results to be tabulated from the weekend in order 
to determine who qualified for the NCAA Championship First Round. 

To qualify, an athlete must rank within the top 48 in the NCAA East 
Region. 

This year’s NCAA East Regional is scheduled for May 29-31 in 
Jacksonville, Florida.


